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The Annexation of Hawaii. 

It is very well for the sugar interests 
of this country to seriously consider the 
apparently irapendinsf annexation of 
Hawaii. We do not desire to consider the 
matter from any military or political 
point of view, but from a purely indus- 
trial point of view, affecting as it would 
the domestic sugar industry of this 
country disastrously. The agitation of 
the sugar tariff during the last few 
years has wakened the people of America 
generally to the magnitude of the sugar 
industry of the world and to the possi- 
bilities of its vast development in this 
country. The great success being now 
made by the several beet sugar factories 
already in operation in this country is 
leading to the construction of a number 
of others. There could be no better 
evidence of this success than the fact 
that the Oxnard people, who own the 
Chino, Cal., and Norfolk and Grand 
Island, Neb., factories ,are about to con- 
struct a still larger factory at Hueneme, 
Cal., and that Mr. Glaus Spreckels, who 
has made such a success with his factory 
at Watsonville, Cal., is now building 
the largest factory in the world at Sa- 
linas, Cal., while the Clark Bros., who 
have just built and operated this season 
the beet sugar factory at Los Alamitos, 
Cal., have already contracted to double 
its capacity for the coming season. 
These evidences of confidence in the 
industry are better proof of a successful 
future than any boom influences that 
may be brought about by land specu- 
lators and others who know but little 
of the sugar industry and are simply 
endeavoring to sell their lands. 

In Louisiana and Texas there is a 
healthful growth and considerable devel- 
opment in the sugar industry along the 
new central factory lines which have 
become generally adopted within the 
past few years. Cane farming, we be- 
lieve, will double the Louisiana crop of 
sugar during the next five years. These 
are the industrial matters to which we 



desire to call the attention of every one 
interested, believing as we do that they 
are seriously threatened by the possible 
annexation of the Hawaiian islands. 
Twenty-two years ago, when the recipro- 
city treaty with Hawaii was first effected, 
Louisiana earnestly protested against 
that treaty, but it was urged that the 
sugar crop 'of the islands was far less 
than 100,000 tons per annum and 
could hardly reach the hundred thousand 
ton figure. We now find that the sugar 
crop of the Hawaiian islands for the year 
ending October 1, 1897, was 251,000 
short tons, nearly three times as much as 
it was then considered possible that it 
should ever reach. Vast schemes for 
the development of the Hawaiian islands 
are even now under consideration and 
there can be no doubt but that, with an 
investment of ample capital, vast irriga-' 
tion works may be established and the 
Hawaiian sugar output soon reach double 
or even triple its present quantity, and 
this with neeessarily destructive influ- 
ences upon our domestic sugar industry. 
It seems singular that any sentiment 
could be worked Up in favor of Hawaii 
when we cohsider the character of their 
labor system: The sugar industry of 
Hawaii is practically founded upon 
forced labor. It is not a very serious 
stretch of the truth to say that the sugar 
industry of Hawaii is now practically 
based upon slave labor. Two hundred 
and fifty years ago many persons were 
brought over to Virginia and sold as 
slaves for given periods of time, to re- 
imburse the ship captains for their 
transportation money. Some of these 
persons were well educated, seeking this 
country hoping for future development 
and willing to accept the condition of 
slavery for a time, hoping in the end to 
better their own condition. This may 
be the motive of the many thou- 
sands of contract labor in Hawaii. 
Be their hopes and expectations 
what they may, they are now in Ha- 
waii under contract, and compelled to 
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work unless too ill to do so. There 
were employed last year about 22,000 
laborers on the sugar plantations in 
Hawaii, over half of whom were con- 
tract laborers. The other half were 
styled **free'' laborers, a distinctive 
use of the word free, indicating the 
semi-slave condition of the contract 
laborer. It has been found in Hawaii 
that the contract laborers when their 
periods of apprenticeship expire on the 
sugar plantations are frequently quite 
unwilling to renew their contracts, pre- 
ferring to go to the coffee plantations. 
We mention all this to show that the 
United States is now seriously consid- 
ering the annexation of the Hawaiian 
Islands, wherein the entire labor sys- 
tem is of a semi-slave character, and is 
seeking to bring that country into closer 
relations with our own, and into such 
relations as would unquestionably be 
injurious to our now developing sugar 
industry. We believe that every sena- 
tor and representative in Congress who 
would give this matter fair considera- 
tion, would at once perceive the very 
incongruous proposition that is made 
by the annexationists. 

In another column in this issue will 
will be found a letter from Dr. Julius 
Koebig. the distinguished authority on 
sugar matters on the Pacific Coast, who 
argues that annexation is a desirable 
thinff foF us 80 far as Hawaii is con- 
cerned, in order to destroy their present 
labor system, and to thus practically de- 
stroy the sugar industry of Hawaii, he 
seeming to believe that with the fall of 
their labor system their sugar industry 
would also fall. This would certainly 
be a very dangerous experiment on our 
part, somewhat similar to that of the 
young woman who marries a per- 
sistent lover to get rid of him, 
and generally regrets her reluctant 
consent. If the Hawaiians have 
sufficient influence in this country 
to procure their annexation to the 
United States, it is comparatively cer- 
tain that they will maintain, or in some 
manner develop, their own labor system, 
recruiting it in the future as in the past 
from the native kanakas and from the 
South Sea Islanders, just as they are 
now doing, and as is also done by the 
English colony of Queensland. 

The whole subject matter is a most 
serious one, and we shall hope that the 
better judgment of our senators and 



representatives in Congress will result in 
the defeat of the entire scheme. It 
seems to have been well worked up on 
the part of the annexationists and they 
seem to have hopes that they can '^ jam 
their hill through ^^ Congress, without 
much difficulty. We must rely upon 
the better judgment of Congress and 
shall hope that the entire annexation 
scj^^e. . wUl suffer ignominious defeat. 

Professor Hilgard and the Louisiana 
Sugar Industry. 

Prof. E. W. Hilgard, of the Univers- 
ity of California, has been writing a 
series of articles on the beet sugar in- 
dustry in California, which have been 
published in the Pacific Rural Press. 
All that Professor Hilgard writes is 
usually so excellent and so accurate that 
he is universally accepted as a standard 
authority and his dicta as final. 

We must protest, however, in regard 
to what Professor Hilgard says concern- 
ing the sugar industry in Louisiana. In 
his third article on the subject under 
consideration he says as follows : 

As regards, within the United States, the 
sugar cane industry of Louisiana, it labors un- 
der worse disabilities than even those resting 
on the beet as a source of sugar. In the trop- 
ics successive crops of cane can be made to 
keep costly improved machinery running 
nearly throughout the year; in Louisiana, on 
the contrary, the cane harvest must be cut and 
the sugar be made within six or eight busy 
weeks, if it is not to run the risk of being cut 
short by frosts. Within the same time the 
seed cane for the next season must be provided 
for, a state of things irraphlcally expressed by 
the Louisiana sugar planters In the statement 
that ^'It takes thirteen months to make a crop 
of sugar. ^^ Cane can not, like the beet, be 
preserved for future working, but must be put 
through the mill and pans as fast as possible. 
This creates, durlni^ a short period, an exces- 
sive demand for laborers, of whom only a 
small proportion can be profitably occupied 
during the remainder of the season. It has 
been proposed to slice and dry the cane; but 
the damp climate and frequent rains of trop- 
ical countries render this procedure Impracti- 
cable. It might be more feasible In the dry 
climate of southern California and Arizona, 
where, between successive crops and dried 
cane, the activity of a sugar factory might be 
kept up duiins: the entire year, so far as the 
material Is concerned. 

Under these disadvantages the product of 
raw sugar per acre In Lomslana Is only about 
1600 pounds, while In Mauritius and other In- 
tertropical countries, where Improved methods 
are practised, the product ranges from 3500 to 
5500 pounds per acre. Even on this point, 
however, the beet Is not distanced by its trop- 
ical competitor; for the average working 
yield of good beets Is not less than two tons 
per acre, and this figure Is very commonly ex- 
ceeded In California. This lesult Is obtained 
In the course of a five months^ culture, while 
the tropical cane requires not less than twelve, 
and at some points as much as eighteen, 
months' cultivation before arriving at ma- 
turity. 

Professor Hilgard certainly cuts the 



time down too short. The ideal grinding 
season in Louisiana is about eight weel^s 
long, and never less. If the reduced 
limit of six weeks be reached, as re- 
ported by him, it is because of an inad- 
equate supply of sugar cane and not be- 
cause of any climatic difficulties. The 
standard Louisiana season for successful 
sugar making is about ten weeks, say 
from October 20 to January 1. By 
windrowing two weeks' supply of cane, 
which can be done as readily in Louis- 
iana as the siloing of beets can be done 
in California, and with probably less 
deterioration of the plant, our grinding 
season can readily be increased to twelve 
weeks. The expression that it takes 
thirteen months to maJce a crop of sugar, is 
based largely upon the necessity for 
thorough soil preparation, which must 
be done in advance. 

The recent enormous development in 
cane farming in Louisiana shows that it 
is a successful industry. Any one fa- 
miliar with it and now surveying the 
sugar horizon in this State will be much 
impressed by the increased preparations 
making everywhere for cane growing. 
Unless our industry is affected by ad- 
verse legislation, it is practically certain 
that the cane crop of Louisiana will be 
doubled within the next five years. And 
the bulk of the cane to do this will come 
from cane farmers producing cane on 
comparatively small acreages. 

The last statement that we quote from 
Professor Hilgard is also very incorrect, 
as 1600 pounds of raw sugar from an 
acre of cane land in Louisiana would 
now realize little other than disaster, 
either to the cane grower or to the sugar 
manufacturer. The Louisiana statistics 
obtained from the Department of Inter- 
nal Revenue showed that the average 
crop was about eighteen tons per acre 
and the average yield of sugar over 
140 pounds. We thus reach, as evi- 
denced by thiBse statistics, an average of 
over 2500 pounds of sugar per acre, and 
many of our cane farmers are now realiz- 
ing twenty-five to thirty tons of cane per 
acre and the sugar houses buying the 
cane rarely get less than about 160 
pounds of sugar per ton, the sugar per 
acre thus realized reaching from 4000 to 
5000 pounds. 

As in the past Professor Hilgard has 
always expressed such kindly interest in 
Louisiana, we know that he did not con- 
template doing our sugar interests any 
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injury by his remarks concerning them, 

^ and we simply call his attention to these 

remarks knowing that he will appreciate 

the spirit in which we make the correc- 

^ tion. 



The Hawaiian Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

The annual meeting of this well known 
organization has just been held in Hono- 
lulu and a full report of its proceedings 
reaches us in the Haiviian Monthly for 
December. The chief paper in the 
whole report is that on Sugar Manufact- 
ure, written by Dr. Walter Maxwell, 
with which we favored our readers in a 
recent issue. 

In the report of the committee on 
machinery we find indicated about the 
same experiences that have been real- 
ized in Louisiana — that is, that increased 
pressure and increased maceration give 
increasingly good results and that a fall- 
ing away in any of these is at once felt 
in a diminished output. A notable 
feature of this report on machinery, 
however, is the statement that the Dem- 
ing superheat system of clarification 
is being extended year by year, and that 
the merits claimed for it have consider- 
able foundation in fact. Mr. Qoodale, 
of Onomea, writes : 

"It Is a cheaper process, and it is (juiclcer and 
neater— cheaper in that it takes less labor and 
less steam, and juices are purer and sugars are 
higher in polarization after this process than 
the old method/' 

The report says further that the 
Pioneer mill of Lahaina and the Union 
mill of Cohala are both putting in 
superheaters for the coming crop. 

No particular recommendations are 
made in regard to vacuum pans or mul- 
tiple effects. It is reported that a large 
steel storage tank for No. 4 molasses, 
boiled into sugar, had not given satis- 
factory results, the masse cuite forming 
in a very fine grain. It whs tliought 
that this was caused by the masse 
cuite passing through a pump from the 
pan to the tank, and that the trouble will 
be overcome in the future by raising the 
pan so that the masse cuite will flow by 
gravity to the tank. We are inclined 
to believe that our Hawaiian friends are 
mistaken in this, and that the reason of 
the formation of the small grain is that 
the fine grains were not melted out of 
the molasses before it was boiled to 
su^ar, or else that it was cooled too 
quickly. As in tropical Hawaii the lat- 



ter hypothesis would hardly hold, we are 
led to believe that the fine grain of 
the previous sugar was not all melted 
out before boiling to string proof for the 
fourth sugar, as is essential to secure 
good grain. 

A reminiscence is given of the 
origin of the Hawaiian Sugar Plant- 
ers' Association. A circular letter was 
issued in February, 1882, about the 
time of the expiration of the re- 
ciprocity treaty of 1875 with the 
United States. An organization was 
effected to prevent the repeal of the 
reciprocity treaty, and that organization 
has developed into the present Hawaiian 
Sugar Planters' Association. 

The Hawaiian sugar planters are un- 
questionably very progressive men and 
deserve great credit for their experi- 
ments, investigations and general go- 
aheadativeness. At the same time as their 
industry is founded upon contract or 
forced labor, we believe that its compe- 
tition with the American sugar industry 
is an unfair one. 



The Louisiana State Agricultural 
Society. 

This well-known organization will 
hold its regular annual meeting, being 
its twelfth annual session, in the town 
of Crowley, January 26, 27 and 28. The 
Louisiana State Agricultural Society has 
for many years attracted to its annual 
meetings many of the leading agricult- 
urists of our State. The State Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, with Commissioner 
Lee at its head, will do all in its power 
to promote the success of these annual 
meetings, and the session at Crowley 
promises to be one of the best and most 
successful thus far held. A number of 
distinguished agricultural writers and 
speakers have promised to be in at- 
tendance, and Southwest Louisiana it- 
self is full of native talent, as evidenced 
by the wonderful agricultural growth 
of that section of our State, which a few 
years ago was but a vast prairie, with 
very few inhabitants. The town of 
Crowley and the police jury of the 
parish of Acadia have invited the Agri- 
cultural Society to hold its annual meet- 
ing there, thus giving renewed evidence 
of that spirit of pluck and enterprise 
that has developed Crowley's side track 
of twenty years ago into the present 
town of Crowley with its thousands of 
inhabitants, numerous rice mills and 



other factories, excellent stores, hotels, 
newspapers and all the paraphernalia of 
city life. 

The Louisiana Press Association a few 
years back held one of its most success, 
ful meetings in the town of Crowley, 
and pleasant recollections of that meet- 
ing are still carried by the members of 
the press throughout the State. The 
agriculturists of the State are now in- 
vited to participate in the hospitalities 
of Crowley, and we have no doubt that 
they will do so. Delegates have been 
invited from every parish of the State, 
the police juries having been requested 
to send themj all agricultural organiza- 
tions are requested to send delegates, 
and every one interested, directly or 
indirectly, in agriculture is invited to 
be present and aid in the meetings. 
Crowley extends a royal welcome, and 
despite low prices, for the time being at 
least, agriculture will be in the lead. 



The Crop Situation. 

The past few days of fair weather 
have materially helped the planters in 
their endeavors to get the last of their 
crops to the sugar houses. The latter 
end of last week brought so much rain 
that the roads were converted into 
quagmires and hauling was made 
almost impossible, so that the 
sunny days following were duly appre- 
ciated. The campaign is now ending 
very rapidly and a general note of sat- 
isfaction appears to echo throughout the 
sugar belt. Phenomenal yields are not 
being chronicled, but good averages 
seem to be. the rule. 



Adulterated Cotton Seed Meal. 

During recent years there has been 
an immense amount of fraud in the cot- 
ton seed meal offered to the public. It 
is stated that hulls are ground up pur- 
posely for mixing with the meal, in 
order to sell under the semblance of the 
genuine article this adulterated mass. 

Prof. W. A. Rawls, State chemist of 
Florida, in a recent bulletin, calls at- 
tention to this matter of fraudulent cot- 
ton seed meal, and says that in that 
State bright cotton seed meal is offered 
for sale without analysis. It is indi- 
cated by the sellers that analysis is en- 
tirely unnecessary and that the buyer 
would thus save 25 cents a ton that the 
State collects on all fertilizers. Pro- 
fessor Bawls says that pure cotton seed 
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mek\ should contain not less than S)i 
per cent, of ammonia, and that the 
average for this season runs above 9 
per cent. A sample recently sent for 
analysis from Palatka was found to con- 
tain but 5.10 per cent. Based upon the 
valuation of $21.60 for 9 per cent, meal, 
this sample in question would have a 
value of but $12.24 per ton. The buyer 
of this, if endeavoring to save his 25 
cents per ton by analysis, would be out 
$9 36 on every ton purchased. 

As those samples of cotton seed were 
bright in color the method of their 
adulteration seems to have been some- 
what puzzling. Professor Rawls has 
been carefully investigating and has 
made the analysis of the adulterated 
sample referred to and of pure meal as 
follows : 

Adulterated 
Sample. Pure Meal 
per cent. per cent. 

Ammonia 5.10 9.11 

Aah 4.33 5.92 

Oil 14.75 14.26 

Crude fibre, in oil free, dry 

state 18.25 7.80 

It is thus seen that the adulterant is 
rich in cellulose and contains less ash 
than the pure meal. The assumption is 
that the sample in question was adulter- 
ated with finely ground corn cobs. He 
reports that cotton seed meal from 
Memphis has been found to be more 
frequently adulterated than others, but 
this does not necessarily include all the 
cotton seed meal coming from Memphis. 

The sugar planters and other cultiva- 
tors of Louisiana are so largely inter- 
ested in the purity of the cotton seed 
meal they buy that they will appreciate 
the value of these investigations made 
by Professor Rawls in Florida, and 
they will do well if they insist on the 
proper guarantees as to the ammonia 
contained in all cotton seed meal they 
buy. 

Foreign Sugars and Export Bounties. 

West Point, Mass., December 22, 1897. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Foreign nations 
that liave a capacity of production of any lead- 
ing article of commerce in general demand for 
consumption, not only sufficient for liome con- 
sumption, but in excess thereof, seek a market 
in this country, which is in some degree de- 
pendent on foreign productions for an ade- 
qnate supply of certain articles of necessity, 
principal among which is the article of sugar, 
of which nearly 70 pounds per capita (of for- 
eign and domestic) is now annually consumed 
in the United States. In the year ended June 
80, last, the imports of sugar were (B. of S. 
reports), of raw sugars, 4,719,769,564 pounds, 



or 2,107,040 tons of 2240 pounds; of refined 
sugars above 16 D. S., 199,136,169 pounds, or 
88,900 tons; total importations of sugar, 4,91 8,- 
905,733 pounds, or 2,195,940 tons of 2240 
pounds; total foreign cost of imported sugar 
for the year named, $99,066,181 ; of this amount 
about ^,600,000 went to foreign beet sugar 
producers, who are aided by a system of ex- 
port boun ties paid by their governments. 

Without entering into general details It is 
enough for present purposes to take for ex- 
ample the German bounty method of trying to 
control the market of this country after gob- 
bling the London market; It Is reported that 
Baron Thielman, secretary of the German 
Treasury, in his speech presenting the budget 
to the reichsta^ recently, said : *• The role 
America played in the sugar question re- 
sembled that of a pike in a carp pond, and the 
Dingley tariff increased the necessity for the 
carp to combine against the common enemy,"' 
which means that America has no right to 
protect her own sugar producing Industries by 
a countervail duty equal to the German export 
bounty on sugar, and should quietly permit 
that country to destroy our sugar producing 
industries after the manner that the sugar re- 
fineries of Great Britain have been and the 
West Indies are being ruined by free sugars 
and the bounty system of Germany and other 
beet sugar producing countries of Europe. 

The German carp has been ahead of the pike 
hitherto. Of the above importations for the year 
named, Germany sent to this country over 
700,000 tons of sugar, of which 674,733 tons, or 
1,511,401,968 pounds received a bounty of 27 
cents per 100 pounds, or some $4,081,000, about 
$6.05 per ton, while the refined above 16 D. S. 
sugar sent us by Germany received 38 cents 
bounty on each 100 pounds exported to this 
country in the year named. Germany sent us 
13,647,775 pounds of refined above 16 D. S. 
beet sugar in the month of June alone, on 
which an export bounty of 38 cents per 100 
pounds was received as drawback by the ex- 
porters. In the same year named, Belgium, 
France, Austria, Netherlands, etc., exported to 
this country, in the aggregate, 314,661,787 
pounds of beet sugar on which more or less 
export bounty was paid. Congress has tackled 
the sugar bounty system of Europe in a busi- 
ness like manner, effectually protecting our 
sugar producers and the revenue from unfair 
competition, without affecting consumers. 

Baron Yon Thielman also said In the speech 
referred to, that " The abolition of the sugar 
bounties could only be a gain to Germany, and 
he was glad to inform the house that the 
latest negotiations opened in this direction 
promised a more successful issue." A dis- 
patch from Berlin the 18th Instant, to the New 
York Sun, states that France is not disposed 
to modify the existing export sugar bounty 
system. When Germany finds that this coun- 
try means business, and that nothing is gained 
by depleting her treasury and forcing her 
consumers to pay two or three times as much 
for sugar as consumers In this country and 
Great Britain pay, then and not until then will 
the German government abillsh the export 
bounties. When forced to do this, as she will 
be, there will \>e ''gain" in home consump- 
tion, with reasonable limit to production. 



Regarding rebates on exports ot sugar. bSi- 
clal reports to Parliament gay, ** The gist of 
the matter is, that the majority of the people 
and legislatures think that the benefits which. 
In their opinion, accrue to the agricultural, 
industrial and shipping Interests of the coun- 
try, by the development of the beet sugar In- 
dustry, more than counterbalance any injury 
from the export bounties granted." (Reports 
to Parliament, 1862, 188% 1887): M.Thiers 
was urged by English emissaries in 1874, 1875, 
to abolish French bounties on exports of sugar; 
he replied, ** Never, never will I grant you 
that, as it is the French industries you wish to 
destroy and the English industries you ask me 
to protect." The same replies in substance 
have been made to all applications for the 
abolition of European bounties on exports of 
sugar. The application of a countervailing duty 
by this country Is the only proper remedy. 

This country has perfect right to protect its 
own industries and revenues. Germany car- 
ries protection as to suijar to an excess un- 
known in this country ; havlnf^^ established h^r 
beet-sugar Industry ' at fabulous cost. It hM 
reached the summit of its greatness, and if 
limited to reasonable production will remain 
a permanent industry of great value. To ac- 
complish this she virtually prohibited impor- 
tations of sugar and curtailed home consump- 
tion almost to prohibition of sugar food to 
her people at large, who can not afford to 
pay the prices charged to consumers. She 
has taxed the beets and the manufactured 
article in order to raise the money to pay 
bounties on exports. It ill becomes that nation 
to attempt to dictate the industrial and tariff 
policy of this country in the matter of sugar, 
or to lo<e her temper because Congress levies 
countervail duties to protect our Industries and 
revenue, instead of merely talking about it. 

Great Britain has been the greatest sufferer 
from abolishing sugar duties and from the beet 
sugar bounty system, her sugar refineries, once 
the most numerous and extensive known, have 
been crippled and the cheaper su^ar that to 
sold to her consumers is no compensation for 
the loss to her refining Industries. Her West 
Indies, where the sugar industry is the leading 
and almost the sole industry, are nearly ruinea 
from these causes and will be wholly so unless 
the mother country takes action and leviee 
countervailing duties. Prior to May, 1870, 
England levied duties on sugar as follows : On 
refined, per cwt. (112 lbs.), 128.; on first 
class, lis. 3d.; on second class, 10s. 6d.; on 
third class, 9s. 7d. ; on fourth class, 8s. These 
rates were reduced in May, 1870, to 6s., 58. 8d,y 
68, 3d., 4s. 9d., 4s. respectively. These rates 
were reduced to 3s., 2s. lOd., 2s. 8d., 2s. 5d., 
2s., and in 1874 the duty on sugar was abol- 
ished. 

It was reasonably expected that by import- 
ing raw sugar duty free for refining, England 
would monopolize the refining traoe and con- 
trol this and other sugar markets. The beet 
sugar crop of Europe continued to increase, 
and with it the exports of beet sugar and the 
bounty system soon began to Interfere with the 
refining industry In Great Britain. In 1867 only 
633,000 tons of beet sugar were produced ; in 
1880 the production of l)eet sugar had risen to 
1,774,645 tons, and was 4,917,840 tons In 1897. 
Thus England suffered by free trade in sugar, 
and the German carp long since captured the 
London sugar market and crippled the refin- 
ing and West Indies sugar producing industries 
of Great Britain; instead of countervailing 
the bounties the government of Great Britain 
ordered conventions and parliamentary inves- 
tigations; issued reports and solicited the 
beet sugar countries to abolish the bounties, 
year after year, with the specific remedy ox 
countervailing duties at band, a remedy tb||t 
means death to beet sugar export bounties, 
and, as applied by Congress, It means protec- 
tion to American suf^^ar producing industries, 
to consumers of sugar, and to the revenues ox 
this country. 

Heitrt a. BnowKn 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather 
bareau treated us very shabbily for Christinas, 
^Ying us about the worst spell of the season 
in which to enjoy the holiday, but the people 
of Ascension made the best of it, as they en- 
deavor to do with everything, and the weather 
was about the only gloomy thing perceptible 
among us during the period commemorative 
of the birth of the Savior and typical of the 
Heaven-sent message of ^^Peace on earth, good 
will to man." This weelt the signal service 
Beems bent upon malting }ip for last week's 
misbehavior, however, as the weather condi- 
tions at the present writing are extremely sea- 
4ionable and pleasant. 

The only Ascension sugar factories that have 
not yet completed the work of the grinding 
season are the Palo Alto of Messrs. Bernard 
Xiemann & Bro., on Bayou Lafourche; Belle 
Helene, Hermitage and the Miles Company^s 
Houmas Central, on the east bank of the Mis- 
sissippi, and of these four, two, and possibly 
three, will have closed their labors by the time 
this reaches the reader's eye, unless some un- 
foreseen ol>staole arises to delay the expected 
oulmination. Word has Just reached me that 
oane cutting was ilnished at Hermitage to-day 
(Wednesday), and Houmas Central and Palo 
Alto are very near the stopping point. Belle 
Helene is said to have ten days' grinding yet 
in prospect, a main cause of the length of the 
oampaign there having been the unusual num- 
ber of mishaps and delays experienced early 
in the season. Stella wound up to-day and is 
accredited with an output of about 1,225,000 
pounds. 

The output of the Houmas Central is going 
to be much larger than was generally antici- 
pated at the beginning of the (grinding. Ap- 
proximately 47,000 tons of cane will be ground 
there, from which, in round figures, 8,000,000 
pounds of sugar will be made. This estimate 
is believed to be well on the safe side, and it is 
more than probable that when the complete 
record is made up New Hope's big average of 
172 pounds per ton will be equaled and 
possibly excelled by the company's .*'Big 
House.'* The St. James and Armant factories, 
of the Miles Company, in St. James parish, 
have turned out something in excess of 6,000,- 
000 pounds of sugar, and adding this to Hou- 
mas Central's 8,000,000, and New Hope's 
4,000,000 and several hundred odd thousands, 
and we have a total product to the credit of 
the Miles Company of about 18,500,000 pounds, 
a^inst some 22,000,000 pounds last year. The 
opinion has been expressed in my hearing that 
this year's crop has been more proli table to 
the company than that of 1896, notwithstand- 
ing the latter was the larger of the two, and in 
all probability this is the fact. 

Manager J. Elphege LeBlanc and his crew, 
at Belle Terre, reached the home base on 
Wednesday ef last week, having handled 19,- 
670^ tons of cane, Which gave a sugar product 
of 8,047,000, an average only a fraction short 
of 155 pounds p^er ton of cane. Of the cane 
totals Belle Terre produced 9048 tonsi the ad- 



oining Crescent place, 5682>^ tons, and the 
remainder was purchased by Messrs. Lemann 
from small farmers in the vicinity. 

Peytavin ground its last cane Christmas eve 
and finished boiling oft on Tuesday, having 
shut down on Christmas and Sunday. Up to 
the 20th inst. Peytavin's mill had crushed 
13,382 tons of cane, yielding 2,119,000 pounds 
of sugar, an average of nearly 159 pounds per 
ton, and in next week's letter I shall be able to 
give the completed report for the season. The 
place has probably never made a better record. 
Manager W. C. Hanson and his efficient asso- 
ciates have been the receipient of many well- 
deserved compliments and congratulations 
upon their success. 

Palo Alto had ground 23,270 tons of cane 
up to the 19th inst., and reported a sugar 
product of 3,725,000 pounds at that date. Her 
total for the season will go well above 4,000,000 
pounds. 

Another place to exceed all its previous rec- 
ords this season is Mr. Walter I. Barton's 
Riverside, where the work of grinding was 
concluded on the 17th inst., with an aggregate 
of 1,563,000 pounds of sugar. 

The fine Salsburg factory, of Messrs. Leber- 
muth & Israel, in St. James, got through on 
the 22d inst., having obtained 4,151,679 pounds 
of sugar from 25,055 tons of cane, or nearly 166 
pounds per ton. 

Belle Alliance, in upper Assumption, is to 
get through in time to celebrate New Tear's in 
the enjoyment of freedom from grinding af- 
flictions, and while no figures are as yet avail- 
able from there, it is an open secret that gilt- 
edge results are being obtained. 

Next Tuesday will be A. B. S. P. A. day, 
and there ought to be a quorum of the mem- 
bership mustered for that occasion. 

That The Plaktbr and all its readers may 
enjoy a rich meed of happiness and prosperity 
during the coming new year is the earnest 
wish of Ascension. 



Iberville. 

[Special Correspondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The threatening 
weather reported last week terminated in a 
rain which began Friday morning and con- 
tinued for more [than twenty-four hours with- 
out interruption. The work of rolling has 
been made more difficult, owing to the manner 
in which the roads have been cut up. The 
yield, however, is very satisfactory, and the 
planters who are yet grinding have no com- 
plaints to make. Labor is plentiful and prices 
good. No work of any consequence has been 
done in the fields where rolling is over, but the 
weather has been bright and clear for two days, 
and, with prospects of it holding up, many are 
expecting to start planting In a few days. The 
fall plant is still coming up, while in places the 
stubbles mark the row beautifully. We may 
expect more cold, however, and the forward 
cane may not be the best by any means. 

Everybody in the upper part of the parish 
has finished rolling, except Mr. R. G. 
Comeaux and Mr. F. D. Robertson. At the 
lower end of the parish nearly all the big guns 
are still firing away. 
It was reported here a few weeks ago that | 



the molasses from O. K. centrifugal sugar had 
been worked over into sugar successfully and 
advantageously in one of the Ascension sugar 
houses. Mr. Rudolph G. Comeaux, of May- 
flower, tried the experiment, but finds that It 
pays better to sell the molasses. Mayflower 
will be in the toils till next Tuesday, barring 
accidents, and the result will be 1,000,000, 
perhaps a few pounds more or less. 

A light locomotive, made by H. K. Porter A 
Co., of Pittsburg, Pa., was added to the 
Catherine plantation outfit, of the J. Supple'g 
Sons Planting and Manufacturing Company, 
Limited, lately, and is proving a great help. 
Last week Catherine dried out 410,000 pounds 
of sugar, and the yield per ton is now playing 
around the 170 mark. 

Mr. Christopher Devall, of Plaquemine has 
accepted the position of manager on Mr. E. M. 
Lefebvre's Eliza plantation. If he does not 
succeed in selling his Mespilus place he will 
rent it out. Although small, Mespilus has 
made quite a record under Mr. Devall's man- 
agement, the profits, over and above household 
expenses, paying for the place in eight years. 

The Messrs. Robertson Bros., of Hunter's 
Lodge, made 2200 barrels of syrup this season. 

The public roads on the river have got to be 
in a terrible condition and it is fortunate that 
no crops are now at their mercy. If the 
planters would take a greater interest in the 
road question and let several in each ward 
contract to work and care for a few miles, 
there is no doubt that without a loss to any- 
body the parish would have at all times first* 
rate roads. 

There has been a great demand for molasses 
barrels this year and the shops and factories 
at Plaquemine have sold completely out. 

Work is progressing favorably on the new 
levee in front of Mr. M. Hanlon's Eureka 
plantation and also at Plaquemine. As the 
old levee at the latter place is takem to make 
the new, the work can not go up too fast. 

The materia] for the steel drawbridge across 
Bayou Plaquemine at Plaquemine has arrived, 
and the work of erection will shortly begin. 

Iberyillb. 



West Baton Rouse* 

ISpecial Ccirespondenoe.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: While the weather 
during the past few days has been perfect, the 
rains of the preceding week put the plantation 
roads in such condition that the delivery of 
cane to the mills has been seriously interfered 
with. From Monday, the 20th, to the 27th 
inst.. Old Sol was completely obscured, more 
or less rain falling during the week. The 
plantation roads were none too good several 
weelu ago, but this last bad spell naturally 
made them much worse than they Lad been. 
On one of the large plantations here hauling 
has been almost impossible during the past 
week. Four strong mules, hitched to a cart, 
are scarcely able to reach the factory with 
less than a half load of cane. The proprietor 
is well-nigh at his wits' ends, but as he has 
very little cane left to grind, his troubles will 
soon be over. Last Monday the sun came oat 
and has shone gloriously since then, but a 
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southeast wind to-day admonishes us that 
more rain is close at hand. 

That veteran planter, V. Comeaux, Esq., of 
Gleanwood plantation, was in Port Allen to- 
day, and expressed himself as being well 
pleased with his crop. Mr. Comeaux reports 
that all the planters in the extreme lower por- 
tion of the parish are on the homestretch, and 
will probably have crushed their last cane 
when this screed appears in print. 

Eliza and New Hope, the properties of Mr. 
E. M. Lefebvre, are winding up the fag ends 
of what have turned out to be fairly good 
crops. The results at Senator V. M. Lefebvre's 
Australian plantation are somewhat disap- 
pointing, as they do not equal those of last 
year. 

Hon. Aug. Levert's crop Is reported quite 
satisfactory. In addition to his own crop, Mr. 
Levert purchases a large quantity of cane of 
small farmers in the neighborhood, who re- 
ceive the highest market prices for their 
product. The enhanced value of sugar has 
been a great boon to the small planters, who 
have received better prices for their cane ihis 
year than for several years past, and who are 
hopefully looking forward to the future. Some 
of them expect to get $1 per cent, next year. 
The growers who sell their cane to the Baton 
^ouge sugar factory are said to obtain a better 
price for their product than the other ** ton- 
nage growers" in this section, as they average 
about $3.50 per ton. 

A defect in the ** Lillies " having been cured, 
Olnclare is now doing splendid work, crushing 
some 800 tons of cane per day. This magnifi- 
cent factory has yet to grind some 4000 or 5000 
tons of home crop, to say nothing of consider- 
able bought can^, and will, therefore, run well 
into January. 

In point of output. Poplar Grove will be a 
close second to Cinclare. The plantation crop 
has been quite satisfactory, while the crops of 
the small planters who sell their cane to this 
excellent factory have done very well this year, 
as is attested by their satisfied demeanor. 
Throughout the entire season, Mr. Sam Hill, 
who presides at the vacuum pan, has turned 
out sugar that brings top-o'- market prices. 
Poplar Grove will probably finish about the 
10th or 15th. 

Smlthfield and Orange Grove will be run- 
ning several weeks longer; Catherine is wind- 
ing up. Just as these lines are being penned 
the loud blowing of the whistle announces that 
the last cane of the crop of '97 has gone 
through the mill at Homestead. 

So far as can be learned, there has been no 
deterioration of the cane on any of the planta- 
tions in this parish. Immediately after the 
freeze of December 5 those planters who had 
much cane to grind promptly windrowed. 
The cane thus put down has kept perfectly, 
no complaints as to its condition being heard 
in any quarter. This is in a measure account- 
ed for by reason of the fact that, although 
more or less rain has fallen since then, the 
temperature has been quite low. 

Tuesday a frost was yisible; Wednesday 
morning a heavier frost and some ice were in 
eTidenee. 

Mr. Geo, Hiil has been on thejickliAttitia 



week, but is reported somewhat better at this 
writing. 

As yet there are no indications that man- 
agerial changes will be unusually numerous 
this year in West Baton Kouge. 



Assumption. 

[Special Correspondence.! 

Editor Louisiana, Planter: The weather for 
the past week has been such as to vex the 
heart alike of planter and of drummer, as the^ 
gray,leaden skies have ushered In but a gloomy 
Christmas season, while the condition of the 
ro.ids owing to a surfeit of precipitation and a 
minimum degree of sunshine has been such as* 
make travel a wear, both of horse flesh and 
human spirits. A recent trip to Westfield 
found t'aat house temporarily suspended as far 
the milling department was concerned, due to 
an accident to the bagasse carrier shaft. Pos- 
sibly It had become tired from the press of 
work done the week previous when over a 
thousand tons were ground, a record exceed- 
ing by a few tons, we are told, the output of 
Elm Hall for the same space of time. The 
crusher does Its work wonderfully well, and 
all are delighted with the new carrier feeder 
in successful operation here. They had at that 
date about twelve thousand tons more to put 
through Its capacious maw. An interview 
with Mr. Klchl disclosed the fact that his new 
carrier feeder had been operated with very 
gratifying results for two weeks on Nellie. 
With so many active minds searching for a way 
that will feed the carrier economically, and at 
the same time with regularity, success is bound 
to follow within a few years at the outside. 

The recent decided and gratifying advance 
in the price of sugar will greatly stimulate all 
interested In this industry, and we predict 
that another year will see very extensive addi- 
tions to the numerous houses in the way of 
larger and more modern machinery. Our 
planters mayas well make up their minds now 
to prepare for competition with the beet sugar 
industry that will soon be an acknowledged 
factor in fixing the price of sugar here. The 
bounty enabled our planters to meet the low 
prices that confronted after its repeal, and 
so now it is but a matter of foresight for them 
to take advantage of the better prices that are 
almost sure to obtain for the next three or 
four seasons, so that by improved methods 
they win be able to meet the sharper competi- 
tion that is almost sure to be in store for them 
in the future, even if not within the Immediate 
future. 

Grinding Is about over, and on some places 
some ploughing was done preparatory to 
planting last week. Rosedale Is still grinding 
and is making a remarkably good crop. Rose- 
dale will not fall far short of a thousand hogs- 
heads, if it does not pass that mark, the best 
crop that l^as ever been made on the place; 
quite a feather ii^ the caps of the young 
planters who have managed it with so much 
acumen. Of the vacuum pan houses, Oakley, 
Little Texas, Woodlawn, Nellie and Sweet 
Home and perhaps one or two others haye fin- 
ished thesr season's work) with the exception 
of drying seconds. As a rule, the crops 
.will fiiU abort oC |a«t season, due .tOf the 



diy weather. Magnolia has also finished, 
making a crop of a million and a half. Mr. 
and Mrs. Carroll Barton will leave this week 
to spend sqme time in New Orleans. Messrs. 
Ciarence Barton and W. T. Jones were down 
last week for a day or two. 

We hear that Mr. Mire, of Madewood, will 
engage in the business of raising cane by 
the ton another year, in the vicinity of Whlte- 
castle. 

We hear of but few changes among the fra- 
ternity of managers. 

We do not like to speak of the public roads) 
as there Is some doubt as to whether there are 
any left. As to the existence of mudholes 
there can be but one opinion, and that a de- 
cidedly afllrmatlve (me. 

We feel inlensely the need of a railroad 
when, as at present, the roads are in such a 
terrible state, and the Lafourche Is so low as 
to prevent the navigation of the stream by the 
smallest passenger craft. Let us trust, as Santa 
Claus failed to bring It with his reindeer, that 
perhaps (If we are good children) the new 
year may leave It with us. More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondeuoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: As the old year 
wanes the campaign Is drawing to a close, but 
will extend further Into the new year with 
some than was at one time expected, as the 
output will be larger than was anticipated 
when the grinding began . 

Rains at intervals have somewhat retarded 
progress, yet as an entirety the harvesting sea- 
son has been propitious, particularly when 
compared with that |of twenty years ago, and 
vividly remembered by the majority of those 
who were financially interested in sugar man- 
ufacture in the State. 

The latter part of last week was cold and 
wet, and as Christmas was on Saturday some 
of the factories closed down Friday night and 
resumed operations on Monday morning. This 
season has proved the necessity of railroads 
where large quantities of cane must be 
annually delivered at any one point. Some 
complaints are heard of the cane sprouting at 
the eyes, but the recent cool weather will ar- 
rest vegetation, for the time being at least, and 
and as the weather is usually cold at this time 
of the year but little injury will accrue from 
that source until the end of the campaign. 

As fuel bills on many places have been un- 
usually large, factory owners will, prior to the 
commencement of another campaign, investi- 
gate and remedy some of the existing defects 
and economize heat more effectually than in 
the past. 

Sugars have appreciated in value and the 
present outlook will justify improvements in 
milling and boiler plants, the latter being very 
necessary to decrease the cost of production. 

The campaign ended at the Island of Cuba, 
of Mr. Levi, last week, and at Southdown, of 
Mr. H. 0. Minor, Tuesday night; at Ellendale, 
of Mr. £d. McCoUom, it will probably b9 
brought to a close at the end of the week or 
early the week following ; also at Belle Farm, 
of Mr. C. W. Bocage, and at the Lower T^rre- 
bo^ej refinery, pf Messrs. Bu«h^Ji(^ginAli, 
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It will be proloDged later at Asbland, of 
Messrs. Cailluet& Maginnis; at Honduras, of 
Meisrs. Sbaffer & Morrison; at Ardoyne, of 
the Messrs. Shaffer Bros. ; perhaps at Crescent 
Farm, the Sbaffer estate; roverty Flat, of 
Messrs. McCollom & Cocke ; Belle Grove, of 
Mr. James McBride, and at Greenwood, of Mr. 
Thos. Casey, where a broken shaft will cause 
some delay. 

Wednesday of last week, cloudy and cold; 
Thursday, threatening; Friday, rain during the 
day and at night; Saturday, bleak and cold, 
with rain; Sunday, gloomy and disagreeable; 
Monday, fine; Tuesday, heavy frost and fair 
during the day; Wednesday morning, bright, 
with heavy frost. Terrebonne. 

Vermilion. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The ending up of 
the year 1897 has, without doubt, surpassed 
any other part of the year for rainy, rough, 
disagreeable weather. We have had consid- 
erable rainy weather since the lirst of Sep- 
tember, but that part of it thai covers the 
time from the 20th to the 26th of December 
wins by two lengths, to say nothing about the 
mud that was boosting it along to success. 
On the 20th of this month it began raining, 
and continued both day and night till the 2Gth. 
It first started with a drizzle, which thorough- 
ly saturated everj' inch of road, and it being 
near Christmas times, there was, of course, 
more than an ordinary amount of travel. 
wjijiich cut the roads up and put them in a con- 
dition to receive a fiood that was to follow 
soon. The Hood came, and to-day the roads in 
this parish are almost impassable along the pub- 
lic highway where the road is generally pass- 
able during the worst weather that we common- 
ly have — the axles of vehicles actually drag on 
the mud— in fact, both weather and roads have 
been scandalous, so to speak, here of late, but 
the sun has blessed us with his shining face, 
and the Bky is clear once more. 

Cane hauling along the railroad is finished 
up entirely and everybody who was fortmiate 
enough to have cane to ship is satisfied both 
with price obtained and treatment received 
from the refineries. The Caffery and Libby & 
Blouin are to be complimented for the fair, 
square deal accorded the small farmers along 
the I. & V. Railway in this parish. The con- 
tract at first was to pay them on a sliding 
basis of 80 cents per cent., based npon the 
price of prime yellow sugars on New Orleans 
market, and in addition to this they were to 
pay them a bonus of 50 cents per ton to help 
defray expenses for freights, which is 67 cents 
per ton from the I. & V. road to the Caffery, 
and $1 per ton to the refinery of Libby & 
Blouin, but in a previous arrangement ^ibby 
& Blouin had assumed the difference between 
the rate to the Caffery and their plant, which 
practically miade the rate even 67 cents to 
either place from the shipper's standpoint. 
All cane along the. line was contracted for 
tinder the above conditions, but just before 
delivering season opened they voluntarily 
offered to better their own offer and pay the 
far^ai^r 80 cents^as was originally agreed upon, 
and in additi^i^ ta pay hts freight, 4^rloIc fq^ 



and expense of weighing at the different load- 
ing stations ; in other words, 80 cents net. In 
the original contract it was specially stipulat- 
ed that the cane was to be settled for accord- 
ing to the weights at the respective refineries 
to which this cane might be shipped ; but to 
the great surprise of the shippers the refiner- 
ies announced a few days ago that they wonld 
settle by the weights taken at the loading 
station, which means a considerable gaiA over 
the weights at the mill. It is easy to see that 
cane, even in bulk, will lose a great deal in 
transit of a hundred miles from stealage, loss- 
age and shrinkage. All this proves that those 
gentlemen are out to do the right thing by the 
shipper regardless of what previous arrange- 
ments might have existed. They will be in 
the field next year for cane and there is not a 
doubt but that they will get it. 

Christmas passed off very quietly here, and 
everybody is now looking forward to a New 
Year. As this will be the last time that I will 
visit you in the shape of news during the year 
1897, I will make my bow and wish The 
Louisiana Planter, its editor, its devils, and 
all connected with it, together with theirs, a 
happy and prosperous New Year. May you 
all live long and prosper. P. C. M.. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It has been quite 
a while since a spell of weather like the one 
which has just passed off has been witnessed in 
this country. It began to rain here on the 17th 
instant, the clouds hanging low and dark, with 
the rain falling almost continuously up to the 
evening of the 26th. 

One can hardly imagine how wet and boggy 
the ground has come to be after so much rain. 
The public roads are almost impassable. Those 
who have not finished hauling cane from their 
fields have had to abandon all attempts to 
move cane until the weather so changes and 
dries off the surface that it will better support 
wagons and teams. 

I understand that there is yet considerable 
cane in Rapides parish awaiting shipment to 
market, but the weather has thrown everything 
out of joint, to the great detriment and delay to 
all who have a heavy tonnage of cane to ship 
out to some central factory. 

There is not a doubt but that the majority of 
the cane growers living in this upper country 
would have finished their respective cane har- 
vests earlier had it not been that quarantine 
regulations prevented the various central sugar 
factories to which cane had been engaged from 
Starting as early in the season as they other- 
wise would have done. 

But if it is possible to get a week or ten days 
of anything like fair weather, I am of the 
opinion that all who may now have cane to 
ship will finally succeed in getting it out and 
off to market. Good weather is now in de- 
mand. Both the planters and farmers are 
anxious to get out and make a start toward 
doing something or other. 

The cane • planters, in particular, have an 
abundance of work before them, and it may be 
truly said that he who has good drainage is a 
lucky paaiiy when .th« 9eafiODA are unoBUal^ 



wet, as this month has been since it set in. 

If the weather should prove propitiouft 
during January a most decided rush will be 
made to plant cane as fast as the soil can be 
properly prepared. 

From all accounts and as far as is now 
known seed cane is in a perfectly sounds 
healthy state of preservation. 

The Planter's scribe has been informed 
that Mr. E. V. Weems, having been engaged 
for some years past planting on the Teche, 
will return to Rapides in 1898, and take charge 
of his Chetwood sugar factory, the time 
having expired for which the factory was 
leased to the late Jos. H. Meeker. 

Rumors are still afloat relative to building a 
sugar factory at or near Alexandria. The 
business men of Alexandria have no doubt 
about come to the conclusion that the cane and 
sugar industry of Louisiana has now become a 
fixed fact, and will no longer feel averse to the 
employment of their influence and capital in a 
manner to promote the cane industry by build- 
ing an up-to-date sugar factory. 

New lines of railroad now projected, and 
soon to be built in the three parishes of Avoy- 
elles, Rapides and St. Landry, will open up 
new markets and a new and widely extended 
area to profitable cane planting. 

Cotton can no longer claim to rule as king. 
To-day we need and want only such crops as 
cane, pease, corn, hay, oats, fruits and vege- 
tables. 

But, of cotton, let it pass into history, as the 
indigo fields of Louisiana have done. On the 
morning of the 28th the sun rose bright and 
clear. A light frost covered the ground. 

EuiN. 

St. James. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Pluvius claimed 
the most part of last week for his own, leaving 
this part of the globe steeped in dampness, 
seriously affecting the otherwise smooth prog- 
ress of the grinding campaign, but since last 
Monday Sol rules the weather. Vigorous work 
in field and factory is going on. The public 
thoroughfares are unutterably utter; the deep 
dust which once existed has been converted 
into waxy mud, tenacious as bird lime. Pre- 
vious to the last downpour, the latt^^r grievance 
was being overcome, the sunny spell having 
macadamized all roads. Several planters man- 
aged to loudly give the signal of the final part 
of the task for 1897, thus affording the oppor- 
tunity of taking the annual Christmas dinner 
with an unoccupied mind, and doing justice 
to tlie turkey, which is usually the chief entree 
upon such an occasion. 

Owing to the extreme dampness of the ele- 
ments there was a lack of fireworks and 
other juvenile demonstrations usually dis- 
played on Christmas eve. That faithful, dili- 
gent indispensable adjunct of ttie sugar indusr 
try (son of a donkey though he be), the plan* 
tation cart mule, seemed to revel in the above 
weather conditions, for upon all such condi- 
tions he is frequently treated to a day or so off 
duty, and when he is the reoipieni; of the favor 
he may be found in squads, wallowing luzu^ 
riouBly in mud pools left bj^^he recent lain. 
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tfis oompanion, the teamster, is likewise 
hiippy ; has money in both pockets, and even 
ia his habitual vocal melody ^es evidence of 
^* a change come o^er the spirit of his dream. ^' 
A few weeks ago, " I'm pray in for dem sin- 
ners in my heart," was generally the lugu- 
brious burden of his song. Now '^Climbin up 
de golden stairs in dese golden slippers, Alle- 
.luiah!''. and '^All coons look alike to me,'' and 
such cheerful melodies are the vesper ^* hymns " 
which one hears as the gangs from the field 
return to quarters after a day of toil. Happy 
people and. glorious country and precious,, 
bountiful agricultural industry where such 
conditions exist and fructify, and may the wet 
blanket of political expediency never come in 
contact with this same industry to dampen the 
Boeial and commercial aspects of the region 
which must rise or fall as sugar fluctuates. 

Some exceedingly provoking accidents have 
happened to certain factories which had only 
had a few more tons left to masticate. St. 
James was the victim of a broken roller shaft, 
with only 300 tons of cane left to grind. Ar- 
mant came to her assistance and successfully 
manufactured the rest of the crop and closed 
the campaign last Thursday. We will give re- 
sults of the three above crops in our next re- 
port. 

An evil spirit seems to hover over Pike's 
Peak. After overcoming a multitude of breaks 
in the beginning of the season, several smooth 
runs were made, but ten days ago a broken 
^haft changed the even tenor of things^ with 
about half of the crop still standing. After a 
delay of several days said shaft was received 
last Sunday night on a special car. 

Oak Alley, of Messrs. JSobral & Tucker, 
has furnished a fair quota of breaks to the re- 
corder of accidents. After grinding 7000 tons 
of cane a fractured spur-wheel impeded a fur- 
ther progress of the process. After a suspen- 
sion of work for Ave days steam was again put 
up, but was not kept up more than a few hours, 
T^hen a return plate gave the order to stop. 

The hasty sale of Bon$ecour plantation, of 
Idessrs. Folse, Pugh & Co., was somewhat of 
a surprise. It was effected over a week ago, 
^r. F. Graugnard, of Sidney plantation, being 
the purchaser, paying $53,000. As the two 
places fidjoin, Bonsecour will prove a hand- 
gome annex to Sidney. 

We are grieved to chronicle the death of 
^rs. I. Morse, in Kansas. We extend our 
heartfelt sympathies to her husband, the ex- 
pert chemist of Armant and St. James facto- 
ries. 

We wish all the readers of The Planter a 
happy New Year. St. James. 



St. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: This week^s 
weatlier has been quite a surprise to a great 
many so-called " foretellers." Some predicted 
good weather for only a day or so, others fore- 
telling the continuation of same, according to 
3ome signs on wliich they based their predic- 
tions. The sunny days we are now enjoying 
are- of an unsurpassed brightness. After al- 
most two weelcs of incessant rain the tempera- 
tare has fallen considerably, without causing 



any injury whatever, and it seems as if the 
prevailing fair weather we are now enjoying 
has come to stay. This Is a real godsend to 
the planters who have not yet terminated. 

Grinding still continues on a few plantations, 
and in some places will last longer than was 
really expected. We hear of some planters 
having yet over a month ^s work before ter- 
minating. We are told that the majority of 
the planters are satisfied with the results. 

Now that the end of the year has come and 
we are beginning a new one, many of our 
planters are planning different things ior the 
coming season. Some are looking forward to 
the building of new factories where there are 
none, or where too great repairs to the old 
sugar houses would be necessary. Others ex- 
pect to purchase new plantations and Increase 
their crops; still others are about to put up 
the latest Improvements and extensive repairs 
to their already modern plants. A good many 
planters expect to engage in rice culture this 
coming season and rice lands are greatly in 
demand, some to be rented, others to be 
bought, thus proving that there is some money 
to be made in the culture of this cereal. 

A part of the sugar house on St. Rose planta- 
tion of Messrs. Rolling & McFarland (Convent 
postoffice) was destroyed by fire, communi- 
cated by trash burnt near by, but as the house 
is of the *^ old-time" style and Is not used to 
grind the crop, the loss did not prove of much 
consequence. 

The Belmont crevasse, which has hitherto 
been a mere forest inhabited by tramps and 
malefactors, is now l>eing sold out by lots to 
different parties who are building up their 
tracts of land, and this place will shortly be a 
well populated settlement. 

Dally newcomers who have been away dur- 
ing the grinding season are arriving from their 
work, and soon St. James will again unite all 
her absent ones. 

The best wishes for a Happy New Year ac- 
company this communication from your 
scribe, Content. 

Rapides. 

Home Place refinery, with a capacity of 700 
tons dally, Is situated two miles below town, on 
Bayou BcBuf . The Texas & Pacific Railroad 
runs just back of the mill and side tracks and 
spurs facilitate the handling of cane while the 
box cars are loaded with sugar inside the 
building. A flag station and postoffice have 
been secured during the present year and the 
place is known to the world as *^ Meeker," in 
honor of the late lamented proprietor, Hon. 
Joseph H. Meeker. 

Coco Bend refinery, the property of Mr. E. 
V. Weems, but run under a lease by the Meeker 
estate, is one mile above town, on the beautiful 
Chetwood plantation. It grinds 500 tons of 
cane dally with ease. The refinery was con- 
structed under the supervision of Mr. W. P. 
Marsh and has always been kept up to a high 
standard of perfection under each consecutive 
management. 

Mr. R. Storm, a learned engineer and a gen- 
tlemen skilled la the higher mechanics, as well 
as being familiar with sclentilic sugar making 
in all its details, «upervi0ed the constFuetloB of 



Home Place refinery, and now has eharge of 
both the mills named. The sugar produced 
by the Meeker estate is of high grade and in 
much demand by dealers. 

Mr. F. G. Drouet, son-in-law of the late 
Hon. Jos. H. Meeker, will succeed to the pro- 
prietorship of the estate. Nature has quali- 
fied few to follow such a man, but those who 
know Mr. Drouet will join us in saying the 
mantle, as it were, has fallen on one most 
worthy. — Lecompte Messenger, 



Trade Notes. 



The Lidgerwood Hoisting Bnglnes.— We 

note that the Southern agency of the Lidger- 
wood Manufacturing Company, New York, 
builders of the Lidgerwood hoisting engines, 
cableways and conveying devices for contrac- 
tors and others, has been placed with the firm 
of Woodward, Wight & Co., limited. New Or- 
leans, La. 

With this connection and Mr. J. H. Dick- 
inson as their engineer in charge of all speci- 
fications and orders, the Lidgerwood Company 
insure to its customers good service from an 
engineering standpoint and the prompt and 
satisfactory filling of all orders entrusted to its 
care. 

Eastwick Crystallizer.— In the present 
issue of The Planter will be found the adver- 
tisement of the Eastwick Crystallizer, an 
apparatus for the crystallization of sugar in 
movement which has been designed by Mr. 
Edw. P. Eastwick, Jr., especially to meet the 
requirements of cane sugar houses. Mr. East- 
wick has for some time been experimenting 
with the object of adapting this system of 
crystallization to the sugar houses of Louis- 
iana, and at the same time to design an appa- 
ratus which would be cheaper in construction 
and work with less power than similar appa- 
ratus which are now in use in the beet factories 
in this country and abroad. One of Mr. East- 
wick's crystalllzers has been in constant 
operation during the present season at Messrs. 
Levert & HarrelPs Beka sugar house, and has 
proved a marked success. The apparatus, 
which is equally well adapted for beet factories, 
is now placed on the market for the first time, . 
and the advantages claimed for it over other 
apparatus are : Reduced cost, less power re- 
quired for operating and the ease with which 
it is kept clean. Mr. W. L. Dearborn, No. 407 
Hennen Building, is the representative of Mr. 
Eastwick, in New Orleans, and the Whitney 
Iron Works Company, New Orleans, are the 
manufacturers of the apparatus for Louisiana 
and Texas. 



Mr. D. H. Walsh guided the Union planta- 
tion of Hon. A. H. Gay through the vicissi- 
tudes of the recent oampaigo with the same 
skin and success with which he has distin- 
guished himself on many previous occasions. 
Mr. Gharltjs Hagelswelde, the well-known 
vacuum-pan sugar boiler, had charge of that 
department on Union, and ran it to the 
Queen's taste. 

Mr. Benj. H. Pring, of the Oneida planta- 
tion, in St. James parish, was registered at 
the St. Oharles.Hotel last^Wedn^day^ 
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Berlin. 

[Special Oorreapondenoe.] 

Berlin, December 11, 1897. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather is al- 
most taking a backward course; the more the 
season advances toward winter the more it is 
exhibiting a pnrely autumnal character. This, 
however, not in a genial, bracing manner, but 
hy way of bleak, sluggish and rather mild 
days, so that nothing reminds us of approach- 
ing Christmas, the idea of which is absolutely 
connected with ice and snow. While most 
disagreeable to men, the weather has been also 
very unfavorable to the keeping of the beets 
stacked in silos, and, as a matter of course, the 
deterioration of them is complained of by a 
great many factories. The effect of the unsea- 
sonable weather is now put in evidence also by 
the statistics of prodn ction, which show that 
the yield which up to the end of October was 
ahead of last year's by about 0.20 per cent, is 
now only better by 0.10 per cent. There has 
been now, as usually at this time, the ofiQcial 
estimate of the beet crop published, and ac- 
cording to it a quantity of 13,679,761 tons may 
be expected. Based on the present rate of 
yield the latter might be calculated at 12.76 
per cent., and this would lead to the assump- 
tion of a production, if we take the beet crop 
in round figures, at 13,700,000 tons, and 
adding the estimated outturn of the molasses 
worldng establishments at 97,000 tons, of 1,- 
846,000 tons, whilst the estimates of the fabri- 
cants is only 1,805,000 tons. You see that my 
objections to the exaggerated estimates of the 
German crop issued at the commencement 
Of the campaign were well founded, and as 
crop of 1896-97 is now definitively set down 
with 1,821,000 tons, it is also clearly proved 
that, as I said from the beginning, this year's 
crop would not largely differ from last year's. 
The revised estimates of the statistical union 
give for the other countries the following 
figures: Austria, 836,540 tons; France, 779,800 
tons; Belgium, 231,000 tons; Holland, 118,800 
tons; Russia, 740,000 tons; Sweden, 86,000 
tons. The weather in those countries has been, 
BO far as reports are to hand, more or less sim- 
ilar to that described above, but in the great 
majority of them the campaign is on the point 
of being finished and no great harm can now 
be done. 

The bounty question is emerging now more 
definitely on the surface of sugar-political dis- 
cussions. Our secretary of finance has de- 
clared in the Reichstag that, Austria having 
provided for a countervailing duty, the coun- 
tries paying bounties have opened negotiations 
with a view to abolish or diminish them, and 
our daily papers say that an agreement even 
With refractory France would be not im- 
pipobable. There is, of course, a long way still 
trom such initiatory steps to actual measures, 
tmt if, Indeed, the powers should arrive at 
some palpable result, the United States or 
their sugar producers would not be better off 
ttian previous to their new tariff, for all sugar 
oountries would try to regain the lost ground 
without liounties and without countervailing 
duliesv «o that perhaps your sugar planters. will 



awake to the fact that it jniglit have been better 
if your legislation had left the bounties alone. 

It is not probable that the German govern- 
ment in their present session will make any 
material change with regard to sugar legis- 
lation, although many complaints are uttered 
against the present law, the principal reason 
being that in spite of the legal limitation- of 
production (contingent) there is still an in- 
crease of outturn, which, as I believe I have 
pointed out formerly, is raised by the awlr^-ard 
manner in which the mode of contingent is 
provided for, inasmuch as the average of the 
two highest crops of the last three is taken as 
the basis of the contingent allowed to every 
factory. It is obvious that everybody will en- 
deavor to get in the future a contingent as 
high as possible, and therefore is practically 
prescrit)ed from reducing his sowings, although 
the sugar produced in excess of the contingent 
is excluded from receiving any l>ounty. Against 
these provisions the attacks are justly directed, 
but as remarked already it is not probable that 
the present Reichstag, whose term, besides, is 
ending with the present session, will take any 
action in the matter. On the other hand, the 
Parliament will be called upon to take steps 
with regard to saccharine, the competitor to 
sugar, to which latterly I have on different 
occasions called your attention. The German 
imperial government has been repeatedly 
asked to levy a duty on that sweet as on sugar, 
the consumption of which is certainly not 
favored by the tax of 20 marks for 100 kilos. 
But now a formal motion has been submitted 
by members of the Reichstag to put a 
stop to this advantage enjoyed by a prod- 
uct whose sanitary value is doubtful, whilst 
sugar is now recognized as one of the most 
wholesome substances existing. This motion 
in question proposes to levy a tax on saccha- 
rine at the rate of 80 marks per kilo., which 
means that as the stuff is proclaimed to be 400 
times sweeter than the best refined sugar, it 
shall pay a corresponding duty. There are, 
besides, «ome more of these chemical products 
sold as sweets, such as dulcine, sykose and 
sugarin, but of all these combined, 34,682 
kilog. have been produced last year in four 
factories now existing in Germany, which is 
equal to 13,873 tons of sugar. It will be in- 
teresting to note what attitude will be taken 
by our legislative powers with regard to this 
subject. There is by the way no doubt that if 
the saccharine had been taxed from the outset 
with an adequate amount of duty, the produc- 
tion now causing so much uneasiness to the 
sugar trade would not have reached the pro- 
portions it has gained actually. 

A combination of twenty sugar factories 
formed in the northeastern part of Germany 
last year for the purpose of obtaining a better 
price for their molasses has proved a real suc- 
cess. Recently the molasses of the society has 
been sold for the period of six consecutive 
years at most satisfactory conditions, the buyer 
being a molasses working sugar factory, which 
pays a certain fixed price and a share of its 
profit to the sellers. 

The markets were fiuctuating last week and 
the advance obtained at one time could not l>e 
folly maintained, the weiikening toward the 



close l>eing caused by offerings on next oa^«^ " 
paignat a low price, which makes buyers of. 
actual sugars more cautious and depresses' 
prices of the latter. The price of actual 88 per 
cent, sugar closes at Magdeburg at 9.80-9.92 
marks, and delivery December is quoted at 
Hamburg at 9.02>^ marks. Refined showed . 
moderate business at about unchanged prices. . 
Robert Uennig. 



Barbados. 

The weather record of the past fortnight is 
somewhat varied. On Saturday, 13th, we had r 
from the southeast a smart blow of wind. • 
Fortunately it did not last long, but long 
enough to lay forward canes flat on the* 
ground. In some districts its effects were 
more marked than in others. In St. George's 
parish, curiously enough, it paid special atten- 
tion to a small but very lovely and vigorous 
spot of Burke's canes growing in a sheltered 
place, uprooting and laying them low. On tho 
whole the damage done by the gale was slight 
and limited, and, had there been rain imme- 
diately after, would have been appreciable. 
The following week was, however, hot and 
rainless, but the current week has' made full 
amends, for, although there has been no heavy « 
downpour, there have been frequent showers ; 
and a constant dripping, the rainfall for the 
week averaging from 1}^ to 2 inches. While: 
the weather appearances promise a continu- ' 
ance of the genial showers, wanted not only 
for the growing crop, but for the plants whieh ; 
will soon be put in, a good planting season is . 
an economical need, for our plantations annu- • 
ally spend — we may almost say waste — a good 
deal of money in the purchase of plants that 
do not grow, all for the want of seasonable 
weather, to say. nothing of the eternal expense 
and worry of perpetual supplying and re- • 
planting. 

The seasonable showers of the week are a 
boon indeed, and their continuance in every- 
way desirable. Some estates have already 
commenced planting on a small scale, but the 
cane plant season can hardly be said to have- 
really begun; there has only been just a little 
waking up in this direction preparatory to the 
activities of December. It is a moot question, 
is early or late planting best^for varieties? Cer*.; 
tainly, those planted in February seem, to ^ 
bunch more freely and to flower less, while on 
the other hand the early planted ripen soonest' 
and therefore afford ratoons a larger period of 
growth. But dependent a» we are on the, 
clouds in all our agricultural operations, he is^ 
perhaps the wisest man who plants with the 
showers. We have more than once drawn> 
attention to the mania which^exists in our isl- 
and for destroying trees, careless of the beauty 
which they give to the landscape, and of the 
influence which they exercise on the rainfall. 
Strange to say while we have denuded the hlH 
sides, and other places in the country districts 
suitable to tree-growths — blind and deaf to 
our own economical interests — we have cour 
verted Bridgetown into a woodland town, the 
most noticeable feature of which in the dis- 
tance is the thick foliage with which it is beau? 
tifled, It is matter of constant observatioa 
that ruin clouds passing over southern parial^^es 
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frequently refrain from emptying their fatness 
on the dry and thirsty cane lands beneath, but 
make strais^ht for the Bridgetown trees, cling 
to them with a loving attraction, and water 
them freely, much to the annoyance of young 
gentlemen who office-pent are looking for ward 
to a dry evening^ for cricket or tennis; the 
lesson is obvious, and such an object lesson 
should not bo neglected. 

We are dependent on rainfall for very ex- 
istence, and should do all In our power to 
increase it; lands unfitted for agriculture 
ought to be planted at regular distances in trees 
of economical value— they would not injure 
sour grass— would afford shelter to grazing 
6xen, and be of twofold economical value. A 
few hundred casuarina, fustic or mahogany 
trees on barren lands, now valuable only to the 
taxgatherer, would in these times be a perfect 
little bank, and mem^ of s ilvatiun to many a 
struggling proprietor, and be of incalculable 
benefit to the sugar cane for whose sake they 
have been so wantonly and ignorantly de- 
stroyed. 

It is too soon to ventura on crop prognosti- 
cations. Most planters seem to think that the 
yield will equal that of last year, but with con- 
tinuance of growing weather will probably 
surpass it; the ratoons, it is true, are not very 
forward, but are on the whole green and 
bunchy, and only require a regular supply of 
rain water. As we remarked In our last the 
oanes have not bloomed so densely into flower 
as last year, and ought therefore to.be expend- 
ing their energies more usefully In gathering 
Bacoharine. On the whole the prospects of 
yield are as good if not better than those of 
last year. — Agricultural Reporter^ November 27. 



Sugar House Repairs In Hawaii. 

Repairing sugar mill. This seemingly 
simple operation is thought by many engineers 
to require more care and better judgment than 
what Is required to put in place new machmery. 
Indeed some engineers do not take into con- 
sideration or account the latter at alU as It Is 
known almost to a certainty just how long a 
time it win take to do the work. In repairing 
old machinery it is a different thing, and no 
one can tell, in thdt case, how much there is to 
do, or how long it will take to do it, until 
everything has been examined. It is a good 
idea, I think, to examine everything about the 
mill, and not tak6 it for granted that because a 
machine is apparently running all right it is 
all right. On the contrarj', it Is perhaps get- 
ting into a condition for a so-called accident, 
which, by timely attention, might have been 
avoided. There is much of the mechanism of 
the [machinery that is out of sight, while the 
machinery is Is in motion, and hence every op- 
portunity should be taken when the mill is 
shut down to thoroughly examine these parts. 
One otten ilnds old machinery in such a bad 
condition that it is a difficult question to de- 
cide just what should be done with It. No 
engineer likes to throw an old machine out of 
use if he can possibly avoid it, not alone for 
the cost of replacing it with other machinery, 
but for the reason that it seems, from the care 
he has taken of it, and the effort he has made 



to make it do its duties under favorable and 
adverse circumstances, that it now seems like 
something more than a mere machine to him, 
and he hates to part with it. 

But whatever it is^ decided to do it pays to 
do it in an exact and thorough manner. En- 
gines, I lind, need lining up once in a while, 
for what with the wear and tear, the settling 
of foundations, and other causes, engines 
frequently get out of line, and when such is 
the case the friction is increased tenfold. I 
have found engines where nothing was In line 
with the cylinder, and though this is an ex- 
ceptional case, there is almost always enough 
out of true to pay for the trouble. The same 
may be said of the three-roller mills, for 1 
have found mills In which none of the rollers 
were In line with each other, or with the 
shafting, and in consequence never run well, 
or did good work; but this is an exception, 
for most of the mills out here are well taken 
care of and set true. However, they show the 
need of keeping a watch on them and the need 
to frequently adjust them. Shafting, too, if 
of any great length, needs frequent attention, 
for there Is nothing that I know of that is so 
liable to get out of line. Pumps are, how- 
ever, the machines that are the most frequently 
out of order, and need the most care and at- 
tention. It Is a little singular that in this 
advanced stage of the world no really good 
piston packing can be found in the market 
that can stand any length of time, if the water 
that is to be pumped exceeds 200 deg. F., and 
for this reason I now use metallic packing in 
all the feed pumps. 

Pumps are the mules among machinery, and 
they have done more kicking than all the rest 
of the machinery put together, but this is not 
always the fault of the pumps, for I rarely 
find them kicking unless there Is something to 
kick for. If we want a pump to do perfect 
work. It must be kept in perfect condition, and 
though this is not always easy to do, it must 
nevertheless be done. If the valves are faced 
up every year and every part kept true and in 
good condition, there will not be much trouble, 
for it is the little disarrangements which almost 
always cause the trouble and which are often 
overlooked. 

But of the various machines, apparatus, etc., 
around the mill, there are none that requires 
so much good treatment as the steam boilers, 
because the slightest defect In them may re- 
sult in disaster. It is not only necessary to 
keep them clean inside and out, to keep the 
water clean, and all joints and connections 
tight, but they should be tested once in a while 
as well. It is also sometimes necessary 
to use something to neutralize the 
bad effect of impure water, and I have just 
learned from a friend in the West Indies that 
tri-sodlum phosphate is one of the best things 
in the world for certain kinds of impure water. 

I may also say, in passing, that I have just 
tried a new An ti -Friction Metal," with 
such good results that I think the In- 
formation would be useful. I tried this 
metal lu a bearing that could not be kept 
cool by any means, except by constantly run- 
ninfi" water on it, and froni the start It has ru^ 
^beautlfally and o<>o],'and'not g;iv«iia-iitodi>ent'B 



trouble. One good property of it Is that it 
will adhere to almost anything. 

We are also trying a new kind of piston rod 
packing, which is glNing good results." 

Geo. Osbornb. 

Kuknian^llaifaii^ IL /., November 20^ 1897, 

Dr. Julius Koebig^ on Hawaiian 
Annexation. 

San Fuancisco, December 23, 1897. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The question of 
annexation of the Hawaiian islands now before 
Congress is of the greatest importance to the 
Interests of our American sugar Industry, both 
cane and beet sugar. The sugar trust, the 
American beet sugar manufacturers and also 
the senators of yonr State, I believe, have put 
themselves on record against annexation. 
What then is the proper standpoint of the cane 
and beet planters to take? 

I have given the matter a great deal of 
thought, since I have for many years past been 
an enthusiastic advocate of the development of 
our home sugar production. It appears to me 
that our planters' interest can only be mater- 
ially benefited by annexation. I know from 
personal investigation on the islands that the 
principal features of the prosperity of the Id- 
land sugar planters are cheap Asiatic contract 
labor on the plantations and the duty-free ad- 
mission of the Hawaiian sugar. 

If the islands should be annexed the supply 
of contract labor would be Immediately 
stopped. The planters would have to employ 
free labor and gradually Asiatic labor would 
become scarcer. This will undoubtedly result 
in a considerable raise in the price of labor, 
even If the Intense agitation against Asiatic 
labor now prevailing In the United States 
would not be at once transplanted to the 
islands. Thus the Hawaiian planters would be 
more and more put on an even footing with the 
present and future American sugar planters, 
which is all the latter can fairly ask for. In 
their competition with American home manu- 
facturers of sugar the Hawaiians unquestion* 
ably have the unfair advantage of the exemp- 
tion from tariff duties and the protection of 
the Hawaiian government In the maintenance 
of the contract labor system. 

Under the present reciprocity treaty or un- 
der the proposed protectorate about 10 per 
cent, of the American consumption of sugar 
is and would be Imported at prices much be- 
low the cost of sugar imported from other for- 
eign countries than Hawaii. On the other 
hand, the healthy development of our home 
production Is materially handicapped because 
this cheap Hawaiian sugar remains a constant 
danger in the hands of the powerful operators 
of the sugar market. Therefore, in the inter- 
est of our American sugar industry, urge all 
sugar planters to demand the annexation of 
the Hawaiian Islands, since we can not hope 
for the abrogation of the most unjust and oike- 
slded reciprocity treaty. I fear not for oiir 
American cane or beet sugar planters if tbay 
are called upon to oompete with Hawaii under 
equal taxation and equal oonditions of the 
labor market. ' • \ ^^. Juuus Koebig. 
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Chino, California. 

The beet harvest of 1897 on the Chino raoch 
^mmenced on July 19. Only about 200 tons 
per day were harvested, however, until about 
September 1, when the orders were gradually 
hiereased, and by October 1 the Chino farmers 
were delivering about 700 tons ppr day. 

On October 14, 1.08 inches of rain fell, 
jeopardizing the condition of 23,360 tons of 
beets then in the fields. The farmers imme- 
diately commenced ploughing out, topping 
and piling as fast as men could be gotten to 
do the work. Contrary to the fears, however, 
the rainy weather did not continue through 
the late fall weeks, it turning very dry and 
warm. The effect was to wilt and reduce the 
weight of the beets in piles. The sugar per- 
OBntage increased somewhat, but the purity 
thereafter ran very low. While the farmers 
succeeded in getting their beets all harvested, 
the expense of handling them was increased by 
reason of the piling, and a considerable weight 
was lost. On the other hand, the factory had 
considerable trouble for a time in diffusing 
wilted and tough cossettes and In treating 
juices of low puriy. 

On the whole, however, the crop of 1897 was 
the largest ever raised, on the Chino lanch, 
both as to acres and tons. There were 5330 
acres of good stand at commencement of har- 
vest, and 50,634 tons net were harvested. 

For the following statement of the crop on 
the Chino ranch, as well as for many favors 
during the season, we are indebted to Mr. John 
Gk>uld, book-keeper for the Beet Growers' 
Union : 

AMOUNT HAKVESTEP. 

/ Pounds X 

Gross. Tare. 

July 3,624,180 122,390 

August 11,792,810 339,440 

September 25,963,380 705,180 

October 30,873,500 1,813,700 

November 29,156,470 2,425,720 

December 5,838,320 564,060 

Total 107,248,669 5,970,490 

Net. Net tons. Payment. 

July 3,501,790 1,751 $7,689 31 

August 11,453,370 5,727 24,444 24 

September 25,258,200 12,629 51,945 42 

October 29,059,800 14,530 57,688 72 

November 26,730,750 13,365 57,513 72 

December 5,274,260 2,637 11,679 64 

Total 101,278,170 50,639 $210,861 05 

MONTHLY AVERAGES. 

Sugar Purity Tare 

Perct. Perct. Perot. I^Ice. 

July 15.4 79.9 3.38 $4 33 

August 15.0 79.7 2.90 4 26 

September 14.4 79.1 2.72 4 11 

October 13.9 79.3 5.87 3 96 

November 15.2 76.9 8.31 4 30 

December 16.5 76.3 9.66 4 42 

Averages 14.9 78.5 6.47 $4 23 

— Champion^ December 24. 



Watsonville, California. 

Up to 6 A. M. December 22, 1897, the Wat- 
son^Ule n^lll of the Western Beet Sugar 
Oompanar had siloed 107,041 tons of beets, 
hftd made 14,324 tons of sugar and had run 
aiOO'hbdrt. 



Alamitos mill Is being doubled in capacity 
and will work 700 tons of beets per day next 
season. Seven thousand acres will be planted 
to beets on the Los Alamitos and Los Cerrltos 
ranches. The machinery in the mill is all 
made in the United States. 

Prof. Paul G. Sukey contributes an article 
to The Louisiana Planter recommending 
a method (originated in Germany, but, as far 
as we know, not used there to any great ex- 
tent) of purchasing beets in which both sugar 
and purity are used to determine the value. 
The sugar is multiplied by the purity, and a 
coefllcient of value is thus established. This 
method of purcha^sing beets. Professor Sukey 
state«, would make contracts fair and equitable. 

We have had considerable experience in 
making beet contracts during the past ten 
years, and we agree with the learned professor 
that the method he recommends, if also based 
on a sliding scale of sugar values as suggested 
in an editorial of The Loi»I8Iana Planter, 
would be as nearly perfection as we could 
arrive at. For ourselves we would like to see 
such a plan adopted, and when every beet 
farmer shall be as highly educated as Professor 
Sukey we shall buy our beets that way. But 
the hard knocks of experience have taught us 
that If you would have a steady supply of 
beets, which Is the first factor In the successful 
conduct of a factory, you must offer to the 
farmer a plain, simple contract, whose terms 
are expressed in language understandable of 
the common people, whom it Is said the Lord 
must love since he made so many of them. The 
farmer knows nothing of and cares nothing 
for such things as ''purity and coefficient;" 
he Is suspicious of their Introduction Into a 
contract, and this suspicion will disturb the 
harmonious feeling that should be established 
between the factory and the producers of raw 
material. To get what It wants from the 
farmer. It must offer to the farmer something 
that he wants, and just now the farmer wants 
a flat price, with no percentage of sugar or 
coefficient of purity trimmings. — Pajaronian, 
December 23, 



Eddy, New ilexico. 

The sugar factory commenced slicing beets 
again Monday morning and Is now busily en- 
gaged converting them Into sugar. There is a 
supply In the sheds for seven days' run, and it 
will be added to, but the greater part of the 
crop is harvested, and the campaign will in all 
probability close some time between the first 
and middle of January. Sugar shipments are 
averaging one car a day. Dr. Callenbeck, em- 
ployed as chemist, retired from the employ of 
the company this week, returning to Sheboy- 
gan, Wisconsin, Tuesday. He is succeeded by 
E. Niall Skeats. — Pecos Valley Argus^ Decern- 
ber 24. 



Grand Island, Nebraska. 

The management of the sugar factory gives 
out the statement tl^at instead of two weeks 
piore the factory will in all probability run up to 
the edge of Christmas, there being still more 
beets than they had calculated on. Last year 
tl^e fa^U>ry ^ closed ,4own on beets titi^ J^.^i q| 



December. This year, If It runs to Cl^rlstmas, 
the campaign will have lasted just about a 
month longer, as It began that much earlier. 

In that connection the following figures will 
be of interest : 

In 1890 there were produced 7316,000 pounds 
of sugar from 5000 tons of beets, for which the 
farmers were paid $20,000. 

In 1891, 1,400,000 pounds from U,500 to^s of 
beets, for which the farmers were paid $46,000. 

In 1892, 2,110,000 pounds from 13,000 tons 
of beets, for which the farmers were paid $52,- 
000. 

. In 1898,^ 1,835,000 pounds from 12,000 tons of 
beets, for which the farmers were paid $48,000. 

In KS94, beets shipped to Norfolk, 14,000 
tons, for which the farmers were paid $70,000. 

In 1895, 3,000,000 pounds from 20,000 tons of 
beets, for which the farmers were paid $130,- 
000. 

In 189(3, 5,000,000 pounds from 35,000 tons of 
beets, for which the farmers were paid $175,- 
000. • 

ITiis year the amount of sugar manufactured 
will be about 6,600,000 pounds from at least 
42,000 tons of hQ^i^.—Grand Island Independent. 



Sugar Factory Incorporated. 

About 11 o'clock Thursday night the articles 
of Incorporation of the Ogden beet sugar fac- 
tory were filed In the county clerk's office, the 
$50,000, being 10 per cent, of the capital stock, 
having been paid In early id the evening. 
Messrs. Dee, Rolapp and Plngree were sworn 
as the necessary three stockholders who, under 
the law, must subscribe to the articles before 
filing. The filing of these articles will enrich 
the State treasury by several hundred dollars. 
— Lehi (Utah) Banner, December ^7. 



Beet Sus:ar Industry in Nebraska. 

As an old practical European expert I have 
personally no Interest whatsoever whether or 
not the group Callfomla-New Mexico or the 
group Nebraska -Utah Is of greater promise as 
a sugar producing district. I am only inter- 
ested so far that the beet sugar Industry will 
prosper with the best results In the United 
States. You may classify me, therefore, to be 
entirely Impartial and unbiased, although be- 
ing accidentally a resident of Nebraska, and 
you will undoubtedly follow the maxim of 
equal rights to all, not wishing to Infiict an 
injustice to the farmers and business men of 
Nebraska by possibly a one-sided presumption 
of your informant. 

I wish to state that I had more than thirty 
years of practical experience In the line of 
beet sugar Industry In Europe. Besides this, 
I have been for J^ears a correspondent of the 
Viennese Imperial meteorological central 
bureau, and as such I studied the weather ob- 
servations in Europe carefully. 

After this introduction, I request you to- 
give space In your highly Instructive and es- 
teemed publication to the short correction; 
for it Is not so much what your informant does 
say in conclusion of the article about the bfeet 
culture in Nebraska as what may be deduced 
therefrom between the Ihies by dUlgen|r r^d- 
ingjespitoiiatt or ln¥ ' 
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The American beet sagar industry is at 
present a topic of more than ordinary inter- 
est, for it means an important development of 
our rich agricultural resources to the lasting 
benefit of the whole country. In weighing 
the possibilities of different localities for beet 
culture, it is absolutely necessary to observe 
fairness and correctness in the assertions. If 
it is said in the said article on the subject, 
^*to sum up, therefore, the future of the in- 
dustry in California and New Mexico is quite 
rosy ; in Xebrasl^a and Utah it s somewhat 
problematical, though by no means dark,'^ 
then it seems that the last inference is some- 
what hasty, because there have been working 
with the.best results beet sugar factories in Ne- 
braska. 

Comparisons between the European mete- 
orological observations and those of the United 
States Weather Bureau for the Nebraska east- 
em and center sections (furnished by Mr. G. 
A. Loveland, section director) show that the 
normal annual precipitation, 25.6 inches 
the average for the last twenty years in east 
Nebraska*, has been decidedly about one inch 
more for beet culture in the two eastern sec- 
tions and in the central section of the State 
than the normal annual precipitation in the 
principal beet districts of Germany and of the 
Bohemian and Moravian parts of Austria. The 
average annual temperature in these three sec- 
tions of Nebraska (48.6 deg.) is about 4 to 5 
deg. F. higher, and therefore somewhat more 
unfavorable than in the German and Austrian 
beet districts, but this seems to be neutralized 
by the better soil and by the significant fact 
that in Nebraska (ill-reputed for so-called de- 
ficiency in moisture) 67 percent, of the yearly 
precipitation has fallen, during the twenty 
years of official observations, in the period of 
vegetation, in the months from April to Au- 
gust inclusively. The maturing period of the 
beets extends very far into October. A better 
sLowing can not be made by any European 
beet-growing district, hardly as good a one by 
amy one of them. The mistaken idea that Ne- 
braska must be devoid of sufficient moisture 
fpr beet culture seems to be traceable to the 
exceptionally dry years 1893, 1894 and 1895, 
remembered by all the people in the United 
States as the years of the great drought, and 
perhaps to the fact that the arid western part 
of the State has been taken as a criterion for 
the whole commonwealth. 

The reports of the Weather Bureau are easily 
obtainable and ought to be made the basis of 
all such deliberations, for they are the only 
reliable source of information on subjects in 
regard to this new industry. A study of these 
reports bearing on the climatic conditions of 
the eastern half of Nebraska will convince 
every unbiased observer that these condi- 
tions are most favorable for the successful 
development of the beet sugar industry. Es- 
sential tests, quality and quantity, of beets 
grown in the State, in the existing sugar fac- 
tories have proved this to be the case beyond 
any doubt or negation. — Sarkander^ in Scientific 
American^ Omaha^ Neb,, December, 1897. 



Dr. H. J. Sanders, of St. Mary parish, was a 
guest of the Hotel Royal during the past week. 



Another Utah Sugar Factory Assured. 

It seems now fully assured that La Grande 
will have a beet sugar factory. 

The final effort in the way of securing the 
required subsidy was made at the mass meet- 
ing of citizens held Saturday night. Just four 
days previous the subsidy was $30,000 short. 
Twenty thousand dollars had been raised up to 
Saturday evening, and when the call for sub- 
scriptions was made nearly $6600 was added 
to the list. At this juncture Mr. J. M. Church 
stated that arrangements had been made 
whereby the balance would be provided for, 
and the meedng went wild with enthusiasm. 

A telegram was sent Sunday morning to 
David Eccles, the representative of the Utah 
capitalists, to come and complete the signing 
of the contracts. 

When this preliminary is attended to the 
word may be sent throughout the length and 
breadth of the land that Grand Ronde valley 
will have a sugar factory. — Baker City DemO' 
crat. ^^^^^^^ 

Sugar Cane vs. Sugar Beets. 

There ha? been a great deal of interest shown 
throughout the country in the beet sugar in- 
dustry, and experiments have been made by 
the Department of Agriculture to determine 
the best region for raising sugar beets; so 
much interest has been taken in it that it is 
probable that within a few years enough sugar 
will be made in this country to supply all our 
needs and some to spare. Several small arti^ 
cles have appeared in the Farmer and Fruit 
Grower that indicate that the question of the 
adaptability of sugar beets to Florida has been 
discussed. 

This is surprising— for sugar cane is raised 
all over the State in a small way by farmers, 
and according to the reports of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, more sugar can be made on 
the poor sandy pine lands of Florida at less 
cost than can be made from \>eets on the best 
farming lands of this or any other country, so 
that it would appear that the sugar beet is not 
needed in Florida. In proof of this it will be 
well to give facts and figures in regard to the 
productiveness of both sugar cane and sugar 
beets in this country and in Europe. 

The report of the Secretary of Agriculture for 
1891 gives the yield of beets per acre, and the 
average content of sugar in the beets of three 
countries of Europe and of the experiment 

station at Schuyler, Neb . : 

Tons per < ere. 

Austria-Hungary 9.8 

France 11.3 

Germany 13.8 

Schuyler, Neb 21.07 

Content of sugar in the beets : 

Per cent, of sug^ar 

Austria-Hungary 11.02 

France 11.61 

Germany 12.35 

Schuyler, Neb 13.08 

The report of 1892 gives the yield of beets 
at Schuyler, Neb., as 15.8 and the content of 
sugar 15 per cent., and 1893 it was fourteen 
tons per acre and content of sugar was 15 per 
cent. 

In regard to the high yield of beets per acre 
at Schuyler, Neb., it must be remembered, 



that the soil was virgin soil of great fertility, 
taldng the country at large the average yield 
would not be over twelve or thirteen tons per 
acre, and the average content of sugar in beets 
raised from seed sent out by the agricultural 
department and the beets analyzed by the de- 
partment was 12 per cent, of sugar. 

The analyses of beets at the experimental 
station at Schuyler was taken at the time of 
the greatest content of sugar in the beet. In 
actual practice it is not possible to harvest all 
the beets at such a time, therefore the yield of 
sugar is much larger than oould be obtained 
in actual practice. 

Now for sugar cane. The report of the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture for 1892 gives the result 
of experiments in raising sugar cane at Run- 
nymede, Florida. On the sandy pine land the 
product was twelve tons per acre with a sugar 
content of 12.4 per cent, of 93 per cent, of 
purity, and in 1893 the yield was twelve tons 
and the sugar content was 19.5 per cent. The 
report adds that such cane would, when man- 
ufactured into sugar by the best modern pro- 
cesses, yield from 250 to 260 pounds per ton of 
cane. The experiment at Runnymede of 
raising cane on the recently drained muck 
lands was not a success, but there is plenty of 
land other than the high pine land on which 
sugar cane can be raised, and by the applica- 
tion of fertilizers a much larger tonnage can 
be produced on the sandy pine lands. 

The farmers individually can not use the mod- 
ern processes of manufacturing sugar, on ac- 
count of the large amount of capital it would re- 
quire, but if factories were started on the plan of 
the beet sugar factories— that is, the farmers 
raise the cane and sell to the factory at such 
price as they could agree on, a price that would 
be profitable to both, it would be a great help to 
the farming interest of the State. At present, 
the farmer who makes sugar from cane and 
uses the old process, no doubt loses about one« 
half of the sugar actually in the cane; this 
would be mostly saved by modern processes. 

A sugar cane factory would have a decided 
advantage over a beet sugar factory. First, 
as it costs the farmer less to raise cane than it 
does to raise beets, they would be able to sell 
to the factory at lower price per ton than is 
paid for beets by the beet sugar factories; 
second, there is a hischer percentage of sugar 
in the cane than there is in the beets, which 
would make it more profitable to the. manu- 
facturer of cane sugar. The raising of beets 
is very much like market gardening, and the 
cost is high, while the cost of raising cane is 
but nttle more than the cost of raising com. 

The cost of raising one acre of beets at 
Schuyler, Neb., according to the report of the 
Secretary of Agriculture for 1892, was $43.78, 
with labor at twelve and a half cents per hour; 
that includes the cost of ploughing, planting, 
cultivating and harvesting, but does not in- 
clude cost of hauling to factory or rent of land, 
the cost of hauling was fifty cents a ton and the 
product was sold to the factory at $4 a ton. 

What would our Florida farmers think of 
getting $4 per ton for sugar cane? 

The question of sugar cane factories should 
be brought to the attention of capitalists who 
would like to invest in a paying industry and 
aUo to the farmers who now raise a small 
quantity of sugar cane, but who might by 
joining together start a factory and thus re- 
ceive all the benefit of the industry.— /sooc 
Jarrettj in Florida Farmer, 
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The Indirect Benefits Resulting from 
the Erection of the Watson ville, 
(Cal.) Beet Su^ar Factory. 

Mr. Alfred Holman, editor of the 
Pacific Rural Press, recently visited the 
Spreckels beet sugar factory at Wat^on- 
ville, Cal., and gave the whole subject 
matter very careful consideration, and 
in his journal, the Pacific Rural Press, 
he has given an account of the many 
improvements in and about Watsonville 
and in the Pajarp yalley directly trace- 
able to the beet sugar factory. Mr. 
Holman says : 

Very recently the writer spent some days at 
and about Watsonville under such guidance as 
allowed him to see both the inside and the 
outside of things— to study the beet sugar 
hidustry from the different standpoints of the 
beet grower, the sugar maker and the local 
man of ^general affairs. Particular attention 
was given to the question — What are the effects 
of this industry upon community life? — and 
what follows reports the observation and the 
judgment of the writer as to this question. 

Prior to 1887, the year of the movement by 
which the sugar factory was secured, the gen- 
eral conditions prevailing in the Pajaro valley 
were practically identical with those of similar 
agricultural districts along the California sea- 
board. A notable richness of soil, abundant 
water and an equable coast climate were the 
special merits of the situation, but they did not 
serve to give the Pajaro farmers any great ad- 
vantage over the tillers of other "^fertile dis- 
tricts. ♦ ♦ ♦ There was no notably large 
development of any industry, and no chance 
to do much In any line of production requiring 
careful handling and prompt dispatch, since 
the facilities for railroad shipment were Irreg- 
ular and discouraging to enterprise. At this 
time the population of Watsonville was about 
2000 and that of the valley about 5000. For a 
long time these figures had not much changed, 
for under the conditions which then existed 
there was neither work nor wages for greater 
numbers. 

.The effects of the new enterprise were first 
felt in the town rather than in the country. 
The permanent staff of '^ the mill " — some 
fifty or more men of a well-paid class, with 
their families— made a marked addition In-th^ 
local population, stimulating to every depart- 
ment of community life. Close upon this 
came the activities essential for the equipment 
of the country for a new form of agricultural 
production. New tools, more and stronger 
wagons, more and better horses, new harness — 
all these demands were reflected In the pros- 
perity of the storekeeper, the wagon maker, 
the blacksmith, the house builder, the stock 
dealer — and all along the lines of local trade 
and industry. Immediately — even before the 
factory was half built — the town began to 
" pick up " within and extend without— and 
this movement made work and wages for new 
hands, attracted useful settlers, and still 
further animated local business. When the 
mill started up, in 18^8, there was another call 
for labor; and here again was a new resource 
in the growth and maintenance of the town. 

Watsonville stands a little removed from 
the Southern Pacific main freight and passen- 
ger line — a circumstance of some embarrass- 
ment both in the dispatch and delivery of 
freight. In former times, per consequence, 
all shipments had to be made from the station 
of Pajaro, some distance from the central 
point, where facilities were Mmlted and the 
movement of freight c-ars uncertain. Under 
these conditions traffic was limited to staples 
like wheat, hops and potatoes; for, since 
here, was no way to ship promptly and 



certainly, there was no use to grow ()eri8hable 
crops for export. The conditions in this re- 
gard were revolutionized by the sugar enter- 
prise. The necessities of the factor}' for re- 
ceiving and sending freight were too great to 
be neglected, and from the day the factory 
turned out its first barrel of sugar until now 
no point in California has been better provided 
with shipping facilities than Watsonville. 
There is no greater stimulus to local industry 
than a regular and prompt system of transpor- 
tation for products to the outside world— and for 
this Watsonville and the Pajaro valley Is in- 
debted to the sugar factory. It would be hard 
to overestimate the value of this change In the 
later development of the town and valley. 

It has helped to bring into existence whole 
systems of agricultural, orchard and garden- 
ing Industries, of which we ^hall speak later; 
and It Is directly to be credited with securing 
for Watsonville* the manufacturing business of 
the Loma Prleta Company, with lis well paid 
working force of fifty or more men. As the 
capacity of the factory was increased, it be- 
came necessary to go beyond the limits of the 
valley for beets- The first call was made upon 
the Salinas farmers, some twenty miles away; 
and to bring up this new supply the factory 
management built a narrow gauge line of rail- 
road connecting the two valleys and Incident- 
ally giving to both a point of water shipment 
at Moss Landing. The value of this last 
named facility has been very great, since by 
opening a competing sea route to the San 
Francisco market, it has been the means of 
large saving in transportation charges. 

The soil of Pajaro v-iUey Is good for pretty 
much every reasonable human purpose except 
road- making. The quality and depth which 
make fine crops of grain, beets, beans, potatoes, 
etc., are precisely the causes why in former 
times the roads were execrable — broken and 
muddy In winter and dusty In Summer. This 
was the condition when the sugar beet Indus- 
try struck the country; and it was very soon 
fodnd that beets could not be moved econom- 
ically over such highways. With the cost of 
teams, feed, and of wages even, it became an 
easy job in mental arithmetic to calculate the 
advantage of making and maintaining smooth 
highways; and to-day no part of California 
has a better system of roads, winter and sum- 
mer, than the Pajaro valley. Here, again, 
must the sugar Industry be thanked. 

The necessities of beet growing and har- 
vesting make in every locality a special set of 
requirements. The appliances and tools used 
In Europe, in Nebraska, and even in other 
parts of California, were found to be imper- 
fectly adapted to conditions as they exist at 
Watsonville, and this fact has been a great 
stimulant to Inventive enterprise. Numberless 
devices, great and small, have grown out of the 
special conditions, the community, in a sense, 
having devised and forged its own instruments 
of industry. This is a matter of greater im- 
portance than would appear at casual glance, 
since It has been the means of organizing local 
manufacture In a small way; and it deserves 
special mention In any review of conditions 
wrought by the sugar industry. 

There are many other ways in which the 
influence in the sugar beet may be traced in 
its relation to the community life of the Pajaro 
valley — very notably Its labor conditions — but 
this writing has already grown too long, and 
these aspects of the theme must be reserved 
for another week. 

But It must be added, with reference to what 
has already been said, that a visitor who knew 
Watsonville prior to ten years ago, and who 
returns to it to-day, Is struck with pleasing 
surprises at every stage of his progress about 
the town. He finds a town population grown 
from two to nearly four thousand. He is in- 
formed that in the valley there has been a cor- 
responding growth, and that the population 
has advanced from five to approximately eight 
thousand. He sees the busines^s of the town 
very generally housed in structures of brick 



and stone, in place of the old time wooden 
structures. He sees animation and spirit in 
every aspect of the place, and easily determines 
that it Is a well-to-do and prosperous commu- 
nity. He Is told — for the people are not un- 
mindful of their advantages and cherish a 
pardonable pride in their prosperity— that 
there has been no hard times in Watsonville. 
If he will examine the records he will find that , 
during the past five years not an acre of beet 
land has passed under the hammer of the 
sheriff. And the general cause of all this — . 
the source of these unusual and prosperous, 
condltlops— is ten years' experience of the" 
sugar industry. 

Trade Notes. 
: American Copper, Brass and Iron Works. 

—The establishment has been located in Chi- 
cago since 1867, at which time it was first 
inaugurated. In 1890 the present company 
was incorporated under the laws of Illi- 
nois, and under the management of Mr. Otto 
Meinhausen, and a competent corps of assist- 
ants, it has built up an enviable reputation. It 
furnishes constant employment to 150 to 200 
men, and Is known from Canada to Mexico as 
a concern that executes its contracts promptly 
and well. They have fitted out, and supplied 
the machinery for, many of the largest and 
best breweries, distilleries and glucose facto- 
ries in the United States, their specialties con- 
sisting of brewery equipments, vacuum appa- 
ratus, sugar and glucose machinery of every 
nature, and general copper, sheet-iron and 
machinery work. They are now about to in- 
crease their capital stock to $250,000, and erec , 
new and larger works, equipped with special 
machinery and the most improved modern ap- 
pliances, so as to enable them to still better 
accommodate the trade, giving particular at-/ 
tention to the manufacture of beet sugar and 
cane sugar machinery. They are prepared to 
contract for complete plants or any part thereof, 
and have secured the services of some of the ' 
best engineers in Europe and America, under 
the superlntendency of Mr. Jacob Neuert, ' 
formerly with the Kilby Manufacturing Cora- ' 
pany, of Cleveland, Ohio, who is well known 
in Louisiana and in the beet sugar districts. 

The Deane of Holyoke Steam Pumps.-— ' 

The Louisiana Planter has recently re- '; 
ceived from the Deane Pump Company their : 
handsome catalogue, giving illustrations, 
descriptions and prices of the many kinds of 
pumping machinery made by this well-known - 
establishment, and specially of the various 
pumps made by the Deane Steam Pump Com- 
pany for sugar house work. 

Messrs. Haubtman & Loeb, 222 S. Peters 
street, New Orleans, are the Southern agents . 
for the Deane Steam Pump Company, and the - 
many sugar planters who will be engaged in 
Improving and enlarging their sugar houses 
during the coming season will do well to con- 
sider the pumps in their contemplated im- 
provementa. 

Mr. C. A. Benscoter, assistant general pass- 
enger agent of the Southern Railway, with 
headquarters at Chattanooga, who Is one of ' 
the best posted and withal most genial and 
popular men in the railroad business, was in 
the city during the past week, accompanied by 
his charming wife, stopping at the St. Charley 
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Sug^ar. 

At the end of the week the sugar 
. market was very strong and a good de- 
mand prevailed. 



Molasses. 

Molasses, both open kettle and cen- 
trifugal, was strong at the close of the 
week. Syrup was steady. 



Rice. 

Bough rice was dull at the end of 
the week, with hardly any inquiry. A 
moderate business was transacted in 
clean. 

5us:ar in London. 

A semi-official announcement has been made 
In the daily press that a conference of England 
and the continental powers would probably be 
held to discuss the abolition of the sugar 
bounties. This has had a marked effect on 
prices, which were also favorably affected by a 
reduction of 80,000 tons in Licht's estimate of 
the beet crop. A less optimistic view of the 
position has, however, since been held on the 
favorable French yield, and prices have given 
way in some measure from lack of support from 
the trade, who are, naturally, disinclined to 
carry heavy stocks for the next week or two, 
when business will be almost at a standstill. 
The strength of the American markets and im- 
portant reductions in their stocks continue to 
attract attention, and farther efforts at recipro- 
city with France and Germany, as regards 
sugar duties, are reported. On the other 
hand, the Louisiana sugar crop is expected to 
be the largest on record, to which may be 
added a large proportion of the supplies from 
other cane-producing countries, such as Java, 
Cuba, Egypt and the West -Indies. The beet 
crop in the States bids fair to be important 
withiu a few years. With the improvement in 
the market here more attention has been paid 
to cane kinds. Grocery sorts have been in 
much better demand, and the lower qualities 
have risen from l>^d. to 3d. per cwt. Medium 



and fine sugars, however, which are now 
plentiful, are unchanged in value. The im- 
ports of crystallized raws to London for the 
week ending 16th inst. amounted to 126 tons, 
and for this year to 29,378 tons, against 51,542 
tons in IS9Q.— Produce Market Reviexos^ Decem- 
ber 18, _ 

Trade Notes. 

The Living Age.— The number of the Liv- 
ing Age for the week ending January 1 begins 
a new volume and a new year of that standard 
periodical. In this volume the striking serial 
story, ''With all Her Heart,*' translated ex- 
pressly for the Living Age from the French of 
Rene Bazin, will be continued until its com- 
pletion. Its conclusion will be immediately 
followed by the publication of a new serial of 
unusual Interest. In 1898 it enters, with re- 
newed interest and vitality, its fifty-fifth year. 
During the year now closing it has widened Its 
scope and enlarged its volumes, enriching its 
pages with choice selections from the works 
of the most able authors and men of affairs of 
Continental Europe, on subjects of Intelligent 
and timely interest, and given In a monthly 
supplement extracts from leading American 
magazines and readings from new books, thus 
establishing its claims as the reflection of the 
whole world's living literature. The beginning 
of a volume is an excellent time for the begin- 
ning of a subscription, and the publishers still 
present to new subscribers for 1898 the eight 
numbers of 1897, containing the first instal- 
ments of *' With all Her Heart." To every 
one who would keep abreast of the best thought 
of the time, the periodical is in fact almost a 
nece-sity. With fifty-two numbers aggregat- 
ing 3500 large pages the subscription price, $6, 
is low; while for $9 the publishers offer to 
send any one of the $4 American monthlies or 
weeklies with the Living Age for a year post- 
paid. The Living Age Company, Boston, are 
the publishers. 

New Sugar Refineries. 

Work upon the new refinery which Ar- 
buckle Bros, are now erecting in Brooklyn is 
being pushed. This structure has been roofed 
and the machinery is being put Into position. 
This machinery is of the most improved pat- 



tern, and a good deal of It Is of a peculiar 
kind necessary for the special packing of sugar 
in small packages, which are distributed by 
Arbuckle Bros, extensively in connection with 
their coffee trade. The refinery will have a 
capacity of about 4000 barrels a day, and it Is 
reported in the trade that it will be in active 
operation by April or May. 

The Doscher refinery is also being rapidly 
completed and will, It Is understood, commence 
operations about the same time.— iNT. F. Journal 
Commerce. 



Personal. 



Mr. B. A. Oxnard, of Adeline, was a guest 
of Col. Blakely's fine hotel a few days ago. 

Mr. R. R. Barrow, a prominent sugar 
planter and business man, of Houma, was In 
New Orleans last Wednesday. 

Col. Gus. A. Breauz and Mrs. Breaux reg- 
istered at the Royal from Lafayette, La., las^ 
Tuesday . 

Mr. .T. Henry Putnam, of Abbeville, La., 
was a recent visitor to New Orleans. He regis- 
tered at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. H. W. Barton and Mr. N. P. Barton, 
both of St. James parish, were guests of the 
Royal last Sunday. 

Mr. J. C. Klos, a prominent planter, of 
Belle Helene, La., was In the city on a visit a 
few days ago. Mr. Klos made his headquar- 
ters at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Capt. J. W. Barnett was registered at the 
St. Charles during the past week as usual. 

Mr. T. P. Clinton, of St. Joseph, La., who 
has been identified with the chemical side of 
the sugar industry for several years, was a 
guest of the Denechaud last Wednesday. 

Mr. H. T. Oxnard, of Nebraska, was a guest 
of the Cosmopolitan during the past week. 

Hon. W. E. Howell, of Lafourche, was In 
town on Wednesday. Mr. Howell put up at 
the St. Charles as usual. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth, with Mr. F. S. War- 
moth and Miss R. L. Warmoth, came up from 
Magnolia during the past week and registered 
at the St. Charles. 

Messrs. L, E. Callery and F. A. Jacobs - 
hagen, of St. James parish, were in the city on 
a visit a few days ago, and during their stay 
were guests of the Cosmopolitan Hotel. 
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WANTS. 



W« wtll pnbQih in tlili coltunn, int of charge until 
further notice, the applications of all manaKers, over- 
»cert, engineers and sugar makers, and others who may 
be seeking positions in the country, and also the wants 
of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

TXT ANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
Jfy ager or overseer on sugar plantation for iSgS, bv a 
^Rigle young man with four > ears' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work; hablu strictly tern erate; 
best references furnished. Address ** OVBKSEEK," 
care of A. Koehrits, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle, La. 13-30-97 

WANTED— A SITUATION A8 FIRST-CLASS 
overseer lor i^; can furnish recommendation 
from the besi planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma, La. 13-30-97 

WANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vege able gsrdeniog, city or country; good 
references on hand. Address A. B., 618 St Louis street, 
city. ia-a8-97 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 

an experienced, energetic snd sober young plan- 
ter; At references furnished. Address C. LAUllKNT, 



WhitecasUe, La. 



ias3-97 



-m- ANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
^^ ber young m m wants position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; giltedKe 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
iga^ Bayou Road Hreet. New OrUann, La. ia-a8 07 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque- 
mine. La. 19-33 97. 

WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans, La. 
xa-»3 -97^ 

WANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
sober youne roan wants position as manager of 
small stoie on plantation; salary or commission; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1928 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. 13-17-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
boiler for crop of i8q8, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Ot leans. 

^ '3 31 97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
long experience, and can furnlsn good references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be hsd for 
1898. at living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, Lai 
13-1607 



WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
mansger on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recom- 
mendations Irom prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and Lapides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Addrtss bMI TH, care this office. 13-16-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, Ac- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New OrleauH, La. 
'a«5-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OK 
manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address B. C. MARSHALL, CheneyYiUe, La. 

13-7-97. 



WANTED— A position ss mansger on a sugar 
plantation for 1898. by a pracucal cultivator of 
large experience, who cvn furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of Tie Chi*/, DonalJsonville, La. 



WANTED— A YOUNG LADY WISHES A POSI- 
*^' tion as governess in a Catholic family; good 
references And moderate terms. Address MISS K, 



care this office. 



.13-97. 



TXTANTED— SITUATION OS SUGAR PLANTA- 
*" tion or saw-miil, as boarding house keener; 
long experitnce; can furnish best of references. Addn ss 
COMPitTENT, care Louisiana Planter, New Or- 
leans, La. 11-17-97. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
bv sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
stands his bueiness. Addiess HUSTLER, 1100 Dante 
street. New Orleans, La. 13-8-97 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; aUo position for 189S on 
tlantation, as manager or assUtant or time and book- 
eeper: experienced, and can give good reference. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. 13-4-97 



WANTED — POSITION AS BOOK-KEEPER, 
manager of store or laree farm, or any other posi- 
tion of trust on plantation, where strict honesty and re- 
liability are appreciated. I am 50 years of age, married, 
of good education, and re^^dy to enter position on or 
after January 1,1898. Address CHAS. 8. FRITdCH, 
Port Allen, La. »*4-97 

WANTED— By a young lady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
conntry, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; b«il 
qualifications; highest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z, care Plamtxr. 13-3-97 



WANTED — POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker ; has had long experience, and can 
furnish evidence of competency. Address H. S. LEWIS, 
<Soa Gravier street. Citv 11-10-97. 



WANTED- A MAN WITH PEItFECT Ac- 
quaintance with the Spanish Isnguage. both in 
speaking and writing, and some knowledge in book- 
keeping, to take responsible office position on sugar 
e&tate Tn Mexico; must have unexceptional references 
and be willini^ to bei^in on a small salary; a good op- 
portunity ana first-class position to satibtactor^ person. 
Address, with age, nationality, and other details, B. F. 
JOHN&TON, 835 Warren avenue, Chicago, 111. 

II-10-97 



WANTED- AN ASSISTANT ENGINEER ON 
sugar estate in Mexico; sober, indusirious man 
ot experience, with refeiences, prelerubly with some 
knowledge of Spanish; a lite position to the r ghi man : 
salary t-mall. Answer, stating age, nationality, marnea 
or single, salary desired per year, etc., to B. F. JOHN- 
STON, 835 Warren avenue, Chicago, 111. 
11-10-97 



WANTED — A COMPETENT AND EXPERI- 
enced machinist and sugar plantation engineer 
wisnes to engage by the year with good people, at a 
small salary; references good; habits t-trictly sober; 
time to begin Jan ary 1, 189S, or to suit aKreement. Ad- 
dress P. H. E., Engineer, 734 Dublin street, Carrollton, 
^ "-7-*/7 

WANTED— BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS* 
experience in sugar manufacture and refining, a 
position in Lr»uisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries snd factori«s: can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Adaress H. S. R., Box 
13S6, New Orleans, La. 11-9-97 



w 



ANTED— TWO COMPETENT DOUBLE 
effect men. Apply 3ib Canal street, city. 

10-30-07 



TXTANTED— CHEMICAL POSITION IN SUGAR 
^^ house, by younsr man, graduate of Stanford Uni- 
versity; can read and speak French, English and Ger- 
man. Experienced in sugar making and refining in 
California. Address. G. H. BALDWIN, Shxeveport, La. 



WA.^ TED — POSITION AS STENOGRAPH HR 
'• and typewriter, by a competent young lady; excel- 
lent references. Address STENOGKr\PH£R, care 
M. R. Powers, 704 Common su eet. New Orleans. 11-6-97 



UTANTED-BEltT SUGAR ENGINEER, HAVING 
'^ had large practice in designing beet sugar houses, 
and with experience in erecting and running, would like 
to coneect with some new company or manuftcturer of 
sugar machinery; best of reference*: and satisfaction 
assured. Address SUITABLE, care Louisiana Plan 
TBR. ii-a 97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CABPENTER AND 

^^ millwright; understsnd putting up shafting and 
setting up machinery; twenty year** experience. Ad- 
dress GEORGE HlNMAN, Franklin and Josephine 
streets. New Orleans, La. 11-1-97 



WANTED— A P081TI0N AS A SUGARMAKER: 
vnlling to do his own polariziit.on ; has haa 
eighteen years' experience ; can furnish reference. Ad- 
dress ALFKED KOUSSEAU. thU office. > i 4*97 



rXTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 

W has had eighteen years' experience; can furnish 

good reference. Address M. MONTEGUDO. 437 

En ghlen street, citv. 30 10-97. 

WANTED— A POSITION ON A PLANTATION 
as a darifier, centrifugal man or sugar boiler in 
steam train or open pan. A Mo. i reference from some 
of the best men in the State. Address J. B. TREPaG- 
NIER, 1583 Miro street. New Orleans. 30-10 97. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
has had fifteen years' experience; can furnish 
good recommendations. Address JOSEPH CADRO, 
Bnghie natid Decatur streets, city. 30-10-97. 
— » 

WANTED— BY A YOUNG LADY AS GOV- 
emess In the country for small children; salary 
|io a month and boara; good reference. Address 
TEACHER, care station E, New Orleans. 10-37-97 



WANTED— POSITION BY A FRENCH SUGAR 
boiler recently arrived from Cuba. Has been 
first sugar boiler during twenty-five years in the most 
:mportant sugar houses in Cuba. Address A. B., this 
office. 



WANTED— BY A VERY COMPETENT SUGAR 
house and distillery chemist or sugar maker, 
a position in an important sugar house ; eighteen years' 
experience in the most important sugar houses in Cuba 
(Porto Rico). Address A. D. R.. t^is office. 



WANTED— A YOUNG l-RENCHMAN, 34 
years of age. desires a position in a sugar hotsse 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 

£B mechanic in France and in the mo^t important sugar 
ouses in Cuba. Address M. N., this office. 10-33 97. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER 
by a competent man, who can furnish srood refer- 
ences. Address ALPHON8E CARRILLOUX, Deten- 
tion Camp, Waggaman, La. 



m-AN TED-BY A RELIABLE MAN OF EXPS- 

W rience, a position a» sugar maker; well up in the 

management of central factories. Address SUGAR 

MAKER, No. 1716 Baronne street. New Orleans. 

'0'4 97 

WANTED-YOUNG MAN OF a6. SOBER AND 
industrious, wants a position as assistant sugar 
toiler or chem st of some surar facto y or estate in Cuha. 
Hawaii or Mexico; have had fourteen years of practical 
experience in manufacture of sugar. Adaress bUGAR, 
^Vaggaman P. 0.,Jelferson Parish, La. «»-7*97 



\TrANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR WEIGHER 
VV or clerk or fireman; can fill any with compe- 
tency. Address A. J. CASTIN, 1539 Mandeville street, 



city. 



10-30-97. 



rXTANTED- A POSITION; A HANDYMAN ON 

VV a plantation ; can furnish recommendation. Ad- 
dress WM. J. TON G LET, 413 Royal street. New Or- 
leans, La. ii-S-97 

WANTED— HOSTLER FOR MEDWAY PLAN- 
taUon, Bayou SaU, St. Mary parish. Applv with 
reference to D. J. KER, North Bend Plantation, Foster 
P. O., La. 

WANTED-A POSITION ON A PLANTATION 
as centrifugal man, by a first-class sugar drier. 
Address H. A. WHALEY, care of Wm. Johmon. 7000 
Magazine street, New Orleans. 9-38-97 



To rLease Sugar Plantation with 
Modem Sugar House. Address, 

JESSE W. ROSS, 

S2II ST. CHARLES AVBNUC, 

NEW ORLEANS. 



T"" ^nr:^'"' "^ ^■"•T^.. JyrKlsli and RysslanSailis 



. MAKES THB. 



NEW ST. CHARLES 



ABSOLUTELY FIREPROOF 



One of the larg^est as well as one of the Best 
and Most Attractive Hotels in this Country .... 

500 Rooms. - - 200 Private Bath Rooms. 

Kept on the AMERICAN PLAN and first-class in every respect. 



Rates from $3 par day up, according to size and iocafion of Rooms. 
^M A, R. BLAKELY & CO., Ltd.. Proprietors- 



Digitized by 



Google 



The LOUISIANA PLANTER 



J^ND 



DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR, RICE AND OTHER AGRICCLTURA' . INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. 



Vol. XX. 



NEW OBI.EANS, LA., JANUARY 8, 1898. 



No. «. 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

AMD 

SUGAR MANUFACTXJRER, 

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THB 
iMtiMkma Sugar RlunHn' M$8ociafion, 
i9C9ti%ion Branch Sugar PfanfarB' M990cia(ion, 
iouwana Sugar Ch9mM$' M$$oeiathn, 
SanaoB Sugar Orowre' M99oeiafion, 
7§rM Sugar Plantwn' M$90ciafiott. 
PobUibtd ftt N«w OflMM, La., arsy Saturday Mornlag 

BT THK 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUPACTURBR CO. 

D«TOted to Louisiana Agricaltnre in goneral, and to 
tike Sofl^ Indnstry in particnlar, and in all iu 
brand&M. Agricmturaj, Mechanical, Chem- 
ical, Political and Commercial. 

BDiTORiAL coara: 

W. a STUBBS, Ph. D. W. I. THOBfPSON. 

W. W. FUGH. JOHN DYMOND. 

Bntcred at the Poetofice at New Orleans as second-class 
mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

Terms of Subscription (Indndlng postage) 43 00 

Pweign Snbacription..^...^ ....^ ^^ 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATBS. 



Space 



1 Inch 

9 inch 

8 inch 

4 inch 

8 inch 

6 inch 



7 inch.. 

8 Inch.. 

9 inch.. 



10 inch 

Half PagSL.... 
Poll Page... 



1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



I 6 00 
9 00 
14 50 
19 00 
23 00 
28 00 
32 00 
36 00 
38 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



t 12 00 
24 00 

36 20 

47 00 

08 70 

70 00 

81 10 

90 00 

90 00 

100 00 

100 00 

200 00 



f 18 70 

36 00 

04 40 

71 20 

88 10 

100 00 

121 70 

130 00 

142 00 

100 00 

220 00 

400 00 



$ 20 00 

48 00 

72 00 

90 00 

117 00 

140 00 

162 00 

180 00 

190 00 

200 00 

300 00 

000 00 



All commonications should be addressed to Thb 
Loi^tnAifA PLAMTsa, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



LIST OP 

McCall Brothers. 
MeCall ft Legendre, 
Leon Oodchaux, 

tmes Teller. 
Lemann ft Bro. 
Leence Sonlat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. E. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, ' 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Poos ft Bamett, 
H, C Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Shattuck ft Hoffman, 
Smile Rost, 
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T.O.McLaury, 
US. Clark, 
J. B.Levert, 
Simpson Homor, 



ipson Homor. 
_ B. Bloomfleld, 
W. W. Sutdlffe, 
Johns. Moore, 



V 

t 



5TOCKHOLOBRS, 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Sonlat, 
D. R. Calder, 
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Hero ft Malhlot, 
W,J, Behan, 

tX. Moore, Jr., 
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iohn A. Morris, 
C. H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
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C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Fnce, 
E.ftJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Mlll&en, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A. Becnet. 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BXBCtJTXTB COKlftTTBB: 



, . Henry McCaU, 

Laden Sonlat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R^Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President, 



The Sugar Beet Industry at Grand 
Island, Neb. 

In this issue we publish a report of a 
committee from Lasalle county, 111., 
which went to Grand Island to investi- 
gate the beet sugar industry there with 
a view to its establishment in Lasalle 
county. The f*eport of this committee, 
as published in our columns, is a very 
instructive one, and gives striking rea- 
sons for the general bent of the farmers 
of the West at the present time toward 
engaging in the beet sugar industry. It 
is not that the industry promises to be so 
extremely lucrative, but that, ordinarily, 
farming, as conducted during recent 
years, has proven so very unremuner- 
ative, the resulting feeling of discontent 
is leading farmers generally to long for 
some industry that shall prove more re- 
munerative. The practically unanimous 
reports of good results made by these 
farmers about Grand Island would seem 
to carry conviction to the minds of any one 
interested in 15-cent corn and 50-cent 
wheat. There is no doubt but that the 
American inventive faculty, which is 
now being concentrated upon the beet 
sugar industry, will cheapen the process 
of beet cultivation just as it has cheap- 
ened the process of corn cultivatioA. If 
the prices of sugar be maintained, which 
seems probable, for several years to 
come, the dream of the Western farmer 
that he shall secure some more remuner- 
ative crop than corn or wheat seems 
likely to be realized. 



5ugar Beets in New York State. 

In a recent issue of Willett & Gray's 
Statistical, a statement was given of the 
average tests made by the State College 
of Agriculture at Ithaca of beets grown 
in experimental plats in twenty-four 
counties of the State. These consider- 
able plantings of sugar beets indicate 
the interest taken by the farmers in th^ 
sugar-beet industry, and the favorable 
results in tonnage and sugar content 
would indicate that this interest will be 



intensified and doubtless lead to a con 
siderable development of the beet-sugar 
industry in that State. 

The average sugar content of the beets 
from these twenty-four counties reported 
was 16.89 per cent.; the purity is re- 
ported at 83.5 per cent., and the yield 
per acre in tons of beets at 16.95. 

These results have been calculated 
from 425 samples that have come from 
272 experimental plats,* and there could 
hardly be any better experimental test 
than we find here made. It would hardly 
require the gift of prophecy to truth- 
fully say that the beet sugar industry is 
destined to have a large future in New 
York State. 



The Velvet Bean. 

We learn from the Rural New TorJcer 
that this bean was planted on its Long 
Island farm over fifteen years ago j that 
the seed came from Japan to Professor 
Georgeson of the Kansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station. If this bean pos- 
sesses the merits that some of its friends 
think it has, it will work quite a revolu- 
tion in Southern agriculture, but it will 
find a hard competitor in the cow pea, 
that has occupied the field for so long a 
time and which everywhere gives such 
universal satisf aotion as a soil renovator 
and as a first-class forage plant. 



The Foundrymen's Association. 

^E LomsiANA Planter acknowledges 
the receipt from Mr. Howard Evans, 
secretary, of an invitation to join in the 
seventy-fourth meeting of the Foundry- 
men's Association, which was held at 
the Manufacturers' Club, on Wednesday 
evening, January 5. The programme 
for the occasion states that the anneal- 
ing of malleable cast iron was to be 
treated by Mr. George C. Davis of the 
manufacturing house of Thos. Devlin 
& Co., of Philadelphia, and Mr. Robins^ 
of the Clement Pneumatic Tool Com- 
pany, was to read a paper on the Im' 
proved Pneumatic Tools for Foundry User 
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The Planter has no doabt but that the 
l^entlemen had an enjoyable and profit- 
able meeting and regrets its inability to 
attend. ^^^^^^ 

The Louisiana Sugar Planters* Asso- 
ciation. 

The January meeting of this associa* 
tion will be held on Thursday next, Jan- 
uary 13, at 8 o'clock p. m., at No. 339 
Carondelet street, New Orleans. The 
subject of •* Crystallization in Move- 
ment" will be discussed and a very 
large attendance is expected. Several 
valuable papers have been prepared for 
the occasion and all interested, whether 
members of the association or not, are 
/cordially invited to be present. 



who desire to attend^the session at Crow- 
ley. It will be necessary to pay full fare 
going and to obtain from the railroad 
agent the proper certificate of such pay- 
ment. Those who attend the meetings 
can have these certificates endorsed by 
the secretary and secure return tickets 
at one-third fare. Unless these precau- 
tions be taken the reduced fare can not 
be secured. 



Louisiana State Agricultural Society. 

The twelfth annual session of the 
Louisiana State Agricultural Society, 
which will be held at Crowley, Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday, January 26, 
27 and 28, promises to be an exception- 
ally interesting session. The wonder- 
ful vitality, energy and ability of the 
good people of Southwestern Louisiana 
are nowhere more manifest than at 
Crowley. The parish of Acadia is 
already a record breaker, having a few 
years back made the largest rice crop 
£ver harvested in any parish in the 
State. Her rice mills, located in Crow- 
ley, outnumber those in any other town 
in the State, New Orleans excepted, and 
promise to exceed even these. Crowley 
is now a large town, with hotels, banks, 
factories, college, schools and churches, 
where a few years back the monotony of 
limitless prairies was unbroken by a 
:fiingle building. 

These strong, active, enterprising 
new people are the ones who have called 
the Louisiana State Agricultural Society 
to come to them and hold thi^ annual 
meeting in their live town. One of the 
features of the meeting will be the 
annual session of the Louisian.i Stock 
Breeders' Association, which was organ- 
ized in Baton Rouge last January, and 
under the presidency of that able, ener- 
getic and successful stock breeder, Mr. 
W. L. Poster, of Shreveport, promises 
to take front place among the live stock 
organizations of the South. 

The secretary of the Louisiana State 
Agricultural Society has made arrange- 
ments with several of the railways to 
ixansport at one and one-third fares those 



Louisiana 5tock Breeders' Associa- 
tion. 

This new organization, which was 
brought into existence in Baton Rouge 
last January, at the annual meeting of 
the State Agricultural Society, will hold 
its first public meeting this season at 
Crowley, in connection with the State 
Agricultural Society, Friday, January 
28, having been allotted to this organi- 
zation to make its showing. 

While the stock breeding industry is 
one of the oldest ones in the State of 
Louisiana, the plains of the Attakapas 
having been covered with horses and 
cattle for more than a hundred years, 
modern stock breeding, as now conducted 
with high grade stock, is a new indus- 
try in this State, and one in which our 
people could excel with the greatest 
ea^e if they would simply investigate 
the advantages that we possess and 
avail of them. When we consider how 
profitable stock raising has been in many 
of the Western States of the Union, 
and under what disadvantages they labor, 
as compared with ourselves, we can read- 
ily imagine what a future there is for us 
in this direction if we could only de* 
velop it. 

A number of distinguished speakers, 
familiar with stock raising, will be on 
hand at Crowley, and it is hoped that 
the industry will be given an impetus at 
that time that will be felt for years 
to come. Let every friend of improved 
stock in the State of Louisiana lend 
a hand upon this important occasion. 



A Central 5ugar Refinery for Houma. 

The Houma Courier in its last issue m 
a leading editorial brings out the ad- 
vantages of a central sugar refinery if 
located at that point: The parish of 
Terrebonne standing now second among 
our sugar parishes in the extent of its 
production, the Courier argues that an 
establishment located at Houma could 
not only get all the supplies that it 



might want of the raw material, but 
would be advantageously located for 
the distribution of the refined product 
to all parts of the country. Just as our 
beet sugar factories in the Western 
States turn out pure white sugars ready 
for immediate consumption, so can our 
great central factories turn out pure 
white sugars equal to any in the land if 
they so desire. It is simply a question 
of industrial economics and will settle 
itself in each locality based upon its 
advantages. The Houma Courier believes 
that the interests of that community lie 
in the creation of a great central factory 
which will turn out pure white sugar for 
direct distribution to the whole country. 



The Cane Crop. 

Quite a severe freeze was chronicled 
during the past week all over the sugar 
belt, but the campaign is so very near its 
end that it was of but little consequence 
as a factor in the sugar output. There 
are indications of a considerable increase 
in acreage for next year, and the work 
of preparing the land is progressing 
under favorable auspices. 



Crystallization In Motion* 

The subject of ''Crystallization in 
Motion" has lately attracted a great 
deal of attention among the local sugar- 
planting fraternity, who see in it a 
possible relief from the expense of 
maintaining hot rooms with their equip* 
ment of sugar wagons, and all the an* 
noyances and delays incidental to the 
tedious method of bringing low products 
to grain which now prevails. Of such 
importance has this matter been consid^ 
ered that it has been selected for dis- 
cussion at the next meeting of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, 
where we hope considerable light will 
be thrown on the matter, some valuable 
papers having been prepared by experts 
who have had experience with the appa- 
ratus used in effecting rapid crystalliza- 
tion by movement. 

Those who were particularly interested 
in the subject were afforded a valuable 
opportunity last Tuesday, through the 
courtesy of Mr. E. P. Eastwick, Jr. , to wit- 
ness an apparatus which does this work 
in actual operation on the Beka planta- 
tion of Messrs. Levert & Harrell, some 
twelve miles below New Orleans, on the 
Algiers side of the river. Mr. Eastwick 
secured the fine new tugboat Robert W. 
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Wilmot, which is the most powerful 
craft of her kind in this or any other 
harbor in the United States, and on his 
inyitation some twenty gentlemen, in- 
cluding Mr. Eastwick himself and his 
local representative, Mr. W. L. Dear- 
born, Messrs. John Barkley, J. N. Pharr, 
Theo. Schmidt, M. Israel, Charles God- 
chaux, P. B. Preret, Hebert, Boudreaux, 
Himel, Morgan, Jacob, McDonald, Per- 
chaud, Cunningham, Mr. C. M. Whit- 
ney and Mr. A. L. Marshall of the 
Whitney Iron Works Company ; Judge 
Emile Bost, president, and Mr. Reginald 
Dykers, secretary, of the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association, boarded the boat 
about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, and 
were hurried down the river at the rate 
of nineteen miles an hour to Beka, 
where they disembarked. 

The apparatus erected at Beka was 
designed and patented by Mr. Eastwick 
and manufactured by the Whitney Iron 
Works. As there will be a model of it 
on exhibition at the meeting of the as- 
sociation next Thursday night, and as 
an electrotype of it appears in the ad- 
vertisement elsewhere in this journal, a 
description of it is not necessary here, 
where our space is somewhat limited . The 
apparatus was critically examined by the 
visitors, and while they were there Mr. 
Harrell, one of the proprietors of Beka, 
allowed it to discharge some of the 
mass of low product it had contained 
for the past twenty-four hours. The 
stuff had an excellent grain, as good 
as would have been secured by weeks 
of waiting in the hot room, and 
the operatives and owners seemed 
highly pleased with the results 
they were getting. Only about one- 
tenth of one horse-power is required to 
operate the device, which is a great ad- 
vantage over many similitr tjrpes of ap- 
paratus extant, most of them requiring 
some six or eight horse-power. It re- 
quires but little attention, does away 
with all the labor, expense and delay in- 
cident to crystallization in wagons, and 
it will doubtless be placed in a number 
of sugar houses during the coming year. 



Hawaiian Annexation. 

The Louisville Courier Jotimal, of De- 
cember 29, contains an excellent article 
anent our proposed annexation of 
Hawaii, written by a Hawaiian n\er- 
chant, who knows whereof he writes, 
and exposes the fallacy of the arguments ' 



and the disingenuousness of the annexa- 
tionists. 
The Courier-Journal says : 

Now that the question of the annexation of 
Hawaii is being generally discussed, the fol- 
lowing from an intelligent resident on the isl- 
ands is of much interest. The writer is Mr. 
Robert Oatton, fer twenty years a resident of 
Honolulu. He is a relative of Mr. L. T. 
Davidson, of ih\» city, and the matter pre- 
sented is taken from a private letter to Mr. 
Davidson. Mr. Catton fires some centre shots 
at Congressman Berry and other annexation- 
ists, and riddles their arguments with a single 
broadside. He writes : 

** You ask me what I think of annexation. I 
think it would be a mistake on the part of the 
United States and a misfortune for Hawaii. I 
enclose a clipping from a local paper purport- 
ing to give Mr. A. S. Berry's reasons, * why 
Hawaii should come into the Union/ and ^ the 
advantages that would accrue to the United 
States.' Mr. Berry was here recently, and is, 
I believe, a representative from Kentuolcy in 
Congress. I shall reply to his reasons in 
their order, without transcribing them entire. 

^* He assumes that the nation which owns 
the islands will be in a position to command 
the entire Pacific coast. That is a very wide 
assumption. Indeed, this idea of * command- 
ing ' the Pacific coast from a distance of 2100 
miles has been so stretched in length as well 
as width that it is quite thin enough to see 
through. The nation that you are most likely 
to go to war with is Great Britain— and that is 
about as likely as that you and I should fight 
a duel, but suppose you annex the islands and 
get to fighting the British; what sized fieet do 
you suppose would be required to hold them 
and shut up the enemy in Esquimau? And if 
you could not do both, what would prevent 
him from so blockading the islands that neither 
coal nor provisions could be landed? 

^^ There are no coal mines here, and all we 
eat, except beef, rice and vegetables, is im- 
ported. It is further assumed that with pos- 
session of Hawaii the sway of the United States 
over the commerce of the Pacific would be as- 
sured. I don't know just what this means, for 
all the difference that the annexation will 
make to the commerce of the Pacific will be 
the prohibition of other than American vessels 
trading between here and the Pacific States. 
That will be some detriment to Hawaiian com- 
merce, but not a great deal, comparatively, for 
now almost the whole of the trade between the 
islands and the coast States Is done under the 
American fiag. The 'commerce of the Pa- 
cific,' if that be understood to mean the trade 
between Asia and America* will continue with 
the most enterprising ship owners, be they 
American, British or Japanese. 

"Mr. Berry's second point is : 'If the United 
States shall not seize the islands they will be 
seized by some other power.' It is something 
to have it admitted by an annexationist that 
annexation will be a seizure. So it will, but 
the assertion as to seizure by some other 
power is altogether gratuitous and void of 
foundation. No other power is foolish enough 
to fight the United States, as it towould have 



do, for the possession of the islands, and I 
was very much surprised at the measure of 
success which attended the efforts of the pres- 
ent Hawaiian government to impress your 
people with the danger of interference from 
Japan. 

*' Mr. Berry cites figures showing the value 
of the Imports and exports of Hawaii as a rea- 
son for annexation from a merely business 
point of view, but as 95 per cent, of the whole 
trade is with the United States, I fail to see 
that it is worth while for them to assume so 
much (rouble and spend so much money, as is 
proposed, to secure the other 5 per cent. 

" ' Annexation would take Hawaii out of 
the field of international politics,' says Mr. 
Berry. Hawaii does not occupy the field. 
During a twenty-years' residence I have not 
seen or heard anything to lead me to suppose 
that any nation would question the authority 
of the United States to interfere with the 
island government. To support this opinion 
I may instance the reply of the British Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs to a question In 
the House of Commons at the time of the 
Stevens occupation of Honolulu : * What meas- 
ures, if any, have been taken by Her Majesty's 
government to protect British subjects and 
their interests in the Hawaiian islands during 
the present unsettled state of affairs there?'' 
' Her Majesty's government has perfect confi- 
dence that the friendly oflSces of the United 
States will be freely granted and prove per- 
fectly sufficient for the protection of British 
interests in Hawaii.' I have also seen in print 
the peremptory instructions from the Secretary 
of the Navy at Washington to the admiral 
here to see that British as well as American 
interests did not suffer. They will be found in 
the appendix to Mr. Blount's report of his visit 
to Honolulu. 

"Now, British interests here are equal to 
those of the rest of Europe, and if there is such 
a perfect understanding between America 
and England what does Mr. Berry find to 
which to attach the red flag of jingoism? He 
refers to the landing of foreign troops here 
three times during the last twenty-three years 
to quell disturbances. There was a disturb- 
ance at the first landing over the election of 
the late King Ealakaua, which 1 did not see. 
There was also a disturbance in 1889, put down 
without the men from the Adams having to 
take any hand in it, but there was most em- 
phatically no disturbance at all when Mr. 
Stevens landed the men of the Boston to as- 
sist him in 'plucking the Hawaiian pear.' 

"Mr. Berry admits that the Asiatic popula- 
tion of the islands could not be received into 
citizenship, and goes on to say that it would 
gradually disappear, under the terms of the 
annexation treaty, until little would be left in 
ten years. The present Asiatic population 
probably would, to reappear in the continental 
parts of the United States, and the question as 
to what population would take its place brings 
me to the principal part of the misfortune that 
I think annexation would be to the islands— 
the difficulty there would be in getting labor 
for the sugar plantations. 

"There are ardent annexationists here, who 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE SI.] 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Oorreapondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Now that the 
grinding season is practically over and no one 
cares particularly what the meteorological 
conditions are, the weather bureau is on its 
good behayior and the plantations that are 
still in the throes of the cane harvest are hav- 
ing the nicest kind of weather in which to 
wind up their work. 

Only one factory is still in operation in As- 
cension, and that is the Belle Helene, which 
will be turning its rollers until about the 15th 
instant. 

The Houmas Central wound up its campaign 
OB the last day of the old year, obtaining a 
sugar total of about 8,000,000 pounds, as esti- 
mated, from 47,000 tons of cane. The output 
of the Miles Company^s factories will be in 
the neighborhood of 18,500,000 pounds, as re- 
ported last week. New Hope's average, which 
was said last week to be 172 pounds per ton, 
was really 190>^ pounds. This is the banner 
record for Ascension, and if any other factory 
in the State can excel it, let the figures be 
cited. 

Hermitage wound up yesterday, obtaining 
3,103,000 pounds of sugar, an average of 171 
pounds per ton. 

The total product of this parish is within 
2,000,000 pounds of that of 1896, which aggre- 
gated 46,677,000 pounds, and the cane from 
three large plantations has been taken into St. 
James for conversion into sugar. 

On every hand reports are that the planting 
for this year's crop is unusually heavy, and if 
nothing unforeseen prevents, the yield for 1898 
will be a record breaker, so far as concerns 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 

[Speolal OorreSpoDdeDoe.1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been elegant since last report. The rainy 
threats mentioned came to naught, it having 
turned cold without the usual rain. A steady 
wind blew all of Friday and part of Saturday, 
and on Saturday night the thermometer 
dropped to the 20 deg. mark. All cane sprouts 
above the unround, as well as numerous vege- 
tables, were cut down. The soil has dried 
out beautifully and field forces on all places, 
with few exceptions, are out in full, and work 
is being pushed with energy. Ploughing and 
cane planting are the principal works. Seed 
cane seems to be very good, though in places 
badly sprouted, owing to the warm fall. The 
rate of wages is still unsettled, but it is the 
impression that it will be 70 cents per day, the 
amount paid immediately before rolling. 

With the exception of the Catherine factory 
of the J. Supple's Sons Planting Company, 
Limited, the Iberville Planting and Manufact- 
uring Company's Cora factory, and Hon. James 
A. Ware's Belle Grove, all in the first or Bayou 
Qoula ward, the work of rolling is over. The 
crop has turned out well. The year 1897, nott- 
withstanding several drawbacks, was one of 
prosperity, and we predict a bright future for 
Iberville. 



The rolling season was brought to a success- 
ful termination last night at the Tally-Ho cen- 
tral factory, of the Geo. M. Murrell Planting 
and Manufacturing Company, Limited. The 
total output will reach 4,750,000 pounds, a 
larger crop than last year, although a smaller 
tonnage was ground. The average per ton was 
a fraction over 160 pounds. 

Mr. Charles £. Booksh has purchased from 
Capt. Charles A. Brusle the Cropper tract on 
Bayou Plaquemine. Price, $3500. 

The Whitecastle Lumber and Shingle Com- 
pany, Limited, of Whitecastle, La., has made 
quite a number of sales of small farms back of 
Whitecastle, mostly to men who were formerly 
tenants on sugar plantations in Assumption 
parish. These lands are being cleared up, 
and are gradually being put in cane, which 
will be sold to the factories on the front. 

The questions now agitating the minds of 
the sugar people of New Orl^ns. are also 
being considered by the sugar people of the 
country, who are unanimously of the opinion 
that if the only way the sugar business of New 
Orleans can be saved is by discrimination of 
freight rates against country points, the sugar 
business of New Orleans should go by the 
board. The sugar planter believes that he 
can weigh his own sugar and gauge his own 
molasses barrels and takes a certain pride in 
doing it, and if he can find people who will 
accept his weights and gauglngs and pay him 
a better price at his door than on the markets 
at New Orleans, he would be silly indeed to 
send his wares to New Orleans. It is not be- 
cause of favorable rates on railroads or dis- 
criminations on their part that so much sugar 
and molassea was sold direct to consumers this 
year. There are other causes, and if the sugar 
people of New Orleans want really to find out 
these causes, they will only have to look back 
at many of their account sales. There is not 
the margin in sugar there was formerly, and 
the planter has to look after and take care of 
his dimes. 

District Court will convene in regular jury 
session next Monday. Ibbrville. 



Assumption. 

[Special Oorreapondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter : A week exhilarat- 
ing in its sunshine, seemed particularly bright, 
coming as it did after the gloomy, disagreeable, 
murky weather of Christmas. There was ice 
two or three days, and on Saturday night and 
Sunday the thermometer touched 24 deg. All 
day Sunday there was ice in the shaded spots, 
and to-night (Monday) there will be another 
hard freeze. This weather will do no harm, 
save it may cause the loss of a few hours^ work 
in those factories still running. 

They have become few and far between now, 
Glenwood having wound up last week. The 
Westfield mills and those of Elm Hall are still 
turning, but even on these places the end is 
now in sight. 

Mr. John Vives seems none the worse for 
the active part he took in the campaign, and 
plumes himself over the good prices obtained 
for the products manufactured. 

To-day was almost too cold for active field 



work to be fully inaugurated. Same will start 
planting during the present week if the good 
weather holds up and will permit. I hear that 
there is some complaint of sprouting in the 
seed cane first put down, and for that reason 
planters are anxious to have it planted. 

The price generally to be paid for labor 
from what we can gather will be seventy cents 
per day for the best hands. This is an in-* 
crease of last year's prices, and shows that the 
planters are willing to share with the hand* 
the benefits from the higher prices caused by 
the Dingley bill. This is but right and proper, 
though, as a matter of fact, the price paid 
during the grinding season was really higher 
than justified by the price of sugar then ml ing« 

A chat with Mr. Monnot disclosed the fact 
that Elmfield this year made more sugar than 
ever before— we mean the total output. In- 
cluding bought cane. The levee work along 
this section is progressing rapidly, but the 
roads certainly need the attention of the police 
jury. There is one spot so bad that buggies 
are bound to go on the levee, in order to get 
by, and in consequence the new levee will 
suffer. If, as some say, the test of civilization 
be the state in which the highways are kept, 
we fear that civilization is at a low ebb in 
Assumption. 

The approaching wedding of one of our 
prominent professional men has put society in 
a fiutter. The bride is from an adjoining 
parish, and is spoken of as a social favorite. 
As the engagement is yet not ofiicially an- 
nounced, we are not in a position to give ttie 
names of the contracting parties. 

Mr. Willoughby Kittredge spent the holi- 
days at the Oaks. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Whlttington, of , Wash- 
ington, have been visiting relatives here. 

Dr. Sims, of Denver, and Mrs. Burgess are 
guests at Glenwood. Mr. Burgess was recalled 
to Texas after spending a few days at this 
typical plantation home. 

Miss Mary Foley left on last Monday for a 
stay of some time in Indiana, whence she will 
probably leave for a stay of some days in 
Chicago. 

Mr. William Baker will assist Mr. Blanchard 
in the field work of Ravenwood. Quite a good 
crop was made there this year, the cane being 
sold to the Oakley Planting Company. Mount 
Lawrence also made a large tonnage, some- 
thing over 4000 tons. As a rule the acreage 
planted this year will exceed that of last year, 
nearly every one having put down a larger 
amount of cane than usual — the brighter 
prospects for sugar doubtless causing more 
confidence in the future of this industry. We 
learn that among other improvements con- 
templated on Elm Hall will be the putting in 
of a larger mill in place of the present smaller 
one. We learn of other contemplated im- 
provements on several places that are, how- 
ever, not yet quite definitely settled upon. 

Messrs. Cornegay and E. P. Gilbert were 
recent visitors to Lafourche, and come back 
delighted with the house of Mr. Mathews, Of 
Georgia plantation. 

Mr. H. S. Crozier was in Assumption on 
Sunday, shaking hands with his numeroQl 
warm friends. 
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Captain and Mrs. Jas. A. Lanier are visiting 
relatives in New Orleans. 

Mr. Louis Landry is spending some days in 
Aasumption. More Anon. 

Terrebonne. 

fSpeoIal Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Bat for the low 
^mperatures which prevailed daring the first 
three days of the new year the weather latterly 
has heen very favorahle for the harvesting 
of .the cane crop ; the roads where travel is 
constant are becoming dasty. Usaally at this 
reason of the year hauling is not only arduous 
but at the same time very expensive, owing 
to the bad condition of the dirt roads. 
When the recent cold waVe made its advent 
the quantity of the standing cane was very 
limited; those who had not had recourse to 
windrowing cut the canes in advance of the 
mill requirements and covered them with 
tops, which protected the stalks from the ef- 
fects of the freeze. Ice found on the morning 
of the first of January, but the following 
morning the temperature was lower, as in ex- 
posed vessels the thickness approximated one- 
half an inch. 

In some instances the operations of the 
factories have been retarded by the want of 
adequate supply of coal and wood, due in 
a great measure to defective boiler plants, 
bagasse burners and ^itilizlng hot water to the 
. utmost. To economize steam and hot water 
to the utmost will aid in decreasing the cost 
of manufacture. 

On the line of railroad the campaign has 
«nded at Magnolia, of Capt. J. J. Shaffer, and 
Ellendale, of Mr. Ed. McOollom, and on the 
lower Bayou Black, at Belle Farm, of Mr. C. W. 
Booage. On the Chacahoula, at Forest Grove, 
of Messrs. Buford & Bernard, grinding will be 
brought to a close at the end of this week or at 
an early date the next; but at Poverty Flat, of 
Messrs. McCollom & Cocke, it will be pro- 
longed for some time to come. Also at Ardoyne, 
of the Messrs. Shaffer Brothers. 

' Should the weather continue favorable the 
factories at Crescent Farm, the Shaffer Estate, 
Myrtle Grove, of Messrs. Barrow & Duplantis, 
Orange Grove, of Messrs. Dupont & Jollet, and 
Presqu'Ile, of the Messrs. Gueno Brothers (if 
not already through), will close down at an 
early date; also the Lower Terrebone refinery, 
of Messrs. Bush & Maginnis, and Ashland, of 
Messrs. Caillouet & Maginnis: but at Hon- 
duras, of Messrs. Shaffer & Morrison, and 
Argyle, of Messrs. Bonvillain Brothers, ten 
days or more may elapse before operations will 
cease. 

The sudden and unexpected death of Mr. 
Bernard, at Forest Grove, cast a gloom over 
the neighborhood, where he was highly es- 
teemed, as elsewhere where known. 

The weather for the last three days of the 
old year, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
was variable, and the new year Saturday was 
cold and clear, with thin ice; Sunday morning 
Was colder, with thick ice for this latitude; 
Monday, very heavy frost with some ice; Tues- 
day, somewhat spring-like with some cloudi- 
ness; Wednesday morning somewhat cloudy, 
with southeast wind. 



The weekly report from Sohriever is as 

follows, thanks to the courtesy of Mr. J. T. 

Moore, Jr. : 

Temperature. Balnfali. Sanshlne. 

December 27..47.0 85.0 26 

*' 28..61.0 34.0 26 

" 29.62.0 29.0 100 

" 80.70.0 80.0 100 

" 81.73.0 48.0 26 

January 1..65.0 80.0 26 

'" 2..46.0 21.0 100 

56.8 81.7 67 

Terrbbonnb. 



Vermilion. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The general say- 
ing is that things change from the sublime to 
the ridiculous, but we will just have to reverse 
the order of things this week to express the 
condition of the weather. When we gathered 
the general happenings for The Planter 
last week the most ridiculous weather of the 
season was prevailing, and to-day, and for 
several days past, the weather has been per- 
fectly sublime. It was very cold for several 
days, and especially on New Year's Day there 
was a general freeze- up, the thermometer 
registering 28 deg., but now it is considerably 
warmer. The great amount of rainy weather 
that we have had this season has hindered 
general outdoor work considerably, but 
a few weeks of such weather as we have en- 
joyed for the past six days will offer a first- 
class opportunity to catch up. 

Sugar making at the local mills has been 
finished up, and the yield proved very satis- 
factory as a whole. During the first part 
of the season the cane was green and light, 
consequently the yield was poor, but it 
gradually grew better, and the average yield 
will reach upward of 180 pounds of sugar 
per ton of cane. The Rose Hili refinery 
turned out about 2,226,000 pounds of sugar on 
a short run of 14,000 tons of cane, and the re- 
sults at other mills were about the same. A 
close canvass of the prospective cane crop for 
the coming season Indicates that the acreage 
will be increased at least 100 per cent, over 
last year's crop, and we hardly think there is 
a doubt but that increase will be realized if 
the seed put down for this year's planting 
keeps till it can be planted. Lots of seed cane 
spoiled last year, caused from wet weather, 
but to date this year there has been no com- 
plaint along that line. Doubtless the small 
planters learned a lesson by their previous 
losses. 

The machinery for building the large rice 
canal for Messrs. Hall & Slutz, on lower Bayou 
Vermilion, has arrived here, and these gentle- 
men are busily engaged getting it out to the 
place to begin work at once. This canal is to 
be about six miles long and will have a capac- 
ity of irrigating 6000 acres of rice. The ma- 
chinery is new from the factory and consists 
of an immense elevator and grader for throw- 
ing up levees, together with numerous smaller 
graders for finisliing up the canal. They ex- 
pect to have the canal ready to irrigate early 
rice. 

Mr. Charles Brown, of the firm of Brown & 
Davis, rice planters of Shell Beach, in the 



western part of this parish, is in Abbeville on 
business. Mr. Brown was one of the first to 
venture into rice in Vermilion and was the 
first to try irrigating for a sure crop. He in- 
forms your correspondent that he will cut 
down his acreage in rice this year and pay 
\3onsiderable attention to stock. 

Mr. Charlton Beattie, a prominent young 
lawyer of Thibodaux, La., is spending some 
time here shooting quail. 

Mr. Mlliner Brown, a large rice planter of 
West Vermilion, was in Abbeville this week. 
Mr. Brown says that the rice planters in his 
neighborhood are making preparations for an 
immense crop this year. 

Mr. J. Henry Putnam, of the Rose Hill, 
went to New Orleans on business a few days 
ago. 

Mr. Russell Putnam, son of J. Henry, left 
here last Sunday to enter the Cornell Univer- 
sity, New York, 

The new year dawned upon us very pleas- 
antly and was quietly observed in this section. 
As usual, many new resolutions were formed, 
but quite as many have been broken already. 
With the compliments of the season I beg to 
remain for the year 1898. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

* [Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The first of Jan- 
uary brings about moves and changes. JNew 
situations are sought for* in the hope of 
obtaining something better. But from what 
can now be learned it seems that at pres-> 
ent there is less disposition among tenants and 
those who have to rent to move than noted in 
past years. The laboring classes, while not 
making nor saving much ready cash during 
the past year, are, to all appearances, fully 
satisfied with their surroundings, hoping that 
the future will in the end bring to them some- 
thing better. 

The Planter's correspondent called at the 
Powhontas sugar factory on the 3d inst. and 
was received most graciously by Mr. Jas. 
McCracken, of the firm of McCracken Bros., 
proprietors of the Powhontas plantation and 
factory, as well as by Mr. C. G. Fuselier, man- 
ager ; Mr. Chas. A. Stewart, chief engineer, 
and his able assistant, Mr. Frank Kllleen. 

It was a pleasure to find the factory running 
without a jar, and as smoothly as the best bal- 
anced chronometer. The mill was doing ex- 
cellent work. The extraction was equal to the 
best. The juice, weighed in the presence of 
The Planter's scribe, showed 10 deg. Baum^, 
showing the rich quality of the cane grown on 
the place. 

Mr. Fusilier informed me that he had fully 
seventy-five acres of cane in the field to draw 
to the factory before he called a halt, and 
would not get through before the 20th of the 
present month. The sugar is of an excellent 
quality, showing conclusively that Mr. P. 
Loup, the sugar maker, is master of the situa- 
tion. Mr. Stewart, chief engineer, and his able 
assistant, Mr. Kllleen, informed me that after 
starting, and since the first few days at .the 
start, the machinery in the house has worked 
beautifully. Mr. Cobb, the stirring overseer, 
was absent at the time in the field, busy, as 
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is always the case with him, rashing cane into 
the factory. 

After a iimited time deyoted to, and pleasant 
moments passed with, friends, mechanics and 
manager at the Powhontas sugar factory, I 
could not but conclude that the proprietors of 
this fine factory need to congratulate them- 
selves on the manner in which their business is 
conducted, the character of the men employed 
bringing out success. 

Bidding all a pleasant adieu our next call 
was atEola, where it was my pleasure to en- 
joy a few moments with Capt. John A. Tarl- 
ton, only a few days up from St. Mary, where 
he was engaged on Mr. O. D. Berwick's Johnson 
plantation and sugar factory. Captain Tarlton 
informs me that Mr. Berwick made a very suc- 
cessful grinding; the yield per ton of cane to 
sugars was of the highest quality, and when 
footed up would give fully 200 pounds of sugar 
to the ton of cane worked up. The only fault, 
if there was one at all, was the light tonnage 
per acre harvested, owing to the dry nature of 
the weather during a part of the past season. 

Information of a reliable nature states that 
Mr. John F. McMillan, having for the past 
three years so successfully directed the man- 
agement of affairs on the Leinster plantation, 
has resigned his position there to engage in 
the mercantile business. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll succeeded well in getting 
his cane off to market in due season, having 
shipped his last *car load of cane on the after- 
noon of the 1st instant, and with most gratify- 
' Ing results. 

The weather has been all that could be 
wished for during the past week. The lowest 
drop in the mercury was on the morning of 
the 2d to 22 deg. Dry and pleasant. 

Erin. 

St. James. 

[Special Correspondenae.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Never has a new 
year been ushered in under more promising 
auspices than 1898 was. For a week previous 
to its birth the elements had made a perfect 
somersault, converting wet weather into dry 
weather. Last Friday premonitions of very 
cold weather were observed in the atmosphere, 
which developed into the arrival of old Boreas 
arrayed in his severest garments. Ice glit- 
tered like crystal, in large sheets in ditches, 
and candles of icicles hung in thick rows 
around houses and cisterns. After two days 
of shivering and freezing we are again basking 
in sunshine and temperate weather; heavy 
clothes are discarded, and humanity is almost 
under the impression that spring has signalized 
her permanent advent. In brief, the elements 
are simply glorious. 

Under the above propitious circumstances 
the rolling campaign, except in two or three 
oases, has expired. The only commentary to 
be made is that although not extraordinary, 
the crop of 1897 proved more satisfactory than 
prognostications in the beginning of the sea- 
son promised. In fact, the year was an aver- 
age good one, better prices for sugar partly 
compensating for other losses and shortage in 
the crop. That the planter is taking advan- 
tage of better prices is a fact which the large 



shipments daily made testify. We know of 
very few planters who are holding their sugar 
for still better prices, which are promised 
later on. Heretofore, though Louisiana 
sugar was considered only a handful, it^ 
arrival always affected the market to 
some extent, which always puzzled th& 
planter, who is not much versed in 
the doings on "'change.'' Still, this year, 
our shipments did not interfere with 
reasonable rates. An encouraging spirit to 
begin another crop prevails everywhere ; ex- 
tensive improvements and alterations occupy 
many lines in note books. 

Field work has already made some progress, 
and the odor of freshly tilled land predomi- 
nates in the air. The acreage of planting will 
be doubled, and we have heard of several rice 
planters who are going into the cultivation of 
cane. 

Messrs. Folse & Beltran, of Vera plantation, 
and Trosclair & Simon, of St. Joseph, have 
wound up their grinding campaign with very 
satisfactory results, ^o has Mr. Florian 
Waguespack, of Home place. Within the next 
few days those who are still grinding will fol- 
low suit. 

Mr. Lauve has taken possession of his posi- 
tion as manager for Mr. Ames on his planta- 
tion in Jefferson parish.' 

Mr. Christophe Moritz will assist Mr. Torian 
on Lauderdale plantation. 

A very pr etty home wedding was celebrated 
at the residence of Mr J. D. Gaskins, the con- 
tracting parties being Miss K. Freret and Mr. 
H. Cranberry, of Columbia, Tenn. 

Miss O. Mioton, of New Orleans, returned 
home last Thursday, after a month's stay at 
Oak Alley, Miss J. Sobral accompanied her 
to Kew Orleans for the holidays. 

St. Jambs. 



St. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The first effective 
cold spell we have had this season reached us 
Friday night. Previously heavy frosts and 
even light ico had appeared, but New Year 
arrived heavily coated in ice, the thermometer 
registering below 25. It was a bright sunny 
day, however. Until Wednesday the weather 
kept up its beautiful appearance, not a cloud 
was to be seen and the sky was of an un- 
tarnished blue, but It was too good to last, 
and now the foggy winter days are back and 
the sun seems almost to have forgotten us be- 
hind the clouds. 

The grinding campaign is now recorded in 
the annals of the past. Oneida, Helvetia and 
Uncle Sam factories, which had hitherto been 
on the delayed list, have brought operations to 
a terminus and now active preparations are 
being taken to begin a new crop with the new 
year. 

Ploughing is going on at many plantations, 
and after but a'f ew days' rest the negroes, having 
already spent the rest of their wages, have all 
gone merrily to work. 

With the happy prospect of a rising mar- 
ket, planters are busily engaged in preparing 
as much land as ciua be planted, and even 



untiUed grounds are receiving the help of the 
plow to grow more cane than usual. 

No changes are heard of, as far as managers 
are concerned, excepting on the Union, where 
Mr. Kennedy, of New River Settlement, has 
taken the place of Mr. Eugene Folse, who, we 
understand, will manage one of Mr. God- 
chaux' plantations in Lafourche. 

The rising river is already a topic of con- 
versation, and levee work is being well at- 
tended to. 

We note with pleasure the return of Louis 
Thibodaux, who had been away for almost a 
year, occupying a position as telegraph oper- 
ator In Donaldson ville. He has assumed the 
place of clerk in the Uncle Sam store. 

Rumor is afloat 'as to the establishment of a 
railroad station in the vicinity of White Hall, 
between Central and Union, thus shortening 
the distance to the different stations for the 
frequent *^ train riders" of the section. 

Convent. 

Iberia. 

The Morblhan Planting and Refining Associ- 
ation finished cane grinding a day in advance 
of Christmas, having had a very successful 
season. The machinery, overhauled during 
the summer by Engineer Jos. Boutte, was at 
its best, and the work of grinding was com- 
pleted without interruption. Encouraged bj 
their success the proprietors contemplate ex- 
tensive improvements for next year in the fac- 
tory and also the extension of their narrow 
gauge railroad further up toward St. Martin 
and also toward the prairie section north of 
New Iberia, crossing the Teche below the 
town. — yew Iberia Enterprise. 



St. nary. 

The Caffrey refinery turned down a large 
force of labor last Monday, owing to the fact 
that cane is now coming in so slowly that the 
whole day can not be consumed. The half 
force remaining will finish up, which will be in 
a few days. We are told the run will be only 
a little over half what was expected in August 
and September, on account of not being able to 
get the cars contracted for with the Southern 
Pacific, which were barred out of this section 
by the quarantine regulations, which renders a 
great many cane contracts dissolved, and 
which will entail considerable extra cost upon 
the concern, besides earning nothing from the 
work of manufacture, in that it had to be con- 
veyed to other mills in Its own neighborhood 
for whatever it would bring. The Caffrey i^- 
pears to be running through a streak of ill- 
fortune, from which we hope it will early re- 
cover, as it is a valuable commercial source to 
Franklin, and an honor to St. Mary. — Franklin 
News, 

The Political Science Quarterly. 

This most excellent quarterly, edited by the 
Faculty of Political Science of Columbia Col- 
lege and published by Ghm & Co., Boston, 
New York and Chicago, lias recently come to 
hand and contains a number of able, timely 
and interesting essays and reviews. The essays 
include The National Finances^ 1893-97^ by 
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A. D. Noyee; I%e Scholar^ a Opportunity, by 
Prof. J. B. Clark; The SUter Situation in India, 
by J. C. Harrison; The Proportion of Children, 
by W. A. King; Federal Trust Legislation, by 
€. F. Randolph ; Oovernment and Press in Eng* 
Jaftd, by Edward Torritt; Adam Smith's Lect- 
ures, by Prof. W. Hasbaok. 

Prof. Wm. A. Dunning gives A Becord of 
Political Events, oovering the calendar from 
May 9 to November 10, including among other 
Hems a statement of the Cuban question and a 
reference to Greater yew York, while the Be- 
views Include Dillon's Laws and Jurisprudence 
of England and America and Pollock's First 
Book of Jurisprudence, Wilcox' Study of City 
Government, Stlckney's State Control of Trade 
and Commerce, Booth's Life and Labor of 
the People in London, Wines and Koren^s 
Liquor Problem, Bullock's Introduction to t?ie 
Study of Economics, and a number of other 
iddportant works. This issue, dated December, 
1897, Is one of the most valuable of this always 
excellent quarterly and is worthy of the study 
of all seriously disposed thinking men. 



Foreign Bounties and Sug^ar. 

The fact that France, Germany, Austria- 
Hungary and the Netherlands are favorably 
considering calling a conference with a view 
of abolishing the entire export bounty system 
and the possibility that definite action may be 
taken within a few months have caused no 
little interest in sugar circles as to the influ- 
ence on prices of such a contingency, and also 
upon future sugar market conditions. The 
Netherlands, for instance, pay (in round num- 
bers) l}4 cents per pound bounty on sugars 
exported, while Germany pays about 1>^ cents 
on raw and % cent on refined. 

It is agreed that the removal of the bounties 
will mean a higher price for raw sugars. On 
the other hand, it is not believed that the ad- 
vance will be equal to the full bounties paid, 
since, with the removal of the bounties, there 
will doubtless be a corresponding modification 
in the bounty-paying countries of the internal 
revenues from which the bounties are paid, 
which may have some bearing on the con- 
sumption. According to a statement in the 
Vienna Wochenschrift, translated by Messrs. 
Willett & Gray In their Sugar Trade Journal, 
the tax on the consumption of sugar In Ger- 
many for the fiscal year 1896-97 amounted to 
$29,643,148, while the e^ort bounty amounted 
to $5,088,756. Should the tax on consumption 
be modified it would, to some extent, mean an 
increased consumption in Germany. The ex- 
tent of this increase is a matter that will re- 
quire practical demonstration to determine. In 
' this country it Is the experience of refiners that 
}i cent per pound exercises virtually no influ- 
ence in the consumption of sugar. In Ger- 
many the conditions may possibly be different. 

There is considerable diversity of opinion 
as to the possibility that the removal of the 
bounties may result in the re-establishment of 
an export business from this country to the 
United Kingdom. This business some ten or 
twelve years ago was of considerable volume. 
Under the drawback system it is possible for 
American refiners to compete wherever tlie 



freight chftrges will alloMr. It is* estimated by 
the Treasury Department in computing draw- 
backs of duties paid on raw sugars when re- 
fined sugars are exported that it takes 107>^ 
pounds of raw sugar 96 test to make 100 pounds 
of granulated. The present dhty is equal to 
$1.68>^ per 100 pounds, or $1.81 on 107>if 
pounds. As only 99 per cent, of the duties are 
rebated the amount of drawback on 100 pounds 
refined is $1.7-9. Using the foregoing figures 
the following statement, showing the com- 
parative prices at which American sugar can 
be laid down at Liverpool, may be made : 

Cents. 
Net price American granulated, f. o. b. 

New York, per lb 4.96 

Deduct drawback of duties 1.79 

Export price 3.17 

Ocean freight, Insurance, etc 08 



Net price laid down in Liverpool 3.25 

Gents. 
Net price, German granulated in 

Liverpool, per lb 2.76 

Export bounty allowed by Germany.. .38 

Price, German granulated, Liverpool, 

plus bounty 3.14 

Difference In favor of German granulated.. .11 

By this showing there is a difference of 
slightly more than 1-lOc. per pound In Liver- 
pool in favor of German sugar, and there are 
some of the most conservative membera of the 
sugar trade who believe that an export busi- 
ness can be re-established under favorable 
conditions. There are, however, very few 
who believe any business of this character 
could be immediately established. It must 
await a return to favorable conditions; such, 
for instance, as the pacification of Cuba and 
the lapse of sufficient time to enable the sugar 
production of the island to assume its normal 
volume. The United States is the natual mar- 
ket for Cuban raw sugar, but this year (to De- 
cember 22) the crop as estimated by Willett <ft 
Gray is only 218,693 tons. Last year the crop 
was 231,180 tons, while in 1896 it was 1,031,097 
tons. Of the crops named, 209,417 tons have 
been received in the United States from Cuba 
this year, comparing with 261,140 tons last 
year and 804,811 tons In 1895. 

It is evident, from the figures just given, 
that the comparative prices of American and 
German granulated sugars in Liverpool are 
under exceptionally favorable circumstances. 
The receipts of sugar in the United States 
amount all told to about 1,500,000 tons per year. 
With the curtailment of the Cuban crop it has 
been necessary to obtain supplies from other 
sources. 1 his yearns supply has been received 
from the following : 

Cuba 209.453 

Other West Indies 288,558 

Brazil 49,496 

Philippine Islands 11,657 

Europe 637,133 

Java 213,162 

Egypt 49,060 

Sandwich Islands 89,890 

Other countries 28,943 

U. S. domestic 9,313 



Tota' receipts 1,586,966 

The removal of the bounties means higher 
price of Cuban, as well as bounty- paid raw 



sugar, since they compete in the world ^s mar^' 
ket, and the price of one class adjusts itself to 
the price, of the other.. As a countervailing 
duty is charged by the United States against 
the export bounties, the bounties have slight, 
if any, infinence upon the price here. It is 
claimed beet sugar can not be profitably pro- 
duced for export in European countries with- 
out government aid, and the logical result of 
the removal of the bounties will, therefore^ be 
to control production, though the sugar trade 
believe that prices would only partially reflect 
the removal of such bounties. — New YorkJour^ 
nal of Commerce, 

Personal. 

Mr. fl. C. Boas, a prominent planter of St. 
Mary parish, was in the city on a visit a fe\^ 
days ago. Mr. Boas made his headquarters at 
the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. Oscar Zenor, of Avalan plantation, came 
up to New Orleans last Sunday and was the 
guest of Colonel Rivers^ hotel during his stay. 

Hon. A. V. Coco, of MarkSkVille, La., was in 
the city during the past week and registered at 
the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. B. C. LeBlanc, of Plaquemlne, La., who 
is a prominent sugar planter and also an in- 
ventor of considerable renown, having pat-* 
ented a cane carrier feeder, which is in use on 
a number of plantations in this State, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. LeBlanc 
was accompanied by his brother, Mr. S. 0< 
LeBlanc, who not only knows how to make 
sugar, but Is also well posted on how to sell 
sugar after It is made. These two gentlemen 
stopped at the Grunewald. 

We received a pleasant visit during the past 
week from Mr. George Schumann, of the Read- 
ing Iron Company, Reading, Pa. 

We received a pleasant visit last Thursday 
from Mr. Newell Sanders, president of the 
Chattanooga Plow Company, who is down here 
on one of his frequent trip3 . 

Mr. Max Rosenheim, chemical expert and 
all around good fdlow from New York, is at 
the St. Charles. Mr. Rosenheim represents 
Maas & Waldstein, manufacturing chemists of 
Gotham, and does a large business with the 
planters in bleaching compounds and other 
specialties. 

Mr. G. A. Jahn. an extensive rice dealer and 
miller of New York, was at the St. Charles 
Hotel during the past week. Mr. Jahn Is down 
here on business matters. 

Mr. H. L. Laws, of Cincinnati, who now has 
charge of the local affairs of the firm of L. C. 
Keever & Co., Is stopping at the St. Charles 
Hotel. The Clnclare plantation of Mr. Laws 
in West Baton Rouge is one of the finest 
factories in Louisiana and he is constantly 
putting Improvements on It to keep it abreast 
of the times. 

Mr. O. S. Mathews, of the Georgia planta- 
tion, in Lafourche parish, was registered at the 
Hotel Grunewald on Tuesday. Extensive im- 
provements win be made by Mr. Mathews in 
his sugar house this year. 

Mr. S. Prejean, of Donaldsonville, near 
which place he possesses extensive sugar 
planting Interests, was a recent visitor to New 
Orleans. 
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Chino* California. 

The continued dry weather is causing much 
aneaslneas among the farmers. Work on the 
ground is being delayed, and grain seeding 
will be quite late. As for the sugar beet crop, 
therc^ is as yet no cause to fear a lack of rain. 
The late rains are of more value than the 
«arly rains for sugar beets, and we yet have 
three months and more In which to get 
#ufl9cient rains for the crop. There is yet 
avery probability that we will have plenty of 
rain. But the delay in ploughing and prepar- 
ing the land will at the best throw a great rush 
ot farm work in a few weeks when the seed 
must be gotten in the ground. The sooner 
rain comes the better it will be. Prices of hay 
jae advancing, and every day that rain holds 
off now will see the price go still higher. 

Major George Easton came in yesterday, 
jifter spending Christmas at home in San 
Francisco. He says business is progressing 
here satisfactorily. Soon after the first year 
be will again commence a vigorous campaign 
of land selling. In the meantime the beet 
contracts for 1898 are being gotten in shape. 
About 3800 acres are already signed with 
J2aston, Eldridge & Co., and the major says he 
will not need to go off the ranch to complete 
Jils quota for the factory. An important deal 
^n which he is now figuring is the purchase of 
theOlinda ranch of 18,000 acres in Orange 
county, adjoining the Ohino ranch on the 
south, and running along the Santa river for 
several miles. If the company secures this 
they will connect the two ranches and open up 
ji fine system of roads across the hills. The 
Oneida is admirably adapted to dairying, and 
for that purpose will programme with the 
Chlno ranch in fine shape.— Champion^ Decern- 
2>er31. 

Watsonville, California. 

The day crew Is working at the factory this 
week, doing needed work. 

The factory sliced the last beet of the 1897 
campaign last Saturday night. 

The campaign which closed on Saturday 
.was not cut into by storms, and the mill had a 
most successful run — the average daily slicing 
being the highest ever shown by. an American 
sugar-beet mill. If the growing season had 
been as favorable as the milling season the 
Watsonville factory would have shown a rec- 
ord-breaking year. As it was it made the 
.best campaign of all the American mills, 
]iandling the b eavlest tonnage and producing 
^e most sugar. 

The last beets of the campaign were sliced 
at 9:45 p.m. on Christmas day. Following 
are figures for the season : Hours run, 2483 ; 
tons (2000 pounds) beets sliced, 110,786; tons 
(2000 pounds) sugar produced, 14,888; acres 
harvested, 10,305 ; yield per acre, tons (2000 
pounds), lOJ^. Delivery of beets extended 
over a period of 130 days, commencing August 
18 and finishing December 25. The milPs 
campaign lasted 119 days, from August 29 to 
Pecember 26 Inclusive. The yield per acre was 
low on account of an unfavorable spring. — 
Pajaronian, December 31 . 



Salinas, California. 

Q. B. Field, superintendent of construction 
of the steel work for the Spreckels Sugar Com- 
pany's buildings, returned from a visit to the 
Risdon Iron Works, in San Francisco, which 
he represents, last evening. Mr. Field states 
that work on the buildings commenced yes- 
terday, and as there are at present 100 car 
loads of material here and 100 more car loads 
coming within ten days, that work will be 
rushed through to completion. There are at 
present thirty men employed. Besides the 
construction, the Risdon Iron Works have the 
contract for the riveting to be done on the 
building, and Mr. Field says that there will 
arrive some thirty riveters from San Francisco 
the end of the coming week, so that the work 
of riveting may be commenced on New Year's 
day. Work will continue every day, except 
when It rains, as the company wish to have 
their portion of the contract completed before 
May 1, 1898.— 5aWn(w Index^ December 25, 



Eddy, New ilexico. 

Quite a large party of Eddy people will go 
up to Boswell on the noon train to-day to at- 
tend the ball and reception by the club of that 
city to-night. That a pleasant time will be 
enjoyed is a foregone conclusion, as the club 
members have a well-established record for hos- 
pitality. Most of those going will return to- 
morrow. A few will remain till Monday. — 
ArguSy December 31 . 

Eddy, New Mexico. 

The beet sugar company will plant about 
2000 acres of beets the coming season, on the 
Vineyard, the Green Home place, and various 
pieces of company land In the valley. Over 
200 Mexicans will be employed until after the 
thinning season is past. The company will, it 
is estimated, raise 8000 tons of beets on this 
acreage, and possibly 16,000 tons— all depend- 
ing on the season and care given the beets. 
Manager Goetz will not request farmers to 
raise beets as a favor, but with those who have 
made' a success In the last two seasons, con- 
tracts at $4 per ton will be made, if the farmers 
so desire. No person will be contracted with 
who has not lived up to past contracts. — The 
Eddy Current. 

Another Factory. 

Jackson county. Wis., expects to have a 
large sugar factory built by the Northwestern 
Beet Sugar Company. When the company 
has sufficient money to build and operate the 
factory, it is to be given a large amount of 
land. H. B. Cole, of Merrlllan, Is chairman 
of the local committee in charge of the matter. 
The concern had planned to start in time to 
work up the '97 crop of beets, but its contract 
is now being extended to '98.— LcAf Banner. 

A New Sugar Town. 

The Colonial Improvement Company has 
filed articles of Incorporation with the county 
clerk of Ventura county. The objects of this 
company are numerous and varied. The 
principal objects are to lay out town sites. 



carry on a general real estate business, ehgage 
in and carry on the boginess of agriculture 
and horticulture, construct boildings to sell 
and rent, construct and operate electric light 
plants, acquire water rights, etc The capital 
stock is $160,000, divided into 1600 shares of the 
par value of $100 each. The entire capital stock 
Is all subscribed. The principal stockholders 
are Henry T. Oxnard, holding 748 shares, and 
Mrs. Aranetta HllU holding 498 shares. The 
remaining 254 shares are held by N. R. Cott- 
man, Carl Fortius, C. Leonardt, L. W. An- 
drews, J. A. Drifflll, John 6. Hill, Ernest B. 
Hill and Thomas O. Tolond. 

In an interview, Lewis W. Andrews stated 
that the corporation has acquired 300 acres of 
land in the vicinity of the sugar factory site« 
On Monday the board of directors, composed 
of five stockholders, visited the acquired lands 
and selected the site for a proposed town. It 
was their Intention to name the proposed town 
Bayard, in honor of H. Bayard Cutting, an 
intimate friend of Henry T. Oxnard, but the 
name may be changed, owing to another 
railway station having a similar name. The 
town site will be laid out and improvements 
made immediately. This town site adjoins the 
Southern Pacific Railway track which has 
just been laid from Montalvo to the beet sugar 
factory, a distance of fiN^ miles. — L, A. Times. 



Obstacles to the Development of the 
Beet Sugar Industry. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Passing over the 
railroad from New York to Chicago, stopping 
off at all the principal stations, one can not but 
note the interest taken at each to secure a beet 
sugar factory. Farmers^ meetings are being 
held to discuss beet culture and the securing of 
contracts for the growing of beets with a view 
to enlisting capitalists to erect factories. Fol- 
lowing these efforts a canvass Is made among 
local capitalists, and here the difficulty begins, 
not however generally understood by the aver- 
age solicitor, as it is plausibly concealed. The 
representatives of the sugar trust, the local 
wholesale grocers In co-operation with the 
trust, who get a commission or drawback al- 
lowance on every pound of sugar furnished 
their locality through them, equal to about $1 
per barrel, at once become interested. No re- 
taller can obtain sugar from the trust. He 
must get his supplies of the wholesale grocer, 
who, in combination with the trust, helps to 
maintain uniform prices and such as will 
enable him and them to obtain a small profit. 

They, the trust, and the wholesale grocers, 
do not want local sugar factories where the 
consumer can buy direct or the retailers can 
get their supplies, leaving them out; they are, 
therefore, on the alert to discourage and de- 
feat every effort to secure a beet sugar factory, 
not openly, but stealthily, and many times 
under cover of the pretence that they are in 
favor simply to get inside and steer in such 
manner as to compass defeat. 

Thus the great effort being made by the gov- 
ernment to encourage the production of our 
own sugar falls dead, and but few are able to 
account for it or know how it is accomplished. 
•The law againstjcombinations to affect p»lceB 
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ia violated and ignored and goyemment defied. 
What are yon going to do about it? they plain- 
ly say. In the meantime they remain in con- 
trol and are able to IlIH off ever.^ attempt at 
fair competition, and farmers And their share 
in the promised new industry of growing sugar 
t>eet8 for a home factory effectively bloclced 
and their efforts paralyzed. 

R. H. Davis. 
New Torkj December 28, 1897. 



SvLZtit Beeta and Beet Sugar. 

The directors of the Owen Sound (Ont.) 
Beet Sugar Company have formulated a 
memorial to the Ontario government, asldng for 
ft lM)unty of half a cent per pound on all sugar 
made from beet in Ontario, on condition that 
the beet growers get $4.50 per ton for their 
beets, and a delegate to Toronto to lay the 
subject before the house. They will also ask 
the town of Owen Sound for a bonus of $20,000 
and some other privileges. They talk of build- 
ing a factory. 

A factory with 1000 tons capacity is to be 
built at Toledo, O., in time for next yearns 
orop. Local parties have subscribed the 
funds. 

Bingham ton, N. Y., has arranged for a beet 
iugar factory for 1898. The machinery will be 
taken from a French factory at St. Just, 150 
miles from Paris. 

There is only one sugar factory between the 
titate of Wisconsin in the Northwest and the 
State of Nebraska in the middle West, and the 
Eastern Atlantic coast, and that is in the State 
of New York. 

There are good prospectB that sugar beet 
culture will be engaged in in the neighborhood 
of Quincy, 111., in the near future, and on an 
extensive scale. The Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad Company is interested in a 
plan to induce the farmers to go Into the busi- 
ness. — New York Shipping List. 



The La Salle County (Illinois) Com- 
mittee's Report on the Beet 
SuzAt Industry at Grand Island, 
Nebraska. 

The committee appointed to investigate the 
heet sugar industry at Grand Island, Neb., re- 
ports as follows : 

After careful inquiry and investigation 
Among the farmers and others, it is the con- 
clusion of the committee that the beet sugar 
industry at Grand Island is a success, 

The sugar factory bein^ a private institu- 
tion, the details of the business could not, of 
•course, be made known to the committee, and 
the estimate presented of expenses and profit 
of a plant similar to the one at Grand Island is 
made up from data secured by observation and 
other sources. 

In the matter of beet growing, very definite 
and certain figures can be given. The results 
demonstrate that the average cost of growing 
heets at Grand Island is $27 to $30 per acre. 

Mr. Starke, who has 100 acres, estimates his 
cost at $27.50 per acre, as follows : 

Per Acre. 

Beed $2 00 

Work on beets until laid by 15 50 

Harvesting and delivery at factory 10 00 

$27 50 

Mr. Starke hires all his labor and much of it 
Is done by the acre. He estimates that the 
heet tops are worth $1 per acre for food, 



The yield of his crop is twelve tons per 
acre this year. The sugar content will average 
about Ib^i per cent. His receipts are $48 per 
acre; expense $27.50— leaving him a net profit 
of $20.60. 

The variety of beets that he raised this 
vear is the Hoeming Improved Klein Wanz- 
lebener, which is an early maturing variety 
and a kind that would probably be best suited 
for La Salle county. 

Mr. Giese, who has been raising beets since 
the factory started, seven years ago, gave the 
committee a detailed account of the expense 
per acre of raising beets as follows : 

Rent of land $6 00 

Ploughing and planting 2 25 

Twenty pounds of seed at 16 cents 8 00 

Cost of cleaaing and thinning 11 00 

Cultivating 1 50 

Harvesting 4 60 

Hauling to factory 8 50 

$81 75 

His crop of twenty- five acres is yielding 
this year fourteen tons per acre, which at ^ 
per ton brings $56 an acre, or a net profit of 
$24.25. 

Mr. Giese^s farm is near the factory and 
some adjoining land sold for $125 an acre. An- 
other adjoining field is in corn that will yield 
forty -five to fifty bushels per acre, which is 
worth 12 cents per bushel, or $6 per acre, 
a^nst Mr. Giese's $56, on precisely the same 
land of land. 

The Sass Bros., who are raising 116 acres 
of beets on their mother^s farm, give their ex- 
penses for labor at $11 per acre. The balance 
of the work they do themselves, there being 
six of them to do it. Their crop is averaging 
ten tons per acre, all above the 12 per cent, 
sugar content. 

Their crop did not yield as well this year as 
last. 

Many farmers were asked at Grand Island 
why they raised beets in preference to other 
crops and the reply invariably was because 
beets paid better and were more certain than 
any other crop, and in seasons when every- 
thing else was a failure beets paid At least the 
cost of producing. 

Much of the labor In the fields at Grand 
Island Is done by women and children. This 
labor is used because it is offered. Many of 
these laborers are foreigners, who have come 
to this country poor and of necessity must 
work, and they naturally take to the work 
they have been accustomed to in the old coun- 
try. Many of the farmers employ their whole 
family in the field. They do the same thing 
when they raise corn or any other crop. The 
large returns for beets will enable a farmer to 
employ any kind of labor he thinks best. 

It is the opinion of this committee that in 
La Salle county one man can prepare the 
ground, plant and cultivate five to eight acres 
of beets. Figuring on a basis of Esq acres 
per hand, the cost of growing beets in La Salle 
county Is estimated as follows : One hand for 
three months, May, June and July, at $20 per 
montb, would make a cost for preparing the 
ground, planting and cultivating, $60 for five 
acres, or $12 per acre. 

It is not considered that one man would 
need to be employed continuously on five acres 
and the time employed at other work would 
pay his board. This would brinff the beets up 
to the time they are laid by. 'rne additional 
expense would be $2.70 per acre for seed, $5 
per acre for rent, $4.50 per acre for harvesting 
and $5 per acre for delivery of beets at factory 
—in all a total of $29.20 per acre. 

It is reasonable to believe that an average of 
fifteen tons of beets can be grown in La Salle 
county to the acre. This would bring a re- 
turn of $60 per acre at an expense of $29.20, or 
$80.80 net profit. 

It is the unanimous opinion of the com- 
mittee that our best* lands around Ottawa will 
produce at least 25 per cent, more of beets to 



the acre tban the lands around Grand Island, 
for the reason that our soil is much stronger 
and richer, and for the further reason that we 
produce better crops of other Idnds. It is also 
a fact that all kinds of crops in La Salle 
county are more certain than they are in Ne- 
braska. This would surely make a good beet 
crop in La Salle county more certain ttian in 
Nebraska. 

Beets are planted in Nebraska in rows 14 
inches apart, and they are thinned in the rows 
to 10 inches apart. Where a large acreage is 
grown a 5-row drill is used and also a 6-row 
cultivator. 

There is considerable complaint among the 
farmers of Grand Island, tliat they are not 
treated fairly in the matter of weights and 
tare. 

Each wagon load of beets taken to the 
factory is sampled by taking from the load a 
half-bushel basket of beets. These are 
weiffhed, then thoroughly washed, and the 
ten&ls scraped off ana if any of the beets are 
not topped close enough to suit another sUce 
is taken off. 

The samples are then weighed and the dif- 
ference between the first and second weighing 
determines the wear and tare on the whole 
load. If a small slice Is taken off of each l>eet 
in the sample basket, it is equal to cutting off 
just so much from every l)eet in the load. If 
tbe part cut off the sample has any value, the 
factory gets that much of the load for nothing. 

At Grand Island, the pulp, which is a good 
food, owing to the cheapness of other feed (hay 
75 cents to $1 per ton in the field, and com 12 
cents per bushel) is not made much use of. 
The lime refuse, which is a valuable fertilizer 
is not used at all. 

It is thought that the pulp and lime refuse 
would be made much use of by La Salle county 
farmers, had they an opportunity. It is said 
that if the tops and all the refuse from a beet 
sugar factory is put back on the land, so that 
nothing is taken off but the sugar, that there 
will be no loss from the soil, since the sugar is 
made by chemical action through the leaves 
from the air and sunshine. 

The factory at Grand Island contracts with 
each farmer in advance to raise so many tons 
of beets, for which the factory agrees to pay 
$4 per ton for beets delivered at the factory 
that contain 12 per cent, of sugar and have a 
purity coefficient of 80 per cent. Each farmer 
also agrees to buy his seed of the factory at 15 
cents per pound, and to plant not less than 18 
pounds to the acre, in order to secure a full 
stand. The factory further agrees that should 
any beets grown under their contract fall to 
come up to the standard of 12 per cent., with 
a purity of 80 per cent., that they will take*all 
that go 11 per cent., with 75 per cent, purity, 
at $8.25 per ton, and beets containing not less 
than 10 per cent, sugar, with 70 per cent, 
purity, at $2.50 per ton. 

Lands around Grand Island near the sugar 
factory are worth $75 to $100 per acre. If 
these lands were used exclusively for the ordin- 
ary farm crops they would not be worth over 
$26 to $85 per acre. But the large profits of 
sugar beet growing brings up the price of farm 
lands to more than double what they would be 
without a market for beets. 

When the factory was first put into opera- 
tion there was considerable difficulty in set- 
ting the farmers to raise beets to keep the fac- 
tory going. Now the factory people can se- 
cure douhle the quantity of beets they can 
use. 

Many persons at Grand Island, who know 
something of sugar beet growing and beet 
sugar making, claim that the factory is mak- 
ing this season a profit of not less than $1000 
per day. 

The following figures would seem to confirm 
this estimate. In the estimate the expert and 
official help, Insurance, repairs, expense of 
selling sugar, and the incidentals are figured 
on the basis of one yearns time, but reduced to 
so much per day for 100 days. The other 
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items are figured on a basis of a 100-day cam- 
paign. The committee's estimate of the cost 
per day for ramiing a factory similar to the 
one at Grand Island, Neb., where 160 men ai'e 
employed, 80 at night and 80 daring the day, 
is as follows : 

15 men, expert and official help paid 
by the year, a total of $24,680 for 100 

days, woald be per day $246 80 

20 skilled laborers, night and day, or 

40 one day, at $2.60 100 00 

45 common laborers, day and night, or 

90 for one day, at $1.50 135 00 

8p tons of coal, at $8.60 280 00 

Limestone, coke, etc 62 00 

Oil 3 00 

Linen, for filters 4 80 

Lights 5 CO 

Sacks, etc 64 00 

Repairs on machinery 30 00 

Expense of selling sugar 15 00 

Stationery and incidentals 10 00 

Insurance 30 00 

350 tons of beets, at $4 1400 00 

$2386 60 

The general average sugar yield of beets in 
the United States is said to be 12.7 per cent. 
A factory extracts all this sugar matter except 
.02 to .03)^. At Grand Island 350 tons of beets 
are wor^eda day, from which is extracted, say , 
12.7 per cent, of sugar (although the amount 
this year is probably nearer 14 or 15 per cent.) ; 
this would make 44V^ tons of sugar, which, at 
4>4 cents per pound, or $iK) per ton. 

Would produce each day $3,982 50 

Deducting cost and expense 2,385 69 

$1,596 90 
Deducting $1000 profit each day 1,000 00 

$596 90 

VfO lid leave $596.90 per day for loss of refining. 
A factory at Ottawa could secure slack coal 
at a cost of not over $1.25 per ton. The lime 
rock would not cost over half the estimated 
cost in Nebraska. On these two items, the 
saving would be : 

On coal per day $180 00 

Limestone, etc 31 00 

$211 00 
or $21,100 for a campaign of 100 days. 

The abundance of artesian water here, that 
would flow into a factory without pumping, 
^would be a very important item and would 
'make a saving in both coal and labor. 

If the farmers of La Salle county are dis- 
posed to follow up the investigation of this in- 
dustry by growing next year a large number of 
experimental patches of beets, the committee 
would suggest that the following varieties of 
seed be used : The Uoerning Improved Klein 
Wanzlebener, the original Klein Wanzlebener 
and the Vilmorin. The first matures early, 
yields well and is rich in sugar. The second 
pro»duces a large tonnage, but later maturing. 
The third is very rich in sugar. 

The beets that have been tested at the agri- 
cultural station at Urbana, 111., and thus far 
repeated upon, show the following results: 

PerCt. of Purity 

Samples from — Sugar. Coefficient. 

James Ford 15.49 81.42 

Fiske & Beem 14.67 81.23 

W. E. Pritchard (lot 1) 15.11 83.68 

W. E. Pritchard (lot 2) 14.54 81.88 

J. N. Dunaway 13.77 78.80 

Lorenzo Leland 14.96 82.29 

L B. Lovejoy 14.30 85.03 

L, E. Sampson 16.34 87.76 

Gibson Strawn 16.53 85.25 

There are a number of samples out that 
have not been reported on yet. 
Those who have weighed their beets and 



measured the ground on which they were 
grown report the yield as follows : 

Tons 
Per A ore. 

Mr. Lorenzo Leland 32>^ 

Mr. 1. B. Lovejoy 22 

Mr. Frank Beach 20 

At this rate Mr. Leland's crop, at $4 per ton 
at the factory, would pay him $130 per acre, 
Mr. Lovejoy would get $88 per acre and Mr. 
Beach $80. 

It is possible to produce a nmch larger crop 
than Mr. Leland's. A perfect stand of beets, 
with rows fourteen inches apart, thinned to 
ten inches, would produce, with beets averag- 
ing two pounds each, about forty -four tons per 
acre. 

From experimental patches grown in New 
York State, yields as high as fifty -four and 
fifty-six tons per acre have been reported. 

If La Salle county can produce an average of 
fifteen tons per acre, and it is reasonable to be- 
lieve this can be done, then beet raising would 
prove the most profitable farm crop that could 
be grown. 

The ownership of a beet sugar factory by 
the farmers puts them into the advantageous 
position of men who as farmers are guaranteed 
a definite price for the production of the raw 
material, which they consume as manufact- 
urers, and they are stimulated by their own in- 
terests to maintain their beet culture at the 
highest point of efficiency, both as to yield of 
beets per acre and per cent, of suffar content, 
and they receive the entire protU from both 
operations — growing the beets and making 
the sugar. 

If 350 farmers in La Salle county are dis- 
posed to raise, each of them, ten acres of sugar 
beets and invest the proceeds of this crop for 
two years in a beet sugar factory, it will more 
than build a 350-ton plant. In other words, 
the farmers would turn in their beets for stock 
in the factory, and they would be the sole 
owners of such factory. 

The details of the proposition are as fol- 
lows: 

Three hundred and fifty farmers are to raise 
each ten acres of beets. 

Ten acres at twelve and one-half tons per 
acre would be 125 tons. 

One hundred and twenty -five tons at $4 per 
ton would bring $500. 

Two years* crop would bring $1000. 

850 farmers pay in cash for stock, each $300 

350 farmers pay in note, 1 year, 6 per cent. 

for stock, each 200 

350 farmers pay in note, 2 years, 6 per 

cent, for stock, each 400 



Total amount of stock for each 



The first year's crop of beets worth $500, 
would pay back the $300 cash advanced and 
the first note of $200, less the interest. The 
second year's crop of $500 would pay the 
second note of $400, less the interest, and leave 
a balance of $100 in cash. So that at the end 
of tbe second year each farmer would have 
$900 in stock in the factory and $100 in money. 

This arrangement would produce a capitali- 
zation as follows : 

350 persons, cash for stock $300 $105,000 

350 persons, note 1 year, for 

stock 200 70,000 

350 persons, note 2 years, for 

stock 400 140,000 



$315,000 

These notes, with the stock they represent 
as collateral security, could be used without 
any doubt to secure cash to the face value of 
the notei. 

Thus giving a company cash to pay every- 
thing, without any bopded debt or deferred 
payments. 

It would also produce the entire capital nec- 



essary to build a sugar factory from the prod- 
uct of ten acres of oeets in two years. 

Nor would the money need to be paid until 
the beets were raised, excepting the $300 cash 
payment, and even that would only need to be 
advanced for a few months ahead of the first 
crop, from which the money is returned. 

This estimate is made on a crop basis of 
twelve and one-half tons per acre. If the yield 
should be fifteen tons it would make the beet 
crop worth for two years $1200. This would 
leave each farmer a surplus of $300 above hift 
stock. Then, should the factory pay a divi- 
dend of 10 per cent, each year, it would 
further increase this surplus to $480 In cash, 
besides the $900 in stock, frem the ten acres 
of beets. E. H. Strait, 

Jackson Shaver, 
J. N. Dunaway, 
M. P. Trcmbo, 

C. E. FiSHEB. 

Ottmoa, HL, Nov. 20, 1897. 



Progress of the Beet Suj^ar Industry. 

The success which has marked the develop- 
ment of the beet sugar industry in California 
during the past decade has been gratifying to 
those who have worked to that end, and now 
see it firmly established as one of the leading 
industries of the State. The abundant evi- 
dence at present afforded of capital rapidly 
flowing in this new direction 'attests the depth 
of the channel and the suitability of the 
ground. New factories are being built and 
the capacity of existing plants enlarged. Thou- 
sands of additional acres are being planted to 
beets. Withdrawn from less profitable uses, 
such as grazing and grain raising, they will 
not only yield larger returns to the farmer, 
but will give employment to a vastly larger 
number of laborers. 

Many causes have contributed to bring about 
this result at this time. The prolonged and 
extreme depression in agriculture and the 
poor prices obtained for farm products gener- 
ally compelled farmers to consider the claims 
of this new industry. 

The four factories now operating in Califor- 
nia will turn out this season about 37,000 tons 
of sugar, as follows: 

Alvarado 7,500 tons. 

Watsonvllle 14,000 *' 

Alamitos 3,000 »* 

Chino 12,000 '* 

Total 37,000 

As the season is not yet concluded, these 
figures are approximate only, but will be found 
to be substantially correct. 

The estimated output for 1898 is as follows : 

Tons. 

Alvarado 10,000 

Watsonvllle 10,000 

Alamitos lOwOOO 

Chino 12,000 

Salinas 30,000 

Hueneme ..12,000 

Total ^,000 

The addition of the two last named factories 
will more than double the present production 
of sugar in California. Together they repre- 
sent an investment of $5,000,000. 

When the annual production is raised to 
90,000 tons, California will still be producing 
less than 5 per cent, of the total sugar re- 
quired for consumption in this country, so that 
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whatever risks may attend the coarse of the 
trade, that of over-prodaction will not be one 
of them for many years to come. 

The promise of permanence given by this 
valuable industry makes it desirable that 
everything possible should be done to safe- 
guard and to cherish it as one of the chief 
resources of California. The chan^ng condi- 
tions of the trade have rendered inevitable 
the establishment of many new concerns, all 
of which, however, can And room for their 

operations. 

An auxiliary business which might, with 
advantage, be entered upon at an early date is 
the production of beet seed on a large scale 
by expert horticulturists. The best qualities 
are at present imported from France and Ger- 
many, where art of producing, by repeated 
selection, the most perfect kinds of seed has 
long been carried on. This country could 
certainly produce its own, and thus save not 
only the cost of freight, but the deterioration 
due to the ocean voyage. 

It is also noteworthy that in Germany one- 
fourth of the entire suc:ar production is carried 
on in co-operative factories, the farmers hold- 
ing considerable number of the shares. The 
best possible results would follow to all con- 
cerned If some plan could be devised by which 
farmers might subscribe for shares in a com- 
pany's stock, for at once an identity of interest 
would be established that could not fall to 
conduce to the welfare of both parties. 

California is face to face with the opening of 
a new era. In swift evolution from one phase 
to another of her Industrial progress she enters 
now upon a path which demands a closer union 
and a stronger social bond, but which, given 
these, leads to a greater wealth than the past 
can show. — Glaus Spreckels^ in 8, F. Call, 



Sugar and Reciprocity. 

Washington, December 23.— The action of 
the French chambers a few days ago in regard 
to the duties upon hogs and hog products is 
not regarded at the State Department as a 
serious menace to reciprocity negotiations. The 
elections for the chambers are not far off, and 
the same appreciation of good politics which 
often prevails In this country Is tempting the 
French politicians to ^^ do something for the 
farmer." The increase of the duty on hog 
products is only one of these propositions. 
Plans for agricultural banks and for the crea- 
tion of the warehouse system, including loans 
by the banks upon warehouse receipts, are 
among the propositions which are now being 
warmly debated in the French chambers. The 
proposed duty upon hogs is not directed so 
much against the United States as against the 
countries bordering on France, for it is from 
those countries that most live bogs enter the 
republic. There has not recently been a mini- 
mum tariff upon hogs, but only a single rate 
against all countries except where special reci- 
procity treaties have been made. 

The French tariff contains maximum and 
minimum rates upon the same articles, but It 
is understood at the State Department that the 
minimum rates can not be conceded by execu- 
tive action alone without the approval of the 
chambers. This places concessions under the 



minimum tariff upon a similar footing with 
more sweeping concessions from a parliamen- 
tary point of view, but concessions which do 
not go below the minimum tariff have probably 
a better chance of adoption by the legislative 
branch of the government. Negotiations with 
France> have been at a standstill since it was 
found that no agreement could be made under 
Sec. 3 of the Dlngley law before the departure 
of Ambassador Patenotre. Nothing further 
of a serious nature will be attempted until the 
new ambassador has presented his credentials 
to President McKinley. Somewhat the same 
situation exists In regard to the German Em- 
pire, whose ambassador will not enter upon 
formal negotiations until he receives full In- 
structions from the imperial government. 

An important element In the agreements to 
be made with France, Germany, Austria- Hun- 
gary, Belgium, the Netherlands and Spain 
Is the question of bounties and countervailing 
duties upon sugar. It Is probable that the 
completion of negotiations with the bounty- 
paying countries, which Include all of the 
above-named except Spain, Will be delayed 
until after the conference which Is to be held 
regarding the abolition of the bounties. The 
fact that negotiations for such a conference 
were making rapid progress became public 
through the announcement of Baron Thiel- 
m^n, the Imperial minister of finance of Ger- 
many, some ten days ago, and through the dis- 
patches to the Journal of Commerce and Com- 
mercial Bulletin J showing that Austria- Hungary 
was the author of the project of abolishing 
the bounties. There is little doubt of the 
adhesion of France to such an agreement, and 
it would not be surprising if the bounty sys- 
tem were swept away within the next few 
months. 

The European governments act with a rea- 
sonable degree of promptness when they make 
up their minds to a step of this kind, as Is in- 
dicated by the recent convention regarding the 
coinage of the Latin Union, which was signed 
on October 29, only a few months after it was 
proposed by Switzerland. The folly of taxing 
the entire country for the purpose of laying 
down sugar abroad at a price less than the cost 
of production, has been coming home to all 
the beet sugar countries, since each has en- 
=deavored to vie with the other for the sugar 
markets of the world. The abolition of the 
bounty system would j^reatly facilitate trade 
reciprocity negotiations between the beet 
sugar countries and the United States. If Ex- 
Mlnister Kasson, who is in charge of re- 
ciprocity negotiations, Is advised that this 
project is making progress, he will probably 
delay any serious effort to make reciprocity 
agreements until the matter iai acted upon. 

This win not necessarily prevent, however, 
the tentative consideration of other mutual 
concessions, pending the atmlltlon of the 
bounty system. In the case of Spain bounties 
have nevar been paid upon the production of 
sugar In Cuba or the Philippines. The Span- 
ish government has Intimated a desire, how- 
ever, to delay reciprocity arrangements until 
civil government Is more firmly established in 
the eastern provinces of Cuba, and It will 
probably promote the convenience of both | 



parties to* delay the negotiations until the 
problem of the bounties has been settled by 
the beet sugar countries. 

The question of the sugar duties has many 
ramificalloils and even extends to the Argen- 
tine Republic, which appears to be the only 
cane-sugar country paying export bounties. 
This Is one of the reasons why the government 
of the Argentine Republic considers Itself hard 
hit by the Dlngley law. Not only were hides 
transferred from the free to the dutiable list 
and a high duty imposed upon raw wool, but 
the efforts to develop a cane-sugar Industry 
have been partially throttled almbst at their 
birth by the coutervailing duty of the Dlngley 
law. 

This has naturally caused the Argentine gov-^ 
emment to look askance upon the alleged 
friendly feeling of the United States, and little 
progress has thus far been made toward re- 
ciprocity negotiations. It is so greatly for the 
Interest of both parties, however, to exchange 
products that a treaty will probably be made 
when the present feeling in the Southern Re- 
public has partially subsided. Even after 
bounties are abolished upon beet-root sugar, 
the question of concessions to sugar growing 
countries will require delicate handling, 
because each will object to larger concessions 
to its rivals than are granted to itself. If 
special concessions are made tp Spain In 
regard *to cane sugar from Cuba and the 
Philippines, benefits would probably result to 
the producers of these islands which would 
tend to restore their supremacy in the Ameri- 
can market and restrain the Importation of 
beet sugar, which has lately been growing. 
Brazil is also capable of a considerable pro- 
duction of cane sugar and may obtain conces- 
sions from the United States. The Brazilians 
were not entirely satisfied with the position in 
which they were placed by Secretary Blaine« 
when concessions in favor of their sugar were 
followed by similar concessions to other coun* 
tries, and they will be extremely cautious in 
making a new arrangement.— C. A, C, in y, 
y. Journal of Commerce. 



The Adulteration of Molasses. 

Local jobbers in molasses are considerably 
concerned at present over the increasing ex- 
tent to which adulteration of this article is 
said to be practised in the South. It is 
claimed that the use of substitutes and other 
ingredients in the treatment of molasses has 
grown to such proportions that [comparatively 
an insignificant percentage of the total prod- 
uct is now placed on the market in a pure con- 
dition. While the use of adulterants dates 
back many years, it is only comparatively re- 
cently that the practice was adopted exten- 
sively In the South. The reason for this is 
partly to be found in the adoption of the 
centrifugal process of refining sugar, which 
extracts a much greater percentage of sugar 
from the cane and thus leaves a smaller mo- 
lasses product. A shortage in supplies a few 
years ago gave additional inducement to * 'ex- 
tend'* the crop while the decreasing cost of 
glucose, the principal adulterant, further in- 
creased the margin of profit on the mixed ai:- 
tlcle. The practice of mixing is now said to 
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bave been carried even to tbe plantations, so 
tbat a purchaser who buys bis goods direct 
can not be certain that they are absolutely 
pure. 

To the use of glucose bu~ little objection 
would apx>arently be raised if only the mixed 
article was sold as such, but this it is alleged, 
is rarely the case at New Orleans, and that as 
a result tbe country is being supplied with an 
inferior article which is sold as strictly pure, 
and that the consumer, who can detect the 
difference only by actually using the goods, 
is becoming suspicious of all molasses. 

The Southern merchants are also said to be 
selling direct to the customers of jobbers here 
at about the same prices as to the jobbers 
themselves, and in small quantities ; but this, 
jobbers seem to think, is a matter that will 
regulate itself . 

Several members of the local ^trade were 
conversed, with recently in regard to this sub- 
ject. Louis A. Naisawald, a local broker. 
When questioned, said : '* New Orleans is get- 
ting from 28 to 30 cents per gallon for pure 
molasses on the levee. Now, molasses similar 
in color is being sold for shipment from New 
Orleans to New York, Philadelphia, Albany, 
Syracuse, and, in fact, nearly all other markets, 
at prices ranging from 20 to 27 cents delivered, 
even in as small lots as five barrels. It costs 
3 cents i>er gallon for freight to New York, 
and there are, of course, other charges, such 
as coopering, insurance and commissions, 
which easily add another cent, so that molasses 
costing, say, 28 cents f. o. b.. New Orleans, 
would cost 32 cents laid down in New York. 
We have many buyers who are perfectly will- 
ing to pay these prices, but can not afford on 
account of the keen competition of these mix- 
tures, which are guaranteed pure, but which 
are absolutely nothing but rank adulterations, 
being composed principally of glucose, cheap 
centrifugals, a dash of cane juice, and finished 
off by aid of powerful chemicals In making the 
necessary blend and bleach, thus giving them 
style and character of pure fancy open- kettle 
new crop New Orleans molasses. 

*' We have had mpre or less of this competi- 
tion to contend against every season, but this 
year it seems to be greater than ever, and the 
result is that this and near-by markets are in a 
completely demoralized condition, buyer and 
seller being entirely at sea as to what their 
goods are really worth. In my opinion there 
is no article of food in which more abuse and 
deception is practised by means of adultera- 
tion than in molasses. Many of our buyers 
complain that they are not selling, and dp not 
have a demand for molasses as they used to, 
and this can easily be explained by the decided 
inferiority of these substitutes. The consumer 
finds that the supposed molasses does not give 
satisfaction, and coiisequently stops using it. 

"In my opinion the only remedy la severe 
legislation. We have pure-food laws in vari- 
ous States. Massachusetts and Connecticut 
are apparently willing to accept this molasses 
provided it does not contain any artificial glu- 
cose. Ohio and Pennsylvania, I believe, per- 
mit the sale, but provide that It must be desig- 
nated on the package as a compound.' ' 

Another broker said : " About three years 



ago nearly every molasses dealer in New Or- 
leans was summoned before the Board of 
Health of that city, but they were not convict- 
ed, and the business has prospered ever since. 
As near as could be learned the samples of but 
one house were found to be pure. 

" I do not object to the mixing of glucose 
with molasses so long as the mixture is sold as 
such. There is a large mixing business car- 
ried on in the North, but most mixed goods 
are sold for what they are, at least in the 
wholesale trade. Whether the ultimate con- 
sumer buys them as such I can not say. Glu- 
cose has been used In mixing molasses since 
1867. New Orleans uses about 100,000 barrels 
a year, while her molasses product is about 
350,000 barrels, so that, roughly about one- 
third to one-quarter of the total Is glucose. 
When the goods get here they have another 
third of glucose added This adulteration is 
undoubtedly killing business in pure molasses. 

**As to bleaching, that has been practised 
ever since 1796. At present there are various 
processes. Practically all molasses is bleached, 
and I see no objection to this so long as the 
molasses is not injured. If the goods are only 
sold for what they are there would be little 
trouble." 

A leading jobber said: ^'Adulteration first 
began to be practised on an extensive scale In 
Louisiana a few years ago, when there was a 
short crop. The trade in pure molasses has 
undoubtedly suffered from this sort of compe- 
tition, and jobbers here have also seen New 
Orleans sell over their heads to interior 
markets. I believe, however, that this is an 
evil which will work out its own cure." 

James H. Post, of B. H. Howell, Soa & Co. : 
*' I was not aware that the adulteration of mo- 
asses had increased this year, for I had sup- 
posed that any increase was impossible. It is 
very dififtcult to get molasses that has not been 
brightened up in some way or other. I be- 
lieve tbat these adulterations are Injuring the 
trade by causing a reduction in consumption, 
especially in view of the low prices of sugar." 

Another member of the trade said: *'In 
bleaching, zinc dust and acids are used, and 
this, I believe, is injurious, while mixing in 
glucose is not The adulterations are unques- 
tionably injuring the business. I think it is a 
fact, however, that the practice was introduced 
in the South from here." — Neva York Commer- 
cial Bulletin, 

A Syrup Mixers' Conference. 

A meeting of syrup mixers, for the purpose 
of effecting a permanent organization, with a 
view to regulating prices and securing more 
favorable terms from the Glucose Trust, has 
been called at .Chicago, for Monday, November 
16. 

Several members of the trade in New York 
stated to a representative of this paper yester- 
day that the Eastern mixers will take little or 
no part in the conference, owing to the fact 
that the Eastern and Western mixers have not 
the same grievances. The Western dealers, 
according to these gentlemen, are more direct- 
ly concerned in stopping the output of syrups 
by the trust, and are willing to swallow the 
rebate plan, while the Eastern members of the 



trade object to the proposed rebate agreement 
and are not much concerned about the syrup 
production in the West, as it does not interfere 
materially with the marketing of their product. 

It is the intention of the Eastern men to 
allow the Western mixers to come to an un- 
derstanding, and then meet them on some 
common ground to resist the trust's demands. 

The market here for trust goods continues 
dull, as the mixers are buying only sufiSdent 
for their immediate needs, except from inde* 
pendent concerns, looking for further relief 
by the help of the new establishment now 
being pushed to completion.— JV: Y, Shipping 
LUU 

A New Sugar Bounties Conference. 

According to a statement of Herr Yon 
Thlelmann, the German Secretary of Finance, 
before the Imperial Diet, negotiations on the 
subject of the abolition of the bounties have 
onee more been renewed, and this time, he 
said, with better chances for a successful issue. 
He did not say between what powers these ne- 
gotiations were taking place, but as the TimeB 
states that the conference will probably take 
place at Paris, it is to be assumed that France 
as well as Germany, Austria, Hoiland,Belglum, 
and our own country, will all be represented. 
On the strength of the rumors on this ques- 
tion, coupled with the previous cheapness of 
sugar and the condition of supplies, the mar- 
ket has risen about 10>^d. per cwt. from the 
lowest point, or, say, two-thirds of the amount 
of the German bounty. In addition to the 
facts disclosed in the statement of the German 
Finance Minister, it appears that in the case 
of Austro -Hungary a conference has been re- 
cently held at Vienna of the delegates of the 
Ministries of Agriculture, Commerce and 
Finance for the two halves of the empire. 
On the subject of export sugar bounties a reso- 
lution was passed, asking the Austro-Hunga- 
rlan government to take the initiative in nego- 
tiations by tbe different countries for the aban- 
donment of the bounties. In France, where 
most dlfiiculty would arise, it is understood 
that the leading authorities In the trade are 
now in favor of a similar course. No doubt 
France would give up direct export bounties, 
if Austria and Germany did the same ; but the 
French internal bounty, which equals about 
3s. 10>j^d. per cwt. on the exports, would be 
harder to deal with. France, owing to her 
small consumption, must export a large pro- 
portion of her beet crop, and her yield is, 
roughly speaking, only 11 per cent, of sugar 
from a given weight of roots, while In Ger- 
many the yield is nearly 14 per cent. France 
would probably insist in giving a bounty 
while tbis discrepancy lasts; but, given the 
desire to abolish bounties, this point is capable 
of adjustment by some pro rata concession to 
France. 

The working of the indirect French bounty 
is difficult to trace, as it amounts, briefiy, to a 
reduced home duty on any improved yield 
which the manufacturer may obtain beyond 
7.75 per cent. The excess yield is (until com* 
petition becomes too strong) sold in France aa 
if the full duty had been paid upon it, whereas, 
as a matter of fact, only half duty has been 



Digitized by 



Google 



January 8, 1898.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLAJ^TER AND SUGAE MANUPACTUSEE. 



29 



paid* The extra profit thus obtained at home 
(while competition allows it to last) can be, 
and is, nsed to enable French sugar to be ex- 
ported at a lower price than could otherwise 
be the case, the home French consumer indi- 
rectly bearing the loss. The full duty on sugar 
in France being 60 francs per 100 kilos., the 
half duty on the surplus yields Is, of course, at 
the rate of 30 francs per 100 kilos. This might 
be met as follows : When the French yield In 
any season rises to 12 per cent, the reduction 
in duty, in the following season, on the excess 
yields should fall to 20 francs only ; if the 
yield were 13 per cent. It should fall to 10 
francs, and if it reached 14 per cent., then the 
surplus yield should enjoy no reduced duty, 
but be charged the full 60 francs duty. These 
figures are, of course, taken broadly, and with- 
out dealing with fractions, but may be taken 
as illustrative of the nature of a possible ar- 
rangement with France, which would not hurt 
German producers except to a small degree 
during the current season of good yields, be- 
fore the reduction in the premium had fol- 
lowed upon them. To apply a remedy of the 
sort during the course of a season might be 
very difficult, from the Intricate details, and it 
would also be unfair to the more skilful *indl- 
Tiduals and fabrlcants. 

Assuming the French difficulty to be settled, 
from Bussla, Belgium and Holland no special 
difficulty is likely to be raised. It appear^ cer- 
tain that not only the governments, but the 
sugar manufacturers of Germany and Austria 
are really very anxious to get rid of the 
bounties. In France the opinion among those 
interested is less distinct, but it seems that 
many of those chiefly Interested have arrived 
at the conclusion that they would be better 
without the bounties. It would, therefore, ap-* 
pear clear that the time is opportune for re- 
newing negotiations on this subject^ at any rate 
among those who give the bounties. Whether 
those foreign nations who receive them should 
also join raises a more controversial pointy for 
the atoiition of the bounties wonld mean> ac- 
cording to the West Indian planters, a rise in 
market values of, say, Is. 6d. p^r cwt., or, say, 
on our consumption, £2,100,000 a year. Our 
government, however, is apparently prepared 
to face all the great difficulties of the subject, 
and to meet the charge of seeking to raise 
the price of a necessary of life. Accord- 
ing to current (and, we hope and believe, 
baseless) rumors, our cabinet Ls prepared to 
agree to go to the length of Imposing counter- 
vailing duties, in order to secure the abolition 
of the bounties, acting of course in the sup- 
posed interest of the West Indies. 

The entire value of the production of sugar, 
molasses and rum in the West Indies and De~ 
merara is £3,000,000 a year, and in order, it is 
asserted, to save this industry from destruc- 
tion, we are invited, even if countervailing 
duties are only threatened, as a weapon in re- 
serve, to pay £2,100,000 a year more for the 
first cost of our sugar, and probably a further 
£200,000 in the shape of profits and charges 
due to this increased cost. If countervailing 
duties were actually imposed, the charge upon 
us would be far heavier, for reasons not needful 
to detail here. In considering what beneficial 



effect the change would have upon the West 
Indies, the first question that arises is, whether 
a rise in sugar of Is. 6d. per -cwt. would be 
likely to be permanent, and whether 
England would thus be In a small 
measure repaid for sacrificing her in- 
terens to those of her colonies. It appears, 
as a matter . of fact, exceedingly doubtful 
whether any permanent rise In sugar would 
follow the abolition of the sugar bounties. It 
must be remembered that the Immense sugar 
crop of Cuba has been almost destroyed dur- 
ing the revolution, and that directly things 
are settled, the production will In all proba- 
bility Increase by some three-quarters of a 
million of tons. Then the price of the roots, 
from which the German sugar makers work, 
is so high as to admit of a heavy reduction in 
case of necessity, and there seems very little 
doubt that within a year or so beet sugar, 
without bounties, could be profitably produced 
In Germany at 9s. per cwt., and granulated at 
10s. 6d. or 10s. 9d. 

Supposing the bounties of sugar, as they now 
exist, to be abolished* there is nothing to pre- 
vent their revival under another form. Prefer- 
ential railway rates for export are common 
things where there are State railways^ and our 
own companies facilitate such matters by 
giving specially low quotations on imported 
foreign goods. Then while the protective 
system lasts oh the continent, and imports of 
foreign sugar remain In^osslble there,- a Kar- 
tell or syndicate, such as that existing In Aus- 
tria, or the Nomirovka in Russia, ca4 readily 
arrange, to purchase the home comfumer, to 
whatever extent may be necessary, in order to 
enable the l>eet sugar producer to compete to 
advantage with cane sugar of England and 
other great markets. Further, the carriage 
from the continent is 6d. per cwt. less than 
from the West Indies, and to the Northern and 
some of the midland counties is less. Then 
some colonies, such as Demerara, have to im- 
port labor at cost of Is. per cwt. of sugar pro- 
duced. Again, musoovado sugar, still the 
chief product of the West Indies, is practically 
unsalable in England at any reasonable price. 
On these grounds it is exceedingly doubtfui 
whether the price of West Indian sugar wonld 
permanently rise if the bounties were put an 
end to, particularly as cane sugar seems to be 
producible more cheaply elsewhere even than 
in the Islands. 

On the whole, it appears improbable that the 
aim of the agitators against the bounties would 
be attained, namely, that there should be a cor- 
responding and permanent rise in the price of 
sugar. If this be so, by the threat of countervail- 
ing duties our government would temporarily, 
at any rate. Inflict a heavy fine on the British 
consumer; while in return, for probably no per- 
manent gain to the West Indians whom It was 
intended to benefit, we should have made a 
heavy breach in the free trade policy, to which 
the extraordinary prosperity of our country 
has been due during the past half century. 
This would surely be a heavy price to pay for 
what would probably prove at the best an il- 
lusory gain. So far as the sugar trade in this 
country is concerned, they are sick of bounties 
and would be glad to procure steadier markets 



by their sacrifice. Such considerations* how* 
ever, are partial and narrow^ compared wltih 
the immense national interests at stake. 

There thus seems no necessity for the ques- 
tion of counlervaillng duties being raised, even 
if a conference of the powers be summoned on 
the bounty question. Oonsidering the doubt- 
ful results of countervailing duties upon the 
price of sugar, and the enormous difficulties in 
the way of again taxing a necessary of life 
(to say nothing of the reversal of our whole 
free trade policy for a doubtful gain), it is to 
be hoped that if negotiations are renewed, dur 
government will refrain from bringing a 
hornet's nest about Its ears, if, as appears clear, 
the bounty question can be settled without 
dealing with this difficulty at all. 

We have for some time past pointed out the 
extreme difficulties In the wav of imposing any 
fresh sugar duties In this country. One most 
serious obstacle occurs to us. Countervailing 
duties from their nature would be levied 6n1y 
on a portion of of our imports. Of late years 
English confectionery, chocolate, biscuits and 
cakes have secured a considerable export trade 
in Europe and elsewhere. This trade is a 
direct consequence of cheap sugar. If a duty 
were levied on sugar, this branch of business 
would (apart from the losses Inherent to the 
factof the relmposltion of duties) be seriously 
hampered, if not destroyed, unless a drawback 
were granted. If this drawback were given 
on the whole of the sugar in all the conf ec^^ 
tlonery, etc., exported, it might amount to a 
heavy bounty, because the goods might have 
been made from duty-free sugar, only 
a part of the imports being dutiable. 
In this case, the revenue would suffer^ If in 
order to get out of the difficulty a drawback 
were refused, this promising new trade would 
suffer or perhaps oeme to an end. Wlie, also, 
is to assess the proportion of sugar in a lolli- 
pop or in a pot of marmalade? This draw- 
back question wonld be even more serious in 
the case of the heavy weight of sugar refined 
in this country and then exported. Who 
could tell how much had been duiy-pald and 
how much not, and how could the drawback 

be assessed? 

As a matter of aifgument, countervailing 
duties may be desirable or not, but there 
seems no reason why their imposition or non- 
imposition need form any part of negotiations 
among the powers for the abolition of export 
bounties. If the various countries are In 
earnest, an understanding can be reached 
without any discussion on this branch of the 
subject. States at war sooner or later enter into 
treaties of peace; but those documents do not 
provide that in case of a breach of their agree- 
ments war will be resumed. The fact indeed 
does not require to be stated that if an agree- 
ment be broken the other parties resume their 
freedom of action. Similarly, if France, Austria 
and Germany solemnly agree with other pow- 
ers that commercial war, in the shape of sugar 
bounties, shall cease, there is no necessity to 
further agree what shall be done In case any of 
them break a solemn treaty. In fact, the sup- 
position is in itself an insult, and one that any 
great power might very properly resenl, and 
u all are agreed that bounties shall cease, there 
is no necessity to consider what should l>e 
done if they were revived. It would obviously 
be open in such a case either for the aggrieved 
parties to call a fresh conference, or to taka 
such defensive action as they might themselves 
think fit.— Produce Markets Beviim, 
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Received 
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Last year.. 



858,608 
858,794 
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Susrar. 

The sugar market was steady at the 
end of the week, and the demand was 
suflSeieat to absorb the receipts, which 
were lighter. 



Molasses. 

Open kettle molasses is very strong, 
as are also centrifugal goods. 



Rice. 

Bough rice is in good demand and the 
movement is considerable. Clean is 
active. ««—_^ 

Hawaiian Annextlon. 

[CONTINUKD FBOM PAOK 19.] 

affect to see some means of keeping up the 
Asiatic labor snpply after we are part and 
parcel of the States and subject to their laws— 
that as to contract labor among others. Now, 
without the sugar plantations the islands would 
be commercially nowhere, and without a large 
percentage of contract labor on it it has not 
hitherto l>een found practicable to work any 
plantation successfully, and if we are to de- 
pend for the success of J^our sugar|indu8try on 
an elMkm of the laws of the United States, we 
iball be paying much too high a price for the 
privilege of living under those laws. 

'^Ardent annexationists yprofess to believe 
that the cane fields can be cultivated by white 
labor. They know better, and so does every 
one who knows what cane cultivation is. 

'* We had a labor commissioner here from 
Caltfornia in the interest of annexation some 
montlis ago. He said he came to find an open- 
ing for the surplus white labor of California, 
and professed to have found It, but I notice he 
has not sent us any laborers, nor convinced the 
labor organizations on the coast that this 
would be a happ^ bunting ground for their 
people. 

^' Mr. Berry Is quite right in his conviction 
that the islands can be annexed without the 
shedding of a drop of .blood, but when I read 
now and then of the lawlessness which Uncle 
fiam>allow8^n his own back yard, so to speak, 



I have my doubts as to his success in keeping 
the peace on the property he proposes to In- 
vest In, a week^s sail from home. He Is not In 
that kind of business, and, with all deference, 
I should advise him to keep out of it. 

" Great efforts are being made here to fur- 
ther the cause, and from the remittances that 
go forward to Washington, there must be 
something In it for somebody, whether I am 
right about the results of annexation or not. 

^* I say nothing of the ethics of the question, 
but am decidedly of the opinion that, from an 
American point of view, the annexation of 
Hawaii would be both morally and politically 
wrong,'' 

Barbados. 

Looking at the state of the weather from an 
agricultural point of view, we are able to 
record an agreeable period. Bain has fallen 
from the date of the departure of the last mail 
to the present, with only a day or two of clear 
sunshine. The arrows are now dropping from 
the old canes, which brings them a step nearer 
the bill, and it is thought that the continuous 
rains we have been getting in every quarter of 
the country serve to ripen them at a quicker 
rate. In some fields the young crop for the 
season of 1899 is springing up vigorously, and 
many are taking advantage of the saturated 
preparation lands to put in cane plants at this 
most propitious of all periods. — Globe, Decern^ 
her 9, 

Trade Notes. 

Haas 6i Waldsteln.— Elsewhere In this 
issue we publish the advertisement of Messrs. 
Maas & Waldsteln, proprietors of the well- 
known "R. & E." chemical works of New 
York. This establishment has been in exist- 
ence since 1876, and does an immense busi- 
ness all over the country. They have in past 
years placed a great deal of their product 
among the sugar people, as they turn out 
large quantities of bleaching compounds, their 
*' Sulphine " and " Boxyde " being in exten- 
sive use for bleaching molasses. Mr. Max 
Rosenheim, who has been with the filrm a num- 
ber of years, has been In jtl»e city for some 
days, stopping at the St. Charles Hotel, and 
they are arranging to do a larger business in 



this section than ever l)efore. See their ad- 
vertisement for particulars. 

Machinery for Sale.— Elsewhere In this 
issue we publish an announcement made by 
Mr. M. R. Spelman, general manager of th6 
Gramercy Company, that he offers for sale 
the entire contents of the sugar houses on th6 
David and Hester plantations. The Gramercy 
Company recently acquired these plantations 
to add to its cane supply, and as the crop will 
all be ground at the Gramercy mill the ma^ 
chlnery is of no longer use and they desire to 
dispose of it. Parties who want some goodi 
up-to-date apparatus at a reasonable price 
can not do better than to address Mr. SpelmSA 
at the 1. C. R. R. depot building, New Orleans* 



Personal. 



Mr. M. M. Neames, the skilful sugar boose 
and consulting engineer from St. James parish, 
was a guest of the Cosmopolitan last Thursday. 

Mr. Ernest H. Barton, a prominent plante' 
of Ascension parish, registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel during the past week. 

Col. Richard McCall, of McManor plants- 
tion, was in the city on a visit a few days i^o 
and registered at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

Mr. L. B. Hart, of the Hart WeU Company, 
with headquarters at Plaquemlne, was a guest 
of one of our leading hotels during the past 
week. 

Mr. R. F. O'Brien, a valued attache of thfe 
great Belle Alliance factory, of Messrs. E. & J. 
Kock, was in the city last Thursday. Mn 
O'Brien registered at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. John T. Moore, Jr., of Shriever, La., 
was in the city on Tuesday. Mr. Moore op* 
erates oue of the best sugar houses on the 
Southern Pacific and had a fine crop this year. 

Mr. E. B. Cunningham, of Sugar Land, 
Texas, was at the St. Charles Hotel on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. H. Munson, of Assumption parish, wa 
in the city on a visit a few days ago and regis- 
tered at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. John B. Foley, of Napoleon ville, was 
registered at the Commercial Hotel a few days 
ago, having come up to town on one of his 
customary visits. 
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WANTS. 



W« wUl pvbUtli la this column, frts of chaigv natll 
hnrthar notice, the •i>plicmtions of all mmnai^en, orer- 
Mtn, esflneen end enyar meken, end otheie who mej 
be eeclring poeitlons in the country, end eleo the wente 
•f plenten deelrinir to employ any of tiiese. 

ANTED— A POSITION AS BNGINBBR TO 

erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 

rice plantation; satisfaction guamnteed. Address W. 

C. B., 537 Henry Clsy avenue, New Orleans. i -5-98^ 



WANTBD— BNGINBBRS WHO UNDERSTAND 
sugar, co£fee and rice machinery, also sugar 
making, to travel and sell machinery in foreign coun- 
tries ; knowledge of Spanish language necessary. Ad- 
dress, giving references and state experience, M ANU- 
PACTURBR X, care this paper. i -3-08 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 

18^, by a man of long experience, who can 

furnish reff/ence. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3-98 



TTTANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
VY ager or overseer on sugar plantation for x8g8, by a 
tingle young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully ; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work; habits strictly temrerate: 
best references furnished. Address ** OvBRSEBR/^ 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistaat Postmaster, Napoleon- 
ville. La. 13-30-97 

WANTED—A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer tor 1S98; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address B. O. W,, 
Houma, La. 19-30-97 

ANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
. . Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country ; good 
references on hand. Address A. B., 618 St. Louis street, 
city. ia-s8-97 



W 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 

. , an experienced, energetic and sober youngj>lan- 
ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 



Whitecastle, La. 



i».a8-97 



ANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
ber young man wants position as manager of small 



store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt- edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
I9»S Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. ia-38 oy 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience.* Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Dally Journal, Plaque- 
mine. La. 19-93 97. 

TTTANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
YY ^ or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLBRK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans La. 

xa-93-97 

ANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 

sober young man wants position as manager of 

small store on plantation ; salary or commission ; gilt 

edge references. Address B. B., 1998 Bayou Road, 

New Orleans. 19-17-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 
i9-9i-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a youog man who has had 
long experience, and can furnish good references. 
AddressR. V. H., 199 Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 

TTTANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
yy married, age 40, active and sober, can be had for 
1898. at living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, Lai 
19-16.97 



WANTED- A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
manager on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recoqi- 
mendations from prominent and successfi^l planters of 
Lafourche and Kapides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office. 19-16-97 



TTTANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AC- 
yV customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 

"■15-97 



-fXTANTED-^ POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
V" manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address E. C MARSHALL, Cheneyrille, La. 

19-7-97. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
stands his bueiness. Address HtlSTLBB, 1100 Dante 
street. New Orleans, La. is -8-^ 



WANTED— By a young lady of several yean' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; highest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z, care Plantbr. ia-3-97 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 189800 
tiantation, as manager or assistant or time and book- 
eeper; experienced, and can give good reference. Ad- 
dress J. E. AV. DAVIS, McCair, La. »-4-97 



WANTED — POSITION AS BOOK-KEEPER, 
manager of store or large farm, or any other posi- 
tion of truston plantation, where strict honesty and re- 
liability are appreciated. 1 am 50 years of age. married, 
of good education, and ready to enter position on or 
after lanuary 1, 1898. Address CHAS. 8. FRITSCH, 
Port Allen, La. . i<-4-97 



WANTED — A position as manager on a sugar 
plantation for 1698, by a prsctical cultivator of 
large experience, who cen furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of The Clutf^ DonaldsonviUe, La. 

"-3-97 



WANTED— A YOUNG LADY WISHES A Posi- 
tion as governess in a Catholic family; good 
references and moderate terms. Address MISS K, 
care this office. 11-19-97. 



W^ 



ANTED-SITUATION O.V SUGAR PLANTA- 
tlon or saw-mill, as boarding-house keeper; 
long experience; can furnish best of reKrences. Address 
COMPETENT, care Louisiana Planter, New Or- 
leans, La. 11-17-97. 



WANTED — POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker ; has had long experience, and can 
furnish evidence of competency. Address H. S. LEWIS, 
6o9 Gravier street, City. 11-10-97. 



^^ /ANTED— A MAN WITH PERFECT AC- 

W quaintanoe with the Spanish language, both in 

speaking and writing, and some knowledge in book- 



W' 



keeping, to take responsible office position on sugar 
estate in Mexico ; must have unexceptional references 
and be willing to begin on a small salary; a good op- 
portunity ana first-class position to satistactorv person. 
AddresSfWith age, nationality, and other details, B. F. 
JOHNSTON, 895 Warren avenue, Chicago, 111. 
11-10-97 



TTTANTED— AN ASSISTANT ENGINEER ON 
YY sugar estate in Mexico; sober, industrious man 
ot experience, with refeiences, nreierably with some 
knowledge of Spanish; a life position to the r ght man : 
salary small. Answer, stating age, nationality, marriea 
or single, salary desired peryear, etc. to B. F. JOHN- 
STON, 895 Warren avenue, Chicago, 111. 
1 1-10-97 



WANTED — A COMPETENT AND EXPERI- 
enced machinist and sugar plantation engineer 
wishes to engage by the year witn good people at a 
small sslary; references good; habits strictly sober; 
time to b^n January i, 189^, or to suit agreement. Ad- 
'. H. E., Engineer, 734 Dublin street, CarroUton, 



dress P. 
La. 



11-7-97 



WANTED- BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS' 
experience in sugar manufacture and refining, a 
position in Louisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries and factories ; can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Address H. S. R., Box 
1386, New Orleans, La. > 1*9-97 



W 



ANTED— TWO COMPETENT DOUBLE 
effect men. Apply 918 Canal street, city. 

ro.90-07 



TITA^t TED — POSITION AS STENOGRAPHER 
^» and typewriter, by a competent young lady ; excel- 
lent references. Address STENOGRAPHER, care 
M. R. Powers, 704 Common stre et. New Orleans. 1 1 -6-97 



WANTED-BEET SUGAR ENGINEER, HAVING 
*' had large practice in designing beet sugar houses, 
and with experience in erecting and running, would like 
to coneect with some new company or manufacturer of 
sugar machinery; best of references and satisfaction 
assnred. Address SUITABLE, care Louisiana Plan- 
ter. it-9-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER AND 
^* millwright: understand putting up shafting and 
setting up machinery; twenty years' experience. Ad- 
dress GEORGE HINMAN, Franklin and Josephine 
streets. New Orleans, La. ii~x-97 



ATTANTED— A POSITION AS A SUGAR MAKER;. 

Vy willing to do his own polarixstlon ; has had 
eighteen years' experience; can furnish rt;ference. Ad- 
dress ALFRED ROUSSEAU, this office. 1 1 4*97 



good 
Engt 



ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 

has had eighteen years' experience; can furnish 

J. AddrtM M. MONTBGUDO, 43T 



reference, 
inghien street, city. 



30 10^. 



ESTABLISHED 




1876* 



MAAS & WALDSTEIN. 

107 Murray St. - - NEW YORK. 

CHEMICAL EXPERTS 

And Manufacturers of 

SULPHINE AND BOXYDEy 

Celebrated for Bleachitii: flohiAses. 

Aitl-FtnNits, Flnors, Cohrs iii SpecialtlN. 



Our Mr. Max Rosenheim^ well known to tihe 
trade, will give personal attention to all 
inquires, and impart valuable Infor- 
mation. Correspondence solicited. 



FOR SALE! 

ON EASY TERMS. 

Two 4-ft. 5- Roller Mills, with engine and gearing com' 
plete. 

One 4 3^ -foot 3 Roller Mill, engine and gearing com- 
plete. 

One Standard Double -Effect, with all pumps and con- 
nections complete. Capacity, 100,000 ^lons. 

One Swenson Double- Effect, with all pumps and con* 
nectlons complete. Cspacity, 100.000 gallons. 

One 7^-ft. Vacunm Pan, with centrifugals, pumps, 
granulator, mixers snd engines. 

One 9-ft. Vacunm Pan, pumps, centrifugals, mixer, 
en^ne and sugar packer. 

Two bagasse blowers and engines. 

Three hundred sugar wagons. 

Two filter presses and pumps. 

Six clarifiers, capacity, 1000 gallons each. 

Alotof pumps, boilers, feeders, pipes and fittings. 

For particulars and terms address or call on 

J. 8. COLLINS, 

Ceismar P. O. La. 



To Leaae Sugar Plantation with 
Modem Sugar House. AddresSi 

JESSE W. ROSS. 

5211 8T. CHARLK8 AVKN UK, 

NEW ORLEANS. 



Tj£^il£noN_OFADDmoN__ Jypyjl, gnd H„5S|g|, Bj|j|,j 



. MAKES THE 



NEW ST. CHARLES 



ABtSOLUTELY FIREPROOF 



One of the largest as well as one of the Best 
and Most Attractive Hotels in this Country • . • • 

500 Rooms. - - 200 Private Bath Rooms. 

Kept on the AMERICAN PLAN and first-class in every respeot. 



Raie9 from f3 per day up, acoording io size and loeation of Rooms, 
HMin— A. R. BLAKELY & CO., Ltd.. Proprietof«. 
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LouiBlana Sugar Chemists' Mssoeiation, 
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BY TBS 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND 8UOAR 
MANUPACTURBR CO. 

Devoted to Louisiana Agriculture In general, and to 
the Sugar Industry In particular, and in all Its 
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EDITORIAL corps: 
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10 Inch 
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S 6 00 
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60 00 

100 00 



3 month 6 month 12 month 
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24 00 

36 20 

47 60 

58 76 

70 00 

81 16 

90 00 

95 00 

100 00 

150 00 

260 00 



} 18 76 

36 00 

64 40 
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106 00 
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136 00 
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All communications should be addressed to Thb 
LouisiAifA Plantxr, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



LIST OP 

McCall Brothers. 
McCall A Legendre, 
Leon Godchauz, 
James Teller, 
B. Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. E. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Poos ft Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Lndus Forsyth Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
Emile Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T. O. McLanry, 
L. S. Clark, 

it B. Levert, 
Impson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. Sutcliffe, 

iohn S. Moore, 
aaes C. Murphy, 
OS. Webre, 



STOCKHOLDERS. 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ. Behan, 
J. T. Moore. Jr., 
Edwards A Maubtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
L H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J.L.Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Aindrew Price, 
E.&J.Kock, 
Wm. Gazig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L, Monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesln A. Becnel, 
T. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BXXCUTiVK committbb: 



Henry McCall. 
Laden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

The January meeting of this associa- 
tion was held last Thursday evening, at 
its rooms on Carondelet street, and was 
an exceedingly successful and well at- 
tended one. President Rost was in the 
chair, with Secretary Dykers at his post, 
and among those present were Messrs. 
Morgan, Eastwick, Deming, Bouchereau, 
Soniat, McDonald, Webster, Mallon, 
Murphy, W. J. Thompson, Zenor, 
Schmidt, Churchill, R. McCall, Bodley, 
Kemper, Mahon, Baldwin, Slangerup 
and a large delegation from the Experi- 
ment Station at Audubon Park. On 
motion, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting was dispensed 
with. Judge Rost read a communication 
from Professor Stubbs expressing his 
regret at his inability to be present, and 
suggesting the appointment of delegates 
from the association to attend the an- 
nual meeting of the Louisiana State Ag- 
ricultural Society to be held at Crowley, 
January 25, 26 and 27. The president 
will appoint ten delegates. The chair 
then called attention to the fact that, 
since the last meeting held by the asso- 
ciation, one of its most valued members, 
Mr. L. C. Keever, had been called away 
by death, and, on motion duly made, 
he appointed a committee of three, con- 
sisting of Messrs. L. M. Soniat, G. G. 
Zenor and A. Bouchereau, to draw up 
resolutions expressive of the sorrow of 
the association over this sad event. The 
committee retired and reported the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were adopted : 

Whereas, an all-wise Providence has seen 
fit to remove from us since the last meeting of 
this association Mr. L. C. Keever, a valuable 
and highly esteemed member of the organiza- 
tion and of its executiye committee, whose 
wise counsel we can ill spare, whose loss we 
can not hope to adequately replace ; and 

Whereas, we desire to give expression to 
the sorrow we deeply feel over this abrupt 
parting from one who was bound to us by ties 
of fraternity, friendship and respect, who 
shared with us our prosperity and put his 
shoulder to the wheel with us in the periods of 
our distress; therefore, be it 

Besolved, That this association voices thus 
its frrlef over his removal from us, and extends 



to those who were even dearer to him than we 
its heartfelt sympathy in their affliction; be it 
further 

BeBolved^ That a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to the members of his family. 

The names of thirteen gentlemen who 
were candidates for membership in the 
association were then placed before the 
meeting, and all were elected unani^ 
mously. They were Messrs. L. Forsyth, 
Jr., P. S. Morris, Walter A. O'Neill, 
P. W. Preret, John Vegas, A. V. Rob- 
ertson, J. Prank Webb, A. M. Under* 
wood, Adam Short, M. Bell, E. P. East- 
wick, Jr., C. P. Bodley, and J. P. 
Kemper. 

The regular topic of the evening, 
** Crystallization in Motion,*' was then 
taken up and a paper was read by Mr. 
E. P. Eastwick, Jr., which appears in 
full elsewhere. Mr. Eastwick's paper 
was listened to with great interest, and 
the thanks of the association were ex- 
tended to him. The secretary then read 
a paper on the same subject, which had 
been prepared by Mr. Joseph E. Kohn, 
consulting engineer of the Kilby Manu- 
facturing Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
which was also received with thanks, 
and is printed in this issae. 

Quite an extensive discussion of the 
subject matter of the papers then took 
place, which was participated in by 
Messrs. H. G. Morgan, Jr., G. G. Zenor, 
Judge Rost, W. J. Thompson, E. P. East- 
wick, Jr., C. R. Chui-chill, R. McCall, 
John Paul Baldwin, Stephen Eiger and 
others. A full stenographic report will 
appear next week in The Planter. 
After the views of those present had 
been thoroughly ventilated, the chair 
announced that the next matter before 
the association was the selection of a 
topic for discussion at the next meeting. 
Mr. Wibray J. Thompson moved that 
'*The Handling of Cane at the Car* 
rier'' be discussed, which was unani- 



mously adopted, 
journed. 



The meeting then ad- 



Ool. L. S. Clarke, of St. Mary parish, was In 
the city on a visit a few days ago. 
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Louisiana State Agricultural Society. 

There will doubtless be a large attend- 
ance at the annual meeting of the Lou- 
isiana State Agricultural Society, which 
will be held at Crowley, on January 26, 
27 and 28, and as nearly all the railways 
have granted reduced rates on the basis 
of a fare and a third for the round trip 
on the certificate plan, it will be neces- 
sary for every one desiring to avail of 
these rates to secure a certificate from 
the point of departure, indicating that 
full fare has been paid going, which cer- 
tificates when countersigned will enable 
the passenger to secure the return tick- 
ets at one-third fare. The Missouri 
Pacific Railroad system has advised us 
that it will grant reduced rates on this 
basis, on the certificate plan, from all 
points on its line in Louisiana to Alex- 
andria, and that passengers from there 
can rebuy tickets to Crowley at the 
same reduced rates, which will bo in 
effect from that point. If delegates fail 
to secure certificates they will fail to se- 
cure the reduced rates. The Queen & 
Crescent system of railroad has agreed 
to make the same concession. 



Sugar Beets in Ohio. 

The Ohio Agricultural Experiment 
Station, at Wooster, has issued a bulle- 
tin under date of January 10, taking up 
its most recent work in the analyses of 
sugar beets raised in Ohio. It is noticed 
that the best average beets were pro- 
duced in the northern section of the 
State, the middle part coming next and 
the southern part the poorest. The beets 
raised in the northern section averaged 
14.3 per cent, sucrose in the juice, with 
a purity of 79.4 percent. ; in the middle 
section, sucrose 13.9 per cent., purity 
78 per cent. ; the southern portion, su- 
crose 12.8 per cent., purity 75.3 per 
cent. The average for the whole State 
was 14 per cent, sucrose in the juice, 
with a purity of 78.8 per cent. 

While these figures are not as high as 
have been reported by many of the agri- 
cultural experimental stations in the 
States further West, and especially in 
South Dakota, as reported in this issue, 
the actual sucrose content is sufficiently 
high to lead to the construction of sugar 
factories at various points where beets 
can be secured. There are proposals 
now making to erect factories at San- 
dusky and Toledo, and contracts are 



offered to the farmers to grow beets for 
the season of 1898. 



The Manufacturer. 

The Manufacturer, published in Phila- 
delphia for many years, in the interests 
of the manufacturers of the United 
States, has just reached us in a new 
shape, and we learn that the first 
weekly issue of this journal in each 
month will hereafter be devoted to the 
development and expansion of foreign 
trade. The Manufacturer has always 
been a most excellent journal, devoting 
itself most assiduously to all of our 
manufacturing interests, including that 
of sugar. The movement that it is now 
making to secure foreign trade by the 
publication of one number of each 
month specially devoted to that interest, 
and that number got up in beautiful 
style, is evidence of the high esteem 
among manufacturers that this impor- 
tant commercial journal has earned for 
itself. This monthly edition is pub- 
lished in English, as that is now recog- 
nized as the commercial language of the 
world, and we wish the journal every 
success in its new venture. 



Sugar Beets in Pennsylvania. 

Prof. H. B. Armsby, director of the 
State College, Pennsylvania, reports 
analyses of sugar beets grown in various 
parts of the State from seed distributed 
by the station last spring. He regards 
the results as very encouraging, although 
the dry weather of the late summer and 
fall rendered the yield small. He says 
that half the samples were of sufficiently 
good quality for sugar manuf axjture, and 
that a considerable portion of these 
showed yields of upward of 8 tons per 
acre, while several very excellent re- 
sults were reported. 



Another Beet Sugar Factory in New 
York State. 

We learn from the Batavia News that 
efforts are making in (ienesee county 
for the erection of a beet sugar factory 
there. As there is now a State law in 
New York that a bounty shall be paid 
to any organization, person or firm, that 
shall pay the grower a net sum of not 
less than $5 for beets delivered at the 
factory, it is to be presumed that any 
factory would be constructed with the 
end of securing this bounty in addition 



to the ordinary profits that might be de- 
rived from the industry. It is desired 
to establish in the village of Batavia a 
factory which will have a capacity to 
handle the beets from 3000 acres of land 
and to do this during a period of seventy 
days, which is estimated to be the max- 
imum time that should be consumed. 
Such a factory would have to be able 
to consume about 800 tons of beets 
every twenty-four hours and its esti- 
mated cost of building and equipping is 
$590,000. 

It is said that, if the proper beet con- 
tracts can be made, capital for the 
erection of the factory will be forth- 
coming at once. Professor Roberts, of 
Cornell University, is said to have 
stated that sugar beets raised in Genesee 
county contained an average of 17.43 
per cent, of sugar, with 84.32 per cent, 
purity. It is thought that the necessary 
number of contracts will soon be ob- 
tained to justify the organization of a 
company and the erection of the factory. 
Farmers' meetings have been called and 
they seem to be generally interested in 
the scheme. It is to be hoped that the 
venture will meet with success. 



Saccharine. 



Editor Louisiana Planter: Will you kindly 
inform me where I can find information con- 
cerning the manufacture of saccharine, the 
new substitute for sugar? I wish to know 
specially what the possibilities are that the 
sugar industry, cane and beet, may be injured 
by the continued manufacture of saccharine. 

December 29, 1897, G. H. B. 

Saccharine is a coal oil product, and 
was discovered by Fahlberg while en- 
gaged in chemical researches under the 
direction of Professor Remsen, at the 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. 
Professor Remsen directed the line of in- 
vestigation and to him should attach the 
credit for the discovery of saccharine, if 
any credit there be in its discovery. 

Saccharine, being a mineral product, 
is said to have injurious effects when 
used as food. Efforts have been made 
in Belgium to prohibit its importation 
there, but large quantities are said to be 
carried in in evasion of the law. We 
understand that it is produced to a con- 
siderable extent in Germany, under 
Fahlberg' s formula, whence it is ex- 
ported wherever desired. 

There can be no doubt but that even 
now it seriously interferes with the sale 
of sugar, because it is used in many 
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cases to promote sweetening, its high 
sweetening powers, 230 times that of 
sugar, rendering it a desirable sweeten- 
ing agent where its presence can be 
concealed. Its present use, therefore, 
seems to be fraudulent, or as an adulter- 
ant, just as glucose was, and in fact 
now is. 

Saccharine probably enters more 
largely into manufactures than is gen- 
erally suspected, and this may account 
for the limited effort thus far made 
toward the suppression of its sale. Our 
people are not very likely to consume 
coal oil sugar if they know it, and what 
we need is a rigorous system of pure 
food laws that shall suppress this and 
all similar adulteration. The final effect 
of saccharine upon our American cane 
and beet sugar industries can hardly be 
very serious, provided jthe proper efforts 
are made to suppress its fraudulent use. 



The Clarification of Cane Juice. 

A recent issue of the Port of Spain 
Gazette, of the Island of Trinidad, B. 
W. I., contains an article under the 
above caption which is of interest to the 
sugar world generally and to us in 
Louisiana in particular. The author of 
the article, Mr. Louis Bert de LaMarre, 
is the agent for the Burnley estates in 
the Island of Trinidad, where the Lillie 
multiple effects and the pending clarifi- 
cation apparatus have been recently 
adopted and used with pronounced suc- 
cess daring the season. Mr. de La- 
Marre discusses cane juice clarification 
as follows : 

The process of clarification by the Deming 
apparatus is as follows : 

The cane juice expressed by the mill is 
passed on to tanks without the admixture of 
any clarifying agent. In the tanks a certain 
amount of lime is added for clarifying and 
mixed with the juice by means of atmospher- 
ical air being blown into the tanks from the 
bottom. 

From these tanks the juice is conducted to 
the superheater (dieestor and absorberV pass- 
ing through which it is drawn on into 
conical tanks of the usual external pattern, 
but being fitted internally in such a way that 
there is a prompt settling of the juice. JIach 
of the tanks in the series Is fitted with a bot- 
tom ''robinet" ready for connection, and the 
juice passes through the entire range by 
means of piping fixed in the top of eacb, get- 
ting gradually clearer by the simple process of 
gravitation. It then passes on to the sub- 
siders, previous to being boiled in the triple 
effect. 

♦ *♦♦*♦ 

Along with this I ^ve an explanation of the 
Deming process of clarification, and I consider 
it to be mechanically correct. It is in the 
chemical treatment of the juice that any fault 
in connection with it lies, and had the manu- 
facturer only kept this in view, as well as the 



mechanism, the apparatus as a whole would 
have been very nearly perfect. Therefore, as 
the result of several conversations with Mr. 
Carmody, professor of chemistry to the gov- 
ernment of Trinidad, and with Mr. Peter Abel, 
of the Usine St. Madeleine, 1 am endeavoring 
to correct the faults I find in the apparatus so 
far as the chemical points are concerned, and 
Messrs. James Smith and Gambal, the 
engineers of Messrs. Burnley ^s Estates, in this 
island, are rendering me able assistance in 
bringing my proposed treatment to a practical 
result. 

Supposing a certain quantity of lime with 
hydrate of alumina, in the proportion of 1 to 
300, be required to clarify the juice, the modus 
operandi I am establishing at Esperanza factory 
is as follows : 

Half the above mixture will be mixed in a 
regulated manner, with the cane juice at the 
bottom of the mill, and the balance when it 
reaches the cylindrical tanks. Then in order 
to get a thorough mixture and to secure the 
complete coa^fation of the albuminoids, etc.. 
sulphur-dioxide fumes are pumped and forced 
into the tanks. Then the juice so treated will 
be forwarded neutral into the superheater 
(dlgestor and absorber) and at the outlet dis- 
charged into pipes on top of this machine, go- 
ing U) the conical settling tanks, a regulated jet 
of phosphoric acid will oe introduced, mixing 
thoroughly with the juice, which is then car- 
ried forward by its own velocity into the con- 
ical tanks. 

The chemical effect of phosphoric acid in- 
troduced at this stage of the process will be to 
ffet rid by precipitation of the excess of lime 
in the juice, and on account of the heavy spe- 
cific gravity of this precipitate, it will give a 
quicker precipitation within the conical tanics. 
» * * * * 

With regard to the entire plant supplied by 
Mr. Deming and the Sugar Apparatus Manu- 
facturing Company, of Fhiladelphia, I have to 
state that some portions, such as the conical 
and cylindrical tanks are not a new invention, 
but the superheater (digestor and absorber) is 
an entirely new idea, and I can recommend it 
to every one engaged in the manufacture of 
sugar. The combined process of tanks and 
superheater as supplied by Mr. Deming, would 
be a complete success, if he had not over- 
looked the chemical composition of the juice 
to be dealt with in tropical countries where the 
atmospherical and other conditions are not the 
same as those existing in Louisiana. I have en- 
deavored to indicate the chemical process 
which the juice should undergo, and if this be 
supplied by Mr. Deming to his excellent me- 
chanical arrangement, I can recommend its 
use upon the lines described. 

I must also say that with the ^^ Lillie '^ evap- 
orator, from the Sugar Apparatus Manufact- 
uring Company, which was erected at Esper- 
anza Estate, in January, 1897, the entire crop 
of nearly 4000 tons of sugar was taken off in 
seventy-five working days, and no criticism 
can be brought against it; the apparatus at the 
end of the season was nearly as clean inside 
as when it was erected. — L. Bert De Lamarre, 
M, Societe Clinique de Paris, in Port of Spain 
Gazette. 



Rice in 1897. 

The demand throughout 1897, and especially 
its last quarter, showed marked enlargement, 
due to generally improved conditions, with 
consequent increased purchasing power among 
consumers. Then, again, because of the rela- 
tive cheapness of rice in comparison with po- 
tatoes and other cereals. Foreign, as hereto- 
fore, has been the main dependence, furnish- 
ing quite two-thirds of the required amount. 

The year opened with stocks in all parts of 
the world far below normal (scarcely 60 per 
cent, of the average previous five years at 



equal date) and the probability of a shortened 
forward supply because of the famine in Ben- 
gal. The requirements on latter account were 
nearly 600,000 tons, but, fortunately, were 
nearly offset by an unusually large crop in 
Burmah. The diversion of the extraordinary 
amount named (say ten times an average 
American crop) from regular commercial 
channels failed to affect the markets abroad, 
other than to keep them in good form. The 
movemen'. was characterized by steadiness, 
save in the months of April and July — in the 
former a sudden alarm over the tariff, and in 
the latter its enactment stimulated the demand, 
followed by a falling away of equal amount in 
the months next ensuing. The Interjection of 
a new tariff at a time when the domestic sorts 
were in light supply impelled an advance of 
half a cent, corresponding to the enhanced 
duty, which has since been maintained. The 
market closed strong at the end of 1897, with 
the general opinion prevailing that the new 
year would open under conditions favorable to 
advancing values in both domestic and foreign. 
Latest advices respecting the home product 
show average quality along the Atlantic coast, 
but in the Southwest (Louisiana and Texas) 
marked diminution from early estimates and 
the domestic supply perforce short of annual 
requirements. Reports, therefore, concerning 
the situation in Europe, as well as progress 
and wellare of the product in the far East, are 
of continuing interest. Stoclcs in all distribu- 
tive centres abroad continue less than average, 
which accounts for the generally firm and un- 
yielding conditions of markets, spite variations 
of demand. As to the forward supply, con- 
trary conditions have greatly curtailed the 
outcome in Japan, and its deficiency will have 
to be supplied by importations from Burmah. 
The next following in order of marketing — 
Bengal, is prospering but scarce average. Bur- 
mah, the chief source of the world's supply, 
promises another bumper crop quite up to the 
last one. Other sections report average expe- 
riences and no surplus. The situation epit- 
omized stands thus: Domestic crop less than 
requirements; stocks throughout the world 
iight; maturing and growing (foreign) crops 
in aggregate less than usual, and outlook 
favorable for full values throughout the cur- 
rent year. — American Grocer, 



Lakeside Irrigation Company. 

The Lakeside Irrigation Company has been 
incorporated by Dr. E. I. Hall, E. F. Rowson, 
John Boyum and F. B. Carpenter, with $30,- 
000 paid capital, each partner being an equal 
owner. They have purchased the Dr. Hall 
farm of 4300 acres, and will at once put in an 
irrigating plant. Lumber has been purchased 
and work will be pushed upon buildings and 
other improvements at once. This will be one 
of the strongest Irrigation companies in the 
State and they have one of the finest locations 
on earth. for such a plant. — Jennings Times, 



Col. John B. Gheens and Miss M. A. Gheens, 
from Golden Ranche plantation, in Lafourche, 
were guests of the Boyal during the past week. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Belle Helene is 
the sole Ascension factory Btlll In the throes of 
cane grinding, and her flres will probably haye 
been extinguished by the time this screed ap- 
appears in print. No details of the work at 
Belle Helene are as yet available, but it is 
known that in spite of the numerous drawbacks 
encountered there early in the rolling cam- 
paign, the aggregate outcome will be quite 
satisfactory to those interested in the place. 

Hermitage finished her llbors on Wednes- 
day of last week, having handled a total of 
18,003 tons of cane, which yielded 3,100,000 
pounds of sugar, a tine average of more than 
171 pounds per ton. Manager James Landry, 
Engineer Chas. H. Cody and Sugar Boiler 
Luoien Chauvin all merit a share of the praise 
due for the tip- top results secured at the fine 
Hermitage factory. 

Palo Alto also wound up the same day Her- 
mitage did, and Manager H. 0. Wilson and 
his associates have every reason to feel satis- 
fled with the showing they made. The grind- 
ing season at this place began October 18 and 
closed January 6, but the actual running time 
of the mill was sixty days. During this time 
29,028 tons of cane were crushed, from which 
4,757,843 pounds of sugar Were obtained, the 
averages being 480 tons of cane handled per 
day, 164 pounds of sugar obtained per ton of 
cane, and 3485 pounds per acre. During his 
nearly thirty years of incumbency of the man- 
ager's post at Palo Alto Mr. Wilson has proba- 
bly had no more successful season than that of 
1897-98, considering the quantity of material 
available. It goes without saying that he is to 
remain on the place another season, with a 
prospect of still being there for many more 
years. 

The output of Messrs. Bernard Lemann & 
Bros.' three factories has been larger than 
was recently estimated in this correspondence. 
Instead of 9,900,000 pounds, the total will 
reach 10,240,000 pounds, of which Palo Alto 
has furnished 4,757,000, Belle Terre 3,050,000, 
and Peytavin 2,433,000 pounds. 

The sugar produced by the Miles Company's 
factories is also somewhat larger than earlier 
estimates, being reported at about 18,750,000 
pounds. Hon. Wm. Porcher Miles lonfirms 
the general impression that the pecuniary re- 
sults realized from this crop will be more sat- 
isfactory than those from the larger product 
of the preceding season. 

It has been about definitely settled that the 
sugar product per ton of cane obtained at the 
big New Hope factory was 189.29 pounds, 
which is much larger than that of any other 
house in this parish. 

While a number of changes in the owner- 
ship of sugar plantations are reported from 
neighboring parishes, and particularly St. 
James and Iberville, so far as is known to date 
there will be no transfer of Ascension* proper- 
ties from their present owners to new hands. 
A few managerial changes have taken place 
which will be noted in next week's letter. 

The Ascension Branch, Sugar Planter's As- 



sociation, failed to hold its January meeting 
last week, owing to lack of a quorum, and one 
of the main causes of this lapsus was the ab- 
sence of the president, Hon. Henry McCall, 
who was called to New Orleans early in the 
week on business and hence could not ^^ show 
up'* at the club rooms. 

The weather for some days past has been 
extremely mild and spring-like, giving a great 
impetus to early ploughing and planting, 
which are in full blast in Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[Special Correspondenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been remarkably warm since last report, and 
dry until Wednesday. Everybody took advan- 
tage of the situation and cane planting was 
general throughout the parish. The soil was 
in splendid condition, and the seed cane is 
reported to be good, only inclined to sprout, 
and unless it can be planted in a short while 
much of it will be lost, or so badly sprouted 
that the stand will be indifferent. Labor is 
plentiful, and everybody is working with 
energy. Several showers on Wednesday will 
suspend field work for a few days. 

We have visited both the upper and lower 
sections of the parish lately, and find that in 
the former, where everything is cotton, things 
look rather blue. The crop was not up to the 
average in size, and, owing to rivalry and com- 
petition among the merchants, advances were 
made predicated on an estimated value of $30 
per bale for cotton, which is hardly averaging 
$20. Some of the cotton still remains in the 
field. On the other hand, in the lower section 
all is smiling. Sugar lands are up in value, 
and many who bought lands on credit a year 
or two ago are anticipating their notes, while 
others are buying woodlands, five and six 
miles from the river, at from $15 to $30 per 
acre. 

About one-half of the sugar crop is still on 
the plantations in the first ward, awaiting the 
advance of another quarter, the realization of 
which seems more than probable in the early 
spring. 

One of the planters in this neighborhood 
divided a lot of molasses into two parts re- 
cently, one of which was shipped to New 
Orleans and sold on the market there at fifteen 
cents per gallon, while the other was shipped 
through New Orleans to New York and sold 
there, and notwithstanding the additional 
freight and other incidental charges, aggre- 
gating $1.80 per barrel, the molasses sold in 
New York netted the planter $2.60 per barrel 
more than that sold in New Orleans. 

Messrs. Koth & Mc Williams, of Plaquemine, 
closed the sale of their Myrtle Grove planta- 
tion on Bay«u Jacob, Saturday, to Mr. Ernest 
Vicknair, of St. James parish. The price paid 
was $40,000, which, with several assumpsits 
made the price about $44,000. We learn that 
Mr. Vicknair has made arrangements to put in 
a vacuum pan, and that he will purchase all 
cane offering for sale in his neighborhood. 

Mr. Edwin Marionneaux, of Plaquemine, a 
stirring and energetic planter, has bought out 
his coproprietors in the Belfort plantation, and 
will run the place for his own account, and 



that it will be done successfully is a fact recog- 
nized by all acquainted with Mr. Marionneaux. 

Mr. Christopher Devall has rented his Mes- 
pilus plantation to Messrs. J. A. Langlois and 
A. J. Billings. 

Mr. A. J. Martinez has sold his farm to Mr. 
P. A. Dupuy, of Plaquemine Point. 

Mrs Leila M. Harper and John Hill have 
sold their Key plantation on Bayou Marin- 
gouin to Mr. James H. Merrill, of West Baton 
Rouge parish. 

Hon. Andrew Price and wife, of Lafourche, 
and Major Lawrence L. Butler, of St. Louis, 
Mo., are here to attend the annual meeting of 
the Edward J. Gay Planting and Manufact- 
uring Company, Limited. 

District Court met in regular jury session 
last Monday and Hon. W. W. Yentress, of Sun- 
shine, a prominent planter of the fourth ward 
and member of the Legislature, was appointed 
foreman of the grand jury. Ibebvillb. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondence. J 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Scarcely have the 
echoes of the puffing of the sugar mills died 
away ere work is being actively pushed for- 
ward on the crop of 18d8. In the matter of 
field work our planters have been blessed 
with phenomenal weather for the first half of 
January. From Tuesday, the 4th Inst., up to 
Wednesday, the 12th, the weather has been 
remarkably warm, the thermometer frequently 
registering 80 deg. during the day. Under the 
intiuence of these temperate conditions grass 
is beginning to peep out of the ground as 
though spring were at hand. It is many yean 
since the planters have accomplished as mooh 
work so early in the year as has been done 
during the past two weeks. Ploughing ii 
being pushed forward on all sides, while cane 
is being planted on not a few places. Indeed, 
Mr. E. Montecino, on the old Carey place, has 
almost finished planting. This warm spell 
has not been received kindly, as it will prob* 
ably cause the cane to sprout more or less, 
when a severe freeze will come along and in- 
flict the usual damage. 

Cinclare, Smithfield and Orange Grove are 
still grinding away, but they are on the home 
stretch and, barring accidents, will finish in a 
few days. Looking back over the entire roll* 
ing campaign the fact stands out in bold re- 
lief that, viewed from any and every stand- 
point, the grinding season of 1897-98 was ex- 
ceedingly favorable to the planters of thia 
parish. Hence it is that they take up the work 
of the current year with more hope and cheer- 
fulness than marked the opening of the culti- 
vating season last January. 

The winding up of the long rolling season 
at Poplar Grove was made the occasion of 
quite a demonstration last week. The field 
hands had a grand parade, their mules and 
carts decorated with small fiags, while a brass 
band added to the noise of the occasion. Fire- 
works and a dance for the young folks Satur- 
day night were incidents of the celebration, 
which was brought to a close by an elegant 
supper tendered by Mr. H. Wilkinson to the 
factory force and a few of his intimate friends. 
The health of the genial host and the oontin- 
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aed prosperity of Poplar Grove were drunk in 
bumpers of sparlcling Roederer. 

It is reported that Mr. R. N. Hamilton has 
sold liis one-third interest in Allendale planta* 
tion to Mr. Martin Kahoa. 

Mr. Dennie Duplantier, who, during the past 
Ave years, has been assistant manager on 
Anchorage, has taken the management of 
Kelson for the current year. 

Mr. J. J. Capponex, who had charge of the 
Lefebvre's Long wood plantation in East Baton 
Rouge last year, has been installed as head 
overseer on Poplar Grove. 

•Material improvements are contemplated at 
Westover this year. 

Mr. George Hill, so rnmor has it, will put 
in a vacuum pan at Barrowza for the next crop. 

Cinolare is being overwhelmed with offers of 
cane to be delivered next fall. 

At the present time there seems to be an 
abundance of labor in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

[Special CorrespoDdence.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: At this season 
there is necessarily but little to record of inter- 
est from an agricultural standpoint. The crops 
of the former year are about harvested, those 
of the prescLt year not yet planted. A few re- 
marks as to the weather constitutes about all 
the stock in trade at present of your various 
scribes— a topic, at best, threadbare. 

The week just closed was favorable for Held 
wark,and on one or two places, at least, the busi- 
ness of planting cane was. started. I learn that 
one planter was not jubilant over the appear- 
ance of the seed cane, it having sprouted badly 
in-the windrow. To-day the weather has been 
threatening, with occasional light showers ; at 
present writing it promises to be colder. The 
warm weather has been rather trying to those 
having to work in the factories. 

Your correspondent from Iberville hits the 
nail squarely on the head when he suggests 
that discriminating rates on railroads will not 
tend to increase the sugar trade of New Or- 
leans; in fact, if there is an attempt made to 
coerce the planter into shipping to New Or- 
leons all of the sugar that is not absolutely 
pledged to the New Orleans merchants will 
seek other markets. 

One of the mistakes made by the New Or- 
leans people was that of concealing the market 
price of sugar and not allowing the papers to 
quote the official price of each grade* As it is, 
ttie quotations sent out for the same day by 
different merchants do not agree. For busi- 
ness people to attempt to juggle with the 
prices, or attempt to conceal the market rate, 
is a sure method of business suicide. New Or- 
leans should be to a much larger extent the 
market place for the sugar crop ; that it is not 
Is due to the active competition of other cities, 
the fact that they market more cheaply than 
New Orleans, and the additional fact that the 
seller resents the withdrawal of the official 
quotations. 

On the other hand the action of the planter 
iS'to be deprecated who avoids altogether the 
New Orleans market. This means that traders 
who would buy both in New Orleans and on 



the plantations are forced to buy to a 
large extent on the places, leaving the New 
Orleans market to one or two large purchasers. 

This is a question that admits of considera- 
ble discussion on both sides. To do away with 
the Crescent City as a distributing point will 
eventually Injure the planter, as will the 
allowing of the market there to be controlled 
by the refiners as against the traders who buy 
for direct consumption. 

Aside from any question of pride in the old 
town. It pays the planter to see that New 
Orleans retains at least a large share of its 
sugar trade. It does seem, however, that its 
merchants are doing their utmost to lose It, 
and instead of reducing the cost of handling 
the sugar so as to compete with other cities, 
by withholding official quotations and seeking 
to get discriminating freight rates, they are 
alienating the good will of the people whose 
p reduce they expect to handle. Heveral years 
ago this matter was discussed In my letter, at 
the time action was taken to conceal the official 
quotations of each grade, and the prediction 
was then made that such course was a mistake, 
and it would only hurt the trade of New Or- 
leans. That error can be corrected, the official 
quotations can be published daily and it would 
restore some of the lost confidence. But to 
that must be added a reduction in the handling 
of the sugar and then New Orleans will re- 
sume her lost rank as a distributing centre of 
the Louisiana sweets. 

We understand from Mr. Malhiot that Oakley 
will probably increase her milling capacity so 
as to handle the crop made and the bought 
cane more rapidly. Mr. Malhiot with his 
present mill has obtained excellent results. 

Mr. Ivy Kittredge proposes to put tenants 
on some land hitherto lying idle, that is, for a 
long number of years. There are many As- 
sumption people buying up land in the neigh- 
borhood of WHite Castle and they will sell 
their cane by the ton. More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Ck>rre8pon<lenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Light rains at 
night, heavy fogs in the early morning, and 
temperatures above the normal have all tended 
to cause a rapid decline in the sucrose content 
of the canes, and it is very fortunate that but a 
limited acreage remains to be harvested. With 
but one or two exceptions, the canes to be 
ground were windrowed prior to the severe 
freeze, and will continue to make good sugar 
probably until the end of the campaign; where 
they were standing at that time they will 
scarcely pay for grinding after the end of this 
week, as fermentation is very active under ex- 
isting conditions. Where the campaign is from 
any cause to be prolonged into the new year, 
then prudence would seem to prompt that 
canes to be ground so late In the season should 
be windrowed prior to injury from a freeze. 
The output of the parish has been somewhat 
curtailed by climatic influences, yet to no very 
great extent. Recently very high figures have 
been published as to yield of sugar In the 
parish and the output in pounds per ton of 
cane. 

Conservative estimates are below the pub- 



lished figures, based on the backward spring, 
the injury from want of adequate moisture in 
spring and summer in some sections, and the 
unusual growth during the first three weeks in 
September, resulting in a low sucrose content 
in the canes at the commencement of the cam* 
paign. The yield will be beyond expectations, 
yet not phenomenal, as will be proved when 
the produce tax is paid. 

All the factories below town on the Grand 
Caillou have closed operations with the ex- 
ception of Honduras, of Messrs. Shaffer & 
Morrison, and Live Oak, of £ngman. Green- 
wood, of Mr. Thomas Casey, is the only factory 
still grinding on the lower Bayou Black. Ar- 
doyne, of the Messrs. Shaffer Bros., and Belle 
Grove, of Mr. James McBride, on the upper 
Bayou Black, may cease operations in a week 
or ten days, and Poverty Flat, of Messrs. Mc- 
Collom & Cocke, on Chacahoula, at the close 
of the week. 

Wednesday of last week, variable ; Thursday, 
rain at night and during the day ; Friday, heavy 
fog and warm; Saturday, light rain at night 
and cloudy during the day ; Sunday, fog and 
cloudy; Monday, light rain at night; Tuesday, 
clouds and sunshine and warm. 

Report from Schr lever is as follows: 



January 



Temperature. 


Rainfall. Sanshlne 


3.45.0 


22.0 




4..65.0 


24.0 




5.78.0 


46.0 




6.78.0 


51.0 


.12 


7..77.0 


44.0 


.05 


8..78.C 


45.0 




9.80.0 


54.0 




71.0 


41.0 


.17 
Tbhreboxnb. 



St. Mary. 

The whistles of the various sugar houses 
throughout St. Mary have almost been hushed. 
Many have finished the season's work with fair 
results, still a few of them are pegging away. 
Unlike many other seasons, this year has been 
very favorable for taking off the crop. The 
mills were compelled to stop for only a few 
days on account of bad weather, and not one 
planter lost any cane. A still larger amount 
of seed was put up, which means that the 
acreage will be largely increased. In many 
places I he swamps have surrendered their 
bosoms to the advancing hand of progress. 
Levees have been made, draining machines 
put up, the water pumped out, the timber 
cleared away and the former home of the alli- 
gator Is now the richest sugar land under the 
sun. If this keeps on the marshes on the gulf 
will be transformed, and the parish of St. 
Mary will show to the world what money, in- 
dustry and progress can do when the neces- 
sity is at hand. — Franklin News, 



Vermilion. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: We have had 
regular spring weather for the past week, 
and a number of old settlers predict that we 
will have no more cold weather this season; 
however, we attach but little Importance to 
weather predictions. If the present condi- 
tions continue for a couple of weeks It will 
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•onslderably aid the farmers in planting their 
cane, which is now the general order of the 
day. The gee-haw man can be heard on all 
sides those days, and his sole aim seems to be 
to plough ali the land he can to plant all the 
cane he can. The cane crop will be immense 
this year if the season is favorable. The large 
amount of seed that was put up has preserved 
wonderfully well, hardly a stalk spoiled as far 
as reported and still there is not enough. 
Seed cane is in demand on all sides, but no one 
has any to spare ; several thousand tons could 
be disposed of at fabulous prices were it to be 
had. The immense increase in the acreage of 
cane in this parish has seemingly attracted the 
attention of capitalists this way and the prob- 
abilities are that we will have, at an early date, 
a modem central sugar refinery in the neigh- 
borhood of Abbeville. A tract of land con- 
taining 500 acres, situated one mile south of 
Abbeville, was purchased a few days ago for 
the purpose, as we understand, of erecting a 
very large refinery and a company will be 
organized in a very few days with an author- 
ized capital of $500,000, to erect and operate 
the same. The promoters of this enterprise 
could not have selected a more fit location or 
one with a brighter future, for this parish is 
undeveloped in the sugar industry— in fact, it 
is still in its infancy, and with the proper 
facilities for saving the cane after it is made 
would stimulate a supply equal to 1000 tons a 
day to a mill every two miles distant along the 
Vermilion river. We want more mills, we 
need more mills and the increase in the cane 
industry will demand more mills. 

Extensive preparations are being made in the 
rice district for an increase in acreage this 
year. All the rice farmers are trying to malce 
some kind of arrangements to have their crops 
irrigated this year, and it will be a question of 
aTcry few years when " providence " rice will 
be a thing of the past. The entire country 
west of here is being cut up by irrigating 
companies building and extending canals. 
The Gueydan Canal Company and the Trickey 
Canal Company, both in the extreme western 
part of the parish, are now figuring, we are 
informed, to connect their large canals, which, 
if done, will make one huge canal some twenty 
miles long, with a large irrigating plant at 
each end. The Gueydan Company has already 
rented all the land along their canal proper, 
and could place as much more if they had it. 

Cotton will get a black eye this year where 
it is possible to plant anything else. Some of 
our cotton planters claim that it is better to 
not plant any crop at all rather than 4 -cent 
cotton, and then not to be able to have it pick- 
ed. There is lots of cotton in the fields in this 
parish yet, and the owners can not get it 
gathered one-half for the other. Unfortunate- 
ly there are a great number of our farmers that 
are forced to plant cotton or nothing just now, 
for they are too far from the river or railroad 
to raise cane, and have no facilities for irrigat- 
ing to raise rice. 

Mr. Furman Stout, of Indianapolis, Ind., but 
who has large rice interests in west Vermilion, 
was in Abbeville a few days ago. Mr. Stout 
informed The Planter correspondent that he 



would in all probability move with his family 
to this parish. 

Mr. J. N. Foutz, a successful rice planter of 
Wright, La., was transacting business here this 
week. P. C. M. 

Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: To-day finds the 
farmers and planters engaged in gathering the 
crops grown last season, while preparing the 
ground for the reception of seeds and plants 
this season. 

Mr. C. Kennedy, of Barbreck, informed me 
on the 8th instant that Mr. H. Shaw, manager 
of Barbreck plantation, while meeting with a 
fair share of success in field work, and cutting 
and shipping cane to market, had yet on hand 
to ship some forty'acres of cane which, with 
the best of weather, will require something 
like two weeks to move. Mr. Shaw has re- 
served seed for planting 250 acres to cane this 
spring, which, together with fully 250 acres 
of first year's stubble, will make for Barbreck 
500 acres to cane alone. 

While The Plantek's scribe has not been 
so informed, yet it is the impression that a 
first-class sugar factory will be built at Bar- 
breck during this year in time to work off this 
season's cane crops. 

Anchorage plantation, now under the able 
management of Mr. Campbell, has reserved 
seed cane for planting quite a large acreage to 
cane this spring. Anchorage is a pretty place. 
The soil is of a rich, sandy loam, light to 
work and very productive when planted to 
cane or com. 

Mr. Campbell, the manager, who is an all- 
around up-to-date planter, will employ his 
energies to produce the greatest tonnage of 
cane possible to the acre planted. 

Mr. Lie wis is at present manager on the 
Cumberland plantation, and will, I understand, 
increase his acres to cane and com. The soil 
partakes somewhat of the same nature of that 
found on Anchorage plantation, and is very 
productive when planted to cane, corn and 
pease. 

Mr. K. L. Foster, the superintendent for 
these three beautiful plantations, has encount- 
ered a decidedly irksome piece of work from 
the day he first took charge to the present 
moment. 

Drainage, the life of the land in this country, 
was found to be in bad shape and neglected, 
buildings out of repair, fencing needed, the 
soil deficient in fertility, and there was a sad 
want of good farming implements, all of 
which has required much time and expense to 
supply ; but by dint of hard work this season 
finds improved conditions. Thanks to the 
energy displayed by Mr. Foster, a brighter 
sun will shine to bless his efforts to bring once 
more progress and prosperity . 

Mr. Wilkeson has the management of St. 
Peters plantation, and if I mistake not finished 
shipping cane on the 7th inst. I was unable to 
ascertain the amount in tons of cane made and 
disposed of from St. Peters plantation, but I 
am under the impression that the yield of cane 
per acre was fairly satisfactory. It is under- 
stood St. Peters has in reserve an abundance 



of seed cane with which to plant an increased 
acreage to cane this spring. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll, the enterprising proprietor 
of the Ellen plantation, was visiting in the 
Crescent City last week, bent on business of 
course. Mr. R. Woods, managing for Mr. 
I^oll, had his men, teams and plows out in 
force last week preparing the soil for cane 
planting. 

Mr. L. T. Otey, who for the past three years 
has been employed as accountant on the 
Leinster plantation, has recently been engaged 
by Mr. Knoll in the capacity of book-keeper 
and manager at the Ellen store and plantation. 

Information of a very satisfactory nature 
leads The Planter's scribe to say that the re- 
sults obtained from the manufacture of cane 
into sugar, with the season just ended at the 
Leinster sugar factory, were in every respect 
satisfactory. 

In regard to the weather there is nothing 
left but to say it has been during the past week 
warm and damp, with an occasional light 
shower. Should this weather continue much 
longer it is feared that the fruit buds will be 
pushed too much forward, and should a cold 
snap come on fruit would suffer. Erin. 



St. James. 

[Special Correapondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather ii 
still superb for grinding operations. Old 
Pluvius frequently makes a little skirmish in 
the twilight, but precipitately retreats on the 
appearance of the king of day, who is now 
master of the situation.' Last Monday a mere 
drizzle fell most of the day, but it only served 
to lay the dust. It is tme the tardiness of 
grinding on some places is partly due to un- 
favorable weather, but beneath such skies as 
beam down upon us to-day, reveling in sun- 
shine that literally clothes the earth in radiant 
gladness, he would be an ingrate who could 
ignore this present beneficence to brood over 
past disappointments. A southwesterly breeze 
is blowing and the temperature is something 
like what we have in April. Still we feel this 
abnormal condition can not last long, as it is 
no doubt the precursor of rain followed 1^ 
cold. 

Pike's Peak, Bessie K. and Oak Alley plan- 
tations, are the only three yet "rolling," to our 
knowledge, in this section. The latter, how- 
ever, only has a day's hauling in sight. St 
Emma of Messrs. Hymel & Schexnaildre, 
wound up their campaign last monday. 

Richbend finished the third day of the new 
year. 

Mrs. Vegas informed your correspondent 
that 1,935,000 pounds of sugar had been manu- 
factured, and not one pound of this was classed 
under fancy. 

Spring planting is progressing on most 
plantations where grinding is finished. 

St. James. 



St. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The generally fair 
condition of the weather was a prevailing feat- 
ure of the past week; following the freezing, 
spell which characterized the new year, we 
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enjoyed several days of spring-like weather 
which proved most beneficial to every one and 
everything, and the predominating impression 
was that spring was almost there. But any 
snch ideas have been caused to vanish by the 
sort of weathei- which we have had for the last 
two days. Tuesday a dense fog hid the sun 
from us the entire day, whilst Wednesday was 
blessed by a heavy downpour which was al- 
together of a disagreeable nature, and to-day 
(Thursday) the lowered temperature is ac- 
companied by an east wind, which is a sure 
gign of an approaching rain. 

The fine sunny days of last week have per- 
mitted almost every planter to start his crop 
of 1898, which, if it proves according to antic- 
ipations, will break the record of the past 
years. Ploughing is going on extensively and 
the soil is reported as being in a very good 
condition. Planting also was being done with 
haste, but this last disturbance in the elements 
will cause an inevitable delay. 

Speaking of grinding seems almost out of 
date, still there are some backward planters, 
and daily cane cars are seen nmnlng up and 
down our railroads. Gramercy has not yet 
concluded her rolling season, but will be done 
by the close of the month. 

Messrs, L. £. and Charles Gallery, of Con- 
vent, have rented the Elma plantation of Mr. 
Ferchaud (Lauderdale postoflice), where they 
expect to cultivate an extensive rice crop. The 
Messrs. Callery are expert planters, having 
been bom and raised on a plantation in St. 
Mary parish. Since their removal to this par- 
ish they had abandoned the planting business, 
bat with the improved prospects have decided 
to return to their former industry, and, with 
Mr. L. S. Bourgeois for overseer, expect to 
make a fine rice crop on their newly-rented 
place. 

Mr. J. Guldry has accepted the position as 
manager of Mr. Levert^s St. John plantation 
in St. Martinville. 

. Mr. Michel Cantrel, a promising young over- 
see^, has removed with his family to Galven 
Grove, where he is to be assistant for the com- 
ing crop. 

The strong and numerous talks concerning 
the different sales and purchases in our parish 
seem to have died out considerably, and every 
planter is quietly going on his way beginning 
his new crop. 

Owing to continued illness in the family of 
Judge Guion, there will be no January term 
of court in St. James, as it has been adjourned 
$ine die. Court will not he in session before 
March. Convent. 



Mr. C. D. Kemper and Mrs. Kemper, of 
Franklin, La., were guests of the St. Charles 
Hotel last Thursday. 

Mr. Joseph Birg, a prominent and success- 
ful sugar planter of St. Mary parish, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. George Matthews and Mr. E. F. Dickin- 
son, both of the Georgia plantation, near 
Raeeland, were in the city on Wednesday and 
put up at the Grunewald. 

Mr. O. B. Danjean, a prominent planter of 
St. Charles parish, was a guest of the Hotel 
Boyal during the past week. 



FOREIQN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

Berlin, December 25, 1897. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The week under 
review has been for some time a little less un- 
favorable, a few days being dry and later on 
also colder, but the hopes for a thorough 
change for the better have been nevertheless 
frustrated, as the weather after a slight snow 
storm grew again mild and wet, so that the 
beets yet to be worked remain too exposed to 
the influence of the unseasonable weather ex- 
perienced already for so long a time. To be 
sure the raw material of the factories is 
rapidly decreasing, but there are siill about 
160 establishments in activity, and these will 
certainly see their yield diminishing as they 
have done already from the beginning of No- 
vember up to the present day. About the 
same is the situation in Austria, only the cam- 
paign will be there less protracted, and conse- 
quently the damage less sensible. In France, 
Belgium and Holland, the weather has been 
moie or less variable, but as in those countries 
the campaign Is practically finished, there is 
no need to dwell on the subject of the weather. 

The general topic of discussion in sugar in- 
dustrial and commercial circles is the bounties, 
and their eventual abolition. There have been 
preliminary conferences held in this city be- 
tween German and Austro-Hungarian dele- 
gates, but it is not known what the result of 
these negotiations has been, and if they had 
any, it can at best consist in an agreement on 
the steps to be taken in the matter. If there 
takes place again a general conference, it 
would be the ninth which has been assembled 
on account of the sugar bounties, but I think it 
will turn out us abortive as its eight predeces- 
sors if France refuses to give up, at least to 
some extent, its indirect bounties. The aboli- 
tion of the direct bounties on the part of 
France is only a sham concession, a bone, as It 
were, thrown to the hunting party. It must 
be wished, of course, that the object in ques- 
tion may be reached as speedily as possible ; on 
the other hand, it can not be denied that the 
movement at present imparts a feverish feeling 
to the markets, and causes much uncertainty 
with regard to the future. Our dealers, for 
instance, observe a waiting attitude, for the 
reason that they don't want to have much 
sugar in stock, when, in consequence of the 
abolition of the bounties, a new sugar law 
should be issued. 

In Russia the Minister of Finance has recent- 
ly released the half of the so-called reserve 
stock of the factories, as the prices have reach- 
ed that height which justifies, according to the 
legal provisions, such a measure. Another In- 
teresting Item of news is reported from Russia 
— namely, the legal limitation of production, 
which, so far, has worked very well, and has 
given, at least to the producers, entire satisfac- 
tion. Is prolonged for another term of three 
years, but with some change in the regulations 
concerning the subject. Heretofore the fabri- 
cants were allowed to carry over from one 
campaign to the other their surplus stock, 
which wad only at a higher rate of tax ad- 



mitted to be sold on the home market. The 
new regulations, however, provide that the 
surplus stock must be cleared up every year, or 
that It must be exported at any rate or sold at 
home burdened with double tax— that is, 8.50 
rubel, Instead of 1.76 rubel, per pood. The 
surplus stock of the last campaign, as may 
be noted by the way, amounted to about 80,-» 
000 tons. As the fabrlcants in Russia will be-> 
yond any doubt prefer to export, the markets 
of the world may be, especially when there is 
plethora of offerings, seriously affected by the 
observance of this new measure on the part of 
the Russian factories. 

A German colonial company was incorporat- 
ed on the 15th Inst., with a capital stock of 
550,000 marks, whose object it is to grow cane 
on the Pangani river in Eastern Africa. The 
company will get the sole privilege and right 
to manufacture sugar and rum in the territories 
in question ; but they are obliged to invest at 
least 100,000 marks in the building of the fac- 
tory, which In the year 1900 must be In running 
order to produce white sugar. The area the 
government has granted to the company 
amounts to 2000 hectares (upward of 4000 
acres), at 2 marks per hectare. 

A new sugar factory is being built in Sophia^ 
the capltol of Bulgaria. It will, as a matter of 
course, produce beet sugar, and, provided 
that the necessary quantity of beet roots are 
furnished in time, the concern will start with 
the commencement of the season 1898-99. 

The lower chamber of Holland has adopted 
a bill to the effect of abolishing the export 
duty levied on the sugar of Java, which the 
island was to pay formerly in place of a sugar 
duty. The tax, however, has been suspended 
already for several years and now It is going 
to be suppressed entirely. 

Certain reports, according to which a move- 
ment was on foot in Italy for the purpose of 
building up a large Italian beet sugar industry, 
have not proved quite correct. The idea has 
been considered in financial circles, but no 
plan has been formed so far and laid before 
the public, and there is evidently, from the 
present state of affairs, still a long way to the 
realization of the scheme, if there is any way 
at all. 

The markets displayed last week much ac-^ 
tlvlty, a surprising fact In the week before 
Christmas, which is Indicative of the growing 
confidence In the future of the article. There 
were also rumors of purchases for American 
accounts, but they were not confirmed, and it 
seems that some parcels taken for Canada 
have produced that impression. But in spite 
of the at least premature rumors the tendency 
was a rising one and prices gained about 23 
per cent., actual 88 per cent, sugar now being 
quoted at Magdeburg at 10.25 to 10.35 marks^ 
and delivery December Is worth at Hamburg 
9.50 to 9.57 marks. Refined are quiet and un- 
changed. Robert Hennig. 



Hawaii. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The grinding s^a* 
son of 1897 and 1898 does not open with any 
very bright prospects for Hamakua and Kohala 
districts, as no more than half a crop can be 
expected on any of these plantations. This 
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nnlortunate circamstance is due to the past 
dry season, which has, in some instances, quite 
destroyed the crops of sugar cane. The past 
season, however, was, we are glad to say, one 
of the best ever known here, and one of the 
plantations in Hamakua has rivaled the famous 
^wa plantation in profits, if not in tonnage. 
This new plantation that has come to the front 
is the ^^ Hamakua Mill and Plantation Com- 
pany," but being a private concern nothing is 
heard about it. The large crop of cane last 
season and the superior milling facilities and 
the good weather, all combined, were the 
main reasons of the large output of sugar for 
1897. But good work, good management and 
good methods of cultivation and fertilization 
probably bad something to do with it as well. 
It must also be said that something is gained, 
too, by thoroughly trashing the cane and 
grinding it in the proper season, or when it is 
richest in saccharine matter. 

Improvements are being made in most of the 
mills out here and quite a number will put in 
nine-roller mills and superheat clarification. 
These two improvements for some reason^go 
hand in hand, and no one seems to think of 
putting one without the other. In quite a 
number of mills they are putting in six- roller 
mills and retaining the old three-roller mill, 
making nine in all. One mill will have a ten- 
roller mill, two three-rollers and two two- 
roller mills, but as this is only equal to four 
expressions, it is about the same as a nine- 
roller plant. It has been demonstrated out 
here that a six-roller mill will express all the 
juice that can be secured by pressure, and un- 
less water is used in maceration a six-roller 
mill is as good as a nine. 

The nine-roller mill is preferred here, and 
it begins to look as if we shall soon see them 
and the superheat clarification in every mill 
on the islands. ITie Honolulu Iron Works is 
also now making six and nine-roller mills, 
which are said to be equal to the famous Cora 
mills, and it is expected that they will give as 
good results. 

We are glad to notice the adoption of steel 
gearing, large shafts and broader bearings in 
these new-style mills, for now an engineer 
need not be in constant fear of the mills break- 
ing down. At the same time he can do as 
good work as can be desired by any one, and 
Uiis is not only a great satisfaction to him, but 
to all concerned or interested in the subject. 
George Osborne. 

Hamakua, Hawaii, December 10, 1897, 



Barbados. 



December 11, 1897. 
The weather record of the fortnight may 
thus be summed, '* the rain it raineth every 
day," but especially at night. Steady down- 
pours as much as one inch sixty-five parts in 
twenty -five minutes on the morning of the 
30th of November; constant, not washing, but 
soaking in with gleams of sunshine intermixed. 
The abundant moisture at this growing period 
can not fail to add materially to the yield in 
the coming season. Twelve inches more cane 
at least and a richer and purer juice— )^ to % 
ton per acre will, we venture to prophesy, be 



the addition which these glorious showers 
will make to our coming crop— if but nature 
will kindly hold her hand next month when 
the canes are ripening to the bill, and give 
them gentler showers and more sunshine. Al- 
ready there is some stir of preparation for the 
approaching reaping season — plumbers, car- 
penters and wheelwrights are beginning to 
find employment, tinkering and repairing, and 
several windmills have even assumed their 
wings for the purpose of making syrup. In 
one or two instances we regret to record that 
incendiarism has been the cause — Foursquare 
in St. Philip, Mapps, Lowthers, Ohamocks 
and Lowland in Christ Church have thus 
severely suffered. The incendiary too knows 
his power, and, while safely secreting himself 
amongst a population whose moral sense, de- 
spite our elaborate and extensive system of 
education, is not sufiiciently developed to 
prompt them to denounce the perpetrators of 
these atrocious acts, does not hesitate to pro- 
claim his intentions in writing on conspicuous 
and convenient places, such as cabbage trees, 
which afford admirable columns on which to 
post advertisements. Had it not been for the 
constant wet, these intentions, as we may infer 
from the preliminary fires alluded to above, 
would have been more fully carried out; there 
is no crop in the world more exposed or more 
easily injured than sugar cane. Passers by 
with very slight risk of detection can break 
out tempting canes to appease their longings 
and exercise their jaws, and a few minutes 
after meet the owner or caretaker with perfect 
impunity because it is impossible to identify a 
sugar cane. 

Even a child of tender age, so long as it is 
armed with teeth, can do irreparable and exten- 
sive injury, not only by breaking out canes, 
but by gnawing them while standing, just as a 
rat would do. But the fields are frequently 
subjected to a more extensive and business- 
like destruction. At reaping season it is fre- 
quently discovered that large patches have been 
topped for plants, and probably during the 
cane plant season sold to the very estate which 
has suffered the injury. It is inexplicable 
how these depredations can go on and be so 
seldom detected in a thickly peopled country. 
Surely whatever moral sense exists must be 
sorely blunted as regards sugar cane fields 
which are not only robbed but too frequently 
burnt without detection. The threatening 
placards are a new departure which may pos- 
sibly have some interest for British Fire Insur- 
ance Societies. Cane thieves are seldom caught, 
only a percentage, which a decimal of very in- 
finitesimal value might represent, while per- 
haps about one per cent, of cane burners are 
brought to justice. The latter is the moral 
offspring of the former ; but the punishment 
meted out to these allied types is of a very dif- 
ferent order. The thief who is constantly 
destroying is fined a shilling or two with the 
alternative of a few days in prison (really no 
fine at all when his gains are considered), 
while the incendiary is turned down to stand 
his trial at quarter sessions, and if convicted, 
serves in the penal brigade for a year or two. 
The moral is, teach the people, beginning with 
the children, to have as much respect for 



^* tnnm '* as for '' meum,^^ and when they 
transgress make the punishment deterrent. 

The cane plant season has fairly set in and 
with regular periodicity the industry, careful 
of the present without pause or discourage- 
ment, is preparing for the 1899 crop. Already 
here and there— notably at Lower Greys in 
Christ Church and Waterford in St. Michael— 
the early plantings show high above the sur- 
face, but planters as a rule are not in a hurry, 
the ground is thoroughly soaked, there la 
every indication of a continuance of showers, 
and experience has proved that late planted 
canes of the new varieties arrow less freely and 
yield a richer and sweeter juice. There are 
several fine varieties of sugar cane in our 
island, all possessing admirable qualities, but 
amongst them there is one that is gradually 
and deservedly winning its way to the front in 
the estimation of planters — the Queensland 
Creole. The cane is exceedingly juicy and 
sweet, ratoons well and sparsely fiowers, its 
only defect is (if it can be called a defect) 
that it does not yield sufilcient megass to boil 
itself; obviously it would not do with our sys- 
tem of sugar making to put in an entire crop 
of this variety, but intermixed with more 
fibrous or pithy kbids, it materially increases 
the yield. 

The free flowering of '96 scattered many 
seedlings throughout the island. It takes time 
to discover and propagate the best of these, 
but no doubt many very valuable canes will in 
a year or two be brought to the front. An ob- 
servant planter friend tells us that he thinks 
he has discovered a seedling that is a true 
Bourbon, the specimen having all the external 
characteristics of the Bourbon. It would in- 
deed be a boon to obtain a young Bourbon 
with all the virtues of the old but without its 
fatal liability to fungus — Agricultural Reporter, 



Barbados. 



December 24, 1897. 
The copious rains of the early part of the 
month have been followed by bright sunshiny 
weather, rather too warm for the season, for it 
is only within the last few days that we have 
experienced anything like the deliclousness of 
Christmas weather; but nothing could have 
been better for the old canes and the plants 
Qow being put in. The saturated earth and 
the warm suns have contributed materially to 
the growth and improvement of the former, 
while the latter can not but germinate freely, 
and root strongly in the warm moist bed which 
nature has prepared for them. Perhaps of all 
the periods of the year the most important and 
the most busy is the ** cane planting fort- 
night,^^ which precedes Christmas, and the 
holiday week connected with the festival. It 
is a matter of great importance to have the 
bulk of the plant in the soil before the year 
ends, and this season^s activity has been in- 
creased by the desire to take advantage of the 
fitness of the ground. A fortnight ago we 
drew attention to the beautiful spring to be 
observed in early planted fields — a good 
augury, for nothing harasses the planter more 
than a bad spring and perpetual supplying 
sometimes even late into the reaping season. 
But nature has been kind to us this year, and 
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baa blessed us with conditions which will soon 
eover np the length and breadth of our island 
wtth the greenery of two sugar cane crops, the 
yoang ones racing eagerly on the heels of their 
elders. 

The bulk of the plants will be of the white 
transparent variety, which is certainly the 
standard cane of the present, but there are 
other canes winning their wav into popular 
faTor, notably a Dodds^ seedling, known as 
147. Some specimens of this cane cut for 
plants were recently submitted to our inspec- 
tion, and certainly nothing could be finer — 
vigor, succulence and strength are its chief 
characteristics, a sweet, soft, juicy pulp, pro- 
tected by a strong rind, defying fungus. If 
the ratooning qualities of this cane are up to 
mark, it can not fail to become a general 
favorite and to be widely propagated. Be- 
yond cane planting, and the syrup-maklng 
which goes hand In band with it, there has 
been nothing special In the local agricultural 
world. Energy has been concentrated on the 
one important operation, and every thing else 
has had to wait. But although thus busy 
planters have found time to hold their annual 
exhibition on the grounds of Harrlson^s Col- 
ege, where, on Tuesday, 21st Inst., were dis- 
played splendid specimens of the products of 
our island — gigantic yams, monster sweet po- 
tatoes, ears of Indian com fully grained to the 
very tip end of the cob, plethoric pumpkins. 
Immense roots of cassava, luscious and tempt- 
ing fruits of all sorts, bananas, rind fruit, figs, 
and, as auctioneers say, many other valuable 
products, too numerous to mention. These 
things were all duly displayed for the admir- 
ing gaze of natives, and for the edification of 
the foreigner within our gates; and this friend- 
ly visitant we would remind that these splen- 
did products of our soil were grown in the 
open fields, thus giving proof of the extra- 
ordinary and unimpaired richness of our soil, 
which two centuries of cropping has not 6A- 
mMshed.— Agricultural Beporter, 



Personal. 



Mr. E. P. Munson, of Assumption parish, 
was at the Grunewald on Saturday. 

Mr. John Vegas, of St. James parish, was 
in the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. A. R. Bougere, a prominent sugar 
planter of St. .John parish, was a guest of the 
Hotel Boyal last week. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of Belle Grove plan- 
tation, in the parish of Iberville, was la the 
city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. 'P. J. Casey, of the Casey & Hedges 
Manufacturing Company, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
large boiler manufacturers, was registered at 
the Hotel Grunewald a few days ago. 

Mr. J. W. Purnam, of Washington, D. C, 
was In the city last Saturday. Mr. Purnam Is 
a sugar house chemist and spent the recent 
campaign on one of our large plantations. 

Col. B. H. Cobb, the lime specialist, was at 
the Royal on Tuesday. Annlston, Ala., has 
the honor of being the home of this genial 
gentleman. 

Mr. Wlbray J. Thompson, of Calumet, was 
registered at the St. Charles on Thursday. 



BEET SUQAR. 



Chino, California. 

All work Inside the sugar factory was com- 
pleted last week, and now all Is silent there 
and will remain so until shortly before the be- 
ginning of the next sugar campaign. — Cham- 
pion, January 7. 

Eddy, New Mexico. 

The sugar campaign Is practically over. 
The last beets of the harvest came up from the 
vineyard late yesterday evening, and during 
the nigbt were put through the factory, thus 
ending the grinding for the present campaign. 
The factory will run several days yet on sec- 
onds, and then will close down, and the clean- 
ing up process begun, to put It In condition 
for the campaign to open In the fall. 

The beet acreage for the present season Is 
already being arranged for. and farmers who 
desire to plant beets should make known at 
once the number of acres they wish to put In. 
There will be«no shortage In the supply of 
beets the coming season, the company arrang- 
ing so as to supply any possible deficiency. 

A sugar shipment was made to El Paso yes- 
terday. — Argus, January 7. 

Beet Sugar Factory for Oregon. 

Manager Cutler returned on Wednesday 
evening from his business trip to Oregon, 
where he went with Messrs. Eccles and ^ Ibley 
to Investigate a sugar factory proposition at 
La Grande. 

He was much pleased with his trip, and Is 
loud In his praises for that country and thinks 
It an Ideal place for the sugar beet, In fact tests 
made here of beets grown there show them 
high In saccharine. 

Tbe Grande Ronde valley Is a beautiful one 
and very productive, yielding splendid crops 
of fruit, potatoes and wheat. It has an altitude 
of about 2800 feet, so the season Is about two 
months longer than here. This valley has an 
area of thirty by fifteen miles, and was a lake 
at one time, as the water marks on the sur- 
rounding mountains can still be seen, also the 
outlet where the water escaped. It is not in 
the rain belt, but Irrigation Is not necessary, as 
there Is an underlying strata of water which 
keeps the soil moist by seepage. The top gets 
dry, but It will be damp a few Inches below 
the surface. 

The Commercial Club, an organization of 
the Influential men there, have been Investi- 
gating the sugar Industry for over a year and 
are satisfied It can be made a success there. 
They now offer a bonus of $80,000 for a 350- ton 
factory to be ready for the beet crop of 1898. 
A good site will likely be given also. A suf- 
ficient acreage of beets will be contracted for 
for Aye years at $4 per ten delivered at the 
factory. There Is abundance of wood which 
can be used as fuel, and plenty of water — in 
fact. It Is just the place for a factory. If suit- 
able freight rates can be secured it will be 
built at once. The gentlemen visited Portland 
to talk over this subject with the railway 
people and It will v^ry likely be adjusted and 
the rates secured. 



While up there they took a trip on the 
Wllamette and Columbia rivers to Ylento, on 
thd White Salmon river, where Mr. Ecoles has 
a large lumber mill. Here is also a govern- 
ment fish hatchery where they have 12,600,000 
young salmon one month old. When these 
are a little older they are turned into the river. 
In September when the salmon come up to 
spawn they are so thick in the little White 
river that one might walk across the stream on 
their backs. Mr. Cutler says the great North- 
west Is prosperous In consequence of good 
crops and good prices. Many farm mortgages 
are being raised. They are anxious to have 
sugar factories there. The proposition of 
building a factory at Ontario Is still being In- 
vestigated. There may be a good opening for 
colonists at La Grande right away. 

Mr. Cutler went to Ogden Friday to help 
select a factory site. — Lehi Banner, 



Sugar Beets in South Dakota. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The Experiment 
Station at Brookings was among the first to 
undertake the Investigation of the adaptability 
of sugar beets for tbe United States. This 
work was begun during the season of 1888. 
Seven varieties were cultivated on the college 
farm. The seeds were obtained from Ameri- 
can seedsmen mainly, and the results were 
somewhat encouraging. This work was con- 
tinued during three successive seasons follow- 
ing, with seeds Imported from France and 
Germany, and four bulletins were Issued on 
this subject. In April, of 1893, the last of 
these bulletins appeared. At that time, the 
conclusion was reached that South Dakota was 
well adapted to sugar beet culture, and the 
experiments were discontinued. Negotiations 
were begun with various parties concerning 
the erection of factories In the State, but the 
repeal of the sugar bounty and other adverse 
legislation prevented any projects from mate- 
rializing. 

In the spring of 1897, the agitation concern- 
ing the beet sugar Industry was renewed, and 
at the request of Secretary Wilson further In- 
vestigations were Inaugurated. The govern- 
ment furnished this station with 500 pounds of 
Imported sugar beet seed of the original 
Klelnwanzlebener variety. This seed was do- 
nated to the government by the Oxnard Com-* 
pany. The station had barely time to adver<* 
tise among the farmers of the State for volun- 
teers to assist in carrying on the work, and to 
distribute the seed before planting time. In 
reply to the Investigations sent out, nine hnn-* 
dred and fifty-four farmers, representing 
nearly every county In the State, responded, 
and each was furnished with sufilcient sugar 
beet seed to sow four square rods of' ground* 

In addition to making the test of the sugar 
beet seed sent out to farmers, this station also 
made trials of two samples of sugar beet seeds 
sent by Wohanka & Co., of Frag, and three 
other varieties furnished by Florimond Des- 
prez, director of the Experiment Station of 
Capelle, France. It would be well to mention 
in this connection that similar work was 
Inaugurated at the same time In all States ly- 
ing within the sugar beet belt of the United 
States. 
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The favorable results obtained during pre- 
oedings years gave the station confidence to 
believe that South Dakota would make no un- 
enviable showing in this interstate trial. The 
results obtained have justified this expectation 
and k is very probable that no State will have 
a better showing when the data are all col- 
lected. 

Notwithstanding this favorable showing, it 
remains yet to be stated that, so far as con- 
trolling factors are concerned, the State could 
have done better. In the first place, the 
ploughing should have been done in 1896, 
long before the plan for making the test had 
been promulgated. The farmers were obliged 
to do this ploughing in the spring, and nearly 
all who participated in the test did not have 
the proper tools for ploughing to the required 
depth. Again, it was unavoidable that weedy 
land was selected, and during the press of the 
abundant harvest just secured, the sugar beets 
did not receive proper attention. Again, many 
failed to grasp the idea that close, clean culti- 
vatlofL was necessary, and lastly, the spring 
was somewhat backward, the ground being 
thoroughly soaked with the ice-cold water re- 
sulting from the melting of the abundant snows 
of the preceding winter. This caused the seed 
to germinate slowly and left it in a tender con- 
dition when the late frost in May destroyed 
many of the weak growing plants. Also cut- 
worms and various other insects have been 
easily able to destroy the tender little plant- 
lets in the small patches in which they were 
cultivated. In many instances stock have 
broken into the small plats and ruined them in 
a single night. But, notwithstanding, all 
these drawbacks, nearly every one of which 
could be avoided, and would be avoided were 
the industry established and large fields de- 
voted to sugar beet raising, South Dakota will 
probably be second to none in the list of 
3tate8. 

There are misconceptions abroad as to the 
requirements of sugar beet culture. In the 
first place a rather dry climate and a northern 
latitude, in connection with a sandy, loamy 
soil are prerequisites. Some have held the 
idea that sugar beets ought to grow in South- 
em latitudes, the same as sugar cane. This 
will be found to be erroneous. The sugar beet 
requires sufiicient moisture during the grow- 
ing season to allow it to reach its mature 
Bhax>e, after which any further additions of 
moisture in the shape of fall rains, etc., are 
positively detrimental. During the warm, 
bright days in September and October, which 
South Dakota enjoys, the mature sugar beet 
leaves will lie rejoicing in the warm sunshine 
and storing away vast amounts of saccharine 
matter. Where fall rains occur, instead of 
storing up sugar, a new growth will set in 
and new leaves put forth and the beets are 
spoiled for sugar making purposes. It will 
probably eventuate that the whole of South 
Dakota lies within the sugar beet belt, and 
that her situation is climatically as good as 
that of any other State in the Union. 

There are many advantages possessed by 
this State which will not be found to so great 
a degree in any other. Some of these are her I 
vast and fertile, easily tilled, lands. In these ' 



lands are vast stores of plant food, which in 
the older States it will be necessary to supply 
by means of fertilizers. In any county in the 
State large areas may be profitably devoted to 
sugar beet culture without interfering with 
the pursuits already in progress. Again, the 
dry, sunny fall weather not only insures a 
large percentage of sugar, but it also accounts 
for the splendid roads in all sections of the 
State over which large loads of sugar beets 
may be transferred with ease to beet sugar 
factories. This is an item which is destined 
to play a considerable part in the final and 
successful location of beet sugar factories. 
Moreover, the absence of a necessity for pro- 
curing fertilizers for years to come will also 
be a very potent factor. This State furnishes 
vast opportunities for capitalists to erect fac- 
tories and to obtain control of lands at a very 
low cost to supply beets necessary to maintain 
factories of an enormous capacity. 

Some idea of the results obtained during thd 
present year may be gathered from the reports 
appended. These results are accurate, and are 
liable to change only through The taking into 
consideration of a very few belated samples of 
sugar beets. It will be noticed that fifty (50) 
counties are represented in this table. In 
some of these counties the percentage of sugar 
is exceptionally high. In these cases the con- 
ditions were more favorable to high percent- 
ages. 

There seems to be some misapprehension as 
to percentages of sugar. The prevailing belief 
seems to be that a high percentage of sugar is 
the single requisite. This is untrue. Other 
factors which must be considered of equal im- 
portance are the parity of the sugar and the ton- 
nage per acre. It is undoubtedly true that 
both a very high percentage of sugar and a 
very high tonnage per acre can be obtained 
nowhere. For instance, one must not look for 
a percentage of sugar exceeding twenty (20) 
and a tonnage of twenty (20) to thirty (30) 
tons per acre. It will be found that where 
these extraordinary percentages of sugar are 
found that the tonnage will be smaller. It is 
probable that the ideal conditions for estab- 
lishing factories will be found in locations 
affording, say, from fourteen (14) to seventeen 
(17) per cent, of sugar, together with a large 
tonnage and a high purity coefiScient. Factories 
are glad to accept sugar beets containing 12 
per cent, sugar in the juice, with a purity co- 
efficient of from 75 to 80. 

After factories have been established in 
South Dakota for a number of years it will be- 
come apparent that results from the same sec- 
tion will vary somewhat from year to year, 
but this will probably always hold true: 
whenever the tonnage is high, the percentage 
of sugar will be medium ; and whenever the 
tonnage Is medium, the percentage of sugar 
will be, by way of compensation, much higher. 
There is probably little cause to fear that the 
sugar beet crop could ever prove a failure. In 
regard to percentages obtained from other 
countries, these are always variable factors, 
varying from 12 to 14 or 15 per cent. Results 
from all the States have not been published, 
but the daily runs of factoifles now in operation 
are announced from time to time tiirough the 



public press. It is probable that the general 
average which the whole State of South Da- 
kota has shown in this test will equal if not 
exceed the rest. Jas. H. Shbpard. 

United States Experiment Station of South Da* 
kota, Brookings, S. i>., January , 5, 1898, 

Professor Shepard then follows with 
a statement of the results from fifty 
counties in the State, covering 342 sam« 
pies, which showed 16.11 per cent. o£ 
sugar in the juice, with a purity of 85.55 
per cent. Four samples from Harding 
county averaged 21.77 per cent, sugar, 
one from Hutchinson count}' tested 20.51 
per cent., while Codrington county fur- 
nished the poorest average; her four 
samples, however, gave 13.57 per cent, 
sucrose. Surely the possibilities for 
beet sugar in South Dakota are enor- 
mous. 

Trade Notes. 

Low Grade flolasses.— To know what to 
do with low grade molasses is as much a de- 
sideratum to the sugar planters at present, as 
was the disposition of cotton seed many years 
ago to the cotton planters. As is well knowa 
of the latter it was left in mountain-like piles 
on the plantations and around ginhouses to 
rot, emitting an unhealthy effluvia, being of 
little use to man or beast, but '^presto change,'^ 
thanks to science, modem intellect and energy, 
this former waste is now turned to the benefit 
of man and beast, as well as the vegetable 
kingdom, and the entire product is sought for 
from many foreign countries, as well as a 
healthy and constant domestic demand. Why 
can not science and energy do as much with 
low grade molasses, and rid our sugar planters 
of a nuisance and waste even greater than was 
the cotton seed, yet of something certainly as 
valuable if turned to proper account? We are 
glad to see that efforts are being made in this 
direction, and if Mr. Robert H. Chaffee, who 
has had so man> years^ experience exclusively 
in the molassea business, carries out his ideas, 
he can justly be termed the sugar planters^ 
"best friend,'* for it will not be long before 
immense cargoes of this stuff, now almost a 
total loss to the planters, will be going abroad 
to ready takers. Mr. Chaffe is a son of the 
late John Chaffe, too well known in Louisiana 
and other Southern States to need any intro- 
duction through these columns. His adver- 
tisement appears in this journal, and the 
planters would do well to communicatie with 
hin before pumping their low grade molasses 
into the river or bayous. 



Mr. J. P. Baldwin and Mrs. Baldwin, of SU 
Mary parish, registered at one of our leading 
hotels during the past week. 

Mr. L. S. Alleman, of the Upper Coast, was 
in the city on a visit a few days ago and reg* 
stered at the Hotel Granewald. 

Mr. J. B. Lyon, a Chicago man, who is in- 
terested in sugar, was in the city on a visit ft 
few days a^o. 
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Crystallization of Sugar in Motion. 

[A paper by Mr. E. P. Bjlstwiok, Jr., read before the 
Looisiana Sngar Planters' Association^ January 
13,1898.] 

Crystallization is the property a class of 
substances possess of assuming a regular de- 
fined solid form in changing from a liquid to a 
solid state. 

Solid substances, which are rendered liquid 
by the application of heat only, are generally 
termed fusions. Those, which are dissolved 
in other substances, which are liquid, are 
known as solutions, and the medium of their 
solution is called the solvent, 

A substance dissolves in a liquid in conse- 
quence of an affinity between ite {molecules 
and those of the liquid, and the degree to 
which a substance is rendered liquid by a 
soWent is the measure of its solubility. As a 
rule, solubility varies with the heat applied, 
although there are exceptions when it is con- 
stant at all temperatures. 

The solubility of most substances is increased 
by heat, and a solvent which has absorbed a 
maximum amount of substance under given 
conditions is said to be saturated, and the 
solution is a saturated solution for these condi- 
tions, and any further addition of the sub- 
stance remains undissolved in the liquid. 

When the conditions attendant on a saturated 
solution are changed, as by the lowering of 
the temperature or by decreasing the solvent 
by evaporation, the solvent, having diminished 
capacity t either immediately releases a portion 
of the dissolved substance or holds it tempo- 
rarily in a state of supersatu ration. 

In many cases the dissolved susbtance, on 
separating from its solution, in unchanged 
composition, is deposited in regular forms 
(sometimes modified by conditions) called 
crystals^ which are often in combination with 
water in definite proportions, but in many in- 
stances, also, with no chemically combined 
water and then known as anhydrous, 

A substance in passing from a solid to a 
liquid is, with a few exceptions, always at- 
tended by the absorption of heat in a latent 
state, and requires, according to its nature, 
various degrees of sensible heat for its sus- 
tenance. When the substance returns to it« 
solid form this latent heat, which is termed 
the latent heat of liquefaction, is discharged 
and becomes again sensible heat. 

Cane sugar (sucrose, CuHj^Oxi), in its 
usual form, is an anhydrous crystalline sub- 
stance soluble in water in varying quantities 
at different temperatures. According to Ber- 
thelot and Scheibler a saturated sugar solution 
contains : 

66 per cent, sugar at 12>^ deg. C. 

71 per cent, sugar at 45 deg. C. 

Sngar* at 173 deg. to 177 deg. C. is fused and 
melts, without loss of weight, to a clear liquid, 
which on cooling solidifies to an amorphous 
mass called barley sugar, gradually becoming 
opaque and somewhat crystalline. 

Flonrens gives the following table for the 
solubility of sugar in water at different tem- 
peratures: 

*The term sugar nsed In this paper alvravs refers 
to cane sogar as above defined unless otherwise 
specified. 



Table— Solubility of Sugar in Water. 



Temp. 


Sugar 
Per Cent. 


' Deg. 


Baum^. — X 


Deg. C. 


Obs. Temp. 15 deg. C 





64.9 


35.3 


34.6 


5 


66. 


35.35 


34.9 


10 


65.5 


35.45 


35.2 


16 


66.5 


35.5 


70. 


20 


66.5 


35.6 


35.7 


25 


67.2 


35.8 


36.25 


30 


68. 


36. 


36.7 


35 


68.8 


36.2 


37.1 


40 


69.75 


36.4 


37.5 


45 


70.8 


36.75 


38.1 


50 


71.8 


37.1 


38.7 


65 


72.2 


37.5 


39.3 


60 


74. 


37.9 


39.9 


65 


75. 


38.3 


40.55 


70 


76.1 


38.6 


41.1 


75 


77.2 


39. 


41.7 


80 


78.35 


39.3 


42.2 


85 


79.5 


39.65 


42.8 


90 


80.6 


.S9.95 


48.3 


95 


81.6 


40.1 


48.7 


100 


82.5 


40.3 


44.1 



From its solution in water sugar, under a 
process of slow evaporation, separates in large 
transparent crystals having the form of mono- 
clinic prisms with hemihedral faces. 

A hot saturated solution of sugar upon cool- 
ing becomes supersaturated, aad deposits nu- 
merous small crystals of sugar, which increase 
in number and decrease in size with increased 
rapidity of cooling, and this separation of the 
solid sugar from the solution continues until, 
through release of sugar and increased rela- 
tive proportion of water, the resultant solution 
is reduced to the saturation point corresponding 
with the final diminished temperature. To 
effect further crystallization at this tempera- 
ture the solution must first be deprived of a 
portion of its water by evaporation, and then 
again brought to a condition of supersatura- 
tion. 

Under a state of rest the crystals produced, 
on rapid cooling of » hot solution, are gener- 
ally numerous, irregular in size, adherent, and 
tend to form a solid mass, but if during tlie 
time crystallization is taking place the solu- 
tion is kept in continuous motion, so that the 
crystals as they form are separated and dis- 
tributed more or less evenly in the solution, 
the number of crystals will, as a rule, not be so 
great, and they will be more uniform and 
larger in size. 

In the manufacture and refining of sugar 
the juices and solutions operated upon are not 
simple solutions of cane sugar, but contain 
other substances, generally denominated non- 
crystallizable sugars and ^* non-sugars. '* 
These impurities are uncrystalllzable, or are 
rendered so by the colloid constitution of the 
major portion, and their presence prevents 
crystallization of cane sugar, in degree vary- 
ing with their nature, and in proportion to the 
quantities. 

The primitive method of manufacturing 
sugar consisted in concentrating more or less 
clarified cane juice in open kettles, at a high 
temperature, to a degree of saturation known 
as " string '' or " ball proof," and then allow- 
ing the concentrated solution to slowly cool 
in the same receptacle, or after being trans- 
ferred to a second one, while at the same 
time agitation was manually applied, usually 
by stirring, so that better crystallization would 
be effected r 



Under the modern system, adopted since the 
introduction of the vacuum pan, concentration 
and crystallization are effected continuously 
and simultaneously, and crystallization takes 
place w:hile the solution is in constant motion 
and in a state of supersaturatlon, caused by 
ebullition and evaporation, respectively. 

So long as the sugar contained in a solution 
in process of evaporation largely preponder- 
ates over the non-sugar present crystallization 
proceeds rapidly, but after the separation of a 
certain quantity of sugar, when the relative 
proportion of non-sugar becomes greater, the 
formation and growth of crystals is slower, 
and eventually requires a length of time and a 
desirable application of motion, which it is not 
practical to give in a vacuum pan. It has, 
therefore, been customary in sugar houses to 
boll to grain in the vacuum pan only pure 
juice and a small proper tionn of the higher 
test '^ machine washes " having a ^* coefficient 
of purity " exceeding a certain per cent., 
which experience has shown will grain rap- 
idly enough to guarantee an economical em* 
ploy ment of the vacuum pan for this purpose ; 
the partially exhausted sugar solutions, which 
in test fall below the limit adopted for purity, 
are simply concentrated in the vacuum pan 
and then transferred to tanks or wagons where 
they may remain a sufficient time to allow the 
crystallization of all the remaining extractable 
sugar they contain. This constitutes the ^' hot 
room process," so well known to all Louisiana 
planters. 

The disadvantages and objections to the pro - 
<;ess of quiescent crystallization of sugar in hot 
rooms are many, and their influence as effect- 
ing the economical manufacture of sugar are 
worthy of serious consideration by all those 
interested In the industry in this State, espe- 
cially in view of the demand for cheaper pro* 
duction of sugar from cane to successfully 
compete with the American beet sugar of the 
future. 

In the first place, a hot room requires space, 
and frequently necessitates an additional build- 
ing separate from the rest of the sugar house, 
and specially constructed for this purpose. It 
must be equipped with a large number of 
wagons, or tanks of large capacity, machinery^ 
for handling and conveying the " magma," and 
with extensive heating apparatus for control- 
ing and regulating the temperature of the 
room. All this together makes the cost of a 
hot room a large item in the total cost of a 
sugar house, and when the interest on the 
extra amount of money here invested, and the 
cost of repairs, are considered in addition to 
the cost of labor required for handling and the 
fuel for heatitig, it is apparent that the hot- 
room process is necessarily a very expensive 
one. 

Again, the process is a slow one, requiring 
for its effective operation, from a few days to 
several weeks, according to the amount of im- 
purities contained in the solution dealt with. 
This is owing to the fact that when a crystal 
forms in a sugar solution, that portion of the 
solution directly adjacent to and surrounding- 
the crystal is exhausted of all of its extractable 
sugar, and the further growth of the crystal is 
retarded unless continuously brought in con- 
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taot with other portions of the solution from 
which the ayailable sugar has not already been 
extracted. When crystallization takes place in 
a sugar solution at rest the movement of the 
crystals in the solution is very slight, as is like- 
wise the circulation of the liquid, hence 
the renewal of the solution surrounding a 
orystal is slow, and is not sufficient to 
supply the crystal with all the sugar it is capable 
of attracting and taking up; its growth is 
therefore checked and there Is a constant ten- 
dency for new crystals to form elsewhere in 
the richer or cooler portions of the solution. 
This explains the usual small and uneven 
grains of wagon sugars. 

Another cause for slow crystallization of 
sugar from solutions at rest is the result of the 
liberation of latent heat of liquefaction. This 
heat becomes sensible when crystallization 
takes place and is communicated to the sur- 
rounding solution, which, being a poor con- 
ductor of heat, is thereby raised in tempera- 
ture, and soon reaches such a high degree that 
further crystallization temporarily ceases. 
With the suspension of crystallization the 
evolution of heat is interrupted, and as the 
solution then slowly cools again to tlie tem- 
perature corresponding to the saturation point, 
crystallization begins anew, giving out latent 
heat as before, which in turn is communicated 
to the solution, Thus crystallization, at rest, 
goes on in slow and intermittent stages, the 
rate at which it proceeds varying with the 
rapidity of radiation of heat from the mass, 
which is dependent upon the impurities in the 
solution, the shape and bulk of the tank in 
which the solution is contained and the tem- 
perature of the hot room. 

But the objections to the hot-room process 
are not only of time required and cost of 
building and machinery, another Equally im- 
portant to be considered is the loss of sugar 
whicn occurs in the use of wagons or tanira. 
This is in part brought about by the action of 
long continued moderate heat on the cane 
sugar causing a slow but constant inversion. 
Moreover, the distribution of heat in a 
quiescent crystallizing mass is, in conse- 
quence of its poor conducting power, al- 
ways uneven, and the temperature Is or- 
dinarily greatest at or near the centre, 
where radiation is least. It therefore often 
becomes so heated at this point as to re- 
sult in a considerable destruction of sugar, 
and a marked darkening of the molasses aris- 
ing from the action of the heat on the glucose. 
This is commonly termed *' burning ^' in 
wagons. 

A further loss of sugar, attendant on the 
usual prolonged process of crystallization in 
hot rooms, is caused by fermentation, which 
usually sets In, destructive to sucrose, a short 
time after masse-culte is placed in a hot room. 
The foaming over of wagons in a hot room Is 
generally an Indication of fermentation and 
not always of ** too hot boiling In the pans," 
to which it is commonly attributed. 

With the object of overcoming the serious 
losses of sugar which, occur in the hot room 
process, and of shortening the time required 
for the process and otherwise reducing the ex- 
pense of manufacturing, the system of ^> crys- 



tallization in motion ^' has of late years been 
extended so as to apply to the final stages of 
sugar production, and the employment of 
mechanical apparatus has been adopted to 
produce the movement necessary for rapid 
and continuous crystallization, which in the 
vacuum pan is caused by ebullition. 

The application of the system is simple and 
is In brtef as follows: The juice and a portion 
of the higher testing sugar solutions are boiled 
to grain In the vacuum pan and worked off In 
the centrifugals, and the weak or partially ex- 
hausted solutions resulting are collected and 
stored In tanks. When there Is sufficient ac- 
cumulation of " seconds " or *' low stuff," the 
vacuum pan Is started on a new strike, and a 
small quantity of " syrup " Is drawn in and 
boiled down to grain. In place of syrup some 
of the seconds Itself, when It is high enough 
in test to grain without too much delay, 
may be used for this purpose, or better 
a mixture of seconds and syrups, but in the 
latter case as small a quantity of the syrup as 
possible should be used, the object being 
simply to Introduce into the pan at the begin- 
ning, without materially raising the test of the 
mass, a number of small crystals of sugar to 
form nucleus for the sugar contained in the 
solution to build upon. As soon as the proper 
amount of grain is formed the ^' low stuff " is 
drawn in to fill the pan, and the mass concen- 
trated to the required density. The concen- 
trated mass is then discharged directly into the 
cry stall Izers. 

The crystalllzers are usually tanks of cylin- 
drical shape, either open or closed at the top, 
and surrounded with a water jacket or other- 
wise arranged for controlling the temperature 
of the contents, and provided with moving 
mechanism within or some other means for 
agitating and keeping the contents in constant 
movement. 

As soon as the crystallizer is filled motion Is 
started, and the temperature of the entire 
mass gradually and uniformly reduced, by the 
cooling water, until all the available sugar has 
thus been crystallized out. The movement of 
the crystallizer is then stopped and the con- 
tents discharged into a mixer, and worked off 
in centrifugals In the ordinary manner. 

Crystallization In this way proceeds regu- 
larly and rapidly under conditions similar to 
boiling In a vacuum pan, and accomplishes In 
from eighteen to thirty hours what would re- 
quire days and even weeks In quiescent crys- 
tallization tanks. 

In the beet sugar factories, where the system 
of crystallization In motion Is employed, the 
general method of manufacture is to boll the 
concentrated clarifled juice from the multiple 
effects with more or less seconds taken In (ac- 
cording to grades of sugar to be made, and to 
the crystallizer capacity), and to work off 
the masse-culte In centrifugals as white sugar 
or first sugars; the "wash" coming from 
this Is collected, and a portion of It. suffi- 
cient to partially fill a pan, Is drawn in, as the 
first charge, and boiled until a few grains 
appear. The pan is then rapidly filled up, the 
mass concentrated to a Brlx of from 87 deg. to 
90 deg. and discharged into the crystalllzers, 
where it remains about a day. At the end of 



this time the magma, which will imve an aver- 
age coefficient of purity between 70 and 76, 
is worked off in the centrifugals, produc- 
ing a large grain second sugar and a molasses 
low enough In test to be barreled, a result 
which it would require a week at least to 
effect in wagons. 

Crystallization of sugar In motion was intro- 
duced several years ago, and the system Is now 
employed In many refineries and In nearly mil 
the beet factories of Europe, where It has 
proved a marked success, and almost entirely 
supplanted the system of hot rooms. It has 
also been successfully applied In cane sugar 
houses abroad. 

In this country the adoption of the 
system has so far been confined, mainly, 
to the beet factories, and in the few 
cases in which the process has been applied 
to manufacturing of usgar from cane, its 
advantages over the ordinary hot rooms have 
been clearly demonstrated. 

The crystallizer in a sugar house really takes 
the place, or performs the duty of a supple- 
mentary pan for seconds. The pure juice 
only, or with a small amount of ''seconds" 
from first sugars are boiled to grain in the 
vacuum pan, and the '^wash" from these 
sugars is concentrated and crystallized in 
the crystalllzers as previously explained. In 
this way the complete extraction of all the 
available sugar In the juice, and the separa- 
tion of the molasses, Is accomplished by one 
boiling to grain and one concentration in the 
vacuum pan; there is no working over and, 
over again of syrup and high molasses with 
the production of *• thirds," *' fourths" and 
'^fifths," as they are called. 

It is further claimed for the system of crys- 
tallization of sugar In motion, as an advantage 
over crystallization at rest, that In addition to 
the greater amount of solid sugar which may 
thereby be extracted from a solution, expe- 
rience has proved that, on account of the 
larger and more uniform size of the crystals, 
which form, the sugar is more readily and rap- 
idly '* dried" In the centrifugals, and there is 
less tendency for the Impurities present in the 
ordinary syrups and molasses to attach them- 
selves. The sugar Is, therefore, freer to sep- 
arate from the molasses and Is of a better ap- 
pearance and quality; moreover, as there are 
a less number of fine grains formed in the 
masse-culte, there will not be so much sugar 
passed through the sieves of the centrifugals, 
and in consequence the amount of sucrose in 
the molasses will be reduced and the test * of 
the molasses will be lo^er. At the same time 
the molasses will be of a lighter color, owing 
to the uniform reduced temperature of the 
mass during crystallization. 

Summarized, the advantages of crystalliza- 
tion of sugar in motion over quiescent crys- 
tallization of sugar in wagons, or tanks, are as 
follows : 



* It Is not meant by thia tbat the *' polarlsoope 
test " of the molasses from sugar produced In a 
crystallizer Is always lower than that produced in 
wagons or tanks In the ordinary working of a sugar 
bouse, for, as a rule, the fermentation which takea 
place and the heat evolyed In the wagon results In 
a destraotlon of cane sugai and formation of leru- 
lose, which m aterlally affects these tests and oansea 
them to show an apparent economy which is vexy 
misleading. 
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A. Less inversion and destruction of sucrose, 
and lience 

B. Increased quantity and better quality of 
sugar produced, and 

C. Decreased quantity and lighter color mo- 
lasses produced. 

D. Reduced cost of building and machinery. 

E. Reduced expense of labor. 

And to these may be added the advantage of 
a sugar house being in a condition to be im- 
mediately and completely closed at the end of 
a season, having no sugar remaining in wagons 
or tanks subjected to inversion, to be worked 
off several weeks later at extra expense for 
fuel and labor, which not only means reduc- 
tion in loss of sugar and cost of manufacture, 
but probably an earlier realization on the pro- 
duction, and a saving of the interest expense of 
carrying for several weeks a large amount of 
sugar in process of manufacture. 

Crystallization of sugar in motion is no 
longer an experiment, for its merits have been 
proved in practical working. The process is 
especially well adapted to the sugar houses of 
liouislana. and Its general adoption will most 
certainly follow in the near future, when the 
advantages of the system over the present hot 
rooms are better understood. 



Crystallization by Motion. 

[A paper by Mr. J08. B. KOHN, read before tbo 
Loalslana Sugar Planters' AMOoIatlon, Jana- 
ary 13,1898.] 

In using any material for the production of 
sugar, such as beets or sugar cane, the crite- 
rion of our entire work is, and always will be, 
the masse cuite, which forms a conglomeration 
of all we wish to obtain by our labor, as well 
as of that which we are not able to find out 
by technical processes, or have failed to ob- 
tain through some fault In the manipulation. 

According to the chemical combinations in 
the masse cuite, we are able to regulate the 
treatment but these combinations vary 
according to the conditions of the land In 
which the beets or cane have been produced, 
the ripeness or over-ripeness of It, the con- 
dition of the raw material, as regards being 
frozen or decayed, or grown rank; Indeed, 
even the fertilizing of the lands affects the 
chemical conditions of the masse cuite, and the 
technical means employed play a part. For 
instance, the limestone used /or obtaining the 
lime, the manner of affecting the satura- 
tion, etc. 

By the whirling of the centrifugal, or by the 
Stevens washing process, we obtained the 
desired resultr— ** sugar," and the draining off, 
in form of syrup. 

By the present method, now universally 
employed, of boiling the masse cuite, the mass 
is cooked until granulation commences in the 
vacuum apparatus, and when the mass ob- 
tained by boiling with this apparatus Is turned 
out into coolers, it may happen that the grain 
^^ grows " when sugar is still in solution, the 
saturation point of j which solution stands 
liigher tlian the temperature of the masse 
cuite in the coolers. With such an adulterated 
mass it matters not if the growth of the crys- 
tals proceeds in absolute rest or in motion; 
gtlll, in the modem manufacturing of sugar a 



gentle motion of the mass has been adopted 
from purely economical reasons, for, when we 
have reached the point where, in spite of the 
cooling, the masse cuite Is able, by the simple 
use of a spiral outlet, to pour Itself Into the 
centrifugal, we will certainly use such an ap- 
paratus Instead of employing hands to transfer 
the thickened mass Into vats. 

It Is, however, quite different with syrup 
and molasses boiled down under a vacuum 
which contidn such a quantity of salts that 
granulation Is not possible, therefore they are 
boiled down to '* blank "—that Is, they are 
boiled to a certain degree of thickness which 
Is most favorable for Its production and varies 
from 45 to 46* deg. Baum^, and only after a 
certain time and the continual keeping up of 
a favorable temperature does sugar crystallize 
from the boiled-down mass. 

The temperature Is the same as that which 
keeps syrup and molasses In a tolerably thin 
state— about 40 deg. R., or 122 deg. Fahr.; the 
time depends on the purity of the mass and 
varies from a few days to weeks or even 
months. This Is a season of tedious waiting. 
How does the crystallization take place In this 
case? According to the tables of Dr. Herzfeld, 
In the temperature given above, pure water at 
122 deg. Fahr. will dissolve 72.25 per cent, of 
sugar, but in case of the existence of various 
salts, the solubility of sugar Is large, and the 
same water Is able to keep dissolved sugar In 
solution without the sugar suffering loss in 
form of crystals. 

When the boiling down was done with a 
temperature of about 180 deg. Fahrenheit, at 
which temperature the solubility Is equal to 
78.36 per cent., necessarily during a cooling off 
to 122 deg. a certain per cent, of dissolved 
sugar must be lost. 

On this account the temperature of the syrup 
might be allowed to fall and thereby get out 
all the sugar. But that would not follow. 
With the falling of the temperature the con- 
sistency of the molasses or syrup changes, the 
mass becomes tough or flows very thick. In- 
deed, and prevents crystallization. How is 
this avoided? Well, the crystallization goes 
on, as the sugar molecules, which are dis- 
solved in the water, endeavor to attach them- 
selves to each other through their affinity. In 
order to form what we call crystals, and when 
the power of affinity is greater than the power 
of repulsion, which would prevent their unit- 
ing, then a creation of crystals takes place. 
Now, If the distance between the molecules Is 
so great that the power of attraction can not 
overcome the power of repulsion, which the 
presence of non-sugar elements creates as an 
obstacle, then crystallization becomes Impos- 
sible. 

We see plainly that the consistency of the 
boiled mass, which depends on the tempera- 
ture, Is of great Importance, for It determines 
at once the proportion of repulsion and attrac- 
tion of two sugar molecules. We see, first, 
that we must cool, in order' to diminish solu- 
bility, but at the same time must heat, or 
rather keep up a certain degree of consistency 
by which the sugar molecules are easily at- 
tracted to each other. 

By this consideration we are involuntarily 



led to the thought whether or no, it be possi- 
ble, since chemical means are not used, to use 
mechanical means to keep this boUednlown 
mass in a thin fluid state, with a lower tem- 
perature, or in other words to diminish t^e 
resistance during the forming of the crystals. 
This resistance is to be lessened by mechanical 
means only when we lessen the distance be- 
tween the molecules, whereby their power of 
attraction Increases in quadratic proportion, 
and on this thought Is founded the modem 
crystallization of the boiled-down mass, which, 
as it is produced by motion of the mass, is 
called crystallization by motion. In contra- 
distinction from this we have crystallization 
at rest. 

In crystallization by motion the distance 
between the various sugar molecules dimin- 
ishes because they are set In various correla- 
tions by the mixing apparatus, and conse- 
quently the union of the molecules can take 
place at every favorable opportunity, whereby 
the entJre process is naturally considerably 
shortened. While formerly It was necessary 
to wait weeks or months for the formation 
process of crystals to be completed, we are 
able to-day to effect It In a few hours, or at 
most In three or four days, according to the 
purity of the boiled-down mass. How far the 
exhaustion of crystal formation makes a high 
or low quotient of purity depends entirely on 
the amount of non -sugar elements contained 
in the mass, and also on their character. 

We know that alkali and natrium salts are 
the most important factors of molasses, par- 
ticularly in their organic combination; the 
more therefore of these salts are in solution 
the more crystallization is retarded; the 
.higher the quotient of purity, the more sugar 
goes in form of molasses from the factory, 
unless one does not work according to Stef- 
fen's process of separating. Therefore let us, 
to prevent this, use the least possible quantity 
of alkali and natrium salts, with a special 
view to diffusion and saturation, that is to say, 
In the way of Impractical, useless washing with 
lye of the portions of the thickened mass and 
by saturation. 

Let us therefore endeavor to dissuade the 
farmers from the excessive fertilizing with 
alkali, or Chilian saltpetre. 

Crystallization by motion has a great future; 
the results obtained by It speak for them- 
selves everywhere. The gain In sugar Is con- 
siderably greater, the quotient of the bagasse 
falls, with favorable work, below 67 per cent., 
while formerly It rarely fell below 63, and 
never below 60 per cent. ; and the most im- 
portant of all, the time needed. Is incredibly 
diminished. Naturally, the manipulation is 
rendered easier and all unnecessary labor Is 
avoided, which facts weigh not a little In the 
matter, since thereby the cost of produc- 
tion Is considerably reduced. 



Mr. J. Henry Putnam, a prominent planter 
of Abbeville, was at the Royal last Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. J. C. Mahon, one of the veteran sugar 
planters of the Teche country, was In the city 
on a visit a few days ago and registered at the 
Hotel Koyal. 
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RBCEIPT8 AND SALES AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING JAN. X4, 1898. 

Bbls. Clean. 
8,990 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

9,943 
-- 12,208 



RECEIPTS AT NEW ORLEANS FROM AUQ. i. 1897, TO JAN. 
14, z8g8, COMPARED WITH LAST YEAR, SAME TIME. 

Sacks Rough. Bbls Clbak 



This year. 
LMt year.. 



866,177 
86 ),609 



2,820 
8,256 



Sugar. 

The sugar market was firm at the end 
of the week. Receipts were lighter and 
transactions were in consequence of less 
volume. 



Molasses. 

Open kettle molasses is easy, but both 
syrup and centrifugals show a steady 
tone. 



Rice. 

Rough rice was strong and in active 
demand at the end of the week, but 
arrivals were small and trading was 
light. Clean was in good demand. 



Sugar In London. 

During tbe past fortnight the market has al- 
most uninterruptedly advanced, not from 
speculation but from a growing conviction that 
important events are likely to occur during the 
coming year. That a conference to discuss the 
continental bounties will be held seems certain, 
but whether any effective agreement will be ar- 
rived at is doubtful. No patchwork or com- 
promise, however, will touch the points at 
issue, and absolute abolition of the bounties 
can be the only means of bringing about a 
state of things which is earnestly desired by 
the majorit/ of the people connected with the 
sugar trade. The advance in the price of beet 
which has taken place is already important, 
but cane refining kinds have been slow to 
move, though from the demand in America for 
all sorts of cane sugar the stocks here are likely 
to remain as small as they have lately been. 
There have been no public sales since Decem- 
ber 17, but, in sympathy with other sorts, 
grocery kinds have met with more attention, 
and private business shows an advance in value 
of fully 6d. per cwt., while in London yellow 
crystals are also 3d. per cwt. dearer. The im- 
ports of crystallized raws to London for the 
fortnight ending December 30 amounted to 
2872 tons, and for the whole year to 32,250 tons, 
against 65,397 tons in 1896.— Produce Markets 
Iteviewy January 1, 



Trade Notes. 

Plantation Harness and Saddlery.— We 

have been requested to call the attention of 
the planting community to the fact that the 
Whitney & Sloo Company are the largest 
manufacturers in the South of saddles, harness 
and collars of all kinds; that they have their 
own collar factory and employ about one hun- 
dred people ; that all of these goods are made 
by them in New Orleans. 

The largely increasing business of this mam- 
moth establishment has led the firm to lease 
additional warehouse room, and they believe 
that their own facilities for manufacturing, the 
excellence of their work and the fact that the 
work is made in New Orleans should lead the 
planters of the State generally to at least in- 
vestigate the character of the work turned out 
and the prices at which the goods are offered, 
which, taken together. The Whitney & Sloo 
Co. believe will convince any close buyer 
that he has at last struck headquarters and the 
bottom prices for these goods. Call and see 
them at 108-112 North Peters street. 



The Sugar Trust Attitude. 

As a result of the present dispute between 
the American Sugar Reiining Company and 
the Jersey City Street and Water Board, over 
water taxes, the trust yesterday announced 
that it would close down its plant in that city 
unless a satisfactory settlement was reached. 
Six hundred men were laid off yesterday, 
leaving but five hundred at work. 

The trouble arose over the refusal of the 
Jersey City Street and Water Board to lower 
the water tax of the company from 75 cents to 
673^ cents per 1000 cubic feet, or from $100 to 
$90 per 1 ,000,000 gallons. The sugar people 
threatened some time ago to leave Jersey City 
unless the reduction was made. Mayor Hoos 
holds that the 75-cent rate is a perfectly fair 
one and that the street and water board should 
not yield. — N, Y. Journal Commerce, 



New Rates on Qlucose. 

The board of managers of the Joint Traffic 
Association recommend that the commodity 
rates authorized in Joint Traffic Association 
freight circular No. 1125, dated August 14, 



1897, on glucose and glucose syrup, in car 
loads, from all points in the territory of the 
Central Freight Association to the western 
termini of the trunk lines and points east 
thereof, on the basis of sixth-class rates, be 
withdrawn, and that rates thereon be restored 
to the basis of the official classification, effec- 
tive December 10, 1897, except that the follow- 
ing commoditj rates on glucose (not including 
glucose syrup) shall be continued in effect on 
and after December 10, 1897 : Glucose in car 
loads, originating at Chicago, East St. Louia, 
Peoria and Rockford, III., and Davenport and 
Marshalltown, Iowa, only, destined to the 
western termini of the trunk lines and points 
east thereof, on the basis of sixth-class rates. 
—N. r. Journal of Commerce, 



The Best Rice Pays. 

^^ Whatsoever a man soweth that also shall 
he reap." Never was a natural law more 
epigrammatically expressed nor more terribly 
demonstrated than in a very large per cent, 
of the rice crop of Southwest Louisiana. Un- 
wittingly through carelessness or ignorance, a 
host of planters sowed on foul lands or used 
poor seed, or gave slovenly culture, and the 
result has been a most degenerate outcome ; 
not only ruinous to the negligent, but damag- 
ing even those who exercised care, and, worst 
of ali, has given Louisiana rice a bad reputa- 
tion. Rice may not be profitable for some to 
raise, but whoever may engage therein should 
seek and adopt every possible precaution to 
secure the best results. In spite of the depres- 
sion of market, the outcome in the Carolinas 
attests the value of a crop of high standard 
quality. 

We submit that no other cereal offers any- 
thing like so good a monetary outcome as nee, 
and that with clean land, good seed (either 
Carolina or Honduras) careful culture, splen- 
did results can be obtained right here, for our 
section is in some respects superior to the At- 
lantic coast. The production has never been 
up to consumptive requirements, not even in 
1892, nor again this last year ; in other words, 
the demand waits upon us, ready for our pro- 
duct if it be of the character desired. The 
consumer, however, is particular; he wants 
good rice: will pay good prices— much more 
than for other cereals— and by so much as this 
country fails to make it, imports are made. 
The sad experiences of the past may, in the 
end, work great good, if thereby is learned the 
betier way. — Queydan News, 
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WANTS. 



We will publish in tUt coliimii, ffte of chaiye until 
Ivffthcr nodoe, the applications of all managers, over- 
nari, aafineen and sugar makers, and others who may 
bt seeking positions in the countrf. and also the wants 
el plasters desiring to employ any of these. 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 

1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the leason of 1898; 
Ai references from former employers. GBO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, CoTington , L s. i - 1 1 -(^B 

W' ANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 

tion by the yesr, as csrpenter end wheelwright; 
nerer drink, and can giTe good references. Adcress 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, Ls. i-ii-98 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

i-n-98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in soger house ss chief; twenty-five years' 
experience io erecting and operating sugar machmery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER aox>, this office. 1 - 1 1-9B 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
Kaduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
o years* experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Sution. Address P. O. BOX 43s, Logan, 
Utah. i-u-oS 



TTTANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
VY family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Franklin street, city. i - 13-98. 

TTTANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 

YY erect, repsir or operate machinery on sugar or 

rice plantation; satisfaction guarsnteed. Address W. 

C. B., 537 Henry Clsy avenue. New Orleans. i -5-98^, 

TTTANTED— ENGINEERS WHO UNDERSTAND 
VV sugar, coffee and rice machinery, also sugsr 
mining, to travel and sell machinery in foreign coun- 
tries; knowledge of Spanish language necessary. Ad- 
dress, giving references and state experience, MANU- 
FACTURER X, care this paper. i -3-08 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
1893, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La, i-3-^ 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for 1898, by a 
single young man with four years* experience; handles 
labor successfully ; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly temperate; 
best references furnished. Address ** X) VERSBER,*^ 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistait Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle. La. 13-30-97 

WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for i:}98; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma, La. is-30-97 

WANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 
references on hand. Address A. B., 618 St. Louis street, 
city. is-38-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 
an experienced, energetic and sober young plan- 
ter; Ai references furnisbed. Address C. LAUKEI 



Whitecastle, La. 



NT, 
iaa8-97 



WANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
^^ beryoungmanwanU position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt- edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B.. 
iga^S Bayou Road street, New Orleans, La. is-a8q7 

■flTANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 

▼ ▼as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque - 
, «n»ne. La. ia-33 97. 

WANTED-POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans La. 
. ^^Z-S7 

■fXr ANTED - ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
'^^ sober young man wants position as manager of 
small store on planution ; salary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1928 Bayou Road. 
New Orleans. is-17-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
" boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 

la- 31-97 



ANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
oog' experience, and can fumisn good references. 
Aodress R. V. H., IS9 Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 



W 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be hsd for 
1896. mt living salary. Address BOB, Pon Allen, Lai 
13-16.97 



TITANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
^V manager on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recom- 
mendations irom prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and Kapldes psrishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office. 13-16-97 



-TTTANTED- A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AC- 
' VY customed to country and plantation work, would 
ike to obtain work cither by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 8^ Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 
»'5-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OH 
manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years* experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address E. C MARSHALL, Cheneyrille, Ls. 

ia.7-97. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
ttands his business. Address HUSTLBB, iioo Dante 
street. New Orleans, La. 13-8-97 



WANTED— By a young lady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; best 
qualificstions ; highest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address xY Z, care Plawtkr. 13-3-97 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 189800 
plantation, as manager or assistant or time and book- 
keeper; experienced, and can give good reference. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCalf, La. I9-4-97 



W 



ANTED — POSITION AS BOOK-KEEPER, 

w V manager of store or large farm, or any other posi- 
tion of trust on plantation, where strict honesty and re- 
liability are apoieciated. I am 50 years of age. married, 
of good education, and ready to enter position on or 
after lannary 1, 1898. Address CHAS. 8. FRITSCH, 
Port Allen, Ls. 13-4-97 



WANTED— A position ss msnager on a sugar 
plantation for 1898, by a practical cultivator of 
large experience, who can furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of The Chief, Donaldsonville, La. 



TIT-ANTED- A YOUNG LADY WISHES A POSI- 
'^ tion as governess in a Catholic family: good 
references and moderate terms. Address MISS K, 
care this office. ii-i3-97. 



W-ANTED-SITUATION OS SUGAR PLANTA- 
"^ tion or saw-mill, as boarding-house keeper; 
long experience ; can furnish best of references. Address 
COMPETENT, care Louisiana Plantxr, New Or- 
leans« La. u- 17-97. 

WANTED — POSITION AS VACUUM~PAN 
sugar maker; has had long experience, and can 
furnish evidence of competency. Address H. S. LEWIS, 
60a Gravier street, Citv. 11-10-97. 



WANTED— A MAN WITH PERFECT Ac- 
quaintance with the Spanish language, both in 
speaking and writing, and some knowledge in book- 
keeping, to take responsible office position on sugar 
estate Tn Mexico ; must have unexceptional references 
and be willing to begin on a small salary ; a good op- 
portunity and first-cTass position to satistactorv person. 
Address, with age, nationality, and other details, B. F. 
JOHNSTON, 835 Warren avenue, Chicago, I U. 
II-IO-97 



WANTED— AN ASSISTANT ENGINEER ON 
augar estate in Mexico; sober, industrious man 
oi experience, with references, preferably with some 
knowledge of Spanish; a life position to the r ght man : 
aalary small. Answer, stating age, nationality, married 
or single, salary desired per year, etc, to B. F. JOHN- 
STON, 835 Warren avenue, Chicago, 111. 
11-10-97 



W 



ANTED- A COMPETENT AND EXPSRI- 
enccd machinist and sugar plantation engineer 
wishes to engage by the year witn good people at s 
smsll salary; references good; habits strictly sober; 
time to begin January 1, 18^, or to suit agreement. Ad- 
dress P. H. E., Engineer, 734 Dublin street, Carrollton, 
L«« "•7«;7 

WANTED— BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS' 
experience in sugar manufacture and refining, a 
position in Louisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries end factories : can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Address H. S. R., Box 
13S6, New Orlesns, La. 1 1-9-97 

ANTED— TWO COMPETENT DOUBLE 
effect men. Apply a 18 Canal street, city. 

rO-3007 



W 



\I7A*^ TED — POSITION AS STENOGRAPHER 
'» and typewriter, by a competent young lady ; excel- 
lent references. Address STENOGRAPHER, caie 
M. R. Powers, 704 Common street. New Orleans. 1 1 -6^ 



WANTED-BEET SUGAR ENGINEER, HAVING 
had large practice in designing beet sugar houses, 
and with experience in erecting ana running, would like 
to coneect with some new company or manufacturer of 
sugar machinery; best of reference* and satisfaction 
assured. Address SUITABLE, care J.ouisiana Pulm- 
TBR. 1 1-3 -97 



TO-ANTED- A POSITION AS CARPENTER AND 
▼ ▼ millwright: understand putting up shafting and 
setting up macnincry; twenty years' experience. Ad- 
dress GEORGE HXNMAN, Franklin and Josephine 
streets. New Orleans, La. u-i-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS A SUGAR MAKER; 
willing to do his own polarixstlon ; has had 
eighteen yearr experience ; can furnish reference. Ad- 
dress ALFKED ROUSSEAU, this ofiice. 1 1 4-97 



\irANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 

W has had eighteen years* experience; can furnish 
good reference. Address M. MONTEGUDO, 437 
Enghien street, city. 30 io^)7. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER 

by a competent man, who can furnish good refer- 
I. Address ALPHON8E ( 



tion Camp, Waggaman, La. 



; CARRILLOUX, Deten- 



W 



ANTED— BY A RELIABLE MAN OF EXPE- 

w V rience, a position as sugar maker: well up tn the 
management of central factories. Aadress SUGAR 
MAKER, No. 1716 Baronne street. New Orleans. 

10-14 97 



WANTED-YOUNG MAN OF 36, SOBER AND 
industrious, wants a position as assistant sugar 
boiler or chemist of some sugar factory or estate in Cuba, 
Hawaii or Mexico ; have had fourteen years of practical 
experience in manufacture of sugar. Address bUGAR, 
Waggaman P. O., Jefferson Parish, La. ii*7-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR WEIGHER 
or clerk or fireman: can fill any with compe- 
tency. Address A. J. CASTIN, 1539 Mandeville street, 
city. 10-8O-97. 

fTTANTED— A POSITION; A HANDY MAN ON 
W a plantation J can furnish recommend 4 tion. Ad- 
dress WM. J. TONGLET, 413 Royal street. New Or- 
leans, La. 11-8-97 



TTTANTED- HOSTLER FOR MEDWAY PLAN- 
VY tation. Bayou SaU, St. Mary parish. Apply with 
reference to D. J. KER, North Bend Plantation, Foster 
P. O., La. 



TTT ANTED-A POSITION ON A PLANTATION 
yV as centrifugal man. by a fh«t-class sugar drier. 
Address H. A. WHALEY. care of Wm. Johnson, 7000 
Magazine atreet. New Orleana. 9-39-97 



WANTED— A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, 14 
years of age, desires a poaition in a sugar house 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic in France and in the most important sugar 
houses in Cuba. Address M. N., this office. lo-aa 97. 



T45-^2S!2!:L2Lissir'i.Jurkisli and Russian Bans 



.MAKBSTHB. 



NEW ST. CHARLES 



ABSOLUTELY FIREPROOF 



One of the largest as well as one of the Best 
and Most Attractive Hotels In this Country .... 

500 Rooms. - - 200 Private Bath Rooms. 

Kept on the AMERICAN PLAN and first-class in every respect. 



Raiet from $3 per day up, according to sire and location of Rooms. 
'^M A. R. BLAKELY &. CO., Ltd., Proprietors. 
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McCall Brothers, 
McCall Si Legendre, 
Leon Godchauz, 
lames Teller, 
B. Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Sonlat, 
LonlsBush, 
W. B, Brickell, 
W, C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Poos A Bamett, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Por^th Jr., 
BdwardJ.Gay, 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
BmileRost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Zlegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. S. Olark, 
J. B. Levert, 
Simpson Homor, 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. SutcUffe, 
John 8. Moore, 
James C Murphy, 
Jos. Webre, 



5T0CKH0LDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Lncien Sonlai, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ. Behan, 

iT, Moore. Jr., 
d wards A naubtman, 
iohn A. Morris, 
I. H. Cunningham 
R. Vlterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. HarrU, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E.AJ. Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
, Adolph Merer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish I ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUlken, 
W. P. MUes, 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob* 



BXBCurnrx coMMtrrBB: 



Henry McCall. 
Uden Sonlat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



The Hawaiian Annexation Scheme. 

The battle of the annexationists j?oes 
on fiercely in Washington, there seem- 
ing to be an immensely strong combina- 
tion of people determined to force 
Hawaii upon this country, whether we 
want it or not, and whether the Ha- 
waiians wish it or not. Even Secretary 
Wilson, of the Department of Agricult- 
ure, seems to have yielded to the 
blandishments of the Hawaiians and the 
public prints quote him as saying that 
the sugars that come to us from Hawaii 
would not appreciably interfere with 
those made in this country. Those of 
us who are more familiar with the sugar 
industry than the worthy secretary 
know that a very considerable interfer- 
ence has already occurred owing to the 
competition of Hawaiian sngars,and that 
there is every prospect that this will 
continue from year to year. Secretary 
Wilson's argument that sugar cane is 
being continuously planted in Hawaii, 
and that therefore the soil will becoipe 
exhausted, requiring expensive ferti- 
lizers, is the old, old story, that ap- 
plies to agriculture everywhere, and as 
much in the United States as anywhere 
else. To get the best results in Louis- 
iana we are now compelled to fertilize 
quite largely, and it is absurd to hold 
that the cost of fertilization in Hawaii is 
going to interfere with the development 
of the sugar industry there. 

The true limit of the sugar industry 
in Hawaii is the control of water. The 
arguments of the leading men of the 
arid and semi-arid regions of our own 
West teach us what vast possibilities lie 
in any country that has to depend on 
water for irrigation. The crops of our 
interior mountain States can be doubled, 
trebled or quadrupled with a reasonable 
increase in the present irrigation estab- 
lishments. As Hawaii has already pro- 
duced 250,000 tons of sugar within a 
single year, based upon its own official 
reports, and as it is only a question of 
water as to the great extension of the 



sugar industry throughout the islands, 
we believe that we are safe in saying 
that the Hawaiian crop will be doubled 
or tripled within a few years if the pres- 
ent Hawaiian treaty should remain in 
force, permitting these serai-slave labor 
sugars to come in free of duty and in 
competition with our own free labor, 
American -grown beet and cane sugars^ 
We can hardly conceive it as possible 
that the American people can be deceived 
by the statements of the annexationists 
so firmly made and with such slight 
foundation in fact. It is to be hoped 
that the better judgment of the Ameri- 
can Congress and the American people 
will obtain and that the Hawaiian annex- 
ationists will be defeated. 



Louisiana 5tate Agricultural 
Society. 

The programme for the twelfth annual 
session of the Louisiana State Agricult- 
ural Society, to be held at Crowley on 
January 26, 27 and 28, has been issued 
and gives a series of interesting features 
that promise to make it one of the most 
attractive meetings of this organization. 
The meeting will be called to order at 
4:30 P. M., after the arrival of the train 
from the East, and an address of wel- 
come will be delivered by his Honor 
Mayor P. J. Chappuis, of Crowley, with 
a response by the Rev. R. F. Patterson, 
of East Baton Rouge, which will be fol- 
lowed by the annual address of the pres- 
ident, Hon. John Dymond, of Plaque- 
mines. Committees will then be ap- 
pointed, after which a recess will be 
taken until the evening session, at which 
Col. Chas. Schuler, of De Soto, will dis- 
cuss : How to Make the Farm Profitable. 
Mr. C. F. Taylor, of Raymond, La., 
will discuss the Prospects for Farmers in 
Southwest Louisiana^ and Prof. H. A. 
Morgan, of the Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, The Chinch Btig^ Its Ravages and 
Remedies. A general discussion of 
each of these subjects is anticipated 
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after the main address in each instance 
shall have been delivered. 

On Thursday, the 27th, the morning 
session opens with an address by Col. P. 
L. Maxwell, on What Should be the Agri- 
cultural Policy of the Louisiana Cotton 
Planter with S-Cent Cotton in View? This 
will be followed by Jad^e Emile Rost, 
of St. Charles parish, on The 
Sugar Industry of Louisiana, especially 
with a reference to its extension to the 
prairies. The morning session will be con- 
cluded with the paper on the Progress 
afid Development of the Rice Industry in 
Southwest Louisiana, by Mr. C. L. 
Crippen, of Acadia parish. 

The afternoon session will open at 2 
p. M. with an address on Immigration, 
by Mr. A. V. Eastman, of Lake Charles. 
Mr. W. D. St. Clair, of Tangipahoa par- 
ish, will address the society on Health, 
Happiness and Prosperity in Louisiana, 
Major J. G. Lee, Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Immigration, will fol- 
low with an address on Farmers Insti- 
tutes, and Col. W. W. Duson, of Crow- 
ley, will discuss Drainage for Profit and 
Health in Southwest Louisiana, 

The evening session will begin with an 
essay on Fruit Growing in Southwest 
Louisiana, by that distinguished horti- 
culturist, Mr. T. Jay Lacy, of St. Lan- 
dry. This will be followed by an ad- 
dress on the Keeds of Southern Agricult- 
ure, by Capt. John A. Redhead, of 
Centerville, Miss., whom we have 
learned to consider as one of us in 
Louisiana. Mr. Ben Avant, of Lafay- 
ette parish, will then take up Tree Cult- 
ure in Southwest Louisiana, and the even- 
ing session will close with a paper On 
Bed Rice, by Prof. W. R. Dodson, bot- 
anist of the State University. 

The third day, Friday, will be given 
over to the Louisiana Stock Breeders' 
Association, and will open at 10 a. m., 
with the president's address, by Major 
W. L. Foster, of Shreveport. Mr. S. 
Q. Holliugsworth, of Red River parish, 
will follow with an address on the Value 
of Pure Bred Live Steele, Their Care and 
Management, Prof. S. A. Knapp, of 
Lake Charles, will then discuss The Hog 
and Cattle Raising Possibilities of South- 
west Louisiana, and Mr. W. B. Mercier, 
of Centerville, Miss., will discuss Beef 
Raising and Fattening, a Valuable Indus- 
try on the Louisiana Farm, The morn- 
ing session will close with a paper on 
Texas, or Southern Cattle Fever, by Dr. 



W^ H. Dalrymple, Veterinarian of the 
State University. 

At the afternoon session the subject 
presented for discussion is Can Louisi- 
ana Supply Home Demands for Meat, 
Dairy Products and Food Stuffs? Mr. 
W. S. May, of Ruston, La., is expected 
to open with an address on this subject, 
and then a general discussion will fol- 
low: After this routine business will 
be transacted, officers elected to serve 
during the coming year, and at the 
evening session there will be an experi- 
ence meeting with the discussion of 
questions from the question-box. 
^ As we have stated to our readers be- 
fore, in these columns arrangements 
have been made for reduced rates of 
transportation based upon the certificate 
plan, it being necessary that certificates 
should be obtained indicating full fare 
paid going to Crowley, which, when en- 
dorsed in Crowley by the secretary, will 
enable the holders to get return tickets 
at one-third fare. Every friend of 
Louisiana agriculture is invited to at- 
tend. 



Profits riade on Sugar Under the 
Present System of Distribution. 

[Specfal Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The following 
calculations will no doubt be of interest to 
those who are trying to solve the sugar prob- 
lem: 

Raw sugar, centrifugals 96 test, now sells at 
43^ cents per pound (see market reports); 
add to this the net cost of refining, safely esti- 
mated at not more than >^ (the new tariff 
names yQ, and we have 4>^ cents as the actual 
cost of refined granulated, being retailed gen- 
erally throughout at 6 cents per pound, a 
difference over cost of 1>^ cents, to be divided 
up among the refiners and wholesale and re- 
tail trade. 

The population of the United States is about 
75,000,000 souls, which, multiplied by 70 
pounds, the annual per capita consumption, 
malces 5,250,000,000 pounds; at 1>^ cents per 
pound, it in the aggregate amounts to $78,- 
750,000, total profits of the dealers aforesaid, 
on sugar consumed annually, or dividing this 
sum by 3 it makes $26,350,000 to each of said 
interests. 

In order to ascertain the cost to any given 
locality for Instance within a territory that Is 
sufilcient to consume the output of one beet 
sugar factory, estimated at 10,000,000 pounds, 
we have 142,855 people multiplied by 70 
pounds, and by 1>^ cents per pound making 
making $149,997.75, or substantially a $150,000 
tax within every such radius. 

In estimating profits of shareholders in beet 
sugar plants the calculations are made on the 
basis of 4>^ cents per pound for the sugar, a 
saving to local consumers of almost the entire 



amount stated, which saving for the territory 
of one factory would pay for such plant in 
three or four years, and for the United States 
annually it would build and equip 157 plants 
costing $500,000 each, and in 83^ years there 
would be a saving sufficient to build 549 
factories, the full requirements to produce oar 
own sugar. Let us then, by all means, have 
the local factories well distributed. 
January 15, 1898, G. G. Smith. 

Oar correspoadent forgets that gran- 
ulated sagar is pure sagar 100 test ; that 
96 test meatDs but 96 pounds of pure 
sugar in the 100 pounds raw sugar to be 
refined ; that all of this can not be se- 
cured by any known process ; that the 
government admits that it requires 107 
pounds of this sugar to produce 100 
pounds of granulated. These facts de- 
range Mr. Smith's calculations all the 
way through. 

The sugar business is so enormous 
.the costs of distribution must necessa- 
sarily be enormous. So it is with flour, 
cheese, bar iron or nails. The commu- 
nity lives on the manufacture, sale, re- 
sale, transportation, insurance, etc., of 
our great staples. Still the sugar in- 
dustry is the one that now presents to 
us the grandest possibilities in the di- 
rection of great and profitable develop- 
ment. 



Crystallizing Low Qrade Sugars. 

The introduction by Messrs. Oxnard 
& Sprague, at their Adeline plantation, 
of revolving cylinders for crystallizing 
low grade sugars in motion; the dis- 
cussion of the subject matter before the 
Sugar Planters' Association last week, 
of which we give a stenographic report 
in this issue, and the generally accepted 
conclusion in Louisiana that the plan of 
crystallizing low grade sugars in wagons 
is the best, are now all under careful 
study by the sugar planters of our State. 
One planter writes to us that he takes 
no stock whatever in revolving crystal- 
lizers, and asserts that they will create 
nothing but smear. Most, and in fact 
practically all of our first-class estab- 
lishments, have now complete outfits 
for crystallizing at jpest, thousands of 
sugar wagons of the latest make being 
utilized for this purpose. It may be 
that just as we have had radical im- 
provements in other branches of our 
sugar machinery, we shall find that crys- 
tallizing low grade sngars in motion will 
supersede crystallizing them at rest. It,. 
however, will take some time to oon- 
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vince the cane sugar producers of Louisi- 
ana and of the tropics of the expedi- 
ency of adopting this plan. 

While crystallizing low grade sugars 
in motion has for a long time been made 
a success in the production of beet su- 
gars, it is a well known fact that beet 
sugars are comparatively free from glu- 
cose and from much of the gummy mat- 
ter that we find in our cane sugars under 
the bead of solids not sugar. While it 
is desirable to forward every new inven- 
tion ; to carefully consider every new 
method of manufacture and to aid in 
the exploitation of all new ideas, at the 
same time it will not do to engage in 
reckless expenditure in any direction 
that may still be considered as experi- 
mental, and as applied to cane sugars 
crystallization in motion seems thus far 
to be exjperimental. So far as applied 
to beet sugars we have understood that 
an increased yield was tjlaimed, but in 
the discussion of the process had before 
^the Louisiana Sugar Planters* Associa- 
tion, we find that the chief advantage 
claimed is that of economy in labor, 
no great gain in yield having been 
noticed. 

We do not desire to utter one word 
ftgainst the plan of crystallizing low- 
grade sugars in motion, and on the con- 
trary believe that the method should be 
thoroughly exploited, and we should 
hope that it might be made a success. 
So far as we can judge from the report 
of the chemist of the Adeline refinery, 
it would seem that Messrs. Oxnard & 
Sprague now consider the plan a success 
in their house. On the other hand, we 
find scores of our planters displaying 
their confidence in the older method and 
increasing their investments in wagons 
and tanks for crystallizing at rest. We 
think the whole subject matter worthy 
of careful study, and should be glad if 
Dr. Stubbs could make it convenient to 
determine along scientific lines the re- 
sults in yields by experiments at the 
Sugar Experiment Station. 

We know that Dr. Stubbs has been 
investigating the machinery for a year 
or two back, but its comparatively high 
price and the urgent need for investiga- 
tion of the sugar industry in other 
directions have thus far deterred him 
from covering fully the points that we 
have named. Perhaps another year 
may enable him to give us full data. 



Crystallization in notion. 

Mr. C. Robert Churchill, who takes a 

great interest in all new processes, and 

whose information on all subjects is 

encyclopedic, furnishes the following 

index of pages in The Planter where 

articles of the above caption may be 

found for the benefit of those who are 

interested in crystallization of low 

products in motion : 

Volume IX, pages 39 and 130. 
Volume X, page 219. 
Volume XVI, pages 68 and 102. 
Volume XVII, page 297. 
Volume XVIII, page 267. 



Sugar Cane. 

Dr. Wm. C. Stubbs, director of the 
Louisiana Sugar Experiment Station, 
Audubon Park, New Orleans, has just 
issued volume 1 of Sugar Cane, a book 
treating of the history, botany, and 
agriculture of the sugar cane, a copy of 
which will be sent, post free, to every 
sugar planter, manager, overseer or 
small cultivator of cane in Louisiana 
who may address him as above. He is 
anxious to place this book in the hands 
of every worker in cane in the State of 
Louisiana, and therefore will be glad of 
the address of all concerned. 



Commercial Agreements and 
Reciprocity Treaties. 

The reference in the President's message to 
the execution of the reciprocity clauses of the 
new tariff bill was not as explicit as might be 
desired. These clauses cover two more or less 
distinct kinds of agreements. The first can 
become operative whenever the President is 
satisfied that the concessions received from a 
foreign country in favor of the products or 
manufactures of the United States are equiva- 
lent to the concessions offered on our side ; the 
second require the consent of the Senate, and 
are governed by the same rules as any other 
kind of international treaty. In Sec. 3 of the 
tariff bill the articles of import on which a re- 
duction of duty may be made in return for a 
similar reduction by a foreign country in the 
duties imposed on American products, or on 
which a duty may be imposed in the absence 
of the reduction asked for, are specifically 
enumerated. They come under two groups, 
one l^ing the products of wine and spirit pro- 
ducing countries, and the other such products 
as coffee, tea and tonca and vanilla beans. In 
both cases the reduction of duty to be offered 
or the duty to be waived, as a concession to 
secure some corresponding advantage, is dis- 
tinctly stated ; as for example, there is a re- 
duction on the champagne duty from eight to 
six dollars per dozen, and on still wines from 
forty or fifty to thirty -five cents per gallon. 
In the case of the tropical products, the Pres- 
ident has power to impose a retaliatory duty 



on artiolet now admitted free, by way of com- 
pelling a modification of the duties on our own 
products which we may deem to be unreason* 
able. In Sec. 4 of the act, the basis for the 
negotiation of commercial treaties is declared 
to be a reduction for a specified period of not 
more than 20 per cent, of the duties upon 
such merchandise as may be designated by the 
country with which the treaty is made 

The statement of the message in regard to 
the progress of negotiations under both sec- 
tions simply is that they are now proceeding 
with several governments, both European and 
American. This is supplemented by the dec- 
laration that it is believed that by a careful 
exercise of the powers Qonferred by the act 
^* some grievances of our own and of other 
countries in our mutual trade relations may be 
either removed or largely alleviated, and that 
the volume of our commercial exchanges may 
be enlarged, with advantage to both contract- 
ing parties. ^^ The entire question is one ob- 
viously beset by many difilculdes. The com- 
mercial agreement which is in course of nego- 
tiation with France is a comparatively simple 
matter. Here the United States demands a 
certain relaxation both of duty and of the rules 
affectmg the admission of American provi- 
sions, vegetable oils and live animals. It 
should not be difficult to convince the French 
government that their people have everything 
to gain by facilitating tl^e import of French 
wines into this country, and very little to lose 
by being allowed to buy fresh and salted meat 
imported from the United States more cheaply 
and freely than at present. "To make the con- 
cessions on one side balance those granted on 
the other is a comparatively simple matter, 
and is a task confined within a strictly limited 
range. But if, as appears probable, the nego- 
tiation of a general reciprocity treaty with 
France, as well as a commercial agreement, is 
in progress, a. very wide field of discussion is 
opened up. This is more emphatically true 
because of the fact that the negotiations with 
Fran e are intended to open the way, if they 
have not already done so, to similar negotia- 
tions with Germany. 

While France and Germany are valuable 
customers of the United States, they occupy a 
very subordinate position when compared with 
Great Britain and her colonies and dependen- 
cies. The United Kingdom alone took 46 per 
cent, of all our exports for the last fiscal year, 
while the colonial proportion was over 11 per 
cent. In other words, over 57 per cent, of the 
exports of the United States were purchased 
on Brltifih accounts last year. Against this, 
the entire purchases of France, Germany, 
Holland and Belgium accounted for only 25.4 
per cent. Now, while there Is a basis for en- 
tering into reciprocity treaties with these lat- 
ter countries, because of the duties they levy 
on our Imports, there is virtually none for 
making any similar arrangement with the 
United Kingdom. The practical result of the 
negotiations now in progress may, therefore, 
be found to be a preference in favor of the ad- 
mission of the manufactures of France and 
Germany and a discrimination against those of 
Great Britain. Questions of fairness apart, it 
is not easy to see that it would be for the in- 
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terest of this conntry to place itself in the posi- 
tion of disorimlnating against the products of 
its best customer. There is a party in Great 
Britain, more noisy than influential, which 
clamors for the imposition of duties on both 
agricultural and manufacturing imports from 
foreign countries. It would unquestionably 
be the surest way to lend greater strength to 
this demand if it should be shown that the 
contraction of the British free list might be 
made a weapon to enlarge the foreign market 
for British goods, ^and that the liberality of this 
free list was operating as an obstacle to the 
competition of the British manufacturer with 
the German or the Frenchman. 

If the negotiation of reciprocity treaties 
with European countries is likely to lead to 
some embarrassing complications, the basis on 
which the South American agreements or trea- 
ties are to be negotiated promises to be still 
provocative of trouble. The somewhat novel 
weapon put in the hands of the president to 
compel Brazil, for example, to moderate its 
duties on imports from the United States, is the 
threat to Impose a duty of 3 cents a pound on 
coffee imported from that country. As a 
revenue measure this would have much to com- 
mend it, but as a means of compelling certain 
concessions from a country presumably unwill- 
ing to grant them It leaves much to desire. As 
a matter of fact, the prospect of making any 
headway In South America, either under the 
commercial agreement or the reciprocity sec- 
tion, seems to be very slight. So long as most 
of the Spanish -American republics retain the 
most favored nation clause in their treaties, we 
shall hardly obtain any advantage which the 
European countries trading with them do not 
share, the threat to put a tax on their coffee 
and other beans to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. — N. Y. Journal Commerce, 



Personal. 

Messrs. J. F. Gueno and George J. Gueno, of 
Houma, La., came up to the city last Sunday 
and registered at the Grunewald. 

Mr. S. Morris Llllie, inventor of the now 
celebrated '* Llllie " multiple effects, which 
are said to do everything but talk, left for the 
North on Monday night, after some time spent 
in this vicinity on business. 

Mr. Charles Hagelswelde, of St. Louis, a 
veteran sugar boiler, took off the crop this year 
on the Union plantation of Hon. Andrew H. 
Gay. Mr. Hagelswelde has officiated at the 
pan many seasons in Louisiana, and always 
with credit to himself and profit to his em- 
ployers. Mr. D. H. Walsh managed Union 
with his usual consummate skill and success. 

Mr. J. M. Calllouet, of Houma, La., was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago and regis- 
tered at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. Tony Sobral was at the Grunewald 
Hotel last Wednesday. Mr. Sobral Is promi- 
nently identified with the sugar planting in- 
dustry of St. James parish and was accom- 
panied by Mr. Fred. Sobral. 

Mr. W. J. Thompson, of Calumet, and Mr. 
E, S. Bamett, of Shadyside, were guests of the 
St. Charles Hotel on Thursday. 

Mr. R. Perez, of the Lower Coast, was a re- 
cent guest of the Royal. 



LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Lonisicna Planter: The grinding 
season is well over in Ascension, Belle Helene 
having brought up the rear of the procession 
on or about the 9th inst., and, taken by and 
large, the results of the campaign have been 
quite satisfactory. Of course it would be too 
much to expect that ail things should come 
the planters^ way, and In the matter of average 
tonnage per acre the figures will no doubt be 
below the usual standard when footed up, but 
in other particulars this shortage has been, as 
a general thing, more than compensated for. 
Hon. Wm. Porcher Miles and his son. Dr. W. 
P. Miles, with whom your correspondent re- 
cently enjoyed the honor of an interview, 
properly described the conditions prevalent in 
this parish and section, with regard to the cane 
crop and its manipulation, by saying that the 
cane had been unusually straight, soft and 
rich in saccharine matter, thus facilitating the 
worlc of grinding it with a minimum of mill 
mishaps and rendering the yield of sugar per 
ton considerably in excess of the customary 
average. The mills at Houmas central factory 
crushed an average of 1000 tons of cane per 
day for the entire season, and on several occa- 
sions the total ran up to 1100 tons and over, 
and not an accident worth mentioning occurred 
from opening to close of the campaign. The 
yield of sugar per ton of cane was between 
170 and 175 pounds, and General Miles, who is 
not at all secretive In these matters as is the 
case with many planters, expresses his satis- 
faction freely, and candidly aclcnowledges that 
the financial result of the season's operations 
shows a balance on the right side of the Miles 
Company's books— not a large balance, it is 
true, but still a balance ; and any is certainly 
better than none in this particular. 

No figures have yet been given out from 
Belle Helene, but common report places the 
output of the factory at 2,600,000 pounds in 
round figures. 

The mild, sprlns^-llke weather of the new 
year has given a great impetus to the work of 
early planting, and this was in full blast on 
every hand until interrupted by the wet spell 
that now prevails. Premonitions of a termi- 
nation of the spell in a freeze have been un- 
realized up to this writing, and at 9 o'clock to- 
night (Wednesday) the mercury stands at 59 
deg. above zero, with the signs of clearing 
weather abundant in the heavens. All reports 
so far heard relative to the condition of the 
seed have been of the most encouraging char- 
acter, and the competent judges agree that if 
the conditions are favorable throughout the 
year the sugar crop of 1898 will be a wh^per. 

Among the last places In t^e State to finish 
the work of the harvest season were Mr. Leon 
Godchaux' Reserve in St. John parish, and 
Elm Hall in Assumption, which have wound 
up within the past week. The sugar output of 
Reserve is said to have been about 12,500,000 
pounds, and that of Elm Hall about 12,000,000 
pounds. If these estimates are correct the 
total product of Mr. Godchaux' three big fac- 
tories has been 35,900,000 pounds, divided 



thus: Reserve, 12,5000,000; Elm Hall, 12,000,- 
000, and Raceland, 11 ,400, 000. Thus this gen- 
tleman easily holds his well-established posi- 
tion of the " Louisiana Sugar King." 

The Home factory of the Jos. H. Meeker 
estate, near Lecompte, Rapides parish, closed 
Its season's operations on the 10th inst., with 
a sugar product of something over 6,000,000 
pounds. At the adjacent Chetwood factory, 
which is leased by the Meeker estate, the 
product was about 2,800,000 pounds, making 
the aggregate of the two factories about 9,000,- 
000 pounds, a fine result considering the ton- 
nage of cane ground, but less than was looked 
for owing to the short tonnage. At both fac- 
tories the work of the harvest period pro- 
ceeded with great smoothness and freedom 
from accident, a gratifying fact attributable in 
no small degree to the more than ordinary 
skill and competency of the crews in control 
of the large establishments, amajority of whom 
hail from Ascension. The weight of cane 
ground at Home factory was 35,061 tonB 
hence the average yield of sugar per ton of 
cane was a fraction in excess of 171 pounds. 

The claim is made that the largest average 
weight of cane per acre for the season just 
passed was grown on the Fairview plantation! 
in St. Charles parish, owned by Mr. H. G-t 
Morgan, and managed for the past four years 
by Mr. E. C. Christiansen, formerly of Ascent 
slon. The plant cane cut from the Fairview 
fields averaged 37^ tons, and the stubble 2S)4 
tons, and from 8000 tons a sugar product of a 
little over 1,500,000 pounds was realized, mak- 
ing the exceedingly fine average of more than 
187 pounds per ton of cane. It is said that 
doubters may verify these figures by applying 
to Mr. Morgan, and it Is pretty safe to assume 
that they can not be rivaled elsewhere in the 
Louisiana sugar district. Grinding was finished 
at Fairview New Year's eve. 

Messrs. Binnings & Maurin wound up the 
campaign at their Hope factory, near Jean- 
erette, on the 11th inst., with an output of 
about 3,000,000 pounds, which is very good for 
the weight of cane handled. Mr. August 
Dugas, of Donaldsonvllle, has been the oom- 
petent sugar boiler at Hope during the past 
four seasons. 

Messrs. H. T.-Ayraud and Hubert TrelUe, 
Jr., engineer and assistant respectively at 
Messrs. P. F. Bourgeois & Sons' Stonewall 
factory, Polnte Coupee parish, returned to 
their homes in this parish last week, having 
wound up their work for the season on the 9th 
inst. The output at Stonewall was 800,000 
pounds of fine quality open kettle sugar. 

The adjacent St. Maurice factory, owned by 
Messrs . Bourgeois & Stonaker, got through on 
New Tear's day, and made a total of aboat 
650,000 pounds of open kettle sweetness. Mr. 
J. C. Judlce, another well-known young As- 
censionite, was the sugar boiler at St. Maurice. 

The large Gramercy central factory, in St 
James, closed down a few -days ago with an 
output of about 11,000,000 pounds of sugar* 
The supply of cane obtained was entirely In- 
adequate to the capacity of the establishment^ 
and much better results are being figured on 
for the next grinding. 

Enumeration of the managerial change 
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spoken of in last] week's letter must be again 
deferred, owing to the length to which this 
Boreed has been drawn out. Ahcbnsion. 



Iberville. 

[Special Corretpoodence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
not been so favorable during the past week 
as planters would wish, for prospects look so 
good for the coming season everybody is eager 
and anxious to be at work. Some cane was 
planted, but the rains have suspended this work 
for the present. The rainfall for the 18th and 
19th exceeded three inches at Plaqueraine. 
The seed cane is reported to be good and is 
going a good ways, and if the cane can be 
planted early in the season there will be a per- 
ceptible increase in the acrea^je over last year. 

We have noticed with regret that the planters 
in general take less interest than they should 
In the meetings of the Louisiana Planters* 
Asaociation. and that Iberville perhaps takes 
less interest than any of her neighbors. One 
brilliant exception is Mr. Leonce M. Soniat, o£ 
Dorceyville. and his remarkable success as a 
planter and manufacturer may be held up as 
an example for all to follow. In union there 
is strength. Let the planters unite, for if they 
do not, many things of advantage to them will 
pass by unobserved, and measures to their cost 
and disadvantage inaugurated. The differential 
question should be brought before this body 
and its absurdity as well as the injury it would 
work to the planters fully illustrated. 

In addition to the purchase of the Dunboyne 
plantation, Mr. Alonzo Landry has leased the 
Palo Alto plantation, on the upper side, from 
the Carrol Real Estate Company, with the privi- 
lege of purchasing it. Palo Alto has an area of 
about 1200 acres, and annexed to Dunboyne 
makes one of the finest places In the parish. 
Mr. E. D. Leche is having the Dunboyne resi- 
dence repaired, and when completed will move 
his family there. The quarters at Dunboyne, 
too, are undergoing repairs, to the delight of 
numerous mechanics. 

Mr. William B. Robertson, of Plaquemine, is 
one who believes in doing all things at the 
proper time, and is the first of our planters to 
finish planting. He put in twenty acres more 
of cane this year than last. Mr. James M. 
Robertson, brother and neighbor of Mr. W. B. 
Robertson, reports the seed cane good. 

Mr. Charles Tircuit, of St. James, has been 
installed as manager at Myrtle Grove, and 
moved up last week with his family. 

Mr. W. P. Denny, of Bayou Goula, formerly 
manager of the Augusta plantation of the 
Geo. M. Murrell P. and M. Company, Limited, . 
has resigned his position and will work a 
part of Augusta as tenant. The tenants 
throughout the parish made a great deal more 
money than the managers last year and we 
doubt if they worked any harder. 

Mr. John T. Guyton, of Bayou Goula, will 
put in a much larger crop this year on Mrs. J. 
A. Collins' little plantation. 

Mr. Simon LeBlanc, of St. Gabriel, has 
rented Evergreen plantation from Mrs. Mary 
Gueymard and will put it in rice. Mr. LeBlanc 
will also cultivate the Virginia place in rice 
A^nd his own place, Montioello, in cane. 



Mr. Michael Schlater will, if he can find a 
purchaser, sell his Enterprise plantation on 
Bayou Jacob. 

Mr. Fayette Sharon, son of Mr. George 
Sharon, and Miss Rosa Marionneaux, daughter 
of Mr. C. Valiere Marionneaux, of Bayou 
Plaquemine, were married last Wednesday. 

Iberville. 

Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondence. j 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Thus far the new 
year has not been very propitious for those 
who are engaged in planting, as the weather 
has been such that but little has been accom- 
plished in the fields, although until the recent 
heavy rain the precipitations had been scant in 
quantity. Some little ploughing has been 
done; but the land in the majority of iLStances 
contained too much moisture to enable the 
plow to do good work. Although fully cog- 
nizant of the fact that to plough when the soil 
is not in condition Is detrimental, yet the de- 
sire to hasten field operations results in its be- 
ing done by many who live to regret it later in 
the season. 

The weather has been such that the fall 
plantings are again marking the rows— also 
the stubble — and from reports the seed cane is 
sprouting in the windrows; particularly where 
laid down somewhat early. The eyes are 
more elongated on black than sandy soils— the 
former absorb more heat, and in consequence 
are warmer and tend to hasten germination. 

The total output for the past campaign is 
another proof that comparatively dry seasons 
are better for the tropical cane in this latitude 
than when the precipitations are frequent and 
copious, particularly In May or June. 

Only on one place has planting commenced, 
that of Mr. Levi — the Island of Cuba planta- 
tion—it being the first to end the grinding last 
season. 

Even if there is not another stalk of cane 
planted during this month there will be ample 
time to accomplish the work even if the 
planters take the precaution of making haste 
slowly and doing the work well. One of the 
best crops ever made in this parish was in 
1868, when the weather was so wet that plant- 
ing did not begin in earnest until after the 
middle of February. In fact, the very best 
time to plant cane here is between the tenth 
and twenty -fifth of that month, for then the 
soil begins to get warm and the mother canes 
root at once and the eyes germinate with vigor. 

"Handling Cane at the Carrier,'' the subject 
to be discussed at the next meeting of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, is a 
very important one, and it is to be hoped 
much light will be thrown thereon. To lessen 
the cost ef putting the canes on the carrier is 
essential, yet not at the sacrifice of regularity, 
without which pounds of sugar per ton of cane 
will be lost, even with compound crushing. 
The speed of the carrier may play an important 
part, as it may be found better to have it 
travel, say, seventy feet per minute than at 
the rate of the mill rolls. 

Wednesday of last week was cloudy in the 
morning and showery in the afternoon; 
Thursday, misty; Friday, light showers ; Sat- 



urday, clouds and sunshine; Sunday, clear and 
cool; Monday, cloudy and cool'; Tuesday^ a 
very boisterous day, with showers at Intervals, 
and Wednesday morning threatening. 

The ofiicial weekl7 report furnished through 
the courtesy of Mr. J. T. Moore, Jr., Is as fol- 
lows: 

Temperature. Rainfall. Sanshine. 
January 10.79.0 60.0 .10 

" 11.74.0 68.0 .06 

** 12.83.0 66.0 .03 

*' 13.77.0 58.0 .45 

'^ 14.69.0 57.0 .25 

15.78.0 43.0 .09 

'' 16.56.0 42.0 .04 

73.0 56.0 1.02 

Tebrkbonnb. 

West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The past few 
weelis has been the worst so far experienced 
this January. Early Tuesday morning a 
rain set in, finally turning into a howling 
southeast gale, which continued until Wednes- 
day evening, when the wind gradually shifted 
around to the northwest, bringing clearing 
weather. This (Thursday) morning is bright 
and beautifully clear, but so much rain has 
fallen during the week that it will be dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, to accomplish any 
field work until next week. January set in 
very nicely, and during the first week 
considerable cane was planted, but the 
work so auspiciously begun has been se- 
riously interrupted by the more or less un- 
favorable weather. There is, however, one 
feature of the situation that Is extremely grati* 
fying. It is the fact that up to date the seed 
cane and stubble are in good condition, no 
cold sufficiently severe to injure either having 
yet been experienced. Of course it is decidedly 
too early to boast of our good fortune in this 
respect, because any number of things could 
happen during the next three months to seri- 
ously injure both plant and stubble; but still 
there is some satisfaction in reporting that so 
far *' all is well.*' It is quite safe to say that 
there will be no decrease in the cane acreage 
of the parish this year. On the contrary, there 
will, if anything, be an increase over last 
years' figures. 

Smithfield finished grinding a few days ago, 
after a long and successful run. There has, so 
it is understood, been a change in the direct 
management of this place. Mr. J. N. Ed- 
wards, the former manager, will take charge 
of one of the Milliken plantations on the lower 
coast, being succeeded at Smithfield by a Mr. 
Norman. 

The big Cinclare factory ground its last cane 
Thursday, having had a successful season, all 
things considered. This factory is already 
contracting for cane for the current year, on 
the basis of 80 cents per cent, as heretofore. 
The largest contract thus far made is with 
Fred. D Robertson, near Plaquemine, for 15,- 
000 tons. Additional improvements will be 
made at Cinclare this year, including another 
vacuum pan. 

Mr. Jas. H. Merrill, who has for several 
years cultivated the Pipes p^ntation near 
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Westover, has purchased the Key place on 
GrosseTete. 

Owin^ to the low price of the staple a great 
deal of cotton remains in the fields in 

West Baton Bouos. 



St. Mary. 

Cane planting has already commenced in 
many places, and the seed is exceptionally fine. 
Many hundreds of acres were planted in the 
fall, and that part of the work which was left 
OTer for sugar making is now heing carried 
forward. The increase in acreage will be 
about 25 per cent., and conditions so far in 
general are more favorable than for many 
years past. With no adverse circumstances, 
St. Macy will increase her lead as being the 
banner sugar parish in the State. — Franklin 
News, 

Vermilion. 

[Special Correspopdenoe.l 
Editor Louisianc^ Planter: The latter part 
of last week brought us good, cool, clear 
weather, and it even did more than that. It 
completely knocked out the superstitious 
theory that when the breast of a goose turnb 
white during the winter that all cold weather 
is over, for one of our bachelor friends invited 
us to a dinner where goose was served for the 
sixteenth course, and nicer, whiter meat I never 
saw carved from the front of any goose, but 
it was nary a time a sign that we would have 
no more cold weather, for the next day the 
thermometer registered 30 deg., and ice was in 
evidence on every hand. This beautiful, 
bracing weather was destined to be short- 
lived, for to-day shows the thermometer reg- 
istering 65 deg., and the rain pouring down in 
torrents. All farm work is stopped and will 
be at a standstill for several days to come. 

Your correipondent drove out to the Guey- 
dan country in the western part of Vermilion, 
last Thursday afternoon, and shared the kind 
hospitalities of ^^Uncle Dick^' Garland, of the 
Garland Ranch, Thursday night. Mr. Gar- 
land is one of the best posted and most wide- 
awake rice planters of the parish, and the re- 
lating of his early experiences in the rice 
culture In Vermilion, the advancement up to 
and Including the present, and the prospect 
for the future are certainly very Interesting. 
When he came to West Vermilion it was a 
wild, barren country with a cabin probably 
every ten miles, and the few Inhabitants that 
raised rice planted only small patches - for 
home use, and cleaned It with a mortar and 
pestle. Now In the same section there was 
planted last year in the neighborhood of 30,000 
acres of rice that Is Irrigated by artificial Irri- 
gation, employing over 50 pumping plants to 
furnish the necessary water; the largest of 
these, notably, Is the Gueydan plant, that has a 
capacity of flooding 15,000 acres, and still this 
is not large enough, for now this company is 
arranging to extend their mammoth irrigating 
canal a distance of ten miles further west, 
where they propose to tap the Bayou Queue 
de Tortue and put in another powerful pump- 
ing station. They will then extend east a 
distance of four miles from their present ter- 
minus to the east line of the Gueydan pasture^ 



When this is complete they will have a total of 
about twenty-five miles of canal and a capacity 
of Irrigating 80,000 acres of rice. The exten- 
sive preparations that are already being made 
in that country for the next crop is an evidence 
that those people never let the grass grow un- 
der their feet. But we must not forget to 
mention the improvements, real and in pros- 
pect, in the eastern part of the parish, or near 
Abbeville. Messrs. Wise & Lyons are extend- 
ing their canal back several miles further Into 
the Interior, and a Northern company, the 
name of which we are not permitted to reveal 
just yet, is figuring on a canal from Vermilion 
river west for a distance of ten miles. This 
company proposes to Invest $50,000 In an Irri- 
gating canal, and if put in from the Vermilion 
west will pass through the finest rice country 
In the State and will have an unfailing supply 
of water. Hall ct Slutz are now at work put- 
ting in their huge canal on Little Bayou, 
twelve miles south ot Abbeville. Their man- 
ager passed through Abbeville a few days ago 
with a force of hands and fifty head of mules 
and horses to put on the canal. 

The very unfavorable weather has brought 
cane planting to a dead standstill, but the seed 
is preserved splendidly and planting will be 
resumed as soon as the weather will permit. 

Mr. Isaac Wise, a large property owner of 
this parish, left here last Sunday morning for 
Europe. He will go direct to Nice, France, 
and will have his headquarters at the Hotel 
Beaurlvage. P. C. M. 

Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: In regard to the 
weather It Is not In every respect as fair and 
pleasant as the more Industrious and pushing 
planters would prefer to have It at this time. 

Not one, but all, seem to be anxious to get 
plows started to work as early as possible, 
preparatory to the busy cane planting season. 
We had considerable rain during the latter 
part of the past week, which, for the present, 
precludes the possibility of field work until the 
warm sun's rays shall have so dried the soil 
that It may be In proper condition for the 
plowman. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll, having advanced his field 
preparations during December and the first 
week of this month, was able to commence on 
the first days. of the past week to plant cane, 
succeeding well until the rain coming on 
forced the abandonment of further attempts at 
cane planting. 

1 understand that the seed cane, when taken 
up to plant, was found to be as sound as a gold 
dollar — better could not be wished for. 

Col. £. ^.. Lombard, representing the Citi- 
zens Bank, New Orleans, recently visited the 
Keary plantation (the bank's property), which 
has not for some years past yielded much. If 
any, revenue. After surveying the situation 
Colonel Lombard decided to have the place 
fenced in and put in cultivation. Three new 
houses will be built on the newly fenced land, 
and two old ones repaired for the reception of 
tenants. 

Mr. William Cansey, Bunkie Post Office, has 
in hand the Improvements for Mr« I^mbard, 



and will push the work in hand to an early com- 
pletion. Mr. Cansey has a nice farm adjoin- 
ing. Now plants com and cotton, but would 
prefer to go Into cane planting were he so sit- 
uated as to get his cane when grown to mar- 
ket. 

The old Keary place, as it is now termed by 
the inhabitants of the country, stood in the 
front ranks in ante-l>ellum days along with 
the many big sugar producing plantations sit- 
uated In Avoyelles parish, on Bayou Boeuf. 

It may seem strange to relate, but thirty* 
eight years ago found situated on Bayou Boeuf 
and In Avoyelles no less than eight sugar 
houses In operation, of which but one is left 
to-day. How wonderful the change which 
has taken place. The same broad fertile acres 
are here the same that they were In the past, 
but the vicissitudes of time have changed many 
old landmarks as well as older usages about 
which the present seems but little concerned. 
The object In bringing forward at this time 
these reminiscences Is to call attention to the 
possibilities of the country for the profitable 
production of cane, the resources of an inex- 
haustible soil, water and timber, fitted as it 
were by nature for the profitable construction 
and operation of central sugar factories, of 
which this section of country now stands 
sorely In need. 

While I am not positive, still I am under the 
Impression that Mr. A. D. Havard, Bunkie P. 
O., now the proprietor of the Boon vUle planta- 
tion, will increase his acreage to cane this 
year much above that of what it has l>een 
during the past two years. 

Mr. M. Bubenzer, Bunkie P. O., will con- 
tinue to improve his pretty place during the 
year, and enrich his lands, draining and in- 
creasing the number of his acres to cane. 

The Planter's scribe has been Informed 
that Mr. R. L. Foster, of the firm of J. L\ 
Payne & Co., New Orleans, has rented the 
Ewell plantation to an enterprising cane 
planter living near Evergreen, with the object 
In view, If I mistake not, of planting and In- 
creasing the acreage on the place to cane. 

The Planter's scribe learns from a reliable 
source that the Home Place sugar factory, 
Rapides, terminated the season some days 
past, with most gratifying results. 

With the adventof good weather, ploughlngr 
and planting cane will become the order of tbe- 
day. Erin. 

St. James. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The new year has 
given us as many samples of winter weather in* 
this latitude as It could well crowd Into the 
eighteen days that have come and gone since 
Its Inception. We have had it wet nnd coldr 
dry and wa^m, wet and mild, clear and cool, 
and even stormy. This expresses the 
phases of the elements since our last week's 
report In brief. It is now Wednesday noon; 
since this morning great gusts of wind, and at 
short Intervals a little deluge ot rain, is the 
order of the day. These acquainted with 
weather signs predict a cold wave which will 
probably result in a general freeze-out- WeUr 

[0OKTlNUBI>'OV^EA;aB 08.]: 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 

Berlin. 

Berlin, January 2, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Tbe week under 
review opened with the old moigt and sluggish 
weather, but on the second Christmas holiday 
(an institution unknown In America, I be- 
lieve) a very decided change has taken place 
and clear and bracing weather set In. 
There was, on Tuesday, it is true, another 
change, and it looked very much like thawing 
with the usual dampness and mud combined 
ahead, but fortunately these apprehensions 
have not been realized, and the latter days 
exhibited quite a seasonable, that is, winter- 
Wke character, so that, at last, the meteorolog- 
ical conditions became such as were desired by 
the sugar fabricants laboring since over a 
month's time under the most adverse circum- 
stances. Better late than never, we might ?ay, 
bat it is almost too late, for the bulk of the fac- 
tories have done working, and most of them 
complain of more or less important losses in 
the yield. Somewhat variable but predomi- 
nantly cold weather has also prevailed in the 
other beet countries of Europe, where, by the 
way, the campaign is practically finished. 
There will be hardly any material change in 
the estimates previously stated in these let- 
ters, and the interest is now gradually turn- 
ing over to the area to be sown next year, 
some contracts for beets of next campaign 
being already concluded. The general opinion 
is that no material increase will take place on 
account of the prices of cereals being a good 
deal higher than last year. 
' Bat this view may change in a measure, if 
the sugar prices should experience a further 
rise prior to the sowmgs in the spring. But 
beet and cane growers should bear in mind 
that the prospects which are in the wa}' to 
slowly improve would be made to turn again 
to the wrong side if sowings and plantings 
are affected without due regard to the real re- 
quirements of the trade and of consumption. 
As we are on the threshold of a new year it 
may be of some use and interest to examine 
briefly the present situation and draw some 
conclusions with regard to the course of the 
market in the future. There are several points 
in favor of the latter, especially as compared 
with last year. First of all the beet crop of the 
carrent campaign, partly in consequence of 
smaller sowings in several countries, will be 
smaller than last year's, which exceeded its 
predecessor by no less than 520,000 tons. The 
consumption has in some countries greatly 
increased. In Germany and Austria this is, 
qaite apart from other circumstances, the case 
because of the change of legislation, which 
caused the dealers to All their stocks in ad- 
vance, so that in 1898-97 the demand was cor- 
respondingly less. This year, however, the 
consumption is much larger, and this 
not only for the reason just mentioned, 
but also on account of a material im- 
provement in the economical condition of 
the people, which on the otlier hand 
is conducive to a large increase of population, 
with regard ^o which I might add, that in 1896 



the surplus of births over the deathjs amounted 
in Germany to 815,000, and from the develop- 
ment industrial and commercial matters have 
taken in 1897, a still greater difference can l>e 
fairly expected. Another point of importance is 
the rise of the prices of cereals, which I have 
touched on already above, and which leads to 
the belief that the Rowings will keep within 
reasonable bounds, and with no exaggerated 
increase of the production we may be sure to 
reach at last more manageable stocks than we 
have had for a long time. A somewhat uncer- 
tain factor this year is the Cuba crop, the esti- 
mates of which are already a little higher than 
last year. But notwithstanding the recent 
inauguration of an almost independent govern- 
ment the re-establishing of peace and order 
does not seem to be sufficiently advanced to 
vouchsafe a speedy recuperation of the much 
afflicted island. As to our own country a little 
shade is in the picture, inasmuch as America 
will surely not buy on this side as much 
as last year, but it is well known that the tariff 
purchases of last year, though freeing Europe 
of a large part of her surplus stocks, have 
weighed on the markets of the world never- 
theless, and if really America this year will be 
only a small buyer in Europe, there will be at 
least no overstocks over there keeping business 
in a languishing condition, and seeing that 
prices have risen already from their lowest 
point of 8s. 2^d. at London to 98. 6^d., the 
present quotation, it will be admitted that the 
basis for a gradual improvement is given, 
provided producers and owners either by 
growing or by offering injudiciously, do not 
destroy the fair prospects now ahead. 

As a fact effectually strengthening the pres- 
ent position can be also considered the last 
(November) importation into England. Ex- 
pressed in raw value it amounted to 169,467 
tons, as against 117,787 tons, which means an 
increase of upward of 50,000 tons. English 
trade has kept for a long time ^oof, but now it 
seems to have been forced to All the gaps of 
the stocks In the hands of dealers. General 
stocks, however, remain small, and, therefore, 
it may be with some amount of certainty sur- 
mised that England must continue buying on 
a larger scale. Unfortunately in the former 
months importation left sometimes much to be 
desired, and, therefore, it must be feared that 
the deficit, which is now about 70,000 tons, will 
not be wholly covered. 

The markets have been in the week after the 
holidays as buoyant as in the previous period, 
a fact which causes great astonishment all 
around, as at this time business generally is in 
a lifeless condition. At the close the tendency 
has become a little quieter, but the under cur- 
rent continues strong, and no material drop of 
prices is thought probable, although some 
fluctuations may occur — without which, by the 
way, the market would be of little interest. 
Selleis, of course, would want only fluctua- 
tions in a rising direction. Prices close at 
Magdeburg for actual 88 per cent, sugar at 
10.30 marks to 10.45 marks, and at Hamburg at 
9.52 marks f. o. b. for delivery December. Ke- 
fined are quiet, but 26 pfennigs higher. 

BOBERT HBNNIG. 



Primitive Quiana. 

Mr. Quintin Hogg's description of his first 
visit to Devonshire Castle, given in his evi- 
dence before the Royal Commissioners, is very 
amusing reading. He said : 

"' Some 20 or 30 years ago I bought an es* 
tate, the last estate in Esseqnibo, and there 
was a large tract of country belonging to it 
of abandoned estates. One day I rode along 
and came to a place, the last village on the 
coast, and saw a couple of girls, about 16 or 
18, stark naked, running a race down a public 
road. The place was in a perfect swamp; 
there was about 300 or 400 people living there ; 
they could not get to their houses, any one of 
them, dry -footed; the houses were kept some 
four or five feet off the ground with some cranky 
old supports. I sent for the head men and said : 
^^ If I give you a koker '' (that is a tube which 
would drain the land at low water, such as is. 
always used there), *' will you look after it 
and keep it right? •' They said they would da 
it with great pleasure;- so I went to an ex- 
pense of over $1000 draining their village, and . 
I assisted them with a black schoolmaster, and 
fixed up their schoolhouses for them. When 
I went back eighteen months afterward I 
found the village in exactly the same condi- 
tion as I had left it— swamped. I sent for the 
head man. I said: *' Now, what is the mean- 
ing of this? ^^ ^^Ah, massa, koker he leak. ^^ 
I rode along the draining trench, and soon 
came to a solid stop-off of mud in the trench 
leading to their koker. What had happened 
was tills : The koker had been put in with the 
usual surrounding of wood ; the sun had made^ 
the wood slightly shrink, so that the water 
trickled through between the iron and tlie 
wood. In preference to any man in the vil- 
lage doing that work they had put in a stop- 
off, and remained eighteen months swamped, 
without any drainage of any kind. I give 
that as an illustration, showing really how 
very indolent black men can be when there iS: 
no white man to lead them. 

Did they suffer from the village being 
swamped? It made the place look uninhabit- 
able to our European idea. 

Did they suffer? They must have. No 
men can live with impunity in absolutely un- 
drained land with stagnant water all around 
their places permanently. And then they met 
me and asked me whether they could have a 
white man instead of a black man to teach 
them. I told them I would give them nothing 
but a gallows until they took out that stop-off 
and make the drain right.— Detncrara Argosy. 



Mr. E. P. Stone, who was chemist during 
the past campaign at Governor Warmoth's fine 
place on the lower coast, paid us an appre- 
ciated visit last Tuesday. Mr. Stone was on hia 
way to his home in New Hampshire^and expects 
to seek the sunny South again next year. He 
has established an excellent record for himself 
as a sugar house chemist. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of Magnolia plantation, 
in Assumption parish, which turned oat tliis 
year some of the finest sugars ever sent to this 
market, was a guest of the St. Charles Hotel 
a week ago. 
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BEET SUOAR. 



Watsonville, California. 

From time to time during the past six 
iQOnths exchanges have published a report 
that the Watsonville beet factory would not 
he operated during 1898. The Pojaronian be- 
lieved that no such conclusion had been 
reached by the factory owners, and when, in 
the Chrstimas CalU Clans Spreckels gave an 
estimate of the sugar production of the Wat- 
sonville mill during the campaign of 1898 we 
lelt Gonfldent that the mill would be operated. 
Mr. Sprecltels does what he says he will do. 
We have been informed this week that the 
Watsonville mill will run this year as usual, 
barring destruction of the plant by fire or other 
cause not under control of the owners; and 
the active work of preparing for the campaign 
will soon commence. This information comes 
from the factory management, and can be re- 
lied upon. 

The factory management also states that all 
J[)eets grown in the Pajaro valley, are to be 
milled at the Watsonville factory; and that 
means that beets can be delivered there as in 
the past, by team. The relations between the 
factory owners and farmers are to be as in the 
past, and farmers can reliably figure on getting 
the old price for beets. The question of the 
disposition of the 1898 beet crop has prevented 
free signing of contracts, as Pajaro valley 
farmers feared that beets would have to be 
delivered at Spreckels, which involved a pay- 
ment of 50 cents per ton for freight. Now 
that the uncertainty on that point has been 
removed, and all Pajaro valley beets are to be 
milled at the Watsonville factory, which is to 
ruB as usual next fall unless tire, earthquake 
or other cause beyond the control of the 
factory owners shall destroy their plant- 
there is no cause for further delay in signing 
contracts by all who wish to raise sugar beets. 

Pajaro valley has now several thousand 
acres of land which can be profitably devoted 
to sugar beet farming this year, and this land 
is apt to be given over to the. beet crop now 
that the questionable part of the contract has 
been cleared. 

Next Saturday will be the pay day for all 
beets delivered during December. 

The work of cleaning up and getting ready 
for the 1898 campaign will commence next 
week. 

Henry Miller's pulp contract calls for 25,000 
tons, of which he is receiving about forty-two 
carloads per week. 

John Lacrabere, at his place near the fac- 
tory, is pulp feeding about 800 head of cattle 
and lOOQ head of sheep. 

At the Koster cattle yards, adjoining the 
factory, about 800 head of cattle and 2500 head 
of sheep are being fattened on pulp. 

Work is now going with a rush at the 
Spreckels factory. Superintendent Waters is 
on the ground personally directing construc- 
tion. 

Seventy -five seeders are to be made at the 
Watsonville shops this winter. Quite a crew 
of men will be employed at this work. 

The announcement that the Watsonville 
laill Is to run this year, and that Pajaro valley 



beets will be sliced at the home factory. Is 
welcome news for the people of this valley . 

Contracts for 1898 can be signed at the Wat- 
sonville beet factory ofiice. The beets will be 
milled at the Watsonville factory, and hence 
there is no danger of 50 cents deduction for 
freight. 

Men are working night and day loading 
cars at the big pulp silo across the slough. 
Henry Miller is getting moat of the supply. 
It Is probable that the big silo will be cleaned 
of pulp before the summer opens. 

The beet factory at Eidy, New Mexic3, only 
ran six weeks, owing to a short crop. It han- 
dled 6000 tons of beets. The poor yield has 
discoura;i(ed farmers, and the land company 
will handle much of the acreage this year. 
From three to four tons per acre was all that 
was obtained from several fields, and of course 
that meant a loss. 

The beet factory and the growing of the 
sugar beets have been most effective agents in 
bringing prosperity to this city and valley. 
Without this industry this community would 
not have escaped a visitation of the stringent 
'* hard times '* which other sections of the 
country have experienced. Now that the only 
poiut of difference in the 1898 contract has 
been removed the sugar beet industry should 
show strongly to the front in the Pajaro valley 
this year. 

H. O. Urotheer, the Spreckels Company Is 
superintendent of beet fields, was around Mon- 
day notifying tenants on the Spreckels lands 
that the company requests them to plant to 
beets two-thirds of the land instead of one- 
third ae their contracts call for. Of course it 
is optional with them whether or not they will 
plant more than their contracts call for, but 
they will probably be glad of the chance. This 
fact is taken to mean that the company feels 
assured the factory will be completed in time 
to handle this season's crop. — Pajaronian^ Jan- 
uary IS. 

The Beet Sugar Industry In Indiana. 

[Address to the State Board of Comroeroe, at 
Indianapolis, delivered by the Evans^iUe Manu- 
facturers' Association, January 9.] 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: The diversifi- 
cation of industry is one of the most fruitful 
sources of national greatness and prosperity. 
The failure to grasp this truth in all its 
branches has been as tumbling block to many a 
nation, whose boundless material resources, 
properly developed, would have placed it as 
the individual conqueror of the earth. There 
is but li tie necessity, however, to indulge 
such thoughts as these at the present time, for 
all the nations of the world are practically 
combatants for commercial supremacy, and 
leaving no opportunity to escape that will 
assist in its realization, hence it is that the 
beet sugar industry is attracting world-wide 
attention, its success in one country spurring 
the rest to imitate the example. The cultiva- 
tion of sugar beets in Europe, more particu- 
larly in Germany and France, has proved so 
profitable that It only needed the assurance 
that it could be done with equally good results 
in the United States to spur the American 
farmer to undertal^e it on an extensive scale. 
The first efforts in this direction were richly 



rewarded, and it is practically demonstrated 
that the sugar beet successful culture justified 
the introduction of t>eet sugar manufacture. 
Both to-day are among the most striking 
proofs of American energy and enterprige 
that have ever been presented to the world. 
The establishment of beet sugar factories 
will also be the upbuilding of our dairy in- 
terests, which would make our people pros- 
perous. The raising of more com and wheat 
in competition with ourselves and with 
Russia, India and South America will keep 
our noses to the grindstone! The cultiva- 
tion of sugar beets has 1>een shown to be so 
profitable that the farming element all over 
the country are experimenting with beet cult- 
ure. Secretary Wilson, of the Agricultural 
Department, is furnishing all necessary infor- 
mation and beet seed to all who wish to makr 
the trial. Mr. Wilson should be commended 
for the interest he is taking to advance one 
agricultural interests. When the farmer is 
prosperous we will all share part of the bene- 
fits! In fact, we must look to the farmer to 
help build up our cities! 

The average price of sugar beets is about $4 
per ton the world over delivered at the factory, 
and the average yield per acre is from twelve 
to fifteen tons. The cost of cultivation is about 
$20 per acre; this includes the rent of land and 
the delivery of beets to the factory, which in- 
sures a net profit of from $25 to $30 per acre. 
When raising com or wheat they don't realize 
over $8 or $10 per acre, and in most cases they 
have not been able to get back the amount 
paid for their labor, much less other expenses. 
Taking those facts in consideration, should it 
not stimulate us to take some action y There- 
are nine sugar factories in operation in the 
United States at the present time, location and 
daily capacities being as follows. Rome, N. 
Y., 200 tons of beets per day; Lehi, Utah, 360 
tons: Los Alamitos, Cal.. 350 tons; Eddy, N. 
M., 200 tons; Chino, Cal., 700 tons; Norfolk, 
Neb., 250 tons; Grand Island, Neb., 350 tons; 
Alvarado, Cal., 500 tons, and Watsonville, Cal., 
1000 tons, and the Claus Spreckels factory at 
Salinas, Cal., which is now being built will 
have a capacity of 3000 tons of beets per day. 
The benefits accruing to merchants and trades- 
men in the vicinity of these factories are im- 
mense, and evidence of prosperity may be wit- 
nessed on all sides, directly attributable to the 
progress of this new industry. Together with 
these financial benefits there is another fact 
not to be overlooked, as it cuts quite a figure in 
the economies of the industry. After the extrac- 
tion of the sugar from the beets there remains 
about 50 per cent, of beet pulp, which is excel- 
lent food for cattle, swine and sheep. As a 
milk producer this pulp has shown such good 
results that the vicinity of a beet sugar factory 
has been deemed the best of locations for a 
creamery or cheese factory. The importance 
of this industry from a mechanical standpoint is 
also one that can not well be overlooked — 
the investment in machinery already amounts 
to several million dollars. A properly- 
equipped beet sugar factory is immense; the 
machinery is intricate and costly in Its charac- 
ter. Most all the beet sugar machinery is now 
imported from Europe, but it will not take 
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long for the American mechanic to wake up to 
the emergency. Already American manufact- 
urers are beginning to manufacture partB of tlie 
machinery required, and in a few years it will 
all be manufactured at home. This means a 
great addition to our consumtionof iron, which 
is now seelcing new markets in all parts of the 
world. The capital thus invested will yield a 
handsome return to all engaged in it and will 
go far to open an escape valve for the energy 
now seeking employment, and new and more 
profitable fields of employment. What is 
there to prevent us from making all our sugars? 
We certainly have more advantages than our 
friends across the water. The European 
farmers start with a cost of about $15 per acre 
for land rent, and $16 per acre for fertilizer, 
And it may be presumed that the cost to the 
average European farmer is the sanie. Our 
great advantage lies in the fact that our farm- 
ers are common proprietors not paying a 
cash rent, and our land for a while, if properly 
cultivated, will not need much expenses in the 
way of fertilization. We are interested in the 
success of our own State, and I believe that the 
State of Indiana can show more natural ad- 
vantages that are favorable to the beet sugar 
industry than any other State in the Union. 
We have the richest of land, mostly inhabited 
by thrifty German farmers, also plenty of cheap 
coal for fuel, and an unlimited supply of lime 
and stone, and an abundance of water, which 
are the most important factors in the manufact- 
are of beet sugar. Not long ago Secretary 
Wilson, of the United States Agricultural 
Bureau, sent his chief chemist, Dr. Wiley, 
into our section, the southern part of this 
State, and I had the pleasure of making sev- 
eral trips in the country with the gentleman, 
while he was investigating our conditions, 
and Dr. Wiley expressed his surprise 
at the thousands of acres of our rich 
bottom lands, and the cheapness of coal— in 
fact, Evansville Is built on a belt of coal and 
our hills are full of limestone, and we also 
have plenty of water; in addition we have 
good transportation facilities, both by river 
and rail. In a speech by Dr. Wiley to our 
bosiness people, he said : ^^ You have been 
hiding your light under a bushel I You have 
been too modest! You should let the world 
know of your advantages!''^ In fact, he stated 
Vanderburg county was the best place he ever 
gaw for the development of this new industry. 
^^ I hope that you, gentlemen, will pardon me 
for talking so much about my part of the State. 
The fact is that I am only repeating what has 
been pointed out to me by experts. I am 
proud to live in the city of Evansville, and I 
am proud to know that it is part of the great 
State of Indiana, of which we all have a right 
to feel proud." 

Our section of the State has been experi- 
menting with beet culture on a considerable 
scale during the past year. Our Manufacturers- 
Association, in connection with the Business 
Men's Association and with assistance of the 
railroads, have distributed beet seed to 500 
farmers throughout our district for experi- 
mental purposes. We have had sixty-five 
analyses made of the beets raised; half of these 
were made at Washington, D. 0., and the other 



half at the Purdue Experiment Station, These 
analyses were made from time to time as the 
beets developed, in order that we might know 
at what stage they took up the largest amount 
of sugar contents. Considering the late plant- 
ing of seed and the Imperfection in cultivation, 
as it is yet new to our farmers, the results were 
more than gratifying. The question now is, 
what can we do to secure for Indiana fifty 
beet sugar factories in the next six or eight 
years, as there is room for that number or 
moreV 

There is plenty of capital ready to embark 
in any safe undertaking that promises a fair 
return on their investment, and there is no 
gentleman here whose community would not 
extend a helping hand to start a factor} . 
There should not be a man in the State of In- 
diana who would not take off his coat and 
work early and late to secure a plant in his 
community. We meet here to devise plans 
for the forward march of progress, and 1 have 
full faith through this body here assembled 
will come some new inspiration and new life 
to further the upbuilding of this important 
industry. We must further bear in mind that 
the American people are the greatest sagar 
eaters on the face of the earth, and, with our 
jelly-making and frult-cannlng industries, i 
will only have the tendency to Increase the 
consumption of sugar from time to time, so 
you can see that we have an unlimited field in 
which to expand our energies. It behooves us 
to keep this matter agitated until some results 
are obtained. The United States has been a 
long time coming to the point, for our beet 
sugar Industry seems likely to make rapid 
progress. We are Interested In our own State, 
and It is our duty to arouse capital and point 
out our resources and advantages. 

F. Grotk, 
Chairman Beet Sugar Committee of Evansville 
Manufacturers'' Association. 



Beet Sugar in America. 

The agricultural experiment station in Mis- 
souri does not encourage the farmers of that 
State to go into the cultivation of sugar beets, 
but the tests of the College of Agriculture in 
Cornell University are very encouraging to the 
farmers of New York. Tests of beets from 
272 plats. In twenty- two counties, gives an 
average of very close to 17 tons of beets to the 
acre and of 16 per cent, of sugar in the beets. 
Both of these results are high. Thirteen to 
fifteen per cent, of sugar is common and the 
yield is usually 12 to 14 tons to the acre, 
though with careful cultivation It has frequently 
run a good deal above 20 tons. 

Test plats and laboratory experiments prob- 
ably give rather better results than general 
field culture and factory work. The experi- 
ments are in no sense decisive except for half 
a dozen counties. Of the 272 plats from which 
beets were tested 234 were In six counties ; as 
to the other 16 counties it can not be said that 
enough is yet known to warrant the opinion 
that sugar beet raising would pay In them. 

Sixteen per cent, of sugar from 17 tons of 
beets gives a little more than 6000 pounds of 
sugar to the acre. Four dollars and a half a 
ton for the beets at 17 tons to the acre would 



be a little more than l>^o. a pound for the 
sugar In the beets. A factory getting its beets 
at this price would be a very profitable oon- 
cern, while the farmer who got $76.50 an acre 
for his gross crop would be on the high road to 
prosperity. Three dollars a ton would be a 
very high allowance for his expenses, and it 
would leave him a net profit of $25.50 per 
acre. That compares very favorably with 70 
cents a bushel for 14 bushels of wheat per 
acre, the costs of cultivation to be deducted 
from these gross receipts of $9.80. 

How favorable the above figures are may be 
appreciated from the fact that in the past season 
in the Watsonville factory, California, 86,351 
tons of beets yielded 10,885 tons of sugar, or 

13.3 per cent, of the weight of the b6ets, while 
the results of another very large run were only 
12.5 per cent, of sagar. Yet the factory pays 
$4 a ton for beets and is apparently prosperous. 
At a recent meeting In Ogden, Utah, of gentle- 
men who proposed to go into the beet sugar 
manufacture a stockholder In the factory at 
Lehi said that for the past two years that fac- 
tory had paid dividends of 37>^ per cent, an- 
nually, and in his opinion the factory at Ogden 
could make more money than the factory at 
Lehi. But the last season was a bad one for 
the farmers near the Lehi factory. A dispatch 
from Alvarado, Cal., says that from 6000 acres 
the farmers would harvest only 45,000 tons of 
beets Instead of the 80,000 that they expected. 
This Is only 7}4 ^^^^ to the acre Instead of 
more than 13 tons. But the farmers were 
none the less determined to raise beets next 
year; for beets they were sure of $4 a ton; 
even on the poor yield of last season this 
would be $30 an acre on a certainty, but they 
would of course have a right to expect some- 
thing a good deal better than the minimum 
production. Even with a moderately poor 
yield they could scarcely lose and might make 
a little. 

From Iros Alamltos 30,000 tohs of beets 
yielded 14.6 per cent. In sugar, the crop being 

10.4 tons to the acre, and the receipts of the 
farmers $88, very nearly, to the acre. Here 
the yield of sugar to the acre on nearly 3000 
acres was 3390 pounds. 

The records of the Belgian beet sugar pro- 
duction for nine years shows an Increase of 
more than 56 per cent. In the acreage; the 
yield of beets per acre ranged from 10.4 tons 
to 15.6 tons, and averaged 12.8 ; the percent- 
age of sugar in the beets varied from 11.9 to 
13.2, and the yield of sugar per acre averaged 
3495 pounds. — yew York Journal of Commerce, 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, one of Ascension's 
leading lights in a sugar planting way, was a 
recent visitor to New Orleans. Mr. Barton 
registered at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Col. J. W. Barnett, of Sbadyslde, was a guest 
of the St. Charles Hotel on Monday last. 

Mr. E. Cherbonnier, a prominent sugar 
planter of St. James parish, was in the city on 
a visit a few days ago, and put up at the Hotel 
Royal. 

H. C. Boas, Esq., of Iberia parish, where he 
has extensive interests of a sugar planting na- 
ture, was among the recent visitors to Xew Or- 
leans. 
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Discussion at the Meeting of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation on Thursday Evening, 
January 13* 1898. 

Crystallization in Motion. 

Judge Emile Bost in the chair. 
The Chairman — since the last meeting of 
this association one our most valued members 
has been called away; we have lost the val- 
ued services of Mr. L. C. Keever. Mr. Keever 
died since our last meeting, and it would be 
eminently proper that this association should 
put on record a resolution referring to the 
loss which the association has sustained. 

Mr. L. M. Sonlat — I move that a committee 
of three be appointed to draw up a set of reso- 
lutions touching upon the death of Mr. Keever. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

The Chairman— I will appoint on this com- 
mittee Mr. L. M. Soniat, Mr. Bouchereau and 
Col. George G. Zenor. 

(The resolution passed by the association 
appeared in our last issue.) 

The Chairman— I will state that the subject 
of Cryatallization in Motion has been before 
the association for several months. At the De- 
cember meeting Mr. E. P. Eastwicic was rep- 
resented by Mr. Dearborn, who came here 
with a paper prepared on this subject. There 
being no meeting that night, for want of a 
quorum, the discussion was postponed until 
this evening, and the subject this evening will 
therefore be *' Crystallization in Motion," and 
the first paper read will be that of Mr. East- 
wick, and afterward Mr. Joseph E. Kohn will 
have a paper. He is the consulting engineer 
of the Kilby Manufacturing Company. Mr. 
Eastwick will please present his paper. 

Mr. Eastwick read his paper, at the conclu- 
sion of which a vote of thanks was tendered 
him, and on motion, duly seconded and car- 
ried, it was ordered published in the ofiicial 
joiumal This was followed by the reading of 
Mr. Kohn*s paper, similar action being taken. 

Both papers appeared in full in our last issue. 

The Chairman— These are the only two 
papers on the subject of crystallization in 
motion. The Chair will state, as an enqourage- 
ment to the discussion of these papers that last 
week, through the kindness of Mr. Eastwick, a 
number of planters went down the river to the 
Beka plantation, where the crystallizer was in 
operation; and the Chair, without going into 
details, will state that when visiting the sugar 
house we found in place of the usual long, 
ceiled ani steam heated hot room, an iron 
cylinder, closed at both ends, and having 
somewhat the shape of the model which you see 
before you; the cylinder which we saw seemed 
to be about 13 or 20 feet long by 6 feet in dia- 
meter, and seemed to be revolving very slowly. 
That was all we could see. We were shown 
the contents of the cylinder and were told that 
this masse cuite in the cylinder after turning 
for twenty-four to thirty hours— for a space of 
time — would then be turned into the mixer, and 
the masse cuite was then ready for the cen- 
trifugals. The secretary brought with him a 
sample of the sugar dried in the machine, 
from the charge m this apparatus, and this 
sample will be passed around to show you 
gentlemen. Any person can see the sample of 
the grain that is made by crystallization in 
motion. I shall be glad to have the matter dis- 
cussed by the members of the association. 

Colonel Zenor — I just want to ask for infor- 
mation. I just want to ask if any one wit- 
nessed the operation of this practical test; 
whether there was as much sugar per ton by 
this process as is usually obtained from what 
we call our ^^ second" and '* third " sugars. 
This involves a good many inquiries that may 
be asked, and a good deal of talk might be 
expended to get at the facts and the value of 
the machine. 

Mr. W. J. Tliompson — Both papers which 
have lieen read hereto-night claim on purely 
theoretical grounds an extraction greater in 



sugar from the molasses than by the old pro- 
cess. May I ask Mr. Eastwick whether he has 
the purity of the molasses which has been pro- 
duced in this manner? 

Mr. Eastwick— Yes, I made tests of that my- 
self, and the results were these : I found with a 
65 coefficient of purity, the masse cuite 66 co- 
efficient of purity ; that in eighteen hours it 
could be worked off — that is, after being in the 
crystallizer, it could be worked off, producing 
molasses from 32 to 40; the lowest reached 
was 30, the average being 38, probably, in a 
series of experiments made with a coefficient of 
purity, the masse cuite having a coefficient of 
purity of about 56 and drained then wi th i he mo- 
lasses not lower than 66. Mr. Oxnard told me he 
has been using this process for some time; not 
my apparatus, but the Kilby apparatus ; that 
his custom there is to take 65 coefficient of 
purity and leave it in the crystallizer from 
eighteen to twenty-four hours, then work the 
molasses off into centrifugals. He then gets 
about 38, or say somewhere between 30 and 40 
coefficient of purity of molasses. He then lets 
this molasses run into tanks, or a large recep- 
tacle in the ground, where it is left until the 
end of the season, and to this he has connected 
a magna pump with which he pumps the mo- 
lasses back and once more passes it through 
the centrifugals. He claims he has got his 
molasses down to 23. He claims, also, there 
is no inversion. 

Mr. Thompson — Is that coefficient of purity 
of 23 determined by the single or double polar- 
ization? 

Mr. Eastwick— By the polariscope. Of course 
there is a certain amount of inversion which 
takes place, a fermentation of levulose, which 
makes the polariscope test. 

Mr. Thompson — Let me say, if our experience 
is worth anything, the fermentation which you 
spea]^ of as taking place in these wagons is of 
glucose and not of sucrose. For many sea- 
sons we have controlled all the sucrose 
and glucose, and solids, into our wagons; 
we have also controlled it to determine the 
pounds of sugar, coming out the wagons 
— both sucrose and glucose. The su- 
crose which goes in comes out pound 
for pound;. the glucose goes in and disappears 
Id a large measure, with a rise of purity in 
consequence; the disappearance has been one 
of glucose. Now that is the result of a number 
of years of experience. Mind you, these 
are not theories. 

Mr. Eastwick -You make that test by polar- 
iscope. 

Mr. Thompson— Yes, sir. 

Mr. Eastwick — Don't you think in standing 
that way in a wagon that there is a fermenta- 
tion of levulose. I state this from my own 
practical experience. I found in Louisiana 
sugars there is a fermentation which is not 
very obvious— you don't notice it, but there is 
a fermentation going on there with the pro- 
duction of levulose which causes the polar- 
iscope to polarize very much lower than actu- 
ally exists. 

Mr. Thompson— For which reason we use 
double polarization. 

Mr. Eastwick— But you stated with the sin- 
gle polarization. 

Mr. Thompson— The double polarization is 
correct. This gives a purity in one case of 10, 
and in the other of 16 I don't expect you to 
believe it in this case. I would not believe it 
myself if anybody else had told it. 

Mr. Eastwick— Twenty -three is as low as I 
have ever heard. 

Mr. Thoppson— Dr. Wiley sent Mr. Hubert 
Edson down to see if there was not some error. 
From the fact that we did not believe our 
figures. He concluded we were all right. Mr. 
Edson has remained with us nine years. 

Mr. Eastwick — These are interesting results, 
and I have never beard of them before. 

Mr. Thompson — La pounds of sugar there is 
a very great difference. 

Mr, Eastwick — Have you determined in the 
first place the amount of sucrose which you 



have in your juice, and then take the amount 
of sugar and molasses that you produced— 
estimate your loss and check that ap in that - 
way to find out whether the test of your mo- 
lasses could be as low as that? 

Mr. Thompson— That has been done year 
after year. 

There is no contradiction in our work. 
There is no disappearance in sucrose; 
rose; but of glucose there is a very decided 
disappearance. 

Mr. Churchill— I have been connected for a 
number of years with a large molasses refinery 
here, and I find quite frequently molasses as 
low as 18 purity— I found once 16 purity; fre- 
quently 22 and 23, though it generally rtms up 
to about 30. 

Colonel Zenor- 1 would like to ask Mr. 
Thompson about the amount of molasses — ^the 
number of gallons he gets on an average per 
1000 pounds of sugar? 

Mr. Thompson— I don't know anything about 
it— I don't remember; that matter varies so 
with the purity of the juice which we start 
with. We pay little or no attention to what are 
generally termed ** industrial figures." As to 
the pounds of sugar, glucose, non-sugar, etc., 
we are informed, l)ut as to gallons we do 
not know anything about them at all; but 
we have had— I think I am within limits when 
J say fourteen calloDs; but I may be away 
off. I am speaking simply fomr memory. 

Colonel Zenor — Is not the amount of mo- 
lasses that is left the residue, we may say, of 
the product — is not that an indication to a cer- 
tain extent of the amount of extraction? 

Mr. Thompson— No, it is not; it is so 
largely infiuenced by the character of the 
juice which you start with. 

Colonel Zenor — I base that upon this fact. I 
have known men in the open kettle process to 
get as much as sixty, possibly seventy gallons of 
molasses to a thousand pounds of sugar, 
whereas, by the vacuum and centrifugal pro- 
cess, it is reduced as low as you may say, per- 
haps twelve or fifteen. 

Mr. Thompson — ^Yes, in that neighborhood. 

Colonel Zenor — I think it attributable largely 
to the percent of sugar extracted. 

Mr. Thompson— So it is. 

Colonel Zenor— I would ask, in connection 
with this, Mr. Eastwick, you stated that, if I 
understand your paper, you take in enotigh 
syrup, or firsts, as we term it, to make a crystal 
in your pan. What percent of the first, of 
syrup, is taken in comparison to the amount of 
seconds that you draw in before you strike 
into your machine? 

Mr. Eastwick — Taking in syrup Is simply 
done for the purpose of gaining time for your 
seconds. The whole idea is to get a start of 
the grain before you put it in the crystallizer. 
You don't try to build on that grain in the 
vacuum pan ; you simply get a start, then you 
put in the crystallizer— the idea being to build 
on that grain which you start in the pan. Lf 
you take your seconds and attempt to get 
grain it will take a long time. We don't do it 
in a comparatively short time— less than an * 
hour— sometimes can not do it at all. In order 
to hasten that I generally take in a very little 
firsts— very little syrup. Now, the strike I took 
in at Beka, in what would correspond to say 
a 9-foot pan, was say aboutl inch of 30 Baum^ 
syrup out of a tank about 6x8; you can not 
imagine what a small quantity that was. 

Colonel Zenor— I should not think that 
would be enough to cover the bottom. 

Mr. Eastwick — ^It is onlj^ to raise the purity 
of the low stuff and get a grain within a rea- 
sonable time. 

Colonel Zenor— I asked that because there are 
a good many in the State that take, say, one- half 
of a strike of the first sugars out of the pan^ 
leaving one-half in the pan, and then fill up., 
with these seconds and boil it to crystallization , 
and get a very fine result from It. I have had " 
sugar made in that way about one-half seconds ^^^ 
that would sell as high on the market as any.:./ 
yellow clarified. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



January 22, 1898.] 



IHE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND BUGAB MANUFAOTUBBb. 



59 



Hr. Eastwick— In your case of ooorseyou 
have the crystal already formed — your first 
suffars -and yoa keep hoillnji: on that crystal — 
it u really a cut strike that does not correspond 
with crystallization in motion. 

Colonel Zenor — There Is another point. We 
will say on a plantation malting, just for illosr 
tration, 100,000 pounds of sugar a day. It is 
presumed that say 30 per cent, of that will be 
second sugars, and 70 per cent, would be firsts, 
which would be a gooa result. You take that 
30 per cent, and put it in your receptacle. You 
would have, I should say, out of that amount 
of sugar, per day, about seven of eight 
thousand gallons of seconds from that amount 
of sugar. Now can you take that in one of 
these machines at one time and keep up the 
work? 

Mr. Eastwick— The actual results at Beka— 
they grind from 150 to 160 tons of cane a day. 
A crystalllzer of 320 cubic feet that has a ca- 
pacity of about 40,000 pounds was able to take 
care of all the seconds produced from that 150 
tons of cane ground per day ; and Mr. Harrall 
claims he could have taken 300. From my 
own conclusions I say that 40,000 pounds masse 
cuite per day of seconds would probably be 
the result of about 200 tons of cane ground 
per day. I say it is simply a matter of calcu- 
lation to reduce the coefiicient purity from 
eighty to sixty. 

Colonel Zenor— Do you claim you get as much 
sugar from a large discharge of this apparatus 
of yours as we get by boiling our seconds and 
then into thirds — would get a* much sugar? 

Mr. Eastwick — These results are about the 
same. 

Colonel Zenor— This, then, will save delays in 
oar boiling of the residue? 

Mr. Eastwick— It is a question of how often 
you boil back. I have been in sugar houses 
where we boiled back Hye times. 

Colonel ZenOr— I just alluded to the first pro. 
cess. We will take the syrup from that (that 
is what we call pure seconds^ Then we purge 
these seconds, and the residue from that we 
boil and we get thirds. ITiat is the process I 
allude to. I believe that is about the process 
you adopt, Mr. Thompson? 

Mr. Thompson— We boil firsts, seconds and 
tnirds straight. 

Mr. Eastwick— It is this way : If you boil 
your first sugars and then take the molasses 
coming off of that, called your seconds, and 
Qut that in crystallization, leaving it in the 
crystallizer eighteen hours, you would get a 
molasses off that stuff in the crystallizer hav- 
ing a test between 30 and 40. It would prob- 
ably be somewhere like 36 or 38. What comes 
off that crystallization in that case would be 
your thirds. That is what I spoke of Mr. Ox- 
nard putting in the receptacle he had in the 
s:rouna, and which he lelt there until the end 
of the season and then worked once more 
through the centrifugal down to 23. 

Colonel Zenor — If you want to reboil that resi- 
due in the pan immediately, would you reduce 
to the point that would crystallize in your 
pan? 

Mr. Eastwick— Yes, exactly in the same way. 
You would start with a little grain in your 
cars, then bring in your thirds and start on. 

Mr. H. G. Morgan, Jr. — A good many of us 
present are not acquainted with polariscopic 
work in sugar houses ; I am not. We generally 
boil our sugar, take the first syrup into the 
pan as much as possible and then cut the pan 
as low as possible. The washings from the 
first sugars are boiled back in the pan and we 
have seconds, and we boil then third sugars 
that are run up in the hot room. 

I understand that if we boil the washings of 
first sugars with a little of the first sugars to 
start the strike in the crystallizer to grain it, it 
would probably be no more than IS, 24 or 30 
liours, as you say it is — the washings from that 
S8 it comes into the centrifugals is that drained 
sgain into the pan with a lot of the first syrup 
—the washiags from the seconds? 

Mr. EastwTck-^Yon could do it, but that 



would mean passing it twioe through the crys- 
tallizer. 

Mr. Morgan — We boil, as I say, we granu- 
late our seconds on a nucleus of the first sugars 
left in the pan ; we have that grain to build up 
our strike from. Of course the results from 
that would be lower than the results from a 
straight strike of firsts, necessarily because 
some of the strike would be seconds. I could 
crystallize that in the crystallizer and the 
washings from that I would want to bring 
back into the crystallize again and that would 
be our thirds. Would it be possible to do 
this? 

Mr. Eastwick— In that case you would re- 
quire the crystallizer to be filled twice. In 
other words, once for your seconds and then 
for your thirds— I don't think it would pay to 
do this. When you have your molasses down 
to 30 coetBcient purity, it would be better to 
let it go into the tank, and then if there were 
any grains settling out you could work it 
through your centrifugals once more. 

Mr. Morgan — Just use our seconds on first 
syrups? 

Mr. Eastwick — Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morgan— Your experience would be the 
same as ours; you would have the washings 
from the granulated sugars. 

The Chairman — My impression is when we 
went to see the crystallizer working at Beka, 
there the sugars were granulated in the pan— 
what they called the first sugar. It was grained 
in the pan. The washings from this were 
mixed with a little syrup, passed through the 
crystallizer and made seconds; after the sec- 
onds, thirds. 

Mr. Morgan — Can we take the washings of 
the granulated seconds and take them into the 
pan also instead of letting them go back into 
the tanks— the washings from the granulated 
seconds? 

Mr. Eastwick— If you once have your grain 
there you can then start the crystallizer up, 
and it will commence to take sugar out of the 
mass. 

Mr. Morgan — Last week our juice dropped 
down by the polariscope. I could not tell a 
thing about it. I knew from the work in the 
house it dropped down, and we found we could 
not granulate our washings from the firsts suc- 
cessfully — it took a long time; it would not 
wash well in the centrifugals. With the crys- 
tallizer, without having these tanks, can I run 
that ^ummy stuff into we crystallizer, and ex- 
pect It to crystallize on the nucleus received 
from the first syrups — the gummy stuff would 
work just as successfully as it would for two or 
three weeks' time? 

Mr. Eastwick— It would work better in the 
tank. We tried some sugars there, and took 
seconds coming off and put some in hot room 
that never did grain. Weputsome through the 
crystallizer, and they grained in thirty hours. 
That was the difference. 

The Chairman — The larger quantity of first 
sugars they have usually obtained that result. 

Mr. Eastwick — In the beginning, because the 
stuff was gummy, it could not grain, but when 
it was put through the crystallizer it grained 
in thirty hours — we got the molasses way down 
near thirty. 

Colonel Zenor — In place of taking syrup into 
your crystallizer, why not leave a small residue 
of the seconds that you are grinding, as we do 
in our pan when we strike granulated seconds? 

Mr. Eastwick — The objection to that would 
be that you would have a big grain. You 
don't want a big grain; you want a large quan- 
tity of small grains, and you want to build on 
that fiine grain and build that up; you want a 
small amount of very fine grains and build that 
up. 

The Chairman — The only practical test made 
in this State is thd one Mr. Eastwick kindly 
showed some of us, and which is situated be- 
low the city — that is the only sugar house hav- 
ing the apparatus. I understand the apparatus 
at Adeline is the Kllby apparatus, which is 
somewhat di&rent from yoars.t 



Mr. Eastwick— Yes, but the general prooeM 
is the same. 

The Chairman— The chair don't understand 
from your paper why you claim an increased 
production of sugar by the use of the orystalU- 
zation in motion. 

Mr. Eastwick— Where I claim an increased 
production of sugar is this : There is no time 
for inversion ; inversion does not take place^ 
consequently you get more sugar out compara- 
tively. If working by your polariscope yon 
will find a low test of molasses, but that may 
be due to inversion. If you take that up you 
will find a good deal of sugar has gone mta 
levulose, and what 1 claim for crystallization in 
motion is that it is quicker process. 

The Chairman— There were many point? 
which we failed to get information on during 
the visit to the sugar house where the crystal- 
lization was in operation — the quantity of sugar 
obtained from the crystallizer, say, to the 
100 pounds of first sugar; whether that quan- 
tity was below or above the normal quantity; 
in other words, did the crystallizer add to the 
100 pounds of first sugars— did it add thirty, 
forty or fifty pounds more? 

Mr. Eastwick— The way they were working at 
BektL ihey were working for low test su^ar ; they 
were working for weight. They did It in this 
way — their first sugar they did not wash very 
dry ; and it would not average over 96 test. 
Think they were making these cut strikes. They 
were averaging over 4W) pounds per barrel, so 
you can tell about how much molasses they 
had in it— they made it about as heavy as they 
possibly could. It had a large grain and could 
be easily washed in three machines and brought 
up to 96 sugar with the use of a little water. 
Therefore it brought, so Mr. Harrall tells me, 
a higher price than seconds of a correspond- 
ing test. 

Judge Bost— The big grain gave it a greater 
value in the market. 

Mr. Eastwick— They got on an average 2% 
cents for the sugar. 

Mr. Richard McCali— Do you put on« strike 
into the crystallizer, or do you stop for awhile 
and put in a second one if you use — 

Mr. Eastwick — ^The ideal way of working the 
crysfallizer would be to have the crystallizer 
the size of your pan, or to have two crystalll- 
zers to hold the contents of your pan— then 
discharge the whole contents of the pan and 
fill the crystallizer up and start them off, and 
do not stop them until you are ready to work 
off. 

Mr. McCall— No particular size that these 
should be made? 

Mr. East wick — I have made one — the one I 
made at Beka ahd the ones I am making now 
will hold from forty to forty-five thousand 
pounds. That would be al>out right for a nine- 
foot pan— then it is a convenient size. Of 
course it can be made larger. 1 believe those 
put in by Mr. Spreckels were twice as large as 
that ; but I see no object in making them that 
large— they would have a tremendous weight. 

Mr. Kirchoff — In connection with all our hot 
room suffar, temperature cuts a great figure. 
We endeavor to get our sugars from the 
vacuum pan, especially if the sugar is very low 
in test, keeping the temperature as high as 
possible and keeping the hot room corre- 
spondingly high, so the sugar will cool off 
gradually and give a bigger yield. In connec- 
on with that apparatus, what temperature i» 
observed in putting It in? 

Mr. Eastwick — Just the same as boiled in 
the pan. 

Mr. Kirchoff— What is the temperature of 
the room? 

Mr. Eastwick — It varies as in the open air. 

Mr. Kirchoff— In Germany, I believe, they 
found that at a certain temperature a false 
grain would come in and they get rid of tbi» 
grain by raising the temperature. 

Mr. Eastwick— There is no necessity of that? 
if you cool ffratdually enough after yon get the 
gi«in in. U yon eool gradasUy that Ial8# 
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grain would not come in any more than in the 
vacuum pan. 

Colonel Zenor— I would ask if the gentleman 
can tell us about the cost of one of these crys- 
talllzers for, say, 40,000 pounds. 

Mr. Eastwick— They vary very much. I 
really don't know the cost of this apparatus. I 
think the Kilhy apparatus costs some^iuK like 
$2000 or $2500. The Whitney people are mak- 
ing my apparatus of the same size, I believe, 
and it is selling at $1700. 

Colonel Zenor— O* course you depend on the 
size to a great extent — that is, for the capacity 
you speak of. 

Mr. Eastwick— That is, for the capacity of a 
8-foot pan. If you take into account the num- 
ber of car^ yoi^ require to take care of the sec- 
onds and the amount required for the cane 
ground per day, I think you would tlnd the 
cost as much as that of a crystallizer— then you 
also have the expense of the hot'roora and the 
labor and the time. 

Mr. Churchill — What are your calculations 
based on— a 300-ton house, of a 500-ton house. 

Mr. Eastwick — My calculations are based on 
a crystallizer of 40,000 pounds capacity. This 
ought to take c^re of all the seconds of about 
200 tons per day, because, remember, you have 
to keep it twenty-fouc hours. If you have a 
400-ton house you would have to' Lave two. 
Oxnard and Sprague have about six— they 
grind there about a*thousand tons per day. A 
crystallizer of 40,000 pounds capacity is a very 
convenient size. 

The Chairman— I would ask Mr. Eiger for 
his views on the subject. 

Mr. Eiger— We consider it a great success. 
We don't get as low as Mr. Thompson; we get 



thirty-six to thirty-eight purity. 

- ~ - 1— Thir • 
purity? 



The Chairman— Thirty-six to thirty-eight 



Mr. Eiger— Yes, sir. 

Mr. Eastwick— That was from seconds. 

The Chairman— Can you give us any idea 
of the sugar obtained from the masse culte? 

Mr. Eiger— About 60 per cent, of the su- 
crose. 

The Chairman— Was this obtained from the 
washings of straight seconds? 

Mr. Eiger— From mixed stuff. 

The Chairman— How many crystallizers are 
required to do the work there? 

Mr. Eiger— We have six. 

The Chairman — Each one represented how 
much? 

Mr. Eiger— It gives between 60,000 and 70,- 
000 pounds masse cuite. 

The Chairman— Does it take six of these 
60,0D0-pound crystallizers to do the work of the 
sugar-house handling about 1000 tons per day. 

Mr. Eiger — Yes, sir. 

The Chairman— Can you inform us after the 
sugar is taken from the crystallizers and passed 
through the driers, whether that molasses is 
rebelled and placed a second time in the crys- 
tallizer? 

Mr. Eiger— A part of It was— yes, sir; that 
which went over 40 would be placed back in 
the crystallizers ; below that would be placed 
in the reservoir. 

Mr. Baldwin — I am very glad to see this In- 
terest taken in crystallizers; but I think we 
want to keep our eyes open on the pans, be- 
cause they can do a great deal more than they 
have been made to do In this State. Of course, 
the crystallizers are good ; but I think a good 
deal more can be gotten out of the vacuum 
pans than has been obtained. For instance, I 
know of a sugar house this year that used no 
cars in its work, but yet has now 170 pounds 
of sugar per ton juice crystallized in the 
vacuum pan, and it closed up its work for the 
season eighteen hours after it stopped grind- 
ing cane until next summer, when it wllj rise 
thirds. 

The Chairman— I would ask if that 170 
pounds was all of one grain; whether any re- 
melting was done? 

Mr. Baldwin— There was no* rem el ting done, 
bat ab6at, I shoald say, eight-tenths or four- 



fifths was raw sugar. It polarized, | suppose, 
96 per cent, pure sugar, the other was white. 

The Chairman— Four-fifths raw sugar and 
the other one-tifth was white. 

Colonel Zenor— You claim to have gotten 
170 pounds of sugar to the ton. This is what I 
think you stated. How much do you think 
you will get from your thirds? 

Mr. Baldwin— Mr. President, this is getting 
to be rather a personal matter, and besides you 
might think 1 am boasting. Gentlemen, if you 
don't think 1 am trying to boast, I would say 
we are expecting about twenty pounds. I only 
mention this to show what the vacuum pans 
will do alone. 

The Chairman— The results you obtained 
this year do you consider nor!nal results? 

Mr. Baldwin— We put in a new mill about 
two years ago— a little better mill than we had, 
so you see this helped the work better than 
two years ago. I do not think the results ab- 
normal. If I may speak again. I would say In 
the running of a' sugar house the great thing 
is the watching of small details — even down 
to the washing of the filter press cloth. I 
think that one of the chief secrets is eternal 
vigilance. 

Cinclare Central Factory. 

On Friday evening, December 31, the writer, 
in company with a party of Port Allenites, paid 
a visit to Cinclare central factory, which is now, 
without exception, the largest and most mag- 
nificently equipped sugar factory in the State. 
The run down to Cinclare was pleasantly made 
on Clnclare's own train, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Alphonse Rivault, who attends to 
the outside interests of the factory. Arriving 
at Cinclare, the party were hospitably received 
by Mrs. Charles S. Burns and her charming 
daughter. Miss Theo, who, with Chief En- 
gineer Sammons, conducted the visltois 
around the plant and explained to them the 
workings of the ponderous and complicated 
machinery. 

The first point visited was the cane shed, 
which is a vast structure of steel, 200 feet 
long, 50 feet wide and 60 feet high, with a 
steel carrier 300 feet long, extending through 
its entire length to the crusher, on the second 
floor of the factory. This carrier is fed on one 
side by standard gaugp railroad cars and on 
the other by plantation carts. The cane Is 
hoisted out of the cars by a large electrical 
hoist built by the Morgan Engineer Company, 
of Alliance, O., and the carts are unloaded by 
a trolley system constructed by the same firm. 

We next moved on to the electrical plant, 
which is, without doubt, a work of art. It 
consists of two Siemens-Halske direct-con- 
nected generators, one of 75 and the other of 
125 horse-power, driven by two Houston, 
Stan wood & Gamble cross compound engines. 
This plant furnishes the p3wer for the cane 
hoists, blowers, washers, centrifugals, etc., and 
is very complete. Turning from this room, we 
were confronted by the mammoth mill, which 
consists of 6 rollers, 7 feet long, 34 inches in 
diameter, manufactured by the Reading Iron 
Company, of Reading, Pa. The mill is driven 
by a 26x60 Cooper Corliss engine, built by the 
C. & G. Cooper Company, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 
We next Inspected the Krajewski crusher, 
which prepares the cane for the mill. This is 
certainly a wonderful piece of machinery, 
consisting of two corrugated rollers, one 
placed above the other and driven by a 22x86 



engine. The Krajewski takes the cane in all 
conditions and passes it through its hungry 
jaws, which, like Oliver, are apparently ever 
demanding '^more." The most commenda- 
ble feature of the crusher is that it prepares 
and distributes a perfect feed to the mill at all 
times, regardless of the uneven feed upon the 
carrier. 

Attention was next directed to the bagasse 
boilers, which consist of four boilers 11 feet In 
diameter and 16 feet long, of the modified 
marine type. This boiler plant is one of which 
Mr. Sammons feels justly proud, as he is the 
originator of the style of boiler for this pur- 
pose and has succeeded in accomplishing the 
feat of supplying the whole house with steam 
with the refuse of the mill. So far as our in- 
formation extends, Cinclare is the only factory 
in the State that has succeeded in accomplish- 
ing this result, which Is certainly a step in the 
right direction. These boilers were turned 
out by the Wickes Bros., East Saginaw, Mich. 

Our party then climbed the stairway and took 
a position on the gallery, which runs from 
one end of the building to the other, and 
where everything in the factory is under the 
eye, from the boilers to the vacuum pan. 
Here, also, one gets a fine view of the build- 
ing, which is of steel cx>n8tructlon. In the 
glare of the electric lights the network of steel 
trusses suggests th ^ thought of a huge spider- 
web. 

We then made an inspection of the Deming 
system of clarittcatlon, which- oonslsts of a 
digester and two absorbers, where the juice is 
clarified at a high temperature under high 
pressure, and then discharged into three large 
settling tanks, where it is ready for the evapo- 
rators. The evaporators used in this house are 
the Llllie reversible quadruple effect film sysr* 
tem, the invention of S. .Morris Llllie, of Phil- 
adelphia, and are certainly splendid pieces of 
machinery. A visit was then made to the 
vacuum pan room, where the syrup is granu- 
lated and dropped into a huge mixer 45 feet 
long and 8 feet wide. The Inspection of the 
factory was then completed by a visit to the 
centrifugal department, where the sugar was 
pouring out like snow from five 40-inch and 
four 30-inch centrifugal machines. 

Boarding the train, our little party were 
soon landed at Port Allen, where three hearty 
cheers were given for Cinclare and its pro- 
gressive management. The crowd then dis- 
persed, each and every one retaining pleasant 
memories of a delightful evening spent at the 
model sugar factory of Louisiana. 

Cinclare Is the property of Mr. Harry L. 
Laws, a Cincinnati capitalist, who is a pioneer 
in the application of up-to-date methods in the 
cultivation and manufacture of sugar. The 
factory was constructed during the past sum- 
mer at an enormous expense, and reflects great 
credit upon Mr. Laws and everybody else con- 
nected with it. Mr. Chas. S. Bums is the able 
manager of this vast estate ] Mr. E. A. Sam- 
mons, a mechanical engineer who has ^ few 
equals and no superiors in the State, has 
charge of the factory, while that prince of good 
fellows, Alphonse Bivault, looks after the 
railroad and other outside interestn. To the 
small planters between Plaquemine and For 
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Allen Mr. Laws is offering liberal inducements, 
not the least of whicli is free transportation to 
the factory of all cane sold to CInclare.— West 
Baton Rouge Sugar Planter, 



The Sugar Bounty War. 

Lord Pirbrlght contributes to the National 
Review an impassioned, not to say passionate, 
appeal for countervailing duties on bounty- 
paid sugar in the interest of the British West 
Indies. Less feeling and more figures would 
have made his appeal more effective with 
reflecting persons. 

The question of countervailing duties he 
represents to be an issue between the salvation 
of the West India colonies and some free trade 
theories. We apprehend that very few per- 
sons even in England are greatly affected in 
their conduct by dogmas of economists, but a 
great many are affected by what the economists 
of one school or another have convinced them 
is for their own interest. Now, if Lord Pir- 
bright had been content to Hinging a few less 
stones at free trade theorists, and had discuss- 
ed the facts of the present situation, he would 
have made^ it seems to us, a far more convinc- 
ing statement of the case of the West India 

colonies. 
We are indiflerent to the a priori argument 

based upon free trade dogmas, and we admit 
that Lord Pirbright has proved that Mr. Glad- 
stone and other free traders have recognized 
bounties on exports as an interference with the 
course of free trade, and therefore properly 
subject to countervailing duties or other means 
of retaliation. But if the free traders, or their 
leading lights, are on the side of countervail- 
ing duties, why does not Lord Pirbright make 
the most of the fact instead of expending his 
sarcasms upon the theorists of the Cobden 
Club? If free traders are blind followers of 
dogmas he should have convinced them out of 
the mouths of their accepted teachers that the 
dogmas to which they are attached favor the 
countervailing duties, instead of angering 
them by treating their opinions and their in- 
tellectual apparatus with marked contempt. 

Let us consider the facts. Why does Lord 
Pirbright object to bounty- paid sugar so long 
as the bounties come out of foreigners? Be- 
cause it is cheap. No person ever objects to 
this when he buys sugar, so that the injured 
interests are the West India producers and the 
refiners, or the late refiners, of England. Now, 
would it not be more rational to consider the 
relative value of the interests demanding 
higher sugar and those demanding lower 
sugar, and decide in favor of the predominat- 
ing interest? 

Whether the countervailing duties would 
raise the price of sugar or not, in the judg- 
mant of Lord Pirbright, we do not certainly 
know. He implies in a part of his essay that 
it would raise the price, but the consumer 
would get certain offsets for this; elsewhere he 
assames that the price would remain un- 
changed. As the complaint of the West India 
planters is that sugar is too low to be profit- 
able, we presume that Lord Pirbright believes 
tliat oountervailing duties would make sugar 
more expensive and desires them for that 
reason. 



We can readily see that there might be ad- 
vantages in other directions that would justify 
an increase of the price of sugar. But are 
there? Is it not a fact that the per capita con- 
sumption of sugar in England has increased 
fivefold in the last thirty or forty years; that 
not only do the consumers have to work fewer 
hours to procure their year's supply of sugar, 
but that all industries using sugar as a material 
have grown greatly, employing far more men 
and women than they did while sugar was 
high and its use was restricted. We do not 
say that these facts — if facts they be— are con- 
clusive, but we ask if they must not be taken 
into account, and if a discussion of them is 
not more pertinent to Lord Plrbrlght*s argu- 
ment than his sneers at the blind followers of 
free trade dogmas. If the price of sugar be 
raised, will It not be raised at the expense of 
consumers? If one result be a revival of the re- 
fining Interests, will not other results be the 
decay of Interests using sugar as a material, 
which have been fiourlshing ever since France 
and Qermany and Austria undertook to tax 
themselves In order to supply cheap sugar to 
England and the United States? 

If the interests that flourish on cheap sugar, 
leaving the consuming public out of the ac- 
count, equal or exceed the reflnlng Interest 
that flourished on dear sugar, then the only 
remaining interest that demands countervail- 
ing duties consists of the planters in the West 
Indies. In regard to them, an English minis- 
try considering countervailing duties will have 
to ask itself whether the planting interest is so 
large that the home Interest should be sacri- 
ficed to It, or whether the political Interests of 
England In her West India colonies is so Im- 
portant that those colonies ought to be sup- 
ported Into a prosperous condition regardless 
of the cost to England. 

This whole question demands a careful con- 
sideration of the various interests affected, and 
if Lord Pirbright and his associates are for 
countervailing duties merely because the West 
India planters are British subjects, and their 
government ought to create conditions of 
prosperity for them, then it Is they who are 
the unreflecting followers of economic dog- 
mas. 

But retaliatory .action, even If justifiable, 
may be at the same time superfluous and In 
vain. It may be superfluous because the 
bounty-paying countries are obviously weary- 
ing of the burden and are likely in a few years 
to discard it ; it may be in vain because sugar 
is obtained in vast and Increasing quantities 
from a plant of the temperate zone, the beet; 
the cultivation of the sugar beet can probably 
be enormously extended, and In view of that 
fact the culture of the sugar cane will proba- 
bly never again be the lucrative business it 
was once. — N. T. Journal Commerce, 



Trade Notes. 

The Lidgerwood Hoisting Engines and 

Cabiewayd.— The immense amount of sugar 
cane now raised in Louisiana for sale to our 
great central sugar factories has led to the de- 
velopment of numerous devices for the easy 
transfer of this cane from carts to cars, and 
Incidentally to the study of the whole ques- 



tion of handling heavy weights with steam 
machinery. The Lidgerwood Manufacturing 
Company, of New York, whose advertisement 
appears in this journal, has for many years 
been prominent in the manufacture of hoisting 
engines, cable ways and other devices for the 
rapid hauling of heavy weights. Some of our 
planters are now considering the matter of 
cableways for the transfer of sugar cane across 
Bayou Lafourche, and doubtless within a year 
or two this plan, so profitably applied In scores 
of other directions, will probably be utilized 
with equal suc^ss in handling sugar cane< 
For quick work in cane transfers it is found 
that hoisting engines are infinitely superior to 
horse or mule power, and the Lidgerwood 
Manufacturing Company is seeking to supply 
the deoMind of our sugar planters for first- 
class, quick- working engines of this kind. 

Messrs. Woodward, Wight <fc Co., Limited, of 
New Orleans, have been made the Southern 
agents of the Ltdgerwood Manufacturing Com* 
pany, who, in connection with Mr. J. 
W. Dickinson, their sales agent, will be 
glad to give speciflcations and full par- 
ticulars to every one desirous of Inquir- 
ing Into any of the labor-saving devices 
manufactured by tflis establishment. The 
company issues a general catalogue of holBting 
engines; a book on the Lidgerwood cableways; 
a pamphlet on the Lidgerwood rapid unloader ; 
another on the Temperley transporter and 
Lidgerwood transfer, and another on logging 
by steam. Any of these books will be mailed 
free to any one requesting them by writing 
directly to the Lidgerwood Manufacturing 
Company, New York, or to Messrs. Woodward 
Wight & Co., New Orleans, or Mr. J. W. 
Dickinson, 

Machinery for Sale.— Elsewhere in this 
issue we advertise some machinery on the 
Belle Helene plantation, which is offered for 
sale by Mr. Geo. B. Beuss. Those in need of 
a mill or engine, Rlllleux effects or pumps 
will do well to address Mr. Reuss, at Hohen 
Solms, La. 

B. F. Avery & Sons.— We are In receipt 
of the following communication from this well- 
known flrm, which explains itself: 

Louisville, Ky., January 16, 1898. 

The Louisiana Planter Publishing Company, 
New Orleans, La,: 

Gentlemen — On the afternoon of the 13th 
Inst., a small portion of our plant was dam- 
aged by flre. Fortunately the fire was con- 
flned to our polishing department., in which It 
originated. 

All other departments resumed operation 
this A. M. and there will be absolutely no in- 
terruption In our business. The department 
which was damaged will be In operation in a 
few days. 

It is Impossible as yet to estimate the extent 
of the damage, but same will probably be be- 
tween $50,000 and $75,000 to building, ma- 
chlnerv and contents. A full line of insurance 
is carried on all Items. 

We particularly wish It understood that all 
orders will be filled without delay and that 
our large stock of finished goods is not dam- 
aged in the least ; our warehouses not being 
touched, and consequently our customers may 
all depend upon the usual prompt shipment of 
their orders. Yours truly, 

B. F. Avert & Sons. 
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Good Common. 

Common 

Inletlcr 



CeatiMigal. 

Fancy. 



Choice 

Strict Prime. 
Good Prime .„ 
Prime 
Good Fair 
Fklr 



Good Common .. 
Common ....... . 

Inferior , — ,^ 

SYRUP. 



8M@3K 

8M@8X 
8 (a8Vi 
8 @8H 
3rt®8 
2U^2» 



iHi*\\ 


41t«- 


-« - 


-%*H 


4V(i4A 

4,'.(i4S 


tyi9*ri 


8M«4 


m®i\ 


-«4A 


4,V9 - 


4 (« — 




sXdSH 


8y«8)i 


— 9 37 


-a 27 


86 e 86 


2S 9 26 


88 at 28 


28 9 28 


-« 20 


- 20 


— @ 18 


A 18 


-e 17 


— » 17 


-9 16 


— (§16 


— *® 16 


-0 16 


-@M 


-9 U 


^« 12 


— d 12 


_ ^ _ 


— 9 — 


12 18 


13 9 18 


10 O 11 


10 ( 1 U 


-• » 


-<( 9 


- W 8 


-(I 8 


-« 7 


-(?! 7 


-«( 7 


-<l 7 


-U 6 


- (1 6 


-U 6 


-O 6 


-« 6 


-96 


18122 


18082 



January IS. 



8M9>y 

8H«8W 

8 98H 
8 %i}i 
8iia8 

2\l9m 

4 « - 

8^«8[l 
9XS8H 



— @ 27 
26 @ 26 
22 @ 28 

— @ 20 

— @ 18 

— @ 17 

— @ 16 

— @ 15 

— @ 14 

— @ 12 



January 19. 



18 
10 « 

-• 



18 
11 
9 
8 
7 
7 
6 
5 
5 

18022 



8Hi8X 
8X^8X 
8 ^8>i 
8 <|3M 

2lh3;< 

2iti2» 
2^|2M 

*HS- 
*H44A 

8%a4iV 

S}(«8U 

aX9SH 



— @ 87 
86 9 26 
88 9 88 

— @ 80 

— 9 18 

— W 17 

— @ 18 

— 9 16 
-9 14 

— 9 18 

-9 - 
18 9 18 

10 9 11 

-9 » 
-9 8 
-9 7 

6 
6 
9 6 
18988 



January 80. 



- 9 - 

8Xt8i( 
> «8H 
8 "«« 

tifi 



8,1 « 5 



January 81. 



4V«4«C 

4«'o4S 
8«i4vV 
4lVi - 
4 9- 

8K«8tt 

sxasH 



— 9 »7 
26 9 86 
82 9 38 

— 9 80 
" 18 

17 
16 
18 
14 



9 
9 

— a 

-9 
— 9 18 

-9- 

12 9 18 

10 9 11 
-9 » 
-9 8 
7 
7 
6 
6 
6 



s 



-9 
18928 



SM!«8X 

8 «8>< 
8 'tA 

)3K 

4fJi- 
4»J - 
4V^4,^ 

4X«4A 
8f»f«i'. 



27 

25 41 S6 
22 O 28 

— a 20 
18 
17 
16 
15 
14 
12 



Same Day 
Last Ykar. 



TONB OF UAMMXI as 

CtosiMO or Wm 



— 



12 @ 18 
10 ig 11 
- « 10 



18 §22 



««ai2H 

2Mi2i 
2«.»H 
2^^2M 
2K@2H 
2X^2k 
2>4S2^ 
2 «2A 

8«» - 
8«P- 
8^^8M 



-S3X 

8A«- 
8A«8H 
2X«8A 



— S 20 



Quiet. 



16 



- 9 



18 
17 
15 
18 
12 
11 
10 
9 
8 



Very quiet. 



-m 8 

-• 7 

— « 7 

— (8 6 

— «l 6 

— @ 5 



14^16 



Strongs 



Steady* 



Steady. 



OTHER MARKETS. 



»«wYork: 

SUGAR. 

fair Refining. 89 ^ 
Centrifugals, 96^.... 
Granulated 

Standard A.... 

Cuba, 96S Ctf . .... 

MOLASSES. 

N. 0. Choice . .«„ 


- S - 

- 9 - 

4.96 9 - 
4.8(0 — 

- « - 

- 9 - 

- - 

- » — 

lis. 8d. 
98. 2Xd. 


- - 

- 
4.960 — 
4.84 1 — 

- - 

- - 

- <& - 

- - 

lis. 8d. 
9«. 8d. 


-0 - 

4.960 - 
4.84 n - 

= 8 = 

lis. 3d. 
98. 8d. 


-• — 

- • - 
4.960 — 
4.84 tf — 

- • - 

- « - 

lU. 8d. 
9.. 2Vd. 


-9 - 
— 9 - 

4.969 - 
4.84^ - 

-9- 

-9 - 
-«- 
-9- 

11*. Sd. 
9*. 2<Kd. 


-9- 
4-969 - 

*:!*|z 
-Iz 

lis. Od. 
98. O^d. 


8.980 — 

= 8 = 

lis. 8d. 
9s. 8d. 


Dull. 


WtO, Ffl«r 




Cnba, co^ . . 




bOMDOlf : 

Java, No. 15 D. S..„ 

A. ft G. Beet 


Weak. 
Flat. 



NEW OBUBANS BEFINED 



Cut Loaf 

Povd«red 

Standard Granula'd 
Candy A .._.™™ ..... 

RoMtta Ex. C 

Cryaul Extra C 

Royal Ex. C. 

SYRUP 



- sh 

- ^6H 

-9- 
- 46X 

- ^ - 

- » — 



-9^% 

— 98X 
-9«X 
-9- 

— 9^% 

— « — 

-e- 
-9- 



-9«K 
— «6X 

-96X 



-g6X 
-9- 
- 9 - 



•6^ 
«6»< 

«SX 

9 - 

9 - 



8 



-9B« 
-96ii 

-«- 
-€6X 



96>i 

9i% 

9 - 
«8X 



«4.40 
«4.40 
^8.97 

98.88 

9 — 



8 



Strong. 



At four ports of the United States to.. 

At four ports of Great Britain to 

At Havana and Matanzas to 



STOCKS. 

Jan. 12.. 
Jan. 8. 
Jan. 12. 



..Tons 



228,503 

107,000 

17,776 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
BHDINQ JAN. ax, 1898. 



Received., 
Sold 



Hhds. 
1,071 
1,071 



-SUOAR- 



Barrels. 
4 .712 

40,482 



MoLASSsa. 
Barrels. 
4,186 

4,186 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS 
i897> TO JAN. ax, 1898. 

r- SUG AR- 

Hhds. 

Received 1 6.108 

Sold 16,103 

Received same time last year.... 24,051 



Barrels. 
1,186,212 

978,858 
1,067,886 
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PROM SEPT. 

MoLA^r<> 

Barrels 

160,)?0 

160,180 

185,017 



January 22, 1898.J 
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January 22. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898 



RICE. 

Choice^ 

Good .... 
Fair. 



Ordinarj ._ 

Common 

Inferior....^.. 

No. 2 

8ftAK» V ton 

Pdush, y ton 



Jan. 15. 



1 60^4 00 

4X«4j^ 

8X 8j< 
Nominal. 

9 60^ 10 60 



Jan. 17. 



1 fi0@4 00 
5j<@6M 
6 'a 6^ 

4 «4X 
8;i(d4 

Nominal. 
2 «2S^ 
9 60^10 60 



Jan. 18. 



Jan. 19. 



1 



S 

N^. 
2 



00 

H 
U 
H 
% 

1. 

02V 



Jan. 20. 



^ 



15 003 '15 00(81— 



1 5^34 00 

« @5X 
4^34% 

* «*H 
8«94 

8jK*8H 

Nominal. 

2 «2S^ 

9 50(810 50 9 50gl0 50 ^ 

15 OOg 15 OOQ -1 15 OOQ 15 OOQ 



00 



i 
i 

2 % 
N 1. 

2 %i% 
9 50010 50 



Jan. 21. 



1 50Q4 00 
8««5K 

« «4X 
8M«4 

8j^d8^ 
Nominal. 

9 50 a 10 50 



Sams Day Tons or Markkt at Closing 
Last Ybar. ovWkkk. 



2 2504 00 

5ya6 

8H88X 

Nominal. 

9 00<910 00 
16 00QL7 00 



Steady. 



\ Active. 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDINQ JAN. ax» 1898. 



Recehred , 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

.. 11,860 
^ 9,979 



Bbls. Clean. 

879 
2,660 



RECEIPTS AT NEW ORLEANS FROM AUQ. i. 1897, TO JAN. 
ax, I8fr8, COMPARED WITH LAST TEAR, SAME TIME. 



ThU jear.. 
Last jear.. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 878,514 
.. 861,249 



Bbls. Clsa»i 

2,699 
8,684 



Sus^ar. 

At the end of the week the sugar 
market was quiet, and only a moderate 
business was transacted. Receipts were 
rather limited. 



Molasses. 

The market for open kettle yiolasses 
was strong at the end of the week. Syr- 
nps and centrifugals steady. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was steady to- 
ward the end of the week. Arrivals 
were small and the demand fair. Clean 
was active, with fairly good demand. 



St. James. 

[continued prom page 54.] 
anything for a change from rain. If oc- 
casionally we have to afford hospitality to 
the tail end of one of those ^^ nor- wester ^^ 
blizzards, let us rejoice in our lot that they 
arrive here shorn of their original fierce aus- 
terity. Under the above circumstances a sud- 
den collapse in plantation industty is existent. 
The recent holidays have evidently rid some 
hands of the proceeds of the grinding season, 
and they will soon be In their habitual Impe- 
<;anlous condition if the weather does not 
admit of work for any great length of time. 
The only thing going on now is the usual mi- 
gration of the laborer from one place to 
another with his family and belongings. 

It is understood that the rate of wages for 
Held work will be increased to the amount of 
20 cents more this year, and both employer 
and employee, of course, seem satisfied with 
the arrangement. It is a matter of congratu- 
lation that the relations existing between our 
planters and their employees are so thoroughly 
amicable, and labor riots are not among the 
difficulties we have to struggle against, as Is 
sometimes the case In other Industries. 

There have been but few changes in the 
management of the St. James plantations for 



1898, an excellent sign of the capacity and 
good work of overseers. 

The most recent change is that of Mr. 
Charles Tlrcult, who has been an extensive 
rice cultivator of this parish. He has removed 
to Iberville, where he will manage Mr. E. 
Vlcknalr's new plantation. 

Mr. E. D. Leche tendered his resignation as 
president of the police jury, at a meeting held 
last Wednesday. We have already mentioned 
his position In our parish as a leading man 
and worthy citizen, therefore we simply men- 
tion how deeply we regret his departure, as 
well as that of his estimable family, from 

St. Jam£8. 

A valued friend in St. James parish writes 
us, under date of January 19, that they are 
having very bad wet weather, and he fears that 
if it lasts a few days longer it will injure seed 
cane which is just starting to sprout. We trust 
he has seen the clouds roll away ere this. 



Sacramento Beet 5ugar. 

A cablegram from London, received Wed- 
nesday, announces the success of the mission 
of Wlllard E. Green, who recently left for Eu- 
rope In the Interest of the beet sugar syndicate 
which has been negotiating for lands In the 
Sacramento valley. Satisfactory arrangements 
have been-made, and all that remains Is to se- 
cure the proper persons to cultivate the beets. 
Contracts have been signed by which 160,000 
acres of land near Chico, Marysville and Red 
Bluffs have been secured, and the work of 
erecting three Immense sugar factories will be 
started at once. The syndicate has a capital of 
$15,000,000, and intends making the venture a 
success if money and experience can do It. 

The land secured embodies tracts from the 
Glenn ranch, the Bldwell ranch, the Pheland 
estate and the Stanford estate, with other 
tracts In smaller quantities.— /Sa?i Francisco 
Call, 

Pacific Beet Su^ar Company. 

A few minutes before the county recorder 
closed his office for business Tuesday evening, 
Toland & Andrews, attorneys for Henry T. 
Oxnard, of the Oxnard Construction Company, 
recorded two Important documents bearing 



upon the Colonla beet sugar factory. The first 
document filed was a deed, whereby Henry T. 
Oxnard conveyed to the Pacific Beet Sugar 
Company, for a nominal consideration, the site 
of the proposed beet sugar factory and all 
buildings with machinery, etc.. which is now 
in the course of construction by the Oxnard 
Construction Company. The second was a 
mortgage, dated at New York, December 17, 
1897, for $750,000, given by the Pacific Beet 
Sugar Company to the Oxnard Company. — L. 
A. Times. 

Town of Oxnard. 

The new town of the Colonla Improvement 
Company, near Hueneme, is to be named ''Ox- 
nard." The new town is now laid out and the 
prices of lots fixed, ranging from $200 to $360 
each, according to size and location. About 
seventy acres have been laid out at first in 
business and residence lots, 230 acres remain- 
ing to be laid out in residence lots and one and 
two-acre villa lots later. This latter tract will 
be in beets this year. The officers of the com- 
pany say they hope to make this a pleasant 
town for any one to locate in, and we expect 
to hear of the numerous Chi no boys going up 
there doing some speculation on the side. — 
Chino Champion^ January 14. 



Mr. H. G. Morgan, Jr., of the Falrvlew 
plantation, which has the reputation of mak- 
ing one of the heaviest cane yields of the 
season of any place In Louisiana, was absent 
from the city during the past week on a visit 
to Falrvlew. 

Mr. G. E. Gillis, manager of the Poydras 
plantation, on the Lower Coast, was In the 
city during the past week and stopped at the 
Hotel Royal.. 

Mr. F. E. Stuntz was the chemist again at 
Clnclare plantation, of Mr. Harry L. Laws, 
during the crop just ended. 

Messrs. A. P. Devall and H. L. Devall, sons 
of that well-known gentleman, Mr. David De- 
vall, had charge of the boiling department on 
the Orange Grove place during the past crop, 
and are evidently chips of the old block, judg- 
ing from the magnificent results they secured. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth and Mrs. Warmoth 
were at the St. Charles as usual during the 
past week. 
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WANTS. 



W9 will publish in this column, fr«e of ch&rgv until 
farther notice, the applications of all managers, over- 
Men, enfineers and sugar makers, and others who may 
Mt seeking positions in the country, and also the wants 
ti planters desiring to employ any of these. 



WANTED— A POSITION A8 YARDMAN OR 
ffardener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTITIKB KOBLLB, ig^ St. Louis street, city. 

i-ai-98 

ANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coining season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. i .ao-gg 



WANTED— A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKEN BROS.. Sola. 
La, I •20-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK- 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan* 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks iingHfth and french; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX, P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17 gS 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the iSgScrop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work; be»t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 824 First 
street. New Orleans. i-iS*^ 



WANTED— POSITION AS OHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; has had five vears' experience as both; 
best of references lumished. Address A., care this 
office. I -17-08 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR As- 
sistant ensrineer; has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F. 
O, W , 844 Baronne street, city. 1-18 98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
has had seven years' experience; can furnish good 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street. 1 iS-98 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 

i-ii-gS 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1898; 
Al references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-98 



WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good references. Address 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. 1-11-98 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 
1-11-98 



W 



ANTED— BY A FIRSTCLASS ENGINEER 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years' 



experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 

Addre 
1-11-98 



will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER a»o, this office. 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
graduate ofthe Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 433, Logan, 
UUh. i-ii.%S 



TTTANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
VY family as general vard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Franklin street, city. 1-13-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 
rice plantation; satisfaction Euar<!nteed. Address W. 
C. B., 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleans. 1 -5-98 •»; 



WANTED— ENGINEERS WHO UNDERSTAND 
sugar, coffee and rice machinery, also sugar 
making, to travel and sell machinery in foreign coun- 
tries; knowledge of Spanish language necessary. Ad- 
dress, eivine references and state experience, MANU- 
FACilJKER X, care this paper. 1 3-08 

ANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 

189S, by a man of long experience, who can 

furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY^ Patterson, 
La. 1-3-98 



-f^ir ANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
"' boiler for crop of i8g8, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 



ia-ai-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for x8g8, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work; habits strictly temperate: 
best references furnished. Address '* OVERSEER,'' 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistaat Postmaster, Napoleon- 
ville. La. ia-30-^ 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for i^; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma, La. 13-30-97 

ANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 

Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 

fiower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 

references on hand. Address A« B., 618 St. Louis street, 

city. ia-38-97 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 

. . an experienced, energetic and sober youngblan- 

ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 



W 



Wbitecastle, La. 



la-aS^ 



WANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
^' ber young mtn wants position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt-edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
iq^-i Bayou Road street, New Orleaas, La. la-aS 07 



XXTANTED- FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
V^ as manager of a Sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque 
mine. La. i a -33 97. 



WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans, La. 

ia^3-97 

\X7ANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
^^ sober youns: man wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation; salary or commission; g^lt 
edge references. Address B. B., igaS Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. la- 17-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
one experience, and can furnish good references. 
Address R. V. H., lag Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 



TTTTANTED- AN EXPERIENCED OVEKSEER; 
Yy married, age 40, active and sober, can be bed for 
1898. yt living salary. Address BOB, Port Alien, Lai 
la- 16.97 



XITANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
^ ^ manager on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recom- 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and l«.apides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office. 13-16-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, Ac- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 

la- 15-97 



TXTANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 

V V manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address B. C. MARSHALL, Cheneyville, La. 

ia-7-97. 



WANTED— By a young lady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; his^hest recommendations; moderate 
s alary. Address X^Y Z. care Plawtbr. 13-397 

WANTED — A position as manager on a sugar 
plantation for 1898, by a practical cultivator of 
large experience, who can furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of The Cliief^ Donaldsonville, La. 

i»-3-97 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION A8 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 1898011 
Elantation, as manager or assistant or time and book- 
eeper; experienced, and can give good reference. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. i»-4-97 



PLANTATION FOR 5ALE. 



The " Upper Elmer" place, Iberville parish, 
right bank, near Bayou Goula ; 700 acres in culti' 
vation; 80 acres first stubble, 75 acres second 
stubble, seed cane for 200 acres; all lands 
plowed ready for cane and corn; 43 fine mules} 
full supply of carts and implements; open 
kettle sugar houf e with bagasse burner j steam 
train and centrifugals. Apply to Harrell & 
Koch, Bayou Goyla, La., or Levert, Burgulerrs 
& Co., New Orleans. 



There is offered for sale on the " Arcadia *' 
Plartation, situated on the Thibade&ux Branch 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad, one double^ 
gearedysix (•>) roller Mill and engine, complete. 
Both mills 4J^ ft. long; engine, 48 x 20 inches. 
The back mill has had but one yearns use, hav- 
ing been erected in 1896. Both mil's, the en- 
gine, the gearing and everything belonging^ 
the*^eto in good condtion. All carrier chains,^ 
slats, friction clutch, etc., complete, and the 
enii e outfit offered at a bargain. For price 
and fuither particulars, address 

W. H. PRICE, Thibadkaux, La., or , 

W. B. BLOOMFIELD, 

207 N. Peters St., New Orleans, La. 



FDR BALE. 



In order to increase our capacity, we 
offer for sale one Six Roller Mill, Gear- 
ing and Engine. Front Mill 4 ft. 8 in. 
by 28 in., Niles make; back Mill 5 ft. by 
32 in., Fulton Iron Works make (new)^ 
Also Rillieux Effects, capacity 350 ton* 
per day, with Pumps complete. All on 
Belle Helene Plantation. 

For prices and terms, apply to 

GEO. B. BEUSS, 

HOHCN SOLM8, LA. 



W. W. CARRE, 

PLANTATION CABINS, 



NEW ORLEANS. LA. 



Mechanics and Traders' Insurance Co. 

OFFICE, SSng,^ Carondelet and Common Sts., New Orleans, La. 

CASH CAPITAL - - - ?300,000.00 SURPLUS TO POLICY HOLDERS, ^339,351.39 



N. A. PUECH, 



.331 CARONDELET STREET, NEW ORLEANS. 
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Molasses for Stock Feed. 

As many of our plauters are now run- 
ning out their low grade sugars there may 
be a considerable supply of centrifugal 
molasses in the State which it is a pity 
to lose, as has been so generally the cus- 
tom of late years. Many of our planters 
are selling this molasses at about a cent 
a gallon, or say 1-12 of a cent, per 
pound, when it is worth to them as a 
stock feed six or eight cents per gallon, 
or a half to two-thirds of a cent per 
pound. There is scarcely any other 
article of stock feed that is so nutritious, 
so fattening and so valuable on the 
plantation as a full supply of molasses 
for live stock. Whatever can not be 
consumed on the plantations themselves 
ought to be returned to the various cane 
farmers who furnish canes for the fac- 
tory, thus e^iabling them to produce 
their cane more cheaply by saving to 
them the cost of expensive stock food 
from the other States. 

The fact of the matter is that what 
little demand there now is for Louisiana 
molasses at this 1 cent per gallon that is 
offered for it, comes from Europe, where 
it is sought as stock feed at a cost many 
times greater thaj^ its salable value with 
us. It should be obvious to every one 
at all interested that if the English 
farmer can afford to send to Louisiana 
for molasses on which to feed his hogs 
and cattle in England, it ill becomes the 
Louisiana farmer or planter to throw his 
molasses into the ditch or to sell it for but 
little more than one-tenth of its value, 
simply to save the annoyance of pro- 
viding tank room and facilities for hold- 
ing this supply of local food during the 
season. 

Almost every planter in Louisiana 
could consume all the molasses he pro- 
duces during the coming twelve months 
if he had facilities for holding it in 
reserve and then dealing it out to 
his own stock and to his neighbors who 
supply him with cane just as it may be 
needed. The old adage says that a 



word to the wise is sufficient, and, al-^ 
though we must admit the wisdom of 
our planters, the words that have been 
uttered as to the value of molasses as 
stock food seem even yet hardly to have 
carried conviction to all of those inter- 
ested. A prominent planter told us, 
some two or three months ago, that he 
was then throwing his molasses into the 
ditch simply because - he had no tank 
room and could not get any offer for 
the molasses in the city. Such a dispo- 
sal of molasses would seem absolutely 
reckless, and yet there are conditions 
under which this had to take place. Iron 
tanks are cheap and wood cisterns are 
cheap. The molasses is valuable for 
stock feed ; thousands of mules, horses 
and cattle have had but little other food 
during the past year and have done well, 
and we should hope that the days of one- 
cent or two-cent, or even fivccent mo- 
lasses will rapidly pass away from Lou- 
isiana. 



Secretary Wilson and the Sugar 
Industry. 

The appointment of Secretary Wilson 
to a cabinet position as head of the 
Department of Agriculture was hailed 
with delight by the sugar producers of 
the United States, his keen interest in 
the sugar industry wnile he was at the 
head of the Iowa State University lead- 
ing us all to believe that in his new posi- 
tion he would do all that he could to 
promote the development of the Amer- 
ican sugar industry. 

After taking his position as a member 
of President McKinley's cabinet and at 
the head of the Department of Agri- 
culture, Secretary Wilson immediately 
gave evidence of a continuing interest 
in the sugar industry, and seems to have 
made every effort to develop the beet 
sugar industry in those States where 
there was a promise of success. All 
that he did in this direction could not 
do other than meet our hearty com- 
mendation. 
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Now, however, we have another story 
to tell. It seems that Secretary Wilson 
has fallen under the blighting influences 
of the Hawaiian lobby in Washington ; 
has yielded to the languourous influ- 
ences that come from these distant tropic 
isles and longs for their annexation, for 
their union with our body politic. He 
has gone so far as to argue that the 
virgin soils of Hawaii are becoming 
rapidly exhausted from the non-use 
there of fertilizers. He seems to have 
forgotten that the Department of Agri- 
culture, over which he is presiding with 
Buch distinguished ability in every other 
direction, devotes itself throughout its 
many experiment stations to directing 
and teachiiig the use of fertilizers in the 
United States for the purpose of im- 
proving and maintaining the fertility of 
the soils in these States, which have 
been impoverished by long cropping and 
lack of care. Secretary Wilson's argu- 
ment concerning the exhaustion of Ha- 
waiian soils is really without weight, be- 
cause it would apply equally to any 
other agricultural country in the world. 
Secretary Wilson argues that with the 
annexation of Hawaii, its present semi- 
Blave system would vanish. If this 
were so, we may be assured that Ha- 
waii planters would not be so willing to 
have their islands annexed to the Amer- 
ican Union. If they can secure a suffi- 
ciently strong lobby in Washington to 
effect the annexation of Hawaii to the 
United States, they certainly expect in 
Bome similar manner to secure advan- 
tages in regard to their labor system 
which will enable them to practically 
continue it. It may be said that indent- 
ured labor is in antagonism to the Con- 
Btitution and laws of the Federal Union, 
but with these islands 2000 miles away, 
^ Federal laws and the Federal Constitu- 
tion would have but little effect upon an 
active and able people who have been 
able to wrest the whole Hawaiian do- 
minion from the many thousands of na- 
tives who cl&im it as their own. 

These subtle influences in Washing- 
ton that seem to have so affected our 
national Legislature as to make annexa- 
tion possible, or even probable, are 
worthy of investigation. If investigat- 
ed it would be found that it is the 
American capital invested in Hawaii 
that is thus affecting the judgment of 
Congress. If these capitalists are will- 
ing to put their money in distant Hawaii 



they should take the chances, and not 
call upon the American government to 
seize these islands and annex them 
simply because they have chosen to 
make their venture there. The United 
States has many times more capital in- 
vested in Cuba than in Hawaii, and the 
same line of argumentation would lead 
to propositions for the annexation of 
Cuba, and yet we hear but little of that, 
at least but little at present. The whole 
Hawaiian annexation scheme should be 
looked upon with suspicion, and its 
annexation would certainly be very 
detrimental to the sugar interests of 
the United States. 



Beet Sugar Analysis. 

The great interest that is now taken in 
the beet sugar industry throughout the 
United States is creating quite an in- 
quiry into the chemistry of beet sugar, 
the methods of its analysis and all in- 
cidental data. In order to meet this 
want Mr. E. C. Hamilton, of Chino, 
Cal., has recently published a hand- 
book on Beet Sugar Analysis, being a 
complete system of instruction for 
analysis in beet sugar factories by El- 
wood C. Pfeflfer. Mr. Pfeflfer has been 
engaged with the Chino Valley Beet 
Sugar Company for a number of years 
in chemical work, and this handbook of 
which he is the author can thus be de- 
pended upon to give working methods, 
the result of practical experience in the 
United States and not simply a repeti- 
tion of Europiean methods. Mr. Pfeflfer 
in his preface gives an extensive list of 
the works of reference which he has 
consulted in preparing ihis handbook, 
but we consider his adaptation of it to 
the work in California as being one of 
its great merits. In some way we find 
that our American methods generally 
diverge from those practised in Europe, 
and, we think, diverge for the better. 

What we need is an American way of 
doing things which is usually fully as 
effective as the European plan and gen- 
erally done by some shorter cut. 

The table of contents covers the in- 
struments for analysis and their uses, 
the general methods of analysis, indi- 
vidual sugar analysis, the analysis of 
lime and the determinations of alka- 
linities and saturation gas ; the analysis 
incident to the Steflfen process; the 
determination of invert sugar and raf- 
finose. 



This is followed in part second of the 
book by an analysis of the supplies and 
other chemical work incident to the 
industry, including the apparatus for 
chemical analysis, water analysis, lime- 
stone analysis, coal, coke and fuel oil; 
the analysis of boneblack, chimney 
gases, fertilizers, refuse lime, syrup or 
masse cuite ash. This is followed by a 
chapter on the preparation of reagents 
and the various tables that are used in 
the sugar industry. 

Altogether we have in it a handsome 
volume of more than 200 pages, every 
one laden with data essential to the ex- 
pert in sugar analysis. The publisher, 
Mr. Ernest C. Hamilton, of Chino, Cal., 
will supply the book at $2.50. Orders 
left with The Louisiana Planter will 
be speedily filled. 



BDUchereau's Louisiana Sugar 
Report. 

This valuable publication, giving full 
details direct from the plantations, of 
the entire crop of 1896-97, while de- 
layed in its appearance a little longer 
than usual, owing to the diflSculty inci- 
dent to collecting such data, comes to us 
in its usual handsome shape and as com- 
plete and thorough as ever. So far as 
we know, nowhere else in the world is 
such a compilation made of the actual 
sugar production, taken plantation by 
plantation and parish by parish, and 
compiled annually and compared with 
the previous years, thus showing the 
growth of the industry and in which 
direction such growth appears. 

In his final resum6 of the sugar situ- 
ation in Louisiana, Mr. Bouchereau says 
that there were but 395 sugar houses in 
operation in the year 1896-97, a decrease 
of 29 from those in operation in the 
previous year. This is an indication of 
the continuing concentration of sugar 
manufacture into larger establishments, 
where the product can be turned out 
with less incidental cost and hence a 
greater certainty of profit. Twenty 
years ago there were very few vacuum 
pans on the plantations in Louisiana. 
The disastrous experiences of 1877, the 
result of the great storm in September 
of that year, and a subsequent early 
freeze rendering it almost impossible to 
make any sugar from the cane^ during 
the month of December, led to tiie erec- 
tion of some fifteen or twenty ^vacuum 
pans on the plantations the following 
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summer — that of 1878. At that time 
this was considered a remarkable ad- 
vance. We now find that out of the 395 
sugar houses in operation, 230 make 
sugar by the vacuum pan process, and 
165 of them, genei'ally the smaller ones, 
only retaining the old open kettle or 
open train process. What may seem a 
little odd in this connection is that there 
are still eleven horse-power sugar 
houses. When we consider that the 
West Indies are full of horse-power and 
cattle-power and wind-power sugar 
houses, the continuing work of these 
eleven in Louisiana may not seem so 
singular. Apart from .this, however; 
is the fact that in the Gulf States there 
are tens of thousands of horse-power 
cane mills manufacturing but little 
sugar, however, but enormous quanti- 
ties of cane syrup, which finds large 
use for direct consumption in the com- 
munities where it is made. 

The 230 vacuum pan sugar houses of 
the State have averaged 1200 short tons 
of sugar production each, while the 
open train houses average but 191 short 
tons each. When we remember that 
the 400 sugar houses in Germany aver- 
age 3000 long tons of sugar production 
each we may see how far we still remain 
below the German average in sugar pro- 
duction per factory. The total produc- 
tion of the State for the year 1896-97 
reaches 316,000 short tons of sugar, al- 
though we are inclined to think this is a 
slight overstatement of the case, as Mr. 
Bouchereau's allowance of 3 per cent, 
for cistern and tank bottoms is scarcely 
as accurate now as years ago, in the 
open kettle days, when immense quan- 
tities of such material came to market. 
The vacuum pan houses now work up 
all of their own tank bottoms, and such 
sugar being included in their reported 
production, it seems hardly accurate to 
add the customary 3 per cent, to the 
tabulated yield to cover these non-ex- 
istent sugars. 

We give below the sugar production 
in short tons of some twenty -three of 
the sugar parishes in the order of quan- 
tity. It is as follows : 

Tons. 

St. Mary ' 60,436 

ABSamptioii 32,385 

Lafourctie 80,477 

Terrebonne ^ 29,603 

St. James 25.950 

Iberville 23,832 

Ascension 23,339 

Iberia : « ■ 16,268 

St. John 12,637 



West Baton Rouge 12,425 

St. Charles ..: 9,479 

Plaquemines 8,886 

Polnte Coupee.. 4,544 

Jefferson ^ 4,301 

St. Martin 3,985 

Rapides 3,636 

East Baton Roage 3,544 

St. Bernard 1,616 

Lafayette 1,549 

Orleans 1,385 

Avoyelles 1,114 

Vermilion 993 

St. Landry 481 

It will herein be seen that St. Mary 
leads the van, with nearly double the 
production of any other parish. That 
out of a total production of 316,000 
short tons, the interior parishes of St. 
Mary, Assumption, Lafourche, Terre- 
bonne and Iberia produce over one-half, 
thus verifying? The Louisiana Plant- 
er's prophecy made a few years back 
that the centre of the Louisiana s\igar 
industry would proceed westward stead- 
ily until its centre would reach Lafay- 
ette. It will be seen that the parish of 
Ascension, which we have always, and 
properly, considered the grandest sugar 
parish in the State, owing to its enter- 
prising planters, eligible location, and 
fertile and well protected lands, now 
stands but seventh in the list of pro- 
duction. The large production .of As- 
sumption, Lafourche and ^Terrebonne 
reflect the enormous development of 
the central factory interest in those par- 
ishes, as well as in St. Mary, whose 
60,000 tons production places her at the 
head of the list. 

With the recurrence of five-cent cot- 
ton, it requires but little prophetic 
ability to say that the parishes of St. 
Martin, Rapides, Lafayette, Avoyelles, 
Vermilion and St. Landry, which now 
rate so low in the list, will rapidly rise 
to higher relative positions, and we be- 
lieve that, even within the limited time 
intervening before the appearance of the 
twentieth century, they will startle us 
with their euprmous development in 
sugar production. Those parishes have 
the lands and the people who are de- 
sirous of engaging in cane culture. The 
central factories are now beine: built for 
them and each year will indicate an in- 
creasing production there. 

All those who desire a copy of Mr. 
Bouchereau's valuable work can procure 
it for $3 at the office of The Louisiana 
Planter, or by applying to Mr. Bouch 
ereau direct, P. O. Box 1767, New Or 
leans. 



The Louijiana Outlook. 

Wet weather, and too much of it, has 
been the prevailing meteorological feat- 
ure throughout the sugar district during 
the past week, and as the temperature 
has been high, reports of the sprout- 
ing of seed cane are coming in, 
our Iberville correspondent report- 
ing fully 20 per cent, of it sprout- 
ed. All field work is necessarily 
at a standstill, and the planters are 
waiting anxiously for some dry weather 
to permit them to resume operations. 



The World's Sugar Crop of 1897-98. 

Mr. Licht, the well-known German 
sugar statistician, in compiling the latest 
data, now estimates the sugar crop of 
1897-98, as follows : 

Estimate. 

BSBT-BOOT SUOAB CBOP. 1897-^; 

Tons. 

Germany 1,860,000 

Austria-Hungary 840,000 

France 825,000 

Rnssia 750,000 

Belgium 225,000 

Holland 125,000 

Other countries - 190,000 

Total beet root 4,805,000 

Cans Suoab Crop. 

Java 660,000 

Louisiana 345,000 

Cuba 200,000 

Hawaiian Islands 206,000 

Philippine Islands 190,000 

Brazil 180,000 

Demerara 110,000 

Mauritius 110,000 

Egypt 100.000 

Antilles 95,000 

Peru 65,000 

Porto Kico 60,000 

Trinidad 50,000 

Barbados 50,000 

Guadeloupe 40,000 

Reunion 40,080 

Jamaica 35,000 

Martinique 30,000 

Total sugar cane 2,460,000 

Grand total 7,265,000 



Mr. R. W. Boland, of the Birmingham 
Machine and Foundry Company, of Birming- 
ham, Ala., was a guest of theGrunewald Hotel 
during the past week. 

Mr. Louis Kramer, owner of the Frances 
plantation in St. Mary parish, was in* New 
Orleans for a day or two during the past week. 

Mr. Valentine Schwann, owner of the Qer- 
mania plantation In St. Mary, which is one of 
the best managed and most successful places in 
the State, paid New Orleans a visit a few days 
ago, and left on the Louisville & Nashville 
for over the lake. 

Mr. Joseph Birg, of St. Mary parish, wad a 
guest of the St. Charles Hotel last Wednesday. 
Mr. Birg is quite a frequent visitor to the city. 

Col. Geo. E. Mann, of the Stella plantation, 
on the lower coast, paid us an appreciated visit 
during the past week. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Speelal Oorreapondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: A week of very 
bad weather has been our portion during the 
past hebdomedal period, and plantation worls 
hag been in a virtual state of suspension in 
consequence. The roads are in a horrible 
state, as they always are in good sugar soil after 
a rainy spell, and people who are compelled to 
travel over these thoroughfares just now are 
by no means to be envied. The road problem 
is one of ever recurring importance and vexa- 
tion in this part of the State, and the man who 
devises a system by which Louisiana mud can 
be made readily -navigable in the rainy season 
has fame and fortune awaiting him. 

The enforced suspension of operations on the 
plantations has spoiled the chances for com- 
piling a newsy letter this week, and, therefore, 
** Ascension ^s^^ screed to-day will be the soul 
of wit, at least so far as brevity is concerned. 
The managerial changes which took place in 
this parish simultaneously with the advent of 
the new year are thus recorded by the Donald- 
sonville Chief: 

Mr. J. Clement Mire comes from Made- 
wood, in Assumption, to succeed Mr. Louis J. 
Landry at Ger mania, and Mr. Landry goes to 
Rodrigue in place of Mr. Paul Bouchereau. 
The latter gentleman succeeds Mr. Fulgence 
Bourgeois at Crescent. 

Mr. L. M. St. Martin gets an assistant at 
Pelico, Arlington and Bar Harbor in the per- 
son of Mr. Alcide Arceneaux, formerly assist- 
ant at Germania. 

Assistant T. D. Jackson has left Xew Hope 
and returned to Alabama, and his place as Mr. 
J. W. Tucker's aid will be taken by Mr. A. S. 
Crawford, who has hefetofore been Mr. T. S. 
Bobbins' assistant at Ascension. A young man 
named L. W. Leonard — a stranger in the 
parish — will succeed Mr. Crawford at Ascen- 
sion. 

Mr. Dan. A. Blouin has given up his place 
as assistant at the Miles Co.'s Donaldson 
place and goes back to Iberville. He is suc- 
ceeded at Donaldson by Mr. Horace W. Green, 
heretofore assisting his father at Cottage farm. 

About the only change in the ownership of 
plantation property in the parish which has 
come to the knowledge of your correspondent 
is the acquisition of a half interest in the Lin- 
"wood place by Mr. C. D. Gondran, of the 
Belle Helene store, who will be henceforth 
associated with Mr. J. N. Brown in the owner- 
ship and management of the place. 

Mrs. L. P. Von Hofe, of Darrow, is offering 
300 acres of excellent sugar land, near that 
place, for sale or rent on very favorable terms, 
and whoever secures the property is almost 
sure to do well. A tramway to a large factory 
traverses the place, offering all the desired 
facilities for getting cane quickly and easily to 
the mill. 

Speaking of factory reminds me of the report 
that the Belie Helene house has to be enlarged 
and equipped with the best class of machinery 
in anticipation of the much greater amount of 
work the establishment will be called upon to 
perform in the future. It is a pity some enter- 
prising and far-seeing plahter or manufacturer 
doesn't make a ten-strike for liimself and con- 
fer a boon upon the people of the fertile New 



Blver section of the parish by tapping that re- 
gion with a tramway, or, better still, a full- 
sized railway, so that the several hundred of 
small farmers there who are grubbing along 
with Hve-cent cotton would be given a favor- 
able opportunity to get out of that rut into 
cane culture. The Gramercy and Illinois 
Central managers have a first-class chance 
here for a profitable investment by building a 
few miles of tap road into the New Biver 
country from the main line of the Mississippi 
Valley road. 

Next Tuesday will be the first of the month, 
and perhaps the A. B. S. P. A. will muster a 
quorum. ' 

Col. J. E. St. Martin, one of our most worthy 
and successful cane planters, was deservedly 
honored by the stockholders of the Bank of 
Donaldsonvllle last Tuesday, having been 
elected by unanimous vote as a member of the 
board of directors of that institution. The 
other members of the board are Hon. Henry 
McCall, Dr. W. M. McGalliard, Messrs. G. M. 
Bowie, Adolphe Netter, Chas. Maurin, S. 
Goette, C. Kline, L. E. Bentley, L. J. Brun 
and Nicholas Eris. The board will meet next 
Tuesday at 9 :30 A. m., to choose oflicers for 
the ensuing year. Ascension. 



Iberville. 

[Special CorrespoDdenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been very unfavorable for the planting inter- 
ests for the past two weeks, and a large quan- 
tltv of rain has fallen. Mr. Michael Schlatre, 
of the EiUerprise plantation, reports the rain- 
fall since the first instant at twelve inches. 
This and the long spell of warm weather are 
getting in their work on the seed cane, fully 
20 "per cent, of which is badly sprouted. No 
field work was possible this week except ditch- 
ing and some ploughing of rice land. All 
agree that the latter work is more effective 
when done in dry weather, but many who have 
large areas to break up feel that they can not 
wait on the weather and have inaugurated 
their work. The acreage planted in rice this 
year will exceed that of 1897 by about 20 per 
cent. 

Mr. Louis Danos, of Ascension, who has 
contracted to buy the interest of Mr. Joseph 
A. Grace in the Milly plantation, moved up 
last week and has taken charge of the field op- 
erations. Mr. Danos is a planter of ability 
and signal energy and good reports may be 
expected from MlUy. Mr. Edwin H. Comeaux, 
manager of this place, has moved into Plaque- 
mine and is on the lookout for a situation. 
There is not a better cultivator in the parish 
than Mr. Comeaux and he will not be long 
idle. 

Cedar Grove's output for 1897 was 3,750,000 
pounds, and her neighbor's, the Catherine's, 
was the same. It is probable, from the large 
acreage being put in cane in the rear of these 
places, that the output of each will exceed the 
5,000,000 mark this year. 

Mr. Frederick D. Bobertson, of Plaquemine, 
has contracted . to sell the large crop of cane 
he expects to raise on Homestead this year to 
the Cinclare central factory, of West Baton 
Bouge. Besides paying a good price in addi- 



tion to the freight charges, Mr. Laws, of Cin- 
clare, is offering splendid inducements in the 
way of advances on reasonable terms. For 
instance, to some of our people ho offers 
money in sums of $1000, as needed, to be re- 
paid out of proceeds of crop at the rate of S 
per cent, per annum. There are no commis- 
sions charged, only interest at 8 per cent., and 
that only for the time the money is actually 
used. This is an inducement, and it will fetch 
many tons of cane to Cinclare. 

Messrs. Babin Bros., of St. Gabriel, will cul- 
tivate a part of the Indian Camp plantation, 
as well as their own tract, in rii e. 

Mr. Martin P. Peterson, of Plaquemine, has 
renewed his leaneof the Long Point planta- 
tion with Mr. Edward Desobry. A part of 
this place is high and sandy, and Mr. Peterson 
experts to plant cane this week in spite of the 
rains. 

Hon. Andrew Caneza, mayor of Plaquemine, 
was buried at that place last Wednesday . Mr. 
Caneza was well and favorably known to the 
planting fraternity as a bricklayer and sugar 
maker, in both of which callings he excelled. 
He held during his life many responsible posi- 
tions and was a good citizen. He leaves a 
widow, a daughter of the late Judge ZenOD 
Labarre, and three children. 

Iberville. 

West Baton Rous^e. 

[Special Oorreapondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Just at the present 
time there is a painful dearth of interesting 
happenings in local sugardom. This is due 
more to the beastly weather of the past three 
weeks than any other cause. 

The first week of the current month was 
bright and clear, and was taken advantage of 
to the utmost, by those planters who had 
linished grinding, to plant cane. Bain set in 
on the 10th Inst., and has 'continued almost 
without inter.iiission since that time. It seems 
impossible for us to get more than two days' 
sunshine at a time. As a natural result of 
these unfavorable conditions little or nothing 
is being done on the plantations. Indeed, it 
is impossible to do anything. Of course every- 
body would like to be planting, but the 
ground is too wet to permit such work. Field 
operations are therefore quite backward. 
While there has as yet been no cold to injure 
plant or stubble, it is feared that a continua- 
tion of the present rainy spell will work more 
or less damage, particularly to the plant. 
Before the water from one rain has time to run 
off, another shower comes and replenishes the 
supply. So far, however, no complaints of 
defective plant or stubble have been heard. 

Orange Grove, the last factory in the parish 
to finish grinding, would have wound up the 
season's run to-day (Wednesday) but for the 
breaking of the cane knife. I understand that 
Mr. Devall will have tha knife repaired hi 
order to finish grinding, but he has so little 
cane to be worked up he may conclude not to 
start the mill again. 

The rapid rise in the Ohio and Upper Mis- 
sissippi is causing more or less uneasiness 
among our people, whose memory of last year's 
flood is yet painfully vivid. Our levees are hi 
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fftirly good conditioD, but it is earnestly hoped 
iixej will not be subjected to a repetition of 
the strain put upon them by the flood of 1897. 

Hie regular annual meeting of the police 
jury was held to-day, and much important 
local business was transacted. The meeting 
attracted a large number of planters from dlf- 
lerent sections of the parish. 

Hon. Martin Glynn, a prominent Pointe 
Coupee planter, visited Port Allen last Wed- 
nesday. 

Mr. H. Wilkinson, of Poplar Grove, spent 
jeveral days in New Orleans this week. 

Frost and ice were in evidence here last 
Sunday morning. Apropos ot which the tradi- 
tional oldest inhabitant is vainly endeavoring 
to recall such a mild winter as the one now 
prevailing. 

A great deal of woodland has been cleared 
ap during the past year in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Terrebonne. 



[Speci&l Correspondence.j 

Editor Louisiana Planter*: Of late the weather 
has been such that virtually nothing has been 
accomplished in the flelofg in the way of 
preparations for plantings of either cane or 
corn — the frequent precipitations keeping the 
soil saturated. 

The dense banks of clouds which have re- 
cently passed northward from the gulf will, 
when precipitated, tend to fill the already 
rapidly rising streams, and a full river may be 
seen at an earlier date than usual. 

Planters are more hopeful than at this time 
last year, as sugars are higher priced and the 
prospects for better prices are seemingly good, 
as there are now greater hopes that the bounty 
system will be abandoned in Europe at no very 
distant date, under which changed conditions 
home consumption would increase, and there 
would otnsequently be an Increasing demand 
for sugar. 

Many factory owners begin to realize that 
the cost of manufacture must be reduced to a 
minimum, and much study is now l>elng given 
to the solution of perplexing problems con- 
fronting proprietors. To select the proper 
apparatus and equip an up-to-date factory is 
beyond the ken of most men, even those who 
are deemed experts; one may be well versed 
in the requirements of the milling plant, but 
entertain very erroneous impressions as to 
boilers and the economy of steam. One may 
safely hazard the prediction that in from seven 
to ten years the machinery in nine- tenths of 
the factories in the State will be utterly value- 
less. 

Men of talent the world over are investigat- 
ing, and improvements are from year to year 
being made in the machinery pertaining to 
sugar manufacture. The plant of the future 
will be powerful, efficient, and as nearly 
automatic as possible, metal being cheaper in 
the aggregate than fuel or labor. 

Through the courtesy of the author the 
writer has recently perused " Sugar Cane " by 
Dr. W. C* Stubbs, a work which should be care- 
fully studied by all who are interested in the 
tropical cane sugar industry. Much of it has 
appeared in a different form in Tub Planter, 



but in the book the information is in a con- 
densed form and can be readily referred to, as 
the different operations of the field progress 
from planting to harvest time. That portion 
of the volume which is worthy of the most 
careful study on the part of cane growers, is 
that which refers to the utter futility of fertiliz- 
ing badly drained fields with the expectation 
of realizing the benefits which should accrue 
from the expenditure. To drain effectively is 
to fertilize cheaper than to buy manure. 

Wednesday of last week was threatening in 
the morning, with showers in the afternoon ; 
Thursday, fair in the morning, light shower 
later; Friday, cloudy, with thunder and light- 
ning at nightfall; Saturday, light showers; 
Sunday, variable; Monday and Tuesday, 
showers, and Wednesday morning, clear and 
cold, with the prospects of fine weather for at 
least a day or two. 

The ofllcial weather report from Schriever is 
as follows : 

Temperature. Baiafall. Saoshine 
January 17.62.8 35.2 

** 18.61.8 43.0 

** 19.68.7 46.0 1.86 

** 20..72.8 39.7 .38 

21.65.0 40.0 

** 22.67.8 42.2 .29 

" 23.71.5 36.0 .19 



67.2 40.8 



2.72 
Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 

[Special CorrespoDdenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: About all there is 
in this country to write about now is rain, 
rain, rain, for it rains both day and night, and 
it is an utter impossibility to get out to learn 
the little news that is drifting about. There 
has been an abundance of water on the prai- 
ries here for several days past, and the few 
people who came to town would often have to 
swim their horses to get here. The immense 
amount of rain that we have had for the past 
week is responsible for this state of affairs. 
The oldest inhabitants say that they have never 
seen so much water on the ground before at 
one time. All farm work is at a dead stand- 
still and likely to remain so for several days 
to come. 

A great many of our cane growers are com- 
plaining about their seed cane spoiling in the 
windrow. This they attribute to the overabun- 
dance of rainfall, which has completely sogged 
the land and caused the cane to rot. It is to 
be hoped, however, that the damage will not 
be sufficient to materially affect the acreage. 
The small cane planter is entertaining great 
anticipations and building huge hopes on the 
coming crop, and the price that he will receive 
for the same; with the Dingley bill in full blast, 
and with stanch men at his back to assure 
him that he can readily dispose of bis crop, as 
the farmers in this section have, and receive 
therefor the highest market price obtainable, 
he can with satisfaction discharge his daily 
labors, smoke his pipe of contentment at even- 
ing, and repose with ease and satisfaction on 
his easy couch during the night. There is no 
longer a fear that an over-production will 
cause the loss of a crop, for the mills have 
already assured them that they will want in 



the neighborhood of 200,000 next season, and 
they are ready to octntract for it now, if neoes- 
sary. 

Messrs. Hall & Slutz are making rapid prog- 
ress on their irrigating canal between the show- 
ers, and if nothing material hinders them they 
will be in shape to irrigate rice by the 15th of 
March or Ist qt April. These gentlemen have 
push about them and don't know what the 
word fail means. They will put in about 2000 
acres of rice as an individual crop this year, 
and will furnish water for about 2500 acres 
more for parties who own land along the canal. 
Your correspondent is reliably Informed that 
the Gueydan Canal Company is perfecting ar- 
rangements to make the improvements and 
extensions to their canal that were mentioned 
in last week's Planter. 

Mr. O. M. Wilson, of Mansfield, La., who is 
largely interested in the sugar business of this 
parish, came over the I. & V. Railroad Sunday 
last. The object of Mr. Nilson's trip to Abbe- 
ville just now is to close up a deal that he has 
receiitly made for a large sugar plantation one 
mile south of town, and on which he proposes 
to erect a refinery at no distant day. He will 
not as yet give out anything definite about his 
future plans more than to say that he pur- 
chased this place for the purpose of erecting 
a large central refinery thereon. 

Mr. Desire Delcambre, of Delcambre, and 
one of the largest sugar planters in the eastern 
part of Iberia parish, was on our streets Mon- 
day. Mr. Delcambre will increase his acreage 
at least 300 per cent, this year. 

Mr. John B. Wright, of Cayuga, Ind., came 
in last week to look, after his interests in this 
parish. Mr. Wright has l>oth cane and rice 
interests here. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: At this time it 
begins to look like this month was going to be 
a record breaker, in so far as wet weather is 
concerned. There have been but few clear days 
since the first of the month. It has been rain- 
ing almost incessantly in torrents, frequently 
for a whole day, filling the earth with water 
to such an extent that it is found to l>e the 
next thing to the impossible to get out and 
do any sort of field work whatever. 

The bayous are all about full, consequently 
drainage is more or less held in check until 
such time as it may require for the water to 
drain off through the swollen bayous and 
sloughs. 

The planters were never more anxious than 
they are to-day for better weather, as there is 
no lack of work needing to be done before 
planting can be profitably carried forward; 
therefore it is naturally worrying to those who 
have work which needs to be performed. 

Should next month prove to be wet and dis- 
agreeable as this has been, planting will be as 
late as it was last year. Very little cane has 
been planted to date. Judging from the 
amount of seed cane put down last fall, ttie 
planters will, when it does come on a spell of 
fair weather, have to start increased forces to 
plough and plant to finish in due season. 

Ex-Congressman A. B. Irion, of Eola, will» 
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•0 I am informed, plant some forty or more 
acres of corn this spring qa his Eola planta- 
tion. 

Mr. Jeff. Caldwell, of Eola, has seed in re- 
serve to plant several acres to cane this year, 
with the intention, if I am not mistaken, 
of planting largely to cane a year hence. 

Information received from reliable sources 
states that qaite a number of planters and 
farmers in the neighborhood of Cheneyville 
and Theoda contemplate returning to cane 
growing just as fast as it is possible for them 
to obtain seed with which to plant their fields. 
The country around Cheneyville is naturally a 
cane producing country. The soil is of a rich 
alluvial loam, light and easily cultivated, and 
when planted to cane will yield from thirty to 
forty tons of cane per acre, with the applica- 
tion of no other fertilizer than the cow pea. 

Situated on Bayou Boeuf, which affords at 
all seasons of the year an abundant supply of 
water, for both farming and manufacturin^i: 
purposes, Theoda, at the junction of the Alex- 
andria branch of the S. P. Railroad with the 
T. & P. system, is fast growing in population, 
as well as business enterprises. Only a few 
years old, it shows what the pluck and energy 
of one man can do when he has the will power 
to move to the front and keep there. 

Mr. Geo. W. Bennette is the moving spirit in 
this instance, and knows no such word as fail, 
and to him is due all honor for the growth and 
progress of the beautiful town of Theoda, 
named in honor of Mrs. Theoda Bennette. 

Mr. Bennette has a fine home and plantation 
some five miles south of Theoda (P. O. Ben- 
nette), and is engaged in merchandising and 
planting, growing such crops as cane, com, 
pease and cotton. 

There is some agitation now going on in re- 
gard to building a sugar factory on either Mr. 
C. F. Knoirs Ellen E^y plantation, or Mr. A. 
p. Havard's Boonville plantation, adjoining. 
Either place is admirably situated for factory 
purposes; in fact, I may say, that there is 
none better for the profitable manufacture of 
pane into sugars. 

Marksville, our parish capital, is to hold an 
election on March 1 to decide whether or not 
to pay a five-mill tax for ten years to the con- 
struction of the Baton Rouge & Central, 
Louisiana, Railroad. If this road is built, it 
will boom Pointe Coupee parish, and finally 
bring the citizens of that parish back to their 
first love, cane growing and the manufacture 
of sugar. 

Since commencing to write it has been report- 
ed to The Planter's scribe that seed cane in 
some places is beginning to sprout too freely in 
the mat, attributed to excessive warm rains, 
which causes some apprehension on part of 
the planters of damaged seed cane. As I go to 
mail this letter it is raining. Erin. 



St. James. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Rain and mud and 
slush, the legitimate belongings of January 
weather, was the regular programme for the 
past week Since our last bulletin we have had 
an uninterrupted spell of mean, unbearable 
weather. Yesterday at noon the elements made 



a somersault and landed us ip a cold and bright 
atmosphere, with the uncertainty of knowing 
how long we will be thus favored. 

The wise and prudent planter, however, may 
be seen after a heavy rainfall riding over his 
lands, and, with the surface water for his guide, 
silently taking the levels and mentally plan- 
ning for the future improvement of his drain- 
age. Others, again, may be seen in the wind- 
row carefully pulling out a stalk of seed cane 
here and there, eagerly glancing at Its general 
condition from end to end, then with the aid 
of the thumb nail and both eyes closely exam- 
ining the buds to see whether they are 
shrunken or swollen, or still in a dormant con- 
dition. Some planters have discovered a few 
sprouted stalks, and others who have done a 
few days' planting report seed to be fine. The 
condition seed cane is in when planted is not 
the principal virtue required to ensure a real 
good stand; two other necessary requisites to 
attain that end are, first, the kind of weather it 
is planted in, and the condition of the soil to 
receive it. 

The bad condition of the roads has often 
been commented on, but under the present 
circumstances it is difficult to adequately ex- 
press in what a plight they are now. 

Much apprehension Is felt in this part of the 
parish on account of the new levee now being 
built on Pike's Peak and vicinity. Very little 
work has been done on the ends, besides many 
gaps to be filled in different parts of the levee. 
With swollen streams just above us and our 
river on the rise, we can not help but feel 
shaky. There has not been much favor shown 
in the building of the above levee, as, besides 
bad weather, the contractors have had other 
contretemps to overcome. 

Mr. J. Foxhall, employed for many ye^rs on 
Point Houmas plantation, will replace Mr. E. 
Schexnaildre on Pike's Peak. Another re- 
moval was that of Mr. £. Bourgeois on the 
Hester plantation, heretofore employed on 
Vera plantation. 

The Graugnard Bros, are still spreading out 
and we are pleased to note that they seem to 
have a penchant for St. James plantations. 
Their latest acquisition is the purchase of the 
M. B. C. plantation from the J. Tessier es- 
Ute. 

Mr. J. Henderson and his estimable wife paid 
a fiying visit to their son, of Bessie K., last 
week. 

Messrs. Sobral and Tucker, of Oak Alley, 
two of our tame sports, paid New Orleans a 
brief visit in each other's company, but the 
weather was not in their favor and knocked 
most of their plans in the head, whatever they 
were, and they returned home thoroughly dis- 
gusted. St. James. 

St, James, Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Since last your 
scribe wrote to your valuable paper, the 
heaviest rainfalls that have been seen in a long 
time have visited our section. The past two 
weeks have been a series of bad weather in- 
termingled with a little sunshine and strong 
winds, followed by a slight fall in the ther- 
mometer, and all ideas of early planting have 



been abandoned for the present, until a fairer 
condition occurs, when all field work will re- 
vive. To-day (Wednesday) not a fairer day 
could be desired, as no clouds have been seen; 
still according to a great many signs we fear 
the approach of a coming rain. Qreat appre* 
hensions are felt for a general sprouting of 
trees and cane seed, owing to the very mild 
weather we are having, which is not much of a 
January type, which could possibly be followed 
by a severe cold and cause great injury to veg- 
etation in general. 

Everything is on a standstill, and even the 
mercantile travelers are complaining of such a 
total drop in work. 

The all-interesting question of the day which 
is almost causing alarm is the rapidly rising 
river. Work is now being done at the Nita 
crevasse, and the contractor has fears of not 
being able to terminate the necessary work oo 
this levee before the arrival of the river to 
where the work is being done. 

Mr. Alcide M^lancon has accepted the 
position as levee inspector for St. James parish. 

The St. Rose plantation, owned by Messrs. 
Rolling & McFarland, has been sold to Messrs. 
Keller & Hargis,»of Convent, for the sum of 
$27,500. Mr. Rolling, we are told, expects to 
remove and establish himself and charming 
family in New Orleans ; his departure will be 
greatly regretted by his many friends. We 
understand that the new proprietors of St. 
Rose will put up extensive repairs in the sugar 
house and all necessary work for a good cane 
crop will be done. 

It was but last week that the great Gramercy 
factory terminated its long and eventful grind- 
ing, paving realized over 11,000,000 pounds of 
sugar 

We are pleased to hear of the removal of 
Mr. Jos. Malarcher, of New Orleans, to St. 
James, having accepted the position of assist- 
ant overseer on Mr. B. H. Pring^s Oneida 
plantation. 

The plantations of Iberville parisli seem to 
be altogether "For Sale," as they are greatly 
in demand, and many of St. Janies^ planters 
have either purchased or rented some of them, 
while others are on the way to close negotia- 
tions in the same place, happily not necessi- 
tating the removal of all the interested par- 
ties. Convent. 



St. Mary. 

Every planter in the parish has finished 
sugar making. Camperdown, Linwood and 
Maryland were among the last to finish, bat 
none of them lost any cane. While the result! 
were not as great as hoped for, still no one has 
a right to complain, yet some would do so if 
they owned the world. It can safely be esti- 
mated that the average will amount to at least 
30 per cent, in excess of last year, because a 
sufficiency of seed has been put aside to bring 
it up to that limit. 8t. Mary continues to in- 
crease her lead as one among the most pro- 
gressive parishes In the St&ie.—Franklin N'ews, 
January 20. 

St. Charles. 

The planters are preparing to make a start 
for this year's crop, which promises to be 
larger than last year. From the present out- 
look the rice crop will be double the acreage 
of last year, and no doubt that the cane crop 
will come for its share also. Potatoes and 
onions are receiving a little attention, but from 
the small farmers. — Herald^ January 22, 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 

Berlin. 

Bbrlin, January 8, 1898. 

Editor Loui$iana Planter: There was last 
week a sort of semblance of winter, but c^ven 
this has not kept on longer than two days, 
after which the temperature rose and wet 
weather set in again, which in the last 
days resulted in a regular downpour, of 
rain. True, the factories still working ore 
yery few and far between, but their situation 
is not at all enviable, as their raw material is 
deteriorating every day; the beets sprouting 
in the siloes in a measure quite out of record. 
In fact, the meteorological conditions are at 
present — that is, at a time when the winter is 
generally in its most vigorous stage — quite 
springlike, which is not only prejudicial to 
sugar making and the work connected with 
it, but also agriculture in general, the.soii be- 
coming cloddy instead of being made friable 
by hard frosts, which is far from auguring well 
for next year's vegetable production, which at 
the same time is endangered by an excess of 
vermin, the latter failing to be killed by hard 
frosts. Sometimes the winter in this country 
sets in very late, and it may be so also this 
year. In this case, however, spring work 
would be delayed, and so would the sowing of 
the beets, which as a rule is telling on the re- 
sults of the crop. About the same are the 
conditions and prospects in the other beet 
countries of Europe, and all around a less 
changeable and more steadfast winter weather 
is desired. 

The bounty question remains the order of 
the day, and although there is still probability 
that the movement set on foot will be con- 
ducive to palpable and satisfactory results, it 
is of some interest to follow its development. 
Germany and Austria are. It seems, perfectly 
d'acord that the bounties should be abolished 
and for them no coercive measure is necessary. 
But notwithstanding the harmony in the aims 
to be reached there is some difference in their 
situation with regard to this question. The 
present Austrian law is only provisional and 
expires — and with it the present high bounty — 
on August 1, 1898. That the parliament of the 
Austro- Hungarian monarchy should be in- 
clined to prolong the present law is at least very 
doubtful, and in case a motion of this kind 
were rejected, the old lower rate of bounty 
would come into force again. On the other 
hand, the manufacturers of the Austro-Hun- 
garian empire have their cartel, and this en- 
ables them to dispense eventually entirely with 
the bounty, as they can add the amount lost 
in the reduced or abolished bounties to the 
price for home consumption, the object of the 
cartel being any way to get a better price on 
the home market. Thus the Austrian manu- 
facturers are practically in a position to 
look on with great equanimity, no matter 
wliat may or what may not become of 
the bounties. But things are quite dif- 
ferent in Germany. This country can not 
boast of any cartel or agreement what 
ever to influence home prices, and the bounty 
abolished, she would be unarmed and deliv- 
ered up to her competitors, amongst whom 



France, with her double bounty, is the most 
dangerous. Germany, therefore, must insist 
on a radical measure as to the destruction of 
the bounty system, otherwise she would be 
placed in the most disadvantageous position as 
compared with the two other large bounty- 
paying countries. But let the bounties be 
abolished everywhere and Germany will be 
able to hold her own. But, unfortunately, the 
time when this question is to be solved in that 
sense seems to be still very far off, for France 
has declared that she will not take part in any 
conference if her indirect tK)uirties are not left 
alone. Thus it comes to pass, as I once have 
foretold — when the late bounty law in France 
was adopted. Anticipating the possibility of 
an anti-bounty movement, she created for her- 
self an object of compensation in the new 
bounty, which she would be inclined to give 
up when other countries sacrificed theirs. The 
other day our papers reported that the United 
States Treasury had resolved to apply the 
American countervailing duty also on the 
French indirect bounty, but the intelligence 
needs still confirmation. But any way the 
measure would be a step in the right direction, 
by which France could be advised that their 
indirect bounty Is not looked at by everybody 
as a noli me tangere. By the way, strange 
enough it is, that America has not taken from 
the outset an attitude which would settle the 
question in that sense, for what is sauce for 
the goose is sauce for the gander. 

It has been mentioned in these letters already 
that beet cuttings mixed with molasses have 
proved to be a very nutritious and wholesome 
fodder, eagerly taken' by the cattle fed by it. 
There have l)een made experiments of late by 
an agricultural authority in order to find out 
in what it would be best to give molasses to 
the animals. The result has been that the 
above mixture produced the best effects on the 
increase of the weight of the cattle taken as 
subjects for the experiment; next to that 
ranged green molasses, but the mixture with 
peat and palm kernel fiour, though also liked 
by the animals, proved less useful. It may be 
added that the beet cuttings are dried first by 
some apparatus invented for that purpose and 
it is claimed that this way to make use of mo- 
lasses is at present the most profitable of all. 

The course of the markets has so far in the 
new year not kept what it promised to be. 
Right in the first days of 1898 the tendency 
weakened and the retrograde movement, thus 
rather unexpectedly ushered in, has to all ap- 
pearance not yet reached its turning, which, 
however, will certainly not be far off, the situ- 
ation in general being unchanged in its mate- 
rial points. The present cause of the reaction 
seems to be that by the mild weather large 
quantities of sugar have been dispatched on 
the rivers to the seaports, in consequence of 
which the tenders there became large and un- 
wieldy. Thus a pressure to sell was produced, 
which resulted in a marked drop of prices — 88 
per cent, rendement now being quoted at 
Magdeburg only at 10.5-10.27 marks, whilst 
delivery January is worth at Hamburg 9.37 
marks f . o. b. Refined were quiet, with prices 
barely maintained on last week's level. 

Robert Hennig. 



British Honduras. 

[Special OorreBpondenoe.] 
Toledo, B. H., January 10, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The New Yeai* 
came in, not with new weather exactly, but 
dealt us out quite a cold spell. The general 
cry is ^^hard times.'' Christmas passed ofi 
quietly — unusually so— as there was not money 
enough among the laboring classes to get tip 
balls and dances, but it seems that all hands 
managed to secure employment. The Mexican 
government sent a gunboat to Belize to guard 
the Rio Hondo, the boundary line between 
British Honduras and Yucatan. For a number 
of years past a tril^e of Indians have claimed 
the territory bordering on British Honduras 
and have licensed logwood and mahogany 
cutters to cut wood very reasonably, but with 
the prospect before them of having to pay 
double license contractors can not see their 
way clear to begin work. There was also a 
fire in Belize lately which consumed a block 
of buildings, including the largest dry goods 
store in town. All these things are inclined 
to add to the hard times, and it appears to 
sugar planters that the consumption of their 
product is decreasing. Dealers seem, to be 
working a sort of hand-to-mouth game on 
them.' It is probably on account of the near-* 
ness of the new crop. 

Dr. Pearce, who bought a small vacuum 
pan several years ago, and failed to get it to 
work, has overhauled it lately and secured the 
services of a vacuum pan man from Louisiana 
to operate it. He has also purchased a latest 
improved Hep worth centrifugal, and is setting 
it up. The doctor will very probably succeed 
in his undertaking this time. He hopes to 
make white sugar, and fill a long felt want in the 
colony. Of course this will mean damp white 
sugar, as he has no granulator or cube press. 
This is the first vacuum pan that has ever been 
imported to British Honduras to the writer's 
knowledge, and a granulator and cube press 
would make British Honduras wink her eyes 
with surprise. Why, the idea of her gay dam- 
sels having powdered sugar to go on their 
wedding cake, grown on native soil, would l>e 
(as the darkey said) *• too good to talk about." 
But don't let us despair, the world is still go- 
ing round and may for thousands of years yet. 

Tropic. 



Mr. J. B. Churchill, of Lakeland, La., where 
he controls large sugar planting interests, was 
in the city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. 
Churchill does not visit New Orleans so fre- 
quently as many other planters, but his advent 
is always heartily welcomed by his friends in 
town. 

Mr. H. Friedrichs, skilful, jovial and popular 
as usual, was a guest in charge of the vacuum 
pan outfit at Mr. H. L. Laws' Cinclare factory 
this year. A fine factory like Cinclare has 
to have a fine sugar boiler, and that is proba- 
bly the reason why Mr. Friedrichs goes back 
there year after year. 

Mr. J. A. Dalferes, a prominent sugar 
planter of Assumption parish, was at the 
Grunewald Hotel last Thursday. 

Col. L. S. Clark, of Lagonda plantation, was 
a guest of the St. Charles Hotel on Tuesday. 
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BEET SUGAR. 

9 ' 

Lehi, Utah. 

Superintendent Qranger has been in Ogden 
iu»i6ting in tlie selection of a site for the sugar 
factory there. 

Contracting for beets will be finished this 
week. The acreage will be between 3400 and 
:S500 acres. 

Superintendent Austin will go to Ogden on 
Saturday to talk to the beet farmers up there. 

Farmers living on the Denver & Gulf Rail- 
way are being furnished with a copy of the 
instructions regarding beet culture as printed 
on the back of the contracts used by the Utah 
.Sugar Company. 

There is only one sugar factory between the 
^tate of Wisconsin in the Northwest and the 
State of Nebraska in the middle West, and the 
Eastern Atlantic Coast, and that is in the 
State of New York. 

Last week Manager Cutler ordered the beet 
seed for the Ogden and Oregon sugar factories 
from Europe by wire. Contracts will soon be 
made with farmers in these districts. In the 
Ogden district it is very probable that the 
beets will be paid for on a sliding scale; at 
least that is the report from there. 

Manager Cutler of the sugar factory made a 
.trip to Ogden on Saturday in the interest of 
the sugar factory to be built there. He says 
there are several sites picked out for the loca- 
tion of the sugar factory, but it is not yet de- 
cided which one will be chosen. — Banner^ 
January 18, 

Beet 5ugar in the South. 

The question of manufacturing beet sugar in 
the South is constantly increasiug in interest, 
and the indications are that it may be a profit- 
able undertaking in the Virginias. But in 
States farther South there 19 much discussion 
of the question. While there is no desire to 
.oppose or discourage what may prove to be a 
great source of profit to farmers, as well as a 
new and important industrial feature, it may 
be well to move cautiously in the matter. 
While a number of analyses have been made 
by the Department of Agriculture at Washing- 
ton, showing quite a high percentage of sac- 
charine matter in beets grown in the South, in 
the opinion of experts at least another year 
will be required before a satisfactory solution 
of the problem can be reached. A representa- 
tive of the Manufacturers'' TJecord recently made 
an examination of the records thus far com- 
piled by the Department of Agriculture rela- 
tive to beet growing, and found that out of 
SJ200 analyses which have been made by the 
government chemists, about 200 have come 
from the South, pr. Spencer, of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, who is in charge of the 
beet-sugar experiments, is authority for the 
statement that out of these 200 reports only a 
very small number have shown by analysis 
that the beets raised contained the necessary 
percentages of saccharine matter and of purity. 
In fact, it may be stated that thus far Monroe 
coimty. West Virginia, is the only locality 
where any number of samples have been 
grown having the right proportions combined. 



In this county nine samples were sent to the 
government which averaged from 14 to 90 per 
cent, of saccharine matter. Out of the sam- 
ples six were of a weight up to the commer- 
cial standard, which is from about twelve 
ounces upward. 

Dr. Spencer, who has made a study of the 
cultivation of the sugar beet in Europe, and 
who is also familiar with the manufacture of 
the sugar in factories abroad, informed a 
representative of the Manufacthrert'' Record 
that it is essential to have the beets of the 
weight mentioned, also that they should com- 
bine the necessary percentages of saccharine 
matter and of purity. Beets may be grown ef 
the necessary weight and yet fall below the 
average in the other properties, while on the 
other hand, beets containing a large portion 
of saccharine matter may be raised and yet be 
so small as to be practically valueless for 
manufacturing purposes. 

In a previous article on this subject, we 
made the statement that twelve tons of beets 
should be raised to the acre in order to make 
their cultivation profitable. All these elements 
entering into the consideration of the question, 
it will be seen that it is one'of much gravity, 
and that those who undertake to enter into the 
cultivation of the vegetable on a large scale or 
into its manufacture without investigating all 
the conditions, may make a serious and costly 
mistake. While Dr. Spencer believes that cer- 
tain sections of the South may have all the ad- 
vantages for growing beets at a profit, in case 
the pioneers in beet culture should make a 
failure, it might cause much injury to the 
Southern States at large in deterring Northern 
investors and others from becomiug interested 
in this line in any portion of the South. Con- 
sequently, it is well to make haste slowly in 
the matter, and no harm will be done in at least 
awaiting the result of further analyses made 
by the government and by the several State 
boards of agriculture. — Manufacturers'* Me^^rd. 



Sugar Beet Culture Near Qulncy. 

There are good prospects that sugar beet 
culture will be engaged in in this section of the 
State in the near future, and on an extensive 
scale. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad Company is interested in a plant to 
induce farmers to go into the business. In- 
dustrial Commissioner Ross of that corpora- 
tion says that if the soil is found to be adapted 
to the growth of the vegetable a plant will be 
established at Quincy. Secretary of Agricult- 
ure Wilson has promised to send a quantity of 
seed so that it can be determined whether the 
soil in this vicinity will produce a beet con- 
taining the required saccharine properties. — 
Chicago Criterion. 



Sugar Beet Cultivation In California. 

San Francisco, Jan. 13.— The Call says : 
^^A cablegram from London announces the 
success of the mission of Willard E. Green, 
who recently left for Europe in the interest of 
the beet sugar syndicate which has been nego- 
tiating for lands in the Sacramento Valley. 
Satisfactory arrangements have been made, 
and all that remains is to secure the proper 



persons to cultivate the beet. Contracts tiave 
been signed by which 150,000 acres of land 
near Chioo, Marysville and Red Bloff tiaye 
t>een secured, and the work of erecting three 
immense sugar factories will be started at 
once. The syndicate has a capital of $16,000,- 
000, and intends making the venture if money 
and experience can do it. The land secured 
eml>odies tracts from the Glenn ranch, the 
Bidwell ranch and the Pelican estate and the 
Stanford estate, with other tracts in smaller 
quantities.*^ — 2i, T, Journal Commerce, 



Europe's Su^ar Problem. 

It was lately reported from Yi^hna that 
France was the obstacle to the conference of 
sugar bounty-paying governments to agree on 
some means of ending an impossible situation 
that they have been constructing for some 
years. Later reports are that the conference ' 
will be held, and the inference Is that the 
French ministry has plucked up its courage 
and is getting ready to antagonize the beet 
farmers, potent as the agricultural classes of 
France are. France is paying much the high- 
est bounties of any of the continental coun- 
tries, and while the amount of this subvention 
of the beet raisers is a heavy burden on the 
treasury it is not enough to put France in the 
first or even the second place as a beet sugar 
producer. The Statist computes the French 
bounty as about £4 lOs. per ton, as against 25s. 
to 35s. in Germany and 30s. to 45s. in Austria. 
In spite of this very liberal assistance on the 
part of the government, France has been sur- 
passed as a sugar producer for the past four 
years by both Germany and Austria, though 
for the year 1897-98 the French and Austrian 
productions are estimated alike. 

The ratio of increase for the past four years 
has been 42 per cent, in France and not quite 
38 per cent, in Germany, but in the view of 
the very much greater production in Germany 
this difference in the rate of increase for the 
past four years is not enough to prove the 
efficacy of the very high bounty paid by 
France. 

Comparing 1896--97 with 1885-^ there has 
been an increase of 54 per cent, in the world^s 
production of sugar, while there has been 
a small decrease in the production of cane 
sugar, and since 1891-92, when the cane sugar 
reached its maximum, there has been a de- 
crease of 20 per cent. Beet sugar is more 
cheaply produced than cane sugar is in Lou- 
isiana, but it is doubtful if it is more cheaply 
produced than cane sugar can be produced in 
the West Indies and like climates where frost 
never occurs and replanting Is seldom neces- 
sary. Mr. Baden- Powell assumes that cane 
sugar is the more cheaply produced, and for 
certain purposes it is preferred. Apart from 
the temporary disturbances in Cuba the de- 
crease in cane production and the rapid in- 
crease of beet production is due to the pay- 
ment of bounties. By this agency the pro- 
duction of beet sugar has been increased more 
than 131 per cent, in eleven years, and in spite 
of some reduction in cane there has been an in- 
crease in the whole sugar output of 54 per cent. 
England has increased its consumption nearly 
50 per cent, and the United States has increased 
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tts coDSumpdon a trifle over 50 per cent. But 
tbese ratios are below the ratio of increase of 
production, and England and the United 
States are the only two countries that import 
large quantities of sugar. England must con- 
tinue to import, but it is not certain that the 
United States will. WiUett & Gray's estimates 
of the beet and cane sugar production in the 
United States In the past four years are as 
iollows : 

Year. Beet. Cane. 

1897-98 Tons. 70,000 240,000 

1896-97 40,000 240.000 

1895-96 80,000 237,000 

1894-96 ....„ 20,000 ' 317,000 

The consumption of sugar by this country 
and England for eleven years has not quite 
kept pace with the increased production, and 
yet it has been stimulated by the falling prices. 
The prices have now declined to a point where 
German and Austrian producers declare that 
they can scarcely live with the bounties and 
could not possibly meet their expenses with- 
out, unless the entire bounty system were 
abandoned, the production allowed to drop 
off and the price to rise. Eight pounds five 
shillings a ton was the price of beet sugar in 
London lately, and an advance of twenty shill- 
ings is attributed by the Statist to the an- 
ticipation that the bounties would be aban- 
doned. Adding a bounty of £1 5s. to a London 
price of £9 5s. and the sum is £10 lOs., which 
is testified by experts to be the very lowest 
price at which sugar can be produced in Mag- 
deburg and shipped to London. Any further 
decline, then, might be expected to check itself 
by stopping production. But this process 
takes time. Men will plant beets according to 
their hopes of next year and not their knowl- 
edge of last year. Licht-s estimate of the 
coming crop is larger than his report of the 
last crop in Germany, France and Russia, the 
aggregate beet sugar production being esti- 
mated for the coming year at a minute fraction 
less than the production of 1896-97.— iVeto York 
Journal of Commerce, 



The Failure of Sugar Bounties. 

[From the Glasgow Herald.] 

It is permissible to hope that the year just 
closed will form a turning point in the fortunes 
of our sutar colonies and of our long-harassed 
4ugar industry. At all events, one may say 
that never since 1888 has a brighter prospect 
been presented of a solution of the bounty 

groblem, such as not even a peripatetic Royal 
ommission has been able to solve. When 
experts are so greatly at variance over the 
meaning and effects of bounties the plain man 
may well feel helpless. He knows that he 
now gets sugar at a price which in his child- 
hood would DC regarded as fabulous, but he is 
not quite sure whether cheap sugar is a bless- 
ing or a bane. It is, at any rate, not thehouse- 
hold consumer who would resent and resist 
that addition of a farthing or so a pound, said 
to be all that is needed to save the West Indian 
colonies from fiscal perdition, but it is not the 
household consumer who rules the trade. The 
enormous consumption per head of the popu- 
lation in Great Britain is not due to excessive 
sweetening of either the cup that cheers or the 
whiskey that inebriates, but to the extensive 
employment of sugar in the manufacture of 
Jams, biscuits and confections (largely for ex- 
port) and in the brewing of beer. By the help 
of cheap sugar we have built up several great 



manufacturing industries and developed an 
important branch of export trade. 

A significant symptom of a turn in the tide 
is the improvement in the price of sugar in the 
United States— now the best market for our 
West Lsdian producers. Two verv interesting 
points about the United States^ connection 
with sugar are to be noted. That country is 
the largest consumer in the world, and it is 
the only country which has imposed counter- 
vailing duties on bounty-fed sugar. This 
fiscal action of the United States has, perhaps, 
had more effect in paving the way for aboli- 
tion of the bounty system than our Chamber 
of Commerce and Anti-Bounty Leagues, have 
as yet recognized. It may not be generally 
known that together the United Kingdom and 
the United States consume one-half of the 
world^s production of sugar, but that the pro- 
portions are — United States, 30 per cent.; 
United Kingdom, 20 per cent. The following 
shows the world's consumption during the 
last five years : 

United United Other 

Kingdom. States. Countries. Total 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1897 1,500,000 2,100,000 8,874,000 7,474,000 

1896 1,606 000 2.100,000 S,287,U00 6,890,000 

1895 1,539,000 1,950,000 4,48ii,000 7.922,000 

1894 l.H86,000 2.tl».000 8,879.000 7.278,000 

1898 1,353,000 1,907,000 8,099,000 6,359,000 

Now, in the United States all countries are, 
by the operation of the duties, placed upon 
equal terms, and not only has this been a con- 
siderable relief to our West Indian producers, 
but it has caused continental governments to 
consider the bounty question more seriously 
than they were previously disposed to do. 
These bounties have become an enormous 
burden upon the countries which grant them. 
In France they now amount to £4 10s. per ton ; 
in Germany from £1 5s. to £1 15s.~say, an 
average of £1 10s. per ton ; ane in Austria- 
Hungary from £1 10s. to £2 5s. — say an aver- 
age of £2 per ton. Now, the production of 
beet sugar by continental countries over the 
last four years has been, according to Licht, 
as follows : 

1897. 1896. 1896. 1894. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Germany 1,900.000 1,886,586 1,615,111 l,^4l,46l 

Fran.re 825,000 752.081 667,858 792,511 

Austria. 826,000 984,007 791,406 1,035,821 

Russia. 800,000 715,000 712,096 615.058 

Belfftum 2>5,000 288.099x 235,71^5 24H,957 

Holland 120,000 174,206 106,829 84,597 

Other countries 190,000 201,000 146,340 157,127 



Total 4,885,000 4,900'929 4,285,429 4,790,582 

In 1896 France exported 340,000 tons, the 
export bounty on which amounted to £1,500,- 
000. In 1897 the exports are computed at not 
less than 500,000 tons, the bounty on which at 
£4 10s. per ton will amount to the enormous 
sum of £2,250,000, all to be paid out of the 
national exchequer to the producer and im- 
porter. In 1896 the German exports were 
1,226,000 tons, the bounty on which at £1 10s. 
per ton would be £1,837,500. Thus France, on 
less than half the quantity sent away, pays 
nearly half a million more than Germany in 
bounties. As regards the produced of bounty- 
fed beet sugar, the present position seems to 
be this, that the price in London and the 
bounty just about cover the cost of production 
in the most favored district of Germany, but 
leave a good profit to the French producer in 
consequence of the higher bounty he receives. 
The effect of a high bounty is to reduce the 
selling price, and if Germany were to increase 
her bounties the price of sugar would become 
lower than ever, and France would suffer 
severelv, as Germany already exports nearly 
three times as much as she does. But, on the 
other hand, the very largeness of the exports 
of Germany is calculated to weigh against any 
movem'ent to increase the bounties there; 
while the necessity of reducing taxation, 
which is being year by year more impressed 
upon France, must tend to make each French 
govemtnent regard with growing doubt the 
heavy drain caused by bounties. 



These circumstances, which operate against 
any probable increase of continental botinties, 
are directly malting for the abolition of them. 
The trade has ceased to be profitable to Ger- 
man producers through (inter alia) the in- 
crease of the French bounties, and the threat 
of Germany to double her bounties may be 
enough to induce France as an alternative to 
reduce hers. K^either country can afford to 
enter upon a war of bounties, and, therefore, 
the time is opportune for asldng each to con- 
sider the propriety of abolishing them alto- 
gether. The action of the Anti-Bounty 
League, recently established in London, is " to 
promote by all meaus in its power the aboli- 
tion or the neutralization of the bounties 
which are pressing so heavily on important 
home industries, and have already brought 
many British colonies to the very verge of 
ruin." It need hardly be said that '* neutrali- 
zation ^ means countervailing duties, which 
no parliament would impose without a direct 
mandate from the country— a mandate which 
the country is not prepared to give, in spite of 
the entreaties of the Greenock Chamber of 
Commerce and other bodies. The German 
Secretary of Finance informed the Reichstag 
the other day that negotiations for the inter- 
national discussion of sugar bounties have 
been resumed with good hopes of a successful 
issue. T^e French Gk>vernment have favor- 
ably entertained the representations which 
have been made to them. And Mr. Chamber- 
lain is at present co-operating with Lord 
Salisbury in preparing material and arguments 
to lay before an international conference on 
sugar bounties, which, it is hoped, ¥dll be 
arranged for early this year. 



Trade Notes. 

W. W. Carre.— We invite the attention of 
our readers to the advertisement of Mr. W. W. 
Carr^, which appears in this Issu^ of The 
Planter. Mr. Carry's long experience in the 
lumber trade, together with his large facili- 
ties, makes him at once a leader in his partic- 
ular line of business. The portable plantation 
cabin which he manufactures is a vast im- 
provement over the old style, and our planters 
would do well to communicate with or call on 
him for anything in his line before placing 
their orders elsewhere. 

F. W, Freret,— Among the rising young 
men who are bidding for a part of the sugar 
planters^ trade none merit more consideration 
than Mr. F. W. Freret. Ever alert to the 
wants of the trade and to serve his customers 
with the best in his line, it is a matter of more 
than ordinary importance to the planters to 
consult him when in need of filter presses, 
filter cloths and filter bags, as well as cotton- 
seed meal and cow peas for fertilizers. His 
advertisement appears in this journal, lo which 
we call the attention of our readers. 

Comeaux' Cane Carts.— We desire to call 
attention to the advertisement, appearing 
elsewhere in this issue, of Mr. C. Lucas 
Comeaux, in which he makes some interest- 
ing statements regarding the patents covering 
his admirable cane-plantlng carts and wagons. 
Mr. Conieaux' vehicles are in such extensive 
use, and so many people are interested in 
them, that the special notice he prints to-day 
in The Planter should be carefully read 
by all. 

Mr. J. W. Bamett, of Shadyside, registered-, 
at the St. Charles on Wednesday. 
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James Dunn*s Review of the Sugar 
Trade of 1897. 

The year which is nearing its close presents 
a remarlcable contrast to its immediate fore- 
< runner. The feeling of depression which grew 
out of the disappointments and disasters which 
succeeded the speculative outburst of the earl- 
ier half of 1896 has throughout its entire 
course persistently dominated the business of 
1897, and the consequences are now seen in one 
nnbrolcen line of low prices, and in a lower 
average value than ever before recorded in the 
history of the trade. About the middle of 
August an important speculation in grain 
served for a time, notwithstanding its extran- 
eous character, to encourage the belief that the 
same spirit was also about to enter into sugar, 
and all the anticipations formed in the early 
months of the preceding year were again re- 
vived. But this was another mistake. Values 
were then, as they are now, low enough to at- 
tract general attention, but any sympathy 
which may have detached itself from the grain 
movement speedily congealed, so J:hat, after a 
brief experience of something which had the 
appearance of enterprise, the trade returned to 
its well-worn channels of indifference, and the 
European crop, which was now approaching 
its more critical stages, remained the sole 
arbiter of events. All the fine theories which 
had been advanced on the subject of specula- 
tive contagion were now abandoned, and the 
less complex exercise involved in the study of 
weather reports was fittingly substituted as a 
safer way to a practic il conclusion. It was to 
such simple observations, therefore, that atten- 
tion was now directed, and Mr. Licht's peri- 
odical reports on the various phases of progress 
accordingly became the topic of all absorbing 
interest. In the early stages of preparation 
for the crop of 1897-98 he gave it as his opinion 
that the area under cultivation was 3 per cent, 
less than that of the former year, and this, un- 
der all ordinary circumstances, meant a prob- 
able shortcoming of 150,000 tons on the com- 
parative ultimate outturn. 

This and a minus of importance which was 
expected to appear in the visible supplies at 
the end of the statistical year (1st September), 
1896-97, as compared with the quantity avail- 
able at the same point applicable to that of 
1895-96, constituted in a general way the forces 
by which prices were ultimately to be raised 
from the low level to which the reactionary 
movement which followed the speculative 
blunder of 1896 was supposed to have artific- 
ially depressed them. But here, again, an- 
other calculation failed to give the desired 
results, for the minus in the visible supplies 
was, in relation to the other figures, insignifi- 
cant, while the est? male as to the effect of the 
reduced area was for a time upset by other 
and unforeseen conditions, which gave promise 
of a crop bountiful enough to nullify all other 
considerations. It was under such circum- 
stances, therefore, and awaiting Mr. Licht's 
definite estimate of the supplies for 1897-98, 
that prices, which opened on the 1st of Jan- 
uary at 9s. Ij^d. per cwt. f. o. b. for 88 beet 
root aud lis. 9d. per cwt. floating terms for 
Java sugar continued to linger round those 
figures. The minimum point for the former 



has been 8p. 3d. and the maximum 9s. 6^d. 
per cwt- On 16th October, when values stood 
at 88. 7>id. for beet root and lis. for Java car- 
goes, Mr. Licht published his first estimate of 
the crop, giving as the probable result 4,925,- 
000 tons of beet root and 2,460,000 tons of cane 
sugar, or a total of 7,385,000 tons, and this, 
with the balance of 1,100,000 tons brought for- 
ward from last year's account, gave 8,485,000 
tons as the total sugar available for meeting 
the necessities of mankind for another year. 
In this estimate of the beet root production, 
which was only 26,000 tons short of that of the 
previous campaign, it was then seen that 
greater weight of roots and higher riclmess of 
saccharine, together with an almost complete 
absence of blanks or bare spaces, bad combined 
to compensate for diminished area of cultiva- 
tion, and that the estimated loss of 150,000 
tons from this curtailment bad practically 
been frustrated. 

Since publishing his first estimate, Mr. Licht 
has seen fit to reduce, by slow degrees and at 
various points, the probable result by 120,000 
tons, so that the benefit of a gift from a liberal 
and bounteous nature has, in turn, and by 
other miscalculations, been all but lost. In 
any case, it will need considerably larger 
figures than any yet conceived of as possible, 
whether as lessening or increasing the aggre- 
gate supply for the year, to affect in any ap- 
preciable sense, the very substantial character 
of the grand total of almost 8,500,000 tons 
which remain to be dealt with. Like every- 
thing strong, it can stand a good deal of de- 
traction without inconvenience, and this being 
so, it is all the more necessary that any esti- 
mate as to its ultimate disposal be as well 
founded as is that which creates the problem. 
The disposal of the estimated supply by the 
probable demand is the point upon which 
grave errors have occurred in the past, and it 
is well to remember this before accepting any 
statement as being even near the mark. In a 
table giving estimates of the world's consump- 
tion of sugar which was put in before the West 
India Royal Commission by Mr. N. Lubbock, 
that gentleman estimates that of the year 
1894-95 at 7,000,000 tons. 

He shows that from 1885-86 its course has 
been irregular, and even fluctuating;! but as 
over the whole period the progress is repre- 
sented by an average yearly increase of about 
200,000 tons, it is on this assumption fair to 
estimate the consumption of 1897-98 as some- 
where in the region of 7,600,000 tons. This 
quantity, then, coming against the estimated 
available supply, will leave something like 
765,000 tons as a margin, and allowing for 
further reductions of say 100,000 tons in the 
European estimate, and for additions of per- 
haps 200,000 tons to that of cane sugar, having 
the better condition of Cuban affairs in view, 
there will remain a probable balance of 865,- 
000 tons on Ist of September, 1898. This bal- 
ance, which is 335,000 tons under that on 1st 
September, 1895, and 245,000 tons under last 
year's, seems to be one which carries with it 
sufiicient promise of safety and change for the 
profitable handling of sugar throughout the 
coming year. Meanwhile, this calculation Is 
only put forward as a near approach to a fair 



conclusion from those other statements and 
observations referred to, and as to the perfect 
fairness of which their can, at any rate, be no 
manner of doubt. If it could be dealt with as 
a certainty, and fully recognized as the point of 
difference which marks two opposing groups of 
figures, and as forming a sort of buffer be- 
tween them, such a quantity is no more than 
may be considered necessary to regulate the 
ordinary events of the market with modera- 
tion ; but looking to the rapid development of 
the trade in European refined sugar with the 
East, especially with India and Japan, aad to 
the protabilities in relation to bounties and 
continental taxation, it seems doubtful if the 
present scale of production will long be able to 
bridle the demiind to anything like its present 
limits. Already, even as matters stand, this 
season*s supply is short of the probable con- 
sumption of this year by about 200,000 tons. 

James Dumn, 
Glasgow^ Scotland. 



Adulteration of Molasses. 

The recent article in this journal in refer- 
•^nce to the adulteration of molasses, which, 
as then stated, had assumed extensive propor- 
tions, has had the effect of concentrating at- 
tention upon this practice with the result that 
suggestions have already been made for bring- 
ing about some remedy for what is now gen- • 
erally considered a serious trade evil. Opinion 
has not yet apparently been crystallized, bat 
there is considerable talk of the need of legis- 
lation, and it is l>elieved by some that efforts 
may be made during the coming session of the 
Legislature to secure the passage of a law de- 
signed to prevent the sale of the adulterated 
article except as such. The question is by no 
means merely a local one. There has been 
much complaint among dealers throughout the 
State at the increasing proponion of adulter- 
ated goods in the market, which they claim 
has resulted in serious injury to trade in the 
pure article. 

While no positive action has yet been insti- 
tuted, the matter has been informally broached 
before officers of the Wholesale Grocers' Asso- 
ciation of this State, and it is not unlikely that 
that organization may be formally requested 
to take up the question of legislation in 
earnest. An unusually stringent pure food 
law goes into effect in the State of Massachu- 
setts on the first of January, and this has the 
effect of emphasizing the need of more dili- 
gence in this State. As a matter of fact, there 
is at present a law on the statute books of New 
York which was intended to prevent the sale 
of adulterated food products as pure, but as no 
appropriation was made to secure its enforce- 
ment it has been practically a dead letter. The 
act approved on May 16, 1892, amending Sec. 
407 of the Penal Code, provides that any per- 
son shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
who, *'with the intent that the same may be 
sold as unadulterated or tmdlluted, adulterates 
or dilutes wine, milk, distilled spirits or malt 
liquor, or any drug, medicine, food or drink 
for man or beast, or knowing that the same 
has been adulterated or diluted, offers for sale 
er sells the same as unadulterated or undi- 
luted.'- * * ♦ 
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Several members of the local trade have ex- 
pressed a desire either to have an adequate ap- 
propriation made at the next session of the 
Legisiatnre for the enforcement of the law or 
else to secure the enactment of a more strinji^- 
ent ineasure, with, of course, an appropriation. 
A prominent dealer, when conversed with yes- 
terday, said: 

^< What we need in this State is a pure food 
law and an appropriation to enforce it. In 
Connecticut, for instance, the Dairy Commis- 
sioners have the inspection of food products in 
hand. They do not go to the wholesaler, but 
to the retailer, where they can And just what 
condition the ffoods are In when they reach the 
consumer. If they And that the goods are 
adulterated they notify the retailer that he will 
be prosecuted. Fines of $100 have been en- 
forced in Connecticut, and as the retailer 
osnally ships back the condemned goods to the 
wholesaler the latter is also made to feel the 
effect of the law. We need something of this 
sort in New York. It would be a popular 
movement, and I think some one should agitate 
it before the Legislature.^^ 

Louis C. Nalsawald, a local broker, said: 

" There are laws In various States, but they 
are not always enforced. I believe that na- 
tional leglslHtlon, if it can be obtained, would 
be most desirable, as the evil could then be 
attacked at the veiy root. I believe, however, 
that a good deal can be accomplished by State 
laws, and feel confident that a law could be 



*^ I also believe that every planter should 
copyright and trade-mark his brands, for this 
would certainly be a protection." 

Another lower Wall street merchant, in 
close touch with the trade, said : 

^* I have heard of considerable dissatisfaction 
among grocers up the State. A Rochester 
merchant who was in the city recently told me 
that adulteration had become so extensive that 
unless some remedy was secured he should 
think of giving up dealing in molasses." 

Another local broker said : 

*' I do not know whether legislation can ac- 
complish anythins:. There have been laws in 
some States requiring packages to be branded 
^ compound,' but in many cases this brand was 
put on with stencil, with quarter-inch letters, 
60 that it could be effaced by rubbing the hand 
over It or in loading. I do not think that the 
ingredients used in bleaching are injurious, as 
the quantity used is small. Personally, I be- 
lieve that mixing is overdone. The molasses 
is mixed in the South, mixed again here and 
perhaps mixed again by the retailer. I am of 
the opinion that the practice has been carried 
to such as extent that a reaction will set in and 
the evil will thus cure itself." 

One cause of the Increase In adulteration 
and mixing, as stated In the previous article, 
is that tinder the present system of refining 
sugar by centrifugal process a much greater 
proportion of the sugar is extracted from the 
cane, so that the molasses is consequently so 
much the poorer In quality and darker in 
color. The planter can sell his sugar for say 
4 cents per pound, while the best of molasses 
brings but little more than 2 cents per pound, 
so that the former is obviously the first con- 
sideration. Indeed, molasses is in some cas^s 
80 impoverished by the centrifugal process 
that It is thrown away. The fact that lawg 
have been enacted to prevent the dumping of 
molasses in streams and bayous indicates per- 
haps as well as anything the relatively smaller 
onslderatlon which this product now receives 



by the sugar planter. While, however, the 
crop has been reduced In quantity, it would be 
far wiser, local dealers assert, to sell it at good 
prices than to *' extend " it by using glucose so 
freely and consequently bring about a decline 
In its value. 

Molasses from Porto Rico and Barbados is 
said to reach this cou ntry In prime condition, 
the use of glucose and other adulterants not 
yet having been practised in those sections. — 
Nexo York Journal of Commerce. 



New Pure Food Laws Proposed. ^ 

The article on the adulteration of molasses 
which appeared in these columns on Monday 
last has already borne fruit. A bill will, it is 
announced, be introduced in the New Jersey 
Senate this week and one in the New York As- 
sembly covering the question of' adulteration. 
The bills are practically Identical, and their 
provisions are very sweeping In character. 

They propose to prohibit the manufacture or 
mixing of wheat flour with any foreign sub- 
stance whatever, especially corn flour, barley 
flour, or corn starch, when the same is to be 
sold or offered for sale, or the articles to be 
made therefrom sold or offered, or exposed for 
sale, unless such adulterated or mixed flour be 
marked or branded ^' adulterated," and also 
bear an analysis on the package showing what 
its real contents are and the amounts or per- 
centages of each body thereof composed. 

They propose further to prohibit the manu- 
facture of bread, cakes, pies, pastry and con- 
fections with any flour whatever except wheat 
flour, when the same is to be sold or offered 
or exposed for sale, unless such manufactured 
articles shall be sold from or exposed in pack- 
ages or cases, or other receptacles that shall 
bear a mark or sign reading ^^Made from 
mixed or adulterated flour;" also, the same 
sign to bear an analysis of the constituent 
parts, showing the percentage of each body 
therein contained. 

The bills are Intended to prohibit the manu- 
facture of candy and confections of all kinds, 
or any part of the same, from glucose or grape 
sugar,. so-called, when the same is intended 
for sale or to be offered or exposed for sale, 
unless such manufactured articles be branded 
or marked '^ adulterated," and the package 
further marked or branded with an analysis 
setting forth the percentage of the different 
bodies therein contained. 

They seek to prohibit the mixing of cane 
molasses or cane syrup, maple syrup or maple 
molasses with glucose or grape sugar syrup, 
or the manufacture of preserves, jellies or 
other articles of food with the aid of glucose, 
glucose syrup or grape sugar syrup, unless the 
packages containing such cane molasses, cane 
syrup, maple syrup or maple molasses be 
branded or marked *' adulterated," and bear 
further mark or brand setting forth the per- 
centage of the pure article and the percentage 
of the adulterant. 

No licorice or any article intended to be an 
article of food shall be manufactured with the 
aid of glucose or grape sugar unless it shall be 
branded *' adulterated," and bear an analysis 
of Its constituent parts. 

No glucose or grape sugar shall be used in 



the manufacture or brewing of beer or ale.- 
Cognizance is taken of the fact that glucose or 
grape sugar forms in a natural manner by ther 
action of the diastase in malt upon the starch 
in the grain used by brewers, in the operation 
of brewing, and this glucose or grape sugar 
so formed is exempted from the operation of 
the act. 

JNo refuse from glucose factories is to be 
offered or exposed for sale in this State . 

No mixed flour, as described inSec.l, no- 
pastry, bread, cakes, pies, or any article of 
food, as described In Sec. 2; no candies or con- 
fections, as described in Scq. 3 ; no molasses or 
syrups, as described in Sec. 4 ; no licorice or 
other article of food, as described in Sec. 5 ; no 
beer or ale, as described In Sec. 6 ; no refuse 
from glucose factories, as described in Sec. 7> 
shall be offered or exposed for sale, or sold,, 
unless as provided In the marking or branding^ 
as set forth in the different sections; or, if 
sold, offered or exposed for sale, otherwise 
than as herein provided, it shall be deemed a 
violation of the act. 

Glucose and grape sugar, or com starch or 
com flour, when mixed with wheat flour and 
made or mixed with articles of food for human, 
consumption, are to be considered adulter- 
ants, and their use in the manufacture of 
foods or articles intended for human consump- 
tion is prohibited, except as specifically pro-" 
vided. Their sale, offering, or exposing for 
sale, except as herein provided, is also pro- 
hiblted. 

The bill provides that the act is to take 
effect Immediately, the penalty for violation 
to be a fine or imprisonment, op both*— iV^ r. 
Journal of Commerce, 



Glucose Manufacture — Its Develop- 
ment and Present Condition. 

In your Issue of yesterday appeared ah 
article relating to molasses and adulterants. I 
read the article with as much curiosity as 
pleasure, and, upon reading the last line, I 
wondered who could have blundered. 

In the article referred to, purported inter- 
views with various grocers and others inter- 
ested in the molasses and syrup business were 
quoted, and the laws of different States were 
likewise. If the question as to glucose being 
an adulterant of molasses was now first raised 
nobody would attempt to deny the fullest In- 
vestigation as to the wholesomeness, commer- 
cial value and Integrity of the product, but 
glucose and grape sugar have the pride of an- 
cestry in this country of more than twenty 
years as articles of manufacture and com- 
merce. It started small and has grown great, 
and any one who now challenges glucose as an 
adulterant, unwholesome or unfit for consump- 
tion, must deny the faith and say that of the 
800,000,000 or 900,000,000 pounds produced 
in this country last year from Indian com, of 
which more than 194,000,000 pounds were ex- 
ported, has a hard row to hoe. 

When we come to consider the question cf 
adulterants, two propositions arise : First, as 
to whether the article is sold pure, and second, 
whether it is sold under the name designated. 
Nobody pretends that an admixture of glucose 
with cane syrup is not syrup and that It is not 
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molasses ; nobody pretends that the mixture 
of glucose with molasses made from cane is 
not pure and wholesome. Where the line of 
adulteration and purity should be drawn many 
Legislatures have attempted to define, but the 
public taste and the public will have over- 
ridden all statutory enactments. 

Nobody whines because they get a XXXX 
flour made of a mixture of winter and spring 
wheat; nobody finds fault when they g^ a 
baliing powder made up of one one- third 
cream of tartar and two- thirds of starch or 
flour; nobody objects when they get an all- 
wool suit made one-third of cotton; nobody 
objects when they get a cup of coffee or a cup 
of tea with a lump of sugar in it, that there is 
adulteration. The simile may be carried all 
along down the line, and when we come to 
adulteration the scene changes, and we And 
that we are sadly lost when we come to de- 
termine what is and what is not an adulterant, 
and where pure food laws begin and ought to 

end. 

Sugar is to the chemist a collective name. 
There are two classes of sugars closely re- 
lated to each other, one of them, our ordinary 
cane sugar, as well as beet sugar, which is 
chemically identical with cane sugar, is an ex- 
ample. Of the other class, grape sugar, a 
glucose, or dextrose, the sugar of grapes and 
' honey, is the principal example. 

Glucose, the liquid form, is a clear, white 
syrup, varying in gravity from the light to the 
heavy ; and grape sugar is the solid form, uni- 
formly white or nearly so. These have about 
two-thirds the sweetening power of cane su- 
gars or syrups. The uses of glucose or grape 
sugar are manifold, but the principal are the 
manufacture of lager beer and ale, table syr- 
ups, confectionery, fruit jellies and canned 
fruits, tobacco, wines, liquors, canned meats, 
etc. 

Some years ago doubts were raised as to the 
purity and healthfulness of glucose, or grape 
sugar, and the questions involved were re- 
ferred by the government of the United States 
to the National Academy of Sciences, which 
is composed of fifty members, comprising 
those among the most eminent in every branch 
of science. The academy is a government in- 
stitution, and its duty is, whenever called 
upon so to do by any department of the gov- 
ernment, to investigate, examine, experiment 
and report upon any subject of science or of 
art that shall be submitted to it. 

Upon request the academy appointed the 
following eminent gentlemen from among 
their number to make the desired investiga- 
tion : Professor George F. Barker, University 
of Pennsylvania; Prof. William H. Brewer, 
chairman, Yale University; Prof. Wolcott 
Gibbs, Harvard University; Prof. Charles F. 
Chandler, Columbia College; Prof. Ira Rem- 
sen, Johns Hopkins University. These emi- 
nent men, after an investigation extending 
over a period of nearly two years, in a volu- 
minous and exhaustive report, said, in part, 
as follows : 

Starch sugar represents one distinct class of 
sugars, as cane sugar does the other — the 
former being obtained naturally from the 
grape, as the latter is from the cane and the 
beet. Starch sugar, which is a term chemi- 



cally synonymous with dextrose and glucose, 
when pure has about two-thirds the sweeten- 
ing power of cane «uffar. No impurities, 
either organic or inorganic in character, were 
detected in any of the samples examined. 

The elaborate experiments upon the fermen- 
tation of starch sugar would seem to be final 
on the question of the healthfulness, not only 
of glucose itself, but also of the substances 
produced by the action of a ferment upon it. 
This result, rigidly applied, holds, of course, 
only for those sugars which are made from the 
starch of Indian corn or maize. 

The manufacture of sugar from starch is a 
long-established industry, scientifically valu- 
able and commerciallv important. The pro- 
cesses which it employs are unobjectionable 
in their character, and leave the product un- 
contaminated. 

The starch sugar thus made and sent into 
commerce is of exceptional purity and uni- 
formity of composition, and contains no in- 
jurious substances. Though at best having 
only about two-thirds the sweetening power of 
cane sugar, yet starch sugar is in no way in- 
ferior to cane sugar in healthfulness, there be- 
ing no evidence before the committee that 
maize starch sugar, either in its normal condi- 
tion or fermented, has any deleterious effect 
upon the system, even when taken In large 
quantities. 

In 1894, after the expiration of ten years 
from the time of making their previous in- 
vestigation and report above quoted from, 
these eminent scientists gave separate indi- 
vidual certificates reiterating their former 
opinions as to glucose and grape sugar. 

That one industry like that of glucose con- 
sumes annually 35,000,000 bushels of com 
may not tell the whole story ; but when it is 
considered that this quantity is more than 
one-half of our average annual exports of 
com for a series of years the magnitude of 
the glucose industry can be better appre- 
ciated. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, 
the total exports from the United States ef 
glucose and grape sugar, according to govern- 
ment reports, exceeded 194,000,000 pounds, 
and the domestic consumption did not fall 
below 450,000,000 pounds, and probably largely 
exceeded that quantity. 

The imports of glucose and grape sugar 
into the United States for fiscal years ending 
June 30 were : 

Quantities. • Value per unit. 

Years. f'ounds. Values. of quantity. 

1884 3,428,397 $72,684 .02 

1885 2,496,408 68,495 .03 

1886 2,004,702 45,227 .02 

1887 1,784.642 35,644 .03 

1888 1,S63,598 38,260 .02 

1889 840,657 21,896 .03 

1890 911,573 21,035 .02 

1891 815,491 22,038 .03 

1892 202,971 11,929 .04 

1893 195,194 6,175 .03 

1894. 217,847 6,621 .03 

1895 120,402 2,976 .03 

1896 137,603 3,180 .02 

(It will be observed that imports are stead- 
ily decreasing.) 

The exports of glucose or grape sugar from 
the United States for fiscal years ending June 
30, respectively, were : 

Quantities. 
Years. Pounds. Values. 

1884 6,773,115 $212,628 

1885 1,825,795 60,078 

1886 2,572,090 67,775 

1887 4,476,931 118,620 

1888 6,263,757 163,573 



1889 81,285,220 748,660 

1890 38,256,161 855,176 

1891 58,149,437 l,894,m 

1892 96,486,958 2,272,779 

1893 101,546,814 2,204,216 

1894 124,796,288 2,828,707 

1895 188,808,329 2,567,784 

1896 171,231,650 2,772,336 

(It will be observed that exports are contin- 
ually increasing.) 

The countries and colonies or possessions to 
which glucose or grape sugar was exported 
from the United States in 1896 follow: 

Qaantltles. 

Teara. Founda. Valacs. 

Austro-Hungary 152,806 $2,720 

Belgium 1,320,118 21,674 

Denmark 600 11 

Germany 747.766 12,006 

France 256,000 6,080 

Italy 31,596 411 

Netherlands 140,965 2,818 

Sweden and Norway 12.000 329 

United Kingdom 160,861,173 2,598,620 

Dominion of Canada 2,833,144 87,699 

Central America 192 6 

Mexico 386 14 

West Indies 5,511 109 

Argentina 403,814 8,826 

Ecuador 2,763 64 

Peru 1,200 18 

Uruguay 12,770 186 

Turkey 1,280 24 

Australasia 4,915,819 77,168 

Hawaiian Islands 632 19 

Africa 441,591 8,670 

Not one of the large glucose plants in this 
country has ever been erected and operated 
within less than a year from the laying of the 
foundation ; and none of them have ever turned 
a wheel until the expenditure of an amount 
approaching or exceeding $400,000 or $500,000 
The high degree of skill required in operating; 
such a plant is not common to the trade and 
can not be found running around without a 
badge of efficiency and honesty. 

For the benefit of the would-be Investors in 
any new glucose enterprise, I append a list of 
factories that have failed, burned, ceased to 
exist, or for some reason have become lost to 
the world since 1882-83 : 

Champaign Grape Sugar Co ...Champaign, HI. 

Eberts' Chicago, HI. 

Danville Refining and Starch Works.. . 

Danville, HI.. 

Veiller, Jayne & Co Freeport, III. 

Gladstone Refining Sugar Co Gladstone, 111. 

Richard & Gill Pekin, HI. 

Peoria Grape Sugar Co. (burned) ...Peoria, 111, 

Sagetown Safetown, III. 

Des Moines Syrup Refinery Des Moines, la. 

Iowa City Grape Sugar Co Iowa City, It. 

Atchison Atchison, Kas. 

Leavenworth Sugar Co Leavenworth, Kas. 

Michigan Sugar Co Detroit, Mich. 

Rochester Grape Sugar Co....Kan6as City, Mo. 

St. Joseph Refining Uo St, Joseph, Mo. 

St. Louis Syrup, Glucose and Grape Sugar Co., 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Omaha Omaha, Neb. 

American Grape Sugar Co. (burned).... 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

Buffalo Grape Sugar Co Buffalo, N. Y. 

Flrmenich Sugar Refinery Co Buffalo, N. Y. 

Booth & Edgar New York, N. Y. 

Manhattan Sugar Co., Ltd J^ew York, N. Y. 

Tippecanoe Grape Sugar Co Tippecanoe, 0. 

Fells Syrup Factory Wheeling, Va. 

There may be an old factory or two. Idle for 
ten or fifteen years, badly located, and for the 
vital conditions of business which has never 
been able to run, that somebody will try to 
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rehabilitate. No oue cm ever compass the 
credulity of capital. — .4 Munufacta>*er, in y. F. 
Journal of Comrtierce^ January 12. 



Competition in Sug^ar. 

The increasing production of beet su^ar in 
the United States gives promise of some in- 
teresting economic results. It must have a 
serious effect on the revenue from customs 
long before It can cut down by one-half our 
annual import of raw sugar; for, if domestic 
production of the sugar beet is to Increase at 
the rate now established, it will diminish the 
productiveness of tariff taxes faster than any 
other influence can be expected to increase it. 
But the most notable result of the growth of 
the beet sugar industry will be to render im- 
possible any monopoly in sugar refining. Beet 
sugar production is necessarily conducted 
near the agricultural centres where beet cult- 
ure is carried on. It involves the creation of 
a multitade of small factories, costing about 
$300,000 each, and supplying a market not 
greatly removed from the seat of production. 
The declared purpose of the beet sugar men Is 
to divert capital from further investment in 
refineries on the Atlantic coast to refine im- 
ported raw sugar, and to induce capital 
to invest in the hundreds of new factories that 
will be required to worli up the amount of 
beets necessary to supply the whole market 
with sugar. One of the first illustrations of 
the part which this industry is destined to play 
in the development of the country's commerce 
is to be found in the fact that Chicago depart- 
ment stores are already drawing their supply 
of sugar from the Nebraska beet factories, and 
have become entirely independent of the 
sugar trust and of the system of factor's 
agreements by which the wholesale grocers 
help the trust to maintain its monopoly. 

This is a very instructive example of the im- 
possibility of successfully defying the opera- 
tion of the natural law of competition in trade. 
It Is a little over ten years since one firm In 
this city sold at a profit for export at least 100,- 
000 tons of standard granulated sugars. It had 
by that time become evident that there was 
nothing to prevent sugar being sold as cheaply 
in this market as anywhere in the world, and 
that in a few years the owners of antiquated 
refining plants might be compelled to charge 
them to profit and loss. To stave off a result 
which, in the nature of things, was inevitable, 
the original Sugar Trust was formed under a 
deed dated August 16, 1887. The first form of 
combination had to be abandoned after the 
decision of the New York Court of Appeals in 



ferred stock. The plants that were shut down 
and the machinery that was left unused, while 
still drawing their proportionate share of the 
profits of the business, would have had to be 
abandoned entirely under any system of nor- 
mal competition. As it was, the whole busi- 
ness of the combination was carried on with 
plants worth $10,000,000, against which had- 
been issued $10,000,000 of 6 per cent, bonds and 
$75,000,000 of stock. 

The Philadelphia refineries were taken into 
the combination to neutralize a competition 
which had reduced the refining margin as low 
as 60 cents per 100 pounds. Since this consol- 
idation was formed, in 1891, the difference be- 
tween the prices of raw and refined sugars has 
ruled between $1 and $1.25. But if there were 
a profit on refining carried on by the aid of the 
most improved appliances and according to 
the most economical methods, on a margin of 
60 cents, there must be a very tempting profit 
on a margin varying from 70 to 100 per cent, 
more than this. That of itself was sufiiuient to 
tempt new capital into the business, and pro- 
duction would have been overdone^ as quickly 
and surely as it would have been under like con- 
ditions in the woolen or cotton Industry, but 
for the combination formed between the sugar 
refiners and the distributers of their product, 
the wholesale grocers. The aim of the par- 
ties to this agreement between manufacturers 
and jobbers was to establish a boycott against 
any wholesaler or retailer who handled sugar 
competing in price with that of the trust, or 
who attempted to cut the prices established by 
the trust. The combination has, so far. re- 
mained Intact, because of the impossibility of 
any dealer In sugar being able to count on a 
steady supply outside of the product of the 
trust, or of the refineries which have accepted 
its rules as to price and distributers' profits. 

Now, however, this combination is menaced 
from three separate quarters. Here, in the 
East, two new and well equipped refineries 
which are to be run on absolute independence 
of trust methods are approaching completion, 
BO that the union between the trust and the 
wholesale grocers Is in danger throughout all 
the territory where it has proved strongest. 
However well disposed the wholesale grocers 
may be, as a body, to live up to their agree- 
ment for the sake of securing a fixed rate of 
profit, they will be compelled to trade where 
they can buy most cheaply, under penalty of 
having some competitor take their business 
away from them. And then, on the other 
band, the trust can not well continue to guar- 
antee the jobber his present profit If It has to 
cut down Its own. The second quarter from 



advantage. But throughout considerable seo> 
tions of the country the difficulties of this 
form of intensive horticulture seem to have 
been fairly mastered, and beet sugar produc- 
tion bids fair to take rank as one of our im- 
portant industries. As it comes to the front, 
the system of sugar refining, as practised In 
the E ist, must assume less and less Importance 
as a source of national supply, and the 
monopolistic methods under which it has been 
conducted must be abandoned altogether. — 
N, Y. Journal Commerce, 



the case of the People against the North River 

Sugar Refining Company. On the publication I which the trust is attacked is by the competi- 

of this decision, in June, 1890, the trustees and f tlon of the Louisiana sugar houses which treat 



holders of certificates in the original Sugar 
Trust took the necessary legal proceedings for 
a reorganization, and the American Sugar Re- 
fining Company was incorporated under the 
laws of the State of New Jersey with a capital 
of $50,000,000. The initial weakness of the 
combination was not cured under the plan of 
incorporation, and it was somewhat aggravat- 
ed by the inclusion of the Philadelphia refin- 
eries in the trust and the consequent issue of 
an additional $25,000,000 in common and pre- 



the cane grown In their Immediate vicinity. 
Several of these are producing a fairly high 
grade of refined sugar which not only impairs 
the hold of the trust on the chief Southern 
markets, but Is coming into competition i with 
it in parts of the West as well. Finally, there 
are the beet sugar factories, whose construction 
seems to be fairly keeping pace with the enor- 
mous development in the beet culture. It has 
taken the American farmer some time to 
learn how to grow the sugar beet to the best 



Trade Notes. 

AnnUton Lime.— The celebrated ^' Star and 
Crescent " refinery lime manufactured exclu- 
sively by the Annlston Lime and Stone Com- 
pany, of Annlston, Ala., has a local ^^ habita- 
tion and a name ^^ with the sugar planters and 
refiners of Louisiana. 

The above well-lmown lime manufacturers 
now invite attention to their New Process 
Hydraulic Cement Lime for building purposes 
and white-coat finishing work, and they ex- 
pect to merit patronage on the ground that 
they claim to stand between the consumer and 
the constant annoyances and the great expense 
connected with the use of poor lime put up in 
shoddy and short- weight packages and thrown 
on the market at a ^^ cheap '*'* price. 

It is well known that the main loss on lime 
in transit or In stock is from air slacking. This 
can be reduced to the minimum of risk only 
by the best of cooperage. The Annlston Lime 
and Stone Company say they use strictly No. 1 
barrel stock, and this fact should be duly 
appreciated by the trade. 

The real value of lime is roughly measured 
by the quantity of sand it will serve to unite. 
This new pr jcess of lime, put out exclusively, 
we are informed, by the Annlston Lime and 
Stone Company, has a bond or adhesive 
strength which they say is unsurpassed, with a 
brick-laying capacity of 1800 to 2000 brick 
per barrel of lime. This Is an Interesting 
achievement on the scientific side when the 
fact is taken into consideration that the gov- 
ernment standard specifier only 1000 to 1200 
brick per barrel. 

The main office and warehouses of the An- 
nlston Lime and Stone Company are In New 
Orleans. It has therefore facilities for dis- 
tributing its product on the shortest notice. 
This Is a great advantage, but It Is only one of 
many claimed to be possessed by this com- 
pany over all competitors in Louisiana. 

Mr. R. H. Cobb, vice president and general 
manager, while giving his attention princi- 
pally to the management of the lime works 
and the home office, spends much of his time 
In Louisiana. The well-earned reputation of 
superiority for the products of the Annlston 
Lime and Stone Company speaks volumes for 
Mr. Cobb's foresight, thrift and business 
ability. 

The Clarkland place had for Its sugar maker 
this year that well-known gentleman, 'NLt, E. 
C. Glynn, for several seasons instructor in 
sugar making at the Audubon Park Sugar 
School. Mr. Glynn's ability is too well known 
to need comment. 
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RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDINQ JAN. 28/1898. 

Sacks Rouob. Bbls. Clkan. 

..^ 7,877 80 
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Received 
Sold 



RECEIPTS AT NEW ORLEANS FROM AUQ. i. 1897. TO JAN. 
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Last year ... 



Sacks Rough. 

». 888,487 
... 362,988 



Bbls 



Clban 

8^041 
8,770 



Sugar. 

At the end of the week the sugar 
market was qniet. The receipts from 
plantations, which were fair, met with 
sufficient demand to promptly absorb 
them. " 

Molasses. 

The molasses market was strong for 
open kettle goods at the end of the 
week, and centrifugals were steady. 



Rice. 



The rough rice market was quiet and 
easy at the end of the week, with only a 
light demand. Clean was rather active, 
with a fair demand. 



Sugar In London. 

Apart from the fact that a substantial rise 
has taken place in the value of sugar, there is 
apparently no reason for the alteration in the 
aspect of the market. Sellers, however, pre- 
dominate just now, and the speculative quota- 
tions of beet show a decline of 3d. per cwt. 
On the other hand, the cane market continues 
very firm, while American prices have been 
strong and dearer, the weekly meltings by re- 
finers in that country remaining well in excess 
of the weekly landings. The receipts of sugar 
from Cuba in the United States are now begin- 
ning to attract attention, and while considera- 
ble damage ie reported to have been recently 
done to the plantations, yet there is also more 
disposition to improve the production, and a 
local authority estimates that the crop will 
reach 350,000 tons. The demand for cane re- 
fining kinds in the market has been good, 
while the supplies of grocery sugar offered 
were eagerly bought at prices which showed 
an advance of 6d. per cwt. on the last public 
sales of 1897. The imports of crystallized raws 
to London for the week ending 6th instant 
amounted to 149t> tons, against 1338 tons in 
1897. 

The refined market was active in the early 
part of the week for centrifugals, but has since 



becoma quiet. Owing, however, to the mod- 
erate supply, prices remain about steady. Con- 
tinental granulated was also in good demand, 
but owing to large tenders of ready sugars, 
and to some-weak holders having pressed tbeir 
sugar for sale, prices have fallen Ij^d. to 3d. 
per cwt. Cubes and cut loaf are in steady de- 
mand, and some kinds are Ij^d. dearer, but 
are still relatively cheap compared with any 
otber sort of sugar. Dutch and Austrian 
crushed are in fair request at about last week's 
quotations, while syrup and molasses are sell- 
ing fairly, and some of the medium qualities 
show exceptionally good value. — Produce Mar- 
kets Beview. Januarg 8. 



The Rice Market. 

The following on the current rice market at 
home and abroad is taken from the weekly cir- 
cular of Dan Talmage's Sons Company, New 
York: 

In spite of contrary conditions in many 
other staples the movement in rice holds to 
former volume and quite ahead of the ordinary 
seasonable limits. ' The demand is not uniform 
as to locality ; open weather and heavy winds 
in some, strikes and wa^e reductions in others, 
either modifying or bringing business to a 
standstill; these, however, may be termed in- 
cidental features, as the general trend of af- 
fairs is strong and encouraging. The chief 
call at this point continues on the highest 
grades of Java; tbese find special favor among 
those who have heretofore worked only Japan. 
Prices on latter are still '• in the clouds " and 
little prospects of their getting down during 
the present year to a competitive basis with 
other sorts. Advices from the South note 
steady demand— on good to prime grades— 
along the Atlantic coast and an enlarging 
movement — ordinary to fair— in New Orleans 
and throughout the Southwest; each section 
holds more prominently of the styles sug- 
gested, and, therefore, to a certain extent are 
avoiding usual ruinous competition. Prepara- 
tions for the new crop are going forward as 
rapidly as weather permits. As a result of the 
comfortable prices the present season the 
acreage will be considerably enlarged under 
normal conditions, with better methods and 
the extension of Irrigating facilities In Louls- 
lan, a bumper crop may be expected. Cables 
from Europe note firm and very generally ad- 
vancing markets. The situation in the far 
East Is without material change as to the out- 
come of Its respective crops. Burmah promises 
a large yield, but as last year much of Its crop 
was absorbed by India, so this year there will 
be a heavy call for It from Japan, whether to 
equal extent or not remains to be seen. The 
shortage In Japan is greater than the surplus 
in Burmah, but may be met by imports from 



other localities or In part supplied by other 
products. The Immediate outlook promises 
high average range of values in all styles of 
desirable character. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date : 

Receipts, cleaned, 41,400 barrels; also 39,376 
barrels. Steady demand and market pretty 
well cleaned up from day to day. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date : 

Receipts, rough (Inclusive of amount carried 
over), 429,395 sacks; last year 510,530 sacks. 
Sales, cleaned (estimated), 70,000 barrels: 
last year 82,300 barrels. Good general demand 
on ordinary to fair grades; higher styles only 
selling locally. Market Arm. 

Trade Notes. 
New Orleans Acid and Fertilizer Com- 
pany.— In another column will be found the 
advertisement of this concern, which is now 
selling Its goods throughout the sugar district, 
and is actively engaged in pushing its business 
among the planters. The subject of fertilizers 
for sugar cane is one of great importance, and 
one which has attracted attention from maiy 
of the most eminent scientists and chemists of 
the world, the desideratum being not only to 
make the cane grow, but also to make it 
secrete sugar— a luxuriant growth availing 
little if the juice Is not plentifully supplied 
with sucrose. The gentlemen operating the 
above company Insist that, after years of study 
and consultations with eminent authorities, 
they have formulated the very plant food- 
which sugar needs, and they suggest that 
their goods be given a trial by the side of 
other fertilizers, which would seem to be a 
fair proposition. See the advertisement for 
particulars. 

Mr. W. W. Ventress, a prominent sugar 
planter of Iberville parish, was In the city on 
a vlslba few days ago. Mr. Ventress register- 
ed at the Hotel Royal. 

Capt. J. N. Pharr, of Glenwlld plantation, 
was in the city on Wednesday, and put up at 
the St. Charles. 

Mr. John B. Foley, of Assumption, was a 
recent visitor to New Orleans. 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, of Ascension, and Mr. 
Carroll Barton, of Assumption, were recent 
visitors to the city, and registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel. 
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WANTS. 



Wc Will publish in this column, fiee of chaige until 
•urtlieT notice, tho applications of all managers, over- 
»den, engineers and sugar makers, and othets who may 
aS seeking positions in the country, and also the wants 
ol planters desiring to employ any of these. 

ANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; iniddle*aged lady prefetred. Ad< 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. i-aS-gS 



W* 



RANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
and mechanic for Mexico; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. dERRANO, 919 Poland street. 
' •a4 98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober; bestot city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City» La. i •34-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sufaror cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magszioe street, New Orleans, La. 

Vi^ ANTED- A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
VV gardener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 1938 Sl Louis street, city. 

i-ai-98 

ANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had live years' experi- 
ence and CAn furnish good references. Address U. 
WSBRB, Centrsl, La. 1 -30-99 



WANTED— A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKEN BROS.. Eola 
La. 1 -30-98 

W' ANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks hnglisn and french; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17 9$ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work ; be^t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 824 First 
street, New Orleans. i-iS-y8 

ANTED— POSITION ASCHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; has had five vears' experience ss both; 
best ot references iurnished. Address A., care thts 
office. I- 17-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 
sistant enirineer; has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 
0« W ,844 Baronne street, city. 1-1898 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
has had seven years' experience; can furnish ffood 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street. 1 18-98 



W 



ANTED— A FIR^T-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this ofiice. 

i-ji-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1898; 
At references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covin^on, La. 1-11-98 

WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and csn «^ve good references. Adrress 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. 1-11-9S 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 
1-11-98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years' 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
BNGINEER.9030, this ofiice. 1-11.98 



WANTED-A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
chars^e of the chemictU work of a sugar factory; 
graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 43a, Logan, 
Utah. 1-11-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
family as general vard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Franklin street, city. 1-13-98. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 
rice plantation ; satisfaction guarsnteed. Address W. 
C. B., 537 Henry CIsy avenue. New Orleans. i -5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
189S, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3-98 



W-ANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
^^ boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 

13 31-97 



\V 



y ANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for 1898, by a 
single yotnif? man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully ; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly temierste: 
best references furnished. Address *' OVERSEER,'' 
care of A. Koehrita, Assistast Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle. La. 13-30-97 



ANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for li^; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma, La. 13-30-97 



W* 



WANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable grardenlnf?, city or country ; good 
references on hsnd. Address A. B., 618 St. Louts street, 
city. 13-38-97 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 

. . an experienced, energetic and sol>er young blan- 

ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 



W 



Whitecastle, La. 



13 38-97 



\irANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
^^ ber young m in wants position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt- edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
i9»> Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. 13-38 07 



Wi 



ANTED— A POSITION; A HANDYMAN ON 

- ▼ a plantation : can furnish recommend >tion. Ad- 
dress WM. J. TONGLET, 4>3 Royal street, New Or- 
leans, La. I I -8-97 

11 /-ANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR WEIGHER 
W or clerk or fireman; can fill any with compe- 
tency. Address A. J. CASTIN, 1539 Mandeville street, 
city. 10-30-97. 

AN TED -YOUNG MAN OF a6, SOBER AND 

industrious, wants a position as asslsUnt sugar 
boiler or chemist of some sugar factory or estate in Cuba. 
Hawaii or Mexico ; have had fourteen years of practical 
experience In manufacture of sugar. Address bUGAR, 
Waggaman P.O., Jefferson Pamh, La. ii-7-97 



W 



ANTED— BY A RELIABLE MAN OF BXPE- 

w T rience, a position as sugar maker: well no tn the 
management of central factories. Address SUGAR 
MAKER, No. 1716 Baronne street. New Orleans. 

'0-U97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER 
by a competent. man, who can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address ALPHON8E CARRILLOUX, Deten- 
tion Camp, Waggaman, La. 



ANTED— A POSITION AS A SUGAR MAKER ^ 

willing to do his own pol arias tion ; has had 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
as mani^^er of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish t»est of refer- 
ences. Adaress W. T., care Dally Journal, Plaque - 
mine. La. 13-33 97* 



WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERIC. Postofiice Box 69, New Orleans, La. 
13-33-97 

ANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
sober youog man wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation ; aalary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1938 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. 13-17-97 



W^ 



.\NTED-\ POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 

sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 

experience, and can furnisn good references. 



W 

ong experience, and can furnisn good referen 
Aodress R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 

ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVEKSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be hsd for 
1898. n t living siUary. Address BOB, Port Allen, Lai 
13-16.97 



T17ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 

^^ manager on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recom- 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and I. apldes parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMI TH, care this office. 13-16-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract Ad- 
dress BRUNO, S63 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 
"iS-97 

T17ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
VV manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address B. C MARSHALL, CheneyTille, La. 

13-7-97. 



WANTED — By a young lady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; his^hest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z. care Plawtbr. 13-397 



WANTED — A position as manager on a sugar 
plantation for 1898, by a pracucal cultivator of 
large experience, who can furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of TMe Chi^if^ Donaldsonville, La. 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 1898 on 
plantation, as manager or assistant or time and book- 
keeper; experienced, and can give firood reference. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. ia-4-97 




\irANTED— A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, 34 
yy years of age, desires a position in a sugar house 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic in France and in the most important sugar 
houses in Cuba. Address M. N., this office. lo-sa 97. 



WAN lED -A PubiTlON ON A PLANTATION 
as centrifugal man, by a first-class sugar drier. 
Address H. A. wMALEV, care of Wm. Johnion, 7000 



Mai^azine street. New Orleans. 



9'»-97 



WANTED— HOSTLER FOR MEDWAY PLAN- 
tation. Bayou Sal^, St. Mary parish. Apply with 
reference to D. J. KER, North Bend Plantation, Poster 
P. O., La. 



W . 

eighteen years' experience; can furnish rrference. Ad 
dress ALFRED ROUSSEAU, this office. 1 1 4-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER ^ 
has had eighteen years' experience: can furnish 
Sood reference. Address M. MONTEGUDO, 437 
Inghien street, city. 30 10^97. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER AND" 
millwright: understand putting up shafting and 
setting up machinery; twenty years' experience. Ad- 
diess GEORGE HINMANf, Franklin and Josephine 
streets. New Orleans, La. 11-1-97 



WANTED— BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS' 
experience in sugar manufacture and refining, a 
position in Louisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries and factories : can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Adaress H. S. R., Box 
13S6, New Orleans, La. 1 1-9-97 



ANTED— TWO COMPETENT DOUBLE 

effect men. Apply 318 Canal street, city. 

' ro-30-O7 ' 



W 



\ITA.^ TED — POSITION AS STENOGRAPHER 
'V and ^pewriter, by a competent young lady ; excel- 
lent references. Address STENOGRAPHER, care 
M. R. Powers, 704 Common slieet. New Orleans. 11-6^ 



WANTED— BEET SUGAR ENGINEER, HAVING 
VV had large practice in designing beet sugar houses, 
and with experience in erecting and running, would like 
to coneect with some new company or manufacturer of 
sugar machinery; best of references and satisfaction 
assured. Address SUITABLE, care J.ouz8ia.na Plan- 
ter. 1 1-3 -97 

WANTED — A COMPETENT AND BXPERI- 
enced machinist and sugar plantation engineer 
wishes to engage by the year witn good people at a 
small salary; references good; habits strictly sober;. 
time to begin January i, 189S, or to suit agreement. Ad- 
dress P. H7 E., Engineer, 734 Dublin street, Carrollton, 
La. 11-7-97 



WANTED— A MAN WITH PERFECT Ac- 
quaintance with the Spanish language, both in 
speaking and writing, and some knowledge in book- 
keeping, to take responsible office position on sugar 
estate in Mexico ; must have unexceptional references 
and be willing to beain on a small sslary; a good op- 
portunity ana first-class position to satisfactory person. 
Address, with age, nationality, and other details, B. F. 
JOHNSTON, 835 Warren avenue, Chicago, 111. 
11-10-97 

WANTED — POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker; has had long experience, and can 
furnish evidence of competency. Address H. S. LEWIS^ 
6o3 Gravier street, Citv. 1 1-10-97, 



300 ACRES OF 

FINE SUGAR LAND 

FOR SALE OR RENT. 

This tract of as fine sugar land as can be found in the 
sugar belt, is situated jast above Darrow snd nearly 
opposite Donaldsonville, contains residence and ail 
necessary build ins^s, and is traversed by a tramway lead- 
ing to Hermitage sugar factory, thus offering easy facili- 
ties for the disposition of cane. There is some seed canr 
on the place. Seekers of fine sugar land will do well to 
call on or address 

MRS. L. P. VON HOPE, 

Darrow P. 0., Atc«ntloii Paritli, Lt* 
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5ugar by Sail for New York. 

The bark Hiram Emery, of Boston, 
went to sea last Saturday with a lar^e 
cargo of sugar, molasses and rice 
bound for New York. The vessel 
was loaded here by Mr. Gustave A. 
Jahn and carried 4500 barrels of rice. 
The vessel was loaded at the sugar 
lauding at the head of Conti street. 

The purchase of this sugar and the 
sailing of this vessel to New York, car- 
rying away some 700 tons of sugar, in- 
dicates the relative lowness of our mar- 
ket, as compared with the New York 
market. The accessibility of the sugar- 
consuming sections of the Western 
States from our market should certainly 
lead to as high values for sugar here as 
in New York. We now find, however, 
that the sugars have been so low at 
this point that it has been possible to 
buy them here, ship them to New York, 
and there dispose of them to the same 
Western buyers, or to buyers under 
like conditions, notwithstanding the 
cost of the transfer from New Orleans 
to New York. This cost, which aggre- 
gates nearly three-eighths of a cent per 
pound, is thus lost to the Louisiana 
producer. If there was a competent de- 
mand in this market for sugar, and for 
refining, then of course prices would be 
as high here as in New York, and this 
difference in values, sufficient to trans- 
port the sugar from one point to the 
other, could not exist. Unfortunately 
for the sugar producers their movement 
inauguarated some years ago to build 
a sugar refinery of their own did not 
materialize, and the sugar producers of 
this State are now left under the con- 
trol of but few buyers, who would seem 
to have organized with a view of paying 
as little for sugar as they can, the only 
limit to the lowness of their bids being 
the diversion of the sugar from this 
market to competing markets on the 
Atlantic coast. Let us hope that this 
condition will not exist, much longer. 



The Louisiana Planter and Beet 
Sugar. 

A distinguished consulting engine er^ 
and contractor for cane and beet sugai*^ 
machinery writes to The Louisiana 
Planter from New York, requesting a 
number of copies of our issue of Janu- 
ary 8, in which was published the re- 
port 6f the LaSalle county committee, 
which visited Grand Island, to examine 
into the sugar beet and beet sugar in- 
dustry. He says that this is just such 
a report as is needed to spread around 
among the farmers who contemplate) 
raising beets. He writes further that 
he is glad to see our journal giving so 
much attention to the beet sugar indus- 
try, which will soon outrank cane in the 
United States unless we can get in 
Florida and Texas ; that there are sev- 
eral localities in New York State con- 
sidering the erection of beet sugar 
houses to handle from 400 to 500 tons 
of beets per day j that this business of 
beet sugar raising is going to be the 
coming business of the United States. 
We need hardly say that we quite coin- 
cide with the views expressed by our 
correspondent, and believe with him that 
the beet sugar industry is destined to 
an enormous and rapid development in 
the United States. 

On the other hand we believe, now 
that the central factory system is fairly 
launched in the Gulf States, there will 
be an enormous development of the cane 
sugar industry all along the coast from 
Florida to Texas. The area of lands 
adapted to the production of sugar cane 
in the gulf States is simply immense, 
and we think that the two industries, 
the cane and the beet, can readily join 
hands and together soon supply the 
United States with all the sugars that 
will be needed. 



A Sugar Factory at Rayne. 

The last issue of the Bayne Tribune 
comes out with a leading editorial advb* 
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eating the building of a sugar factory at 
Rayne for the encouragement of the 
cane growers of that vicinity. Consid- 
erable sugar cane is now grown about 
Rayne, and has to be transported consid- 
erable distances to central factories east- 
ward along the line of the Southern 
Pacific road. A central factory at Rayne 
would secure an immense amount of this 
cane without any railroad transport and 
largely develop the local culture, and 
doubtless sufficiently to insure a compe- 
tent supply for a first-class establish- 
ment. The business men of Rayne have 
b«en holding some meetings to consider 
this matter, and it is said that they 
fitand ready to give a bonus to any capi- 
talist or corporation that will build a 
sugar factory there. It is said, further, 
that enough planters can be found' who 
will sign contracts to raise a sufficient 
amount of cane to supply the factory. 



Guinea Grass. 

In a recent issue of the Florida Agri- 
cultiirist reference is made to a recent 
paper on forage plants of Florida, and 
exceptions taken thereto because of the 
non-mention of truinea grass excepting 
to confound it with Para grass. Guinea 
grass is frequently referred to in our 
Jamaica correspondence, and the article 
referred to says that it was introduced 
into Florida about twenty-five years ago 
from Jamaica by the late Colonel Cod- 
riugton, who was for many years editor 
and owner of the Florida Agriculturist, 

The writer indicates that it is propa- 
gated by the roots, and he has never 
found anything in Florida equal to it as 
ft forage plant. He says that when it is 
once planted it is there to stay, and will 
Btay just where it is planted, and only 
grows in bunches. 

In Louisiana we have known Guinea 
grass for a long time; in fact, it is 
stated that it has been grown here for 
fifty years, and has been a curse to 
those plantations upon which it has 
been propagated. Here it spreads itself 
by the roots, which are never killed by 
any frost that we have, and it probably 
spreads itself also by its seed, which 
seem to be well developed every year. 
Its spread from its seed, however, seems 
less well ascertained, as the grass grows 
chiefly in those fields where the roots 
are scattered about by ploughing and 
harrowing, and rarely appears at dis- 
tant places, except where the roots may 



have been dragged on plows or from 
similar cause. 

Within the last twenty years we have 
come to know Johnson grass, the name 
we believe, coming to us from Alabama. 
Dr. Stubbs has repeatedly given the 
genesis of this grass in Alabama, but 
its actual identification with our previ- 
ously known Guinea grass has not yet 
been established, although the two 
grasses seem to be the same. The grass 
will not grow in winter, but its develop- 
ment with the spring weather is very 
rapid and it grows the year around 
until frost comes in the autumn. It 
will choke out any ordinary crop where 
it is not suppressed by active cultiva- 
tion, and in the common judgment no 
greater curse can befall the plantation 
than the introduction upon it of either 
Guinea grass or Johnson grass. 



The Burmah Rice Crop 1897-98. 

Our Calcutta correspondent, under 
date of December 30, 1897, says that the 
total area under rice cultivation in the 
fourteen chief rice-producing districts in 
Lower Burmah is now estimated at 5,524,- 
368 acres, or 313,080 acres more than 
the area actually under cultivation last 
year, and 10,878 acres more than the 
area reported last month. Crop pros- 
pects are very good everywhere. It is 
estimated that there will be available for 
export 1,925,000 tons of cargo rice, 
equivalent to 32,627,100 cwts. of cleaned 
rice. 

From these figures we may judge of 
the immensity of the rice crop in the 
East Indies, of which Burmah is but 
a fraction. 



Sugar Beets at Ottawa, 111. 

The Louisiana Planter is advised by 
Mr. 0. E. Fisher, of Ottawa, 111., of the 
committee that went to Grand Isle, Neb., 
to investigate the beet sugar industry 
there, that a large number of farmers in 
the vicinity of Ottawa will plant quarter 
to half acre experimental patches of 
sugar beets this season. It is hoped 
that success will result and secure the 
erection of a sugar factory at Ottawa. 



The Foundrymen's Association. 

The Louisiana Planter acknowl- 
edges the receipt of an invitation to at- 
tend the seventy-fifth meeting of the 
Foundrymen's Association, to be held at 



the Manufacturers* Club, Philadelphia, 
Wednesday evening, February 2. The 
programme included an address by Mr. 
Lenson H. DeVoe, of the Staten Island 
Clay Company, on Cupola Linings, and 
by Mr. W. H. Pfahler, of the Abram 
Cox Stone Company, Philadelphia, on 
the Foundry men's Protective Associa- 
tion. 

Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

The regular monthly meeting of this 
association will be held Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 10, at 7:30 p. M., at 339 Caronde- 
let street. The subject chosen at the 
last meeting for discussion at this naeet- 
ing is The Handling of Cane at the Car- 
rier. As many new devices have been 
tested this last season and wonderful 
economies effected, a very interesting 
discussion is expected. All persons in- 
terested in the sugar industry, directly 
or indirectly, whether members of the 
association or not, are cordially invited 
to attend the meeting. 



Louisiana State Agricultural Society. 

One of the most successful annual 
meetings of this well-known organiza- 
tion was held last week at Crowley, Jan- 
uary 26, 27 and 28. The programme of 
the proceedings has already been pub- 
lished in these columns, but some slight 
variations therefrom were had owing to 
the absence of some gentlemen from 
causes beyond their control. The open- 
ing session was held Wednesday even- 
ing after the arrival of the train from 
the East, when Hon. P. J. Chappuis, 
ex-mayor of Crowley, welcomed the 
guests to the hospitality of Crowley and 
to the parish of Acadia, in his usual 
felicitous manner. Ex-Mayor Chappuis 
is one of the most enterprising gentle- 
men in Southwestern Louisiana, an at- 
torney of distinguished ability, and one 
of the leading young men in the State, 
and destined to make his mark in the 
management of public affairs. The 
afternoon session was concluded with 
the annual address of the president, Hon. 
John Dymond, of Plaquemines parish, in 
which he considered the wonderful prog- 
ress made in Southwestern Louisiana, 
the location of the present meeting of 
the society, the origin and motives of 
the organization in the furtherance of 
advanced agriculture ; the cau.ses of the 
present depression in our industries, in 
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which we are too largely engaged in one- 
crop farming, believing that we had a 
monopoly of our semi-tropical crops of 
cotton, cane and rice, and that perma- 
nent relief could only come from the 
dispelling of this deceptive idea that we 
had this monopoly and our engaging in 
more diversified agriculture with the re- 
sulting diminution in our indebtedness 
and a diminution in the risks in our 
agricultural calling, which is sufficiently 
hazardous at the best. Mr. Dymond 
gave special consideration to the crop 
lien laws of this KState, which, owing to 
the facilities thereby obtained for get- 
ting credit, led to the granting of credit 
to parties who would ordinarily be 
considered quite irresponsible, thus 
damaging the whole credit system. He 
held that the good men could always 
Ifet all the credit they really needed, 
and the crop lien law only resijted in 
securing credit to those less well entitled 
toit ; to the over-production of our semi- 
tropical crops and to the general agri- 
cultural distress now prevailing. In 
subsequent discussions this view of the 
damaging effect of the crop lien laws 
was thoroughly sustained by all those 
participating in the discussion. 

Mr. Dymond held that the agricult- 
ural progress of the Western States, 
which was so steady and so great as to 
l)e beyond anything we have knowledge 
of here, and was had without the aid 
of crop lien laws ; that the great devel- 
opment of schools, colleges, libraries, 
churches, and general agricultural and 
commercial facilities in the Western 
States was founded upon the conditions 
prevailing there, and that unless we 
should be equally prudent, equally con- 
servative and equally enterprising, we 
should long be deprived of the ad- 
vantages already possessed by our co- 
workers in the West. 

In the evening session Col. Charles 
Schuler, of De Soto parish, one of the 
most practical and successful farmers in 
this State, and one who is able to infuse 
his progressive ideas and economic meth- 
ods into the minds of others, delivered a 
discourse on How to Make the Farm 
ProfitabUf which led to quite a gen- 
eral discussion of the whole subject 
matter. 

Judge Emile Rost's paper on the 
Sugar Industry of Louisiana ^ Especially 
with Reference to Its Extension to the 
Prairies^ was delayed until the last day 



of the session, owing to the author's de- 
tention in New Orleans by public busi- 
ness. Judge Rost's paper was a careful 
review of the condition of the sugar in- 
dustry of Louisiana and its progress 
under the new conditions recently de- 
veloped, and its prospective enormous 
increase now that the central factory idea 
was well developed, and thatth'i farmers 
of the prairies in the western part of our 
State were giving more and more atten- 
tion to this excellent crop. 

Mr. C. L. Crippen, of Crowley, read a 
valuable historical and statistical ac- 
count of the Progress and Development of 
the Rice Industry in Southwest Louisiana. 
His subject is one of the agricultural 
phenomena of our country. Mr. Ben 
Avant, of Lafayette parish, who was on 
the floor, stated that he was one of the 
first who had ever marketed rice in South- 
west Louisiana, and that he had thought 
he had sent a considerable quantity to 
New Orleans when he succeeded in get- 
ting some eight or ten barrels into that 
market. When we reflect that Acadia 
parish al6ne produced nearly a million 
barrels some five years ago, we may 
readily imagine the interest excited by 
Mr. Crippen's well-worded, carefully 
stated and highly interesting account of 
this transformation scene in the Western 
prairies, 

Mr. A. V. Eastman, of Lake Charles, 
read a paper on Immigration into Louis- 
iana j the resources of our State, the at- 
tractions that it presents and the results 
that have already been realized by 
many of those who came into it. His 
paper excited general interest and was 
one of the features of the occasion. 

Major J. G. Lee, Commissioner of 
Agriculture, discussed the subject of 
Farmers^ Institutes, something of a nov- 
elty in Louisiana, and only introduced 
by him during the last year. This most 
excellent method of disseminating agri- 
cultural information among the farming 
community, which has long been in 
vogue in most of the Western States 
and has accomplished such a wonderful 
amount of good there, promises equally 
large and satisfactory results in Louis- 
iana, and all of the farmers of our State 
are greatly indebted to Major Lee for 
the keen interest that he has exhibited 
in the matter, the energy with which he 
has carried out his ideas, and we shall 
hope that the future will bring to him 
the satisfaction of seeing the Farmers' 



Institute an accepted and well sustained 
feature in our agricultural life. 

Owing to Mr. W. W. Duson's illness, 
his paper on Drainage for Profit and 
Wealth in Southwest Louisiana was read 
by ex-Mayor Chappuis. Mr. Chappuis 
was in good voice and read Mr. Duson's 
paper in admirable style, and it was one 
of the most effective contributions to 
the occasion. While Southwest Louisi- 
ana is a vast prairie section of our 
State and the prevalence of pools 
of water on its surface during the 
winter season would seemingly indi- 
cate great difficulty in drainage, it 
is found that the four or five large 
water (courses penetrating through 
the prairies far into the interior and the 
numerous small water courses leading 
into all these, afford easy drainage for 
the whole country, a drainage that can 
be accomplished at less cost than that 
of similar regions in the State of Illi- 
nois, and in a country wherein drainage 
produces the most magical result in 
changing the character of the vegetation 
and enabling the production of all kinds 
of crops. Truly proper drainage will 
bring profit and wealth to Southwest 
Louisiana. 

Mr. T. Jay Lacy, of St. Landry, de- 
livered an address on Fruit Growing in 
Southwest Louisiana, but concentrated 
his attention chiefly upon pear culture. 

Mr. Ben. Avant, of Lafayette,* fol- 
lowed with a paper on Tree Culture, 
naming those trees that would grow 
rapidly, furnishing wood fence posts, 
etc., for the prairie regions where such 
methods are adopted to some extent in 
lieu of the purchase of timber from a 
distance, although the facilities for 
transportation are now so great that the 
scarcity of timber which formerly ex- 
isted in this direction may be said to 
exist no longer. 

One of the most interesting papers read 
was that of Prof. W. Dodson, botanist 
of the Louisiana State University, on 
Red Rice. This paper will appear in 
this journal and is the first scientific 
contribution in this direction that has 
been our good fortune to have met with. 
Professor Dodson holds that red rice is 
an entirely separate variety ; that it is not 
a deteriorated rice, but simply a separate 
variety that will cross on to the white 
rice, producing all intervening shades 
of red, just as red and white corn will 
mingle with each other when planted 
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adjacent. Professor Dodson's essay on 
this subject will be found interesting to 
all those engaged with rice. 

The third day of the session was de- 
voted to the Louisiana Stock Breeders' 
Association, and Major W.L. Foster, of 
Shreveport, so well knowu in stock 
circles as a breeder of high-grade Berk- 
shire hogs, delivered his annual address, 
in which he reviewed the facilities 
offered in this State for stock breeding. 
The people of Louisiana seem to be 
over-modest in estimating the value of 
their own resources, and it is only by 
hearing such papers as this of Major Fos- 
ter's and many others delivered upon this 
occasion that we can have any concep- 
tion of the enormous capacity of our 
State agriculturally. It would seem that 
it is only three-cent sugar, five-cent cot- 
ton and a-dollar-a-bag rice that can 
bring us to a proper realization of our 
resources in other directions. As a pre- 
ventive against these remedies brought 
about by dire necessity, would it not be 
well enough to avail in advance of some 
of our resources and keep the wolf 
necessity from the door as long as pos- 
sible! 

Major Foster's paper was followed by 
one upon the value of pure bred live 
stock, their care and management, by 
Mr. S. Q. Hollingsworth, of Coushatta,' 
Red River parish. Mr. Hollingsworth 
was unable to be present and his paper 
was read by the secretary. It was one 
of the most valuable contributions to 
the meeting and clearly brought out the 
great value of thoroughbred live stock 
from a purely economic point of view, 
the same amount of food and care de- 
voted to thoroughbred stock giving 
double or triple the income that would 
result were the same given to scrub 
stock. 

Mr. W. B. Mercier's contribution on 
beef raising and fattening was also 
read by the secretary and was a valu- 
able paper, bringing out considerable 
discussion as to our resources in that 
direction. 

Dr. W. H. Dalrymple, veterinarian 
of the Louisiana State University, and 
secretary of the society, delivered an 
exhaustive address on Texas or Southern 
Cattle Fever. This is a matter not very 
well understood, and Dr. Dalrymple's 
vevy clear exposition of the whole mat- 
ter, showing the immunity of our own 
cattle within our own lines ; the liabil- 



ity of Northern cattle brought within 
our lines, and the tendency of our own 
cattle to communicate the fever through 
ticks when our cattle are carried beyond 
the so-called quarantine limits, were all 
ably discussed by Dr. Dalrymple, and 
full explanations given as to the present 
experiments being carried on for cattle 
dipping in vats wherein the water is 
covered with West Virginia oil, the 
complete bath given to the cattle pass- 
ing through it being found to extermi- 
nate or nearly exterminate all the ticks 
and thus greatly lessening the danger 
of the communication of the fever to 
them. 

The subject chosen by Mr. W. S. May, 
of Ruston, Can Louisiana Supply Home 
Demands for Meaty Dairy Products and 
FeedstuffSj was well discussed by various 
members of the society and with a gen- 
eral affirmative answer. 

The Stock Breeders' Association then 
received the reports of its committees 
and elected its officers, Major Foster 
being unanimously elected as president, 
than whom no better selection could 
have been made. 

The Agricultural Society then re- 
sumed its session, receiving the reports 
of its various committees, including the 
report of the committee on resolutions, 
which was as follows : 

The committee on resolutions beg to make 
the followiDg report : 

Besolved, That the hearty thanks of the State 
Agricultural Society be tendered the good 
people of the city of Crowley for the gener- 
ous hospitality they have extended to delegates 
and visitors to this convention. 

The thanks of this society is especially due 
and is hereby tendered to the ladies and voung 
gentlemen of Crowley, who were so kind in 
entertaining us with their charming music. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this society be 
tendered to the public press of this State for 
its^nerous aid to the cause of agriculture, 
and personally to H. H. Hargrove, of the New 
Orleans Picayune^ and J. S. Taylor, of the 
Crowley Signal, who have taken such pains to 
report the proceedings of this meeting. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this association 
be tendered to Dr. W. C. Stubbs, director of 
the State experiment stations, for the valuable 
service he and his able assistants are rendering 
the State in the cause of agriculture. 

Resolved, That we commend the excellent 
work done by the Louisiana State University 
and Agriculttiral and Mechanical College. 

Resolved^ That the president and secretary of 
this society be directed to petition. In the name 
of the society, the constitutional convention for 
the removal of restrictions now existing in the 
present constitution on the expenditures for the 
advancement of the agricultural interests of 
this State. 

Resolved, That we heartily endorse the action 
taken by the farmers and others In some of the 
parishes who have been inaugurating annual 
stock shows, and we hope that these efforts 
will result in the establishing of annual parish 
fairs and finally that of a State fair. 

Resolved, That the president and secretary of 



this society be directed to petition to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of this State for an adequate ap* 
propriaiion for continuing these farmers' in* 
stitutes in this State on a mrge scale. 

Resolved, That this society congratulates the 
efilclent commissioner of agriculture upon h\% 
successful inauguration of farmers^ institutes hs 
this State, and testify to the good already ac- 
complished by them. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this society are 
hereby tendered to the State Bureau of Agri- 
culture and Immigration, and especi 'lly to its- 
efficient commissioner for the earnestness he 
has displayed in the discharge of the duties of 
his office. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend to 
the planters and farmers of Louisiana. to or- 
ganize local agricultural societies In every 
parish, auxiliary to the State society. 

Resolved, That all local agricultural societie 
be requested to send delegates to our meetln^i. 

Resolved, That this society commends the 
action of those public juries who have sent 
delegates to this meetlns^, and urges upon 
other parishes to do likewise at future sessions. 

Resolved, That the farmers of Louisiana in- 
vite to our State immigrants from other States, 
with the assurance that. they shall find fertile 
lands, a delightful climate, a hearty welcome 
and happy homes. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this association 
are hereby tendered to the Illinois Central, 
Southern Pacific, Kansas City, Wacklns & 
Gulf, Yazoo & Mississippi Valley, Missouri 
Pacific, Queen & Crescent and Cotton Belt 
railroads for their good work in promoting 
immigration to Louisiana from the Northwest. 
We trust that their example will be followed 
by other railroads of the State. 

Resolved, That this association recommends 
as a solution to present depression caused by 
low prices of farm products. Intensive Instead 
of extensive farming, diversification of crops, 
more attention to stock raising, making ue 
farm self-sustaining, economy of outlay on a 
cash basis, and raising cotton, tobacco, rice or 
sugar as a money crop. 

Resolved, That the public schools of the 
State, although showing marked Improvement 
during past years, need to be fostered, in- 
creased and encouraged in every way, and 
that all good citizens of the State should assist 
In this all-Important work. 

The resolutions were unanimously 
adopted. 

The committee on organization re- . 
ported its recommendations for the re- 
election of the old officers of the organ- 
ization, including Mr. Dymond as pres- 
ident and Dr. W. H. Dalrymple as 
secretary, after which the meeting ad- 
journed. 

The good people of Crowley were 
constant in their efforts to render the 
meeting a success. The local commit- 
tees provided exquisite music from the 
amateurs of the town. Col. G. G. Zenor, 
of St. Mary, who was in attendance as a 
delegate from that parish, added much 
to the enjoyment of the occasion by a 
charming recitation that he gave arid 
his witty and brilliant discussions of the 
various subjects that came up. Mr. 
Lucius Forsyth, Jr., manager of the 
Caflery central factory, St. Mary, was 
present during the session, an active 
and able participant in many of the difl* 
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cHflsions. Dr. W. C. Stubbs, Skate 
chemist, Professor of Af?riculture in the 
Louisiana State University and director 
of the several experiment stations, lent 
bis valuable aid in all the discussions, 
and his encyclopedic knowledge was 
constantly drawn upon by the many 
earnest inquirers after agricultural 
truth. 

The session ended Friday night, and 
most of the members that came from 
the eastern part of the State returned 
homeward on the midnight train. Thus 
ended one of the most eflPective and en- 
joyable sessions of the Louisiana State 
Agricultural Society. 

Secretary of As^riculture Wilson on 
the Possible Influence of Impor- 
tation of Hawaiian Sugar on Beet 
Sugar Production in the United 
States. 

The letter from Secretary of Agricult- 
ure Wilson in response to the Senate res- 
olution of January 14, 1898, has al- 
ready been commented upon in these 
<5olumns, and we have endeavored to 
fihow some of the fallacies in Mr. Wil- 
Bon's line of reasoning. We have now 
received the actual text of Mr. Wilson's 
letter, which was dated January 17, 
directed to the vice president, and reads 
as follows : 

The average amouDt of sugar inaported into 
Che United Srates annually from 1893 to 1897, 
iDclusiFe, was 1 ,830.482 tons of 2240 pounds 
each, valued at $101,575,293. The importation 
daring the fiscal year ending June 80, 1897, 
was 443,323 tons more than the average of the 
foar preceding years, which was 1,752,617 
toni, owing to the desire of importers to an- 
ticipate the effect of the tariff act pending in 
Congress during^ the last months of that year. 

The average importation of sugar from the 
Hawaiian Islands from 1893 to 1897, inclusive, 
was 149,456 tons, valued at $9,973,924. The 
importation for the fiscal year of 1897 was 
192,508 tons, b^inff 43,052 tons above the aver- 
age of the precedmg four years. During 1897 
toe Hawaiian su^ar was 9.1 per cent, of the 
amount consumed in the United Statesi From 
1893 to 1897 it was 7.1 of our consumption. 

The beet sugar consumed in the United 
States in 1896 was 18 per cent. ; in 1897 it was 
45 per cent, of the total consumption. The 
dUturl>ed condition of Cuba doubdess caused 
much of this marked increase, but the beet 
BUgars from countries In continental Europe 
are those from which we may expect the most 
active ccfmpetitlon. The production of beet 
sugar in the United States in 1897 was 41,347 
tons of 2240 pounds each; of cane sugar, 289,- 
009 tons; of maple sugar, 5000 tons, and of 
BOj^hum sugar 300 tons. 

The total domestic product was 335,656 tons. 

The total refined product of imported sugar 
was 1,760^607 tons, making the total annual 
consumption 1,096,263 tons. 

From the foregoing it appears that 84 per 
cent of the sugar consumed in the United 
States was imported. 

A prominent question is, can this Hawaiian 
production he greatly Incareased in competition 



with the American farmer? Free entry into 
the United States from these islands has given 
great encouragement to the production of 
sugar, and the industry has been developed 
very rapidly. We must take into considera- 
tion methods of cuUlvallon in Hawaii before 
we can certainly conclude what the future of 
the industry will be In that direction. Sugar 
cane is grown continuously on the same land in 
Hawaii, and for this reason the soil is being 
exhausted. The planters are now coaipelled 
to buy commercial fertilizers. The three 
elements of plant food most necessary to veg- 
etation are nitrogen, potassium and phospho- 
ric acid. Hawaiians will find saltpetre In 
Chile, potash at the Stassfurt mine In Ger- 
many, and phosphates In Florida. Guano on 
the Islands of the Pacific is being exhausted 
and Is quite expensive. When It becomes 
necessary to fertilize the soil in order to grow 
a crop, the expense becomes a considerable 
item and must be considered in determining 
what the effect of competition would be on 
American sugar growers. 

Sugar will be grown in the United States by 
American farmers. The Department of Agri- 
culture has been experimenting In two-thirds 
of the States of the Union during the past 
year, and will experiment in all the States 
during the coming year to ascertain where we 
can grow sugar- producing plants most profi- 
tably. A detailed report now being prepared 
for Congress will show the results of the worlt. 
The indications that come to us regarding our 
past season's work are that there is a wide ex- 
tent of country from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
where sugar beets can be profitably grown at 
an additional money crop. 

The $100,000,000 now paid for sugar is a 
great incentive, and numerous factories are 
planned and arrangements for growing beets 
are beine in many States. The per cent, of 
sugar in tne beets in many parts of our coun- 
try is much higher than the average in Eu- 
rope. Sugar beets will be grown most profit- 
ably by the American farmer In connection 
with dairying or meat production. They will 
not be grown successively on any one piece of 
ground, but will become a feature of rotative 
systems, alternating with the grasses, legumes 
and the grains that recuperate the sou and 
store It With plant food, suitable for growing 
the beet on any one piece of ground once in 
every four or five or six years. Nitrogen will 
be replaced by the clovers and other legumes. 
Potash and phosphoric acid will become avail- 
able In most of our soils while they are resting 
in grass. 

The American farmer can grow the sugar 
beet profitably for the dairy cow, youi?g ani- 
mals and fattening stock, if the sugar is not 
extracted at all; me Hawaiian has not these 
auxiliaries. The pulp of the sugar beet con- 
tains all the nitrogenous matter of the plant. 
If this Is taken back to the farm and fed to 
stock, and through that instrumentality re- 
turned to the soil, sugar beets can be grown 
perpetually on the same farm without at all 
reducing the fertility of the soil, because the 
sugar comes from the carbon dioxid of the 
atmosphere and takes no element of fertility 
from the land. 

The first sugar beet factories established in 
the United States imported machinery from 
continental Europe. The ingenuity of our 
people has been at work and has gradually 
supplanted every piece of machinery Imported, 
so that both in the field and factory American 
machinery Is superseding the foreign and 
enabling the American farmer and factory 
owner to do the work more expeditiously and 
economically. 

These considerations lead me to conclude that 
the system of agriculture pursued in Hawaii, 
which is certainly reducing the fertility of the 
soil, can not compete wlOi a system of farm 
management In the United States where the 
fertility of the soil Is not at all reduced. We 
consume In the United States about 2,000,000 
tons of sugar. Something like a million acres 



devoted to this purpose would produce all the 
sugar we Import into our country at the pres- 
ent time, or ten acres grown on each one of 
100,000 farms in rotation with other crops 
would meet home demands and do no injury to 
the soils. 

The American farmer will use this crop to 
diversify the farm system. The Hawaiian sugar 
grower is a one-crop man, and wherever one 
crop is perpetually grown, be it wheat or 
maize, beets or cane, cotton or tobacco, the 
available plant food In the soil Is certain to be 
reduced below the point of profitable produc- 
tion, and fertilizers are required. 
' With regard to the ability of the United 
States to produce sugar, the States north of 
Virginia, and Includmg that commonwealth, 
have demonstrated within the past year that 
the conditions are all favorable for prontable 
production. We intend, during the coming 
year, to ascertain wher^ the sugar beet can be 
profitably grown In the States south of Vir- 
ginia. Where It may be ascertained that the 
sugar beet will not grow profitably in the 
South, and where ribbon cane will not suc- 
ceed, we wll introduce the sorghum sugar 
cane seed. The Department of Agriculture has 
been selecting and developing this plant during 
the last seven years, until it contains as high 
a per cent, of sugar as found In the sugar beet. 
The average sugar content necessary to the 
profitable production of the sug^ beet is about 
12 per cent. 

The Lehi factory in Utah has been running 
for several years profitably with an average of 
sugar in the beet of 12 to 13 per cent. Our 
se^cted sugar cane gives us an average of 14 
per cent., and runs as high as 20 to 22 percent, 
in some cases. The department has been using 
the same methods of selection In developing 
sorghum by the polarlscope that have been In 
vogue In France and Germany for forty years 
past In the selection of mother beets. Where- 
ever we find that sugar beets will not grow 
profitably in the Southern States, we propose 
to introduce this high-heredity sorghum seed. 
Sorghum molasses is made extensively all over 
the United States. The census of 1890 shows 
that in 1889 the United States produced 24,- 
235,219 gallons of sorghum molasses, and In 
1897 we made 800 tons of sorghum sugar. It 
Is popular with the people; it Is made m small 
neighborhood mills, and the manufacture is 
being greatly extended. 

An additional reason why the Department of 
Agriculture proposes to encourage the grow- 
ing of first-class sorghum in the South is 
that the farmers of that section require a 
carbonaceous forage plant to feed with their 
cotton-seed cake. The State of Georgia, 
for example, produced 600,000 tons of cot- 
ton seed in 1897. If properly balanced 
with carbonaceous fodders, the cake of 
that one State would have finished the 390,- 
000 cattle exported from this country last year. 
The sorghum plant is highly carbonaceous and 
will answer this purpose admirably. It grows 
vigorously in dry soils where maize and other 

frasses do not thrive. Whether sugar is pro- 
uced from beets or cane, it Is done most profit- 
ably in connection with farms having all the 
departments properly balanced. The North- 
em States have the dairy and feed yard ; the 
Southern States may have them as well. The 
production of sugar can be incidental In both 
sections of the country to the feeding of ani- 
mals. Hawaii has nothing of this kind. The 
cane is grown; it is hauled to the mills; the 
bagasse is not returned to the soil ; the avail- 
able plant food is reduced, and the planters 
must search to the ends of the earth for fertil- 
izers. This is expensive, and they can not per- 
manently compete with farmers who make the 
growing of a few acres of sugar beets or sor- 
ghum incidental to other agricultural opera- 
tions on the farm. 

Sugar production in Hawaii is carried on 
with coolie lat>or under contract systems. 
That will vanish if the Islands become subject 
to our laws, when the laborer there will re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 6 



oeive the same wages he now gets in Califor- 
nia. 

Hawaii then will not seriously compete with 
sugar producers in the States. When the peo- 
ple of those islands come to consider, with 
scientific assistance, the possibilities of coffee 
production that can be extended over much of 
the limited sugar l>elt, it will be found that in 
that industry they have a monopoly with 
which no State in the Union can interfere. It 
is a sinji^ular fact that no scientific improve- 
ment of the coffee tree with regard to the ex- 
cellence of the berry and increased yield of 
the tree through intelligent selection has ever 
been made. The climate of these islands is 
admirably adapted to the production of many 
fine fruits that can not be grown in any of our 
States. They can grow many choice subtrop- 
ical and tropical fruits that have never been 
scientifically developed, the improvement of 
which would lead to very profitable produc- 
tion. In these directions the farmers of the 
States could not compete with Hawaii. 

A careful consideration of Mr. Wil- 
son's letter reveals several inaccuracies 
in it, or at least bis attempt to make the 
Hawaiian situation appear less danger- 
ous to our American sugar interests 
than it really is. For some cause Mr. 
Wilson bases his sugar statistics on 
the average of four years. As our 
consumption is increasing at least a hun- 
dred thousand tons per annum, a four 
years' average is no proper indication of 
the present total importation. In like 
manner the four years' average impor- 
tation from Hawaii into the * United 
States is not a fair statement of what is 
now doing in that direction. This jour- 
nal published an official statement from 
the Sandwich Islands recently, indicat- 
ing the production of 250,000 short tons 
during the calendar year. Mr. Wilson 
reports the importation of the fiscal 
year of 1897 at 192,508 tons. We know 
of no fiscal year of 1897, and presume 
that he means the United States fiscal 
year of 1896-97, ending June 30, 1897. 
Again, we presume that his figures indi- 
cate long tons, a ton unknown in the 
United States unless it be so specified. 

Mr. Wilson holds that the hundred 
million dollars now paid for sugar will 
be a great incentive to the beet growers 
of the United States, and that they will 
engage in rotative systems of agricult- 
ure, alternating with grasses, legumes 
and grains, in order to recuperate the 
soil, while with the Hawaiians, he 
thinks that they will be obliged to find 
saltpetre in Chili, potash in Uermany, 
and phosphates in Florida. It must be 
his familiarity with, the fact that the 
American farmers are already immense 
consumers of saltpetre from Chili, pot- 
ash from Germany and phosphates from 
Florida that leads him to conclude that 



the Hawaiians will seek the same sources 
for a supply of fertilizers. May not the 
Hawaiians, who are certainly enterpris- 
ing people, look also in the direction 
of leguminous crops for competent fer- 
tilization of their lands that have not 
been exhausted by a hundred years of 
sugar cane culture, as have those of 
Louisiana, or by 200 years of such cult- 
ure as have some of those of the British 
West Indies! 

Mr. Wilson, with an optimism that is 
hardly justified by the facts of the case, 
says that the American farmer can grow 
the sugar beet profitably for the dairy 
cow, etc., and that the Hawaiian has 
not these auxiliaries ; that the ingenu- 
ity of our people has been at work and 
supplanted foreign beet machinery. He 
seems oblivious to the fact that one of 
the largest factories now constructing 
in California has all its machinery com- 
ing from Germany. The whole of Mr. 
Wilson's letter seems to be an ad cap- 
tandum argument in favor of Hawaiian 
annexation. What interest he can have 
in such annexation when it so seriously 
imperils the development of the beet 
sugar industry in his own and the adja- 
cent States, we can not divine. Certain 
it is, that the direct development of the 
beet sugar industry promises to occur 
chiefly in the Western States of the 
Union and those are the States that are 
now invaded by these treaty-free, semi- 
slave, Hawaiian sugars, which it is now 
proposed to fasten upon us permanently 
by annexation. Mr. Wilson indicates 
what is possible in the Western and 
Southern States ; but his optimistic view 
of our own possibilities is not likely of 
realization for a half a century to come. 
All of the economic methods that he so 
well describes are absolutely essential 
to success in sugar production in 
Europe, and until distress drives West- 
ern and Southern sugar producers to 
equal care and economy, these ideal 
conditions, so well described by him, 
will not be reached. Perhaps Mr. Wil- 
son would like to see our sugar indus- 
try destroyed, or severely injured by 
undue competition, so that his ideal 
condition, of all the beet pulp to be fed 
to the cattle, and the proper rotation of 
crops, and the bagasse to be returned to 
the soil, etc., be realized. He seems 
willing to reduce our Western and 
Southern beet and cane cultivators into 
small farmers each growing a few acres 



of cane or sugar beets, or sorghum, in- 
cidental to the other agricultural opera- 
tions on the farm. 

It will be noticed that Mr. Wilson in 
his recitHtion of the possible advantages 
of the Americans over the Hawaiians 
strives to find some advantage that the 
Hawaiians may have. He forgets their 
semi-slave labor system, their fine fer- 
tile volcanic soils, their competent sup- 
ply of water for irrigation, their tropi- 
cal climate and continuous sunshine^ 
their enormous yields of sugar cane and 
of sugar, but does find that in Hawaii 
they can grow many choice subtropical 
and tropical fruits, and that they can 
grow coflfee there, and that in these 
directions the farmers of the States 
could not compete with the Hawaiians. 
These directions having been specified 
so carefully by Mr. Wilson, he must 
desire us to infer that we can success- 
fully compete with the Hawaiians in 
sugar production ; that all we need is 
to be reduced to the growing of a 
few acres of sugar beets or sorghum, 
incidentally to other agricultural opera- 
tions on the farm. It will be noticed 
that we quote his own words. 

Secretary Wilson is too good a man 
for us to suspect that he has been paid 
for his argument in favor of Hawaii so 
carefully introduced into this letter to 
the United States Senate. It does seem, 
however, that he has lost his usual 
level-headedness and is simply following;; 
the dicta ot the party leaders, and that 
his letter to the Senate is the best apology 
that he can make for the action of the 
coterie favoring annexation. 



The Living Age. 

T%e Living Age issues for January show that 
the spirit of Its founder still lives; hut they 
show more. Their contents are gleaned from 
a wider field, and there is an up-to-dateness 
in the articles which evidence renewed life and 
vigor. The recent enlargement of the maga- • 
zine, the addition of new departments, the 
widening of its scope by the introduction of 
translations from prominent continental au- 
thors on topics of present interest, and the 
presentation of American literature, are evi- 
dences of enterprise that will l>e appreciated 
by its readers and furnish what was needed to 
make The Living Age a complete compendium 
of the world's best current literature. 

The publishers' offer of the eight numbers 
of 1S97 containing the opening chapters of the 
serial **With All Her Heart,'^ free to all new 
subscribers for the vear 1S98, still holds good. 
Send $6 to The Living Age Company, Boston, 
and receive the beneftt of this offer. In no 
other way can so much reading matter of equal 
quality and variety be obtain^. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Ascension. 

[Special Oorrespondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been clear, cool, bright and altogether lovely 
for some days past, but It will require more of 
the same kind for a while longer ere the ground 
Is dry enough for a resumption of cane plant- 
ing under proper conditions. This consum- 
mation is awaited with much impatience on 
the plantations where little or no planting has 
yet been done, and, if the rain keeps off until 
next week, Monday will find this work in full 
blast throughout the parish. Under the In- 
fluence of the dry spell the public roads are 
rapidly becoming very much improved, and It 
is probable some of the worst spots In these 
thoroughfares will be made the objects of spe- 
cial attention by public-spirited citizens with 
the means at their command for repairing the 
places In proper manner. The manager of 
one of the largest' plantations In the parish Is 
said to have his eye on Smoke Bend, and pro- 
poses to place the road leading through this 
settlement In the best order the character of 
the soil will permit. Up to a few weeks ago 
the Smoke Bend road was one of the best In 
the parish, but the building of pieces of new 
levee rendered the destruction of the road 
necessary, and under our road system, or lack 
of system, no adequate provision Is made for 
its restoration. There is quite a general sen- 
timent in favor of making the construction of 
roads a part and parcel of the levee system, at 
least In so far as requiring contractors to build 
public roads alongside the lines of new levee 
erected by them. The work can be done much 
more readily and cheaply by these contractors 
than others can do It, for the reason that the 
former will have all the facilities for the tasic 
on the ground, and can employ them at a very 
slight advance of cost over the amount required 
to meet the expense of building the levee. The 
question Is one deserving the serious consid- 
eration of our lawmakers. 

The February meeting of the Ascension 
Branch of the Sugar Planters' Association of 
Louisiana was held last Tuesday, with a good 
attendance of the membership. In the absence 
of Hon. Henry McCall, president, the chair 
was occupied by Mr. Bernard Leraann, first 
vice president, and among the others present 
were Messrs. E. H. Barton, Meyer Lemann, 
Col. J. E. St. Martin, Dr. W. M. McGalliard, 
Dr. John D. Hanson, F. B. Lemann, C. Kline, 
Henry C. Brand, H. L. Weil, G. A. Gondran, 
Paul Leche and L. E. Bentley. The minutes 
of the November session were read and ap- 
proved, as was the report of the secretary and 
treasurer. On motion of Mr. Kline, the charge 
for the use of the billiard table was reduced 
from 30 to 10 cents per hour. A communica- 
tion was received from the Manufacturers' 
Association of Kings and Queens Counties, 
Xew York, asking the adoption of resolutions 
favorable to the passage by Congress of the 
liOud postage bill ; but after a brief discussion 
of the matter it was decided that no action be 
taken and that the secretary so notify the 
senders of the communication. The subject 



of the annual dinner and ball was debated, 
and It seemed to be the general belief that 
these entertainments should both be given this 
spring. If nothing occurs In the meantime to 
render them Inadvisable. It was agreed that 
the matter shall be taken up for special action 
at the March meeting. There being no further 
business demanding consideration, the associ- 
ation adjourned. 

The Bumside Gun Club inaugurated the sea- 
son's sport with a live and clay-bird tourna- 
ment last Saturday, In which the honors of the 
best naarksmanshlp were pretty evenly divided 
between Messrs. T. A. Devine, of Memphis, 
Dr. W. P. Miles, John W. Tucker and S. J. 
Boote, of Ascension, with Managers J. M. 
Breaux and S. L. Davis, of this parish, not far 
behind, and J. K. Tucker, of St. James, not far 
from the front in the procession of shooters. 
Assistants A. M. Barker, J. L. Saxon, Elmer 
Hunt, H. W. Green, >^uma Dalferes, Drs. B. A. 
Colomb, J. T. Brlngier and C. M. Davis and 
several others exhfblted creditable skill with 
the gun, among the best of the marksmen be- 
ing Mr. F. M. Gentry, the popular horse and 
mule man. Another shoot is to take place at 
Bumside on the 12th Inst., the profits of which 
win be donated to the new Episcopal Chapel 
in process of completion at that point. The 
shooting managers hope to have a large quan- 
tity of cane planted by that time. In which 
event look out for some phenomenal scores. 

No complaint has yet been heard of the con- 
dition of seed cane in Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[Special Correspondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been more favorable during the past week than 
during any previous week since the beginning 
of the year, and cane planting has been re- 
sumed. Outside of being somewhat sprouted 
the seed cane is reported to be good and the 
acreage planted will exceed last year's about 
15 per cent. Several have reported very heav>' 
rainfalls during January, one as many as 
twelve inches, but the register at the United 
States engineer's office at Plaquemine shows 
6.75 inches. The minimum temperature was 
on January 1 22 deg. and the maximum Jan- 
uary 11 84 deg. 

Several more changes In plantation proper- 
ties have taken place In this parish since last 
report. The Lower Elmer plantation, just 
above Bayou Goula in the First Ward, was sold 
by Mr. Balthazar Lotz to Mr. Leonard B. Lotz 
for $40,000. Messrs. Harrell & Kock sold their 
Upper Eimer plantation, adjoining Lower 
Eimer on its upper side, to Mr. Oscar D. Bil- 
lon, of the parish of St. James, for $25,000, 
the sale of the upper half of the Star planta- 
tion from Captain Charles A. Brusle to Messrs, 
James M. Holloway and William A. Holloway, 
which was interrupted last spring by the suit 
of Wm. Sch later vs. C. A. Brusle for the an- 
nulment of the suit, was concluded a few days 
since for $10,000. These figures are all fair 
prices and, considered In conjunction with 
numerous smaller sales, go to show that there 
Is plenty of confidence and some money to 
invest in the sugar plantations of Iberville. 



There are more lands under cultivation In the 
parish to-day than ever before. 

Mr. Wllbrod Thiry, of St. Gabriel, has leased 
the Hundred Mile plantation from his mother^ 
Mrs. Caroline A. Thiry, and will conduct the 
planting operations for his own account. Mr* 
Thiry Is a thorough cultivator and has his field 
in splendid shape. 

Mr. John M. Harrell, formerly of this parish 
but now of Beka plantation, parish of Orleans, 
and a pioneer in the *' crystallization In move- 
ment *' project, which he pronounces a good 
thing, was at Plaquemine Saturday and Sim- 
day, and had a pleasant word for his many 
friends. Mr. Harrell Is a bard worker and dur^ 
Ing the past season made eighty-seven consec- 
utive night watches at his sugar house besides 
his daily work. 

Mr. James M. McClure, of Plaquemine, has 
resigned his position as cashier of the Bank of 
Plaquemine, and will take charge of a large 
rice plantation at Beaumont, Texas. Mr. G. Ti 
Dunlap was elected cashier to succeed Mr. 
McClure, Mr. C. A. Barker, Jr., advanced to 
the position of assistant cashier, and Mr. An- 
drew Gourrier, son of the late Mr. Samuel 
Gourrier, of York plantation, was appointed 
runner. 

The new levee at Plaquemine was completed 
Sunday, and a plank wall Is being erected In 
front of it to protect it from wave wash. Con- 
siderable complaint has been made about the 
materials out of which some of the new levees 
are being made, especially the large propor- 
tion of river sand that is going into certain 
sections, and some fears are entertained. The 
matter Is well worth the attention of the levee 
authorities. 

District Court will close this week. La«t 
Wednesday ten criminals were sentenced to . 
the penitentiary and several to the parish jail, 
the latter subject to be hired out or worked on 
public works, under ordinance of the police 
jury. Iberville. 

West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: During the past 
week the weather has been perfect for planta- 
tion worky which has been pushed with all 
speed In order to make up. If possible, for time 
lost In January. There was a little rain here 
Sunday morning, but Monday dawned clear 
and bright, with a full force of laborers in all 
the fields. Good weather has since prevailed, 
which, as stated above, is being taken advan- 
tage of to the utmost by the belated planters. 
These bright days have put the planting fra- 
ternity in a more cheerful frame of mind than 
they have had so far this year. 

Another encouraging feature of the situation 
as it exists at present is that the seed cane is 
in good condltljn. A veteran planter re- 
marked last night that a close examination 
of his cane, both plant and stubble, revealed 
the fact that it was In a perfect condition. It 
Is generally conceded that there has not as yet 
been sufficient cold to Injure the cane, but the 
fear was general that the heavy rains during 
the first three weeks of January would prove 
as Injurious as severe cold. Such, however, 
seems not to have been the casftr>^ 
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One of the anomalies of cotton planting was 
forcibly Impressed upon tlip writer a few days 
figo. In passing through a cotton field men 
were seen piling up and burning stalks from 
which last year's cotton had not been picked, 
in order to put in another crop of the fleecy 
staple. 

An East Baton Rouge farmer has rented 
some land in this parish for the purpose of 
growing an oat crop. The experiment will be 
watched with interest. 

Idr. A. W. Norman is now in charge of 
Bmithfleld plantation. 

Prost and light ice have been in evidence 
here during the past two mornings. 

All the figures are not yet available, but 
enough is known to warrant the assertion that 
the sugar output of this parish for 1897-98 ex- 
peeds that of 189G-97. 

West Baton *Rou«e. 



Assumption. 

[Special Correspondence. 1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather for 
|.he last few days has been trying to make up 
|or the execrable rain}' spell of the early part 
of January. With the advent of sunny days 
tlie business of planting has progressed rap- 
idly, and some few early birds will finish the 
present week if the dry spell continues. As to 
the condition of the seed cane there are various 
reports. As a rule I believi^ I am safe in pro- 
pouncing it fully up to the average. That put 
down early in some instances badly sprouted, 
but if it can all be put in the ground without 
further delay, a fair stand will probably be ob- 
lialned. The condition of the stubbie is su- 
perb, perhaps too advanced for the season. It 
marks the row in many places, and this is par- 
ticularly true of that on black land. The old 
planters as a rule say that February is the 
inonth that tries the stubble, meaning that a 
bad wet February spoils the cane. However, 
as we have had so much wet weather in Jan- 
uary, perhaps the present month will treat us 
l)etter, and a perfect stand may be obtained. 
Tho rise in the Lafourche has been as rapid as 
we have ever known. We now have fair steam- 
poat navigation, and the prospect of bank-full 
water for some time. The present stage suits 
fkU interests. (with the exception of the flat- 
boats), and is particularly encouraging to the 
fice men. 

A larger acreage will be devoted to this 
cereal this year than usual. We still hear 
^umors of railroads. The latest news is that 
Jiie Southern Pacific will certainly build as far 
^s the Lafourche refinery and perhaps as far 
^ Labadieville. The Qaigley road is also 
being again agitated, so that out of the three 
roads we ought to be able to secure one at 
least. There is also an opposition steamboat 
line being organized, and rumor has it that the 
Louisiana (our passenger steamer) will also 
<iave a rival. The outlook so far for sugar is 
very promising. Confidence in the future of 
^is industry is being rapidly restored, and 
pew enterprises in this connection are heard of 
every day. The better prices paid for labor 
is a boon to the merchant, and prosperity is 
liear at hand for the sugar section of the State 
^t any rate. Perhaps the surest sigus of this 



are the increased deposits in the country banks, 
an increase in some cases of 60 per cent. This 
shows strikingly that there is ample money in 
the country to supply pressing needs. The 
recent sales of property in the sugar belt at 
enhanced values and the demand therefor em- 
phasizes the fact that the sugar industry is on 
a surer basis than for several years. 

Among recent sales we note that Mr. Leon 
Godchaux has added another tract of land to 
his Eltn Hall estate, viz., the Roger property, 
recently acquired of Mr. Steve Roger. Mr. 
Roger, we understand, will remain this year, 
at any rate, on the place, and raise cane by the 
ton to be sold to Elm Hall. The price paid 
for this property shows the value given to land 
by its proximity to the large central factories. 
I learn that the price of land in close prox- 
imity to the Belle Alliance factory has also felt 
the same stimulus, and has very much in- 
creased in value. 

At this season of the year when every one is 
busy planting cane it is singular to note the 
marked difference in views existing as to the 
amount of cane that it is best to plant. In this 
connection the timely appearance of Dr. 
Stubbs^ book is a treat to managers and plant- 
ers generally. His experiments should surely 
solve this and many other questions of prac- 
tical interest to the planter. A copy 
should be in the house of every cane 
raiser in the State, as a ready refer- 
ence book to be used when needed. We note 
with pleasure that it is to be followed by others 
on the same subject. The matter is simply 
written so as to be understood by all, a merit 
not 60 often embodied in treatises of this 
nature, where too often the learned mind soars 
above the every-day understanding of the 
average man. To express one^s views as 
clearly and pointedly as is done in this little 
volume is an uncommon gift. 

Mr. John B. Foley Is moving his house to 
his Idle wild plantation, and it is beautifully 
situated in the grove of live oaks. 

Mr. E. P. Munson will soon erect a hand- 
some modern residence on Glenwood, and the 
new house of Mr. Honore Dugas is nearing 
completion. 

Mr. Kessley, on Voiron, has completely 
renovated and greatly Improved the appear- 
ance of the residence, in fact almost making a 
new house of it. 

Mrs. Walter Guion and family have rejoined 
the judge. We are glad to say that Miss 
Gulon stood the trip back splendidly and is 
rapidly regaining her lost strength. Her 
many friends will join us In the hope that the 
Louisiana air will completely restore her to 
robust health. 

The presence of the steamboats in the La- 
fourche is like having old friends dropping in 
on one, and the sound of the whistles was 
very cheerful music to many. 

More Anon. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: While the weather 
grew a shade brighter during the latter part 
of last week, it did not last long. Sunday 
morning, the 30th, brought about a decided 



change in the temperature, it growing warmer, 
cloudy and showery, and in all respects dis- 
agreeable to the farmers, now anxious to get 
out and start teams to turning the soli. 

On some places having good drainage, the 
planters were able to start their men and teams 
to ploughing during the 27th, 28th and 29th 
ultimo. The soil was really too wet to get the 
very best results with the plow. But the sea- 
son is growing older all the while and as it 
does so time must be counted. 

Those who were in a position to do so were 
out in force plantipg cane while the sun was 
shining last week. The ground was rather 
heavy for such work, but there are times when 
matters are obliged to be done, and this, 
it seems, Is one of the peculiar seasons in 
which vegetation refuses to remain dormant 
The constant warm rains which have been fall- 
ing since the 1st of January have tended to keep 
the soil too warm for the season. Therefore, the 
germs of seeds and plants have been prema- 
turely quickened into life and grow out to the 
surface in quest of air, light and sunshine. In 
some respects this is the case to-day with 
plant cane in the mats. It is forcing Itself out 
to light and life, and it will not be surprising 
before the cine planting season is over with to 
learn of damaged seed caused from premature 
sprouting in the mats, unless some very de- 
cided change takes place soon in the tempera- 
ture to check the rank growth now going on^ 

But should the weather continue warm and 
damp during this month as It was during last, 
the cane growers to save themselves will have 
to plant their cane regardless of the condition 
in which the soli may be, in self-defence 
against loss, and such action on their part will 
not be the first instance on record when cane 
has had to be ^^ mudded '- into the ground to 
get it planted and then yielded an enormous 
tonnage of cane to the acre. 

I beg to differ a little bit with Mr. Bouche- 
reau's Report on the tonnage of sugar produced 
In Avoyelles, 1896-97. One house in Avoyelles 
made in 1897 1,000,000 pounds of sugar, not to 
take into consideration the output of three 
other factories at all. 

Again, it should be noted that Avoyelles has 
been shipping a good heavy tonnage of cane 
during the past two years to the sugar factories 
situated In some of the more southern parishes, 
which, if added to Avoyelles' account, would 
raise the scale very considerably higher than 
reported. 

However, the future is growing brighter, for 
not only Avoyelles but St. Landry and 
Rapides will soon rise to the front by steadily 
producing an imreased tonnage of sugar 
grown on home soils. 

Since commencing to write and before going 
to post, 1 have the pleasure to report that a 
change for the better has taken place in the 
weather. The wind changed during the night 
of the 30th ult. to the north, bringing with it 
bright and clear weather, much to the joy of 
the farmers and planters, who are now making 
haste while It Is fair to stir the soil and plant 
cane as fast as possible for full forces of willing 
hands to do so. 

1 don't think that an idle man can be found 
in the country to-day. Every one, it seems, has 
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something to do to keep them busy. Lands 
Are being cleared up before the plows ; fencing, 
repairing and building; some engaged in 
ditching, others opening drains to facilitate 
the flow of water, and better fit the soil for the 
plowman to follow. 

It does look from the start made like the 
Agricultural classes of this part of the country 
were more determined than ever to grow as 
big crops as it may lay in their power this 
year, Erin. 

Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondence.J 

Editor Louisiana Planter: But for light local 
showers on Sunday the weather has been more 
favorable than for some time past, and the 
lands are ploughing as well as could be ex- 
{•ected after the numerous showers during t'2e 
month of January. Some little ploughing 
was accomplished on well drained soils at the 
end of last week,' but the furrow slices were 
somewhat tenacious. Cane middles on the 
corn areas have been ploughed, and some 
are now selecting the sandy, best drained 
fields and are judiciously reploughlng the land 
prior to planting. From year to year planters are 
more and more appreciating the great necessity 
of preparing the seed-bed with the proper 
tilth, not only for cane, but also corn. An in- 
stance was cited to the writer where the re- 
ploughing of the rows prior to planting re- 
sulted in an increased yield of four tons of 
cane per acre, an amount which certainly 
more than compensated for the extra time and 

labor. 
Although the precipitations have not been 

excessive during the past winter, yet the lands 
which were flushed instead of being ploughed 
in rovrs are waxy and tenacious and can not 
yet be ploughed without detriment, the land 
Still retaining too much moisture. As It Is 
necessary to expedite field work as rapidly as 
possible in the spring, operations in the fall 
should be so conducted as to accomplish the 
end in view; not only that, but science has dis- 
closed the fact that micro-organisms are much 
more active in preparing plant food In ridged 
lands than when they are left flat. The prob- 
lem which confronts the cane grower in this 
State is the cheaper production of the raw 
material, with a relatively high sucrose con- 
tent, which can only be solved by unremit- 
ting care in the preparation of the land, its 
effective drainage, after cultivation, and its 
intelligent treatment manurially . 

Two systems must remain in vogue for years 
to come in the sugar belt of the State— one the 
gang system, and the other cane farming, 
whether with tenants, or, better still, by small 
land owners. From the present outlook the 
majority of the lands on .the river, larger 
bayous and the gulf parishes, there the gang 
system, with tenants here and there, will pre- 
vail; but the lands lying north of the Teche 
and Isouth of Red river should be cultivated 
by small proprietors, who can combine In a 
systematic manner, and become part owners 
in central factories within a reasonable distance 
ol their homes. 

To grow cane cheaply the grain farmer 
must have at his disposal, when needed, the 



best improved, labor-saving implements, or 
he will signally fail in his efforts to make re- 
munerative crops. 

The culture of the cane grower should be 
intensive to decrease the annual outlay for fer- 
tilizers, by which method canes rich In sucrose 
can be delivered at the factories, enabling 
proprietors to pay full prices. 

Wednesday of last week was clear and cool; 
Friday and Saturday cloudy; Sunday was 
cloudy, with strong southwest winds and 
dashes of rain at intervals In localities; Mon- 
day fair and cool ; Tuesday a light frost and 
fine: and Wednesday, as the day grows older, 
abetter promise of continued favorable weather. 

Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 



[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been more favorable for the past week than 
heretofore. The first of the week, or In other 
words, the first of The Louisiana Planter 
week, for it starts with Wednesday in Ver- 
milion, was not 60 favorable, but beginning 
with Sunday to date we have had most beauti- 
ful, sunshiny weather — warm at first, but at 
the present time it is good and cold, with a 
little Ice in evidence on all sides. If we could 
have just such weather as this for two or three 
weeks the farmers would smile away down in 
their boots, for then they would be through 
planting cane, and in fact would have all 
preparations for the '98 crop under full head- 
way. Cane planting, which was begun during 
the last of December and Isc of January,had to 
be Indefinitely suspended on account of the 
rainy spells, but it will be resumed now with 
renewed energy. 

Your correspondent has learned since last 
week's writing tha{ the damage to seed cane is 
not so bad as was reported. It is true that 
some of it is damaged, but only a stalk here 
and there, and it Is to be hoped now that no 
more will spoil, and if the weather remains 
favorable it will not. The future prospects for 
the sugar industry in this parish are very fiat- 
tering, in fact brighter for Vermilion than any 
other section In Louisiana. And the reason is 
just this in a nutshell — the undeveloped area 
for cultivating cane is larger. U you will allow 
us we will just give you the opinion of an old 
resident of Southwest Louisiana on the future 
prospects of Vermilion parish— he is not a na- 
tive of Vermilion but of an adjoining parish, 
and for the past sixty years has traveled over 
the prairies or in other words the sugar belt of 
the Slate, and being an observant and edu- 
cated gentleman, he has let but few of the 
beauties or future prospects of the sections in 
which he has traveled pass him unnoticed ; he 
expresses himself about as follows: ^^ I have 
lived in many parts of South Louisiana for the 
past forty years and am familiar with the en- 
tire sugar belt, and their names have been ad- 
vertised to the world as Edens and banner sec- 
tions ; I see them as nothing as compared to the 
future of Vermilion. Vermilion must neces- 
sarily become the heart of the sugar region of 
Louisiana. The Vermilion country will sup- 
port more and larger refineries than any other 
section of the State. 



'^Along the Teche there is but a narrow strip 
of land, near the river, that is sugar-produc- 
ing land. This strip is very high and rich, 
but it soon falls off into the low swamp or 
marshy lands, while along the Vermilion river, 
near the stream the land Is a rich, sandy loam, 
while back from this, for miles on either side, 
the land rises in a broad expanse of alluvial 
prairie, black and fertile, and which produces 
cane heavier In weight than that grown near 
the river. Thousands of acres of this land is 
now lying idle, but must soon be developed 
into sugar culture. The cane grown on the 
Vermilion lands is much heavier and richer 
than that grown in other parts of the sugar 
belt, and the land on which it is grown is 
easier cultivated and with much less expense 
to the planter to realise the same results. This 
alone, he says, will develop the Vermilion in- 
dustry at no distant day." The territory to 
be developed here is something enormous, 
yermlllon has at least 100,000 acres of availa- 
ble sugar land, which, at twenty tons per 
acre, would yield 2,000,000 tons, with an aver- 
age of 160 pounds of sugar per ton, would be 
300,000,000 pounds of sugar, but we have no 
facilities for taking care, of the cane were 5 per 
cent, of that amount raised. P. C. M. 



St. James. 

[Special CorrespoDdenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather since 
last Sunday has been as fair as can reasonably 
be expected, holding out encouraging pros- 
pects of a good week's record in the spring 
planting and general ploughing up. It Is to be 
hoped that the excessive moisture we have 
been victims of will be vouchsafed to us here- 
after. The energies of the planters, managers 
and tenants are now concentrated on spring 
planting, and the preparing of new lands to 
receive further additions to the crop of the 
parish. Regular spring planters may not finish 
for a couple of weeks, and probably a month, 
depending upon quantity to do, weather, etc. 
According to rumors the com crop will be be- 
low the average In acreage, as there will not 
be much of it planted. Every planter put 
down sufticient seed to plant every available 
nook- of land, and the prospects of an extraor- 
dinarily large cane crop this year are evident. 
In speaking of seed cane, we have noticed that 
some planters are not very enthusiastic about 
its soundness, as the ends are beginning to rot, 
and if left in its present state any length of time 
much damage may be effected. Once planted 
cane can survive much rough handling, but 
previous to that it is a tender plant. The ob- 
ject now of every planter seems to be to con- 
sider the "quantity" and not so much the 
"quality'' in making a crop. Already the 
sugar engineer Is abroad, making specifica- 
tions for the season's improvements and re- 
pairs; slow planters heretofore are waking up 
and are coming to the front, by declaring their 
" intentions " of adopting this or that improve- 
ment. The kind of improvement contemplated 
seems to be mostly that of increasing capacity, 
such as larger mills, more clarlflers, and put- 
ting in more coils in small vacuum pans. 

That nightmare of the right bank. Pike's 
Peak levee, still disturbs our peace of mind, 
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owing to its unfinished condition. Every 
effort to overcome the evil is being made on 
the part of the contractor. Messrs. J. Hen- 
derson and J. Vegas have come forward with 
their labor force, as they always do in any 
emergency, and are helping to do what is 
necessary to protect ns from the creeping 
waters. Even when complete, our fears will 
not be entirely alleviated, as the dirt is yet 
feebly packed, and the cold and constant rains 
have retarded the growth of any grass what- 
ever. The general opinion is that the levee 
should be fascined, but the task of doing so 
would be a herculean one, besides exorbitant 
In price. 

Mr. J. Vegas, for many years employed on 
Rlchbend plantation, now fills the position of 
manager on Upper Elmer, of Messrs. BlUou & 
Guidry. 

Mrs. J. Markham and little daughter, of 
Cypremort, are guests of Oak Alley. 

St. James. 



St, James, Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: With the arrival of 
February a spell of fair weather has come to 
visit us, which is eventually a treat such as we 
have not enjoyed in a long time. Monday and 
Tuesday were exceptionally bright; a cold cut- 
ting north wind blew with a steady, regular 
force, whilst Wednesday morning the sun rose 
amidst innumerable clouds, accompanied by a 
damp east wind which rendered the morning 
of a foggy nature, and raised the temperature 
considerably, but at noon a reaction occurred 
when suddenly the wind went north, and we 
are now in hopes of a continuation of sunny 
days. All plantation occupations have been 
re-established, and planting is being pushed 
with vigor, although complaints are heard as 
to the wet condition of the soli. 

Seed cane is reported as being very good, 
the damages caused by the too frequent rains 
we have had of late being but verj- slight, and 
the acre^age will by no mean* suffer from this. 

The river has risen considerably since last 
your scribe wrote; a great amount of wood 
passes and our busy inhabitants are taking, ad- 
vantage of same to make free provision of fuel. 
Levee work is continuing, still the contractors 
and workmen seem quite slow at it, as im- 
provements can hardly be seen. But owing to 
the cold spell which Is now reigning through- 
out, we are In hopes that this rapid rise will 
be somewhat checked. 

In last week's Issue a little error was done, 
when, speaking of the sale of the St. Rose 
plantation. I mentioned the approaching re- 
moval of Mr. Rolling and family to New 
Orleans; as instead of removing so far, we are 
pleased to hear that he is merely going to 
Pike's Peak plantation, on the right bank, 
where he is actually part owner. 

A large store is going to be established on 
the St. Rose by the proprietors of the planta- 
tion, and Mr. D. Ileller and family, formerly 
of Pike's Peak, have take possession of their 
newly purchased home. 

On Monday, February 7, a jury term of the 
District Court will begin, and we hear of many 
and important cases being on the docket. The 



session of the constitutional convention at the 
same time will doubtless Injure it, as the elec- 
tion of some of our prominent lawyers to mem- 
bership in It, among whom are Sims and 
Lambremont, will unavoidably necessitate 
their presence at the convention Instead. 

If we must judge the pecuniary conditions 
of our parish by the great number of wed- 
dings which are taking place, we are prompted 
to think that they have greatly Improved, as 
we have not heard in a long time of so many 
matrimonial bonds being signed. 

Since your scribe has started writing the 
thermometer has fallen 3 deg., now register- 
ing 34 deg. Convent. 

St. Charles. 

Grinding is pegging away yet, and it is no 
doubt monotonous to those who are working 
in It. All our planters have wound up with 
the exception of the Ashton plantation. 
The work has been retarded on the place by 
having so much windrowed cane to grind, 
with the inclement weather. A few of our 
planters were compelled to leave some cane 
in the field. — Herald^ January 29, 



Trade Notes. 



J. P. Kemper. — Elsewhere In this issue ap- 
pears the advertisement of this gentleman, who 
is one of our rising sugar house engineers. Be- 
sides holding the agency for a number of sugar 
house necessities in the mechanical line, Mr. 
Kemper Is the patentee of a cane carrier 
feeder which Is attracting a great deal of at- 
tention. Mr. Kemper says he had his device 
in operation last season on the Glencoe planta- 
tion, and after a few detail modifica- 
tions had the satisfaction of seeing it a perfect 
success. Being asked for a short description 
of it he said: 

'*The device was designed to obviate the 
many great disadvantages of slinging and hoist- 
ing cane from carts or of dumping it on the yard 
and picking it up by hand. It is Intended es- 
pecially for storing and feeding cart cane. 

•' The cane is dumped upon a long table at 
right angles to the carrier. In grooves 
lengthwise on this table, about six feet apart, 
are two sprocket chains which are operated by 
means of a drum operated by applied power 
and a friction clutch at the end next to the 
cane carrier. 

''The loads of cane are dumped one be- 
hind the other on this table and pulled onto 
the carrier by means of detachable wooden 
drays, placed behind each load, one at a time, 
and fastened by hooks into the links of the 
sprocket chains beneath. The chains being In 
grooves are beneath the surface of the table 
and are not disturbed by the carts driving 
over the table. 

*' Where a great quantity of cane is to be 
stored it would be necessary to put in a num- 
ber of these tables, or, better still, plank the en- 
tire cane yard and have these sprocket chains at 
the proper distances apart to drag the loads onto 
the carrier without conflicting with each other. 

** By means of the friction clutch which sets 
the chains in motion, the feed can be regulated 
almost to a stalk. 

" I am prepared to sell these feeders this year 



under a full guarantee of perfect satisfaction 
and greater economy of labor than any other 
device for the same purpose." 

Parrel 1 Foundry and riachlne Company,— 

This well-known establishment, which has 
been catering to the wants of the sugar plant- 
ers In various ways for many years, advertise 
elsewhere in this issue their filter presses, one 
of which can be seen at the office of the New 
Orleans Railway and Mill Supply Company, 
at 624 Camp street. 

Mr. R. S. Rickey Is representing them here 
as usual, and he expects, with apparent good 
reason^ to double the business he has done in 
previous years. He is located with the New 
Orleans Railway isind Mill Supply Company, at 
the above address, and is always ready to ex- 
plain the apparatus be represents In the com- 
prehensive and entertaining way which he so 
well understands. He tells us that there were 
fourteen of the Farrell presses placed In Louis- 
Isana by him last season, and there are 
altogether thirty-two In use in the State, all 
giving good satisfaction. He has some ex- 
cellent letters from prominent planters attest- 
ing their high regard for the presses, and is 
prepared to substantiate his claims to a high 
place for his apparatus In the estimation of the 
sugar- planting fraternity. In his advertise- 
ment will be found the na^nes of a few of the 
widely known people who use the Farrell 
presses, and they are all known as level- 
headed men, who know a good thing when 
they see It, and are careful aad conservative 
In their purchases. 

ricArdle & Co.— Among the many agencies 
who represent large manufacturers and carry 
stock for the immediate wants of the sugar 
planters, none are better known and more 
highly esteemed than Messrs. McArdle & Co. 
Under the able supervision of Mr. P. H. 
McArdle this firm is making rapid strides, and 
will doubtless, with the experience and facili- 
ties which they possess, receive their full 
quota of patronage from the sugar planters 
and others who are in need of goods in the 
various lines which they represent. Their 
advertisement appears elsewhere In this jour- 
nal, and It would be well for all to examine 
the same who are In need of locomotives, cane 
cars, link belting, etc. The Planter wishes 
Messrs. McArdle & Co much success. 



Sugar in Ohio. 

Toledo, February 3.— A sum of $140,000 
has been subscribed to the capital stock of a 
beet sugar factory to be put up at this city, to 
be ready for business in time to handle the 
crop of 1898. Over $100,000 more is promised 
and is in the city. This will be the first beet 
sugar factory In Ohio, although capitalists at 
Columbus experimented with beet more than 
sixty years ago, and failed, of course. 

Burton, February 3.- Runs of maple sap 
have been had In some sugar groves In this 
section since the cold snap the first of tills 
week, but the prospects for an unusually 
favorable crop Is not good, because of the very 
open winter. Zero has been reached but once 
this winter and that was over a month ago. 
^.-G^OBOB U. Habn. 

Digitized by V^:jOOQl _ 



February 5, 1898.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTEK AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



91 



FOREIQN LETTERS. 

Berlin. 

Berlin, January 15, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: There is abso- 
lutely no use of speaking of the weather, it re- 
maining day by day and week by week the 
same, and its influence is any way reduced to a 
yery small compass, the factories still working 
forming only rare exceptions, and the cam- 
paign, properly so called, is in most places 
finished. As to its results the latest flscal 
statistics have revealed the surprising fact that 
the yield in December was better than in the 
preceding months, and that the total extraction 
of sugar from the beet for the first five months 
of the season has improved, as compared with 
last year, whilst in view of the unfavorable 
weather, and the complaints about the de- 
terioration of the beets in silos, the exact con- 
trary was expected. The yield obtained now 
in the beet sugar factories amounts to 11. SO 
per cent., as against 11.59 per cent, at the same 
time last year, but at the end of November the 
figures were 11.63 and 11.43 per cent, respec- 
tively, from which it appears that the differ- 
ence in favor of the present campaign has in- 
creased from 0.10 per cent, to 0.21 per cent. 
The explanation of this strange and almost 
puzzling circumstance is sought in the fact that 
the process of taking back the drainings of 
first products into general work was applied in 
more factories than last year, which 
causes a larger output ^f first runnings, whilst 
later on the production of second runnings 
is curtailed correspondingly, in which case 
the improvement of the yield would not mean 
a very marked surpassing of the estimate now 
admitted. In the other beet countries of 
Europe the n.eteorologlcal conditions show 
also no change worth mentioning, and thus 
this topic for some time to come might safely 
drop into oblivion. 

The public discussion of the bounty ques- 
tion has by this time assumed a somewhat 
heated character, both between the different 
countries and the parties either advocating or 
rejecting the system. Even among the fabrl- 
cants themselves the opinions are divided, but 
In Germany the overwhelming majority are 
for abolition only when it is agreed upon or 
effected by all countries, for there Is no doubt 
that If at present all nations, except one, 
would do away with the bounties, this one 
would very soon cause the others to return to 
the old system. The principle of *' all or 
nothing *' has frequently proved baleful to 
human aspirations. In this case, however, it 
would be a great mistake to deviate from it. 
Any developments as to the bounty question 
worth chronicling, however, have not come to 
pass. 

The consumption of sugar in Bussla is mak- 
ing obviously big strides In advance. A short 
time ago the Minister of Finance, in order to 
put a barrier to an exaggerated rise of prices, 
made use of his power to admit a part of the 
reserve stock for sale on the home market, but 
this quantity has been quickly absorbed and an- 
other liberation of stock has become necessary, 
which was effected the other day, 760,000 poods 
having been admitted to be sold in the interior 



without the payment of the additional taxes 
to which are subject all sugars not com- 
prised In the quantity destined for home con- 
sumption by the government. This quantity 
amounted originally to 31,600,000 poods (525,- 
000 tons), but is now raised to 33,500,000 poods 
(668,000 tons) crystal sugar. 

At the last general assembly of the large 
German beet sugar society it was proposed 
that steps should be taken to induce our mili- 
tary authorities to add a certain quantity of 
sugar to the fare of our soldiery. Now I can 
report that not only the executive committee 
of the society has complied with the wishes 
then announced by t>r. Hager, but that also 
the military administration has expressed its 
readiness to make an attempt to Introduce sugar 
Into the rations of the army. The moment to 
affect this innovation is at present favorable, In- 
asmuch as the government proposes to furnish 
warm evening food to the soldiers, which re- 
quires an additional outlay of about 11,000,000 
marks for the maintenance of our army, but If 
sugar (perhaps 50 grammes per diem) would 
be given into the bargain, the sum necessary 
may be enhanced to the extent of about 2^600,- 
000 more. The useful effect of the measure 
is sought partly In the muscle-strength- 
ening powers of sugar, partly In the sol- 
diers becoming accustomed to sugar, so 
that when returning to civil life they 
will contribute to Increase the consump- 
tion of the article. For the present the quan- 
tity required, or used up, in the barracks 
would not be very large, about 10,000 tons be- 
ing eufidcient per annum to cover the eventual 
demand from that quarter. The matter, how- 
ever. Is still under consideration in our minis- 
try of war, and the realization of the scheme 
depends largely on the discovering of a prac- 
tical method admitting as little as possible of 
abuses and fraudulent tricks. The Parliament, 
It may be believed, will hardly raise any 
serious objections. 

The importance of the British sugar trade 
can be seen from the figures published by the 
board of trade at the end of 1897. There has 
been, in the first place, an importation of 1,- 
567,172 tons, as against 1,609,478 tons (raw 
value) In 1896; so that In 1897 52,706 Jess than 
in 1896 have been imported. But, notwith- 
standing this decrease, in general the Importa- 
tion of refined has augmented to the extent of 
upward of 52,000 tons, also raw beet has con- 
siderably Increased, but cane ha3, compared 
with last year, suffered a loss of 153,280 tons. 
The consumption is calculated in raw value at 
1,529,942 tons, as against 1,606,152 tons (plus 
23,790 tons), and the final stocks are set down 
at 90,029 tons, against 137,525 tons in 1896. 
There is, in the face of the declining importa- 
tion and the small increase of consumption 
(the exportation remained about stationary), 
not much to rejoice over In those figures. The 
markets have continued very quiet this week, 
except the last few days, when a slight Im- 
provement has taken place. A more decided 
change of the present stagnant situation, how- 
ever, may be looked for only when refiners 
and exporters have disposed oi the large quan- 
tities purchased before Christmas, which is not 
yet the case— or when America, as a buyer, 



appears on this side again. Prices have not 
changed materially, and actual 88 per cent.- 
sugars are quoted at Magdeburg at 10.10 marks 
to 10.27 marks, whilst delivery January is 
worth at Hamburg 9.27 marks f. o. b. Refined 
were flat and partly a little lower. 

Robert Hennig. 



Barbados. 



The favorable weather of December enablecf 
the planter to take his Christmas and New 
Year's holidays with a light heart, p'lanting 
operations being well advanced; indeed, the 
new year not only found the fields established, 
but many of them forward, with the young 
cane plants strong and green above ground; 
for, with the exception of a few flelds here and 
there kept back by* the proylslon crop and yet 
to be planted, 1893 with the two Inches of rain 
with which, in Its opening hour. It blessed our 
island, watered the budding crop of 1899. The 
friendly old year departed In a shower, which 
the new year kindly converted Into a copious 
rain, happy augury we hope of favorable 
weather as the coming seasons run their course. 
— Agricultural Beporter^ January 8, 



Sugar in London. 

The raw market has been outwardly dull^ 
but prices have been fairly maintained, more 
especially in the speculative market, and hold- 
ers of actual sugar show no disposition to sell 
except at previous rates. With the publica- 
tion of most of the European stocks on January 
1, the visible supplies are considerably Increas- 
ed, but It Is noteworthy that the production of 
Austria-Hungary in December last was much 
smaller than in the previous year, and that the 
European stocks at the present time show a 
large deficit, which Is not likely to be made up- 
at this advanced period of the sugar campaign^ 
Indeed, the long period of mild and damp 
weather must have exercised a very detrlmen- 
tal effect on the stored beet roots. The Ameri- 
can markets have been less active, but values 
are maintained, stocks still steadily declining, 
notwithstanding that the weight of sugar afloat 
to America continues heavy, while the weekly 
receipts of the new Cuban sugar are now be- 
coming important, being at the present time 
much larger than those of last year, though it 
is still suggested that the total production will 
not much exceed that of 1896-97. The value 
of other cane sugar, both low brown refining 
and grocery cystallized. Is maintained, though 
the demand for the latter has been less active 
than of late. The stock of this sugar, how- 
ever, is not large, and there were no imports of 
it to London during last week, the total for 
this year remaining 1496 tons, against 4167 
tons In 1897. — Produce Markets Heview, January 
IS. 

Timothy has proved to be less digestible by 
horses than by ruminants. (Animals that 
chew the cud.) 

Making a ^* mixed feed " of the grain and 
long forage is the best manner of feeding 
horses. 

It is Impossible to maintain horses on a 
grain ration alone ; they must have a long for- 
age. 
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Norfolk, Nebraska. 

The beet contract«»of the Norfolk Beet Sugar 
Company are being changed In a manner 
which will give a material advance in price 
paid farmers for the crop of 1898. This has 
been done volantarily by the company, and 
offers the farmer a premium for efforts to do 
good work in his tields and produce high 
grade beets. The contracts as previously pre- 
pared provided for the payment of beets on 
the basis of $4 a ton for 12.80 beets and 14.78 
beets anti those testing more, with a reduction 
of 25 cents a ton for each drop of 1 per cent, 
sugar or purity. The change now being made 
in the contracts provides that beets that shall 
contain not less than 12 per cent, sugar and up 
to and including 14.4 per cent, sugar to the 
weight of the beet, with a parity coefficient of 
not less than 78, shall be paid for at the rate of 
$4 a ton. The sum of $4.25 per ton will be 
paid for all beets containing not less than 14.5 
per cent, sugar and up to and including 15.4 
per cent, sugar, with a purity coefficient of not 
less than 78, and an additional 25 cents per ton 
will be paid for each and every per cent, of 
sugar that said beets contain above 15.4 per 
cent., with a purity coefficient of not less than 
78— that is to say, for l)eets containing from 
15.5 to 16.4 per cent, sugar, $4.50 per ton; for 
beets containing from 16.5 to 17.4 per cent., 
$4.75 per ton, and in like manner for each and 
every additional per cent, of sugar. 

Should any beets grown under this contract 
fail to come up to the above standard for 
which $4 per ton, or a higher price as above 
specified, is to be paid, they will then be 
paid for at the following schedule of prices 
(it being distinctly understood that such low 
grade beets shall not be delivered to the fac- 
tory until after the factory shall have worked 
up all beets that reach the above required 
standards, unless otherwise directed by the 
company) : For all beets containing not less 
than 11 per cent, sugar and a purity coefficient 
of not less than 78, $3.50 per ton; 10 per cent, 
sugar and a purity coefficient of not less than 
78, $3 per ton. Should any of the beets grown 
under this contract contain a purity coefficient 
of less than 78, then a reduction of 15 cents 
per ton will be made from the above prices for 
each and every degree or fraction thereof of 
purity below 78. However, no beets will be 
received at the factory containing less than 10 
per cent, sugar and a purity coefficient of 73. 

This Advance in prices must necessarily be 
gratifying to beet growers, and dbming, as it 
does, as a voluntary raise on the part of the 
company, should be doubly appreciated by the 
farmers. Most beet growers made a good 
profit from their crop last season at the old 
prices, but had the scale which is to be used in 
1898 been operative, then they would have re- 
ceived much more for their labor than they 
did, as many of the beets tested high enough 
to draw ^.25 and $4.50 under this rating, 
while some would have brought as high as $5. 
With the forthcoming season as favorable as 
last, there is no reason why as good beets can 
not be raised, and with the added incentive of 
a better price, farmers will put ftrth every 
effort to produce high grade heeta,--Neto8, 
January 27. 



Red Rice. 

[A paper by Prop. W. B. Dodson, Botanist Louisi- 
ana State University , read before the Louisiana 
State Agricultural Society, at Crowley, La., 
January 27, 1898.] 

Mr, President^ Members of the Louisiana Agri- 

cultural Society^ Ladies and Gentlemen: 

As my paper comes last on the programme 
for this evening's session, I will try to cut It to 
a short pattern, and avoid overtaxing your 
patience. The progress and development of 
the rice industry has already been ably treated 
by Mr. Crlppen. It was the pleasure of the 
committee on programme that I should discuss 
one of the obtacles in the way of the rice 
planter, namely, his unwilling cultivation of 
red rice. 

I suppose it is better to say very little about 
this plant by way of introduction, as most of you 
are probably better acquainted with it than 
you would like to be, and have more of it than 
you would like to keep. Red rice seems to 
appear in small quantities, at first, in new rice 
land, and increase from year to year till its 
abundance becomes a menace to the planter. 

The cause of the development of the red 
grain seems to have escaped careful investiga- 
tion, or at least the writer has been unable to 
find anything published upon the subject. The 
writer has been at work for nearly three years 
gathering data and verifying observations upon 
this source of annoyance to the Louisiana 
rice planters. What is given in the following 
pages will be largely taken from a report of 
this work, which is now in press, and will soon 
be available for distribution. 

For this work seeds were collected from 
various places, several packages having been 
received from the Crowley Kice Mills, of 
Crowley, La. 

Red rice is a popular name given to the rice 
plant that produces seeds with red or pink 
kernel or covering. In some cases the grain is 
colored a dark red through its entire sub- 
stance, while in other instances almost any 
shade of lighter tint l>etween the red and the 
white may be met with. Sometimes the c«lor 
is only in the seed coat and is removed by the 
mill. When the seeds remain red or have 
streaks apparent as evidence of the small por- 
tions of tt\,e seed coat remaining after going 
through the mill, the product is less salable 
than the clean white seed. 

In the rice fields, after the stems are well 
headed, one can readily distinguish at a dis- 
tance of several paces the plants that will pro- 
duce the red seeds. I have not seen a rice 
planter that could not readily pick out the red 
rice, though he may not be able to tell exactly 
what causes the difference in appearance. 
Upon comparing a head of red and a head of 
white rice, it will be seen that the red is in- 
clined to be longer, with the grains further 
apart on the branches of the head. The 
branches that support the grains of the red 
rice are generally very crooked, while the 
branches of the white are mostly straight, or 
at least much straighter than those of the red. 
The seeds are shorter and smaller than those 
of the white, and the drooping of the panicle 
is different. All these things go together to 
make an apparent difference in the appear- 
ance of the head that every one will notice. 



These differences, with others that will be 
noted further on, seem ample to the judgment 
of the writer to justify the conclusion that the 
red rice is a different species from that of the 
white. If this conclusion is correct, then the 
seeds of white rice will not produce red ones. 
This conclusion is directly at variance with the 
belief of most rice planters, who attribute the 
red seed to the effect of winter exposure of 
white st^ed. The belief seems to be almost 
unlveri^al in this State that when white rice 
seeds remain on the ground all winter and 
grow the following spring, the seeds from that 
plant will be red. Many planters account for 
all the red rice in this way. They also believe 
that when the grain is once developed red it 
will continue to produce red seeds in each 
succeeding generation. Others think an in- 
jury to the young plant will cause the seeds to 
develop red. Still others say that the tramp- 
ing of the ground will favor the development 
of red rice, and give as an evidence of it that 
there is more red rice in the corners of the 
squares and along the ditches than there is in 
the middle of the squares. It does frequently 
occur that red rice is more abundant near the 
ditches than in the middle of the plots, but 
this may in all probability be accounted for 
by the fact that the conditions near the ditch 
are more favorable for the development of a 
second crop after the planter has ceased to 
give it any attention. 

The red seeds that may, perchance, be with 
this second crop will be preserved over for 
another increased crop the following year, 
while most of the white seeds may perish. In 
this way the amount of red rice increases from 
year to year. 

To test the validity of the planters' theory 
for the origin of red rice, some experiments 
were made in 

Planting White Rice in the Fall of the 
Year. 

A quantity of white rice was carefully se- 
lected, the husk of each grain being cut enough 
to disclose the color of the grain inside. This 
was done to make sure that no red grain should 
be planted. The seeds were planted in the 
fall of the year in the plots carefully cared for 
during the winter. L^antings were made that 
were well covered with earth, some that were 
barely covered, and some that were simply cov- 
ered with straw. The following spring some 
plants came from these seeds that had remained 
on or in the soil all winter, but all of them 
bore white grains. Seeds that were placed in 
a cotton sack and hung in a tree in the garden 
all winter and planted the latter part of Feb- 
ruary produced white seeds. Seeds that were 
buried in bulk in the fall also produced white 
seeds. There was no evidence whatever ob- 
tained that the seeds would become red from 
the exposure of winter. 

Some experiments were also made in plant- 
ing red rice. Tae red seeds invariably pro- 
duced plants that bore red seeds. From this 
planting a greater per cent, of the seeds sur- 
vived the winter than was the case with the 
white, indicating that the red ripe is a hardier 
form than the white. If the red rice is a 
variation from the white, we would expect to 
find occasional if not f reijuent reversions to the 
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original stocic, but this does not seem to be the 
case. 

Some experiments were made to see to what 
extent the red rice would cross with the white, 
and vice versa. Without going into details of 
the work, suffice it to say that crossing talces 
place both ways. Frequently when the flower 
of the white rice is fertilized by the pollen 
from the red, the resulting grain is white on 
the mterior with a brown or red seed coat. 
When the red rice flower is fertilized by the 
pollen from the white, the result is generally 
a seed of lighter tint than would have been 
produced otherwise. These seeds were col- 
lected and planted to see to what extent they 
would revert to the parent forms. The results 
indicated that more of them would revert to 
the red parent form than to the white, thus 
indicating the greater slarength of the red rioe. 
Therefore from the crossing of the two the red 
rice would increase faster than the white. 

Field Observations. 

The rice fields have been studied during the 
different seasons of the year, and from these 
studies some of the most interesting data has 
been obtained, especially from the study of 
the conditions that obtain from the general 
harvest to the spring ploughing and planting. 
The popular idea that the red rice comes up 
very early in the spring is in accordance with 
the facts observed, and the cultivation just 
before sowing is productive of some good. 
But there are still grains of red rice in the 
ground that have not germinated, and some 
will not come up till quite late in the spring, 
after the white rice is rapidly growing. This is 
not only shown by direct experiment in tagging 
bunches of rice, but by the fact that one can 
go into the field almost at any period from the 
harvest to frost and find plants that are just 
maturing their first seed. It is to be noted 
that reference is made only to the stems from 
the original stooling, and the expression is not 
to be confounded with the second crop of seed 
from suckers or branches of the stems after 
the tops have been cut off. 

It is asserted by some planters that the seeds 
can remain in the soil for one or more years 
and then grow ; that it requires more than one 
year to exterminate the red rice by cultivation. 
This subject has not been satisfactorily dem- 
onstrated, however, and it is possible they are 
mistaken. Notwithstanding their earnest and 
honest protest that no plants were allowed to 
9eed, it is possible that some plants matured 
seed that escaped their observation. We liave 
not been able to keep any seeds all summer in 
a moist soil. They either germinate or decay 
when the warm weather has endured for a few 
months. But this is not the most important 
question, as we know it can soon be extermi- 
nated from a field by thorough cultivation. 
The most important question is to prevent re- 
seeding. After the crop is harvested, and there 
18 generally but one harvest a year, the stems 
that are cut often send out suckers or branches 
from the lower nodes, many of which will ma- 
ture seeds before winter. This mode of repro- 
duction takes place with the red rice as well as 
the white, but not to a greater extent, so there 
would be HO greater proportional increase in 
the number of seeds, but as the winter ap- 



proaches a remarkable difference in the pro- 
vision for the 

Winter Preservation of Seeds 

is exhibited. From long cultivation the white 
rice has largely lost its power of self-preser- 
vation, and a little warm weather, after the 
seed is matured, will cause a large per cent, of 
them to germinate if sufficient moisture is 
available. If they are on the ground, the fall 
rains with the warm days that generally come 
in November and the early part of December, 
cause the seeds to germinate, and then they 
are killed by the winter's cold. 

On the other hand, the red rice is depend- 
ent upon self-preservation for the continua- 
tion of its species, and under the same condi- 
tions as above stated hardly a grain can be 
found that shows any evidence that it has 
started to germinate. It is a law of nature that 
when a plant develops some character that 
makes it better suited to its surroundings, that 
character is apt to be maintained and devel- 
oped in the offspring of that plant, but if the 
character is of no service to the plant, it is 
likely to be lost. Again, if a character is 
once acquired, and the surroundings become 
changed so that that character is not brought 
into service for many generati jus, the charac- 
ter is apt to be lost. As the white rice is care- 
fully harvested and stored in a dry place over 
winter, it would have a tendency to lose the 
power that it once had, of resisting the ex- 
posure of winter, while the red rice would be in 
its normal condition of remaining over winter 
without protection. 

In the following spring, of the seeds that had 
remained on the field, a large per cent, of the 
red rice would grow and a small per cent, of 
the white rice would develop, and it is not 
hard to understand why the idea should be- 
come prevalent that all the seeds that develop 
were of the red variety, or that the white 
seeds had developed plants that bore red 
seeds. 

But the red rice seeds are not alone depend- 
ent upon their power to resist premature ger- 
mination or decay, but a more remarkable 
character is exhibited in preventing the seeds 
from being subjected to the moisture of the 
soil too soon. As will presently be explained, 
the red seeds are more apt than the white 
seeds to be preserved in a dry condition, and 
this character as much as' any other will ac- 
count for the greater increase in the number 
of seeds. 

The white stems generally decay at the 
nodes in the late fall or early winter, and the 
upper part of the stem becomes separated 
from the lower, and the heads of seeds fall 
prostrate to the ground. ITie stems of the red 
rice do not decay so readily at the nodes, but 
as the straw becomes over- ripe it weakens just 
above the first node below the head, or some- 
times in the second internode the head falls 
over and remains in a suspended position, 
possibly with only a few of the grains in actual 
contact with the ground. The head remains 
in this position, but many of the seeds becom/^ 
shattered off by the rain, by birds and by the 
wind, but many are preserved in this way in a 
dry state till all danger of fall germination is 



averted, even had they as strong a tendency to 
do so as the white seeds. 

In going over the fields in winter it is not a 
difficult matter to find the red rice owing to 
this tendency of the heads to remain suspended 
and attached, rendering them more conspic- 
uous. When these facts are taken into consid- 
eration, it is not difficult to understand why 
a larfi:e amount of red rice should be carried 
over winter in condition to grow the following 
spring and the consequent rapid increase each 
succeeding year. 

Again, some of the seeds that have not begun 
to grow at the spring ploughing would be 
covered to a considerable depth, and of these 
many may fail to grow, but some of them 
would slowly work their tiny stems to the top 
of the ground and it is probable that the late 
plants may be accounted for in this way. 

In visiting the fields from time to time after 
the harvest, one can find red rice in all stages 
of development. Most rice planter^ will state 
that the red rice matures a little in advance of 
the general crop of white rice. Tiiis may be 
true for some of the heads, but there are others 
that mature later, having escaped the reaper's 
blade because of their backwardness in devel- 
opment. These late plants will carry most of 
their seeds over winter and increase the 
amount of their stock the following year. 

Remedv Recommended. 

The following suggestions are made as pos- 
sible means of reducing the amount of red rice 
and of preventing its recurrence. Two things 
are to be accomplished : preventing red seeds 
from maturing in the field and preventing 
them from occurring in the seeds sown. Pos- 
sibly the most important question is to pre- 
vent a second crop of seeds from maturing 
after the general harvest. To this end it would 
possibly be a good plan to drain the lands as 
soon as possible after the harvest and plough 
the stubble under. If it is then too late to sow 
cow pease it may be sown a little later in 
some winter- growing crop, if the ditches are 
kept open and the land well drained. Some 
of the vetches, crimson clover, rape or any- 
thing that will give a good growth during the 
late fall and winter. Tnis crop may be past- 
ured when the land is dry enough not to be 
Injured, or the crop may be harvested and fed 
green, or it may be ploughed under the follow- 
ing spring. When this can not be done good may 
be accomplished by drying the land and plac- 
ing cattle and hogs on it to destroy the grain 
that remains on the stems or shattered on the 
ground. Hogs will pick up a great deal of 
the shattered rice. However, I do not know 
of any one who grows rii e and at the same 
time raises many hogs. Burning the stubble, 
a custom quite extensively practised, will pos- 
sibly destroy a good deal of red rice. Plough- 
ing In the early spring and cultivation just 
before sowing may destroy many red rice 
plants. 

If the land has once been entirely cleaned 
from the red rice by the cultivation of cane, 
corn or cotton, and absolutely clean seeds are 
sown each year, no further difficulty should be 
experienced. 

Careful attention should be given to raising 
rice seed for planting. If the seeds are pur- 
chased a guarantee should be demanded that 
the seeds are free from red rice. 

One can select a small quantity of seed from 
the field that he knows to be pure, plant these 
on a piece of ground that he knows is abso- 
lutely free from red rice and where no seeds 
can wash into it, and make this a beginning of 
a special crop for seed. Every year afterward 
he could sow a plot of land sufficiently large to 
furnish seed, and devote special attention to 
keeping it clean. 
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SUGAR. 

Open Kettle. 
Choice — «»~ — 

Strict Prime 

Prime. 



January 29. 



PuUyFair.. 
Good Fair.. 
Fall. 



Good Common .^.. 

Common »-.. 

Inlerior ^ — 

Centrifugal. 

Plant'n Granulated. 
Off Granulated — » 

Choice White 

Off White 



Grej White 

Choice Yellow....^ 
Prime Yellow ......^ 

GoodYellow . ^ 

Seconds ,^.^ 

MOLASSES. 

tipen Kettle. 

Fancj ..-....^.. — ^ 
Choice . 



Strict Prime.. 
Good Prime .. 
Prime. 



Good Fair 

Fair 

Good Common... 
Common ...^....._ 
lajeilcr ■ ■■>... 

Centrifiigal. 

Fancy. 



Choice 

Strict Prime. 
Good Prime .. 
Prime. 



Good Fair.. 
Fair. 



Good Common . 
Common — ...... 

Inferior . 

SYRUP. 



- (i - 

8X^3H 
3A^8A 
8 It 9^ 
8 ®9,\ 

2^4'@8 

- (a - 

- (fl4 
8a@3}| 
2X@8j4 



- @ 27 
25 26 
22 (St 23 

- Q 20 

- @ 18 

- (g 17 

- » 16 

- @ 16 

- @ U 

- « 12 



12 % 18 
10 9 11 

— (ff 8 

-a 7 
-a 7 

— @ 6 

— (i 6 

— « 6 

18^22 



January 81. 



February 1. 



3!<(S8H 
8X@8H 
8A@8.V 
8 (a3Ai 
8 @8^S 
2y@8 
2«@3 
2>i@2tJ 

- @ - 

4X(g4,^tf 

8;<®4.J» 

- @4 
8i4S8|i 
2X@8>i 



— @ 27 
25 @ 26 
22 @ 23 

— @ 20 

— @ 18 

— Idi 17 

— @ 16 

— « 15 
-« U 

— @ 12 



- « - 

13 (H 13 

10 @ 11 

— @ 9 

— @ 8 

-@ " 

- @ 



8X^8?^ 
8KS8H 

8 ^8,^ 

3 @8,^ 
2«@8 
2|i@8 
2>i^2{i 

-@ - 
4X@4A 

8?<94V(i 

- @4 

4 <i - 
2^Q8>^ 



— @ 27 
25 @ 26 
22 @ 23 

— @ 20 

— @ 18 

— @ 17 

— @ 16 

— @ 16 

— @ 14 

— @ 12 



12 « 

10 a 



18022 



18 

U 

9 

8 

-« 7 

-« I 

— ^ 6 

- (i 6 

- a 5 

18g22 



February 2. 



3Xfi8H 
8XS3H 

8iN,:S3A 

8 ®3iV 
8 (i3/rf 
21^08 
2^08 
2>^a2H 

-a - 

-©4 

4 a- 
^xas;^ 



— a 27 

25 a 26 
22 a 28 

— a 20 

— a 18 

— <» 17 

— a 16 

— a 16 

14 

12 



— a- 

12 a ^8 
10 a 11 

— a 9 
-a 8 
-a 7 
-a 7 

— a 8 

— a ft 

— a 6 



February 8. 



8xa8H 

8Xi8H 
8iVi|8A 
8 .i 8|V 
8 (S8A 
2KCC8 
2Jk((6 8 
2>^12|i 

- a - 
4xa4A 

4««4A 

8;<d4^ 

- a - 
* «*A 

«X88>i 



— a 27 

26 a 26 
22 a 28 

— a 20 

— « 18 

— a 17 

— a 16 

— 15 

— « 14 

— a 12 



12 a 18 



February 4. 



10 



-a 
-a- 



11 

9 
8 
7 
7 
6 
6 
5 



8Ma8H 
8Ai«8A 
8 «3A 
8 <i8iV 
2Kfl8 
23^«3 • 
2>i J2U 

- a - 

3Hd*i'« 
- (P4V< 

- ^*A 

81U4 
2XQ8>i 



- a 27 
26 a 26 
22 (3 28 

— a 20 

— a 18 

-- »l 17 

— a 16 

— a 15 

— a 14 

12 



Sams Day 
Last Year. 



Tons or IdARsn at 
CLosmo or Wm 



2fi[^42^ 
2^ -^ 



T 



2i4 



2Ma2^ 

2 ift2A 

81U8?< 
8^i - 

- a - 

8^a8iV 
-a - 

8A9- 
8Afl8H 
8A^8X 

2Xa8H 



Quiet 



- a 



12 a 18 

10 a 11 

- a 9 
-a 



-a 



18 
17 
15 
13 
12 
11 
10 
9 
8 



- a 10 

— a 9 



Very Strong. 



-a 

— la 

— a 6 

— et 6 

— @ 5 

— a 6 

-a * 

i5ai6 



Strong. 



Strong. 



OTHER MARKETS. 



Nsw YORKt 

SUGAR. 

Fair Refining, 89 .. 
Centrifugals, 96^..- 
Granulated ..........^^ 

Standard A.............. 

Cuba, 96% Ctf. 

MOLASSES. 

N. O. Choice ........ 

N. O. Fair 

Cnba, 50^ 

LoMiKnr: 

Jara, No. 15 D. S., 
A. ft G. Beet 



-a - 

- a - 

4.84a — 

4.72 j — 



- a - 
-a - 

- a - 

108. 7Md. 
98. l>^d. 



- a- 

4.84a — 

4.72a — 

- a- 



-a - 

lOi. 7>^d. 
98. l^d. 



4.84a - 
4.724 — 

- a - 



108. 7Xd. 
98. IHd. 



-a - 

^a - 

4.84a — 
4.72 J — 

-a - 



lOi. 7Xd. 
98. OXd. 



-a 
- a 

4.84a 

4.72a 
-a 



108. 7Kd. 
98. Od. 



-a 

- a 

4.84a 

4.72a 

- a 



-a - 

lOi. 7>^d. 
98. l>^d. 



- a 

8.983 
8.86a 



-a - 



lis. Od. 
98. Od. 



Firm. 



Quiet. 
Fiimer. 



NEW ORLEANS REFINED 



Cot Loaf 

Powdered 

Standard Granula'd 

Candy A 

Roeetta Ex. C 

G-yatal Extra C — 
Royal Ex. C. 

SYRUP 






- a - 



9BH 



- <d — 






96H 

asM 
(0 — 

a - 



-a - 



«5H 

a - 



a - 



asH 

a — 
a- 

a- 



S4.40 
04.40 
«8.97 

a8.86 
(8 — 



-a 



Strong. 



STOCKS. 

At four port8 of the United States to Jan. 26.. 

At four ports of Great Britain to Jan. 22„ 

At Havana and Matanzas to Jan. 26 . 



„Ton8 209.126 
_ « 108,000 
.... " 88,600 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING FEB. 4, 1898. 



Received.... 
Sold — 



Hhd8. 
612 
612 



-SVOAR- 



Barrels. 

14.280 

49,869 



MOLASSKS. 

Barrels. 
1,586 
1,686 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS 
1897, TO FEB. 4, 1898. 

/— Sugar- 

Hhds. 

Received 1 7,868 

Sold 17,868 

Received same time last year.... 26,068 



Barrels. 

1,169,052 
1,019,174 
1,087,846 



FROM SEPT. 

M0LAS8BS. 
Barrels 

165,S83 
165,889 
189,938 



Digitized by 



Google 



February 5, 1898.J 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTEK AND SUGAR MANUFACTUBER. 



95 



February 5. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898. 



RICE. 


Jan. 29. 


Jan. 81. 


Feb. 1. 


Feb 2. 1 Feb. 8. 

1 


Feb. 4. 


Sams Day 
Last Year. 


Tone or Market at Closing 
or Week. 


fiCoVOH, f bbl 

Clean, Fancy 

Choice 

Prime _ 

Good 

Fair 


1 60ii4 00 

BH®5U 
* (8*J4 

mm 

Nominal. 
2 @8K 
9 60@10 50 
16 00(9 


1 60@4 OO 
6 (a6}i 

* («4X 

8;<04 

8>i@8X 
Nominal. 

2 (i2i< 

9 6O3IO 60, 

16 00® ' 


1 6}@4 00 

6 @6% 
4X@«M 

8><@4 
8Vfl8>< 

Nominal. 
2 @2J< 

9 a0@10 60 
15 00® ' 


1 50 J 4 00 1 50^4 00 
5«(i65< B}i®BU 
6 (353^ 5 @5X 

4XO*^ ^%%^% 

3?fi@4 8H@4 
8X$?3^ 3^@8>< 

Nominal. Nominal. 
2 @2ji< 2 @2X 

9 50@10 50 9 50(gl0 50 
15 00® )15 00(3 


1 50@4 26 2 00^4 25 
5«^6|< 6|<@6 
6M0SH 5X^6^ 
4|<(05 4X<96 
♦^«*^ ♦X9*« 

4X(§4H * @4X 

8«@4 mnm 

8X(a8X - @ - 

Nominal. Nominal. 
- @ - 2 (32H 
9 60 a 10 03 9 00^10 00 
14 00/316 00 16 00(817 00 


Strong and Active. 
; Strong and Active. 


Ordinary .«. 

Common — 

Inferior 

No. 2 

Beak, V ton» ».. 

Polish, ^ ton 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING FEB. 4. 1898 



Received . 
Sold— 



Sacks Rough. 


Bbls. Clean. 


8.201 


6 


8,884 


3,218 



RECEIPTS AT NEW ORLEANS FROM AUQ. I. 1897, TO FEB. 
4, I8fi8 COMPARED WITH LAST TEAR, SAME TIME. 

Sacks Rough. Bbls. CLEA^ . 

Thli year '. ~ -...-. 898,026 8,047 

Last year -. 366,207 



4,821 



Sugar. 

The market shows no especial features. 
The receipts are comparatively li^ht, 
and sales are making to some extent 
from the accumulated stock. 



Molasses. 

Sound molasses is firm, fermenting 
not so much so ; (Centrifugal molasses is in 
good demand, at the low level of val- 
ues established. 



Rice. 

Rough and clean are both steady, with 
no change of moment. Receipts and 
sales are about equal, and the market 
without any especial feature. 



The New York Rice Market. 

The market at this point is anosually active; 
quite nine-tenths of the demand for the im- 
ported sorts. As previously noted, high grade 
Java is most largely called for and next in 
order comes the Bengal or Patna, which Is 
attracting more attention than for several 
years, and with lower forward prices consid- 
erable option business Is being transacted for 
February delivery. The special terms pre- 
scribed for deliveries are *' to be of new crop; 
equal in gra(|e to (choice) standard 1897.'' 
Japan is still in the race, but lags far behind 
other sorts, as prices thereon are relatively 
dearer, and little or no promise of any falling 
away during the current year. Advices from 
along the Atlantic coast note improved de- 
mand at easier prices. In New Orleans and 
ihroaghout the Southwest there is fair activity 
in ordinary to fair grades; extreme dullness 
on good to prime. Oat)les from abroad note 
generally active conditions with markets iirm; 
arriving cargoes disappointing, small per cent, 
when milled, turning out desirable In grain 
and color. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
48,665 barrels; s^le? 42,*2S§ barrels. Improved 



demand at slightly modified values. Best 
selections promptly taken up. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date: Receipts, rough (la- 
elusive of amount carried over) 442,615 sacks; 
last year, 520,980 sacks. Sales, cleaned (es- 
timated) 73,250 barrels; last year 86,550 bar- 
rels. Good Inquiry on low to fair grades: 
light call on higher sorts; market firm. 



Lehi, Utah. 



The directors of the sugar company, In their 
meeting on Tuesday, declared a dividend of 
5 per cent., to be paid In February. 

Manager T. W. Cutler, wife and daughter 
Edith left here on Wednesday evening over 
the D. & li. G. for Denver. Mr. Cutler's trip 
is in the Interest of the sugar factory. 

Articles of incorporation have been filed in 
the office of County Clerk Dunbar by the Mt. 
Nebo Beet Sugar and Land Company. The 
objects of the company are to appropriate, di- 
vert, Impound, use, buy, eell and lease water 
and water rights ; to conduct water upon lands 
for the reclamation and Irrigation thereof; to 
deal In land ; to construct and maintain reser- 
voirs, dams and canals ; to build and operate 
water, electrical and pneumatic power plants 
and distribution lines ; to erect and operate 
plants for the manufacture of sugar from sugar 
beets, and the sale of by-products resulting 
therefrom, and generally to do all thereto per- 
taining. The capital stock Is placed at $1,000,- 
000, and the officers are : W. H. Llewellyn, of 
New York, president; Dr. T. B. Beatty, vice 
president; W. S. McCornlck, treasurer; GUIS. 
Payton, secretary ; and these, with T. A. Si- 
mons, of Columbus, 0.; Grov. H. M. Wells 
and Judge John A. Street, constitute the board 
of directors. — Banner, Januai-y 25. 



Watsonville, California. 

Frank Tuttle and Jos. Albright are farming 
a tract of beet land near Spreckels. 

Contractors are boring wells at Spreckels. 
Their contracts call for forty-two wells. Water 
Is being found In good supply at from 120 to 
160 feet. 

The regular crew of workmen started to 
work »t the factory Monday morning. They 



have a lot of work ahead preparing for the 
next campaign. 

Claus Spreckels visited Gllroy last week and 
gave the Soap Lake section of Henry Miller's 
ranch careful inspection. He was favorably 
Impressed with the examination. Six boxes 
of soil were sent to San Francisco for test, and 
If reports prove favorable quite a section of 
that district may be added to Mr. Spreckels' 
landed interests. The beet showing made by 
that district last year was most satisfactory. 

The city dallies announce that an English 
company has secured 150,000 acres for beets In 
Colusa, Tehama and other northern counties, 
and that the land Is to be planted to beets this 
spring. The company is to have three l>eet 
factories. As the factories are on paper, and 
not a lick of work done even on foundations, 
there is no probability that one acre of the 
150,000 win be planted this year, or perhaps 
any other year, by this *' English company.'' 
This proposition has not yet taken such form 
as to be entitled to any fair consideration from 
press or public. It has the appearance of a 
share-selling proposition. 

It has been widely published that tae 
Crockett factory was to pay $4.50 per ton for 
beets— and so it will for beets averaging 17 per 
cent, of saccharine. Recently an agent of the 
factory visited Suisun and sought contracts. A 
meeting of farmers was held, and from the 
Suisin Republican we take the following ex- 
tract, which shows that the Crockett contract 
Is not such a good thing as It has been repre- 
sented to be : 

'* Mr. Raef explained fully the liberal terms 
which the company would extend to encour- 
age farmers to plant sugar beets. For beets 
testing 15 per cent, of sugar, $4 per ton net 
would be paid; and for every full degree above 
15 per cent., 25 cents per ton additional; that 
is, for 16 per cent, sugar, $4.25 per ton ; 17 
percent., $4.60; 18 per cent., $4.75; and 19 
per cent., $5. For every full degree below 16 
per cent., 25 cents per ton less; that is, for 14 
percent, sugar, ^.75 per ton; 13 per cent., 
$3.50; and I2 per cent. $3.25. Beets testing 
less than 10 per cent, would not be accepte<i. 
Or he would contract for beets at $3,60 per ton 
irrespective of the per cent. 0* sugar they 
contained, and would accept them of any size. 
These prices are net for beets delivered at the 
nearest railroad station or boat landing, the 
company paying the freigiiti tQ. th,^ fpsCtpr^.;' 
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WANTS. 



We wlU publish in this colamn, fr«e of chmrge nntil 
fofther notice, the applications of ell manai^en, orer- 
•••n, englneefs and sugar makers, and others who may 
•M Making positions in the countrr. and also the wants 
of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

-\irANT£D— A SUGAR HOUSE AND RBFINBRY 
V^ chief engineer woald like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address SXPBRT, 
this office. a-5 98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
on a plantation; hss had many years' experience; 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, 
Cbartres street. 

TO-ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^^ can furnish good references. Address \VM. 
BBRGBR, 1815 St. A nloine street. 



L'ES, 34133 
s-S-gd 



WANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions ^tor coming campaign ; the best 
of references on spplication. Address " CKxSTALS." 
care Planter. 2-5-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years' experience: can fur- 
nuh references. Address WALTER DAILY, 26ao 
Dauphine street. 3-3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six yesrs* 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louita 
street. a-3-98 

ANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER" 
tor 1898, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 
a-3-98 

\TTANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
VV in the country ; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. I-38-98 

ANTED— ▲ POSITIO>i AS SUGAR MAKER 
and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good reter- 
t. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 

■ '- H-gS 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La^ 13498 



w 



W ANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant mansger on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magssine street. New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
fi^ardener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 1938 bt Louis street, city. 
1-31-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can tumish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. 1 -20-98 

'IX/'ANTED-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
"^ man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN ^ROS.. Eola 
La. 1-20-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks Knelith and French; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX, P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17 98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years* ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation woric ; bett of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 824 First 
street. New Orleans. i- 15-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS OHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; has had five vears' experience as both; 
best of references furnished. Address A., care this 
office. . 1-17-08 



ANTED- A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 

T V sistant engineer; has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 



W 



O. W , 844 Baronne street, city. 



I -18 98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^^ has had seven years' experience; can furnish eood 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street. 1 1S98 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1808; 
Ai references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-98 

ANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good refsrences. Adoress 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. 1-11-98 



W 



ANTED- A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
. . good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 
1-11-98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS BNGINEER. 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years' 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
BNGINEER 3030, this office. i-ii^ 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DB8IRES| TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist In the Uuh 
Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 433, Logan, 
uuh. 1-11-98 



W ANTED-A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Franklin street, city. 1 • 13-98. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erectf repair or operate machinery on sugar or 
rice plantation ; satisfaction guaranteed. Address W. 
C< B., 537 Henry Clsy avenue. New Orleans. 1 -5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
1898, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3-08 



TlirANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
'^ boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 

13-31-97 



WANTED- POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sogar plantation for iS^, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfnlly; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly temperate: 
best references furnished. Address ** OVERSEER,'* 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon - 
vllle. La. 13-30-97 

WANTED- A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for li^; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma, La. 13-30-97 

rrr ANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
W Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 
references on hand. Address A« B., 618 St. Louis street, 
city. 13-38-97 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 

. . an experienced, energetic and sober youngblan- 

ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 



W 



Whitecastle, La. 



13-38-97 



WANTED- ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
*^ ber young man wants position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt-edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
i93<> Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. 13-38 07 



T^lfANTED- FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
*^ as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address \V. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque- 
mine. La. 13-33 97* 

WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans, La. 

13-33-97 

T;ir ANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
*^ sober young man wants position as manager of 
itmall store on plantation ; salary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1938 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. 13-17-97 



ANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 

sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
one experience, and can furnish good references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatar street, New Orleans. 



W 



TTTANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
YV married, age 40, active and sober, can be had for 
1S98. ^t living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, Lai 
12-16.97 



TtTANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
^ * manager on |i sugar plantation ; can furnish recom- 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and Itapides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office. 13-16-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 



W-ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 

'^ manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address E. C MARSHALL, Cheneyyille, La. 
!»:7-97. 



WANTED— By a young lady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; highest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z, care Plantbr. "-J-?? 



WANTED— A position ss manager on a sngar 
plantation for 1898, by a practical cultivator of 
large experience, who can furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of Tke Chi*/, DonaldsonviUe, La. 

is-3-97 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper ; also position for 1898 00 
Clantation, as manager or assistant or time and book- 
eeper; experienced, andean give good refererce. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. ia-«-97 

ANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MANr 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
itands his bueiness. Address HUSTLER, 1100 Dante 
street. New Orleans, La. 13-8-97 



W 



ANTED— A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, 34 

. . years of age, desires a position in a sugar honae 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic in France and in the most important sngar 
houses in Cuba. Address M. N., this office. 10-33 97. 



^^, ANTED-A POSITION ON A PLANTATION 

W as centrifugal man. by a first-class sngar drier. 
Address H. A. wHALBY.care of Wm. Johmon. 7000 
Magazine street. New Orleans. 9-3S-97 



W 



WANTED— HOSTLER FOR MEDWAY PLAN' 
tation. Bayou Sal^, St. Mary parish. Apply with 
reference to D. J. KER, North Bend PlanUtion, Foster 
P. P., La. ____^ 

rTTANTED— A POSITION; A HANDYMAN ON 

Vy « plantation ; can furnish recommendntion. Ad- 
dress WM. J. TONGLET, 413 Royal street. New Or- 
leans, La. 11-8-97 

ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR WEIGHER 
or clerk or fireman: can fill any with compe- 
tency. Address A.J. CASTIN, 1539 Mandeville street, 
city. zo-ao-97. 

ANTED -YOUNG MAN OF 36, SOBER AND 

industrious, wants a position as assistant sugar 
boiler or chemist of some sugar factory or estate in CuDa» 
Hawaii or Mexico ; have had fourteen years of practical 
experience in manufacture of sugar. Address SUGAR, 
Waggaman P. O., Jetferson Parish, La. i>*7-97 



fTTANTED— BY A RELIABLE MAN OF EXPS- 
YV rience, a position as sugar maker; well op in the 
management of central factories. Address SUGAR- 
MAKER, No. 1716 Baronne street. New Orleans. 
10-14 97 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER 
V V by a competent man, who can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address ALPHON8E CARRILLOUX, Deten- 
tion Camp, Waggaman, La. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ASUGARMAKER> 
willing to do his own polarization; has had 
eighteen years' experience; can furnish reference. Ad- 
dress ALFKED ROUSSEAU, this office. 11 4-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIBR^ 
has had eighteen years' experience; can furnish 
food reference. Address M. MONTEGUDO, 437* 
^nghien street, city. 30 10-97. 



TTITANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER AND 

'^ millwright: understand putting up shafting and 
setting up machinery; twenty years' experience. Ad- 
dress GEORGE HINMAN, Franklin and Josephine 
streets. New Orleans, La. 11-1-97 

ANTKD— BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS' 

experience in sugar manufacture and refining, a 
position in Louisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries and factories ; can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Address H. S. R., Box 
13S6, New Orleans, La. 1 1-9-97 

ANTED— TWO COMPETENT D O U B lTb 
effect men. Apply 318 Canal street, city. 
'yo.30-07 

VITA.^ TED — POSITION AS STENOGRAPHER 
'" and typewriter, by a competent voung lady; excel- 
lent references. Address STENOGRAPHER, care 
M. R. Powers, 704 Oommon stieet. New Orleans. 11 -6^ 



W 



WANTED-BEET SUGAR ENGINEER, HAVING 
had large practice In designinr beet sugar houses, 
and with experience in erecting and running, would like 
to coneect with some new company or manufacturer of 
sugar machinery; best of reference<i and satisfaction 
assured. Address SUITABLE, care Louisiana Plan 

TER. II-3-97 



WANTED — A COMPETENT AND EXPERI- 
enced machinist and sugar plantation engineer 
wishes to [engage by the year with good people at a 
smsll salary; references good; habits strictly sober ;^ 
time to b^n January 1, 189S, or to suit agreement. Ad- 
dress P. H. E., Engineer, 734 Dublin street, CarroUton, 
La« "'T-^? 



WANTED— A MAN WITH PERFECT Ac- 
quaintance with the Spanish language, both in 
speaking and writing, and some knowledge in book- 
keeping, to take responsible office position on sngar 
estate Tn Mexico ; must have unexceptional references 
and be willing to besin on a small salary; a good op« 
portunity ana first-class position to satisfactory person. 
Address, with age, nationality, and other details, B. F. 
JOHNSTON, 835 Warren avenue, Chicago, III. 
11-10-97 
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McCall Brothers. 
McCall A Legendre, 
Leon Oodchauz, 
Junes Teller, 
B. Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W» C. Stubbs, 
John Dypond, 
Daniel Thompion, 
Poos A Bamett, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth Jr., 
BdwardJ.Oay, 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
Badle Rest, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt a Ziegler, 
T.O.McLaury, 
L. S. Clark, 
Ji B. Levert, 
Simpson Homor, 
W, B. Bloomfield, 

iW.W.Sutcli£fe, 
ohn S.Moore, 
tttes C. Murphy, 
os.Webre, 



5TOCICHOLDBRS. 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L.A. BUis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ. Behan, 
J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Bdwards A Haubtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
M H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E.AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish I ohnson, 
George r. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob, 



BZBCvnvB committbb: 



, . Henry McCall. 

Loden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

X>. n, Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



The Reciprocity Treaties. 

Through the well-informed Washing- 
ton correspondent of the New York 
Journal of Commerce, we learn that the 
matter of reciprocity treaties is being 
earnestly prosecuted by those interested. 
It seems that the German ambassador 
has had several interviews with Minister 
Kasson, the special representative of 
the United States, in the matter of re- 
ciprocity, but no formal understanding 
has yet been had. 

In a like manner the negotiations with 
France have been delayed somewhat, 
although the French consul general at 
New York has been in Washington sev- 
eral times to aid in the consideration of 
the subject matter. Germany and Aus- 
tria seem to be very willing to carry on 
these negotiations, but of course the 
final adjustment will be largely depend- 
ent upon their willingness to abandon 
their present bounty system. Nego- 
tiations have been going on with Spain 
in regard to Cuba, but these are largely 
dependent upon the pacification of the 
island. It is understood that the present 
ministry have not withdrawn the proposi- 
tions that were made by the last min- 
istry in regard to giving Cuba the con- 
trol and initiative in her own tariff, 
reserving, however, certain rights to the 
home government. 

It is found that the foreign banking 
houses and transportation companies res- 
ident in South America and connected 
with Europe are much opposed to the pro- 
posed reciprocity treaties with the 
United States, fearing as they do an in- 
flux of American goods and American 
business that would interfere with their 
own prosperity. 

A notable feature in this whole mat- 
ter is that the proposed reciprocity 
treaties are with sugar producing coun- 
tries, and sugar seems to be the only 
article with which our government is 
offering to secure reciprocal relations. 
No proposition is made to introduce 
English, French or German cottons, 



woolens or silks free of duty, or at a re- 
duced duty, for the purpose of obtaining 
facilities for the increased exports of 
our own steel rails, or pig iron. Sugar 
is the one victim that is to be sacrificed 
for the good of the common countr>\ 
We have been congratulating ourselves 
upon the relief that the Dingley bill has 
given us as compared with the crushing 
effects of the Wilson bill that iso nearly 
annihilated our industry in 1894-95. If 
the reciprocity feature of the Dingley bill 
goes into effect there will be a diminu- 
tion in our sugar duties of 30 per cent.^ 
equal to a half cent per pound, and it 
becomes every friend of the American 
sugar industry to resist as far as possi- 
ble the making of any of these so-called 
reciprocity treaties. 



A Pure Food Congress. 

A call has been made for a national 
pure food and drug congress to meet in 
Washington, D. C, at the National 
Hotel, Wednesday, March 2, 1898. The 
committee calling this congress is com- 
posed of the leading representatives of 
the various business interests entitled to 
representation and includes a number of 
gentlemen prominent in the District of 
Columbia, among whom we note the 
name of Hon. Beriah Wilkins, the 
editor of the Washington Post, The 
governors of each State and territory 
are requested to appoint ten delegates, 
distributed as follows: Agriculturists^ 
four; pharmacists, two; wholesale 
grocers, one ; retail grocers, one ; food 
manufacturers, one ; proprietary manu- 
facturers, one. The National Department 
Agriculture is requested to participate 
through the Secretary of Agriculture, 
with five delegates to be appointed by 
him. The invitation goes also to the 
Internal Revenue Department, to the 
various boards of health and trade and 
of commerce of the leading cities of the 
Union, and the various agricultural 
organizations of the various States ; to 
the scientists and medical associations f 
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trade organizations, etc. Hotel i*ates 
have been secured at $2 per day at the 
National and $2.50 at the Metropolitan, 
and all communications are requested to 
be addressed to the secretary, Parlor 11, 
National Hotel, Washington, D.C. Mr. 
Alex. J. Wedderburn is the secretary of 
the committee. 

The vast amount of adulteration now 
current in this country, and especially 
the use of glucose for adulterating cane 
syrups and molasses, of course, con- 
cerns us very largely in Louisiana. If 
these adulterants were sold for what 
they truly are, there could then be no 
x^harge of misrepresentation against 
those who effect such sales. We all 
know, however, that the use of the 
adulterants is concealed as far as possi- 
ble, and only becomes known to those 
who are experts in the various busi- 
nesses in which the adulterants are used. 

Very severe laws for the purpose of 
losaintaining the purity of food stuffs 
have prevailed in England for many 
years, and it is certainly time that some 
action should be taken in the United 
States in the same direction. As State 
laws are ineffective, it becomes neces- 
sary to have national laws controlling 
the matter, if we are to hope for any 
relief in this direction. 



The Beet Sugar Problem in Colo- 
rado. 

Prof. W. W. Cooke, of the State Ag- 
ricultural College, Port Adams, Colo- 
rado, in a recent article in the Irrigation 
Jteview, discusses the above subject. 
•The professor says that considerable in- 
terest in this industry is now manifest- 
ing itself in Colorado, and there seems 
little doubt that Colorado can raise sugar 
beets successfully, producing her own 
sugars instead of sending away a mill- 
ion and a half of dollars to buy sugar, 
as they do now. He holds that a fac- 
tory should have at least one-half its 
beets accessible by ordinary wagon haul- 
ing, the expense of rail transit, in his 
opinion, being too .considerable to de- 
pend upon entirely. 

We have long thought that Colorado 
was an ideal State for the development 
of the beet sugar industry. The expe- 
riences of several years at Lehi, Utah, 
ought to confirm our Colorado friends in 
this. Where the beets can be produced 
by irrigation, the control of their sucrose 
content is far more certain than in the 



rainy regions, where an excess of 
rainfall frequently leads to the produc- 
tion of inferior beets. We had hoped 
to have learned ere this of a sugar beet 
factory in Colorado, and believe now 
that the good people of that State are 
losing time in not devoting themselves 
more actively to this industry. While 
on a visit to that State some ten years 
ago the editor of this journal endeavored 
to impress it upon his friends there that 
the Colorado conditions are ideal for 
sugar beet production, and learned then 
that the matter had been under consid- 
eration for some ten years previously, 
but that no definite action had been 
taken. Since that time the industry 
has been successfully developed at Lehi, 
Utah, in thearid regions and enormously 
increased in California, where the rain- 
fall is very limited. 

Colorado is already noted for her pro- 
duction of potatoes in the vicinity of 
Greeley, where it was at one time thought 
that potatoes could not be produced ; 
they are now producing as high as 500 
bushels per acre and of very fine qucdity. 
When they once get into sugar beets 
they will doubtless rise to similar success 
in their production. 



Industrial Schools. 

The grand work done by the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, where 
some 1100 or 1200 students are con- 
stantly at work and engaged largely in 
the study of the textile producing in- 
dustries, is leading to similar schools 
elsewhere. Governor Dyer, of Rhode 
Island, has recently been urging upon 
the General Assembly of his State the 
organization of a textile school. He 
discusses the importance of technical 
education and the necessity for bringing 
the American artisan up to the highest 
standard of excellence in order that he 
may maintain that precedence over his 
foreign competitors that he now pos- 
sesses by his knowledge of the use of 
modern machinery. 

In Louisiana we have felt the need of 
technical education in the sugar industry 
and the organization of our Sugar Experi- 
ment Station, of our Sugar School and 
of The Louisiana Planter, our sugar 
newspaper, have given a wonderful im- 
petus to the sugar industry in this State, 
so that really we have become the leaders 
of the world in the production of cane 
sugar so far as the technique of the in- 



dustry is concerned. The development 
of the industry along scientific lines in 
this State has been a continual surprise 
to its most sanguine friends, and our 
only hope is that our leadership may 
continue indefinitely and not be crushed 
by our undue sympathy for the Cubans, 
and doubtful reciprocity treaties, or by 
the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands 
with half a hundred sugar houses and 
tens of thousands of colored people. 
The Cubans and the Hawaiians have 
doubtless many merits, but we should 
prefer them both as separate autonomies, 
without their bringing into our Union 
their relatively immense population 
composed chiefly of the inferior races. 

Sugar Beet Growing in Nebraska. 

The United States Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station at Lincoln, Neb., is 
still devoting itself to the development 
of beet culture in that State, and in its 
eleventh annual report, recently pub- 
lished. Director MeLean says that they 
are giving a large amount of time to this 
matter, especially in the way of the dis- 
tribution of beet seed, printed iustmc- 
tions and other incidental information. 
On April 5, last year, some 500 pounds 
of beet seed were received from the Ox- 
nard Company, of Norfolk, which was 
distributed among 433 persons in the 
State, with printed instructions concern- 
ing the planting and culture of the beets. 
A large number of these responded to 
the director's request for samples, or re- 
ports, and the general results were com- 
paratively satisfactory. 

The results of analyses show an aver- 
age of 12.34 per cent, of sugar in the 
juice, with a purity of 75 per cent. The 
highest sucrose content was 16.8 and the 
lowest 4.67 per cent. 



The Crop Situation. 

During the past week some wet but a 
preponderance of dry weather has pre- 
vailed throughout the sugar district. 
The conditions have been sufficiently 
favorable to allow active prosecution of 
field work and cane planting has been 
vigorously pushed. 

Although there are fugitive rumors of 
rotting seed heard in various localities 
there does not seem to be any good 
foundation for them, and the seed cane 
is as a rule turning out to be in very good 
condition- The wors* that can be said 
of it is that the climatic conditions have 
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been such as to cause it to sprout some. 
At this writing a rain is falling which is 
doubtless general over the sugar par- 
ishes, and will cause a vexatious inter- 
ruption to the anxious planters who are 
in a hurry to catch up with their work. 

The Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

The February meeting of this associa- 
tion was held last Thursday evening, at 
its rooms on Carondelet street. President 
Emile Host was in the chair, Secretary 
Dykers at his post, and there was a very 
good attendance, among those present 
being Messrs. Walter A. O'Neill, L. M. 
Soniat, John S. McDonald, B. C. Le 
Blanc, G. G. Zenor, John Dymond, 
James Mallon, J. W. Bodley, C. R. 
Churchill, H. G. Morgan, Jr., George 
Sarpy, J. P. Kemper and R. J. McQuis- 
ton. 

On motion the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting was dispensed 
with. There being no new business and 
no communications on the secretary's 
desk, the regular topic of the evening, 
** Handling Cane at the Carrier,'* was 
at once taken up. A number of inter- 
esting papers on this subject had been 
prepared and were read to the meeting, 
the first being presented by Mr, B. C. 
LeBlanCy of the firm of LeBlanc & 
Nadler, followed in the order named by 
Messrs. J. W. Bodley, R. J. McQuiston, 
J. P. Kemper and C. Robert Churchill. 
All the papera were highly interesting 
and instructive, and on motion the au- 
thors of the various papers were ten- 
dered the thanks of the association for 
the same, and the papers were ordered 
to be published with the proceedings, 
and appear in full in this issue. 

An extended discussion then ensued 
relative to the numerous points covered 
by the papers, which was participated in 
by Messrs. LeBlanc , Churchill, Zenor, 
Cooper, Mallon, Bodley, Judge Rost, 
O'Neill, Kemper, Dickinson and others, 
a full stenographic report of which will 
be found in the next issue of 
The Planter. At the termination of the 
discussion Mr. Dymond stated that Col. 
C. Harrison Parker, who had been 
appointed vice president for Louisiana 
of the Omaha Exposition, to be held in 
that city next June, was present and de- 
sired to say a few words to the meeting, 
and to urge on them the importance of 
making a good exhibit of the sugar in- 



dustry of the State. Colonel Parker 
made a short address asking the co- 
operation of the association in his 
efforts to have the great sugar district 
of Louisiana creditably represented at 
Omaha, and, on motion of Hon. Walter 
A, O'Neill, it was decided that a -com- 
mittee, the number and personnel to be 
left to. the president, be appointed to 
take the matter in hand and insure a 
fine display. 

The selection of a topic for discussion 
at the next meeting being then in order 
Mr. Dymond suggesting '* The Shaving 
of Stubble," which was adopted. 

The president called attention to the 
fact that the next meeting was the an- 
nual meeting at which the election of 
officers to serve during the ensuing 
year would be held, and expressed the 
hope that there would be a large attend- 
ance. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



Sugar in Mexico. 

In the ^OYemher Bulletin of the Bureau 
of American Republics, Mr. R. H. Van- 
nah, a well-known Louisiana sugar en- 
gineer, then in Mexico, is quoted as 
stating that a iirst-class, modern sugar 
house plant, capable of handling 50,000 
to 75,000 tons of sugar cane per season, 
could be set up in Mexico for $100,000 — 
American currency ; that 50 tons of cane 
per acre can readily be grown; that 
with improved machinery and processes 
the cane will yield 180 pounds of sugar 
per ton ; that the expense of cultivation, 
cutting and delivering cane at the mill 
may be safely placed at $3 per ton. 

Mr. Vannah gives, also, an estimate 
of the monthly expenditures incident to 
manufacturing sugar from the cane 
from 1000 acres of land, the days being 
estimated at 24 hours each, and the 
wages payable in Mexican currency. 
His estimate is as follows : 

Cane sheds, two shifts of four men 

each $144 00 

Cane mill, two shifts of two men 
each, grinding 500 tons of cane 

dally 72 00 

Bagasse ovens, two men 36 00 

Boilers, two men to handle 36 00 

One chief engineer and two assist- 
ants 720 00 

Clarifying, two shifts of two men 

each 72 00 

Double effect, two men 36 00 

Sugar maker, at rate of 50 cents per 
1000 pounds of sugar made, and 
500 tons of cane daily treated, at 

180 pounds per ton of sugar 1,376 00 

Two assistants to sugar maker 100 00 

Filter presses, two shifts of two men 
each 73 00 



Firemen, two shifts of two each 72 00 

Tank men, two shifts of two men 

each 72 00 

Centrifugal, four men, at $50 per 

month each 200 00 

Assistants, two men, at $40 per 

month each 80 00 

Stevedores, two shifts of four men 

each 144 00 

Sugar weighers, two men, at $30 per 

month each 60 00 

Cane weighers, two men, at $30 per 

month each 60 00 

Electric light, one man 30 00 

Book-keeper 125 00 

Assistant book-keeper 50 00 

Foremen, two cane-yard foremen .. 80 00 
Boarding of 15 employees, at $22.50 

each ^ 377 50 

Chief cook, per month 60 00 

Assistants, two men 60 00 

Fuel, petroleum, incidentals, etc., 

per month 550 00 

27,000 barrels monthly, at 75 cents 

each 20,250 00 

Total ., $24,863 50 

The sugar manufacturing season is 
about three months, or, speaking liter- 
ally, one hundred days; this would 
make the total expense of the crop $83,- 
018.34. To be added to this total 
expense of manufacture is the cost of 
cultivation and delivery at the mill, cal- 
culated by Mr. Vannah at $150,000, 
making the entire expense upon a crop of 
1000 acres, $233,018.34. He calculates 
the product from the above 1000 acres 
at 9,000,000 pounds; at a minimum 
price of 6 cents per pound this would 
bring $540,000, or a net profit on the 
crop of $306,981.66, showing the enor- 
mous profit to be realized from the pro- 
duction of sugar in Mexico. In addition 
to the above profit, he calculates that 
there should be realized from the sale of 
aguardiente about $66,000 per annum. 
Mr. Vannah estimates the total cost of 
cultivation, manufacture, and packing 
of sugar to be about 2}i cents per pound 
in Mexican silver. 



Mr. J. P. Kearney, of the lower coast, was a 
recent visitor to the city, and put up at the 
Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

Mr. R. R. Cocke, of St. Mary parish, and 
Mrs. Cocke were in the city on a visit during 
the past fortnight. 

Mr. M. Bagley, a prominent planter of Ram- 
sey, La., accompanied by Mrs. Bagley, came 
up to the city last Sunday and registered at 
the Commercial Hotel. 

Mr. Arthur Tarby, a valued attache of Calu- 
met plantation, on Bayou Teche, came up to 
the city during the past week and registered at 
the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. C. S. Matthews, of Raceland, was in the 
city on a visit last Monday. Mr. Matthews 
registered at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of Belle Grove planta- 
tion, in the sweet parish of Iberville, was a 
guest of the St. Charles Hotel last Monday. - 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 

Ascension. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: We had another 
dash of rain at the beginning of the week, but 
with that exception the weather has been good 
and the earth has dried sufficiently to permit 
the general resumption of cane planting on 
the plantations of this parish and section. The 
signs at this writing indicate more rain, how- 
ever, and there may be a good bit of trouble 
yet in store for those who have much of their 
seed still unplanted. 

Fugitive reports have obtained some circu- 
lation that rotting seed is giving trouble and 
uneasiness in some localities, but no well- 
authenticated instance of such a condition of 
affairs has come to the knowledge of your cor- 
respondent. All the planters and field mar- 
shals whose opinions and evidence I have 
sought concur in the statement that their seed 
is sound and good, the only drawback some- 
times apparent being a disposition of the plant 
to sprout. Capt. John T. Nolan, with whom 
I conversed on Tuesday, declares that he has 
never seen seed on St. Elizabeth plantation to 
equal that which is now being planted there. 
With a continuance of dry weather planting 
will be finished at St. Elizabeth next week. 

By the way, a painful rumor has been heard 
to-day to the effect that Captain Nolan was 
taken suddenly ill and that one of our leading 
physicians was hastily summoned to his relief. 
The captain has been in indifferent health for 
some time past, hence the report has created 
much uneasiness among his many friends. 
The general hope will be that he may speedily 
rally and completely recover his former vigor- 
ous health. 

No little disappointment has been occasioned 
among the well wishers and admirers of Hon. 
Wm. Porcher Miles and his estimable family— 
and the number of these is legion — because of 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the State 
reversing the ruling of District Judge Guion 
on the preliminary issue of no cause of action 
in the suit entitled ^^ Mrs. Margaret Cox el ale. 
vs. Mrs. Nannie Von. Ahlefeldt et ale,'''' Judge 
Guion sustained the- motion of no cause of 
action as filed and maintained on behalf of the 
defendants, but the higher tribunal took a con- 
trary view of the matter, overruled the con- 
tention of the defence and remanded the case 
to the district court for trial upon merits. 
It is the confident hope and belief of the 
counsel and friends of the defendants that the 
final outcome of the litigation will completely 
vindicate their title to the fine property which 
has been so greatly improved under their man- 
agement. 

• Much local interest is centring in the fair to 
be held at Burnside on Saturday for the benefit 
of the pretty Episcopal Chapel in course of 
completion there, under the patronage and di- 
rection of the Miles family and their neighbors 
and employees. The entertainment promises 
to be more than ordinarily attractive, and one 
of its leading features will be a shoot under 
the auspices of the Burnside Gun Club. Half 
a dozen clay bird events are on the programme, 
but the principal event, as described by Dr. 
Miles, is to be "a dinner event,'' at which 



some of the poorest trap shooters in the club 
are being backed to do big execution. 

The uneasiness felt in some sections concern- 
ing the rising river and the consequent Inter- 
ference with levee work has not been apparent 
in this vicinity. Thanks to the vigilance and 
energy of our levee boards the embankments 
that protect Ascension from inundation are 
seemingly in excellent condition, and, so far as 
I am informed, there has been no stoppage •f 
work hereby reason of the rising of the. waters. 
The river Is almost stationary now, and In all 
probability the crest of the flood had about 
reached us. The town of Donaldsonville is 
particularly well situated as to levees, both the 
river embankments bordering the town having 
been greatly enlarged and strengthened. A 
substantial fascine of planking is being placed 
along the water side of the river levee which 
will do much to protect the big embankment 
from wave wash. 

Elections are to be held in the seventh and 
eighth wards of this parish on the 26th of Feb- 
ruary, to settle the question : '- Shall a five- 
barb wire fence be deemed a legal fence, and 
it be unlawful for hogs^ goats, sheep, geese, 
etc., to be allowed to roam at large in said 
wards? " The sentiment in favor of roaming 
hogs was formerly very strong in that part of 
the parish which is commonly known as the 
New River section, but as the vacant lands 
have been taken up by settlers and transformed 
from ** public lands " into legal homesteads, 
the feeling toward the wandering rooter has 
gradually undergone a corresponding change, 
until now It is looked upon as a foregone con- 
clusion that the popular voice of both wards 
will be expressed very emphatically In favor 
of hog owners being required to fence in their 
live pork instead of compelling all their neigh- 
bors to fence out the useful yet troublesome 
and destructive beasts. 

The work of drying out second sugars has 
been In vogue at a number of Ascension fac- 
tories, and the results obtained, as a rule, have 
been very good, more than meeting earlier 
estimates. Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[Special Oorrespondenoe.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather 
during the past week has been, barring a few 
showers in some localities, favorable, and the 
work of cane planting goes briskly on. So 
great is the rush that some planters have their 
meals sent to the fields, so as to lose no time, 
nor let any one else lose any while the good 
weather lasts. Some lands are being succes- 
sloned with cane, but the consensus of opinion 
among planters is against this practice, and 
we notice the most successful do not do it. 
Other lands heretofore planted in cotton are 
being put in cane, and there Is no doubt about 
there being a fair reduction in the cotton 
acreage in this parish. 

We have reports from the east bank of the 
river, the lower end of the parish, the Bayou 
Jacob section and from Bayou Plaquemlne, 
and all say that the seed is good— better than 
was expected. 

Mr. Charles S. Burns, of Clnclare, the genial 
agent of Mr. Harry L. Laws, was at Plaque- 



mlne this week and closed several contracts for 
the purchase of cane, and others for advances, 
a great desideratum for many who have not 
the means to put their sugar houses In flnt* 
class order. Mr. Bums reports the prospects 
good for the approaching season, and that Cln- 
clare will get a larger quantity of cane nearer 
home this year than formerly. 

Mr. Edwin H. Comeaux has taken charge 
of the field at Reliance, the fine property of 
Mr. Louis Lozano. 

Mr. Charles A. Lobdell, of Bayou Goali, 
has rented the tract of land belonging to bU 
sister. Miss Louisa S. Lobdell, and several 
tracts adjoining, opposite Bayou Goala, and 
will plant them in rice. Mr. Lobdell is a man 
of energy and good judgment, and his venture 
will undoubtedly prove a success. 

We have to record another large sale of 
plantation property, which was concluded laBt 
Wednesday, by which Mr. Louis Danes, of 
Ascension, acquired the half interest of Mr. 
Joseph A. Grace in the Milly plantation and 
store. Th 3 consideration was $25,000, and Ifl 
but another evidence that there is confidence 
In sugar. The new firm will be LeBlanc4 
Danos, and for energy and determination they 
can not be excelled. 

The heirs of the late Daniel Levy have sold 
their little plantation at the upper end of the 
parish, adjoining the Australia, to Messrs. 
Emlle and Victor M. Lefebvre, who have an- 
nexed it to Australia. Several other sales are 
negotiating, but of these more anon. 

Mr. Thomas. E. Matthews, of Kosedale, is 
advertising hU Trinity plantation, on Bayou 
Gross Tete, for sale. There is not a finer loca- 
tion in this State for a central factory, and the 
quantity of land to be planted in cane on the 
place this year would supply seed sufliclentfof 
several million pounds of sugar another sea- 
son, and with a little encouragement the whole 
neighborhood would go into cane. 

Messrs. Barrow and Le Blanc, of Pecan 
plantation, expect to wind up their planting 
this week. 

Mr. Ottmar Wenk will put in sixty acres of 
cane on the Talbot place, and will sell it to 
Clnclare. 

The family of Mr. E. Douglas Leche, of 
Bayou Goula, moved Into their home at Don- 
boy ne plantation last Monday. 

Iberyillb. 



West Baton Rouj^e. 

[Special Correspondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather dar- 
ing the past week has been remarkably mild, 
considering the fact that the middle of Febra- 
ary is several days off. Ineeed, the balmy 
sunshine, the singing of the birds and the 
sprouting of the grass are all strongly sugges- 
tive of spring— say the first of April. This 
mild weather is not regarded with great favor, 
as the fear is general that it will induce a pre- 
mature growth of vegetation, which will be 
killed by a freeze later on. 

The ground is still somewhat wet from recent 
rains, but cane planting is nevertheless being 
pushed forward with all speed. Both stubble 
and plant are in good condition, the only oom- 
plalnt being that the seed has sprouted some* 
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what. Tbe plant cane is remarkably well pre- 
•erved considering tbe heavy rains of Janu- 
ary, wbiob, it was feared, would proye ex- 
ceedingly injurious. 

Tbe best all-around average in tonnage ob- 
tained during tbe past season was tbat of tbe 
crop of Mr. David Devall's Orange Grove 
plantation, wbere tbe entire crop averaged 
twenty-five tons per acre. Mr. C. S. Devall 
informs me tbat a patcb of forty-five acres 
yielded an average of 4500 pounds of sugar per 
acre. Tbis, of course, is an excellent yield. 
If tbe planters could obtain average results 
like those recorded above they could almost 
regard tariff protection of our great industry 
with a certain degree of indifference; but it is 
scarcely necessary to say that these fine results 
are few and far between, and that the planters 
are compelled to exercise the most rigid 
economy, coupled with the use of the most 
np-to-date methods, in order to succeed. 

Reports from the different plantations 
throughout the parish indicate that the cane 
acreage will be increased this year. In this 
connection, it is understood that the Kaufman 
plantation, in the Devall neighborhood, will 
be planted in cane. There will probably be a 
corresponding reduction in the cotton acreage 
of West Baton Rouge. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondence. j 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Notwithstanding 
some mornings with thin ice and frosts, and a 
rain the latter part of last week, planting is 
now general, and the sandy lands ploughed 
last fall and reploughed this season are in 
good condition for planting. Warmth and 
sunshine are wanted to expedite field work, 
and elevate the temperature of the soil to 
hasten the sprouting of the eyes of the mother 
canes planted and those to follow. 

As to the seed cane, its condition varies, as 
is very generally the case, owing sometimes to 
inexplicable causes. On the same plantation, 
canes can be found badly sprouted, and again 
even on dark soils the eyes have barely point- 
ed. Doubtless the time of windrowlng plays 
an important part. Yet tbe manner of ma- 
nuring tbe canes prior to laying by has a 
noted inflaence ; where heavily fertilized tbe 
growth was too vigorous, which fact caused 
the eyes to elongate, when they should have 
remained dormant. It will be found that the 
application of heavy doses of manure, with its 
nitrogen in a potential form, is very detri- 
mental, and often causes the canes in the 
windrow to deteriorate, the amount depending 
on tbe after climatic infiuences. 

Last fall when quantities of cane were put 
in windrow, they were maldng rapid growth, 
and some planters were very reluctant to put 
their seed in windrow ; but tbe dread of an 
early freeze caused them to pursue tbe course 
they did. 

'The majority of the planters are so busy 
with their cane areas tbat com land has re- 
ceived but little attention; yet a limited 
amount should be planted this month if possi- 
ble, to curtail the feed bill, as soon as tbe fields 
receive the last working. 

Latterly, Mr. Thos. Casey disposed of the 



Greenwood to the Messrs. Pregeant for the 
sum of $40,000. Recently tbe residence at 
Cedar Grove, of Messrs. Blum & Prevost, was 
destroyed by fire. 

The dredgeboat on Southdown, of Mr. H. C. 
Minor, is again in operation, and at tbe factory 
latterly wagon sugars have been worked off. 
The dredgeboat now in Bayou Terrebonne, 
above Bayou Cane, has been at work for some 
time. What progress will be made in the 
spring when the weather gets dry remains to 
be seen, as the boat is constantly cutting up 
an incline. Water must be bad from some 
other source or the cutting must be deep 
enough to cause tidal level to follow. 

Wednesday of last week there was thin ice, 
frost, and the day clear; Thursday, frost and 
fair; Friday, ice, with heavy frost; Saturday 
morning, showers ; Sunday, another light frost, 
and again on Monday ; Tuesday, favorable, and 
Wednesday clear and cool. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. J. T. Moore, Jr., 
atScbriever, the following official statement for 
the month of January has been received, viz. : 
The maximum temperature was 83.5 on the 
12th ; the minimum on tbe 2d, when the ther- 
mometer registered 21 deg. F. Total precipi- 
tation 4.38 inches. 

Tbe weather report for tbe last week of the 
month was as follows : 

Temperature. Rainfall. Sansblne. 
January 24.64.5 38.4 

»• 25.71.0 55.2 .24 

" 26.71.8 41.0 .16 

" 27.62.4 38.1 

'' 28..65.0 40.0 

" 29.66.1 44.8 

" 30.66.0 48.1 .02 

66.7 43.6 .42 

Terrebonne. 



Lafourche. 



The sugar planters have profited by the fair 
weather of the last week by pushing along 
planting. We learn from various sections that 
the seed cane is in good condition, and if the 
favorable weather continues a week or two 
longer planting will be well advanced, if not 
entirely Anlshed.—Thibodaux Sentinel^ July 5, 



Vermilion. 



Editor Louisiana Planter: Since my last 
writing the general tenor of the weather has 
been very good. On last Friday night we 
were visited by a very heavy rain; but of shor; 
duration. It clouded up early Friday after- 
noon and about 11 o^clock Friday night it 
began to rain and rained for an hour, but Sat- 
urday morning it was clear and has remained 
so to date, though tbe weather looks a little un- 
settled to-day. This spell of good weather 
has given tbe farmers an opportunity to resume 
their work, and every man seems to have taken 
advantage of it. Ploughing is being rapidly 
pushed now, preparing land for general crops, 
tbe acreage of wliich will be largely increased 
over last year. Any direction you drive out 
from Abbeville you will see acres and acres of 
virgin lands being broken for either cane, 
com, cotton or rice tbat has never had a plow 
in it before. Most of our small farmers are 
buying better stock to cultivate their lands 



than they have been working; several car 
loads of good mules have been sold here this 
season to small planters and tbe demand is 
still good. It will be only a question of a few 
years until the little Creole pony will be a 
thing of tbe past, and in their stead large and 
powerful mules will be used to break the soil 
to a depth that will insure the tiller tbe great- 
est results for tbe efforts put forth. 

Cane planting is being rapidly pushed all 
through the sugar belt of the parish, and we 
are glad to state tbat the seed is remarkably 
good. It was reported some weeks ago that 
seed cane was spoiling very fast, but later de- 
velopments proved that tbe report was con- 
fined to only a few parties. The cane indus- 
try is very much stimulated this year on 
account of the price paid for cane last fall. 
The acreage will be increased generally, and 
in some special sections as much as 800 per 
cent, over last year, and with the assurance of 
a large refinery near Abbeville in the near 
future, and the prospects of the extension of 
tbe Franklin railroad into tbe Prairie Greig 
section of the parish, there will be a further 
stimulation and an increase of at least 500 per 
cent, next year. 

Cotton acreage will be considerably reduced 
in the parish this year. Our people are tired 
of raising 4-cent cotton on land tbat will make 
20 tons of cane or 10 barrels of rice. Of course 
a large percentage of the farmers will be forced 
to raise cotton, for they are too far from ship- 
ping point to plant cane or too far from arti- 
ficial irrigation to raise rice. 

Tbe rice acreage will be increased at least 
25 per cent, over last year and possibly more. 
Extensive preparatioos are being mad'e in west 
Vermilion, so we are informed, to extend the 
Gueydan canal, a distance of six miles further 
west to tap the Bayou Queue de Tortue at 
deep water near the Mermentau river. This 
will open up several thousand acres of rich 
virgin lands to rice culture and will insure an 
abundant supply of water and undisputed suc- 
cess for the irrigating system by surface 
canals. 

Mr. L. Forsyth, Jr., of the Cailery refinery, 
was in Abbeville this week looking after the 
interest of his plant. The object of his trip 
out here is to ascertain the prospects for the 
coming season and to set a price on cane by 
which Ibe refinery will stand during the year 
The Caffery has been the standard for a num- 
ber of years in regulating the price of cane, 
all other plants waiting Tor them to set the 
pace. Tbe Caffery gave entire satisfaction 
last year, and will doubtless get a handsome 
share of the patronage this coming season. 

Mr. O. M. Nilson, who has recently bought 
several large sugar plantations in Vermilion, 
is now spending a month at Bay St. Louis, 
Miss., where be is interested in establishing a 
bank. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Much better 
weather has prevailed since the first of the 
month, up to date, than at most any other time 
during 1898. On the 2d and 3d instants the 
mercury dropped down to the freezing point. 
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developing thin ioe, but not cold enough to 
Injure anything except, perhaps, some prema- 
ture fruit buds and blooms. This was followed 
on the morning of the 5th instant with a heayy 
shower, clearing off before noon with the wind 
sharp from the north, drying out the soil so 
that ploughing was resumed on the morning 
of the 7th instant. 

Cane planting is being pushed forward on a 
number of places. Mr. 0. F. Knoll informed 
me that he had planted, up to the afternoon of 
the 7th, 112 acres to cane, and has about 90 
acres more to plant, which, if the weather 
holds propitious, will bring cane planting for 
this season to a finish on the Ellen- Kay planta- 
tion. Mr. R. Woods, manager for Mr. Knoll, 
has done some excellent work at cane plant- 
ing. The soil appears to be in a splendid 
shape lor the work he has in hand, being very 
loose and mellow, showing the advantage 
there is in having good drainage, without 
which successful planting can not be done at 
this or any other season of the year. 

Mr. M. Bubenzer, Bunkie P. O., had his 
forces out on the first of the week busily en- 
gaged planting cane. 

Mr. Orisamore, managing the Leinster plan- 
tation this year, has been engaged for some 
days past at planting. The acreage to be 
planted to cane on Leinster this season will be 
much greater than it has been during past 
years, but how much so I have not yet been 
able to learn. 

Mr.D. McMillan, managing on the old Ewell 
plantation, Evergreen, for J. U. Payne <fc Co., 
of New Orleans, informed me this week that 
he expected to commence planting cane about 
the 10th i&st., and had abundant seed to plant 
fully 175 acres to oane, and will prepare for 
and plant an increased acreage to com and 
pease this year preparatory to planting a 
greater area to cane next season. 

Mr. John Brunson, of Evergreen, has rented 
Mr. T. J. Heard's fine place with the intention, 
if I have been correctly informed, of planting 
and growing cane, com and pease. 

Mr. Geo. W. Bennette will, if f am not mis- 
taken, plant something like 100 or more acres 
to cane this spring. 

Mr. A. D. Havard, Bunkie Postofilce, will 
plant quite a nice acreage to cane during the 
coming two or three weel^. 

Mr. W. A. O'Quinn, Barbreck, is preparing 
to plant seventy-five acres to cane this spring. 
The Planter's scribe has been informed that 
Mr. Henry Shaw, managing Barbreck planta- 
tion, will, providing the weather holds fair, 
begin planting cane during this week. 

Mr. Shu man, Eola Postofflce, is preparing 
to plant some five acres to cane this and next 
week, with the intention of, as Mr. Shuman 
remarked to The Planter's correspondent, 
** growing gradually into cane.*' 

The Dora plantation, Mr. Regard's fine place 
situated near Cotton Port, Has in contempla- 
tion, so I have been told, planting an increased 
area to cane for this year. 

It seems at present that cane is the leading 
topic of conversation, and the only thing pre- 
venting the greater part of the whole country 
going into cane is the sad want of more sugar 
factories built close in touch with the cane 



growers of Rapides, Avoyelles and St. Landry. 
With factories so established and of sufficient 
capacity to do all the work demanded of them, 
it would not be long until the last would be 
heard of five-cent cotton. But in good time it 
is to be hoped that capital will see its way 
clear and invest in sugar factory building in 
the above parishes. Erin. 

St. James. 

[Special Correapondenoe.J 
Editor Louisiana Planter : The hum of busy 
industry is never heard in the agricultural 
arena. It is made manifest only in a deep 
quietude and the absence from the highways 
of the floating population that is always a 
prominent characteristic of the days of idle- 
ness. By this sign, then, we are assured that 
planters are busy with the seed time, and 
wisely taking advantage of every day of this 
spring weather to put fields in order for an 
abundant harvest. Five consecutive days of 
field work were accomplished last week, being 
the best on record since the beginning of the 
year. At the dawn of the 6th, which was last 
Saturday, a vexatious rain fell, thus abmptly 
interrupting the successful conclusion of the 
week. Following the rain came a heavy 
frost of a somewhat freezing character, 
but it did not do any palpable damage 
other than scorching the tops of stubble 
and fall cane foliage. Whether this 
week will wind up like its predecessors 
remains to be seen. Ideal spring weather pre- 
vails and as a consequence vegetation shows a 
vigorous spirit and dormant plants sprout al- 
most magically. As in other sections our stub- 
ble crop is exceedingly promising. Notwith- 
standing the almost constant rains we bad 
during the last month it is surprising to note 
how easily and prettily the preparing of the 
soil is done. In fact no difficulty on that score 
is encountered. Working partly on the tenant 
system appears to be still in vojrue, according 
to the existence of same on many plantations. 
Labor is ample and of a good quality, owing 
no doubt to better prices paid. 

Orders for cotton -seed meal are being 
promptly filled, and machines for distributing 
same are being put in order for the process. 
St. James. 

Trade Notes. 

Standard Oil Company.— We desire to call 
attention to the advertisement of this well- 
known concern on page 4 of this issue. They 
have been supplying the planters with what 
they need in the way of burning and lubri- 
cating oils, linseed oils, gasoline, axle grease, 
candles and turpentine for so man^y years that 
they scarcely need any introduction, the goods 
speaking for themselves. Mr. P. S. Morris, 
the recently appointed special agent at New Or- 
leans, is steadily extending the sphere of use- 
fulness enjoyed by his great concern in this lo- 
cality and has made many friends by his prompt 
and courteous attention to all, and by his ex- 
ertions to give perfect satisfaction to all his 
customers. He is well known in the sugar 
planting community, is an esteemed member 
of the Louisiana Sugar Planters* Association, 
and the local interests of the Standard Oil 



Company will surely prosper under hl» 
guidance. The company has its Immense 
warehouse out on Jackpon avenue and Claiborne 
street, where their general offices are also 
located, and altogether they are equipped in 
a way to handle their business with the 
greatest accuracy, expedition and dispatch. 

Cane Cutters and Commlnutors.— As will 
be seen in our columns, the E. W. Ross Com- 
pany, of Springfield, Ohio, desire to call the 
attention of the sugar planting world to the 
Ross cane cutters and comralnutors, which ob- 
tained their first conspicuity in connection 
with cane juice extraction by diffusion, and 
which were subsequently found to materially 
increase the juice extraction by the mill pro- 
cess. These cane cutters and comminutors 
have been used to a considerable extent in 
Louisiana, Texas and also in the tropics. The 
E. W. Ross Company, of Springfield, Ohio, 
have issued a handsome illustrated descriptive 
catalogue in the English, German, French 
and Spanish languages. This catalogue wilf 
be sent to any one interested who may apply 
for it, i^ith any further particulars that may be 
desired. 

The Dutch sugar planters in the island of 
Java, which is now the largest cane sugar pro- 
ducing country in the world, have given con- 
siderable attention to the Ross apparatus, and 
seem highly pleased with it, a number of oat- 
fits having been set up there. All inquiries 
concerning the apparatus will be promptly 
answered by the makers. 

Machinery for Sale.— Elsewhere in this 
issue will be found the advertisement of Hon* 
T. 8. Wilkinson, who offers for sale all the 
machinery in the Deer Range sugar house, on 
the Lower Coast, consisting of double mill, 
boilers, clarifiers, open steam train, vacuum 
pan, centrifugals, sugar packer, conveyor, 
sugar wagons, pumps, engines, etc., the outfit 
having a capacity of making 3,000,000 pounds 
of sugar. All desirous of purchasing anything 
in this line should address Mr. Wilkinson at 
Room J. Morris Building, New Orleans. 



Mr. J. M. McBride, a prominent planter of 
Terrebonne parish, was at the St. Charles on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. P. M. Lambremont, of St. James paristar 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Hon. .John D. Shaffer was a guest of the 
Commercial hotel during the past week. 

Hon. Walter A. O'Neill and Mrs. O'Neill, of 
St. Mary parish, where Mr. O'Neill makes his 
Linwood plantation bloom like a rose and 
bring forth tons of saccharine richness, were 
in the city on a visit a few days ago and made 
their headquarters at the Hotel Royal, their 
custamary stopping place. 

Messrs. Cbas. H. Munson and Harold F. 
Munson, of Assumption parish, were in the city 
on a visit a few days ago, and made their 
headquarters at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. G. M. Kimbro, of Iberia parish, was a 
recent \i8itor to New Orleans. Mr. Kimbro 
put up at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. W. K. Morrow, of Sugar Land, Texas, 
was registered at the Cosmopolitan Hotel on 
Wednesday. 
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• FOREIQN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

BerliK, January 23, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: In this, and also 
in the other beet countries of Europe, we con- 
tinue to have a sort of tropical rainy season 
instead of a winter in more or less keeping 
with the general climate of these latitudes. 
Rains and fogs are the permanent features of 
the weather prevailing a long time since, and 
it seems to come true, as prophesied by those 
who believe themselves to be authorities in 
meteorology, that we shall have no winter, 
properly called so, at all. This, indeed, would 
not be a favorable circumstance, for winter is 
necessary to give the soil the seasonable rest, 
bat no winter would be better than a very late 
one, which might be Injurious to the Interest 
of agriculture in more ways than one, 
bat mainly In causing eventually the Held op- 
erations being delayed, in consequence of 
which the beet sowings would be postponed to 
a late hour, and the period of vegetation cur- 
tailed perhaps by several weeks. Last crop 
has been sown comparatively late, and though 
turning out bad. It has been nevertheless, In 
point of yield to the acre, short of the pre- 
ceding year. As to the Indications with regard 
to the import of this yearns beet sowings, there 
is little to be said about it at the present stage. 
Germany Is bound by her law of the contin- 
gent, and therefore at least a like area to last 
year is most probable. In Austria, fabrlcants 
and farmers seem to have come to terms, and 
and In France the former show some willing-' 
ness to pay iM>mewhat higher prices for the 
beets than last year. Contracts are being 
made already everywhere, but such is the case 
every year at this time, and any conclusion 
drawn-as to the entire extension of the sow- 
ings would be decidedly premature. 

These considerations, however, do not pre- 
vent people from guessing what may or may 
not come to pass, and unfortunately such 
guesswork is a factor in the sugar markets dur- 
ing the time when the weather ceases to be of 
any moment. 

I am very sorry, but I can not help return- 
ing to the never-ending subject of the boun- 
ties, certain events having taken place which 
I feel obliged to briefly mention. There is, in 
the first place, the invitation to the bounty 
conference Issued by Belgium, which Ger- 
many and Austria are said to have accepted, 
while the attitude of France is still doubtful, 
and it is believed that the latter country will 
take part only on the condition that the ques- 
tion of her indirect bounties Is not touched at 
all. Nevertheless, somewhat sanguine persons 
think that the conference will meet next month 
at Brussels; But, at the same time, that the 
bringing about of the conference has become 
almost certain, the expectations of its suc- 
cess has been considerably reduced by the 
speech of Mr. Chamberlain, given last week 
In Liverpool, In which he, for the present at 
least, deprecates the application of counter- 
vailing duties on the part of Great Britain. 
The task incumbent on the British govern- 
ment is, after the royal commission has taken 
evidence as to the critical situation of the W^st 



Indies, to do something for the latter, and the 
West Indians themselves, are of the opinion 
that only countervailing duties^ and nothing 
but these, could save them. Mr. Chamberlain, 
the present Secretary of the Colonies, does not, 
however, concur in this idea. At least he thinks 
it most doubtful whether the proposed rem- 
edy would prove effective, while on the other 
hand he fears that it would be dangerous for 
the sugar trade of the mother country and In- 
jurious to many interests Involved in the same. 
He therefore thinks it best to follow the plan of 
the majority of the commissioners— that is, to 
lend the colonies a helping band by financial 
subventions in the form of loans or otherwise. 
To what extent this help shall be tendered to 
the suffering colonists he did not say, and It 
must be left to be decided by the parliament; if 
the latter, however, sanctions this schema, the 
world has \he extraordinary spectacle to see 
that free -trade-England enters the line of 
l)ounty-paylng nations, for the cash paid to the 
West Indians is nothing but a bounty in a pe- 
culiar form, and the United States will have to 
look to ic and to take into consideration 
whether the English West Indian sugar Is not 
liable to pay the countervailing duty. Any 
way the bounty system bids fair to become 
more general instead of being restricted to a 
narrower compass. And the conference? 
There might have been some hope of success as 
as long as England threatened to apply coercl- 
tive measures, but after the late developments, 
and especially the declaration of Mr. Cham- 
berlain, this hope must be abandoned, for 
France, to be sure, will not give up her large 
indirect bounties, and consequently the other 
countries are not able to abolish theirs. Be- 
sides the directors and executive committee of 
the German large sugar society have resolved 
to submit to the government of the empire a 
petition to the effect that they should not pro- 
ceed to a one-sided or single-handed abolition 
of the bounties, and that^ if a general agree- 
ment should be arrived at, the industry should 
be given a transient period for the preparation 
of the new departure. This latter, however, 
according to present prospects, appears to 
lie very far distant. 

On the sugar industry of New South Wales 
a German consular report contains the follow- 
ing data : In the campaign 1893-97 the area un- 
der cane culture j^SAQ^sit&dJQ 12,5B7 hectares 
(one acre equal 40.5 hectares), or 767 hectares 
less than last year. The surface cut, however, 
was 1530 hectares larger, its size being 7363 
hectares. The crop of cane from this area was 
325,400 tons or 44.2 tons to the hectare, which 
shows an Increase over last year of 8 tons per 
hectave. The sugar produced represents a 
weight of 29,014 tons, so that the crop to the 
hectare reached 11.2 tons to the hectare, or 
185 tons more than in the preceding campaign. 
There has been besides an importation of 
39,109 tons and an exportation of 4668 tons, 
and it appears that the colony in question has 
a fair interest in the sugar, as well as in the 
agricultural. Industries and in the commercial 
line. 

The statistical position of Germany, Austria 
and France at the end of December is defined 
bjr the.followlng figures: Production, 2,991,127 



tons (1896-97 2,912,151 tons); importation, 
65,422 tons (79,679 tons) ; exportation, 847,367 
tons (754,646 tons) ; consumption, 834,601 tons 
(642,144 tons); final stocks, 2,118,873 tons 
(2,290,475 tons) ; increase of stocks in Decem- 
ber, 374,634 tons (466,942 tons). 

The markets were last week again very 
quiet, and to the moderate offerings alone it 
must be attributed that the prices have not suf •< 
fered larger loss. The general dullness can 
not be accounted for by any changes In the 
general position, and, therefore, it is believed 
that as soon as the large supply acquired by 
the buyers toward the end of last year is dis- 
posed of a fair revival of activity will be wit- 
nessed. The quotations are for actual 88 pef 
cent, rendement at Magdeburg 10 to 10.25 
marks, and for delivery January at Hamburg 
9.20 marks f. o. b. Refined are alse quiet and 
partly lower. R. Hennig. 

Dutiable Value of Sugar. 

The American Sugar Refining Company 
yesterday filed a petition in the United States 
Circuit Court for this district, asking the court 
to review the decision as to law and fact ren- 
dered November 18 last by the Board of United 
States General Appraisers as to the rate and 
amount of duty on sugar imported by the pe^ 
tltioners on March 11, 15 and 30, 1897. 

The merchandise was classified and assessed 
for duty at 40 per cent, ad valorem undef 
Schedule E of the Tariff Act of August 28, 
1894, upon the value thereof, and reported to 
the collector as the value of the sugar in con- 
dition as landed in the United States, and not 
upon the values thereof in the principal mar- 
kets of the country from which the sugars had 
been imported at the time of shipment and in 
condition as shipped, which is the dutiable 
values thereof as prescribed by law, although 
such dutiable value was reported by the ap" 
praiser as part of his return of appraisement, 
and the entries were liquidated accordingly. 

The i mporters claim that the merchandise 
is dutiable at 40 per cent, ad valorem upon the 
actual market value and wholesale price of the 
same in the principal markets of the country 
from whence it was imported at the time of 
shipment and In condition as shipped. The 
Board of General Appraisers, after a hearing, 
overruled the protest of the Importers. 

The importers, in their petition, claim that 
the board was in error ^' in not holding that 
the action of the collector in assessing duty 
upon the increased value of the said sugar re- 
ported by the appraiser as due to drainage on 
the voyage of importation, the same being the 
value thereof at the time of landing and In the 
condition thereof tis landed, was illegal, and 
not the dutiable value of such merchandise ; 
and in not holding that any advance in the 
value of the sugar occurring subsequent to the 
date of the shipment thereof from the place 
whence imported, did not constitute an ele- 
ment of dutiable value.*' — Xew York Journal 
Commerce, December 20. 

Mr. James Colomb and Mrs. Colorab, of 
Terrebonne parish, were guests of the Hotel 
Royal recently. Mrs. Colomb is the daughter 
of that sterling citizen, Col. Wm. Minor. 
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BEET SUOAR. 



Bddy» New Mexico. 

There la an air of quiet pervading the great 
BUgar factory just now, and it will doubtless 
xx>ntinue till the return of Manager Goetz 
from Chicago, when it is expected considera- 
ble alterations will be made. The office force 
Is still busy, but the large number of em- 
ployees in the factory proper have dispersed. 
Jt is expected that the •* mother beets," now 
ailoed, will be planted in about one month. 
The company will experiment more largely 
with seed this year than last. As soon as 
Manager Goetz returns preparations will be 
made for the season's crop. 

The sheep being fed on pulp and hay at the 
sugar factory are showing the effect of the 
diet. They are getting fat, taking on a sleek 
appearance and In many ways showing that 
the experiment will be a profitable one to the 
owner, A. J. Crawford. The bunch consisted 
principally of ''doggy" lambs, and were 
placed on the feed more as an experiment than 
anything else. Mr. Crawford is building more 
corrals, and will bring In another bunch from 
the range very shortly. 

George H. Weat, of Greeley, Colorado, who 
^as been making a tour of all the sugar beet 
districts of the country, arrived In Eddy this 
week, and has put In the time since looking 
i)ver the situation here. Colorado is greatly 
interested in the beet sugar Industry, and is 
striving very earnestly for the location of a 
pumber of factories. Mr. West Is represent- 
ing the promoters of the enterprise, and Is In- 
specting the sections given up to beet growing 
ftnd having factories, to see how they compare 
with the natural conditions existing in Colo- 
^do. He has been In Utah, California and 
}f ebraska, reserving his visit here for the last. 
The Argus has no desire to give expression 
Which would intimate In any way that Mr. 
West holds the opinion that Colorado Is not 
supreme of all Western States, but It Is known 
that he would feel most sanguine did the natu- 
ral conditions of Colorado but equal those 
which he found here. He Is an Interesting 
talker, and fully appreciates that all new In- 
dustries must pass through a certain stage of 
Irlal and experiment ere reaching complete 
and coveted success. As an Illustration he 
cites the famous potato districts of Greeley. 
Jt was only a few years ago that It was consid- 
ered, and so announced, that It was Impossible 
to raise good potatoes there. Now the entire 
county ifl given up to them. Two hundred, 
Ihree hundred, and even as high as five hun- 
dred bushels to the acre being produced. And 
the quality Is known to every one. Persever- 
ance and Intelligent study and cultivation did 
it, and Mr. West holds that the same thing 
most apply in the establishment of the beet 
^ugar industry. And who shall deny It? — Pecoa 
Valley Argus^ January 28. 



nesday, for fiddy. This should bring them in 
on to-morrow^s train. The men who, by their 
investment! here, made the sugar factory in 
Eddy a certainty are coming to look over the 
situation with a view to further extension and 
improvements. These improvements — having 
as their object the enlargement and increased 
capacity of thfe factory—have already been ex- 
plained to them, and In all probability after 
having looked over Qie field thoroughly, in- 
structions will be given to proceed with the 
work. 

The work of the present season and succeed- 
ing campaign Is to be pushed very vigorously. 
It Is the Intention of the factory management 
to contract for 3500 acres of beets. This Is the 
number of acres desired, and the number that 
will be secured. All work and arrangements 
are In temporary abeyance, pending the arri- 
val of the party from Chicago. After their visit, 
things win begin to hum. The fact that the 
railway Is to be extended at an early day will 
have a most beneficial effect upon the sugar 
Interests of the valley, and. If such a thing Is 
possible, accentuate the energy with which 
work will be entered upon. 

A shipment of one car of sugar was made to 
Lordsburg, this territory, Saturday. A ship- 
ment will be made to El Paso this week. The 
company has but little sugar remaining and 
win soon dispose of It. 

Indications, all things considered, are very 
bright for the sugar season and campaign In 
the Pecos Valley.— Pecos Valley Argus, Febru- 
ary 4. 

Los Alamitos, California. 

J. Boss Clark, of the Alamltos Sugar Com- 
pany, reports that the new machinery for the 
enlargement of the sugar factory is on the 
ground and is now being placed in position. 
The new machinery will enable the factory to 
double Its output during the coming campaign. 
Fifty men are at work now, and by the first of 
next month there will be a hundred. It Is 
planned to have the machinery all In place by 
June 1, a month ahead of the opening of the 
campaign on July 1. The acreage planted to 
beets about the factory has been increased to 
7000 acres, or double last yearns planting. This 
win make a yield of about 70,000 tons of beets 
to be turned into sugar this year. — Anaheim 
Gazette, . 

Cliino, California. 

The clouds are still being watched for the 
needed rainfall. There Is yet time, however, 
for ample rains to make good crops this year. 
The close of the average rain reason is two 
and a half months off, and we will not despair 
by any means until that time Is passed without 
rain ; and then we will remember the season 
of 1896, when we were all astonished at the 
ability of sugar beets td withstand drought.— 
Champion, February 4, 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

A telegram from Manager Goetz to Auditor 
priggs, received Saturday, states that in com- 
pany with the ofiicers and directors of the 
0ugar company he would leave Chicago, Wed- 



Ciiansre of Superintendent at tlie 
Lelii Beet 3us:ar Factory. 

Lehi, January 28.— Manager T. R. Cutler, 
of the Utah Sugar Company, returned on 
Wednesday evening from a business trip to 
El Paso, Tex. He went to see Mr. H. A. Val- 



ley, formerly chemist for the Utah Sugar Com- 
pany, and the present superintendent of the 
Peoos Valley (N". M.) factory, for the purpose 
of securing his services as superintendent of 
the Lehl factory, the vacancy occurring 
through the resignation of C. A. Granger, 
who has ably filled the position for the past 
five years. Mr. Cutler stated that his mission 
had been a successful one, and that Mr. Val- 
ley would be the next superintendent of the 
company of which he Is the general manager. 
Mr. Cutler was accompanied by Mrs. Cutler 
and Miss Edith Cutler as far as Denver, the 
ladles stopping off there until Mr. Cutler^s 
return from El Paso. 

Mr, Clarence A. Granger, who recently sev- 
ered his connection with the Utah Sugar Com- 
pany, has been identified with the company 
In responsible positions ever since, the comer- 
stone was laid. He came to Lehl with E. H. 
Dyer & Co., the builders of the factory. The 
first year the factory was In operation It was 
run under the supervision of the Dyers.. After 
the Utah company assumed charge of It, Mr. 
Granger was Installed as superintendent, and 
has filled that position ever since, to the satis- 
faction of the management. 

Mr. Granger has been Identified with the 
sugar industry in the United States for many 
years, having been connected with the beet 
sugar factory In Alvarado, Cal., and the large 
refiners In San Francisco. During his connec- 
tion with the Utah company he has visited 
Europe in the interest of the company, and has 
used Uls pen to good results In the propagation 
of knowledge on the subject of beet growing, 
besides addressing sections of Utah on the 
same subject. His latest address was delivered 
before a convention of the farmers of Weber 
county. Although he has devoted most of hiB 
time In the past to the sugar Industry, Mr. 
Granger has proven himself to be an all- 
around practical Westerner, by engaging In 
any kind of legitimate work that came to hand. 
One year of his life was spent behind the 
counter In Auerbach^s store in Salt Lake. He 
has also twisted brakes on a railway trahi and 
worked In the telegraph department; he has 
cut porterhouse stacks and mutton chops on a 
butcher^s block ; traversed the valleys of Utah 
In search of bunches of marketable beef, and 
Invaded the treasure chambers of Mother Earth 
In search of the precious metals. 

Mr. Granger will enter the employ of £. 
H. Dyer & Co., and will assist in building the 
factory at La Grange, Ore., and will have the 
supervision of the work during the first year 
the new factory will be in operation. Dyer & 
Co. have in contemplation the building of 
quite a number of factories within the next 
few years. Their object In securing Mr. 
Granger's services Is to put each new mill un- 
der his management as built, and thus give 
the new companies and localities the benefit of 
his wide experience and thorough knowledge. 
Mr. Granger will carry with him to his new 
field of labors letters of endorsement highly 
commendatory of himself and his work hi be- 
half of the sugar Industry In Utah, from such 
well-known business men as George Q. Can- 
non, A. E. Welby, W. S. McCormlck, John M. 
Cannon, Gov. H. M. Wells and Reed Smoot.— 
Salt Lake Tribune. 
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i>rojpo8ed Beet Sugar Bounty Law in 
Ohio. 

[Special Oorrespoadence.] 
Columbus, Ohio, February 10, 1898. 

JBdUar Louisiana Planter: The Legislature of 
ttie State of Ohio has taken preliminary action 
toward encoora^g the growing of beets and 
the manufacture of sugar therefrom. Over 
sixty years ago the leading and wealthiest 
citizen of this county attempted to malce sugar 
from beets, and failed, of course. For several 
years past the Ohio Agricultural Experiment 
Station, located near Wooster, one of the best 
equipped stations in the world, has given beets 
its closest and most intelligent attention, and 
from time to time during that period proposi- 
tions have been discussed by people In various 
sections of Oliio to establish beet sugar manu- 
f^turlng plants, but, as a rule, those who pro- 
posed to promote the enterprise, were groping 
in the dark. My opinion is that there will be 
no bee^ factory in successful operation in this 
State for some years to come. At the same 
time it can not be denied that there is a grow- 
ing deep interest in the subject in this section 
of the country. This is proven by the fact 
that one day last week Senator Alexander in- 
troduced in the Senate a bill which aims to 
encourage the enterprise. It is modeled, more 
or less, after laws now or heretofore in force 
in other States, and reaches about 1000 words. 
It does not, by any means, satisfactorily cover 
the subject, but it is a positive move toward 
an end. 

The first section creates the office of com- 
missioner of beet sugar manufacture and pro- 
vides that for the next five years the secretary 
of the State Agricultural Society shall act as 
such commissioner at a salary of $500 per an- 
num. 

Section 2 provides that persons intending to 
engage in beet sugar manufacturing can reg- 
ister with this commissioner, stating its pur- 
poses, and certain other information, and shall 
be entitled to a share of the funds appropri- 
ated by the State as bounties. 

Section 3 provides that all beets on which 
bounty is claimed shall be grown In this State ; 
that a registered manufacturer can claim no 
bounty on beets grown by himself, and on none 
for which he has paid less than $4 net a ton ; 
and on no sugar containing less than 90 per 
cent, of crystallized sucrose. 

Section 4 makes it the duty of the commis- 
sioner to appoint a resident inspector, under a 
bond of $2000, at each factory making exceed- 
ing 2000 pounds of sugar a day. 

Section 6 defines the duties of the inspector 
to be the weighing in of all beets, and that his 
determination shall be final between buyer and 
seller; that he shall stencil all packages of 
finished sugar, keeping an accurate account of 
the weights of both beets and sugar, and re- 
port daily to the commissioner at Columbus. 

Section 6 makes the compensation of the In- 
spector $3 a day, and that of an assistant $2 a 
day. 

Section 7 provides that the quantity and 
quality of the product upon which bounty Is 
claimed shall be determined by the commis- 
sioner, by aggregate reports of inspectors, veri- 



fied by oatti, and gives the commissioner power 
to Inspect the private books of the factory, etc. 

Section 8 designates the professor of chem- 
istry of the Ohio State University as the person 
to fix the quality and quantitative condition of 
the product. 

Section 9 provides that annually, on or be- 
fore the first day in April each year, the com- 
mission shall prepare a detailed statement of 
the quantity of sugar made by each concern 
registered and claiming bounty, and shall ap- 
portion to each his share of the appropriation 
on sugar made In the preceding campaign. 

Section 10 provides that not more than one 
cent a pound shall be pidd; that the commis- 
sion shall certify to the State Auditor the 
amount due each manufacturer, and the Au- 
ditor shall draw his warrant on the Treasurer 
for the same. 

Section 11 makes it the duty of the commis- 
sioner to keep In his ofilce books showing all 
the transactions herein provided, and compels 
him to make a full and complete report to the 
Governor each year. 

Section 12 appropriates the sum of $50,000, 
or so much thereof as is necessary, each year 
for five years, to be paid '' in the manner pre- 
scribed in this act and for the purposes of 
making effectual the provisions thereof. '^ 

Section 13 makes the act take effect and be 
in force from and after its passage. 

The bill has gotten no further than to be In- 
troduced, and there is yet no way In which to 
judge as to Its fate. This General Assembly, 
so far as parties are concerned, Is not a unit by 
any means, and up to date has accomplished 
practically nothing. Senator Alexander be- 
longs to the majority, which has one vote in 
the Senate and half a dozen In the House to 
spare, but the recent senatorial contest demor- 
alized party discipline, and now it is difficult 
to predict the result on any measure. 

There Is no question, however, but that some 
kind of a law looking to the encouragement of 
beet-sugar making will be in the books within 
the next two or three years. . 

Geo. U. Habn. 



Beets for Su^ar and for Profit. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Knowing the deep 
interest which The Planter lakes in promot- 
ing both the cane and beet industries in the 
United States, I herewith hand you the fol- 
lowing excerpt clipped from the " Continen- 
tal correspondent" of the (}ermantown Tele-- 
graphs believing that a careful reading of the 
same will be found both instructive and enter- 
taining to all who are now engaged in or con- 
template growing beets for making sugar as 
well as for profit. Erin. 

The sugar beet harvest has been excellent 
this season, though, owing to the dry weather, 
the roots were difficult to lift. The average 
yield per acre was a little over eleven tons, 
and the contract price about twenty-four 
francs per acre, baied on a seven degrees of 
density or saccharine richness, with an aug- 
mentation of seventy centimes for every tenth 
of a degree up to seven and five- tenths, and a 
diminution of ninety centimes for every tenth 
of a degree below seven degrees down to six 
and five-tenths. At this density the mills re- 
fuse roots — they would not pay working up. 
The average weight of the roots following the 



Arras Agronomical Station is a shade over 
twenty-one ounces— a good saccharine root 
size. But the farmers have another string to 
their bow in cultivating beet. They buy the 
pulp at four or six francs per ton to mix with 
commercial aliments and fatten the lean klne 
and the ditto sheep that arrive by troops and 
flocks from all parts of Franoe. That rich or 
intensive feeding yields very valuable manure, 
and It is to this latter that the fertility of the 
land in the northern districts Is chiefly due. 
Hence why a sugar-beet mill becomes a boon 
and a blessing for the neighborhood in which 
it is situated. 



How We Can Produce All of Our 
Su^ar. 

According to the Statistical Trade Journal^ 
the increase in consumption of sugar in the 
United States for the year past was 6.91 per 
cent., requiring to supply it 136,177 long tons 
of sugar or over 305,000,000 pounds. Below 
are the figures : 

Tons of 2240 lbs. 

Total consumption In 1897 2,096,263 

Total consumption in 1896 1,960,086 

Increase during the year 1897 136,177 

This is not unusual, for the average Increase 
of consumption in the United States for the past 
sixteen years has been 6.94 per cent per an- 
num. According to the same authority, the 
world^s estimated increase in manufacture of 
sugar in 1897 was only 64,727 tons. 

There were in operation the past year nine 
beet sugar factories in this country. It would 
require three and three-fifths times the capacity 
of these nine factories to supply sufficient 
sugar for the increase alone, or 32 factories of 
same average capacity. If we wish at same 
time to provide for present consumption it 
would be necessary to build 55 times as many 
factories as are now In operation, or 495 fac- 
tories of the average capacity of the nine we 
now have. 

Now, then, if we were to build new factories 
at the rate of fifty a year it would take about 
ten years to catch up on present consumption 
of sugar, so that to supply this country with 
sugar the total number of factories required to 
be built each year would be fifty, plus thirty- 
two, or eighty-two. As meantime increase of 
consumption would likely continue in about 
the same ratio, the numl>er eighty-two should 
be increased 5 per cent, to provide for that, 
so that we have a grand total of eighty-six 
factories to be built annually, for ten years, 
before this nation can grasp the often quoted 
$100,000,000 we are spending every twelve 
months for sugar. W. 

California, January 22,1898, 



Beet 5ugar In the East. 

The directors of the Owen Sound (Ont.) 
Beet Sugar Company have formulated a me- 
morial to the Ontario government, asking for 
a bounty of half a cent per pound on all sugar 
made from beets in Ontario, on condition that 
the beet growers get $4.50 per ton for their 
beets, and a delegate to Toronto to lay the 
subject before the house. They will also ask 
the town of Owen Sound for a bonus of $20,000 
and some other privileges. They talk of build- 
ing a factory. 

A factory with 1000 tons capacity Is to be 
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built at Toledo, O., in time for next year's 
crop. Local parties iiave subscribed the 
funds. 

Bingham ton, N. Y., has arranged for a 
beet sugar factory for 1898. The machinery 
will be taken from a French factory at St. Just, 
150 miles from Paris. 

There is only one sugar factory between the 
State of Wisconsin in the Northwest and the 
State of Nebraska in the middle West and the 
eastern Atlantic coast, and that is the State 
of New York. 

There are good prospects that sugar beet 
culture will be engaged in in the neighbor- 
hood of Quincy, 111., in the near future, and 
on an extensive scale. The Chicago, Bur- 
lington & Quincy Railroad Company is in- 
terested in a plan to induce the farmers to go 
into the business.— iVcw York Shipping List, 



Horse Feeding Tests. 

Bulletin 51 of Maryland station gives ac- 
count of some interesting experiments in horse 
feeding, and states the results attained. Among 
the feeds tested was the *'new corn product.'^ 
At Rockford, III., is a factory for the manu- 
facture of cellulose from the pith of com 
stalks. This material is used to till the space 
between the inner and outer walls of warships. 
It is packed into place by great pressure, and 
when a cannon ball passes through such a wall 
and relieves the pressure at that point the 
compressed celluloise immediately expands 
and tightly closes the hole made by the pas- 
sing ball, and thus instantly stops the leak. In 
manufacturing this cellulose the corn staljcs 
first have the hard outer coating stripped off 
by machinery. These strips are then ground 
into a fine meal, called the new corn product, 
used for stock feed. 

The Maryland station had in a previous test 
demonstrated that this corn stalk shell meal is 
a nutritious and valuable cattle feed, and in the 
tests reported in this bulletin it is compared 
with corn, oats and hay as a horse feed. 

In all, nine different aaimals have been fed 
on rations with the new corn product as a sub- 
stitute for hay, and the only ditBculty that has 
been experienced in feeding it was with two 
horses who had other horses besides them to 
whom hay wa^ being fed. These animals be- 
came sullen and refuged their feed, but on their 
next door neighbors being placed on the same 
rations they were receiving, all went along 
smoothly. All of these horses had been some- 
what accustomed to a " mixed feed,'* so this 
form of ration was not so new to them as it 
would be perhaps to many horses. The horse 
that relished this form of ration best at the 
start was one that had been accustomed t« eat- 
ing wet brewer's grains, which would contlrm 
the observation that in feeding animals there 
is much in habit and custom. Those who 
would attempt to feed this material for the first 
time had probably better start in by feeding 
the same hay and grain which the horses had 
been eating as a '' mixed feed '* and then, 
after accustoming them to that, change to the 
other. From the fact that horses ate this feed 
continuously for five months, and relished it 
more at the end than at the beginning, seemed 
satisfied at all times, together with the testi- 



mony of the weights, issufUcient data for con- 
cluding that the new corn product is a good 
food for horses, and can replace hay for that 
purpose. 

Following is a summary of the results 
reached ia these tests: 

Timothy has proved to be less digestible by 
horses than bv ruminants. (Animals that 
chew the cud.) 

Grinding oats increased their digestibility. 

Corn meal was considerably more digestible 
than shelled corn. 

Feeding concentrated food or grain with hay 
decreased the digestibility of the hay. 

It is impossible to maintain horses on a 
grain ration alone; they must have a long for- 
age. 

Making a ^' mixed feed '^ of the grain and 
long forage is the best manner of feeding 
horses. 

The new com product was better digested 
by horses than timothy hay. 

Grinding fodder to the condition of the new 
corn product, or of coarse bran, does not de- 
stroy its value as long forage. 

The new corn product was successfully used 
as a substitute for hay in horse feeding. 

The Cost of Refining. 

[Special OorrespoDdenoe.] 

January 29, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Referring to your 
criticism of my communication, "Profits Made 
on Sugar Under the Present System of Distri- 
bution,'' published in The Planter of the 22d 
Inst., permit me to explain as to the net cost 
of refining, which I estimated at one-fourth of 
a cent per pound. 

The output of the refineries generally is not 
100 test ; it is barely 99. It takes about 105 
pounds of 96 test to make 100 pounds of 99. 
The value of this waste is fully covered by the 
one-fourth cent per pound. It is not, however, 
wasted, but is worked up into alcohol. Again, 
it is generally understood that refined sugar is 
adulterated with glucose, a magnificent adul- 
terant, whether pulvenzed or used in fluid 
form, which is much cheaper than sugar. 
Herein is a gain sufiQcient to make it quite 
certain that the net cost of 96 test refined to 99 
does not exceed one-fourth of a cent per 
pound as stated. 

With local factories well distributed the 
other items of cost of distribution would be 
almost wholly dispensed with. 

One and one-half cents per pound, equal to 
$4.50 per barrel, is a rich melon for those who 
are able to share in it at the expense of con- 
sumers generally. G. G. Smith. 

Our correspondent certainly discusses 
sugar refining without adequate knowl- 
edge of the business. The bulk of the 
sugar now sold is white granulated, 
testing within a minute fraction of 100. 
It is barely possible that 105 pounds of 
96 test might give 100 pounds of 99, but 
it would not be first-class sugar. We 
may say incidentally that first-class 
white Louisiana granulated sugar, made 
on the plantations, will test 99.9. 



The waste material may be worked 
into alcohol, but simply because it other- 
wise would have but little or no value. 
Our correspondent would be familiar 
with this if he had read of the many 
thousands of barrels of low grade mo- 
lasses that have been thrown into the 
ditches of Louisi&na for want of a mar- 
ket. Low grade sugar house syrups 
are even worse. 

In regard to the adulteration of re- 
fined sugar with glucose, our corre- 
spondent is simply mistaken in regard 
to this, and judges by popular report 
from those who are unacquainted with 
the business. The adulteration of stand- 
ard refined sugars with glucose is hard- 
ly possible in these days of easy chemi- 
cal analysis and the ready detection of 
any such fraud. The extravagant esti- 
mate of 1 3i cents per pound profit made 
by our correspondent thus falls to the 
ground, and while we have no doubt 
the sugar refiners take all they can get, 
they can't get any such margin as this. 



Personal. 



Mr. A. W. Norman managed the Hope last 
year and had for assistants in the boiling de- 
partmen those sltilful brothers, Messrs. H. G. 
Hill and L. B. Hill. That Hope had a good 
crop and converted it into good sugar goe§ 
without saying. 

Mr. C. W. Bocage, a prominent planter of 
Houma, was in the city on a visit a few days 
ago and registered at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. Adam Short, of Believue, accompanied 
by Miss Marion Short, was a recent g^est of 
one of our hotels. 

Mr. £. A. Sammons, chief engineer at the 
great Cinclare factory of Mr. Harry L. Laws, 
in West Baton Rouge parish, is one of the finest 
6Ugar-house and constructing engineers that 
we have ever had in Louisiana. Mr. Sammons 
designed the elegant and elaborate establish- 
ment that Cinclare has now been converted 
into, and its workings during the recent cam« 
paign testified to the care and accuracy with 
which the whole outfit was erected. 

Mr. Daniel Thompson, of Calumet, Mrs. 
Thompson and Mr. W. J. Thompson were all 
guests of the St. Charles on Tuesday of last 
week. This was the first visit Mr. Thompson 
has paid to New Orleans for some time, owing 
to ill health, and his many town acquaintances 
greeted his advent among them again with 
much pleasure. 

Mr. R. Q. Com^aux, a prominent planter of 
Iberville parish, was in the city on a visit a lew 
days ago, and registered at the Commercial 
Hotel. 

Mr. Louis Bourgeois, of St. Janes parish, 
was registered at the Cosmopolitan on Mon- 
day of last week. 

Hon. Andrew Price, of Lafourche, was resf- 
istered at the St. Charles during the past week. 
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Handling Cane at the Carrier. 

[A paper by Mr. B. C. LbBl4NG, r«*ad before the 
lx>ul8iana 8Dgar Planter^' Assooiation, Febru* 
ary 10, 1898.1 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : 

We have on other occasions appeared before 
yoar honorable association, and mast beg to 
thank you for your kind invitation to relate 
our experience on the subject of " Handling 
Cane at the Carrier/' 

During our first attempt in the direction of 
devising some method of improvement in 
handling cane at the cane shed and feeding 
carriers, we fully realized the difficulties to 
be overcome and surmounted, therefore the 
objects we aimed to attain were : 

First — Some device simple, to operate, that 
would contain no complicated machinery likely 
to get out of order and requiring no expen- 
sive mechanic; in fact, a system that could 
be operated by the ordinary labor usually used 
at the cane shed. 

Second— A system by which the carts would 
be unloaded as fast as they arrived at the cane 
shed, necessitating no delay and allowing the 
carts to return to the field promptly. 

Third— Storing the cane at the shed in such 
a shape that it would always be under control 
irrespective of the state of the weather. 

Fourth— A system by which every load of 
cane would be placed in the same position 
preparatory to be fed on the carrier, obviating 
any changes and avoiding any complications 
in the manner of feeding the carrier. 

The trolley system contains mainly — an ele- 
vated trolley track of sufllcient length and 
capacity to store any number of loads of cane. 
One or more unloading stations (for trans- 
ferring the cane from the carts to the trolleys) 
connecting with* the main trolley track by 
switches, and the supplementary side carrier 
used for the purpose of placing cane in a con- 
venient position to be fed on the main carrier. 
This side carrier is placed on the side of and 
parallel to the main carrier. The method of 
operation is as follows : Two chains are placed 
in the cart before going to the field. In load- 
ing the carts the cane is placed on these chains 
and when loading is completed the chain is 
brought around and over the top of the cane and 
hooked. When the cart reaches the unloading 
or transfer station, two short chains hanging 
from the trolley arc hooked to the chain in cart. 
The cart is then started, driving underneath 
and parallel to the trolley track, which 
at this point is built with a rise or up- 
ward incline; there is also a slight inclined 
platform located underneath this point upon 
which the cart travels. As the trolley attached 
to the cane travels up the incline it naturally 
lifts the load out of the cart. The inclined 
platform is to prevent the load leaving the cart 
before the trolley has reached the highest 
point and a straight part of the track. When 
it reaches ^this point the platform being in- 
cUned downward the cart passes down and 
out the side of the track. 

At the point the cart passes out from under 
the track the bottom of the load of cane is 
higher than the top of the cart. The trolley 
with bundle of cane is then carried to the 
storage track or feeder, as desired. This 



method of unloading the cart is practically 
automatic, and is accomplished in much less 
time than it takes to tell it. In fact, we see 
no reason why the carts can not be unloaded 
as fast as they are weighed. 

The track going to the carrier feeder Is 
built with a slight iqcline downward, just 
enough to allow the trolleys to move down by 
gravity, to a point directly over the side car- 
rier or feeder, at which point a movable stop 
is located, then it forms an angle of about 60 
degrees, letting the bundles down on the side 
carrier, and as this moves up carrying the 
cane, the trolley will continue down to lowest 
point of the track, when chains will be perfectly 
slack, admitting them to be easily unhooked. 
The track continues directly over and parallel 
with the side carrier, then to a switch and 
turntable, and from this it can be put on 
the empty storage track or return track to 
transfer station. 

The former incline is for the purpose of 
storing six to ten trolleys, with loads or bun- 
dles of cane; the track tender fills up this In- 
cline, and while that amount of cane Is being 
used at the feeder it gives him time to at- 
tend to other duties; for instance, storing 
cane on the storage .track for night use, 
etc. As the cane is required on the feeder, 
the movable stop is raised by means 
of a lever, allowing one trolley to pass and de- 
posit the bundle on the side carrier, the other 
trolleys will move down this incline until the 
next trolley strikes this stop, and as the side 
carrier moves up a sufficient distance to allow 
a small space between the two bundles, the 
next trolley is let down. The men at the car- 
rier. In the meantime, have unhooked one side 
of the chain from the first bundle on the side 
next to the main carrier, the other side re- 
maining hooked to the trolley and leaving 
cane in a position to be fed on main carrier. 
We allow the space of about twelve inches be- 
tween the two bundles when placed on the 
side carrier, thus preventing them joining or 
interlocking one another, which, of course, 
would make it more difiicnlt to feed. 

The side carrier is drawn from the main 
carrier or the mill direct and Is stopped and 
started by a friction clutch. After two or more 
loads have been placed on this carrier It Is 
stopped until the first load Is disposed of, then, 
started again to receive another load. In feed- 
ing cane on the carrier we use hooks. The 
side carrier Is placed as close to the main 
carrier as It is possible to get it— usually at a 
distance of about twelve Inches. When the 
chain Is unhooked the cane in the bundle be- 
comes disengaged and part of it will fall in the 
main carrier. 

The side carrier is made to accommodate 
any number of loads. For mill of 400 ton 
capacity, two loads are ample, and for larger 
mills the carrier should be longer accordingly. 

We find that four men will feed cane off this 
carrier at the rate of 300 tons for twenty -four 
hours. 

The actual cost of handling cane by the 
trolley system, estimating the entire expense 
about the cane yard, including the unloading 
of carts, the care of the storage of cane, for 



night use and the empty trolleys will average 
S^ cents per ton. While this has been accom- 
plished at a less figure on some places others 
are a little higher, due altogether to the class 
of labor employed. 



Handling: Cane at the Carrier. 

[A paper by Mr. R. J. McQmsToN, read before the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Assooiatlon, Febru- 
ary 10, 1898.1 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : 

It Is with somedelicacy that we accept your 
kind Invitation through your secretary, Mr. 
Dykers, to prepare a paper on the subject of 
^- Handling Cane at the Carrier,^' because it 
was not possible for us to inspect in operation 
many of the mechanical devices used during 
the last grinding season, or even to give our 
own the attention we should. 

We presume, however, that we may proceed 
with the assurance that the meritorious devices- 
other than our own will be amply represented 
at your meeting. 

The sugar houses of Louisiana are so unlike 
in construction, capacity, appliances in opera- 
tion and general surroundings that, in a great 
measure, each must be a *^ a law unto Itself.^' 
What is the best method for handling cane at 
the carrier of one mill might not be the best 
for another, even of the same capacity. 

However, for our purpose, we may consider 
our mills In a general way in three classes: 

First— Those receiving all their cane in 
standard gauge railroad cars. 

Second — Those receiving only in tram, or 
plantation cars, and 

Third— Those receiving only in carts or 
wagons. 

It is true that some of our mills receive cane 
by all of these methods at once, but they are the 
exception, and as indicated above existing 
conditions and surroundings must largely dic- 
tate the best method. 

Considering the first class mentioned, it 
seems the most favorable method is to roll the 
entire load out of the car by means of a powerful 
hoist and long chain slings, the latter having 
been placed crosswise of the car before load- 
ing, as Introduced at Gramercy, and later put 
in at Shadyside and other places. We are not 
prepared to state that this method will be 
greatly improved upon, although it would 
seem that the unloading process must leave the 
car load In a badly tangled mass; however, 
the system has the merit of unloading and re- 
leasing the cars quickly. There might be 
a question worthy of consideration, viz. : 
Whether It would not be more economical and 
satisfactory to detain the car a little longer 
and put the cane at the carrier just as It came 
from the cart, one cart load at a time. 

As for second class of mills, where the cane- 
arrives in tram cars, the only question is, How 
to get it out of the car and onto the carrier in 
the best possible manner. From what we 
know and have heard of the Bodley-Mallon 
Feeder, we feel justified in giving these gentle- 
men the fioor on this subject, and passing to 
the third class of mills, those receiving their 
cane In carts and wagons. In this class we- 
bave to deal with mills, nearly If not quite all' 
of which grind less than 500 tons of cane per 
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Iwenty-four boars. The greater nnmber of 
mills in this State are in this class, and per- 
haps their greatest expense, for the labor ac- 
complished, has been the feeding of the cane 
ground at night. This first attracted our at- 
tention in 1895, when, so far as we know, all 
the ^ 'night cane^^ was being carried to the 
carrier by hand. 

We explained our theories at that time to 
quite a number of planters, but met with little 
or no encouragement, and for the time lost 
most of our enthusiasm in the -matter. 

We were told by one planter that "His 
Dagoes and women made the night feeding go 
like clock work and good enough for him.'^ 

Another said "He had a certain number of 
men on the place whom he had to feed, and 
they might as well do this work." 

But, since that time, diyers devices for doing 
this work have sprung up, mushroom-like, 
and most of them, we believe, are more 
economical than the "by-hand" method. 

As most of you know, we erected three cane 
derricks last year for handling cane at the car- 
rier. One at Bayside plantation, near Jean- 
erette, one at Linwood plantation, near Bald- 
win, and one at Ridgefleld, Thibodaux. When 
these derricks were built the " sling" problem 
had not been entirely solved, and, to properly 
handle the one which finally proved to be best 
adapted to the work, we found it would be a 
great advantage to make minor but important 
changes in future construction. (It is difficult 
to cross a bridge before you get to it.) 

So that for obvious reasons, results were not 
obtained that season that might have been, 
notwithstanding the fact that the machines 
did all we expected of them, and gave ex- 
cellent satisfaction to those who had them. 
We trust the owners of the three cranes are at 
your meeting are willing to be interrogated 
by your members. 



Handling: Cane at the Carrier. 

[A papir by Mr. C. Robbrt Churchill, read before 
the Louisiana Sus:ar Planters' Association, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1898.] 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : 

The question of feeding cane carriers by 
means of a derrick operated by steam was so 
thoroughly exploited and discussed at a meet- 
ing of your association just one year ago that 
I do not feel as if I could add anything further 
to it to-night. 

I might say, however that, as Mr. McQuiston 
has just mentioned to you, we had three of 
these machines in operation during the past 
season, and, all tbings considered, they have 
proved a success, especially* for night working, 
wliich is by far the most laborious and expen- 
sive portion of theopeiationof carrier feeding. 
The derricks themselves turned out to be 
splendid pieces of mechanism, and their work- 
ings did every one who saw them, and who 
could appreciate ftrst-class machinery, an im- 
mense amount of good. The easy and rapid 
manner in which they could be made to pick 
up and carry around great loads weighing over 
two tons was simply wonderful to behold. 
I have seen during the past season operatives 
raising, swinging around and running out a 
load all at one time with as much ease as if he 
was winding a clock. 



Some few minor difficulties were expected 
and were of course met with, but these were 
overcome as soon as the operatives and hands 
became more skilful and versed in their re- 
spective duties. The question of slings was 
the one on which we anticipated the most diffi- 
culty, and was about the only one that we did 
have trouble with, but experience soon taught 
a way to overcome these obstacles just as it 
teaches us all other lessons in this great world 
of ours. 

It is not necessary to-night to detain you 
with the details of the operation of lifting from 
carts and storing or feeding; suffice to say that 
all of these details have been thoroughly 
worked out and we are prepared to fully eluci- 
date them to those interested in this method. 

If the load was to be stored the yard man 
followed the load and by means of a long po'e 
guided it into the position with a nicety. This 
whole operation took usually from one minute 
and nineteen seconds to two minutes, accord- 
ing to the distance the load had to go and the 
position in which It was to be placed. 

If the load was to be fed to the carrier direct, 
then it was simply lifted from the cart and 
placed at once on the platform, an operation 
that took from one-half to a whole minute. It 
is, of course, understood that when the load 
was to be stored the driver of the wagon or 
cart took his load to the point nearest where It 
was to be placed. If It was to be fed to the 
carrier he would drive near to the platform. 

The amount of cane left m the carts was 
generally only a very few stalks which the 
driver would throw into a pile on the carrier 
as he drove by. The few stalks that would 
drop from the loads while it was being swung 
around were picked up by a small boy, who 
also had other odds and ends to attend to. 

We found that the bundles of cane could be 
piled on top of one another without the least 
difficulty, and it was not an unusual thing to 
see three rows piled one above another. These 
could be picked up at will and carried to the 
platform without the bundles becoming loose. 
When the loads were locked they were locked 
for keeps. I might say here in this connection 
that at Melodla plantation bundles were loaded 
onto barges and most always piled at least two 
tiers high. The barges were then towed up 
the bayou to Laurel Valley, where the loads 
were removed and tripped into cars. It was a 
very unusual thing for a load to be dropped in 
either of these operations notwithstanding it 
was kept up the entire season. 

Our only trouble, as I have said, was with 
the slings, but as soon as the hands were taught 
how to place them and how to build up the 
loads in the carts or wagons these troubles 
practically ceased. This question has come up 
in every system now in operation and has given 
more or less trouble in every one of them. I 
will say, however, that so far as we are con- 
cerned it has been fully solved, and for the 
coming season no difficulties in that line are 
expected. 

We have here a number of photographs of 
the different derricks in operation and we will 
be more than pleased to have you examine 
them carefully after the meeting. We will take 
pleasure In carefully explaining all of them. 



The pictures show in a sort of vltascope man- 
ner all of the operations far better than any 
words can tell. There is only one thing that 
might show the workings more explicitly and 
that is a derrick itself, but we have hardly 
room enough here to exhibit one of them. 



Handling: Cane at the Carrier. 

[A paper by Mr. J. P. Kbmpbr, read before the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, Febru- 
ary 10, 1898.1 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : , 

The device which I am to describe this 
» evening is one designed by me for the pur- 
pose of storing, and feeding upon the car- 
rier, cane delivered at the mill in carts. 

While a majority of the large factories de- 
liver probably a greater percentage of their 
cane in cars, still they all deliver a great deal 
of cane In carts, and it is this cane which costs 
them excessively to handle. 

It requires time to back and place these 
carts, besides being very hard on the team. If 
there is any quantity of cane to be stored for 
night feeding, it has to be dumped a long 
distance from the carrier, thus involving the 
great expense, so familiar to us all, of em- 
ploying an enormous gang of hands to feed 
the carrier, and then get a poor feed during 
the last two hours of each watch. 

There is another item, of no little conse- 
quence connected with the old system of feed- 
ing carriers, and that Is the Increasing scarcity 
of desirable labor. 

Owing to the increased acreage, the negroes, 
even with the aid of the Italians, can not do it 
all, and we are obliged to employ professional 
tramps, who have not a thought above a full 
stomach and a place to sleep. 

1 mention these facts to show that we are 
being driven by the direst necessity to invent- 
ing means of cutting down labor expenses, in 
order that we might have employees enough 
to operate the sugar houses. 

Improved machinery makes room for skilled 
labor, which is, strange to say, easier to pro- 
cure than common labor, and much cheaper 
in the long run. 

This is not the first device of the kind that I 
have designed. I think I was about the first 
man to slide cane down an incline. I got up a 
scheme, three or four years ago, of hoisting 
cane from carts and storing on an incline, just 
as many are doing now. I had never seen It 
done before. I tried It, but would not state 
positively that it had not been done. 

It worked very satisfactorily, but when you 
considered the cost of flings, the extra time 
required to load cane in the carts (as every 
planter knows, it takes longer to load with 
slings than without), the lost time of the carts, 
waiting for the preceding cart to be unloaded; 
the occasional dropping of a load (which hap- 
pens tolerably often, and must then be picked 
up by hand) ; I concluded that even though 
that was an advanced step, it was not advanced 
enough. The saving was not worth the extra 
expense incurred. 

The device which I will describe this even- 
ing obviates all of these difficulties. Befer- 
ence to this model will show how extremely 
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simple It Is. It consists, you might say, of a 
table at right angles to the cane carrier. 

The width of this table should be about four- 
teen feet. Rucning the full length of it, 
about six feet apart, and sunk beneath the 
surface in narrow grooves, are two endless 
sprocket chains, driven by a drum at the end 
next to the cane carrier. This drum may be 
operated by a separate engine (preferred) or 
by shafting from the mill. The sprocket 
chains being beneath the surface of the table, 
in the grooves, do not interfere with the cane 
damped on the table ; the chains slide along 
* beneath the cane without disturbing it.- 

In order to feed the cane on to the carrier a 
load is dumped on the table. Immediately be- 
hind it a detached drag is placed, and fastened 
by two hooks into links of the sprocket chain 
beneath. The drum is set in motion, and the 
cane is dragged up to and onto the carrier. 
By means of a friction clutch, the rapidity of 
feeding the cane onto the carrier can be con- 
trolled at will. 

The quantity of cane put on the carrier can 
be regulated by the man at the clutch, almost 
to a stalk. Where crushers are used, one 
man with a hook to pull the cane over to the 
opposite side of the carrier, is all that is 
needed. 

At Glencoe, where I installed one last year, 
we have no crusher, and it was therefore nec- 
essary to have the cane distributed more uni- 
formly. We fed only about 250 tons a day, 
and I had one man to straighten the cane, be- 
sides the one who pulled it over with the hook. 
With this device, as with all others, the 
economy is in direct proportion to the quan- 
tity of cane fed. Practically, the same crew 
can feed 1000 tons per day as will feed 260 tons. 
Of course, the amount of storage capacity 
depends upon the length of these tables. This 
length has a practical limit, because, if very 
long, the friction would become too much of a 
factor. I have fixed this limit at 300 feet. 
This will store about forty loads (a load takes 
up pretty nearly eight feet). To increase the 
storage, you simply increase the number of 
these tables. 

The most satisfactory plan would be to 
plank the entire cane yard, and have these 
sprocket chains arranged in pairs along its 
surface (one pair about every 14 feet). The 
tables would not then require to be so long, 
the chains could consequently be a little 
lighter and the whole matter be more compact. 
One very desirable feature of this device is 
the fact that it does not spoil your cane yard 
for use as a shed room during the cultivating 
season. On the contrary, it being floored is 
all the more desirable. 



Handling: Cane at the Carrier. 

[A paper by Mr. J. W. Bodlby, read before the Louis- 
iana Sosrar Planters* Association, February 10, 
1898.1 

Mr. President and Gentlemen— Thank- 
ing you for the honor and the pleasure afford- 
ed me in the privilege of presenting to this 
association some thoughts upon the chosen 
topic of the evening, namely : 

Feeding the Cane Carrier, 
I shall not consume your time nor weary 
your patience in any unnecessary, untimely or 



tedious talk, about one or more mechanical 
devices intended to place cane on the carrier; 
leaving to the gentlemen who are patentees 
or promoters thereof their right and privilege 
of exploiting the merits of said appliances as 
they better than any one else can do. But I 
shall endeavor as t>est I may to draw a com- 
parison between the time-honored, expensive 
and up-to-date method of feeding the carrier 
by hand and an invention that has reduced 
the cost of that work to a minimum. 

From a ti ne when the memory of man runneth 
not to the contrary, the feeding of canes into 
small and generally upright mills was accom- 
plished by hand, one cane being fed at a time, 
'and when in later years larger mills came into 
use the band or cane carrier became a necessary 
auxiliary on to which the canes were placed 
by hand, and this, possibly, antediluvian, up- 
to-date method pertains wherever mills are 
run and cane is grown. Until this last week, 
in the month of February, 1898, under the 
brilliant sunshine of the afternoon tide of the 
nineteenth century, might have been heard 
the monotonous sound ^^ chopity clop, knock 
flop " of canes dropping one, two or more at a 
time, accompanied by the lurid execrations of 
the angry cane shed boss, exhorting the un- 
speakable sons of sunny Sicily to renewed 
energy, while the groaning, trembling, choking 
mill thundered its protests Into the ears of the 
owner thereof. 

Tis written '^uneasy lies the head that 
wears a ccown,'^ and uneasy lies the planter's 
head whose crown-wheel, or some other wheel, 
turnplate, housing or roller nec)c is in danger of 
augmenting the size of the junk account, and 
of diminishing the size of his bank account. 

And some one will say '' that is a gruesome 
picture.'- May I ask, is the picture overdrawn? 
Will not the experience of many planters in 
this State, if not in this presence, verify the 
statement that I have made? Yea, verily. 

But there is a silver lining to the cloud, and 
a brighter day at hand. A numl>er of those 
belated planters have proclaimed to the world 
in general, and to myseli in particular: *^Let 
others do as they may, but as for me and my 
sugar house, we have stopped short, never to 
go again, and relegated to the shades of innoc- 
uous desuetude, or to the dismal depths where 
the late lamented Mr. Maginty has forever 
gone, the last attempt to feed our mills by 
hand, and from now, henceforth, for all time, 
we will benefit ourselves, our heirs and assigns 
by installing a Bodley-Mallon Cane Carrier 
Feeder. 

This brings us right down to the bones of 
our subject for dissection, figures! And 
figures are sometimes very dry bones, but in 
this instance the dry bones live, move and 
prove that cane has been, can and will be 
placed on the carrier with a feeder for one 
cent or less per ton. Some say 8-10 of a cent, 
others % a cent, and one man says y^ of a 
cent. But that is figuring too near the ragged 
edge of zero for safety. If I might venture 
to voice the predictions of some thoughtful 
observers, I will say that the time will come 
before many years when the number of mills 
grinding from 500 to 1500 tons of cane per day 
will be in excess of those grinding less than 



500 per day, That, with increased facilities, 
railroad and better water transportation, the 
trend is more and more toward larger mills 
and central factories, and that the bulk of the 
sugar cane will be transported by rail, and 
where cane is boated by water, it will be 
transferred into cars, and from cars on to the 
carrier by machinery. 

Therefore It is well, in view of these facts, 
that we should govern ourselves accordingly, 
and prepare for the inevitable, namely, milling 
of larger tonnage of cane, and taking 1000 
tons of cane as a basis of comparison, we find 
that to transport 1000 tons of cane from the 
ground would require the labor of fifty men, 
and as one planter expressed it, ^^ fifty mighty 
good men," at an expense of $150 per day, or 
15 cents per ton (which is a low estimate), 
some planters paying for the moving of a less 
quantity of cane, 17 and 18 cents, and even 20 
cents per ton, and the larger the quantity of 
cane and the greater distance it has to be 
ported, the cost of the labor per ton would 
amount up rapidly. 

It Is a reasonable expectation that an expen- 
sive^mlU grinding 1000 tons of cane per day, 
would run, say, seventy days, requiring $10,- 
500 at $150 per day, or 15 cents per ton, to feed 
the carrier by hand. 

In this estimate is not included the expense 
of housing the laborers and their families and 
of labor agents, railroad fares, etc., stoppage 
of the mill for want of cane— a very heavy loss 
that might be avoided if those laborers were 
in the field cutting cane for the mill. Four 
watches of one man each at 75 cents per watch, 
for seventy days, costs $3 per day, or $210 for 
seventy days' grinding of 70,000 tons of cane 
transferred with a feeder, as against $10,500 
costs of feeding the same amount of cane by 
hand — a difference in one year in favor of the 
feeder of $10,290. To which might be added 
3 cents a ton, or $3000, where the cost of mov- 
ing the cane is 18 instead of 15 cents per ton, 
as before stated. 

But some one says : ^* What about the cost 
of lowering the car sides and placing of the 
cars?" This item might properly be charged 
in the transportation account, but admitting 
that charge against the feeder, we calculate 
the cost of two car shifters for 12 -foot cars at 
60 cents each, per watch, four watches, $4.80 
per day, or $316 for seventy days'' grinding, 
leaving a balance in favor of the feeder of 
$9974; and again deducting for one extra man, 
$168, where 16-foot cars are used, still leaves 
a balance of $9806 in favor of the feeder— /eed- 
ing carrier at 1 cent a ton^ as against 15 to 18 
cents per ton. 

But why have you not included the cost of 
the hands spreading the cane? Because none 
are employed for that work— the friction 
clutches of feeder being so sensitive to the 
movement of the levers hold any bunches of 
cane liable to fall until the surplus is carried 
toward the mill, and consequently a uniform 
feed is secured. Besides which that part of 
the carrier adjacent to feeder is lowered and 
the greater fall causes the canes to spread 
themselves. 
A planter who watched the 1000- ton feed in 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 111.] 
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Sacks Rough. 

^ 409,555 
^ 369,746 
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5ugar. 

At the close of the week the sugar 
market was active and strong and the 
movement was brisk. Receipts were 
fairly ^ood, but sales were greatly in 
excess of arrivals. 



Molasses. 

The market for open kettle molasses 
was strong at the end of the week, as 
was also the market for centrifugal 
goods. 

Rice. 

A firm tone prevailed in the rough 
rice market at the close of the week, 
and a fair amount of transactions were 
reported. Clean was steady, with a good 
demand. 

Handling: Cane at the Carrier. 
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twenty- three hours to mill at plantation of 
Meaers. Dugas & LeBlanc, in the parish of As- 
8tiinption, thought the feeder would not work 
80 well where there was no crusher, but the 
eyen 600- ton feed, and the 300 -ton feed, on to 
the two carriers of Messrs. Trosclalr <fe Ro- 
bichaux, Lafourche parish, declare the feeder 
a success, be the required feed great or small ; 
the capacity of the feeder being limited only 
by the amount of cane that can be brought to 
it and carried away to the mill. 

Will the feeder unload standard size railroad 
carsV 

Yes, or any other size cars, from thirty-six 
feet down to six-foot cars on same traclc — with 
a third rail for the small cars, with the same 
feeder, sections of which are lowered into cars 
according to their length. 

How about lowering the sides of large cars, 
which is objected to by the railroad authorities? 
No objection whatever, provided the stakes are 
placed in the pockets of cars in the regular 
way, in which case any form of hinged side to 
let down is allowable, but a very good plan is 
to raise the entire side one foot out of the 



pocket with rope tackle attached to a crab 
turned by one man, and then push the car in 
reach of the feeder — the side remaining sus- 
pended until car is unloaded, and the side is 
then quickly replaced. 

To unload a thirty -three foot car of cane by 
hand requires the labor of seven or more men 
at least sixty minutes ; the feeder would do the 
same work in one-tenth of that time, if the 
mill would take the cane as rapidly as it could 
be unloaded. 

Several horse-power only is required to op- 
erate the feeder, it being turned by a shaft 
preferably moved by a sprocket wheel bolted 
to end of upper roller shaft, from which a 
sprocket chain is run to shaft that operates the 
feeder, but an independent small engine or any 
other power could be utilized. 

Regarding the wear and tear and cost of 
maintaining the feeder, that Is as near a mini- 
mum as any machine that we can conceive of. 

Replying to the question sometimes asked: 
"How can a planter use the feeder who has 
no railroad? In that case he should use 
enough cars for the night storage of cane — 
eight or ten would be suitlcient for day work. 
Planters who have cane brought by tenants, or 
with their own carts and wagons, can transfer 
the loads onto a platform within reach of the 
feeder, by means of any one. of the several 
transfers now used. 

The feeders are erected, operated and tested 
at the factory in Staunton, Va., and can be 
shipped to any part of the world, knocked 
down, weight minimum car load, and can be 
readily set up by any ordinary mechanic over 
any cane carrier or at the outer end of same 
(carrier to be extended), whether there be a 
cane shed or not to attach It to. 

There Is but one objection that we have 
heard against the feeder, and I would apolo- 
gize to our planter friends for referring to it, 
if it were not pertinent to the subject that we 
are considering, and that is that It knocks out 
manual labor. Well, that is true In one sense, 
and not true in another sense. The fact is 
self-evident that without labor-saving imple- 
ments and devices, the days of sugar planting 
in Louisiana would have been numbered long 
ago, and consequently there could have been 
no employment for labor. But as the sugar 



planters utilize improved machinery to culti- 
vate more land they employ more labor, in- 
stead of displacing labor. 

Jn conclusion it is eminently right and 
proper that I should give credit where credit 
Is due, for It is owing to the efforts of one 
man, who, when others had grown discour- 
aged and had given up further attempts to 
work out the problem, he with untiring en- 
ergy persisted in pushing to success a ma- 
chine that will and is now revolutionizing the 
feeding of the cane carrier. I scarcely need 
to mention the name of the inventor of the 
stubble digger, stubble shaver, and many 
other well-known and commonly used imple- 
ments—Col. James Mallon, of New Orleans. 



Sugar in London. 

The tone of the raw market has been de- 
cidedly dull, but this is not unusual at this time 
of the year, and although the price of beet is 
lower almost daily now, the decline is so frac- 
tional that it does not amount to more than 
l^d. to 2>^d. per cwt. at the end of the week. 
As regards actual supplies of sugar, the effect 
of the mild winter and open navigation on the 
continent Is seen in the imports of sugar to the 
United Kingdom since January 1, the figures 
showing a considerable Increase both of raw 
and refined. It can not be denied, however, 
that the state of the market is much more 
healthy under such circumstances, and in addi- 
tion an artificial rise In value, caused by tem- 
porary scarcity, Is thereby avoided. Whether 
from dullness of trade, or expectations of 
larger weekly receipts of sugar in Cuba, the 
American markets have shown signs of weak- 
ness, notwithstanding a further steady reduc- 
tion In stocks, which are smaller than those of 
last year. There has been very little demand 
here for cane sugars lately, either refining or 
grocery sorts, but holders liave refrained from 
pressing them for sale, and as the weight 
available is by no means excessive values are 
steadily maintained. The imports of crystal- 
lized raws to London for the week ending 20th 
inst. amounted to 1931 tons, and for this year 
to 3427 tons, against 4167 tons in 1897.— Pro- 
duce Markets lieviexo^ January 22. 



W. B. Pearce, of New Iberia, was in the city 
on a visit a few days ago. 
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WANTS. 



We will publish in this column, free of charge until 
fnrthernotice, the appUcntions of all manafl^ers, over- 
tMn, engineers and sngar makers, and others who may 
^e seeking positions in the conntrr. and also the wants 
of planters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED -POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five vears' experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; tingle; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. s-io 98 



WANTED— SUGAR HOUSE ENGINEERS, 
chemists and sugar boilers: none but first-class 
and experienced raen need apply. Address E. H. 
DYER AGO., 3ioByrne Block, Los Angeles, Oal. 

j-9-98 



WANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. 3-S 93 



fTTANTED— A POSITION AS} ELECTRICIAN 
W on a plantation ; has had many years* experience ; 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, a^^js 
Chartres street. a -S -9^ 



-TO-ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
*^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BBRGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. 3-5-9S 



TXTANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
V* considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions ,ior coming campaign : the best 
of references on application. Address ** C&YsTALS." 
care Planter, »-S*9^ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years' experience; C'ln fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, 2630 
Dauphine street. 3-3-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS ASSISTANT BN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years* 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 51S Louisa 
street. a-3-^ 



WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for 1S9S, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDKY. Convent, La. 
a-3-98 



WANTED- A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
m the country; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 



W^ 



rANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 

and mechanic for Mexico : can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 
' -34-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. i- 34-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a suear or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 

ANTED- A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 

jgtrdener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 193S St. Louis street, city. 
1-31-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the cominff season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. 1 -30-98 

TXTANTED-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
V* man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKEN BROS.. Eola 
La. 1-30-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks Knglisn and French; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX, P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-9S 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years* ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work ; be«t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 834 First 
street, New Orleans. 1-15-98 

WANTED-POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; has had five vears' experience as both; 
best of references furnished. Address A., care this 
office. 1-17.08 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 

T V sistant encrineer: has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish nrst- class references. Address F 



O, W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 



1-18-98 



W-ANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^^ has had seven years* experience; can furnish jrooa 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street. iii-gS 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 

1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1S98; 
At references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-98 



WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good references. Address 
BOX 73, Raton Ronge, La. 1-11-98 



ITT ANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
W good references wishes to learn some eood busi- 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

1-11-98 



W 



ANTED— BY A FIHST-CLASS ENGINEER 



. . position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years^ 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER aoao, this office. i - 1 1-98 



WANTED-A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar f sctory ; 
graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years* expenenco as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Sution. Address P. O. BOX 433, Logan, 
Utah. in-93 



rTTANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 

W family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Fianklin street, city. 1-13-98. 



WANTED-A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 
rice plantation ; satisfaction guaranteed. Address W. 
C. B., 537 Henry Clsy avenue, 5lew Orleans. i -5-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
189S, by a man of long experience, who can 
fiimish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3-98 



TTITANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
** boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Ox leans. 

'»-«-97 



W 



ANTED- POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
. . ager or overseer on sngar plantation for 1898, by a 
single young man with four years* experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly temperate: 
best references furnished. Address ** OVERSEER,*^ 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vlllc, La. 13-30-97 



WANTED— A SITUATION A8 FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for i^; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houms, La. 13-30-97 



WANTED - SITUATION BY A GBRMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 
references on hsnd. Address A. B., 618 St. Louis street, 
citv. 13-38-97 



WANTBD'A POSITION AS OVERSEER OH 
manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years* experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address B. C. MARSHALL, CheneyrUle, Ls. 
'«-7-97' 



WANTED— By a young lady of several years* ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; English, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; highest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z, care Plawtbr. t»-3-97 



ANTED— A position ss manager on a sugar 
planUtion for 1898, by a practical cultivator of 
large experience, who cvn furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of Tke CJu'tf, Donaldeooville, La. 

13-3.97 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 189800 
elantation, as msnager or assistant or time and book- 
eeper ; experienced, and can give good reference. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. 13-4-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
itands his business. Address HI7STLBB, 1100 Dante 
street, New Orleans, La. 13-8-97 



WANTED-A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, 34 
years of age, desires a position in a sugar hoose 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic in France and in the most imporUnt sugar 
houses in Cuba. AddreyM. N., this office. 10-S397. 



WANTKD-A POSITION ON A FLANTATiON 
as centrifugal man, by a first-class sugar drier. 
Address H. A. WHALEY, care of Wm. Johnton, 7000 
Mairazine street. New Orleans. 9-38-97 



WANTED— HOSTLER FOR MEDWAY PLAN' 
tation, Bayou SaW, St. Mary parish. Apply with 
reference to D. J.*KER, North Bend Plantation, Foster 
P. O., La. 

WANTED— A POSITION; A HANDYMAN ON 
a plantation ; can furnish recommendation. Ad- 
dress WM. J. TONGLET, 4«3 Royal street. New Or- 
leans, La.^ "-8-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR WEIGHER 
or clerk or fireman: can fill any with compe- 
tency. AddressA.J.CASTIN, 1539 MandeviUe street, 
city. ^^"ff- 



boiler or chemist of some sugar factory or estate in Cuba^ 
Hawaii or Mexico ; have had fourteen years of practicsl 
experience in manufacture of sugar. Address bUGAKr 
Waggaman P. O., Jctferson Parish, La. "-7-97 



nrrANTED-BY A RELIABLE MAN OF EXPB- 
W rience, a position as sugar maker: well up in the 
management of central factories. Address SUGAn 
MAKER, No. 1716 Baronne street. New Orleans. 
to- 1 4-97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER 
by a competent man, who can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address ALPHON8E CARRILLOUX, Deten- 
tion Camp, Waggaman, La. 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 

an experienced, energetic and sober youngj>lan- 

ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 



W 



Whitecastle, La. 



1338-97 



WANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
** ber young man wanta position as manager of small 
store on planUtion, on salary or commission; gilt-edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
Kpa Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. 13-38 07 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years* experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Dally Journal, Plaque - 
mine. La. 13-33 97* 



WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans La. 

«a-a3-97 

TXTANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
'^ sober young man wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation; salary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1938 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. 13-17-97 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 

sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
ong experience, and can furnish eood references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 



W' 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be hsd for 
1898. P t living salary. Address BOB, Pon Allen, Lai 
ft -16.97 



TXrANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
* ' manager on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recom- 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and l».apides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office, ia-16-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 

113-15-97 



ANTED- A POSITION AS ASUGARMAKBRf 
willing to do his own polarixstion; has had 
eighteen years* experience ; can furnish reference. Ad- 
dress ALFRED ROUSSEAU, this office. 1 1 4-97 



W 



W 



ANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 

has had eighteen years* experience; can fumisft 

reference. Address M. MONTEGUDO, iSf 

30 10-97. ^ 



good 

Enghien street, city, 



WANTED-A POSITION AS CARPENTER AND 
millwright: understand putting up shafting and 
settinflf up machinery: twenty years* experience. Ad- 
dress GEORGE HINMAN, Franklin and Josephme 
streets. New Orleans, La. u-i-^ 

WANTED-BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS* 
experience in sugar manufacture and refining a 
position in Louisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries and factories : can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Address H. S. R., Bex 
1386, New Orieans, La. "-9-97 



All the Machinery In the Deer Range 
Sugar House on the Lower Coast, consisting 
of Double Mill, Boilers, Clarlfiers, Open Steam 
Train, Vacuum Pan, Centrifugals, Sugar Pack- 
er, Conveyor, Sugar Wagons, Pumps and En- 
gines, comprising a complete outfit of Sugar 
Machinery with a capacity of fully 3,000,000 
lbs. sugar. For further particulars apply to 

T. S. WILKINSON, 

Room J, Morris Buildinsr, 5th Floor* 
NEW ORLEANS. 
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McCall Brothen, 
If cCall A Legendre, 
Leon Godchanz, 

t ISMS Teller, 
. Lemann A Bro. 
Leoace Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 

tohn Dymond, 
)salel Thompson, 
Poos A Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Ladus PorsTth Jr., 
Bdward J. Gay, 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
BmUeRost, 
Thomas D. Mfller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T.G.McLaury. 
USw Clark, 
J. B. Lerert, 
Simpson Homor, 
W. 6. Bioomfield, 
W. W. SutcUffe, 
Johns. Moore, 
Jtass C. Murphy, 
Jos,Webre, 



LIST OP 5TOCKHOLDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Lucien Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 



W,J, Behan, 

tT. Moore, Jr., 
d wards A Haubtma 
iohn A. Morris, 
I, H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E. A J. Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish I ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUiken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob, 



BZBCunyB committbb: 



Henry McCall, 
Lnden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

0. H. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



Cane Plantins:. 

Reports from the country indicate that 
the important operation of planting cane 
has progressed during the week under 
conditions which were, on the whole, 
favorable, though enough rain fell at 
the beginning and at the end of the 
period under review to give some cause 
for complaint. On Thursday a particu- 
larly good opportunity was given to 
those who like to rail at the vagaries of 
the weather, a heavy soaking rain fall- 
ing all day aud bringing field work to a 
complete standstill. On some places, 
however, planting is finished, and the 
general verdict seems to be that seed 
cane is all right, and more of the same 
Bort with which to plant additional areas 
would be gladly welcomed. 



Burmah Rice. 



Our Calcutta correspondent, under 
date of January 20, reports to us on the 
prospects of the Burmah rice crop as fol- 
lows : 

Summary of reports on the rice crop, pros- 
pects on the Slat December, 1897 in the four- 
teen chief rice-producing districts of lower 
Burmah. The total area under paddy cultiva- 
tion is now reported as 5,528,837 acres or 4,469 
acres more than the estimate given last month 
and 304,775 acres more tban toe actuals of last 
year. Heaping is now approaching comple- 
tion. There are no material changes from last 
month. It is now estimated that there will be 
available for export 1,900,000 tons of cargo 
rice, equivalent to 32,203,400 cwt. of cleaned 
rice. 

From these data our readers may gain 

some idea of the enormous production 

of rice in the East Indies. We here 

find an estimate of rice available for 

export to the extent of 1,900,000 long 

tons, and equivalent to 40,000,000 bags 

of Louisiana rough rice. The East 

Indies would seem to be able to flood 

the world with rice and yet they must 

keep immense supplies for their rice 

comsumption, as it is their chief food. 



Hawaiian Sugar. 

In another column we reprint from 
the Orange J add Farmer bl graphic state- 



ment of the extent to which the Hawaii* 
an Islands will supply us with sugar. 
One-half the area of the United States 
may be fully covered now, so far as its 
sugar consumption is concerned, by the 
sugar Hawaii sent to us in 1897. It is 
useless to say this is a sparsely settled 
territory. Its population is large, big 
enough to send two Senators from each 
State, and these people are large con- 
sumers of sugar, bnt the 250,000 short 
tons sent to us by Hawaii is enough to 
feed them all to the average quantity 
consumed in the United States, We 
hope our Hawaiian annexationists will 
study this matter. No wonder the beet 
factories stand paralyzed by the prospec- 
tive, and, in fact, present, invasion of 
their territory by the Hawaiian, Kanaka, 
Ghino-Japanese indentured, or semi- 
slave labor produced sugar. 

~ ~~ • 
Does Pumping Hasse Cuite Interfere 
wltli Crystallization. 

[Special Corre«poDdenoe.] 
Hawaii, H. 1. January 25. 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: In your edition 
of the first inst., in your reference to reports 
to Hawaiian su^^ar planters you say thabyou 
think that the cause of the No. 4 sugar foam- 
ing in very small grains is not due to its being 
pumped from the pan to the large tank, bnt 
is more likely due to the small grains in the 
molasses from which it was boiled, not having 
been melted out. Since reporting on this, I 
have raised the pan so that masse cuite will 
flow. by gravity into the tank. If I find that our 
troubles have been overcome through this 
change I will drop you a line and let you 
know. Our mills will be started up. shortly. 

Before deciding upon the raising of the pan, 
I watched the boiling of the molasses very 
closely, one experiment being to let a part of ' 
a strike into cars without its passing through 
the pumps. The cars formed good sugar, and 
the same masse cuite after being t>uu]ped 
formed grain too fine to drop. This same 
sugar taken from the tank, remelted and re- 
boiled, also made sugar of a good grain. 

As the sugar was in the molasses some cause 
prevented its graining properly in our steel 
tank. Thinking it might be caused through 
leak transmitted from one compartment to the 
adjoining, I distributed the molasses in com- 
partments far enough apart to overcome the 
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trouble from this oaute, bat the fine ^raia re- 
mained. A former experience satisfied me 
tiiat the, pumping did affect the masse cuite. 

Four or five years ago, and for some years 
preceding, we used a large cement tank and 
cistern in which to store No. 4 sugar. This 
was boiled in a horizontal pan and drained to 
the cistern. About four years ago the two- 
inch wrought iron tubes gave out, and I dis- 
continued the use of the pan, boiling in a 
pommonpan, and pumping the molasses to 
the cement cistern. When I wanted to dry 
this, I found the grain too fine to centrifugal. 
I experimented on it in every way I could 
thinit; of— in cars, etc., but finally had to boll a 
lot of It over, and let it into cars. Of course, 
I thought of everything that would have an 
effect on our molasses, better extraction, etc., 
but now, from later experience, I feel satisfied 
that the pumping caused most of our troubles. 
I don't Icnow in what way, unless in sputtering 
from discharge pipe, it became saturated with 
air, which remained in the molasses— and pre- 
vented the grains from forming to the re- 
quired size. The above is my experience, and 
from it [ hope to overcome the trouble by the 
raising of our pan. 

Should it be O. K. will let you know, l 
have written this because you had expressed 
im opinion, and I saw that you were Interested. 

Now, while I am at it, I would like to call 
your attention to another subject, viz : To the 
No. 4 molasses that caught on fire from spon- 
taneous combustion at the Hamakua mill. 
This was remarked on by you, I believe. It is 
li very unusual occurrence, and I have thought 
that the clarlphos that was used at that mill 
last year might in some way be responsible for 
the trouble. * There is but a thin solution of 
phosphoric acid used, but the water may be 
evaporated, leaving the acid in an active state. 
The clarlphos is received with 48 per cent, 
phosphoric acid and Is diluted 1 to 10 per cent, 
and two gallons of solution used to 1000 gal- 
lons of Juice. As I said, the water may 
evaporate, leaving the acid to ignite the mo- 
lasses. I have not heard this stated as a sup- 
posed cause, and am not chemist enough to 
)mow what the result might be, and as they 
have analyzed the ashes, etc., at the experi- 
ment station at Honolulu, I suppose Dr. Max- 
well would have thought of the cause, had 
this been it. I think it might be a very im- 
portant factor. Occidental. 

Our oorrespondent certainly makes 
out an excellent case for his hypothesis 
as to the indifferent crystallization of 
masse cuite pumped into tanks as com- 
pared with that sent there by gravity. 
Forty years ago sugar refining was car- 
ped on practically without pumps. The 
packages of raw sugar were hoisted to 
the top of the tall sugar houses, there 
melted, clarified, filtered, boiled to grain 
and centrifugaled, each process on a 
floor below the previous one, and all this 
to prevent pumping of sugar in any 
shp,pe, thin solutions or thif»k. 



Since then this has all been: changed. 
The sugars are melted on the ground 
floor and the solutions pumped to the 
top of the house. Pumps are used to 
pump the material at various stages and 
the old horror of pumping sugar solu- 
tions seems to have passed away entirely. 
Sugar refineries are still built very tall, 
both to facilitate gravity filtration 
through bone-black, but it has been said 
by some English refineries that high 
buildings were no longer necessary and 
that one of the best new English sugar 
refineries was a series of low buildings. 

The old iden of injury from pumping 
was based upon the making of wrought 
iron or upon candy manufacture. Any 
crystalline matter that can be worked 
becomes thus laminated or fibrous, but 
the material must have sufficient crys- 
talline consistence to be liable to this 
injury or change by working and it has 
long been found that thin sugar solu- 
tions were not injured by pumping and 
it has been thought that masse cuite 
was not injured by stirring in a mixer 
and perhaps not even by pumping. We 
don't know that such pumps are now 
used by the American Sugar Refining 
Company, but they have been within a 
few years. • 

Again, the present tendency among 
sugar manufacturers is toward crystal- 
lization in motion of course for all high 
grade sugars, but now for the low 
grades, the refractory sugars that we 
have always thought would only crys- 
tallize at rest, it is found that they will 
crystallize equally well in motion and in 
one-tenth the time. 

All this would seem to show a good, 
slow-moving Magma pump will not 
injure the crystallizing capacity of low 
grade sugars, but our correspondent's 
data is so convincing that we now 
tend to adopt his conclusions, that 
pumping of masse cuite is injurious, and 
especially so if the changes he has made 
confirm the accuracy of his judgment 
by the subsequent better results thus 
obtained. 

We may say in closing that the chief 
and constant cause of smeary strikes of 
low grade sugar is the non-melting of 
the small grains that escape with the 
molasses through the centrifugal screens. 
If these be present, they are so numer- 
ous as to become the nuclei for millions 
of small grains that won't work, while, 
if melted out, the regular grain will 



come in due course, and the maBse ooite 
work well. 



Hawaiian ideas on Cane Mills. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana PlanUr: The Mlrxlees, 
Talt and Yaryan Company of Scotland is to 
the front with gome of the finest catalogues 
ever seen here. The number and the variety 
of their mills are something immense and 
vary in sizes from a 10xl2-inch to 48x84- inch. 
The roller, of 48 inches in diameter and 84 inches 
long are said to be the largest in the world. 
The changes in construction are many -and in 
in most instances in the right direction. For 
instance, in their latest design of three-roller 
mill the top roller is flanged instead of the 
dde roller, which I consider a decided im- 
provement, as it does away with the ^' choolcs- 
tbat are asaally fixed to the ends of the torn- 
plate or trash bar, which are often a naisanoe 
The side cap bolts, too, now pass right across 
the cheek pieces, the same as in American-made 
mills, and the side rollers are adjusted by 
wedges having bolts to draw them up, or to 
let them down as the case may be, and they 
are more convenient than the old method. 
Another new departure is to place the cap 
bolts of the top roller on the outside of the 
axles of the side rollers instead of on the in<» 
side, as is the usual practice. This change is 
another move in the right direction, because 
it permits the tumplate to be much narrower 
and brings the rollers nearer together, and 
consequently reduces the tumplate friction, 
and at the same time gives better extraction. 

They have also made an improvement in th% 
tumplate, or what they call the new 
*^ rocker ^^ trash turner. They have also a 
patent automatic pressure regulator called the 
*^ Toggle 'Gear,** which is said to be superior 
to the hydraulic pressure regulator. They have 
also water circulating connection pipes for 
cooling the bearing. These may be considered 
small affairs, but I can say from experience 
that they are of great assistance in keeping 
the bearing cool, and as the water circulates 
in the recesses of the brass without going lato 
the bearing, it is a decided improvement. 

This firm also gives some useful data in re« 
gard to extraction, and although not intended* 
to be exact, it gives a good idea of the differ- 
ent values of the various machines. For in* 
stance, the three-roll mill extracts 64 per oent 
of the weight of the cane, and loses in the 
trash 27 per cent. The three-roll mill, fol- 
lowed by a two -roll, extracts 75 per cent., and 
loses in trash 19.59 per cent. The two three- 
roll mills followed by a two-roll mill extracts 
80 per cent., and the three-roll mill extracts 
82 per cent. These figures are admitted to be 
rather below than above the usual practice, 
but nevertheless they give a good idea of the 
advantage of improvement. 

The gain or value of the extra sugar ob- 
tained by double crushing on a crop of 25,000 
tons of cane is estimated at $12,775, while the 
gain of a nine-roller plant is £5882 or $29,410. 
These favorable results will, I think, open the 
eyes of some of the planters to the advantage 
of double and triple crushing. It may also be 



Digitized by 



Google 



felmi^)pyl9, 1898.] THB LOUISIANA PLANTBlt AND SUGAR MANUFAOTURER. 



116 



iatereftiBg to know that they recommend naing 
the thin julee from the last mill for maceration, 
which is already in practice here. They also 
give some useful information in regaid to 
iteam boilers, and state that after an exper- 
ience of fifty years they find nothing better or 
more economical than the multi-tubular boiler. 
Geo. Osborne. 
Kukaiau, Hawaii, IT. L.January 20^ 1898, 

' Onr correspondent enthuses a little 
oyer these Scotch cane mills, but simply 
because of his lack of familiarity with 
oar American cane mills. The United 
States is now leading the world in cane 
mill manufacture, and almost every im- 
provement noted by him as now intro- 
duced into the new Scotch mills has 
been in use here for from ten to twenty 
years. The canny Scotch are a little 
glow, but they recognize a good thing in 
the end, and Anally adopt it, even if it 
be American. 

To particularize: the 48-inch by 84- 
inch mill referred to stands surpassed 
by the 60-inch mill built ten years ago 
by Leeds & Co. for the Caflfery factory 
of St. Mary parish. La. That mill has 
seven rollers grouped in one 3-roller 
mill and two 2-roller mills. It has 
been found that the 60-inch mill does 
not give as satisfactory results as was 
expected. The diameter is too large 
and the expressed juice, can not escape 
from the bagasse and goes through the 
mill with it, to some extent. A reaction 
ia taking place here as to cane mill 
diameters, and 48 inches named by 
the Scotchmen is too large to do the 
best work. Louisiana practice now in- 
dicates 34 inches as about the best 
diameter for cane mill work, the roller 
lengths to be determined by the work 
required. 

The flanging of the top roller instead 
of flanging the bottom two, to which our 
correspondent refers as a further im- 
provement, has long been done in Lou- 
isiana — we should say for ten years, 
any way. 

The passing of the side cap bolts 
across the housing or check pieces or 
end frames, as they are variously called, 
has been the practice here for twenty 
years, and was flrst done at the Johnson 
Iron Works, now the Whitney Iron 
Works, by its manager, Mr. Churchill, 
after a discussion of the merits of the 
plan by Mr, Churchill with the writer. 
These housings are called French hous- 
ings here to this day, having beau I 



adopted from the invention of Mr. 
Bousselot, of Martinique. 

The placing of the top cap bolts, or 
king bolts, as we often call them, outside 
the journals of the bottom rollers may 
be a new departure, although cane mills 
with diagonal bolts have been offered 
for years, but never secured the confi- 
dence of the sugar engineering world. 
Short tee head bolts were used to secure 
the top cap more than twenty years ago 
by the West Point Iron Works, New 
York, in a cane mill made for Cubal 
The tee head took the top roller strain 
in the upper part of the housing, but 
the plan never came into extended use, 
so far as we know. More recently the 
king bolts have been drawn closer to- 
gether at the bottom than at the top. 
For instance, in a mill where the bolts 
were twenty inches apart at the top 
from centre to centre, they might be 
drawn to but fifteen inches at the bot- 
tom washer, thus permitting the closer 
approach of the bottom roller to each 
other and the use of a narrower turn- 
plate. 



Our oorresponddnt must know that the 
so-called new Voeher irash turner is 
simply an infringement on Mr. Flower's 
patent turnplate in use in the famous 
9 -roller Cora mill, one of which has 
been in use in the Sandwich Islands for 
a number of years. As to the patent 
automatic pressure regulator called the 
^gg^^ g^r, it is certainly an infringe- 
ment on Mr. Brulard's patent device of 
that kind, exploited here years ago. 

One thing that has held the West 
Indies back, as much as they now s^dw 
themselves to he, has been the slowness 
of British sugar machinery manufact- 
urers to awaken to the needs of the day 
and produce modern and effective types'. 
It is somewhat amusing, now that they 
have been somewhat aroused by finding 
Germany invading their own markets, to 
find them adopting American ideas and 
claiming them as their own, even if bad, 
as is the 48-inch cane mill. 



Mr. R. R. Barrow, a prominent BUgar planter 
and business man of Hoama, was a recent vli* 
iter to New Orleans. He was aocompanied hy 
Mrs. Barrow. 



Ftom Orange Judd Farmer of Chicago, (or Feb 5, 1898, (viesiern editirp American Ag- 

riculcurist.) 

Hawaiian Sugar Supplies Half the United States. 

Over 500,000,000 pounds of sugar were imported in the United States from the Sandwich 
Islands during l,8i>7. This was enough to supply the 9,000,000 people who live in that half of 
the country west of the Missouri river, as indicated in the above map. The Hawaiian sugar 
was enough to supply the great Central States of Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan for 
one year, or Ohio and Pennsylvania, or nearly enough for New Yorlc and New England. It was 
six times as much as all the beet sugar produced in the United States. In most of the Western 
States, this Hawaiian sugar can undersell domestic by one cent per pound— the fact that no'^r 
makes capital hesitate to embarlc in our otherwise promising beet sugar industry. 

Hawaii is now sending the United States about twenty times as much sugar as she did prior 
to the reciprocity treaty of 1876. Yet it was asserted then as now, that she had reached her 
limit of sugar production. The truth is, Hawaiian exports of sugar to the United States have 
increased 68 per cent, in the past three years— from 306,000,000 pounds in 1894 to 502,000,000 
pounds last year. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension* 

LSpeolal OorrespoiKtoiioe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: We were favored 
with beautiful weather daring the past week 
up to Thursday momiog, when a driving rain 
set in and continued with varying volume 
throughout the day. The precipitation has 
been quite heavy and the prospect at this writ- 
ing is that there will be more of the same be- 
fore the episode of dampness is closed. 

The cane-planting campaign was proceed- 
ing with great vigor when interrupted by the 
wet spell, and reports of its progress were 
almost universally favorable, the main draw- 
back being shortness of the quantlQr of seed. 
It is reported that Messrs. Lebermuth & Israel 
are confronted with a deticit of this kind on 
their Salsburg plantation in St. James, and 
will be fifty acres short of the area they had 
intended to plant. 

On Messrs. Bernard & Brother's Belle Terre 
place, Assumption, tbe supply and demand 
promise to be nip and tuck, with nothing to 
brag of one way or the other. Planting would 
have been finished at Belle Terre this week but 
for Thursday's rain. 

The only complaint with reference to the 
quality of the seed that has reached your cor- 
correspondent pertains to its sprouting, and as 
an assistant manager remarked a day or two 
ago, " We've got used to that." If no very 
severe weather occurs before the end of the 
winter season, this tendency to sprout will 
scarcely be regarded as a serious drawback. 

There is little uniformity as to the stage of 
work on the plantations of this parish and sec- 
tion, some having finished planting, others 
being nearly through and still others having a 
large proportion of their cane still trans- 
planted. 

Messrs. J. L. Rolling and C. S. McFarland 
recently sold their Little St. Rose plantation, 
in St. James, to Mr. Prudent Keller for $27,500, 
and Mr. •Rolling has purchased Mr. Keller's 
half interest in the Pike's Peak place, same 
parish, on the basis of a. valuation of $70,000 
for the whole plantation. Pike's Peak is now 
owned by Messrs. J. D. Gasklns and J. L. 
Rolling, under the firm name of Gasklns & 
Rolling. The new levee at Pike's Peak, con- 
cerning which some uneasiness was felt owing 
to its unfinished state and the rapidly rising 
river, has been completed and 19 now regarded 
safe. It is to be fascined to protect it from 
wave wash. 

The fair for the benefit of Bumside Chapel 
and the attendant shoot, which was one of the 
principal features of the entertainment, came 
off according to appointment last Saturday, 
and proved most enjoyable and successful in 
every particular. The attendance was large, 
the arrangements perfect and everybody 
present had a royal good time. The financial 
proceeds aggregated $287.20, a result that met 
the most sanguine expectations. An error was 
made in this correspondence last week In des- 
ignating the new house of worship at Bum- 
side as an Episcopal chapel, the fact being that 
it is non-sectarian, or as Dr. Miles expresses 
it, •* a 16 to 1, free for all chapel." The initial 



services will be held there the coming Sunday^ 
under the direction of Rev. Beverly Warner, 
of New Orleans. L. £. Bbmtlby. 



Iberville. 



[Special CorretpoQdeooe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather since 
last report has been on the whole favorable. 
There was a heavy rain Friday night, but since 
then the weather has been lovely and of a 
nature to dry things up, so that to-day every- 
thing is running along in fine style. Quite a 
number have finished planting and others will 
soon follow. Now and then we hear of a 
planter striking bad seed, but generally it is 
good and the estimate of 16 per cent, increase 
in the acreage over last year will be reached. 
The work of breaking out old stubbles for com 
planting has begun. We notice a number buy- 
ing feed from the West and it is unfortunate, 
for with our soil and facilities, enough and 
more could be raised profi :ably at home. 

We heard one planter remark this week that 
the meetings of the Louisiana Planters' Asso- 
ciation were well worth attending in order to 
learn what new things pertaining to sugar 
cane culture and manufacture were being in- 
augurated. Frequently many important things 
are brought into use right under our very 
noses without our knowledge, but very few 
with any merits escape the attention of the 
Louisiana Planters' Association. Iberville was 
a little better represented at the last meeting 
than usual, and the able paper of Mr. B. C. 
LeBlanc deserves careful perusal of every 
sugar manufacturer in the South, but there is 
plenty of room in the association for more of 
our planters, many of whom would add weight 
and dignity to any body. 

The Bayou Jacob Railroad project is again 
up for consideration, and with the proper en- 
couragement the Cinclare people will build it. 
There is no doubt but that tbe value of lands 
in that section will be materially enhanced, 
and we hope to see the railroad materialize. 

Messrs. Barrow & LeBlanc have leased for a 
term of years the lands of Mrs. Odillon La- 
bauve adjoining their Pecan plantation, and 
Pecan's tonnage will be materially Increased. 

Mr. W. J. Terry has finished planting, get- 
ting in eighty acres, planted three and a lap, 
and just now be Is helping Mr. Simon LeBlanc 
to break up rice land on the Virginia planta- 
tion. 

Mr. Andrew H. Gay, Jr., son of Hon. An- 
drew H. Gay of this parish, and Miss Irene 
Cannon, daughter of Mr. Fenelon Cannon, of 
Galveston, Tex., will be married this week at 
the latter place. We learn that Mr. and Mrs. 
Gay will abide in the Gay homestead on the 
St. Louis plantation. 

We have two sales of plantations to <5hron- 
Icle since the last report, and while others 
may poke fun at us, claiming that everything 
is for sale up this way, the fact remains that 
there are many willing and anxious to invest 
in Iberville, and particularly in her sugar lands. 
Mr. Edward Desobry sold his Irion plantation, 
adjoining Plaquemine on its lower side, to 
Mrs. M. Minvlelle and Mr. A. A. Robert, 
of St. James, for $18,000. Irion has an area 



of about 390 ttcies. Folio wing; Irton oMset tte 
sale of the Texas plantatfou twm Mean. 
Branch M. King and John P. Boelltttgi to Mr, 
Lusignan N. Folse, of St. James, for i^JQI 
Texas is a fine place, and is in tbe midst €f Mt 
of the most prosperous eections of the State* 

Ibrwilli* . 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Corretpondence.j 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Unexpectedly tbe 
meteorological conditions which were encoun- 
tered the latter part of last week were ex* 
tremely unpropltlous for those who were en- 
gaged in cane planting. Rarely within the 
past quarter of a century has such a tbundsrw 
storn\ and troptoal downpour of rain been wit- 
nessed in the month of February, in tbls sec- 
tion of the parish at least. The preclpltatiOD 
commenced between 1 and 2 o Vlock, and it 
daylight fields were partially sulnnerged, tsA 
the lands put in such miscnrabte plight thU 
even at present writing (Wednesday) tbe toil 
is too moist to enable planters to do reasonably 
good work in their fields. All are anxious to 
hasten the plantings as rapidly as possible, 
owing to the sprouted condition of the seed. 

Where the canes were long and the tonnafo 
approximated twenty per acre the seed is not 
as perfect as might be desired, going to prove 
that a smaller tonnage per acre will Insure a 
better quality than where above sixteen ton 
are windrowed. The quality of soundness be- 
ing the first essential sought, it should not be 
at any time sacrificed to quantity. 

In some localities the seed cane is coming up 
to expectations, where seasonable rains were 
had during the past summer; but in some lo- 
calities there may be a shortage, due to a wtAt 
of adequate moisture during the growing sea- 
son ; yet, as an entirety, the acreage planted 
will probably be up to an average. 

From the number of auction sales of borsei 
during the past four months, and the namber 
of mules brought Into the parish in the same 
length of time, this section is now well sap- 
plied with animals— such purchases going to 
show that there Is a renewal of confidence In 
the future of sugar. 

Wednesday of last week was clear and cool; 
Thursday, cloudy and threatening, and Fri- 
day evening a fiood of rain; Saturday, cloudy; 
Sunday was fair; Monday, cloudy; Tuesday, 
fine, and Wednesday cool. 

The official weekly weather report from 
Schriever is as follows: 

Temperature. Balnfall. Sunabin^ 

February 7.65.0 32.0 «. 

*' 8..71.0 34.4 

" 9..79.8 34.6 

*' 10.78.0 54.5 — 

'* 11.81.6 59.7 2.08 — 

" 12.74.0 48.8 .03 . — 

" 13.74.2 46.2 

74.8 44.3 2.11 

Terrebonns* 



Avoyelles* 

[Special Correspondence.] 
EdUor Louisiana Planter: Plantlnfif W* 
field work, which was pro^i^ressing so favor- 
iA>ly during tbe first' days of the past ire9k 
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«•§ ^muf bt to a fluddea terainatlofi at 4 
o'ctoek, on Ihe afternoon of the 10th inst , by a 
haavj thunder and ratn storm, lasting through 
the night to the morning of the lltb, when 
the oloudfl began to break away from the 
north, portending fair and better weather. 
The earth being so filled with water precluded 
the possibility of all further attempt at plough- 
tag and planting until the morning of the 14th, 
by which date all fields having good drainage 
had sufficiently drained down from the surface 
to admit the ploughmen to again hitch their 
teams to plough; but let it be understood that 
only where good draiuage is found has the 
plow started to turn the soil, showing conclu- 
slTSly the advantage there is to be had in 
clear-cut open ditches or* tile-drained lands. 
Up to the present time TuE Planter's 
•oribe has received no notice from any one of 
the many cane growers in this nor from ad- 
> joining parishes of injured seed cane. To the 
oontrary, it se^ms that seed has kept in an ex- 
cellent state of preservation. The only objec- 
tion, so far, put forward has been, in some 
instances, that seed was thought to be sprout- 
ing too freely. 

'But I find upon referring back to February, 
1897, that all conditions are much more favor- 
able thus far this season than found on same 
dates last year -givfng those who cultivate 
the soil the benefit of getting cane planted 
earlier m the season and th<ft opportunity to 
get at such needful work as that of preparing 
the soil and planting corn, sorghum and mil- 
let for hay making. 

While there is heard now and again bits of 
agitation relative to building sugar factories 
in various places and localities in our Red 
river parishes, it is extremely doubtful if 
much more than plans and agree.nents will 
be reached this year. 

The growing town of Bunkie is anxious for 
a big sugar factory. There is no doubt about 
the location being a superb site for a factoty. 
Having the advantage of two railroads, both 
of them traversing the finest cane lands in the 
State, is sufilcient inducement of itself for 
boilding a first-class, up-to-date sugar factory 
and refinery. 

The Bunkie Blade^ which suspended publi- 
cation some months past, has during the past 
week come out again, looking new, fresh and 
foil of life, under the editorial control of Mrs. 
L. Burges. The Planter's correspondent 
hopes the Blade will carve a clean cut for 
botti the little city of Bunkie and the whole 
parish. 

At this point I beg to say that if every one 
in this and all the States in which a stalk of 
sugar cane can be grown would procure 
(^Sogar Oane," by Prof. Wm. 0. Stubbs, " The 
ffistory. Botany and Agriculture of Cane,'' 
nrnoh might be gleaned by its study, to the 
advantage of tlie cane grower. 

While I am not positive, yet it is my opinion 
that an effort will be made by the farmers to 
plant and try to make more com this season 
than they did last. This thing of having to 
pnroiiase com and hay, meat and flour, as well 
u nearly everjTthing else used on the farm from 
e ither St. Louis or the East, has more to do 



with keeping the country luid its people poor 
than growing 6-cent ootton. Erin. 

Vermilion. 

fSpeolal Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: This past week 
has been magnificent farming weather, with 
the exception of last Friday, which was a little 
too wet for ploughing or cane planting. Our 
farmers seem to be more determined this year 
than ever before to make a good showing at 
their work, they are starting early and put in 
every day that they can— in fact, the future 
before them at present is much brighter than 
they have^had for years or possibly ever had 
before, which is a stimulus within itself for 
action. All branches of farming have a 
brighter future prospect but cotton, and it is 
very probable that but little of that staple will 
be raised here after this year. The cane, or 
rather the sugar industry is assuming quite 
huge proportions in the parish, and with the 
additional irrigating canals that are now being 
constructed and those that are in prospect, 
almost all the parish west of the Vermilion 
river can be utilized for rice while the eastern 
portion will be developed into cane. Cane 
planting is being rapidly pushed to completion 
and the increase in acreage will not fall below 
the percentage heretofore mentioned in The 
Planter— if anything the increase will be 
more than 100 per cent. Seed cane kept 
splendidly, and as there has been no cold 
weather to destroy the stubble it Is reasonable 
to suppose that there will be a good stand all 
round. There is some talk of a syrup mill 
being erected at Erath by some of the Teche 
factories. If it is done the syrup made at that 
point will be shipped to the Teche to be re- 
fined. Erath is one of the finest locations in 
the State for a large central refinery, being 
immediately surrounded by thousands of acres 
of very fine sugar land that is almost entirely 
undeveloped. 

The rice industry is at present taking the 
lead of any other branch of farming in this 
section, and there is liable to be greater devel • 
opments in that line within the next two or 
three years than all other branches of agricult- 
ure put together. The immense irrigating 
canals that are being built now and to be built 
In the near future will offer advantages for rice 
growing that wete never dreamed of till a 
couple of years ago, when the Vermilion De- 
veloping Company put in its large plant in 
the western part of the parish. This company 
is now extending its already immense facili- 
ties, and when through it will have an irrigat- 
ing capacity of at least 50,000 acres of land. 
It will extend its canal six miles further west, 
to deep water on the Bayou Queue de Tortue, 
and thence east to Wright postoffice, or four 
miles east of its present terminus, and will, we 
are told, put in a $90,000 pumping plant to 
supply the canal with water. And this is not 
all. in an interview with Mr. Granville B. 
Shaw of this town, this afternoon, your cor- 
respondent was informed by that gentleman 
that quite a huge scheme was on foot to build 
an irrigating canal from Vermilion river to the 
Gueydan pasture line, a distance of twenty 
miles west, and that the right of way of 200 



feet had been seoared along the e&tire route. 
Mr. Shaw and Mr. E. H. Gaeydan have been 
working this matter up for some time, and 
they have sucoeeded in so completely perfect- 
ing their arrangements that they are now sure 
of the success of their undertaking. Civil en* 
ghieers ^made a survey of the route some 
months ago, and their report was very satis- 
factory to investors ^nd lessened the work of 
those gentlemen in interesting suflldent capi- 
tal to carry the scheme through. This canal, 
when completed, will pass through the finest 
rice lands in the State, which are now lying idle 
for the lack of proper facilities to stimulate their 
development. There are many thousands of 
acres awaiting the competition of this canal and 
the hand of energetic tillers of the soil. 

P. C. M. 

St. James* Left Bank. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The fine and 
springlike weather which we have been enjoy- 
ing for almost a fortnight seems a blessing 
from heaven. Everything has revived. Out- 
side of a somewhat heavy rainfall, which vis- 
ited our locality Saturday night, we have had 
no rainfall since last I wrote, and barring the 
daily appearance of fog, which happily is not 
of a very dense nature, the atmosphere has 
been simply grand. 

Planting, which has been vigorously done, 
is at an end on some plantations, Wilton plan- 
tation taking the lead in terminating, and 
many others expect to finish before Saturday. 
The planters in general are well satisfied with 
their seed cane, and have enlarged their crops 
to the best of their ability. 

Mr. Jules Jacob, Sr., has recently purchased 
the undivided half of the Uncle Sam planta- 
tion belonging to his brother, Mr. Camille 
Jacob, for the sum of $40,000. Mr. Jules Jacob 
has thus become the owner of the entire plan- 
tation. We understand that the sugar house 
will undergo thorough repairs — the erection of 
a new mill being one the most important 
changes to take place. 

Mr. Joseph L. Rolling, who has lately pur- 
chased the interest in Pike's Peak, of Messrs. 
Keller & Lasseigne, has removed this week to 
his newly bought home. 

The rapidly rising river is already causing 
trouble. On Friday morning a protection levee 
at the Nita crevasse gave way and a terrible 
rush of water occurred, necessitating the re- 
moval of the camp, which was then busily re- 
pairing that levee. 

District Court has been in session since last 
Monday. The docket has been well filled with 
a list of criminal and civil matters. 

Mr. H. O. Colomb, a well-known citizen of 
our parish, died at the house of his son, Dr. 
Brooks Colomb, on Friday, the 4th inst., after 
a brief illness, at the advanced age of 76 years. 
Sentiments of condolence are extended to his 
bereaved wtfe and son by his many friends. 

Since I have started writing, a great change 
has occurred in the elements. A hard-blow« 
ing east wind has brought us a heavy rain, 
which has been falling steadily. Everything 
is fiooded, and according to indications we 
will probably have more of it. 

Dr. Eugene Bourgeois and wife, of West 
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Bi^pn JB^oQge, were on a visit to relatlvee in 
St I Jamefl^ parish during the week. 

We hear ef a naraber of persons from St. 
James who expect to add to the crowd of the 
city for the coming weelc. Convent. 



Views of an Experienced Suj^ar 
Boiler. 

In a recent issae the attention of the sugar 
boiler was called to the report on manofactore 
of sugar. As I have had some practical expe- 
riehce, both here and in Oermany, I beg to be 
allowed to bring some of my observations to 
the notice of interested parties. 

In the first place, there is but little progress 
made in the actual manufacture in the past ten 
or twelve years. The attention of the planters 
has been concentrated mostly on the extraction 
of cane juice, and the boiling department has 
not kept pace with the milling. I am glad to hear 
that Professor Maxwell has recommended less 
maceration ; this has been carried greatly to 
excess since the addition of second and third 
roller mills. The juice obtained by high ma- 
oeration we are unable, at the present state o 
manufacture, to work to any advantage into a 
marketable product. High maceration depre- 
ciates the sugar considerably in quantity and 
has not the effect as supposed to increase the 
qua^ntity. 

i know that this statement will be considered 
ridiculous by many manufacturers, but for 
those it is very efsy to convince themselves. A 
te^t is easily made by running, say, one week 
with 4 to 5 per cent, and the next week with 
14 to 15 per cent, maceration. Of course a 
scale is necessary for weighing the cane to get 
at the correct figure. Now with low macera- 
tiQfi the mill is running like clock-work ; with 
high maceration there is a lack of steam, the 
boiling house is crowded— juice that ought to 
have been in the effects forty minutes sooner 
begins to get cool, inversion sets in sooner on 
account of the low density, overtime is made, 
the cooler room gets crowded and low grade 
sugars, haye to be dried ahead of the proper 
time, at a sacrifice, to make room for new lots. 
At the end of the week we find our effects 
have accumulated more scale and a larger 
cleaning force has to be put on. Finally we 
draw the balance; we find the shipping re- 
port a little lower, and the sugar on hand in 
cooler columns shows higher; the polarization 
is from 0.5 o 0.8 lower; everybody has worked 
harder, there has been more wear to the ma- 
chinery, and what have we gained? 

The gain consists in four to five gallons more 
of waste molasses to the ton of sugar, with a 
considerably higher percentage of sugar. Now 
every manufacturer knows what a nuisance 
waste molasses is. A market value it has not, 
under the present circumstances. Even when 
applied as a fertilizer it is very doubtful as to 
its value there, because of its tendency to grow 
a very rank and impure cane. It is my firm 
belief, that maceration has to be moder- 
ated until the problem of waste molasses is 
solved. It is true that the yield of sugar per 
acre is 30 per cent, liigher against former 
years, but the. credit is mostly due to far better 
cultivation of the cane. 



In regard to evaporating effects, the ma- 
chinery In use here is fully as good as that in 
Grcrmany. The difference lies chiefly with the 
juice. In German factories the juice is highly 
clarified and filtered before being subjected to 
evaporation, and the accumulation of scale, 
therefore, but very sllgbt. Besides, the water 
used for condensing is almost up to freezing 
point, which quickens the concentration of the 
juice considerably., It has to be admitted, 
greatly to the credit of the Hawaiian planter, 
that he has spent his money freely for new im- 
provements to effect better results. In regard 
to the drying of sugar, I doubt very much that 
any benefit dould be derived by the appliance 
of blasts or pans, as suggested at the last meet- 
ing, to obviate the difficulty of the sugar leav- 
ing the centrifugals too hot. This should be 
rectified at the vacuum pan. At the closing 
in of a strike the temperature of the vacuum 
pan should be greatly reduced and the sugar 
be kept as long as possible in the mixer. This 
proceeding will greatly increase the percentage 
of No. 1 sugar, besides deriving better results 
from the low grades. 

A certain amount of heat In the sugar is 
necessary to absorb the moisture, and a too 
rapid cooling of the sugar will make it clammy 
and sticky. The general adoption of steel 
scrapers instead of wood paddles would hardly 
be advisable. Besides destroying the centrifu- 
gal screens, much valuable time will be lost, 
and time is a rare article in a sugar mill in op- 
eration. Carefully prepared sugar will stand 
the voyage to New York all right without any 
loss to quality. 

I was told once by a prominentJ[Hawaiian 
planter that he had found plenty of people 
without money, but never a one without an ex- 
cuse. Now the excuse about the centrifugals 
being in bad working order is a very poor one, 
in my estimation, for any sugar boiler to make. 
Of late there have been a few young men of 
sanctimonious habits, after only a few months^ 
experience in the mill, pressed into the ser- 
vice, without any previous training whatso- 
ever. A little more prudence in the selection 
of sugar boiler will undoubtedly bring the cen- 
trifugals up to standard work all right. Badly 
crystallized sugars will not dry well under any 
circumstances. 

The instructions issued by Professor Max- 
well in regard to liming juice should be highly 
appreciated. It shows that the trusty 
laboratory is alive to the interest of 
the planter. Perhaps a slight warning 
against excess in liming would not be 
amiss. Overlimed juice will form a hard scale 
in the effects, and a dull evaporator will con- 
vert a slight percentage of otherwise crystal- 
lizable sugar into waste molasses. — Qus, Fro- 
boese, in Hawaiian Planter'^s Monthly, 

Kahuku^ December 1^ 1897. 

Trade Notes. 

Wagon and Cart Materials.— Capt. Harri- 
son, of Pe^kinpaugh, Harrison & Co., well 
known throughout the length and breadth of 
the land as the man who sells wagon and cane 
cart material, tells us that he will come down 
the river with his industrial navy this spring, 
as usual, reaching Waterloo early In March, 



and Baton Bouge about March. 16. . One of Ul 
boa ts will go down Bayou Lafourche, read- 
ing Thibodaux about April 10. Doubtless ill 
our planters will embrace the opportunity of 
getting first-class goods at low prices, deliv- 
ered right on the plantation. 



Personal. 



Hon. Andrew H. Gay, Mrs. Gay and Min 
Gay. all of the pleasant parish of Iberville, 
were at the St. Charles Hotel during the week. 

Mr. £d. McCollam, one of the leading busi- 
ness men and most successful sugar planters of 
the parish of Terrebonne, which can bout of 
some of the finest plantations in the State, was 
in the city on a vl^it a few days ago. Mr 
McCollam registered at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. G. D. Von Phul, of Baton Bouge, La. 
was registered at the Hotal Royal last Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Thomas A. Badeaux, of Thibodaux, was 
a guest of one of our leading hotels a few days 
ago, as were also Messrs. L. P. Caillouet and 0. 
Naquin of the same locality. 

Mr. Wibray J. Thompson, of Calumet plan* 
tation on Bayou Teche, was a guest of the St 
Charles Hotel last Sunday, as were also CoU 
L. S. t^larke, of Lagonda plantation, and Mr. 
Jos. Birg, of St Mary parish. 

Col. J. B. Wilkinson, JV., member of the 
United States Board of General Appraisers hi 
New York, and one of the distinguished Wilk- 
inson family which has long been identiflied 
with the sugar industry of this State, was in 
the city last Saturday. 

Mr. H. C. Boas, of Iberia parish, came down 
from his plantation on Friday last and stopped 
for awhile at Colonel Rivers' hotel, which is 
getting a good share of the planters' patron- 



•^r 



r. N. £. Haydel, of St. Charles parish, 
was a recent visitor to the city. Mr. Haydel 
put up at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. M. M. Hedges, of the great Casey A 
Hedges Manufacturing Company, of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., was a guest of the Grunewald 
last Saturday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jos. Supple, of Bayou GouUf 
have returned home after a pleasant trip to 
New Orleans. 

Justice £. D. White, of the United States 
Supreme Court, whose skill as a sugar planter 
is only eclipsed by his ability as a judge, has 
been in the city for several days past, mingling 
with his friends. 

Col. Richard McCall. of McManor planta- 
tion, was in the city during the past week, as 
was also Hon. Henry McCall, of Evan Hall. 

Mr. E. P. Munson, a prominent planter of 
Assumption parish, was at the St. Charles on 
Friday. 

Mr. John D. Murrell, of the Tally-Ho plan- 
tation in Iberville parish, accompanied by 
Mrs. Murrell, were in the city during the 
week to enjoy the Carnival festivities. Th^ 
registered at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. Henry T. Ayraud ofilciated as engineer 
this season at the well-known Stonewall plan- 
tation in Pointe Coupee parish. Mr. Ayrand 
was at one time on the fine Palo Alto place in 
AjBcension and is known as a first-class engi- 



neer. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

Berlin, January 31, 1898. 
Editor LouUiana PlaiUer: The time ie drag- 
ging along and no material change of the 
weather. Light froBts and rainy days are 
alternating, but no winter in the full sense of 
the word is making its appearance and the be- 
lief that there will be none at all is gaining 
more and more ground. If this should come 
true and our fall season be restricted only to a 
kind of tropical rainy time, there would be a 
probability of an early commencement of Held 
work, which, it can not be denied, is in itself 
quite desirable; but on the other hand, the 
natural preparation of the soil, which, in 
normal seasons is done by means of hard 
frosts, is wanting, and it remains to be seen 
whether the advantage or disadvantage will 
outweigh the other. Calculating on past ex- 
perience is in this case almost impossible, as 
mild winters like the present are too rare a 
phenomenon to lead to any conclusions as to 
the ultimate results. So far it seems at least 
that the winter cereals have not suffered, 
though the absence of snow is an object of 
great anxiety, for when a sudden frost should 
set In, which after all is still possible, the 
danger would be great and any harm done in 
this respect would entail an increased area of 
beet cultivation, which, under preseAt circum- 
stances of general overproduction, is of course 
not desired. The late drop in the sugar mar- 
ket has, by the way, cooled down a little the 
eagerness shown here and there to contract 
for beets— only in Holland It appears that they 
are bent on an increased beet culture for next 
campaign, pretty high prices being granted 
for beets. 

Last week the saccharine question was dis- 
cussed in the Grerman Keichstag, to which, as 
your esteemed readers will kindly remember, 
motions were submitted to make the stuff and 
all similar sweets to be liable to be taxed in 
proportion to their sweetening power. The 
motions were supported by the Conservative, 
National, Liberal and Clerical parties, whilst 
the Progressists and Socialists pronounced an 
opposite opinion. The partisans of taxation 
laid stress on the possibility of fraudulent adul- 
teration — that saccharine, without any outward 
mark or design, is used instead of sugar which 
is nutritious, while saccharine by many au- 
thorities is considered to be even injurious to 
the health of man, but whenever legally ad- 
mitted as a competitor of sugar, it should not 
go scot free, and should be duly taxed. The 
industry may be stili in its infancy, but it will 
grow, much capital will be invested in it and 
many workmen employed, therefore it is now 
time to step in and establish a sufficient duty, 
for hiter on such a measure must needs lead to 
disastrous consequences. On the other hand 
it was objected that by a tax as high as 80 marks 
per kilo, the industry would be ruined, and 
that the consumption is so far restricted to its 
use as a medical remedy, and that so high a 
duty -would invite the smuggling of it, so that 
the government would not obtain any advant- 
age by taxation. The imperial government 



has not taken any decided attitude on ^e 
question, but tlie Se<»«tary of Finance recom- 
mended rather to interfere with the free traffic 
and commerce in these stu^ instead of taxa- 
tion, which easily might be circumvented. 
The result of the debate was that the motions 
were handed over to a special commission of 
fourteen members, who are to report on the 
subject. 

The meeting of the bounty conference is 
now fixed for the 15th of February, and so far, 
Germany, Austria, Great Britain, Belgium and 
Holland are reported to have declared their 
participation; as to France, advices are con- 
flicting, but it is believed that she also will be 
represented, only she will not agree with the 
other powers with regard to the entire aboli- 
tion of the bounties, her intention being to 
sacrifice the export bounties Introduced last 
year, but to maintain her so-called indirect 
bounties, which, however, as everybody knows, 
are the heaviest. On this occasion it may be 
well t9 remark that the consumption of sugar 
has decreased in 1897 to the extent of 76,000 
tons, whilst the exportation shows an'increase 
of upward of 250,000 tons. By these figures it is 
clearly demonstrated that the policy of fostering 
the export by overburdening consumption has 
borne its fruit, but there are signs that people 
are awaking to those facts. In the French 
chamber a bill has been brought in by a 
deputy to reduce the tax, which amounts at 
present to 60 francs for 100 kilos, refined sugar, 
to 44 francs; furthermore, that the new export 
bounty shall be done away with as soon 
as the other powers give up theirs, 
and that the so-called excedants shall be 
subject to a tax of 16 francs. The progress 
achieved by the bill if it becomes a law would 
consist in the lightening cf the burden of con- 
sumers, while the producers are very tenderly 
dealt with, as they are to retain 28 francs 
of the 30 francs bounty now allowed to them 
for the sugar produced in excess of the legal 
yield. But it is hardly worth while speaking 
of it, for there is little or no hope that under 
present circumstances a bill like this will be 
adopted by the French Chambers 

Of technical innovations, I have to report 
that the Ranson process, which enables the 
manufacturer to produce a superior kind of 
raw sugar, has been introduced in a German 
factory with good success, so that it seems 
that it will be applied by and by on a large 
scale Recently, al«o, a newly improved 
beet-slicing apparatus has been tried and 
proved a success, its principal advantage being 
to produce long cuttings. 

The markets continued in the first part of 
the period under review very quiet, the more 
so as to the slow demand was joined increased 
arrivals in the ports of Cuba and of America, 
showing signs of weakness. Only at the end of 
the week the tone improved a little, and part 
of the proportionately heavy drop the prices 
had endured in the first days could be recov- 
ered. There is, however, a very unsettled 
feeling prevailing, but after the settlement of 
the February tenders a more confidential 
course of affairs may be looked for. Magde- 
burg prices for actual 88 per cent, rendement 
close at 9.85 to 10.10 marks, whilst delivery 



January at Hamburg is quoted at 9.1% marka^ 
Refined were also very quiet and partly loweri 
Robert Hbnkig. 



New South Wales. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: I am glad to knbW 
that Dr. Maxwell, of Sandwich Islands, ii 
going to classify canes, and find out their com- 
parative values. Under present circumstances 
in New South Wales there is little inducement 
to go to further trouble with canes, seeing 
that, unless something intervenes (either fed-* 
oration or an entire change of government) 
the industry is doomed. However, it is a3-> 
couraging»to know that the sugar growers of ' 
the United States were in a similar plight not 
long ago, while now they are enjoying protec- 
tion to the extent of about £9 per ton. The 
last meeting of the Federation Convention 
comes off at the end of the month, while the ' 
present government must go out in six months' 
time, if not before, so we have not long to 
wait now. 

Tweed River ^ N, 8, IF., Australia^ January 2% 



An Opportunity for a Good Invest* 
ment in Mexico. 

Hdqrs. Memoria, Topolobampo, 1 
Sinaloa, Mexico, February 2, 1898. / 

[Special Oorreapondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: I address you this 
in the hope of reaching capitalists in your 
State who are seeking investment in sugar 
production, and hope, if you know of any such, 
you will refer this to them. Myself and 
family relations own a cane plantation of about 
275 acres. A number of neighbors neai* 
us, adjoining, have about 126 acres more, and 
if we could be sure of the erection of a good 
open train sugar house by next season we 
would more than double the present acreage^ 
provided we can close a deal during this month 
or early in March. 

We Rhall be pleased to deal with capitalists 
for the erection of a first- class mill on the 
profit-sharing basis or any reasonable terms 
mutually beneficial to both parties, or we will 
give good return for capitalists who will erect 
the mill complete and sell to us in instalments 
with good interest. 

If you know of parties who desire such in- 
vestment a trip down here immediately might 
result very advantageously to both parties. 

Our plantations are but about fifteen miles 
from the wharf at Topolobampo harbor, one 
of the finest and safest ports on the Pacific 
coast. Our plantation is under irrigation, and 
the cane juice weighs at this writing 10 deg. 
B., and we have just had a three-days rain 
pass over. Jos. P. Scally. 

Col. J. B. Lyon, of Chicago, who is ex- 
tensively interested in sugar and the produc- 
tion thereof, was in the city during the past 
week on one his frequent visits, stopping at 
the St. Charles. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of Belle Grove, came 
up to town a few days ago on business and 
pleasure combined. 

Mr. L. E. Callery and Miss Callery, of St. 
James parish, were guests of t^e Cosmopolitan 
recently. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^0 



THE UOmmAHiA PLAinXB AND fiUGiAJt MANZFyACTUAOB. 



[Vol. KX, Koi«, 



BEBX SUGAR. 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

Manager Ooetz, acoompanied by the gen- 
tlemen interested in the sugar factory at this 
place, came in from Milwaakee, Taesday. The 
party is composed of Angust Ulhlein, presi- 
dent of the sugar company ; H. Xunnemacher, 
William i. Uihlein and R. JS^unnemacher. 
They stopped one day at Fort Worth and one 
day at Thurber, Texas, en route here. They 
traveled in Mr. J. J. Hagerman's private 
oar, and report having had a very pleasant 
trip. 

Soon after their arrival they inspected the 
big sugar plant, whose existence is due to the 
financial assistance afforded by themselves. 
The gentlemen are in no way displeased with 
their investment, and are very sanguine of 
the future great possibilities which are now 
opening up so auspiciously in the valley. 
There was no effort made by the Argus to 
Interview the gentlemen, or lo gain from them 
expressions for publication regarding their 
plans for the factory the coming season, pre- 
ferring to wait till they had inspected the 
valley thoroughly and carefully canvassed the 
situation. The people of the Pecos Valley are 
most kindly disposed toward these gentlemen, 
who have given them one of the modern man- 
afaoturing institutions of the age, and will co- 
operate heartily in any plan which may be 
proposed. 

Tuesday afternoon the7 visited Lake Avalon 
and made a study of the excellent irrigation 
facilities with which the valley is provided. 
Being the first visit of any of the party to 
]Bddy« this feature was quite a surprise and a 
most interesting one. 

Tuesday evening an informal reception was 
held in the Union Club rooms, where the citi- 
zens of Eddy were presented to the party, and 
a few hours very pleasantly spent. 

Wednesday afternoon jthe party went up to 
Jtoswell, to look over the upper valley. They 
returned late Thursday evening, and go on 
South to-day.— P«co« Valley Argus, February 
21. 

Contract Controversy — Situation at 
Qrand Island Rei^arding 1898 
Contract. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Judging from 
present indications, next season will not be 
very profitable to either beet grower or man- 
faoturer in Nebraska. The direct difficulty 
lies in the inability to secure sufficient acreage 
under the existing contract. 

Complaints were numerous during the sea- 
son just past about the old contract, and. no 
sooner had the beets been delivered and the 
campaign closed than a large number of the 
growers perfected an organization for mutual 
benefit, their first request being a more equi- 
table contract. 

Under the 1897 contract, 12.80 beets brought 
$4 per ton; 12.73 beets, $2.50 per ton; 11.73 
beets, $2.50 per ton, or, in other words, the 
Standard was 12.80 — a deduction being made 
for those falling below, while nothing addi- 
tional was given for higher grade beets. The 
growers generally lool^ed upon this arrang^- 



nMi^t as imjmt, and at their flrst meeting tha 
sense of those present was that a straight' 
price of $4 per ton ihonld be paid for all beets, 
regardleis of sugar oontent or pority, being 
similar to the existing contract of the Spreok- 
els factory. A commanloation to this effect 
was forwarded to President Oxnard. 

In reply, Mr. Oxnard set forth the inadvlsa- 
bility of paying a straight price for beets, for 
the reason that the growers would seek to 
raise a high tonnage to the detriment of sugar 
and purity. For obvious reasons it is to the 
manufacturers' interest to have beets raised 
with as high a percentage of sugar and purity 
as possible. Mr. Oxnard advised farmers that 
If they have not the proper land and are not 
able to cultivate beets properly, to raise a crop 
of at least 12 per cent, sugar and 78 purity, 
they would better not raise them. To en- 
courage growers to raise richer beets and pre- 
vent a low quality, Mr. Oxnard formulated a 
new contract with that end in view. 

According to the new contract all beets con- 
taaining not less than 12 and up to 14.4 per 
cent, sugar, purity 78, receive $4 per ton. 
Beets containing not less than 14.5 to 15.4 per 
cent, sugar, purity not less than 78, $4.25 ; and 
an additional price of 25 cents per ton for each 
and every additional per cent, of sugar, and 
not less than a purity of 78, $4.50 per ton ; 
16.5 to 17.4 per cent, sugar and purity not less 
than 78, $4.75 per ton, etc. ; 11 per cent, sugar 
and purity coefficient 78, $3.50 per ton; 10 per 
cent, sugar and 78 purity, $3 per ton. Beets 
not reaching 78 purity a reduction of 15 cents 
per ton will be made for each degree of purity 
or a fractional part thereof below 78. Beets 
testing 10 per cent, sugar And 73 purity will 
not be received. The average thus should be 
something over $4 per ton. 

A comparison of the two contracts shows up 
favorably for the '98 contract. 

CONTENTS OF BEETS. 



Sugar 


Purity 


Price per Ton 


Difference 


per cent. 


per cent. 


Season 1897 


•1898. 


in Price. 


12 


80 


$4 00 
LOW GRADES 


$4 00 




12 


79 


8 75 


4 00 


.25 


12 


78 


3 50 


4 00 


.50 


12 


77 


3 25 


3 85 


.60 


12 


76 


8 25 


3 70 


.45 


12 


73 


2 50 


3 25 


.75 


11 


78 


3 25 


3 50 


.25 


11 


77 


8 00 


3 35 


.35 


10 


78 


2 50 


3 00 


.50 


10 


77 


2 50 


2 85 


.35 



position Of a flat prioe of $4 per ton for all 
beets, regardloM of test. 

It 1b conceded that had the clause relating to 
the annexation of Hawaii been left oat the 
manufacturers wonld have ezpenenoed no dif- 
fleolty in contracting for all the beats they de- 
sired. As it now 8tan4a but few beets tiave 
been contracted for. The sitaatlen is praott« 
caily the same at Norfolk. A later telegram 
from Mr. Oxnard reads : 

^* We will close our factory if we do not get 
the beetB, as we can not offer more If Hawaihm 
Islands are annexed. ^^ 

C. Vincent Ncst. 



The price of low grade beets is thus in- 
creased, the difference being something over 
forty cents per ton in favor of 1898. So many 
beets test above 14.4 sugar, the increase would 
be still more. The information conveyed in 
Mr. Oxnard^s communication was quite favor- 
ably received by the growers generally, but 
when the contract was placed in their hands it 
was noticed that a clause had been added 
which somewhat changed the aspect. The 
clause referred to stipulated that in the event 
of the annexation of Hawaii, a cut of fifty 
cents per ton would be made. It was the pre- 
vailing opinion that the islands would be an- 
nexed, and the farmers, thinking they could 
not stand the cut, again assumed their first 



Sugar Beet Seeds. 

By Faaar L. Hobbs, Ph. D. 
The rapid strides in the advancement of the 
sugar-beet Industry and its developments h^ve 
eliminated all doubt as to its success in the 
future, and Is even now becoming one of the 
most important Industries of this country. The 
factories which are now in operation have 
shown remarkably well from the financial 
standpoint, and add another argument for Its 
future. Not only is it necessary to satisfy cap- 
ital in this venture, but the farming element 
as well, and it seems to be a case where the 
producer can obtain his equitable share of 

earnings. 

There is absolutely no reason why we should 
not be entirely free from all foreign supply 
and add to our own economic credits one of 
the greatest of modern civilization, and there- 
by become producers as well as consumers. 
The only thing necessary to make the industry 
a success is a perfect knowledge of the busi- 
ness, both In Its manufacturing and fanning 
part. Politically we are unhampered by for- 
eign laws and taxes, and the revenues which 
accrue to the State there would here become a 
part of the dividends. The two factors of 
greatest success is to control the raw material 
and also the finished product, and much more 
is dependent upon the raw material, the beets^ 
than upon the latter, the sugar. 

So It becomes a matter of greatest impor- 
tance to the farmer to inform himself of the 
best possible methods of cultivation, and also 
the quality of the seeds he is to use. Upon 
his seed depends largely his crop of beets 
and their sugar content. He wishes to supply 
himself with the best seed, to get the best re- 
sult and make the most money; for his suc- 
cess as a grower depends upon not only the 
size of the crop, but he must satisfy the buyer 
in the amount of sugar content, and the larger 
the per cent, of sugar the more money accrues 
to him and the manufacturer. 

Having become interested in the laboratory 
testing of beet seeds I wish to express my ap- 
preciation of the kindness of Mr. Jos. £. Kolm, 
sugar chemist and mechanical engineer of the 
Kilby Manufacturing Company of this city, 
who kindly furnished me with several Imported 
varieties which came direct from one of the 
largest European houses; and which I tested, 
and the results will be given later. 

The seeds are some of the best varieties and 
all fresh crop. They are said to produce 16- 
20 tons of beets per acre and the average 
quality was : 
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Per cent. 

ic test ^1.3 

PoUrizaOon 18.6 

Fooreign eab^aace « 3.7 

Purity ^.6 

U is easily seen chat tbe class of tlie seed is 
of ttie beet and wliioh the farmer woald make 
no mistake in planting, being assured however 
that the seeds were fresh. I may also add that 
these figures are guaranteed nnder good colti- 
Yfttlon, and are the results of many tests. 

This matter of purity of seeds is of such 
oonsequence that one of the largest Holland 
syndicates has established the strictest spec- 
ifloations regarding it; and it is now, I belieye, 
incorporated in one of the rules of the Board 
of Trade, or Exchange at Prague, Bohemia, 
and is under the control of practical men and 
sworn chemists. The specifications call for: 

1« The seed must be true to name, soun, freed 
from mould, contain not more than 3 per 
cent, of foreign matter, as sticks, stones, 
dust, etc., they must not ball up or cling to- 
gether in clumps, and contain not more 
than 15 per cent, of water. 

2. The seed must produce a certain number of 
plants in a certain time and the duration of 
the test is fourteen days. 

8. One hundred seeds must produce in the first 
six days ninety- five sprouts, at fourteen 
days not less than 150 sprouts; at least, 70 
per cent, of the seeds should have devel- 
oped in six days, and in fourteen days, 80 
per cent, is the minimum. 

The seeds which were tested here were culti- 
vated by Mr. Ramdohr Nechhausen, bei Eis- 
leben, Germany, and came ttirough bis repre- 
sentative, Frank Jodl, Prague, Bohemia, Aus- 
tria. They gave the following results : 

I.— ViLMOKiN Blanche. 

Seeds per kilogram 29,410 

Grams. 

100 seeds weigh 3.400 

Percent. 

Foreign matter 1.5 

Moisture 7. 

Beads which germinated „ 08. 

Sproots. 

100 seeds produced in six days 142 

100 seeds produced in fourteen days 204 

II.— Improved Kleinwanzlebbn. 

Seeds per kilogram..,. ....^ 26,200 

Grams. 

100 seeds weigh 3.815 

Per cent. 

Foreign matter 2.6 

Moisture - 7.8 

Seeds which germinated 96. 

Sprouts. 

100 seeds produced in six days 114 

100 seeds produced in fourteen days 233 

lU.— Elite. 

A oross between the Vilmorin Blanche and 
improved Kleinwanzleben. 

Seeds per kilogram 28,400 

Grams. 

100 seeds weigh „ 3.815 

Per cent. 

Foreign matter - 2.tt 

Moisture 7.8 

Seeds germinated .., 99. 

Sprouts. 

100 seeds produced in six days 114 

100 seeds produced in fourteen days 233 

The above results show that the seeds were 



unmixed with old seeds and were of a fresh 
harvest. 

The growth was regular and finished in the 
allotted time and fully complying wiili all the 
specifications, and that they were of superior 
quality when judged upon those tested. 

It is thus seen to be a matter fully under our 
control to draw the supply of seeds and have 
a positive assurance that at least we are begin- 
ning our year's work right, and that our time 
is not lost in planting worthless stuff. And 
the object in publishing the above results is to 
give information as to what the seeds should he 
and do. 

Chemical Laboratory W^tern Reserve Medi- 
cal College J Cleveland, Ohio. 



Remarks on the Production of High 
Qrade Sui^ars. 

The difficulties of graining the No. 2 sugar 
in the pan, and obtaining afi always even high 
grade, are well known to many sugar boilers 
in the islands, and the perplexing nature of 
them is sometimes annoying and disgusting. 
While there is occasionally no difficulty to 
produce such a grade of sugar of 94 and even 
96 per cent, polarization, at other times a 
slow drying sugar of 89 or thereabout will re- 
sult, through which the drying and subse- 
quently the total capacity of the factory may 
be seriously impaired. In the one case we 
have to deal with a molasses of higb purity, 
while in the other the special viscous nature 
and not always low purity of the molasses 
renders the production of a higher grade im- 
possible, and if the shipping of such a sugar 
should be objectionable, remelting must be 
resorted to, which again may cripple the 
capacity of the house. As I have also suf- 
fered from these difficulties to a greater or 
lesser extent, I decided, if possible, to do away 
with the boiling and graining of the No. 2 
altogether, by applying Dr. Bock^s process of 
crystallization in motion, in part only, to the 
No. 1 masse cuite. As it gave satisfaction, 
both in quality and quantity, from the very 
start, we have been producing our sugar by 
this method since June last, and if properly 
and carefully carried out, gives excellent re- 
sults. 

The modus operandi of this process, which 
without additional outlav can be introduced 
into any mill, is as follows : The graining of 
No. 1 is started low down in the pan and a 
medium sized grain is aimed at. As soon as 
the separation of the grain has taken place. 
No. 3 sugar remelted in water is boiled in, in 
proportion to its daily production, and evenly 
distributed over the dally strikes of No. 1. 
The strike is then taken along with syrup to 
within a certain limit of the pan's capacity, to 
be easily ascertained and flxed after the first 
strike. Now molasses, resulting from previous 
strikes, diluted to 30-85 deg. be blown up, and 
slightly sidmmed, is boiled in at the rate of 66 
to 75 per cent, of the total molasses resulting 
from a strike, and the strike finished with it to 
the usual stiffness of the masse cuite, when it is 
dropped into the mixer and dried immediately. 
The formation of fine or false grain must 
naturally be avoided during this process, so as 



to udHse 4s ntfioh as yopsibieof tU^ svgar oon- 
tained in the molasses, toward the growing or 
building up of the existing grain. The mo- 
lasses resulting from strikes thus obtained, are 
mixed such as they come along, diluted, blown 
up, skimmed and boiled in over and ov«r 
again, until the purity sinks low enough — 64 
or less— when a certain proportion of it is daily 
boiled into coolers as No. 3, which, when dried, 
is remelted and boiled in immediately, while 
the No. 2 results as No. 1 sugar of 97, or even 
higher polarization, from juices-of an original 
average purity of 87>i. 

Owing to the viscous nature of the molasses, 
it sometimes happens tbat the boiling in of it, 
as also the boiling down of the strike, becomes 
a rather slow and tedious process. This I have 
found can readily be overcome by Olasser's 
method of introducing steam into the strike 
tb rough a perforated coil placed on the bottom 
of the pan, through which the evaporation of 
the liquid about the coils, especially toward 
the end of the strike, is greatly accelerated. 

ISugars thus produced dry well and do not 
deteriorate, if sufficiently machine-dried and 
obtained from juices properly limed. Under 
proper liming J understand a distinct alkalinity 
of the juice and a light yellow, clean color of 
the resulting sugar is obtained. The yield, as 
far as it can be estimated from olarifiers, has 
been higher than when producing two grades, 
i, «., first and second for sbipment. — H, PohU 
maun, Pahala Plantation, Kau, H, /., Hawaii, in 
Hawaiian Planters Monthly. \ 



The Sugar Factory at Ogden, Utah. 

A meeting of directors of the sugar factory 
company was held yesterday morning, and the 
machinery contracts were formally accepted. 
The purchase of $20,000 worth of water tube 
boilers was also confirmed, and the machinery 
contracts are now settled. 

Although the location of the factory has not 
yet been decided on by the committee, yet one 
member of the committee stated yesterday that 
the factory would be located in Wilson^s lane, 
provided that the company could secure the 
land and sufficient water at figures which had 
been about agreed upon. A meeting of the 
irrigation companies interested will be held 
next Thursday, and before then the location 
can not be made definite. Yesterday the entire 
day was spent in negotiations with the farm- 
ers and property owners in Wilson's lane. — 
Lehi Banner. 



Mr. C. L. Bougere, of Laplace, La., was a 
guest of the Hotel Boyal on Thursday. 

Mr. F. J. Drmlhet and Mrs. Druilhet, of Jean* 
erette. La., were in the city on a visit a few 
days ago, as was also Mr. L. F. Suthon, pro- 
prietor of the Cote Blanche plantation in St. 
Mary parish. 

Mrs. J. L. Darragh, of Centrevllle, La., 
where she has extensive sugar planting inter- 
ests, was a guest of the St. Charles Hotel last 
Wednesday evening. 

Col. Walter I. Barton, of Ascension parish, 
where he has very extensive sugar planting in- 
terests, was at the St. Charles Hotel on Wed- 
nesday. 
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Handling: Cane at the Cane Carrier* 

[DlfloiiMlon at tbe Meeting of the Loalelana Sugar 
. Planten*^ AMoolatlon, Ttiaraday, February 10, 
Prettdent Judge Emlle Roat to toe Ohalr.] 

The Chairman— The toplo for discussion 
this evening is the handling of cane at the 
carrier. That is the business before the asso- 
ciation; and there are gentlemen who have 
kindly consented to read papers on that sub- 
ject, or will take part in the discussion. The 
chair will first call upoiplr. LeBlanc, of Messrs. 
LeBlanc & Nadler, to present their system of 
the handling of cane. 

[Here followed the reading of the several 
papers on this subject, all of which appeared 
in our issue of February 12.] 

Mr. J. P. Keihper— [ would state that at 
Glencoe, where one of my devices was installed 
last] year, with the exception of a few minor 
details, it worked gratifyingly. It required 
two men, one man at the clutch and one man 
at the drag. We handled 250 tons a day. As 
I just said, we had one man at the clutch and 
one man to drag the cane on to the carrier, 
and we used another to straighten it, but if 
we had a crusher, we would not need any one 
for that purpose. A load of cane takes up 
nearly eight feet this way when damped on 
this table (indicating). So I had this made 
80Q feet long, so that it would hold forty loads 
to store. You see, during the daytime, of 
course, you dump loads at the carrier; the 
san^e crew will feed 800 or 1000 tons a day as 
well as it will feed 250. 

Colonel Zenor— How many tons do you esti- 
mate to the load of cane. 

Mr. Kemper— Of course they will scatter 
out— there are both large and small loads— but 
those I refer to averaged about one and one- 
half tons. 

Colonel Zenor— Forty loads would be sixty 
tons. 

Mr. Kemper— Yes, sir. That is about what 
(me table of 300 feet could store; but if you 
wish to increase the storage capacity you 
simply increase the number of tables. 

Colonel Zenor — Can you handle that table 
with one man with sixty tons of cane on it. 

Mr. Kemper— Well, that is the very point. 
You see this floor is stationary, the table is not 
movable ; nothing moves but the chains— they 
slip along underneath the canes. 

Colonel Zenor— Is that drag used just to 
drag on a load of cane? 

Mr. Kemper — To feed the carrier, a load is 
dumped here on this table, and behind it we 
place the drag, dragging one load at a time. 

Colonel Zenor— There is space left? 

Mr. Kemper — There is no space left; that 
would require too much space. I have an 
arrangement which has two hooks which I 
hook into these chains behind each load for 
night work. It is sufficient to get these in at 
night. Of course in the day time you always 
leave space behind each load, because it is 
convenient to do so; but if you left space 
always between each load there would be too 
much space lost. For increasing the storage 
capacity you may lengthen the tables or in- 
crease their number. You can not always get 
300 feet at right {ingles to the carrier, but you 
can increase the number of the tables, and it 
depends entirel} on the length of the carrier. 
In fact, it resolves Itself into this : Plank your 
entire cane yard for space enough to store as 
many loads as you care to store of cart cane. 
Then have these sprocket chains at intervals 
of, say, 15 feet apart. Have a pair of these 
chains operated from a drum and separate fric- 
tion clutch right behind the engine and drag 
the cane on to the carrier. You can in that 
way store any quantity you want, figuring on 
a basis of al>out 15 feet to the length of a load 
and a width of 8 feet. 

Colonel Zenor— Don't you think it preferable 
to have that table not so wide ; for instance, you 
had six tables each 150 feet wide— that would 
be 900 feet. According to your estimate that 
would store 180 tons. 



Mr. Kemper— Yes, sir. 
. Colonel Zenor — You spoke] of two men 
straightening cane. 

Mr. Kemper— I said one man; we fed 250 
tons and I had one man; and this is where we 
have no crusher. The quantity of cane you 
put on that — ^you can regulate your speed, but 
of course there is most of it on this side, and 
you need a hook to pull over from the other 
side if you have no crusher. I believe in an 
absolutely uniform feed. I find it is necessary 
to get good extraction, and for that reason I 
had another man to straighten it to get it per- 
fectly uniform. 

Colonel Zenor— I have never yet been able 
to have cane put on the carrier by hand so 
correctly that I would not have to have some 
hands to straighten it, one on each side to 
straighten my cane when it is pulled off the 
cars, using hooks generally. In taking the cane 
from the cars I have to have from two to four 
men— four men, generally. Four men, I find, 
with hooks, can pull thirty tons an hour; and 
it takes four men to straighten that cane prop- 
erly. 

Mr. Kemper — You can dump alongside; a 
load of cane just dumped lengthwise gives you 
all your cane exactly alike; and when pulling 
it on, why it is already straight, or practically 
so; and it is the proper position to go on 
easily. 

Colonel Zenor— I had not alluded to that. 

Mr. Kemper— I would say that I have made 
an arrangement with the Link Belt Machinery 
Company to handle this device 6f mine. I did 
It because they make a specialty of sprocket 
chains that can work. This thing is all sprocket 
chains and wheels and a friction clutch with a 
little engine — the rest of it Is good work. I 
thought they could make lower figures on it 
than 1 could. They are getting up plans for 
it now and they are ready to talk business. 

Mr. Bodley— How do you get that pulling 
board back? 

Mr. Kemper— Take it and carry It bodily. I 
did start to fix an arrangement which is noth- 
ing but a cable suspended from the top of shed 
back to the rear end of the table, so attached 
to this that when it got here (indicatinfi^) it 
would be raised sufficient to clear the next load 
of cane. That can be done, but it would not 
save any labor. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat— How large a boom or 
pulling board do yon have? 

Mr. Kemper — Well, now, that is something I 
had to modify. I started out with a 3xlo; that 
is heavier than necessary and is not of the 
right shape. A 5x5, 12 feet long will do. A 
6x5 will not turn over, it will lay where yon 
put it. I lust made this model for any kind of 
hook ; in fact, I made this before I ever put 
one in actual use. I was guessing on that point. 
We had to modify this in several different 
ways. The only trouble I found with the rin- 
ging was the sprocket chain slipping— that is 
with old rigging; one side would go ahead of 
the other, and it would break it. 1 put in one 
link of chain so it would give and I changed 
the form to a 5x5, 12 feet long, and I find it is 
amply strong. 

The Chairman — Mr. Kemper, your device 
is simply to be put up in connection with the 
derricks which will bring the cane on this 
part (indicating). 

Mr. Kemper— No, sir; my device is to ob- 
viate hoists and drags. It is for cane brought 
by carts ; there are no slings required, no holst- 
inff — nothing of that kind. 

The Chairman — Doing away with hoists, 
slings, drags, etc« 

Mr- Kemper— It does not spoil your cane 
yard. You have a nice planked fioor. 

Mr. LeBlanc — I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman if in case of muddy weather he ex- 
periences any trouble with that platform. I 
think the device a splendid thing, but I would 
like to know whether he has trouble during 
muddy weather while dropping the cane on 
the platform. 

Mr. Kemper— Of course there is some mud, 



but it is considerably easier to throw that mnd 
off — in fact, the amount of mad which oomes 
on is infinitesimal as compared with that from 
the cane that is dumped on a muddy ground. 
The cane in this instance is dumped on a floor, 
a wooden floor. If you take the pains to knook 
off the big, heavy mud that drops off, why yon 
will flnd that it is much less than the mud 
which you naturally get on cane dumped on - 
the ground in muddy weather, but it gives no 
trouble. 

Mr. Soniat— The mud don^t interfere with 
the sprockets? 

Mr. Kemper— That is the point. I had some 
uneasiness about it, but I will state thi^ 
I experienced absolutely no trouble. The trasb 
nor mud did not bother the sprockets at all. I 
have reports from another concern that has 
another device; in fact I will tell you what it 
is— it is the automatic feeder that the Link 
Belt Machinery Company has on that big 
hoisting device of theirs. They put one up 
for Mr. Burgieres. He remarked that he 
thought he might have some trouble with the 
trash, etc., getting in the sprockets. I saw the 
device in operation nearly the entire season, 
and he had no trouble from this source. 

The Chairman— The first discussion to come 
up will be on the LeBlanc & Nadler system. 
The chair understood, Mr. LeBlanc, when yoa 
made your explanation that while this model 
which you show there was intended for the 
field, that you had an extension which wonld 
apply the same principle to the carrier* 

Mr. LeBlanc— We take this ground that as 
there were so many carrier feeders offered we 
are prepared also to uf mish a transfer whelt 
the railroad was used, and so we have brought 
forward the transfer where we could not get 
in with the carrier; that is the reason why we 
brought the transfer in. Its construction, as 
far as principle is concerned, is the same; hot 
of course, sir, the model does not represent 
the carrier feeder, but the construction with- 
out this principle would virtually show the 
two sections of the storage track for cane at 
night depending on the length of that 
storage track and the amount of cane to 
be fed. 

The Chairman— You can make it large 
enough to store one hundred tons? 

Mr. LeBlanc— Yes, sir; one hundred, two 
hundred, three or four hundred tons. 

The Chairman— Can you give an idea of the 
cost of a carrier like the one you describe-* 
like the model here of the transfer part? 

Mr. LeBlanc— This transfer, just as it standi 
laid down on a plantation, would cost $250 
We find, sir, tha to be the cost of the transfer 
Including two trolleys— the entire cost of that, 
allowing on a basis of $60 carpenter work, whicli 
we have to pay, but which should be done on 
a plan ration for $40. Mr. Soniat, you put up 
two. About what did you find the amount 
paid for carpenter work? 

Mr. Soniat— I do not know. 

Mr. LeBlanc — We pay a carpenter, who 
charges us a pretty good price now — it costs 
about $3.50 a day when we furnish that car« 
penter; but we can agree to put it up for $60, 
we furnishing the carpenter and the plantation 
boarding the carpenter. The lumber will cost 
about $^ or $95, on a basis of $15 per thousand, 
and the necessary *' T " rail and bolts, every* 
thingwith the exception of the nails, is $50— say 
$50. The lumber is $100, and we will pay the car- 
penter work, as we would furnish it, at $60« 
You see that gives $210. I say that any planta- 
tion can have this carpenter work done for 
about $40, as I know it is possible; they may 
even have it done for $3^5, but if we have to 
send a carpenter the cost is $60. That 
makes the total cost $210. Then there are two 
trolleys, which I believe cost $5 each— that 
makes $220 for that apparatus, built up in the 
field, with all the necessary platforms of 2>{- 
inch plank, with good solid sills and every- 
thing. In other words, every piece of 1 umber 
furnished. Of course, we are not including 
this railroad track. 
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The d^dnmui^l would aok Mr. LeBlanc 
what the length of that woald be. 

Mr. LeBUao^The l^nsth would be 180 feet. 
From this point here (inaicatinaO to that point 
baok jonder (indicating) ie 180 feet You 
lose no space at all for car room. You have 
vonr empty cars right along here, and your 
lo^ed oars can be backed to this point. That 
is wh^re the last loaded car stands. Mr. Pres- 
ident, when that car turns out from there— this 
is buiit with a slight incline— that runs until it 
bits this stop here (indicating). It is then 
tripped. This is raised (indicaHng), and this 
little incline runs it along here. Th6 man 
trips it, and sends that trolley back. It re- 
toms back by gravity to the other end. We 
took two men to run this. To move all the cars 
would require extra men. 1 believe that we 
are safe in saying that the transfer will handle 
five hundred tons of cane with two men — no 
mules, no hoist. Mr. Soniat has had this 
transfer in use two vears, and I would simply 
ask him if he consiaered it satisfactory? 

Mr. Soniat— Perfectly satisfactory, sir. I 
can handle a load a minute. 

The Chairman— We will call on Mr. Soniat 
later to state the practical workings of it. 
Yon state the cost as $260? 

Mr. LeBlanc— We will My that the lumber is, 
gay, $100 for the lumber. We furnish all the iron 
material, **T*^ rail, bolts, everything necessary 
to put that in good shape, except the actual 
nails, for $60. We furnish all the material for 
$150. The carpenter work we would agree to 
erect for $50. That is $210, and two trolleys at 
$5 each, is $220. Now that will be the cost, 
excepting the royalty. For $250 we would 
^rant the royalty over any part of your planta- 
3on. That is, for the plantation proper, and 
we would bring in a privilege for it to be used 
on a railroad running down the track $100 ex- 
tra. In other words, we agree to give the roy- 
alty for $250, and $100 extra for any use down 
the track. 

I would say that last year Mr. Soniat bought 
two, and the party next to his place had put 
in some transfer. I don^t remember exactly 
whethier it was the American hoist, or some 
other. I donH know positively which. The 
year before last I saw it working. They have 
since taken out the transfer and put ours in. 

Don't confuse the transfer with the carrier 
feeder. I was speaking of the transfer en- 
tirely out in the field. That Vindicating) rep- 
resents the transfer out in the field, just the 
the same as Mr. Mallon's, or anybody elses, to 
transfer your cane from cart to cars. This is 
intended to represent a railroad car. That is 
transferred simply from cart to car out in the 
field; that is the way it will sUnd. This is 
a transfer. Then I would venture to say, sir, 
when it came to transferring, I will bank the 
last— I will guarantee to transfer two loads of 
cane with that transfer against any other 
transfer transferring one. In other words, I 
will agree to jnake the test whenever it is 
oaUed. I will guarantee to do this. You 
may put up fifteen wagons, one right behind 
the other. I will take the cane out of these 
fifteen wagons, transfer it into cars in half 
the time occupied by any other transfer in the 
market. There is no time lost— in fact, the 
only time required is in stopping to hitch 
these two little chains over that trolley, two 
•chains around a load of cane ; the cart drives 
off and turns out here. We run two trolleys; 
one is coming down while the other is going 
back with the body still suspended. While 
that car turns here, the man that is hitching 
the trolley to it turns around and lifts it. The 
driver never gets off. 

Colonel Zenor— If I understand your device, 
it is simply to take the place of what we call 
our holsters in the field to hoist the cane out 
of the cart and put in cars? 

Mr. LeBlano— Yes, sir; that Is just what it 
is intended to take the place of. 

Colonel Zenor— Does this chain that you 
have in your cart still remain in the cars or is 
the chain taken off? 



Mr. LeBlanc— No, sir, the chain is fastened^ 
It is in position. You see this load here (indi- 
catinfi^) trips and the bar is ordinarily hanging 
just above the car. That trolley is run around 
wjth that bar still hanging, makes turns and 
comes down by gravitation : run to the other 
end, this car turns around here (indicating), 
comes around at this point (indicating) when 
the bar runs back. You haven't to wait for 
the same bar that came out; that is gone with 
the load. We use two trolleys io each transfer. 
Of course yon can use one. 

Colonel Zenor— You find two ropes sufiicient 
to keep a load of cane together. 

Mr. LeBlanc — Yes, sir; when you have a bar 
at the bottom. You know the bar at the bot- 
tom will prevent the cane from bjeaklng, as it 
were, from the bottom, if you have your bar 
long enough. That bar prevents it from 
breaidng. 

Colonel Zenor — We use four ropes in place of 
two. 

Mr. LeBlanc— In the field that hook is 
brought over and is passed through this 
ring, IS pulled down tight, and wherever the 
slack comes you hook it. 

Colonel Zenor— My transfer hoist will take 
cane from the cart and dump it in the car. The 
cart comes right alongside of the car that is on 
the railroad track. We just push over and 
drop it instantly in the car and the rope then 
is untied, the ropes hoisted out and the cane 
put in the car last. It comes to the carrier 
without any ropes in the car at all. 

The Chairman— I would ask if the system 
you have described is the same in principle as 
the one employed at McManor, the trolley 
system, where the loads are brought, or on 
G. B. Reuss' place? 

Mr. LeBlanc— As far as Mr. Reuss^ place is 
concerned, that is not our track ; that is our 
transfer; though I think the Link Belt Com- 
pany put up that feeder. They constructed a 
different trolley and a different track; but in 
getting their cane upon the track, Mr. Reuss, 
after looking over the matter considerably, 
came to us and stated he would like to get our 
transfer, which was simply — that is all we have 
had. His transfer— we sold the right to use 
the transfer — the right to put cane out of the 
cars on that track; we sold the right to use 
that transfer to put the cane on the trolley 
track. 

The Chairman— Are you prepared to state 
what the additional expense of your car- 
rier attachment would be? 

Mr. LeBlanc — 1 suppose the question you 
mean to ask is what a carrier feeder on the 
LeBlanc and Nadler type would cost for so 
many tons. This depends on the number of 
tons of cane to be ground, 150 tons, 300 tons 
capacity ; I believe that for 300 tons they will 
be in the neighborhood of $2500. We are not 
very cheap ; we confess that, sir. 

The Chairman— When you speak of loading 
carts into cars, what size are these carts? 

Mr. LeBlanc— The same principle applies to 
small as to big cars. I have handled as hi^h 
as 350 tons in a day with the American Hoist 
at one hoist in a day— a big day's work, but I 
think we could do twice that. 

Well, sir; I would like to ask Mr. Soniat, 
what do you think one of these transfers could 
transfer to a point in a day. You made the 
remark aboat a load a minute. You have had 
two years' experience in this matter? . 

Mr. Soniat— At my sugar house I handle 
about 250 tons a day ; not because I can not 
handle more, but because there is no more to 
handle ; but I make it — I make the statement, 
and I would not be afraid to stand to it, that if 
we could handle the cars fast enough, and the 
carts, we could handle a load a minute easily — 
in fact, it is a question simply of bringing up 
the carts and the cars. I believe a load a minute 
could be handled. 

The Chairman — You sometimes have to wait 
for one, and sometimes for the other? 



Mr. Soniat— There is praotioally no limit to 
the quantity that can be handled. 

The Chairman— You think the system will 
enable yon to handle a load a minute? 

Mr. Soniat— In fact it has done it. 

Mr. LeBlanc— Just can't get the cars fast 
enough. 

The Chairman— Won't Colonel Mallon or 
Mr. Bodley speak to the subject? The chair 
would ask Colonel Mallon if this system whlchr 
is described in Mr. Bodley'a paper has been 
tested. In other words, to give us *^ the proof 
of the pudding.'' 

Colonel James Mallon— Mr. Bodley, I thini^ 
has had as much experience as I have had ; he 
can tell. 

The Chairman— The chair understands you^ 
have been making a round of the different 
sugar houses and you know where the system 
has been tried, even if you can not give results. 

Colonel Zenor — Our friend Mr. Mallon is like 
most inventive geniuses — extremely modest 
and don't want to ^* blow his own horn," anci 
has some one else to do it for him. 

The Chairman— The chair understands Mr.. 
Cooper has handled 850 tons a day, and if that 
is so his experience would be valuable. 

Mr. J. M. Cooper— We handled it with sUngs 
with this American hoist. It was not one ct 
these boom hoists; it was a boom and a mast,, 
and we just simply had a spreader that we put 
our slings on the carts, loaded the cane in and 
hooked the slings on to the hooks when the 
cart drove up, and we did not keep that cart 
there a minute; just as soon as it hoisted up^ 
the cart cleared— did not take over half a min- 
ute. We threw a couple of slings in the cart 
and sent it off. If we had to hold these carts^ 
there one, two or three minutes yon were load- 
ed from the carts to the cars. We did not 
leave our sllngB under the cane. We simply 
had a couple of pieces of 2x6, about 6 f^t 
long, I should judge, and put up an incline a 
little to each other, with a ring in the middle 
hitched on four wire hooks, two hooks on each, 
piece, and a little piece of wood on one side 
with a trip, and one sling around the car just 
to ffive that a little pull. 

The Chairman— When vou speak of handling 
350 tons a day you mean in the ordinary work- 



ing day? 



r. Cooper — We mean every day during the 
grinding season. We handle seventeen cars ot 
cane a day at the hoist. We take in cars from 
twenty-five to twenty-six tons. Seventeen, 
cars of twenty tons would be 840. We work 
convicts, 

, The Chairman— That Is a day of twenty-four 
hours? 

Mr. Cooper— From about 5 o'clock in the 
morning until as long as they could see. There 
were certain times when work was done in the 
dark, when the cars would go out there from 
the sugar house — there were some men loading, 
the cars; and I dare say they some times went 
to loading before 5 o'clock, and we worked 
frequently from twelve to fourteen hours a 
day. We could load a car easily inside an 
hour with twenty to twenty-five tons. 

We usually take these large cars on the 
night watches mostly. What we could not 
make up with small cars we made with the 
large cars. The small cars we imloaded by 
hand, and the large cars we dumped with a 
Spelman hoist. I believe in this cane carrier 
feeder that Mr. Kemper spoke of, and had the 
intention of putting in that chain because 
when we would dump these large cars, and it 
was raining, or the weather was wet, some 
times the cane took a slide and would sweep 
the small car off the track; and I wanted some 
device that would keep the cane from sliding 
down on the carrier and still feed it. 

The Chairman— Your inclined feeder fed 
with iron hooks? 

Mr. Cooper — I am speaking of an inclined, 
feeder to the carrier with mese large cane 
sheds. 

The Chairman— Do you handle the cane in. 
standard cars? 
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* Mr. Oodper— Ye§, sir. 

Mr. Bodlej— -Will you please ttate, Mr. 
Oooper, what the Bpelnian hoist cost? 

Mr. Cooper— The two I ffot cost $8600 each 
for the roachlae; that is, a«de from the cane 
^ed; and It Is an expensive cane shed huUd- 
ing. The track |or the lift is fifty feet from 
the around. 1 have hailt two of them ; In fact, 
fttrmshed a plant for Mr. Bur^^ri^res, and I 
would lilce to say that I have heen on Messnr. 
Dogas & LeBlanc's, and I watched the Mallon 
machine there feed the cane carrier, and I have 
jriven this th ing considerable attention; and 
while I doh't like to admit it, I frankly will, 
lot I think they put their cane on the carrier 
with just about the same amount of labor that 
It took to pick up the straggling cane on a 
plantation railroad with the Spelman hoist. 
I watched the thing all day, and watched 
closely ; and I can not see why it can not make 
the cost of feeding cane carriers as low as }4 
•cent per ton. Mr. LeBIanc, of Messrs. Dugas 
Ai LeBlanc, was there at the time, and he said 
It did not make any difference whether they put 
>on 600 or 1000 tons, it was all the same to 
tfiem. I mention this, as I do not know why 
it is that the railroads will not allow you to let 
4owli the sides of cars. There might be some- 
tiling in the way. Mr. Mallon can explain 
that; but wherever you can get the cane in 
ears, and let the sides down, I donH think 
there Is anything else that can touch it. 

The Chairman— Mr. Cooper, is not the hoist 
you speak of, is that not used with sliding side 
cars? 

Mr. Cooper— That is what it is made for. 
When the Gramercy factory was built, they 
went to the railroads to And out if they would 
idlow the car sides to be let down; they ob- 
jected to it, and Mr. Spelman was determined 
to have something to unload his oars with. 
If he could have gotten them to consent to let 
down the sides of the ci&rs, why there would 
have been some other arrangement to unload 
the cars besides the Spelman hoist. 

Mr. Bodley— Will you please state if it Is 
necessary to have this large cane shed 60 feet 
high to use the Spelman hoist. 

Mr. Cooper— If you have any less It is going 
to be troublesome. Now the first shed they 
built was (I think that was 45 feet 6 inches) 
that was at Gramercy. The next shed was at 
dhadyslde and that was 88 feet; and then they 
Inmished plans for us— the Link Belt people 
did— that was 85 feet; and we found that it 
was too low. In fact, we got large wheels, 
large diameter wheels and put on that Spel- 
man hoist to raise it up, because our chains 
would not dump the cars at Cunnij3gham*s 
tmless we pulled the bottom very high aud hit 
the shafts of the hoist, and we broke a number 
of shafts. We concluded that was too expen- 
49ive and we put on larger wheels. The track 
the hoist runs on is 50 feet from the ground. 

Mr. Bodley — What was the entire cost of the 
Spelman hoist, including the cane sheds, with 
Hie hoist in it, at Reserve? 

Mr. Cooper— The cane shed plant, with the 
lioist in it, and whole apparatus, was some- 
thing like $18,800. 

The Chairman— Including the building? 

Mr. Cooper— Yes, sir. It is a very elaborate 
3)nilding; but then that was put up late last 
tM and on short time; it was rather an ex- 
tfavagant price. They had quaranttne diffi- 
culties and other obstacles. I might say that 
the price might be shaded somewhat, notwith- 
standing all that, although I like to see that 
Jdnd of a place go up. 

The Chairman— Was not the building, or the 
frame rather, steel? 

Mr. Cooper — ^Timber frame. The timber 
was furnished here from Slldell; it is all 
dressed lumber. The sugar house has a steel 
'frame ; the mill proper has a steel frame : but 
tJie cane shed has a wooden frame. It is an 
«xact pattern of Cunningham ^s, in Texas, ex- 
cept that it is higher. 

Mr. Dymond — Some railroads object to 
carrying cane in cars with the sides down. 



Abont the only one I know of that does allow 
It is Governor Warmoth^'s on the other side 
of the river, and they handle that railroad to 
suit themselves; and they are patting up ar- 
rangements to let down the sides. They have 
some way of lashing the sides. 

Mr. Cooper— There is no trouble about mak- 
ing the cars so the sides will stay up; but 
what they are afraid of is that It will be like 
putting a pipe through the levee, that people 
will become careless, and that It will result in 
a train being wrecked. I was told by a super- 
intendent that the sides might be dropped pro- 
vided they put sticks in the pockets, independ- 
ent of the hinge arrangement 

The Chairman — In reference to the system 
which Mr. Bodley describes in his paper, I 
would like to ask him to kindly give us the 
direct results obtained so far from that system. 

Mr. Bodley— In 1896, Mr. Mallon invented 
this feeder. We put one up at Messrs. Tros- 
clalr & Roblcbaux's, on Bayou Lafourche, and 
spent most of the time up there trying to per- 
fect that machine. When it .was perfected 
and made satisfactory to ourselves, as well as 
to these gentlemen, we left the sugar house 
and placed an order for two feeders, two cane 
carriers, and also an order from Messrs. Dugas 
& LeBlanc. These machines have worked 
through the grinding season and have given 
entire satisfaction. We have letters from these 
gentlemen to that effect. Planters from this 
State, and also from the Hawaiian Islands have 
visited these plantations; and they said while 
they found some things to criticise in this 
country as not being as good as in the islands, 
that they found a great many machines in this 
country a great deal better; but they had no 
criticism whatever, no fault whatever to find 
with this Mallon cane carrier feeder. They 
worked very successfully, there is nothing 
about them to get out of order. If anything 
should possibly fall into the mill or onto the 
carrier, it goes through the mill without caus- 
ing any trouble, iron tooth about five six- 
teenths of an inch thick. It passes through 
without giving any trouble at all. 

I do not know what I can add more than 
that the machine speaks for itself. 

We could have placed a great many last 
year, but thought best to await the success of 
the three we had established. These machines 
are capable of handling 300, 600, 900 or 1200 
tons, as at Dugas & LeBlanc. You can add 
that the price for the 800. 600, 900 or 1300 tons, 
whether the planter grinds 1000 tons a day or 

grinds 500 tons or 4(% tons, will be repaid by 
le machine Itself the first year. 

Colonel Zenor — You stated that It does not 
require any extra hands to straighten the cane 
on the carrier. I have never been able to 
put cane on the carrier, lay it on the car- 
rier by hand without having some one there to 
straighten it. 

Mr. Bodley— Nevertheless the fact is that 
these different plantations that used three ma- 
chines did not have anybody to straighcen it. 

Colonel Zenor— They have the Krajewski 
crusher. 

Mr. Dymond— With the exception of Tros- 
clalr & Robichaux I don't think they have. 

Mr. Bodley — The crusher regulates this. In 
the machine feeding the carrier regulates this. 

Mr. McQulston— In the case of Mr. O'Nelirs 
hoist, that he has given us a testimonial 
about, that he could have handled 400 tons per 
day for the same cost that he handled 277 tons, 
would say Mr. O'Neill is present and I would 
rather he speak for himself. 

Mr. W. A. O'Neill— I had not prepared any 
figures — did not intend to have anything to 
say. I furnished Mr. McQulston with letters 
prepared by ray bookkeeper. I say there I 
handled 277 tons a day, while the expense of 
handling that 277 tons would have been the 
same if the apparatus had been worked at full 
capacity, which I figure to be about 400 tons. 
We handled the cane for four cents. I handled 
the cane back from the carts on table at a total 
expense of $14 a day. 



Mr. Ghurehill— That Was joar MtA «zp«Bse 
for twentv -three hours. 

Mr. O'Neill — Yea, air; for lwealy-tbr«e 
hours; we would run about tweo^^-tkree 
hours and take one h^ur to cle«n up. when I 
speak of handling 277 tons a day, I meaa tbe 
average. I did handle at the rate of 895 toot, 
I think. In one day. 

The Chairman— You are satisfied that the 
apparatus could handle 400 tons. 

Mr. O'Neill— That is what lesHmated the ap- 
paratus as being able to handle. 

Mr. McQuist& — I would say that we do not 
ask for any royalty ; all we ask is reason. These 
machines we sell for $1500, erected. At the 
time we named this price we were a little nnoer- 
taln whether we would come out whole or not, 
but we did come through all right, though the 
yellow fever scare affected us somewhat. We 
happened to have our man there, so we were 
not kept away on that acoount. 

The Chairman— Do you furnish a machine 
for three, six and nine hundred tons? 

Mr. McQulston— These machines, Mr. Pres- 
ident, are all of the same size. 

The Chairman— When Mr. O'Neill spoke of a 
machine that could handle 400 tons, that is the 
one you refer to now? 

Mr. McQulston- Yes, sir; we only furnish 
one class of machine, and Mr. O'Neill has esti- 
mated its capacity at 400 tons. We think if it 
was strained a little it would do better; but we 
must take into consideration that he taking 
one and one-half tons and upward at a loa4f. 
Now that machine will handle three tons at 
a load. 

Mr. O'Neill— That is not estimating the 
capacity of his hoist. I take the ordinary loads 
that are brought here by our people. These 
carts will average more than one and three- 
fourths tons to the load— from one and a half 
to two tons when the cane is tolerably straight. 

The Chairman— The machine will handle 
extra heavy loads as well as light? 

Mr. O'Neill— A great many people ask me if 
the hoist has sufficient storage capacity. I 
stored around that hoist about 300 tons at one 
time without any trouble at all. 

The Chairman— You use this storage room 
for your night cane, I suppose? 

Mr. 0*Nelll— Yes, sir. 

Col. Zenor— I would ask Mr. Bodley if the 
Mallon machine is run by a connection with 
the machinery already in the sugar house, or 
if it is necessary to have an extra engine? 

Mr. Bodley —It is run by the machiney in 
the sugar house, by a sprocket wheel of about 
thirty Inches. 

Col. Zenor — Is run by the same engine that 
runs the sugar house? 

Mr. Bodley— Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cooper— What is the cost of this trmna- 
fer— to transfer cane from carts to the stand- 
ard-gauge cars? Although I have handled 
them I do not know what the cost is, and I 
would like to have that information. 

Mr. McQulston— We furnish the derrldk, 
ropes, blocks— the planter can furnish Uie 
woodwork cheaper than we can — ropee, 
blocks, every thing complete, for $125, and 
the horse-power that does the lifting will cost 
$110. This is $235 for' the machine all oom- 
plete with the exception of the woodwork. 
This transfer has the advantage of being able 
to use any sort of sling. You can use a rope * 
sling, let it down Into the cart, untie it and let 
your sling come out. 

Mr. Bodley — Now, but one word in l>ehalf 
of myself and the gentleman whose machines 
are sold here to-night, and that is, that what- 
ever appliances are ordered by the planters, 
or whatever machine they expect to install 
this year, should be ordered early, because 
there is music in the air in the way of quaran- 
tine tribulations, which may come when warm 
weather comes. Our country friends, doctors 
and others are going to give us the same 
trouble that they gave us uistyear; and we 
certainly don't want a repetition of that. We 
have taken orders for tw^u^ of tfaeseJioiBta, 
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and expect about two or three times that 
mach, an<) we want to get onr work done soon 
~not during the latter part of the summer; 
and I suppose the other gentlemen feel that 
way, too. 

The Chairman — The chair understands you 
are willing to examine the different localities 
and see what conditions exist in each locality, 
so as to give the greatest amount of work for 
the cheapest amount of cost. 

Mr. LeBlanc—I would ask Mr. Kemper, do 
yon experience any trouble about breaking that 
feed of yours? What I mean by that is when 
you get one load close to the carrier, and you 
get another load, say thirty feet away, you 
have to keep two loads coming together. 

Mr. Kemper— The way to obviate that would 
be to have another table. 

The Chairman— The chair understands that 
Mr. Dlcldnson, representing the Lidgerwood 
Manufacturing Company, is present at the 
meeting to-night. We would ask Mr. Dickinson 
to state if he has any views to express on the 
Bubiect under discussion. 

Mr. Dickison — I am very sorry that I did not 
know of this meeting nntil about three days 
ago or X would have had our model here: -We 
have built a cane hoist and tested it thoroughly. 
I might say to the gentlemen present that they 
can see the same thing working at Chalmette 
in handling cotton. It is tested and is now 
handling 120 loads an hour, or two loads a 
minutes— pretty fast work. You can use that 
same device— in fact, three hundred are now 
constructed for the handling of various ma- 
terial. Messrs. Woodward, Wight & Co., 
will sell this for $200, less hoisting operators, 
and you need not pay for it until you are saUs- 
lied. We will ship it to your plantation and 
allow you to use it in order to give it a trial ; 
all that you will have to say is that you want it 
or don^t want It after tested. I am sorry I 
have no model here tonight. 

The Chairman— Will it handle cane from 
carts to cars? 

Mr. Dickinson — ^What I am speaking of now 
is taking the place of transfers from carts to 
cars; plantation cars. Then we have what is 
called the cable hoist to handle and store at 
night. This is a simple cable hoist: probably 
most of you are acquainted with it. There 
have been about two hundred of them built for 
other purpses. It is simply a suspended wire 
rope and the trolley travels on the wire rope. 
It is simply a device that picks up the cane, 
picks it out of the cart and deposits it for feed- 
ing, or it might be deposited for night work ; 
and when night comes it takes only one en- 
gineer, one man to pick up and deposit along 
under the cables. There is nothing experimen- 
tal about it, and we would be glad to furnish 
any one with all the information desired, by 
applying to Messrs. Woodward, Wight & Co. 
They will be glad to furnish you with a de- 
scriptive catalogue. 

' The Chairman — ^The discussion has not gone 
over one-half the ground this subject deserves, 
and if it is thought of sutiioient importance to 
deserve a second consideration, the chair would 
puggest that the same subject should go over 
until the March meeting, unless another sub- 
ject is now proposed for discussion. 

Mr. Dymond — While the members are digest- 
ing that matter, as to what to do, I would state 
that Col. C. Harrison Parker is present this 
evening, and desires to address the association 
regarding the exhibition at Omaha, and would 
ask the courtesy of Mr. Parker taking the 
floor? 

The Chairman—The association will be very 
glad to hear from Colonel Parker. 

Mr. C. Harrison Parker : Mr. President and 
(Gentlemen— In the month of June there will 
beheld in Omaha, Neb., the Trims- Mississippi 
and International Exposition. Next to Chicago I 
suppose it will be the largest exposition we have 
had in this country in recent years. The State 
of Louisiana proposes to have an exhibit there. 
The last session of the Le^slature authorized 
the Commissioner of Agriculture to get up an 



exhibit. The Agricultnrml Bureau, at a meet- 
ing a few days ago, determined to g tupa 
first-class exhibit for the State of Louislaoa> 
which will of course include the f agar exhibit. 
Professor Stubbs and Professor Morjntn are in 
Omaha now. We had engaged 55<K) feet of 
room for Louisiana, but there was some bitch 
about their rules and regulations; whether we 
could limit our exhibit or had to divide it into 
the horticultural building, mining building, 
etc., and scatter it. It may be necessary for us 
to put up a building there. Now, we desire 
that the Sugar Planters' Association should co- 
operate with us in getting up an exhibit of the 
su^ar industry of Louisiana; not merely a 
technical one, showing the different grades of 
sugar. That does not represent the great In- 
dustry of this State. We thought that if we 
had a photographic display there — nothing 
speaks like a picture — of the sugar industry, 
photographs of the large manufacturing es- 
tablishmenta— flrstA2lass sugar houses — the 
people from the Northwest and the people of 
whole United States could look at a photograph 
of the Miles Sugar Retinery for instance, and 
form some idea of this vast Industry who 
might otherwise know .nothing of it.. With 
this end in view we wanted to get up a num- 
ber of photographic views. I merely mention 
the Miles place as one that is large. We want 
a number of photographs of the large sugar 
manufacturing establishments In this State; 
scenes of field work, typical, sugar houses, 
sugar house scenes and such like. I had a 
talk with Mr. Dymond some time ago in the 
fall, 'but the yellow fever interfered some- 
what with the inauguration of this matter; 
but it was then very lite, and too late 
to get any field scenes, which we desire 
to get. We think that the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association should take hold of mis 
matter and get up such an exhibit, with pho- 
tographic displays of Louisiana and the sugar 
Industry of Louisiana. Of course the pictures 
would be returned to those who furnished them 
after the exposition was over, and they could 
have them to adorn their rooms, or for any 
future exposition. Colonel Dymond has stated 
there are a number of views already in exist- 
ence that we could have copied or enlarged. 
Of course they will have to be photographs of 
considerable size in order to show well, and 
these could be supplemented with other views 
that would be taken in the spring. We desire 
to ask this association, therefore, that they 
undertake the work of getting up a photo- 
graphic display of the sugar district of Lou- 
isiana. Professor Stubbs and Professor Mor- 
gan will be the commissioners there; they 
would be hereto-nlgbt, but they are In Omaha. 
I was one of the committee to set the matter 
In motion. We simply ask that this associa- 
tion take hold of the matter and help us out. 

llie Chairman— You have heard the remarks 
of Colonel Parker. Mr. Dymond, have you 
anything to suggest, to offer as to putting this 
matter into proper shape? 

Mr. Dymond — I should think it would be 
wise to appoint a committee to take the matter 
up. There are certainly now in this city a very 
large collection of pictures made on the various 
plantations that, as Colonel Parker has just 
said, might be secured, and If these are en- 
larged It would make a very creditable dis- 
play. Colonel Parker, I believe, is the com- 
missioner of Louisiana. 

In this connection I might add that the beet 
sugar industry of this country is looming up 
now rapidly. Many persons think their 
capacity In that direction unlimited, but in the 
matter of the sugar cane growers, that we are 
restricted geographically; that is not so nearly 
true as many people think, as these, our de- 
bates, in this association show. It has been 
urged here, and I believe correctly, that the 
Gulf States of Florida and Georgia and Ala- 
bama and Mississippi and Louisiana and Texas 
can supply 2,000,000 tons of sugar without 
any very serious strain upon their resources 
when the people shall be educated up to the 



production of sug»r as will come right ;aJoiii[^ 
under the central factory system. It woula 
seem de^lraljje to show our friends North onr 
resources in' this' direction, show the magni- 
tude, show how we carry on our big sugar 
houses under modem methoda— these very 
things we discussed to-night; show appllancea 
of modern methods to the industry. I shonHI 
think the right thing to do would l>e to appoint 
a committee. I don*t want to make that mo- 
tion; I have so much to do. With your usual 
courtesy you may be apt to name some of the 
''young blood ''—Mr. Chtirchill, Mr. McQuis* 
ton, and one or two others who would doubt-- 
less be willing to put their shoulders to the 
wheel In various sections of the State and work. 
the matter up. 

The Chairman— A motion is now in order^ 
providing for the appointment of a committee 
to take charge of the exhibit of the Sugar* 
Planters' Association which is to be held at 
the Omaha exhibition— not the sugar exhibit, 
but the exhibit of photographic pictures of 
the sugar district of Louisiana. 

A motion was put and duly carried that the. 
chair appoint a committee to take this matter 
in hand. 

Colonel Parker— So as to satisfy any gentle* 
man who has any pictures to send I would 
state that Professor Stubbs will be there, and 
Professor Morgan. You all know these gen- 
tlemen, so you could feel pretty certain that 
any pictures presented would l>e certain to be 
returned to you. Professor Stubbs will have 
charge of them— you all know who he is. 

The Chairman— If Professor Stubbs retiima 
in time, in all probability he will be named= 
one of the committee. 

There being no further business before the* 
meeting, a motion to adjourn was put and. 
carried. 

Meetins: of the Suj^ar Cane Growers^ 
of Rayne. 

A meeting of the sugar cane growers of 
Rayne was called at the town hall on Decem- 
ber 24, for the purpose of organizing ^^ The 
Acadia Planting and Refining Association/^ 
Hon. E. Daboval, Jr., stated the object of the 
meeting and demonstrated the necessity of in- 
creasing the cane culture in our section. In- 
view of the low price of cotton and the al^so- 
lute necessity of irrigation to insure a rioe. 
crop, it became apparent to all that a sugar ' 
house was an indispensable necessity in«>ur 
town. 

All to a unit were willing to increase their 
culture, to subscribe liberally toward the 
building of a plant and to guarantee to dispose 
of their cane to no other factory for three 
years, and to subscribe the sum of fifteen> 
thousand dollars as an Investment. The acre- - 
age of cane Is now about 600 acres and next 
season 1000 acres would be sold to the factory. 

This is a splendid opportunity for investors, 
and we sincerely hope that our home people 
and merchants will subscribe liberally to sucb^ 
an enterprise. > 

Offers have been made to build the refinery 
for $80,000 and to deliver the same in running^ 
order, the capacity to be 16,000 pounds of ^ 
clarified sugar every twenty-four hours. 

Messrs. £. Daboval, Jr., and E. Eleazar are 
taldng an active part in this move, and cer- 
tainly deserve the help of our town people. 

Another meeting was held yesterday at the 
town hall, an account of which will appear iii 
our next issue. — Rayne Tribune. 



Col. J. W. Bamett, of Shadyside plantation, 
was a guest of the St. Charles Hotel on Sunday*. 
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BBCBIPTS AND SALBS AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WBBK 
ENDING FEB. x8, 1898. 
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87,742 

85,918 
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RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FROM SiBPT, 



1897, TO FEB. x8, X898. 
/— Sugar- 



Received ..^...^...~. ^........ 

Sold — 

Received same time last year.^ 
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18.778 
28,997 
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1,221,624 
1,189,962 
1,118,168 
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196,6W 
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RBCBIPTS AND 8ALS8 AT NBW OftLBANS FOR THB WBBK 
BNDINO FEB. x8, 1898. 

Bbls. Clxam, 



Received , 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 9,788 
... 10,785 



2,649 



HBdBIPTS AT NBW ORIiBANS FROM AUQ. !• x897i TO PI^B. 
x8, 1898. COMPARBD WITH I«A8T TBAR, BAM B TIMB, 



This yeai .. 
Last jear.. 



Sacks Rouoh. 

^ 419,896 
^ 872,198 



Bbis. Cuia»« 

8,081 
5,971 



Su^ar. 

Sugar was in good detnaud at the end 
o£ the week, and all offerings met with 
a ready sale. Although the receipts 
are large for the season the sales are in 
excess of arrivals. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals strong. 



Rice. 

The rice market was steady, both for 
rough and clean goods, at the end of the 
week and the demand was good. Offer- 
ings are rather restricted and prices 
well maintained. 



Talmage's Rice Market Report. 

'^ Everything Is booming,^' both domestic 
and foreign; the former on easier terms, the 
latter at a fractional advance. Medium grades 
In each are at a nominal parity, but the form- 
er, as heretofore, commands the major patron- 
age. These styles are not only popular, bat 
merchants seem disposed to ^^throw them 
down/' li:nowing that they must be relied 
upon to furnish the main supplv until new 
crop. Certain grades of domestic are receiv* 
ing lively attention, toeing far and away cheap- 
er than any possible import, namely, prime to 
choice Carolina and ordinary to fair Louisiana. 
Advices from the South note rapidly depleting 
stocks, but as planters and others interested in 
the coming crop must needs dnd the *'where- 
wlthaP' as against expenditures for prelimin^ 
ary preparations, seed, etc., there are free of* 
ferings and reasonable ideas in the matter of 
values. Cables note enlarging inquiry for all 
styles, and extreme prices being paid for se- 
lections suitable for the United States. Stocks 
of latter are insigniticant, much smaller than at 
any time past ten years. There has been a 
rather confident looking forward to lowering 
values with the incoming of the new crop 
Burmah, but such is gradually being given up« 
The natives are not disposed to sell such at 



figures current on old crop and are likely to 
stick to present tactics until at least the height 
of season places the control of arrivals beyond 
their power. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Beceipts, cleaned, 
50,800 barrels; sales, 48,465 barrels. Demand 
steady at former range of values. Forward 
supply less than at equal date last year. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 



crop movement to date: Receipts (rough), 
inclusive of amount carried over, 472,100 saoks^ 
last year, 546,150 sacks. Sales, cleaned (esti- 
mated), 82,425 barrels; last year, 92,508 bar- 
rels. Gk)od local demand all styles. General 
call still confined te ordinary and fair gnwles. 
Market steady. 



Mr. B. J. Morey, of Patterson, was regis- 
tered at the Commercial during the week. 



The Cuban Sugar Crop 

Statement of Exports and Stocks of Sugar January 



Exports. 



Havana 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Cienfuegos 

Sagua 

CaTbarien 

Guantanamo.. 

Cuba 

Manzanillo 

Nuevitas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



Sacks. 
7,951 
4,960 

21,309 



200 



1897. 

Hhds. 



34,420 

Stoclu. 

Havana 162,305 

Matanzas : 20,671 

Cardenas 30,943 

Cienfuegos 21,834 

1,592 

1,340 

600 

735 



154 



Sa^a 

Caibarien 

Guantanamo 

Cuba 

Manzanillo... 

Nuevitas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



154 



Local consumption, 1 month.. 



Stock of old crop, January 1 

Receipts to January 31 at all the ports 

NOTK.—Bagfi, 310 pounds; hotheads, 1550 pounds 
Havana^ January 31 y 1898 



of 1897-98. 

31 , 1 898 y and same daU last year, 

1898. 

Tons. Sacks. Hhds. Tons. 

12,744 

24,532 

48,195 ; 

69,460 

4^470 ^[^''ZZZ 
4,763 159,401 22,060 

22,640 

122,838 

93,630 

47,456 

8,593 

5,208 

3;626 ''Z'''''''Z ^ 

33,310 * 303,985 42,069 

38,073 64,129 

3,500 3,500 

41,573 67,629 

31,960 1,515 

9,613 66,114 

; tons, 2240 pounds. 

Joaquin Guma. 
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rVtil. XXNo.S. 



WANTS. 



W« will pnbUsh in tiUt cotems, frta of ckaxg« nadl 
IwtlMrBotlce, the applicmtiona of all numaiKori, otot- 
•Mn, •n g tne c i i and tngar , makers, and oChen who may 
^ laefclng positions In the conntry. and also the wants 
of planters desiring to employ any ti these. 



r* ANTED— IRI8H.AMERICAN, a6 YEARS OF 
W age, honest, capable and efficient, desires posi* 
tlon of management in Mexico. Address L.AWRENCE 
M. DOOLKY, Stetion O, Philadelphia, Pa. a-S-gS 

ANTED— A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
, V soger maker for the coming season; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. I«. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. a-S-gS 



tlon o' 
M. D( 

w 



WANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and she«:t iron worker in country for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house ; long experience 
and good references s^Ten; easy terms. Address T. D., 
I IS9 Orange street, New Orleans. s»i5 <fj 



WANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general vard man.city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street. 
New Orleans. a-io-c0 



WA N T E D— POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five Tears' experience, or clerk in mer* 
chandise store; single; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. a-io 98 



WANTED— SUGAR HOUSE ENGINEERS, 
chemists and sugar boilers : none but first-class 
and experienced men need apply. Address S. H. 



DYER A CO., aioByrne Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 



appl 

, LO 



a.^-98 



TX7ANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
^^ chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. 2-5-^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
on a plantation ; has had many vears' experience; 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SIN'i'ES, 343a 
Chartres street. a -5-^^ 



"WTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^~ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BERGER, J815 St. Antoine street. >-5-9B 



TITANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
^^ considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions for coming campaign; the best 
of references on applicstion. Address " CRYSTALS/* 
care Planter. >-5'93 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years^ experience; can fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, 3620 
Dauphine street. a-3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street, 3-3-Q8 



WANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER' 
tor 1898, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 



WANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
m the country; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. i-a8-98 



-117 ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
* * and mechanic for Mexico; can furnish good reier- 
eoces. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 
\ ' •a4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober: best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-34-98 



WANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 



W 



ANTED-A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
j^rdencrj ^can_ furnish _ reference. Address 



GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 1938 Sl LouU street, city. 
i-ai-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. i-ao-98 



-fXTANTED— A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
^T man as assistant overseer on a sugar plan»tfon. 
References required. McCRACKBN BROS.. Eola 
Le« 1-30-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaka English and French ; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX, P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-9S 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKBR< 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work : best of refer- 
encea from former places. Address R. J. W., 824 First 
street. New Orleans. x-15-96 



WANTED— fOSITION AS OHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; hs!a had five yean' experience as both; 
best of references furnished. Address A., care this 
office. 1-17-08 



ANTED— A 'POSmON AS CHIEF OR AS- 

V T sistant ensrineer; has had fourteen years' escpe- 

rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 



W 



O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 



I -18-98 



YiTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^^ has had seven years' experience; can furnish good 
reference. Address H. L.,618 St. Louis streeL 1 XS98 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS • PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 
1-11-98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-^LASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1898; 
At references from f(grmer employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-98 



ANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 

. . tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwrijght ; 
never drink, and can give good references. Ad cress 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. 1-11.98 



W 



f rrANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
W gpood references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 
1-11-98 



WANTED— BV A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years* 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate aalary. Address 
ENGINEER aoao, this office. i - 1 1-9S 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DESIRES' TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Stetion. Address P. O. BOX 493, Logan, 
Utah. i-ii-qS 



WANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N . Fi anktin street, city. 1 - 13-98. 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
YV erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 
rice plantetion; satisfaction guarsnteed. Address W. 
C B., 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleans. 1 -5-98 



W^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
i8q8, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. i-3-q8 



"WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
^^ boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 
"-ai<>7 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantetion for 1898, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and alt 
branches of plantetion work ; hablu strictly temperate; 
best references furnished. Address '* OVERSEER," 
care of A. Koehrite, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vlUe, La. ia-30-97 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for \'^\ can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address £. O. W., 
Houma, La. 13-30-97 

ANTED - SITUATION BY' A GERMAN- 

Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 

flower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 

references on hand. Address A. B., 61S St Louis street, 

city. 13-38-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 
an experienced, energetic and sober young plan- 
ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 



Whitecastle, La. 



ia-38-97 



WANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
'* her young man wants position as manager of small 
store on plantetion, on salary or commission; gilt-edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
193^ Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. 13-38 07 



TXTANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON. A POSITION 

vv as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque - 
mine, La . 13-3397. 



TXr ANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
*^ sober youne: man wants position as mansger of 
small store on plantetion ; salary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. fi., 1938 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. la- 17-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, Ac- 
customed to country and plantetion work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 

w-iS-97 



WANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantetion, by a yonngr man who has hnd 
osf experience, and can famlsi good references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orleana. 



ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 

fiarried, age 40, active and sober, can be had fof 
living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, La. 

^___ IS- 16.97 ^ 



W^ 



'IITANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 

* * manager on a augar plantation; can famish recom* 
mendations irom prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and Uapidea parlBhea and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office, is- 16-97 



\ rrANTED— POSITION AS OLERK IN A COUN- 
YV ^ or plMtetion store; not afraid of work. Ad* 
dress CLERK. Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans, La. 
«»^3 -^^ 

WANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER OH 
manager of a sugar plantetion. Have had several 
years' expefience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address S. C. MARSHALL, CheneyrlUe, La. 
'»-7-^» , 



WANTED— By a young lady of several years* ex- 
perience, position on a plantetion or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; English, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; highest recommendationa; moilerate 
salsury. Address XY Z, care Plantbr. »-3'97 



WANTED— A position ss manager on a sugar 
plantetion fori8^, by a practical cultivator of ' 
large experience, who cen furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of Tkt Chief. Donaldsooville, La. 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for iSgBon* 
plantetion, as manager or assistant or time and book- 
keeper; experienced, and can give good reference. Ad* 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. ia-4-97 

ANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
ttands his business. Address HUSTLER, iioo Dante 
street. New Orleans, La. 13-8-97 



WANTED— A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, H 
years of age, desires s position in a sugar house 
or meclumical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic In France and in the most importent soger 
houses in Cuba. Address M. N., this office. lo-aa 97. 



WAN TED— A POSITION ON A PLANTATION 
aa centrifugal man, by a first-class sugar drier. 
Addreas H.A.WHALEY,( '* 



Magazine street, New Orleans. 



care of Wm. Johnson. 7000 



9-a$-97 



\rr ANTED— HOSTLER FOR MEDWAY PLAN- 
Vy tation. Bayou Sal4, St. Mary parish. Apply with 
reference to D. J. KER, North Bend Plantetion, Foster 
P. O., La. ^^ ^ 

rXTANTED— A POSITION; A HANDYMAN ON 

, W a plantetion ; can furnish recommendation. Ad- 
dress WM. J. TONGLET, 413 Royal street. New Or- 
leans, La. II -8-97 

ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR WEIGHER 
or clerk or fireman; can fill any with compe- 
tency. Address A.J. CASTIN, 1539 Mandeville street. 



city. 



10-30-917. 



W 



ANTED-YOUNG MAN OF 36, SOBER AND 



industrious, wants a position as assistant sunr 

or chemist of some sugar factory or estete in Cuba. 

Hawaii or Mexico ; have had fourteen years of practical 



experience In manufacture of sus^ar. Address bUGAR, 
Waggaman P. 0.,Jetferson Parish, La. 'i*7-97 



WANTED— BY A RELIABLE MAN OF EXPE- 
rlence, a position as sugar maker; well up in the 
management of central factories. Address SUGAR 
MAKER, No. 1716 Baronne street. New Orleans. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER 
by a competent man. who can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address ALPHON8E CARRILLOUX, Deten- 
tion Camp, Waggaman, La. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS A SUGAR MAKER: 
willing to do his own polariastion; has haa 
eighteen years' experience ; can furnish reference. Ad- 
dress ALFKED ROUSSEAU, this office. 1 1 4.97 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
has had eighteen years' experience; can furnish 
Sood reference. Address M. MONTEGUDO, 437 
Inghlen street, city. 3010-97. 



T;17'ANT£D— A POSITION AS CARPENTER AND 
^* millwright: understand putting up shafting and 
setting up machinery ; twenty years* experience. Ad- 
dress GEORGE HINMAN, Franklin and Josephine 
streets. New Orleans, La. 11-1-97 

ANTED— BY PARTY OF SEVERAL YEARS' 

experience in sugar manufacture and refining, a 
position in Louisiana or Mexico; have superintended 
work in both refineries and factories : can give testimo- 
nials from all former employers. Address H. S. R., Box 
1386, New Orleans, La. 1 1-9-97 



TXTANTED-SITUATION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 

'V tion or saw-mill, as boarding-house keeper; 
long experience; can furnish best of reterences. Adaress 
COMPETENT, care Louisiana Planter, New Or- 
leans. La. 11-17-97. 
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McCall Brothers. 
If cCall A Legendre, 
Lfon Gpdchauz, 

times Teller, 
. Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Sonlat, 
Levis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
fphn Dymond, 
I>sniel Thompson, 
Poos A Bamett, 
H, C. Warmoth, 
Lttchis Forrrth Jr., 
BdwardJ.Oay. 
Shtttuck A Hoffman, 
Smile Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
S(±midtAZiegler, 
T.O.McLaniT, 
L. 8. dark, 
J.«.Lewt,' 
Simpson Homor, 
W. 6. Bloomfield, 

fW.W.Sutclifle, 
oha8.Moore, 
tmcs C Murphy, 
•^Webre, 



5T0CKH0LDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Bills, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ. Behan, 
I. T. Moore, Jr., 
Bdwards A Hanbtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
L H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B.AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Oark:, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish 1 ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MlUiken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesln A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BXBCUTXTB COMMITTBB: 



, . Henry McCall. 

linden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

I>*J|».M4et, LoulaBosh, 

John Dymond* President* 



Grafted Su^rar Cane. 

Some years ago considerable interest 
was exhibited in the sugar growing 
world from the statement that the suc- 
cessful grafting of sugar cane had been 
effected in Brazil. In fact among the 
sugar canes imported from Brazil for ex- 
perimentation in this country by the 
then Commissioner of Agriculture Gen- 
eral Leduc, there was one variety known 
as enxirta or grafted cane. The writer 
grew this cane for a number of years, 
but finally abandoned it, as it seemed to 
have no particular merit, and was led to 
conclude that this cane, which was 
grown with a considerable number of 
other varieties, had been misnamed or 
misplaced in some way and was no 
longer true to its origin as intended by 
the manager of the Botanical Gardens at 
Rio Janeiro. 

We are now led to take up this matter 
by the news that comes to us from 
Queensland that the successful grafting 
of sugar canes has been accomplished 
there. Short sections of the cane have 
been split in two, avoiding any injury 
to the bud or eye, and two varieties then 
placed in apposition by being closely 
bound together with straw have ger- 
minated and have produced plant canes 
the first year, which have seemingly 
possessed each the characteristics of the 
eye from which it germinated. The 
ratoons, however, the product of the 
following year, seem to have exhibited 
unusual changes, and from these canes 
have been produced subsequent plant 
canes which have maintained the pecu- 
liarities of the ratoon canes. 

The attention of Charles Darwin, the 
great naturalist, was called to the Bra- 
zilian experiments years ago, when they 
were first made, and he expressed his 
disbelief in the possibility of creating 
any new variety of .cane in this way. 
The experiments in Queensland would 
seem to indicate that the success has at 
last been realized and that it has become 
possible to combine the good qualities 



of two canes by grafting in the way we 
have named. 

The cane planters of the tropics are 
very much interested in this matter 
from the fact that during recent years 
their canes have been largely at* 
tacked by various diseases that have 
diminished their yield in sugar. They 
are therefore anxious to secure canes 
which shall not only be high in sucrose 
content but also high in disease-resisting 
capacity. 

It may turn out that the expectations 
of the possibilities from grafting sugar 
cane now held in Queensland may not 
be realized, but the recent experiments 
were initiated by Mr. A. Ulcoq, man* 
ager of the Queensland National Bank, 
in the town of Mackie, and it is thought . 
by the editor of the Mackie Sugar 
Journalf from which we secure some of 
our data, that the experiments are a* 
positive success. The recent success ifl 
obtaining new varieties of sugar cane 
directly from the seed which was con- 
sidered impossible twenty yeai*s ago 
when these experiments were made in 
Brazil, renders the matter of successful 
grafting of sugar cane perhaps lesa 
important now than then. Every one, 
however, interested in the sugar industry 
will take a keen interest in this matter, 
and will hope that the Queensland 
experiments will be continued until 
definitive results shall have been estab- 
lished. 

Chemical Economics. 

Since Fahlberg, at the Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, while experi- 
menting with coal tar, under the direc- 
tions of Professor Remson, discovered 
the now famous saccharine, it has been 
hard to say what would come next« 
Saccharine as an industrial discovery 
was long preceded by the discovery of 
alizarin, the coloring principle of mad- 
der, in anthracene, and its successful 
manufacture, including all that we now 
know as aniline dyes. Now comes the 
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report from Germany that they have 
finally discovered a method of produc- 
ing indigo from coal tar, and doing this 
on an industrial and economical scale, 
although the exact process is still held 
^s a trade secret. 

The science of chemistry is making 
wonderful progress in industrial direc- 
tions, but in producing saccharine there 
seems to be a missing factor that pre- 
vents saccharine becoming true sugar. 
The chemical product, while 200 times 
sweeter than true sugar, is thought to 
be injurious as an article of food, and 
has thus far no industrial use except as 
an adulterant. It may be found that 
artificial indigo will not give the beauti 
ful blue colors that have made indigo 
the queen of dyestuflPs for centuries. 



inadequate facilities some hope of 
brighter days in the near future, free 
from the phantom of 4-cent cotton and 
full of promise of fields of waving cane 
to be transported up and down the 
Teche to hungrv factories anxious for 
thousands of tons of sugar cane daily. 
Dredge out the Teche, remove the ob- 
structions in its channel, and these 
dreams will be realized. 



Cune Versus Cotton on the Teche. 

A recent article in the Lafayette Ad- 
vertiser says that the five Teche parishes 
produced this last year a hundred 
thousand bales of cottx)n and of course 
have had to unload it onto a tour-cent 
market. This large production of cotton 
was not undertaken because of any love 
for that staple, but because of the diffi- 
culties incident to the transportation of 
Uny other crops. The channel of the 
I'eche has become shallow and ob- 
structed by the neglect of the federal 
authorities in keeping this important 
stream open. Were reasonable care 
takeu of the stream navigation could be 
maintained the year round far up the 
xjountry even into St. Landry parish. 
The whole country is thickly settled 
with an industrious and economical 
people. 

Most of these would become cane far- 
mers were there reasonable chances of 
the easy sale and transportation of their 
cane crops. The great central factories 
on the Teche are now buying all the 
cane that conies to them, but the far- 
mers of the upper Teche have had but 
little if any opportunity to sell their 
cane crops at remunerative prices, being 
BO largely shut out from the competing 
factories by the bad condition of their 
natural means of transit. Bayou Teche. 

The vast territory of the upper Teche 
and of the prairies to the west will un- 
questionably in time become the centre 
of the Louisiana sugar industry. When 
this comes the Teche will be improved 
any way. But why not hasten that com- 
ing day and give those now mourning 



be actively resumed and planting opera- 
tions have made substantial progress 
everywhere. Seed cane is generally re- 
ported to be in good shape and the indi- 
cations so far point to a bumper crop 
for 1898. 



Mr. H. Octave Colomb. 

Another veteran among the sugar 
planters of Louisiana has passed from 
the scene. From the DonaldsonviUe 
Chief we learn some particulars concern- 
ing this distinguished gentleman, Mr. 
H. Octave Colomb, one of the sugar 
planters of the old regime. and most 
prominent in sugar circles a generation 
ago. 

Mr. Colomb died February 4, in the 
parish of St. James, at the residence of 
his son. Dr. Brooks A. Colomb, aged 76 
years. He came upon the scene when 
the Louisiana sugar industry was still 
young J when the horse-mill was the chief 
means for juice extraction, and when 
the German sugar refiners kept their 
houses locked to prevent inquisitive 
English travelers learning then how to 
make the white loaf sugar for which Ger- 
many was famed ; when the whole crop 
of the State was but about what our 
largest planter made last year. 

Mr. Colomb was a progressive sugar 
planter. He was the first one in the 
State to use bone-black, that essential 
of modern sugar refining. Mr. Valcour 
Aime, who became prominent as a sugar 
refiner afterward, went to Mr. Colomb's 
to see the use of it there before adopting 
it himself. 

Mr. Colomb was one of the first to 
experiment with Chinese labor after the 
war, and found it quite unsatisfactory. 
He finally sold out in Louisiana and 
went to Florida and became an orange 
grower, but his native Louisiana attracted 
him home again, and he ended his days 
near the scenes of his youth. The old 
Creole days are gone, but memories of 
Colomb, Bringier and Tureaud will con- 
tinue in the years to come. 



Look to Your Corn Fields. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: While the com 
crop is of great importance to the South, it is 
extremely doabtful if its value is as fully ap- 
preciated as it should be. Judging f r<>m the 
fact that the com of a majority of the Southern 
States is usually largely short of their require- 
ments, it might be inferred that it has been 
found cheaper for the farmers of the South 
to grow more of other products than of com 
and with part of the proceeds of these crops 
to go West and buy cheap com and meat there 

Close observations made by the writer in the 
West and in the South lead to the conclusion 
that com may and can be produced as cheaply 
if not more cheaply in the South than in 
Illinois; providing the proper steps are taken 
to accomplish this end. Corn, like most other 
plants produced from the soil, has require- 
ments which must be supplied from the ground 
on which it is planted. Among these may t>e 
stated a deep, rich, disintegrated soil, and with 
this good drainage. With these we have the 
foundation to begin with. The next step to be 
taken in time is that of planting. Gk>od seed 
is of the utmost importance. When ready to 
plant see to it that the land is in proper tilth 
and suitable condition for the purpose. When 
laying off the rows for planting have them no 
more than four feet apart if the com is to be 
drill -planted. If checked the rows may be 
laid off fotur feet one way and three feet the 
other, dropping the corn in the centre of the 
check. In tile- drained land there will be no 
need of throwing up any ridge to plant on. 

As soon as corn is above ground, old enough 
to work, begin with a cultivator, breaking and 
stirring the soil near to and around the young 
com. If the soil has been properly prepared 
previously no deep ploughing will be required 
to make the crop. Use riding cultivators and 
do surface cultivation only. The drier the 
season the oftener the soil should be stirred, 
and the better it will be for promoting the 
growth of the pecans and the yield of grain. 
We must remember that the greater the 
yield of corn per acre planted, the less will be 
the final cost of the corn per buBhel. 

Finally, let me say that it is high time for the 
Southern farmers to leam and better appreciate 
the actual value of com on the farm or plan- 
tation. Eturope is beginning to leam the mer- 
its of American -grown Indian com, and as 
European demand is sure to arise for it, the 
price of Western corn is bound to increase 
just as the price of wheat has increased. 

J. Cabot. 



The Crop Situation. 

The heavy rains of last week were 
followed throughout the sugar district 
by a period of clear, cool and dry 
weather which enabled all field work to 



Col. 6 us A. Breaux, of Lafayette, La., was a 
guest of the Boyal during the Mardi Qras 
period. 

Mr. S. H. St. Martin was a guest of the St. 
Pharles during the Carnival. 
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Ascension. 

[Special Corretpondenee.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Since last Satur- 
day momin/i:, when a heavy shower took place, 
we have had dry weather, and again the worlc 
of cane planting is in full swing on those plan- 
tations where the seed has not all been put 
iDto the ground. According to the reports of 
I namber of planters and managers, much of 
the seed that was first put in windrow last 
fill has been found to be defective, but that 
windrowed later in the season has proved to 
be as sound as a dollar generally speaking. 
Taken by and large, the prospect in this re- 
spect is very favorable, and there is no reason 
to alter earlier predictions of an immense 
iQgar crop for 1898, provided, of course, the 
elements are propitious throughout the year. 
Last Saturday's rainfall measured .65 of an 
inch, according to Local Observer Park's offi- 
cial gauge, and the mercury in his thermome- 
ter descended to the freezing point one night 
this week. A heavy white frost covered the 
earth Tuesday morning to an extent that al- 
most resembled a light precipitation of snow, 
yet the following day I he temperature was not 
ODly springlike In its balminess, but not far 
removed from summery. If there is a section 
of the country that can furnish more kinds of 
weather in a given space of time than South 
Lonisiana, I am not familiar with it. 

The drying of second sugars was concluded 
At the Belle Alliance factory of £. & J. Kock 
on Sunday, and while no figures are as yet 
available, it can be safely said in a general way 
tbat the output of the hot- room has been en- 
tirely satisfactory. Similar work is in prog- 
ress at a number of other factories, and no 
complaint relative to the yield has yet been 
heard. 

Mr. £. H. Barton, the owner of the fine St. 
Emma plantation, was in town Wednesday, 
and reported the planting of cane proceeding 
in good fashion on hia place. His first seed 
was indifferent in average quality, but the rest 
has been all tbat could be desired. Complaints 
of shortage of seed are heard from some quar- 
ters, but Mr. Barton will have all he needs to 
pat down at St. Emma. 

It is pleasant news to learn that the sudden 
attack of illness of which Oapt. John T. No- 
lan became a victim was over almost as sud- 
denly as it came on, and that his condition no 
longer gives his friends anxiety. 

Mr. J. E. W. Davis, a worthy and compe- 
tent gentleman, has obtained the position of 
timekeeper and assistant manager under Mr. 
G. L. Menult on the Gramercy Company's 
Mount Houmas plantation, and it may be 
taken for granted that he will give his em- 
ployers entire satisfaction in the place. 

Mr. J. L. Foxwell, formerly a manager on 
Mrs. J, S. Webster's Point Houmas plantation, 
this parish, is now filling a similar position on 
Messrs. Gaskins & Rolling*s Pike's Peak plan- 
tation, in St. James, where his capacity and 
experience will no doubt be productive of much 
profit to th3 owners of that fine property. 
The river is falling again, and apprehension 



on account of unfinl^ed levees is at an end. 
The highest point reached by the fiood was 
twenty-four and one- half feet above extreme 
low water mark, or a half foot below the dan- 
ger line at Donaldsonville. The gauge read- 
ing Wednesday morning was 21.4, a decline of 
3.1 feet from the highest point attained. 

Poles for the electric light wires have been 
received at Donaldsonville, and within the 
next sixty days the new system of illumination 
should be in operation in the progressive capi- 
tal of progressive Ascension. • 



Ibeirville. 



[Spoolal Oorretpoodenoe.1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been variable since last week, during the latter 
part of which plenty of rain fell, and the work 
of planting was temporarily suspended. On 
Monday and Tuesday mornings there were 
heavy fr6sts and thin ice, and the ends of the 
young plants that were induced to peep out 
by the delightful warm weather were nipped. 
So far there has been nothing to hurt the cane, 
and with a continuation of the favorable season 
the stand will be as good as that of 1890. At 
this writing the work of planting has been re- 
sumed, and those who have finished planting 
are off-barring and scraping fall plant, break- 
ing out old stubbles and putting their c.'>m 
land in shape. Everything in the sugar line is 
going along handsotnely, and several planters 
told us that they had less difficulty to get ad- 
vances this year than ever before. In fact 
money is offering at reasonable rates on all 
sides, and plenty willing and anxious to lend 
it at 8 per cent, interest per annum, on a 
simple pledge of the crop, while others are 
putting it out on notes unsecured either by 
pledge or mortgage. One old gentleman who 
has had a number of loans out for several 
years told the writer this week that he be- 
lieved he would have to go to California to put 
his money out at interest. In some of the acts 
of pledge now going on record the commis- 
sion for selling sugar is fixed at 2 per cent, in- 
stead of 2}4y as heretofore. 

Mr. Simon LeBlanc, of St. Gabriel, was at 
Plaquemine last Monday and reports every- 
thing in good shape in his neighborhood. Mr. 
LeBlanc will have fully 1000 acres in rice this 

year. 

Cane planting was finished three weeks ago 
on the Magnolia plantation of W. W. and J. 
A. Ventress, of Sunshine, but at Granada, the 
fine property of Messrs. Ventress & Locke, 
two and one-half days' work yet remained last 
Tuesday. 

A meetiog of the planters whose properties 
are drained by means of Bayou ^ourbeaux 
was held at Plaquemine last Saturday, when it 
was agreed to have Parish Surveyor J. C. 
Kleinpeter make a survey and estimates for 
Increasing the drainage capacity of said bayou. 
It is thought that a contribution of $1 per acre 
will accomplish the desired end, and there is 
no doubt that the investment will be returned 
fivefold each year. 

Mr. Gabriel A. Haydel, one of the inventors 
and manufacturers of the Danos A Haydel 
stubble shaver, died at his home at Cannon- 
burg last Tuesday night. 



The river after reaching the base of the nevf 
levees has begun to fall rapidly, and no imme- 
diate danger is feared. 

IBBRVILLB. 

Assumption. 

[Special Oorretpondenoe.1 
• Editor Louisiana Planter: Two unusually 
heavy rains last week caused a cessation in 
planting operations, and those who still have 
cane to plant are fretting over the vexatious 
delay. As a rule the planting will be shorter 
than anticipated, as, owing to sprouted cane, 
the amount planted to the ftcre has been 
increased so as to make allowances for defec- 
tive canes. When I say " shorter than antici- 
pated " it does not follow that it will be shorter 
than last year, for many put down more seed 
than usual, and will possibly exceed the acre- 
age planted last year. Others it must be con- 
fessed will fall short of that measure. 

Improvements seem to be the order of the 
day. Albemarle will in all probability increase 
its milling capacity. Oakley speaks of putting 
in large mills. Mr. E. L. Monnot will prob- 
ably desert his train and put in a vacuum pan. 
Daily we hear rumors of sales, either contem- 
plated or made. The confidence in sugar 
seems to be fully justified now by its strong 
market position, and, with a few years of fav- 
orable crops and prices, a diminution in the 
rate of interest is bound to follow. There is a 
large amount of money in the country, the 
showing of the different banks' being very 
favorable as compared with the same time last 
year. A notable improvement in the price of 
plantations sold, as well as a spirited demand 
for this property, show that we have emerged 
from the despondent conditions so character- 
istic of the sugar interests for one or two years. 
The foundries and machine shops are trying to 
get their contracts in early to avoid any possi- 
bility of a return to the demoralizing condi- 
tions of last fall. Our rice planters are putting 
in a large crop of this important cereal, and 
soem confident that there is mo^ey to be made 
in rice ^t the present prices. These two inter- 
ests of Louisiana employ a large number of 
people, and involve the circulation of a tre- 
mendously large capital yearly, and the suc- 
cess of the rice growers and cane planters 
means the success of the whole of South Louisi- 
ana. 

The question of the coming railroads still 
evokes discussion. But no locomotive so far 
disturbs the serenity of Assumption. Just 
now with good boating water the question of 
railroad subsides to be revived with the ap- 
proach of low water. Many boat loads of 
coal are being brought in on the present rise. 
This stage of water a few years ago would 
have been considered dangerous, but thanks 
to the work done on the levees, no one is yet 
apprehensive. 

Assumption will be well represented at the 
Carnival, many of our people having taken 
advantage of the Mardl Gras season to put in 
an appearance. 

Perhaps a word as to advertisements from a 
correspondent will, not be untimely now. I 
hear of many inquiries for machinery, both 
new and second-hand, and parties wishing to 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 9. 



•effect Bales would do well to let their friends 
know wbat they haye for sale and the prices. 
A large lot of machinery every year is kept 
•over to rust and wear out because possible 
purchasers 4o not know that it can be bought. 
At the present a few short ^' ads '^ in Thb 
Planter will be productive of numerous sales. 

The present cool weather and clear skies wiU 
coon enable our tardy planters to finish the 
planting of the cane. Stubble saving seems 
to be the order of the day, and some few are 
trying a wee bit of corn as a feeler. Work is 
well advanced for the season. So far the 
stubble crop is perfect and the temptation to 
save a large amount of second year stubble 
will be hard to resist. Of course the stubble 
crop is by no means absolutely safe, but the 
prospects were never better. 

A very pretty wedding was that of Mr. 
Melancon and Miss Emily Ohauffe. The best 
wishes of the numerous friends of the bride 
in Assumption follow her to her new home . 

Mr. L. N. Folse, a native of Assumption, 
has just purchased the Texas place, in Iber- 
ville. Mr. Omer Templet will be with him to 
assist in the management of his new acquisi- 
tion. 

The condition of the roadi in Assumption is 
a menace to the Christianity of those who are 
forced to use them. Our police jury has de- 
termined to have the roads worked by the 
parish and the success of the system is soon to 
l>e tested. It must be remembered, however, 
that their condition at present must be taken 
as a mitigating circumstance. Moke Anon. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The heavy rains 
at intervals during the month have proved ex- 
oeedingly unpropitious, and in consequence 
the field work has been very much retarded, 
and much of it done when the land has been 
too wet, at times even on the well drained 
sandy lands. Last week when the soil was 
becoming dry enough to plant well, and plant- 
ing was in full operation, without any warning 
of the coming rain, on Thursday there was 
another downpour which again partially 
flooded the fields and effectually put a stop to 
field operations for the balance of the week. 
Another rain during the last of the week so 
saturated the soil that the land is not dry 
enough yet to do efficient work. 

The unpropitious weather has so retarded 
cane planting that planters will be late in seed- 
ing the acreage for com, which is unfortunate, 
as the early planted corn generally ears the 
best. The retarded com planting necessi- 
tates the later working to the detriment of the 
cane crop, which should receive all the atten- 
tion possible from the first of May until the 
crop is laid by in the latter part of June or 
first week in July, when the crop should re- 
ceive the last working if good results are an- 
ticipated. 

The ratoons and fall plant cane, which were 
beginning to mark the rows well in places, are 
again scorched by heavy frosts, which wUl 
retard their growth. 

The rainfall, exceeding five and one-half 

nches in two weeks, causes one to contem- 



plate the possibilities of a dry March, and for 
that reason undue haste should not result in 
rough planting of either cane or com, as the 
crops may suffer in consequence. 

Last week the wind was cyclonic on the lower 
Little Caillou, when the house of Mr. Authe- 
ment was demolished and the inmates injured, 
and outbuildings elsewhere damaged. 

Considerable lumber has been delivered, and 
extensive alterations are to be made in the 
dredgeboat in Bayou Black, and some little 
time will elapse before work will be resumed. 
When the changes are made it is expected that 
the boat will be much more efficient than for- 
merly. 

Wednesday of last week was fine and cool 
in the morning; Thursday heavy rains with 
thunder; Friday cloudy in the morning and 
fair later; Saturday heavy rains during the 
day; Sunday fair and cool, also Monday; 
Tuesday a heavy frost in the morning, and 
Wednesday favorable. 

The official weekly weather report from 
Schriever is as follows: 

Temperature. Rainfall. Sunsblne 

Febraary 14.74.5 48.8 50 

15.77.0 42.7 100 

" 16.77.7 44.3 100 

17.70.5 49.0 .87 

'' 18.66.0 57.4 1.94 

" 19.79.6 59.6 .75 .01 

" 20.70.5 46.2 .75 .74 

73.5 49.7 .57 3.56 

Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 

fSpeclal Ck>rre8poDdeiioe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The past six days 
did not bring to us as favorable weather as we 
have heretofore enjoyed. The heavy rains 
that have fallen from day to day have ren- 
dered farm work almost impossible through- 
out the entire parish. Our previous good 
weather offered the farmer splendid opportu- 
nities for preparing his land, which a great 
many of the more progressive ones improved. 
Many of them are through planting cane and 
are now ready to put in their com crop. Your 
Correspondent took a trip last Friday on the 
steamer Why Not down Vermilion river, in 
company with Mr. L. Sokoloskl, a very success- 
ful cane planter of this parish, and we were very 
much surprised, indeed, to see that the planters 
along the river were so well advanced with their 
spring work. Every plantation passed showed 
signs of get-up and hustle ; these evidences, 
together with the bloom of the maple and the 
burstmg bud of the oak, were unmistakable 
signs of approaching spring. 

The rice industry is still on a boom. We 
have been reliably informed since our last 
week's report that the Vermilion Developing 
Company, or the Gueydan Canal Company, 
has already let the contract for building the 
extension to their canal referred to before in 
these columns, and that the parties who have 
contracted to do the work furnished a $50,000 
bond to deliver the work by a certain stated 
time. Mr. Kapling, manager of the company, 
is now in New York for the purpose of placing 
the order for the pumping outfit. This will 
be the largest pumping plant in the State, and 
on account of the size of it and the very short 



time allowed to manufacture and put it in place 
the company through their manager, Mr. ICap- 
ling, is having some trouble to get the order ac- 
cepted. The rice crop in that section will be 
more than doubled this year, and with the oer- 
tainty of water the yield will be three times Uiat 
of last year, which was according to the Qoey- 
dan News, 85,000 sacks, or over 94,000 barrels, if 
we allow 180 pounds to the sack. The Hall & 
Slutz canal, in lower Vermilion, is progreaaing 
favorably, and those gentlemen are renting, 
leasing or buying all the lands in the neigh- 
borhood of their canal that they can get, said 
leases to run for not less than five years. 

Mr. J. N. Foutz, a prominent rice planter of 
the Gueydan section in West Vermilion, was 
married on last Saturday. 19th, to Miss Myrtle 
Cord, an accomplished young lady of Bancker, 
ten miles south of Abbeville. The marriage 
ceremony was performed at the residence of 
the bride^s father on the Pecan Grove planta- 
tion fronting the river, west bank. The con- 
tracting parties proceeded at once to their 
future home in West Vermilion, where they 
carry the good wishes of their many friendi 
for a long and prosperous life. 

Mr. W. S. Nilson moved with his family Into 
the old Perry house just south of town on the 
Vermilion last Friday. It will be remembered 
that Mr. O. M. Nilson, brother of W. S., 
bought this place a few weeks ago for the pur- 
pose of erecting thereon a central sugar re- 
finery. Mr. Nilson will put the place in thor- 
ough repair this year and will plant it to cane 
next. 

Mr. J. Henry Putnam, of the Rose Hill, re- 
turned from a trip to New Orleans this week. 

Quite a number of our principal business 
men are attending the camlval tbia week; 
among them are Elise Wise, Gus. Godchaux, 
A. J. Godard, Eraste Mouton, L. J. Feray and 
F. V. Landry. 

Mr. Martin Bagley, of the Ramsey refinery, 
is in New Orleans this week on business. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles* 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Planting and 
preparations for planting are progressing as 
well as the nature of the weather will permit. 
A decidedly heavy storm of rain and wind 
passed over this upper country on the morning 
of the 19th Inst. Rain fell in torrents for the 
space of two hours, accompanied with an un- 
usual display of lightning, heavy thunder and 
strong gusts of wind, uprooting trees, blowing 
down fences, etc. 

Late in the aftemoon of the 19th, after the 
storm clouds had drifted away to the eoath, 
the wind changed to the north, growing colder 
during the night. On the morning of the 
20th there was a light frost. The wind still 
blowing colder during the day and night forced 
the mercury down to the freezing point on the 
morning of the 21st, with thin ice covering the 
water in exposed places, followed on the morn- 
ing of the 22d with a heavy frost and ice. Bat 
the cold blast of wind which has been blowing 
down upon us since the 19th has taken up d»« 
surplus water from the ground very fast, thn« 
benefiting the planters by permitting them ta 
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itirt their forces to plongtaiDg by Mbnday 
Doon of the 21st, on Iront lands having sandy 
soils. The all-important work of oane plant- 
ing is still going forward. 

Seed cane seems to be at a premium. The 
demand for it is steadily increasing. 

I find a number of small farmers who have 
sacceeded in obtaining only enough seed cane 
to plant but an acre to cane. They are thank- 
ful for that much to plant and cultivate — to 
grow seed for planting and Increasing their 
acreage during succeeding years. 

We hope that as the future continues to grow 
brighter capitalists will come forward and in- 
vest their means in the construction of much- 
needed sugar factories; great enough to work 
all the cane which may in future be produced 
in the Red River parishes. 

During the early part of last week a few of 
oar foremost farmers having a light soil planted 
a few acres of corn. The most of it I think was 
planted for forage purposes, but should the 
weather become warmer and remain fair com 
planting will commence in earnest on many 
places during the last days of this week and 
following next week. The object sought for 
it seems in planting com so early is to get it 
ap and worked at least once before cotton is to 
be planted; the latter requiring much more 
care in preparation of the land, as well as care 
in details to planting seed afid afterward in its 
oaltivation. 

I And that along with all that is now being 
done, and the talk of cane-growing, there are 
those who now begin to wonder why it is that 
more grass is not produced for hay-making 
purposes; and some, who are bold enough to 
Advance the idea, that while we are working 
80 hard to grow big crops of cane, com and 
cotton, there Is money to be made by growing 
varieties of grasses suited to climate and soil. 

A farmer friend of The Plantek'8 corre- 
spondent, while experimenting last season by 
planting sugar beets, relates that he was very 
agreeably surprised at the results which he 
obtained— not in sugar making, but in feeding 
and fattening beef cattle, milch cows and hogs, 
and says : ^^ 1 shall surely plant sugar beet 
seed again this season. The beet is very easy 
to grow; the yield is immense, and I shall 
attempt growing two crops, the first early in 
spring, the second later, to come off in Octo- 
ber.'' 

And so it is, by such little attempts, by way 
of experiments, we come to learn the value of 
plants and their several uses. Erin. 



St. Martin. 

Heports coming from different parts of the 
parish indicate that cane acreage will be con- 
siderably increased this year. Next year 
enongh cane will be put into cultivation to 
fully justify the erection of one or two re- 
fineries here. A central refinery will no 
doubt be erected on the corporation lot next 
year. With this increase of cane, there will 
of oonrse be a corresponding reduction of the 
snowy staple.— Fa«ey of the 2'eche. 



Southwest Louisiana Streams. 

The following graphic pen picture of streams 
in this God-favored spot is by Miss Sally Todd, 



the talented sister of David Todd, Esq., and 
will be read with interest. 

After crossing the Atchafalaya at Morgan 
City, passing westward on the Southern 
Pacitic Railroad, the run is through country 
admitted the richest in the United States. One 
emerges from a tropical forest, at this season, 
a tierra caltente like that described by Presoott 
through which the Spanish under Cortez ad- 
vanced, after embarking for the conquest at old 
Vera Cruz. 

One leaves behind the tall cypress and gum 
festooned with mosses and is ushered into a 
country of unlimited horizons. The spears 
and flags of the occasional marsh lands passed 
have given place to the broad blades of cane 
and the nodding plumes of maize— all in end- 
less rank and array. 

The Teche is perhaps the most picturesque 
of Louisiana streams. It runs between low 
sloping banks, and for hundreds of miles giant 
live-oaks stand at Intervals along its course. Its 
waters are only occasionally visible from the 
windows of the flying train. The steamers 
plying these waters with long streams of smoke 
trailing behind and the schooners, with their 
white sails, seem to make their way into the 
interior through the fields of cane. 

The effect is most singular, and ships and 
train and steamers all appear moving on a 
great level ocean of green. 

The mists and clouds rolling up from the 
gulf are piled against the denser atmosphere 
over the land like mountains marking the line 
of coast. The sea breeze coming in puffs 
brings us a message of the freshness that lies 
in the depth of our summer sea. 

A journey by steam up the Teche, on which 
are situated so many beautiful homes, is a de- 
lightful experience. The hospitality of the 
sugar planters to the occasional tourist on the 
bayou is a substantial adjuvant to the romance 
and enchantment of the trip. Nowhere in my 
travels have 1 ever seen a tree to compare to 
the live-oak on the Teche. . Nothing can excel 
the symmetry of the green lawns sloping and 
rolling back from the banks of the bayou in 
slight but beautiful undulations. The grass so 
green, the oaks so overspreading, forests so 
rich, skies so clear and blue, and the stream, 
whispering the gaunt traditions and romantic 
histories which it boasts, are spells to hold the 
love of these dwellers in a land where summer 
stays till spring returns. 

Passing on to the prairies of the further 
west the view seems to be more and more 
drawn out — the expanse here and there inter- 
spersed with small groves of trees dotted like 
islands in a great sea. 

Lake Tasse is a very beautiful sheet of water 
two miles wide and three miles long, in the 
upper portion of Iberia parish. The flshing 
in this lake is fine, the water clear and fresh, 
as it fiows from springs which burst from the 
bottom of the lake. It is a beautifully im- 
proved country. 

Further west is the lovely bayou Pare Perdu, 
or Lost Park, along which are some of the 
prettiest groves and forests of the country. 
Proceeding westward we come to the Ver- 
milion river, which runs parallel to the Bayou 
Teche, from which it is separated by about 



twenty-five miles of prairie lands. It is also a 
lovely stream, which rises in Central Louisi- 
ana and fiows through a country of gently 
swelling and sloping hills, until it debouehea 
into Vermilion bay, about twenty miles below 
the town of Abbeville. This is a picturesque 
little town situated upon the banks of the 
stream. Here cane, com, rice and cotton grow 
in the fullest luxuriance — the crops are uni- 
formly good and the harvests abundant. 

I^ake Peigneur, or Joe Jeiferson's Lake^ is a 
fine body of clear, fresh water, about one and 
a half miles wide and two and a half miles 
long. It also abounds in fisb— trout, perch 
and sac-a-lait, a kind of bass. It is situated 
near the station called ^' Bob Acres ^' (sugges- 
tive of Joe Jefferson), on the Abbeville branch 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad, in the western 
part of Iberia parish. Here Mr. Jefferson 
comes to enjoy occasional rests. His quaint, 
wide veranda home is built among queer hills 
that rise abruptly from the level prairie. 
The wooded bluffs of these high lands are 
beautifully mirrored in the clear depths of the 
lake. There are several hundreds of acres of 
beautiful woods about the Jefferson home, and 
some of the deep, sleepy hollows are reminders 
of Irvlng*s legend of Rip Van Winkle and his 
rambles among the dells of the Catskills. The 
people hereabouts love to talk of Mr. Jefferson, 
and say that he sometimes still wakes the 
echoes with a pigeon wing and a joyous hello. 
'' May he live long and prosper.'' 

One of the finest chances of an enjoyable 
excursion is a trip into Vermilion Bay from 
Abbeville. A steamboat goes out frequently 
and runs down the bay to Southwest Pass* 
But it is worth while to sail around this re- 
markable bay, stopping where there is a wliite 
sandy beach, or under the hills of Cote Blanche 
or Grand Cote, which rises sheer from the 
waves to the height of a hundred feet or more. 
Here is a chance to enjoy salt waves and sun- 
sets behind castles and dome^ and minarets of 
silver and gold. 

Here are also great fishing and hunting and 
crabbing grounds, where squirrels bark at you 
from tbe trees and the neighboring planter 
comes into camp to take an eye-opener in the 
moming and to tell that there were bear in his 
field last night. Truly this is a country for 
sport and a hale, hearty time ! 

We brealdast on fish and squirrels and dine 
on courtbouillion and venison and sleep 
soundly, lulled by the splashing tide. 

But looking out on the moon-lit waves to- 
night I am thinking of Lafitte and bis pirate 
crew, who used to drop anchor in this very 
bay and then go out to the balls in the country 
where they swaggered and waltzed with their 
swords on — the envy of the Cadian swains, 
long, long ago. — New Iberia Enterprise, 

Mr. J. B. Babington, manager of the Prom- 
ised Land plantation on the lower coast, spent 
a few days in the city recently taking in the 
sights and sounds of the Carnival. 

Mr. R. P. Lesassier and Mrs. Lesassier, of 
Killona, La., were in the city on a visit during 
the past week and registered* at the Hotel 
Royal. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 

Berlin. 

Berlin, February 7, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Tbe week under 
review has been so far the worst in this most 
abnormal winter. The usual dampness cLanged 
into a downpour of rain, so that the rivers 
threatened to overflow tbe land in different 
parts of it, and people watched with great 
anxiety the different freaks of the weather. 
Fortunately, after heavy storms tbe rains 
oeased, a sudden cold set in, and finally some 
snow fell, thus showing that after all the win- 
ter exists not only in the almanac. Any way it 
is high time that a change took place. Quite 
apart from* the possibility of inundation, the 
constant moisture commenced to cause the 
winter cereals to rot in the field, and it is to 
be heartily desired that the light frosts we are 
now having will keep on for some time to 
come, and that, to protect the sowings, a tol- 
erably thick layer of snow may be spread over 
the country. At this period of the year, when 
the campaign is over, the meteorological con- 
ditions are generally of little account. How- 
ever, with their present abnormal character it 
most be feared that their influence on the soils 
will be felt later on in anything but a favorable 
way. In the non-German part of Europe the 
weather has been also wet and springlike, but 
the former, in general, in a more moderate de- 
gree than in this country. The more the season 
is advancing the more the interest of the sugar 
world is directed to the extent of next beet 
sovring, but the rumors afloat on the sub- 
ject do not admit of any deflnite opinion 
whether there will be increase or decrease. 
There is some hesitation on both sides— 
the manfacturers' and the farmers^ — which is 
added to by the raising of the bounty ques- 
tion. In this respect I must correct a state- 
ment made in my last letter, which, however, 
was givgn on the very best authority. The 
bounty conference, which was to meet in Brus- 
sels about the 15th of February, is said to be 
postponed for two months on the ground that 
no deflnite base for the negotiations has been 
arrived at between Germany and Austria on 
one side and France on the other side. This 
does not look very hopeful with regard to the 
ultimate result of the conference. The great- 
est obstacle to the abolition of the bounties is 
that almost all states need the money derived 
from the sugar duties and taxes. Could the 
latter be done away with, the bounties would 
not only disappear at a given moment, but the 
sugar growers would also be indemnifled by a 
larger consumption stimulated by the cheap- 
ness of the articles. Some governments be- 
gin to realize the correctness of such a view. 
In the Belgian Upper Chamber the Prime 
Minister, de Smet de Nayer, the other day, 
announced that the government has decided to 
reduce the tax on sugar from 45— the present 
rate — to 15. The intention to lower the taxes 
in order to favor consumption has been, by the 
way, already enunciated on the occasion of the 
last sugar law being presented to the Cham- 
bers, and the government has furnished the 
proof that they meant business. The reduc- 



tion, as mentioned above, would, if approved 
by the Chambers, come into force on October 
1,1899. 

There are few countries where cane and beet 
sugar is grown at the same time, exception 
made of course of the United States, which, 
however, should be classed among the great 
continents of the world. Well, among these few 
countries, Spa'n is one, and there are eleven 
beet sugar factories, situated in the plain of 
Vega, near Granada. The aggregate quantity 
of beets worked by those mills is estimated 
from 150,000 to 200,000 tons, and the agricult- 
ural yield per hectare is 30 tons, and as a ton 
fetches about 4 pesetas (francs), the gross re- 
ceipts are per hectare 1200 pesetas. On the 
other hand, the cost of cultivation amounts to 
about 800 to 850 pesetas, so that a net proflt of 
350 to 400 pesetas is obtained by the farmer, 
and it appears that under present circum- 
stances the beet crop is the most profltable for 
the small land owner or tenant. Scattered in 
the other parts north and south of Spain there 
are still nine factories, and their beet working 
added to the above quantities, the entire mass 
treated amounts to 300,000 tons of beets, of 
which 27,000 to 30,000 tons of sugar are de- 
rived. The product is a crude sweet and in 
form of lumps delivered for consumption. The 
culture of the cane is limited to a small belt on 
the south and east coast, and it constitutes only 
30 per cent, of the total sugar production of the 
country, whilst the beet furnishes 70 per cent. 
This latter percentage is very likely to increase 
in the near future and accordingly it is ex« 
pected that Spain will soon be able to produce 
at home all the sugar consumed in the country. 
The tax levied in Spain is a roundabout sum 
assessed on a certain section irrespective of the 
actual production, a mode which has been of 
very favorable influence on the development 
of the industrial and agricultural interest. 

In the A ustro- Hungarian monarchy there is 
a flre insurance society of sugar manufacturers 
who have just published their annual report 
for the campaign of 1896-97. The receipts 
amounted to 509,472.73 pfennigs and the ex- 
penses were only 158,663.52 pfennigs, so that 
there resulted on the credit side a balance of 
350,809.26 pfennigs. There have been seventy- 
flve flres, which caused damages to the amount 
143,270.41 pfennigs, of which sum however, 
126,300 pfennigs were reinsured at other flre 
insurance companies; so that in fact only 
16,970.34 were the expenses on that head. Of 
the above sum exceeding the expenses 7064.88 
pfennigs was paid to the director, and the re- 
mainder of the balance, viz. : 343,744.30 pfen- 
nigs, was, as usual, handed over to the funds 
of the institute for pensions of sugar factory 
officers and employees, who in this manner are 
very liberally cared for in the case of inflrmity 
or old age. 

On the markets the favorable tendency 
noted at the end of last week prevailed also in 
the flrst days of the period under review, and 
it seemed that a decided improvement had 
taken place. Soon, however, such optimistic 
views turned out to have been erroneous, as a 
weak tone again pervaded the business, and 
prices lost the greater part of the advances ob- 
tained during the flrst part of the week. The 



cause of this reaction is seen again iu the ten* 
ders for February, which indeed have notl>een 
by any means as large as those in January; 
however in the present sensitive state of the 
market even a restricted amount of tenders la 
apt to produce a disturbance and to prevent at 
least an upward course, which otherwise would 
have taken place. The prices are still a liUle 
above last week's quotations, and may be 
marked down for actual 88 per cent, sugars at 
Magdeburg at 9.90 to 10.12 marks, and at Ham- 
burg for delivery February 9.02 marks f . o. b. 
Reflned continued flat and some grades closed 
with prices in buyers^ favor. 

ROBEUT Henkio. 



Barbados. 

January, 1898, has been one of the driest of 
Januarys. About one inch of rain for the 
whole month, and that so drizzly as to be 
scarcely beneflcial ; a hot sun, with a modi- 
cum of water, gives the conditions of the 
boiling pot, and it would be too much to ex- 
pect young plantlets not to resent nature's un- 
kmdness during the latter part of January, 
and look a little hurt under the circumstances. 
However, no great harm has been done, noth- 
ing more than a few refreshing showers can 
quickly repair. Supplying is, of course, still 
necessary, yet thanks to the favorable plant- 
ing season with which 1897 closed, the per- 
centage of dead holes is much smaller than 
usual. The young crop may now well be left 
to the weeders and to the showers, while we 
turn our attention to reaping the sugary har- 
vest. But just here there is a loose screw in 
our flnanoial as well as agricultural arrange- 
ments—the annual harvest would be larger if, 
before turning our back on the young canes 
for the purpose of reaping the mature ones, 
we were able to make a provision for famish- 
ing them at an earlier time with early plant 
food. There are flnancial difficulties we know 
in the way of obtaining supplies l>efore the 
old crop is reaped, sold and accounts settled ; 
but it would be in the interest of both merch- 
ant and planter to apply suitable fertilizers 
to the voung canes before jointing begins, and 
that would be a few months earlier than at 
present obtains; such alteration in practice 
would undoubtedly be to the advantage of all 
concerned; for it is obvious that, if we wish 
to influence growth and bring the cane plant 
to perfection, our efforts must commence be- 
fore canehood— as manifested by jointing— is 
entered upon. The nutritious effects of food 
are by no means so marked aftep commence- 
ment of the initial stage of maturity either in 
plant or animal. 

February has begun cool and breezy, with a 
tendency to squalls and showers. These 
showers though light have already green 
painted the young blades, which, as we have 
said, were somewhat wilted by the hot suns of 
the past fortnight. The high wind blows 
away the clouds, or perhaps we should have 
had more soaldng rains to strengthen the new 
and freshen and sweeten the old. On every 
hand mills are at work and seem inclined to 
settle down more and more steadily to the task 
of reaping. It is true the canes are by no 
means full ripe, but so far the sugar made is 
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remarkably strong and grainy; nor indeed 
is theie any advantage in waiting. Later in 
the year winds become light, fungal more 
prevalent, canes drier, And the loss at the end 
is really greater. Estates with inadequate 
machinery can not afford to wait, while those 
with safHcient reaping power for their acreage 
can malce haste slowly. The yield so far is 
encouraging. We have heard of five acres in 
Christ Church giving 10 hogsheads, and \^ 
acres of trimmings yielding 1^ large-sized 
hogsheads, while in a neigh l>oring parish only 
1^ hogsheads to the acre has been so far ob- 
tained. Differences of this kind are of course 
now due mainly to locality and to varying 
ripeness— factors that can not fail to inHuence 
the yield especially at this early date in an 
island whose soil varies from brick red to deep 
black, with all kinds of gradations— but take 
it altogether results are promising and lead us 
to expect a richer and purer juice than that of 
1897, and perhaps, therefore, a large crop. 
Appearances are not always to be trusted and 
such sugar land as the red soil of St. Thomas 
can well be relied on, but we are sorry to 
record that as we pass along the roads of the 
parish the outside appearance of the ripening 
fields is not up to the St. Thomas standard, but 
it must not be forgotten that a short cane in 
the red soils of St. Thomas and St. Joseph is 
proverbially supposed to have as much sugar 
in it as a long one elsewhere. We prefer see- 
ing the long ones. 

The ^* fungus question '' has gone to sleep, 
but the fungus itself, it is altogether too much 
alive, nor is it confined to Bourbon canes, as 
some fondly t>elieve; the Transparents are 
beginning to show their susceptibility, and are 
attacked even when far removed from any 
possibility of contact with the Bourbon ; even 
the phenomenon has been recently witnessed 
of a badly diseased bunch of Transparent 
canes growing in a spot of, and surrounded by 
comparatively healthy Bourbon. Evidently 
fungus is no respecter of canes and is quite 
capable of using any variety for its habitat. 
With reluctance we gave up the Bourbon to the 
fungoid ravage, abandoning it for inferior 
varieties— inferior because they lack, among 
other things, the uniformity of the Bourbon 
and its power of adaptation to various soils, a 
valuable quality which none of them can boast. 
And now it seems more and more evident that 
the mere change of plant is by no means all 
that is necessary for getting rid of the disease. 
There is something else, and that something is, 
we venture to suggest, to be found in the baneful 
custom of starving the young cane too much in 
its infancy and then suddenly overfeeding it at 
a time when it is entering upon the. more ma- 
ture stage of joint making. Health is the 
opposite of disease; underfed infants are most 
prone to the attacks of their enemies, and so, 
too, is it with young cane plants; nourish 
them at an early time, increase their stamina 
and resisting power and their healthy vigor 
will surely be found, in accordance with all 
physiological law, to minimize the effects of 
parisitic and other attacks. All that is wanted 
is a slight modification of existing methods 
which planter and merchant might easily ar- 
range to mutual advantage. 



A writer in the Demerara Argosy has been 
twitting us about our windmills and antiquated 
methods generally; comparisons are odious, 
but our kindly critic forgets that while the 
sugar crisis has dismantled over too many of 
his very expensive but not up-to-date plans of 
machinery, it has left our mills without an ex- 
ception still standing and hopefully turning. 
Many of our planters at one time tilted against 
their windmills, and with doubtful luck suc- 
ceeded in overthrowing several of them; it is 
true that they got about 2 per cent, more juice, 
which is about all the difference there is be- 
tween a good windmill and the ordinary steam 
sugar work of our island, but not enough to 
recoup the heavy expenses 6f the change of 
machinery which too frequently led to change 
of ownership. Nor was the value of an estate 
Increased by the transformation, as a compari- 
son of valuation between steam and windmill 
properties will readily show. The fact is the 
progressives were bom too soon, they ex- 
changed their gold for iron to no purpose. 
Their steam plants have long been as obsolete 
as the most modest windmill, and will when 
the day and the market come be cleared away 
as old rubbish to make way for the modem 
factory and all the blessings to dawn with the 
new century. Windmills and muscovado have 
kept our island together during the severest 
economical strain to which it is possible to 
subject an industry, and notwithstanding de- 
traction and criticisms, however wholesome 
and kindly meant, we have just cause to be 
thankful for our common process sugar which, 
our only customers the American refiners have 
been willing to buy — Ic is true at sul>8ls)ence 
rates — but suppose that we had had no musco- 
vado for our only market? There is a ruling 
Providence, and we acknowledge gratefully 
that we have been providentially saved by 
** windmills," " open kettles " and ** musco- 
vado," for the great day about to dawn of 
mighty factories and free markets. 

There is a very solid opinion amongst us, 
not as yet popular, that sugar estates are kept 
too long rusting away In the court of chancery. 
These chancery estates may be compared to 
horses that eat up their value In oats, for It too 
often happens that the receiver's account like 
the corrupting moth has slowly but very surely 
swallowed up a large part of the corpus, and 
that the junior Investments have been filed 
away altogether. The evil is that the Inves- 
tors have no voice at all In the matter and must 
abide like dumb sheep while they are being so 
unmercifully and so slowly sheared by the 
scissors of red tape. 

Mr. C. P. Bo wen -s bill, introduced on the 
25th ult., to amend the chancery act so as to 
provide for the unreserved sale of estates that 
have been appraised and have remained in the 
court of chancery for more than four years, is 
a second attempt to deal with this important 
matter, and, although rightly ruled by his 
honor the speaker to be out of order, on the 
ground that the bill was substantially the same 
as Its predecessor introduced by the honorable 
member earlier in the session and rejected by 
the House, yet the fact remains that the ques- 
tion is a burning one, involving In ruin not 
merely personal but public interest. It is one 



which will not allow itself to be shelved, but 
will crop up again and again until the com- 
mon sense of the community determines to 
deal with it in a business-like manner. 

It is very pleasing to leam that Sir Julian 
Pauncefote's negotiations with a view to a 
reciprocity treaty between the United States 
and the British West Indies are very near com* 
pletion. Very near but not quite. And there is 
the rab. Our crop is about to be reaped, a few 
cents more in the hundred-weight than ob- 
tained last year will make a mighty difference 
to us, and we have every reason to sincerely 
pray that this treaty, left to the last moment 
so far as it relates to our interests, will not be 
any longer unduly delayed. Hitching little 
West India to the United States is like c^up-^ 
ling the tiniest Shetland to the biggest 
Clydesdale; but there is more in the matter; 
it IS one of those moves which once made can 
not be unmade, and is evidence of the over- 
whelming desire of the Anglo-Saxon peoples, 
wherever they be, to draw closer the bonds of 
connection, for they gravitate together by the 
law of nature. The contemplated reciprocity 
treaty between the United States and the Brit- 
ish West Indies will be but another, though 
small, rivet In the band that binds together 
Anglo-Saxons wherever they dwell. Wisely 
did Britain drop the Belgian and Grerman 
treaties and denounce them in the interests of 
Canada. The foreigner is her avowed enemy, 
envious, because she is the mother of the An- 
glo-Saxon race, whose civilizing infiuence is 
opposed to their militarism and dest>otism. 
The recent moves on the political chess-board 
may well be called stupendous, there is no un^ 
certainty about them. Interest and sentiment 
alike must compel Anglo-Saxons to stand 
four-square to avert, and if necessary to meet 
the threatening storm, and reciprocal trade 
relations, even on the small West Indian scale, 
is a counter move of the utmost importance* 
Reciprocity with the United States, reciproci- 
ty between Britain and her colonies, reciproc- 
ity between the Anglo-Saxon peoples wher- 
ever they dwell, reciprocity leading up to a 
truer union and freer trade Is the one effectual 
answer to the European coalition whether it 
come insidiously with bounties, or openly 
with cannon. — Agricultural Reporter^ Feb, 5, 

Egypt. 

The sugar industry in Egypt, which now 
produces about 100,000 tons per annum, is full 
of promise. Last year the greater part of the 
exported raw sugar went to America, the 
United States having taken about ten times as 
much as Great Britain, which stands second 
on the list. This is very curious, in view of 
the fact that Egypt did not enjoy the advan- 
tages of a reciprocity treaty with the States, 
and the shipping rates were high. The ma* 
chlnery and methods of cultivation in use in 
Egypt are (says Sugar Cane) fairly up-to-date. 
Some of the factories work with diffusion, 
which has a much better chance In Egypt than 
anywhere else, as the very dry climate permits 
the bagasse to be constantly used for fuel. A 
large new factory, erected by a Glasgow firm 
for a British and native company, is expected 
to be at work very shortly. 
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Demerara, 

Tbe wefttber of the week waa fair^ with light 
ihowerfl, one day a hea^y one of half an inch, 
but, taken on the whole, light and highly fa- 
vorable to the natural industries of the coun- 
try. The sunlight greatly improved, though 
much cloud of a fleecy character prevailed from 
day to day. Darker clouds at times threatened 
heavy rain, but fortunately it did not fall; the 
light clouds modified the intensity of the sun 
largely, but did not very materially prevent it 
recording itself. Sometimes, however, when 
one issued out, trusting to the cloudinees, 
without a hat ooi, and the sky. cleared, as the 
sun sucked the clouds off, one felt that either 
our system of wearing artificial headgear was 
a good one or that our method of having our 
heads barbered was a bad one. Nature hav- 
ing provided its own means to meet the case, 
the former no doubt being responsible for the 
amount of balditudeness that is so conspicuous 
a feature In theatrical and ecclesiastical meet- 
ings. Amongst human males St. Paul must 
have noticed this and its bearing on equality 
of respect, hence his injunction that women— 
their hair being tbeir glory— should Iceep their 
heads artificially covered in all assemblies of 
the saints. The rainfall of this year, should it 
continue as it has begun, without unnecessary 
violence in the race, promises a great pull 
over tbs^t of the earlier months of last year. 
And a pull in the earlier part of a contest, if it 
is sustained, is a great advantage. 

The weather has been delightful, and every 
one has reveled in it, feeling no discomfort — 
rather the height of comfort— and the capacity 
of a Trojan for work. Roads have dried and 
movement has become easy ; agricultural con- 
ditions of work have improved, also to the ex- 
tent of easiness, and crops have felt the relief 
and stimulus and are looking fine, where 
opportunities have been taken in fair hours or 
days to meet circumstances and keep them in 
fairly good trim. Where this foresight has 
been observed young crops are looking well, 
giving evidence day by day that they are striv- 
ing for the end, or at any rate making the 
most of favorable conditions— or, as the old 
proverb puts it, making hay while the sun 
shines. The temperature too was most delight- 
ful — a mean of 83 deg. F. by day and at night 
of 74 deg. F. What could any one, to use an 
4>mericanism, if they had the ^^ fixing ^' of 
their own weather, do or desire more than this? 
The sun reached a high level of a mean out of 
doors of 139 deg., the highest reached being 
160 deg. There was, too, more dryness in the 
atmosphere, as shown by the wet and dry 
bulbs. — Argosy^ January 29. 



Trinidad, B. W. I. 

The cane harvest in Trinidad promises well, 
according to reports received by last mall. 
The crop in the Xaparima district is a large 
one, and a good yield is expected. In this 
district larger areas are now in cultivation 
than for many years before, and cane farmers 
have sprung up everywhere. The weather for 
harvesting has been exceptionally good, and 
the factories expect to get through grinding 
without any stoppages^ The recent marked 



increase in the price of cocoa at home has 
given much satisfaction to the agriculturists 
engaged in that industry. It is believed that 
the better prices will be permanent, as the 
consumption of cocoa in Great Britain is rap- 
dly increasing. — Chronicle, 

Demerara. 

The Sugar Cane published recently a letter 
on clarification from Mr. Francis A. Frew, 
who has a close Imowledg.^. of the methods of 
sugar manufacture in Demerara. Tbe letter 
contains the following passage : ** The extra 
lime required for Demerara juice is probably 
due to the applied manures, as also the natural 
salts contained in the soil, making degrees of 
sweetness between Demerara cultivated cane 
and Brazilian cane (for instance), which is not 
a highly cultivated plant. The advantage is 
decidedly in favor of the latter, 12 deg. and 13 
deg. B. being quite the usual thing, whereas 
in the former 10 deg. B. U considered fair. 
Brazilian canes have a low percentage of juice, 
and are not of the soft fibre as grown in 
Demerara ; being mostly of a puny size and 
woody, due to poor cultivation, therefore the 
the quality of the juice would not seem to 
depend on either of these conditions, and I 
have seen these canes coming to the mill weeks 
old still sweet and sound, if there Is a falling 
off in the return per acre In Demerara, I 
should say it was due to a probable stint in the 
present application of manure on worked-ottt 
lands, also to former abuse of ammonia, more 
than to a falling off in field work, which used 
to be even overdone. The appearance of a 
luxuriant growth on his estate was the sum- 
mum bonum of a planter, as distinguished 
from the wants of a mere sugar manufacturer 
in the practical working of his factory, and I 
am of opinion that the system of close plant- 
ing there, as well as other shovel work, with- 
out the former aid of a large manuring ac- 
count, will have to be somewhat modified to 
suit altered circumstances, and the falling off 
in quantity made up for by growing for a more 
natural and sweeter juice." — Chronicle. 



The Belgian Exports and Imports of 
Sus^ar. 

Hon. Bellamy Storer, Minister to Belgium, 
writes from Brussels January 21, 1893, that 
the official lists of total amounts of sugar ex- 
ported from and Imported into Belgium during 
the calendar year 1897 have just appeared. 
'* The total exportation of raw sugar," he 
adds, ^' Including sugar in loaves having the 
same rights to ' drawback ^ as raw sugar, dur- 
ing that period, was 179,042,003 kilograms 
(394,787,616 pounds;, of which 61,049,074 kil- 
ograms (134,723,208 pounds) are reported as 
shipped to the United States. The total ex- 
portatlons of refined sugar were 56,985,685 kil- 
ograms (125,653,435 pounds), of which 527,260 
kilograms (1,162,608 pounds), all of which Is 
described as ^ pulverized,^ went to the United 
States. During the same period, Belgium Im- 
ported of raw sugars. Including molasses, 
11,935,160 kilograms (26,317,027 pounds), and 
of refined sugar, 81,093 kilograms (178,810 
pounds).'* 



BEET SUOAR. 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

The party of sugar men, the Messrs. Uih- 
leins and Nunnemachers, after a thorough in- 
spection of all lands of both the lower and 
upper valley, left Eddy Saturday. Manager 
Goetz, of the sugar company, accompanied 
them as far as El Paso, where they spent Sun- 
day. They then continued on their way to 
Milwaukee, expecting to stop en route at 
Kansas City. Before leaving they expressed 
themselves well pleased with their visit here. 
While primarily one of business, it was also 
made a most pleasurable one. Coming here 
the party stopped one day at Thurber, Texas, 
where they were most royally and heartily en- 
tertained by Colonel Hunter, in charge of the 
mines there, and Mr. Ward. Thurber boasts 
two bands and one of these greeted the gentle- 
men on their arrival. It is admitted that no 
mining camp in the world excels Thurber In 
the completeness of its arrangements. 

But, more particularly about Eddy, It Is de- 
cided that improvements will be made in the 
factory during the summer. The campaign Is 
to be pushed vigorously. The factory will 
plant a certain acreage of beets, so there will 
be no uncertainty as to the quantity desired. 

It is obvious, though, that much of the suc- 
cess of the present year depends upon the 
farmers. They should do their whole part, 
and may feel assured that the men who are 
identified financially with the factory will do 
theirs. Working unitedly and in harmony, 
the future of the beet sugar industry in the 
Pecos Valley is one of exceptional brightness. 

Manager Goetz announces that the seed for 
this season^s planting should reach here within 
the next seven or eight days, being now en 
route, shipped January 1. The contracts for 
farmers will be ready by the first of next week. 

The product of the last campaign has been 
almost entirely disposed of, there remaining in 
the factory only about one car load. 

With the extension of the Pecos valley road, 
with the Improvement and enlargement of the 
beet sugar factory, with the largest acreage of 
beets yet raised in the valley, with a large fruit 
crop and an exceptionally fine production of 
all agricultural products, with good prices for 
stock, bringing joy to the stockmen and trade 
and money to local merchants, with the estab- 
lishment of a substantial and sufilciently capi- 
talized bank, with one of the best commercial 
and social clubs in the southwest, with an 
impetus in the building line and the Inaugura- 
tion of Improvements too numerous to mention, 
and with a steady fiow of Immigration here 
from the Northern and Eastern States— with 
all of these will Eddy have any cause for com- 
plaint against the year 1898? — Pecos Valley 
ArguSy February 18, 



Watson vllle, California. 

Beet sowing will commence near Gllroy next 
week. 

Two or three Inches of rain would be very 
welcome just now. 

The situation is becomhig critical in the 
country south of Salinas and In the vicini^ 
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of HollUter. It looks like a dry yeajr for these 
teotions. When these districts are placed 
under irrigation, which will be before long, a 
dry year will have no terrors for the farmers. 
'^Pc^aronian, February 1 7. 



Sugar Beet Seed. 

The wide-awake local journals at the impor- 
tant beet sugar centres, Chino and Watson- 
ville, are very properly calling attention to 
the fact that the strained commercial relations 
between Qermany and th« United may endan- 
ger our supply of sugar beet seed, and that 
the only safeguard against trouble is to be no 
longer dependent upon foreign seed growers. 
We have often pointed out the fact that, 
wholly apart from any interference with the 
trade, there are sufficient reasons why the 
United States should develop a home supply. 
California has peerless adaptations for the 
Beed product, as was recently quite fully out* 
lined in these columns. 

Why we should be selling tralnloads of 
other seeds and buying tralnloads of beet 
geed does not appear. There is certainly no 
natural difficulty about growing beet seed 
here; all that is necessary is to employ the 
lame exact methods in determining the quai- 
ls of mother beets and handling them as In- 
telligently as is done abroad. On this subject 
the Ghlno Champion remarks : 

" The very fact that we produce richer beets 
from the French and German seed than are 
produced In those countries from the same seed 
should be conclusive proof that the production 
of seed here would tend to breed the beets to a 
higher standard rather than to a lower one. 
Having the natural conditions to reach this re- 
sult, it remains but for a skilled application of 
scientific principles, with a reasonable amount 
of 'capital, to make a success here of this cog- 
nate branch of the sugar industry. ^^ i 

That a beginning has been made in this di- 
rection at Lehi and Watsonville factories is 
pointed out by the Watsonville Pajaronian, 
We are not sure that the sugar factories are 
the concerns best calculated to develop these 
Bapplles. In Europe It is done by professional 
seed growers. One of our largest seed -grow- 
ing firms is working at this matter^ — Pacific 
Sural Press » 



Soil Preparation for Sugar Beets. 

Superintendent Granger, of the Utah sugar 
company, in a recent pamphlet, gives the 
following advice regarding the soil and its 
preparation for a beet crop : 

^^The sugar beet is a much hardier plant 
than is generally supposed, and will thrive in 
as great a variety of soils as will potatoes, com 
or grain; but we find its most natural element 
U a rich, deep, loamy soil (not too sandy), 
that has good drainage, is loose and pliable, 
and will not bake or become hard during the 
growing season^ The very best land is none 
t«o good for the sugar beet, and the farmer 
should always see to it that the very best 
available piece of the farm is used for this 
crop. 

^^ Avoid poor land, land where sheep have 
heen recently pastured, sandy land that wU 



^ drift,' cold, wet, late land, and above all, 
alkali or mineral. 

" In any of the above, seed will not germi- 
nate well, the plants will be scattering, and 
when harvest time comes what beets there are 
will be coarse, rank and grown largely above 
ground, and consequently unfit for manufact- 
uring purposes. 

" We lay particular stress on the avoidance 
of alkali land, for the Impression seems to pre- 
vail that such land Is good for sugar beets, 
even some growers asserting they have made 
a success of it. True, a fair crop of beets can 
often be grown on slightly alkali land, but 
they are not good for sugar, and the manu- 
facturer does not want them. The nature of 
a sugar beet is to grow down like a carrot or 
parsnip, and with good soil and proper cul- 
tivation will grow, with the exception of a 
small crown, entirely under ground. Under- 
standing this desire of the plant to go down- 
ward, we can readily perceive the advantages 
to be derived from deep ploughing and thor- 
ough cultivation. 

^^ Plough the land deep, never less than ten 
and from that to fifteen inches, unless the top 
layer of soil is so thin that heavy clay will be 
turned up, in which case turn the good soil 
over with the ordinary plow, following di- 
rectly behind with a subsoiler to loosen the 
objectionable ground to the desired depth 
without bringing It to the surface, l^he great 
importance of deep ploughing seems to be 
but little understood by many farmers, or if 
understood is not practised. But it must be 
applied to successful beet raising. 

*^ In localities where there is freezing weather 
in winter, always plough the land deep in the 
fall. 

<'*' This is important, for after lying rough all 
winter and being subject to the infiuences of 
frost, snow and atmosphere, the soil is given 
new life and vigor, and if taken at just the 
proper time in the spring, can be worked down 
smooth and fine. When practical, do this 
early, so the weeds can get a good start before 
it is time to put in the crop; then just before 
planting, work the surface thoroughly with 
cultivators or harrows to kill the weeds and 
put the ground in smooth, excellent condition 
to receive the seed. 

(( The high altitude and dry winds of this 
intermountain region are so conducive to rapid 
evaporation that the soil dries out very quickly, 
more so when -spring ploughed than fall- 
ploughed. For this reason and because the 
beet seed requires considerable moisture to 
germinate, we find it necessary to follow with 
the planter immediately as the land Is prepared 
for the seed. Where the soil is light and loose 
(and most all fall-ploughed land is), roll or 
rub it down ahead of the seeder (but don't 
pack it), so as to get a firm, close bed for the 
seed to germinate in. If you are subject to 
spring winds that will blow the land about 
(which are very disastrous to small beet plants) 
break the light crust that may have been 
made by the roller by going ahead of the 
seeder with a very light harrow or other tool 
th«A will roughen the surface of the ground a 
Uttle. 

*' Where fall-ploughing is notjpractised it is 



usual to give a deep ploughing as early in the 
spring as the ground will permit and later, 
just previous to planting, a second one of from 
four to six inches deep.'' 



Sugar Beet 5eed« 

Between thirty-five and forty cars of sugar 
beet seed have been and will be received at the 
office of surveyor of customs this winter, four 
of them being already in sight. This aggre- 
gates 1,000,000 pounds, of which 300,000 
pounds are for Nebraska, and the remainder 
for California, Utah, Oregon and New Mexico. 
This entire amount is imported by Myer & 
Raapke, of Omaha, 90 per cent, from Germany 
and 10 per cent, from France and Russia, so 
through the Omaha custom house passes this 
entire amount, or 75 per cent, of the sugar 
beet seed used in the United States. The seed 
retails to the farmers at 15 cents per pound, 
and practically all that Is used Is imported. — 
Omaha World-Herald, 



Sugar at Santa Maria and Elsewhere, 

The Union Beet Sugar Company, a San 
Francisco corporation, has let a contract for 
the erection of a $500,000 beet sugar plant to 
be located at Santa Maria, Santa Barbara 
county. A spur of the Pacific Coast railway 
is being built to the site, and another from the 
opposite direction, connecting with the South- 
ern Pacific near Guadaloupe. The farmers in 
the vicinity have contracted to plant the nec- 
essary amount of beets to supply the factory. 
E. C. Burr, of the Alameda Sugar Company, 
one of the most thorough -going beet sugar 
men. Is to be manager of the concern. 
The latest Improved machinery has been 
ordered, and the factory buildings will be of 
brick and iron. Work on the structures will 
begin at once. A large lake will supply the 
necessary water for the factory. Encouraged by 
the success of the Clarks, at Alamltos, Michael 
Cudahy, the Chicago millionaire, is consider- 
ing engaging in the beet sugar Industry, and. 
If his investigations prove reassuring, he will 
erect an extensive refinery. He has under 
consideration the advisability of transferring 
his Nadeau land of 8000 acres, near Florence, 
into a sugar beet ranch and erecting a factory 
equal in capacity to any in Southern Califor- 
nia. The beets grown on this land this year 
in an experimental way are said to have aver- 
aged well in sugar percentages. — Ohino Cham- 
pion. 

Mr. £. P. Munson and the Misses Munson, 
from Assumption parish, were guests of the 
Hotel Grunewald during the recent festivities. 

The director of the celebrated Cora planta- 
tion during the past season was Mr. Otto A. 
Beilmann, and a better man for the position 
would be hard to find. Mr. Beilmann is a 
thorough student of the sugar industry in all 
its forms, practical, theoretical and technical, 
and has been in this country several seasons 
holding important and responsible positions. 

Mr. 0. J. Burton was the sugar boiler on 
Dunboyne plantation during the recent cam- 
paign. Mr. Burton was ably assisted by Mr. 
M. J. Bringier, and they turned out a splendid 
article of sugar. 
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Hawaii and the Suj^ar Trust. 

What is described as an elaborate sugar 
scheme, possessing dramatic interest alcin to 
the exploits of speculative Britannia in Africa, 
is the attempt which, It leaked out yesterday, 
is being made in certain quarters to turn 
Hawaii and Cuba into a theatre for an indus- 
trial propaganda, having millions at stake. 

The sugar trust is said to openly avow hos- 
tility to Hawaiian annexation. Other sugar 
interests declare that this is a sham, that the 
trust wants annexation to get the product of 
Hawaii's cheap coolie labor into this country 
free of duty, and that the show of hostility to 
annexation is apparent rather than real. The 
trust is pictured as reaching out for a monopoly 
of the cane fields of Hawaii now and Cuba 
afterwaM. Visions are conjured up of im- 
mense sugar refineries rising in the cane fields 
on the Sandwich Islands which are to pour out 
the sugar for America at the comparatively 
insignificant cost due to low-priced labor. 
With this cheaply made product it has been 
presumed that enormous profits would be 
realized. 

The trust is also represented as resorting to 
devices to encourage the belief that it is opposed 
to annexation. It is described as manipulating 
interviews with itself and protesting against 
Hawaii coming into the Union. Those who 
gee only a sham in all this point to the dis- 
patches coming from Washington as showing 
a part of the game. 

The effect of all this, it has been pointed 
out, is to insure the confirmation by the Sen- 
ate of the treaty on the theory that Hawaii 
will be a rich sugar rival to the trust. The 
Senate is supposed to be smarting under the 
sting of suspicion which connected it with the 
sugar bribery scandal and to be ready to seize 
an opportunity to vote against anything which 
the trust seems to want. The trust clamors 
lustily to keep out Hawaii. Therefore the 
Senate, it is expected, will let Hawaii in. 

That would be the alleged hour of triumph 
for the sugar trust. Gradually it would go 
Into the heart of the cane fields of Hawaii, 
where it would get the lowest priced labor in 
the world, and turn out refined sugar at a 
lower cost than the amount paid to the 
workingmen in Brooklyn and Jersey City. 
With Hawaii a part of the United States there 
would be no tariff to meet, and it is esti- 
mated that the refined sugar, coming in by 
water transportation, the cheapest in the 
world, could be landed In San Francisco and 
Xew York for less than itcosts to-day to refine 
sugar in Brooklyn. 

The beet sugar interests are tight! og annexa- 
tion heart and soul. The beet sugar industry 
is only a few years old in this country. It has 
already become the leading industry in several 
parts of the West. It Is believed to be full of 
promise. As an ^stance of its workings a 
tract of 53,000 acres in California, which could 
have been bought for $10 an acre, was turned 
into beet fields six years ago, and to-day there 
is a public school there filled with 600 children, 
and the city of Chino has risen — a beet sugar 
city. Land there now is worth $400 an acre. 
Wheat ' crops yield $18 an acre ; beets, $65 an 
acre. Beet sugar men look upon the annexa- 



tion of Hawaii as the death knell to their 
business. American labor can not compete 
against coolie labor. 

Henry T. Oxnard, president of three of the 
largest beet sugar factories in the United States 
— two in Nebraska and the other in California 
—said yesterday: 

*' It is evidently the design and purpose of 
the administration, through the Secretary of 
Agriculture, to make it appear that the beet 
sugar industry is really not affected by the 
annexation of the Hawaiian Islands. I beg to 
differ with them entirely on this subject. In 
view of the fact that every producer of sugar 
in the United States, whether of cane, beet or 
sorghum, is absolutely and unrelentingly op- 
posed to the annexation of those islands, it 
is hardly fair to say that those who have 
made this industry a life-long study are all 
wrong and that the administration, through 
the Department of Agriculture, which has 
only very recently come into power, should be 
able to decide this question for the sugar pro- 
ducers of the United States. 

*^ Taking the statement of the expe;'t of the 
Agriculture Department, Dr. Wylie, we see that 
the sugar produced in the United States costs 
about 4 cents a pound. It is a well-known 
and conceded fact that sugar is produced in the 
Hawaiian Islands for about 1)^ to I^ cents per 
pound. This sugar can be refined and trans- 
ported to. Nebraska and points in the inter- 
mediate territory at a cost of certainly not to 
exceed 3 cents per pound. The freight from 
Honolulu to Omaha does not exceed, or quite 
equal, % cent per pound. If I were to add }4 
cent for refining. It would give us the cost to 
the producer of refined sugar, the cost laid 
down in Omaha, at 3 cents per pound. 

*' The figures of the factories of which I am 
president show that we have not been able to 
make sugar in Nebraska for 4 cents a pound, 
but, for the sake of argument, granting that 
the expert of the Agriculture Department is 
right, I will say that this sugar can be pro- 
duced at 4 cents. We, therefore, find that the 
Hawaiian planter can sell sugar in our own 
market of Nebraska at a profit of 1 cent a 
pound to himself, while we would be manu- 
facturing the same quality of sugar at a loss. 

** The reason why this has not been done in 
the past is simply because so little beet sugar 
was made that the Hawaiian sugar did not 
lower its price to supplant it; but now that we 
are on the eve of producing our own sugar, it 
is apparent to any one who wishes to look at 
the facts as they are, and not as the adminis- 
tration wishes to have them appear, that the 
future development of the beet sugar industry 
is to be checked, if not entirely stopped within 
a very short time. 

** Another factor which has prevented the 
Hawaiian sugars from being sold in competi- 
tion with the home sugar product was the fact 
that a contract existed between these same 
Hawaiian planters and the sugar trust, where- 
by the Hawaiian planter received the full price 
of his sugar in the markets of the world 
(plus the duty, which, however, he did not 
pay into the treasury, but transferred to his 
own pocket). Consequently, the sugar trust, 
having paid the duty on the sugar to the 



Hawaiian planter, could not afford to undersell 
the home producer; but a different condition 
exists since the first of the present month. 
Thesugar trust has refused to renew Us con- 
tract with the Hawaiian Island planters, and 
therefore the Hawaiian planters will seek a 
market in the territory lying west of the Mis- 
souri river in direct competition with the 
home producer; but the price of the coolie- 
made Hawaiian sugar will be lowered suffi- 
ciently to prevent the home producer from 
marketing his product in that territory, in 
view of the fact that American sugar can not 
be produced as cheaply as tlie Hawaiian sugar. 

^^ I see it stated that Hawaii has reached the 
limit of its capacity and can not produce any 
more sugar than she is producing at the present 
time. This is absolutely false from the veiy 
best authority which I have been able to ob- 
tain, having sent out to the islands my expert 
for the purpose of finding out and reporting to 
me the possibilities of the sugar industry in 
those islands. The Hawaiian planters used the 
same argument when they were trying to get 
the treaty renewed some years ago, and asserted 
that 100,000 tons would be the maximum pro 
duction of sugar in the islands. The past 
year Hawaii produced 250,000 approximatelyJ| 
which is 100,000 tons more than Is consumed 
by the entire territoty west of the Missouri 
nver. 

"^ We view the accession of those islands 
with dread, realizing full well that the oondl ^ 
tions existing there make it impossible for us 
to continue a struggle with an Industry which 
has had so much aid from our own government 
during the last twenty years. Had we received 
the same help for the next twenty years, we 
would not then be in the position In which we 
find ourselves to-day. In other worda, Hawaii 
is a threat to the development of the beet sugar 
igdustry of the United States, the present ad- 
ministration notwithstanding.^^ 

In contradiction to the story that the sugar 
trust is seeking annexation, it is contended 
that there is every reason why it should not 
want Hawaii to come Into the Union, as it 
publicly declares. The more free sugar there 
is coming into the United States, the better the 
opportunity for independent refiners to pur 
chase the raw product and refine it in compe- 
tition with the trust. 

On the other hand, it is argued with equal 
force that the more free sugar there is coming 
into this country, the better it will enable the 
trust to dictate prices to foreign sellers of the 
raw product. With the products of cheap 
coolie sugar of Hawaii coming in free of duty 
the trust would naturally refuse to pay higher 
prices to the French and German exporter ttf 
the raw material. 

Then, again, it Is suggested the trust could 
more readily afford to buy out the beet sugar 
industry in this country and check any 
threatened rivalry than to undertake the vast 
project of erecting refineries on the Sandwich 
Islands to obtain a world ^s monopoly of sugar. 
To the end of buying out the beet sugar busi- 
ness, it is said the trust is already using some 
of its surplus millions. 

Meanwhile the beet sugar campaign against 
annexation is now conducted along the one 
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line that the Hawaiian treaty is a sugar tras 
plot. This is the keynote of the contest being 
waged at the national capital. — Neto York 
Commercial Advertiser, 



The Draininif Pump at MakawelL 

In answer to inquiries, Mr. O^Dowda, sugar 
boiler of the £wa plantation, has been kind 
enough to publish in the December issue of 
your journal a letter relative to the method 
used in that mill for draining the vacuum pan 
coils and multiple effect, and in closing his 
ar.ticle adds, ^* that if this plan were adopted 
by the diffusion, process mills, their fuel 
bill would be much less at the end of thie sea- 
son.^' Now it is very evident from this latter 
sentence that your correspondent knows very 
little about the methods adopted by diffusion 
process mills, in draining apparatus working 
under vacuo; or it may be, as I have con- 
cluded, that Mr. O^Dowda takes the £wa 
plant as it was when worked by the diffusion 
process and compares it with what mills are 
now working by this method. If so, then for 
his particular instruction and those interested 
in milling in general, I will take in compari- 
son the methods adopted by the Hawaiian 
Sugar Company at th^ir Makaweli diffusion 
mill, and leave it to the judgment of those in- 
terested to decide whether the method adopt- 
ed at Ewa is more piofltable than that adopted 
here, or in general use on these islands. 

The system employed at Ewa, is that of the 
coils draining into a container, which must 
necessarily carry a certain amount of water 
(condensed steam) and to which is attached at 
bottom the suction pipe of the pump. Here I 
claim, in the first place, a certain amount of 
steam is lost, the container acting as a surface 
condenser to tail pipes of vacuum pan, and In 
a like manner to the first vessel of the multiple 
apparatus, from the fact of this container hav- 
ing to carry a certain amount of water. 

Your correspondent is probably under the 
impression that what steam is not l>eing con- 
densed in the coils of his pan, or heatiDg sur- 
face of his evaporator, is being pumped back 
to the boilers in its original state. Now allow- 
ing that his steam is all condensed before it 
reaches the suction valve of his pump, what 
about the steam necessary to drive it? This 
raises the question, does the saving of a few 
degrees in the temperature of his feed water 
to the boilers (by being pumped back directly) 
pay for the cost of steam to drive the pump, 
leaving the cost of the pump aside, and the 
amount condensed by the water in container? 
I think not. 

The supply of steam to the vacuum pans at 
Makaweli is on precisely the same principle, 
as that at Ewa— {. e., a large reducing steam 
valve is placed near the pan inlet steam main, 
to regulate the ^^ what is found locally to be 
the most economical pressure for use in the 
pan coils. '^ To each coil is attached a drain 
pipe, iitted with an ordinary check valve, 
80 that when steam is opened on any 
one coil it does not escape or return to 
any other on which steam has not l>een 
admitted. Each of the tail pipes is connected 
to a main pipe of sufficient area to drain all 
the coils when under pressure, and to this 



main pipe is attached a steam trap, the dimen- 
sions of which for a 25-ton pan is only 18 
inches diameter by 24 inches high, leaving a 
minimum surface for condensation of any steam 
that may leave the pan coils in a dry state. 
From this trap a discharge pipe is led into the 
hot well for supply to boilers, by the usual 
feed pump, and where the water from vacuum 
pans and first vessels of the evaporator main- 
tains a temperature of 203 deg. Fah. 1 may 
here add that the top colls of our evaporator 
are drained in exactly the same way, but with- 
out the necessity of a check valve. 

I am confident in saying that the Kealia 
people with their diffnsion plant understand 
all about the saving of steam from drain pipes. 
With reference to Mr. O'Dowda's opinion, 
that 55 pounds pressure per square inch 
is the correct pressure to work the vacuum 
pan coils with, I may state that, in my 
opinion, this is a point governed entirely by 
local circumstances, such as length and size of 
coil, make of pan, etc., and Can only be de- 
cided by actual experience. At the Hawaiian 
Sugar Company ^s mill our vacuum pans do 
not require more than 20 pounds pressure per 

square inch. 

Jamks Scott, 
Chief Engineer, 
Makaweli Plantation, Kauai, 23d Dec,, 1897. 
— Hawaiian Planters'* Monthly, 



Laborers in Hawaii. 

The United States Consul General at Hono- 
lulu, in a recent report on coffee culture in 
Hawaii, speaks of the prevailing labor condi- 
tions of the islands as follows : 

The prevailing labor is Japanese, though 
natives. Chinamen and Portuguese are em- 
ployed. On one place 1 found two Qermans 
employed at $20 per month. 

The universal price paid for Japanese labor 
is $16 per month without board. In the Olaa 
district a number of Chinese are employed at 
wages ranging from $16 to $17 per month. I 
found the planters preferred the Chinese to the 
Japanese, because they were more tractable, 
and worked better without overseeing. The 
native Hawaiians, I am sorry to say, did not 
take kindly to working in the fields, although 
in the Puna district I noticed a number, their 
presence made more apparent by strains of the 
hula after dark. 

The natives seem to work best on the cattle 
ranches and odd jobs which do not require 
continuous labor. The Japanese seem to be, 
so far, all that Is required for successful coffee 
raising, though it seems to me that the more 
important work of planting should be entrusted 
to the most faithful and intelligent labor that 
can be employed, even though double the 
present wages be paid. For this work, the 
patient, painstaking, faitliful German seems to 
me to be the best fitted. The Germans are 
natural gardeners and can be depended upon, 
as a rule, to do their work well. So much im- 
portance is attached to intelligent planting 
that it would be money well spent to pay even 
$50 a month to a planter and feel assured that 
the plants had been set out in a scientific 
manner. 

One phase of the labor question has not been 



fully met yet, because the plantations have not 
begun to k>ear a full crop, and that is, where 
the labor is to come from at picking time. The 
ideal labor would be women and children at . 
from 25 to 50 cents per day, and many dismiss 
the subject by counting on school children. I 
doubt very much whether there are enough 
children, favorably located, on the island of 
Hawaii to-day to pick next year's crop, even 
should the government change the scholastic 
year so as to bring vacation time during the 
picking season. 

Mr. J. M. Horner, of Hamakua, has a scheme 
for obtaining Hawaiian labor at picking time, 
which I think highly of, especially as it ema- 
nates from one who has lived a long time on 
the islands and knows the native character^ 
and because he is a man who, by his successes^ 
shows that he gives intelligent thoaght to any- 
thing he undertakes. To fully appreciate Mr. 
Horner^s scheme, it is necessary to understand 
something of the Hawaiian character. The 
native Hawaiians are kindly people, with a 
love for music, good fellowship, feasting and 
hospitality. Mr. Horner^s idea is to invite a 
sufficient number of natives to a ^* laua,'* the 
native name for a feast, upon condition that 
they pick, during the day, a certain number of 
pounds of berries, for which a certain price will 
be paid, the evening being given up to feasting^ 
dancing and gossiping. As the picldng season 
varies somewhat, according to elevation, it is 
thought the people can go from place to place. 

Mr. Harry Eycroft, of Puna, is trying an ex- 
periment which will appeal more to the prac- 
tical mind, and, if successful, will not only 
solve the vexed quedtion of picking, but some 
others. He has planted some cacao, which 
bears fruit in the spring; coffee ripens and 
must be picked in the fall months. His idea is 
to keep a force all the year round which, dur- 
ing the coffee picking season, will be sufficient 
to gather the crop. After that is done, he 
considers the same force will be necessary to 
catch up with the work which has been neg- 
lected during the picking season, such as 
weeding, etc., which will furnish sufficient 
work until the cacao crop comes on. He told 
me that he would beiully satisfied if the cacao 
paid the cost of marketing, because he would 
be fully repaid by being able to have labor 
which he employed the year round. 



Our Interest in Hawaii. 

The Hawaiian sugar bounty treaty of ]87<l 
yields this country less than 12 per cent, of 
reciprocal free trade. From 1876 to 1884 the 
duty paid by all other imported sugar im- 
ported into the United States of the same 
standard of quality averaged 2.81 cents per 
pound. During the next six years the duty 
averaged 2}4 cents. From 1890 to 1895 the 
duty was 40 per cent, ad valorem. According 
to the Hawaiian Annual, the recognized au- 
thority on custom matters, the free admission 
of its sugar to the United States market, while 
other foreign sugars were paying the required 
duty, amounted to a total gift or bounty to 
Hawaiian sugar planters of $72,000,000 up to 
January 1, 1897. It is probable that up to the 
present time the bounty to this Hawaiian mon- 
opoly has amounted to $76,000,000. In other 
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words, while this icoTernment would give do 
bounty to American sugar producers, it has 
paid out three-fourths of $100,000,000 as a 
bonus to the Sandwich Island producers. Our 
farmers think that this thing has gone on long 
enough. 

It is urged that San Francisco can not afford 
to have th3 Hawaiian treaty defeated, because 
she enjoys its carrying trade. How much does 
this amount to? For 1896 San Francisco has 
received 132,000 tons of Hawaiian sugar, while 
76,000 tons were shipped direct to New York. 
At a rate of $8.50 per ton, a few shipping firms 
In San Francisco was benefited to the amount 
of $532,000. But to give them this benefit the 
United Stales Government remitted in duties 
on Hawaiian sugars during 1896, about $6,000,- 
000. This bounty is yearly Increasing. In 
other words, that a few ship owners in Frisco 
may get a fancy freight rate, the government 
is asked to lose about $100 for every dollar of 
their profit. 

Hawaii produced only 237,000 tons of sugar 
last year, or but little more than one-tenth of 
the United States consumption— not enough to 
cut any figure. This Is one of the arguments 
of those who favor annexation. But to pro- 
duce even this quantity of sugar in the United 
States would require forty-five factories cost- 
ing $250,000 each, or nearly $12,000,000 of cap- 
ital. They would utilize the beets grown on 
150,000 to 175,000 acres of land, to say nothing 
of the enormous sums that would be spent for 
labor, 8upplies> etc. — Orange Judd Farmer. 



The Ensriish 5us^ar Bounties. 

To give ^* such direct advantages to the cul- 
tivators and producers of sugar as will enable 
all well managed estates to hold their own.^^ 
The precise meaning of this remarkable state- 
ment of Mr. Chamberlain's Is unknown, but It 
has been supposed to point to a direct bounty 
to be given to the owner of vacuum pan 
estates In the West Indies. It Is to be hoped 
that the x)opular view has misinterpreted Mr. 
Chamberlain's meaning, for a bounty of the 
sort would be destructive. In the first place 
It would shut West Indian sugar out of Its 
chief market— the United States — where there 
Is a countervailing duty against all bounties. 
In the next place. It would at once stop the 
pending negotiations at Washington for more 
favored treatment of West Indian sugar under 
a reciprocity treaty. Thirdly, It Is not the 
vacuum-pan estates, or the districts where 
they are chiefly used, that are most threatened 
with difiiculties In the West Indies. The 
main sufferings are, and will be, on estates 
where obsolete appliances are used, and where 
the owners are too poor to Improve. These 
people would Indeed have reason to complain 
If their richer neighbors were relieved, while 
they were left In the cold. Fourthly, the de- 
mand for vacuum-pan sugar, such as that 
hitherto sent us from the West Indies, Is com- 
paratively limited at anything like its present 
relative values, because of the competition of 
white beet granulated. 

Raw grocery crystals are only sold to any 
great extent In certain districts, and If their 
supply were greatly Increased through the 
operation of bounties the price might fall far 



below the present relative value. Fifthly, the 
British refiners also assert that they are mate- 
rially Injured by the beet bounties. On the 
whole, we do not believe they are so much in- 
jured as they think, but a bounty on grocery 
cane crystals would certainly Injure them, and 
they would with justice complain of such a 
step. Sixthly, If a bounty Is given on West 
Indian sugar, why should Mauritius and other 
British cane colonies be excluded from Its ben- 
efits? They are suffering just as much from 
the fall In sugar as the West Indies, and assert 
just as loudly that it is due to the trivial boun- 
ties, while, as a fact, it is due to infinitely 
wider causes, as we have often explained. Mr. 
Chamberlain said that the proposed ^* very 
large " government grant-in-aid to the West 
Indies would be, of course, much less than our 
Incidental gain from the sufcar bounties, which 
he put at £2,000,000 a year. Although a 30s. 
grant on the 260,000 tons produced in the West 
Indies would be under £400,000, that alone. In 
addition to the alleviations proposed by the 
commissioners, would be a heavy draft on the 
Britsh taxpayer. But the sugar exports of 
the British Empire have already, in some fa- 
vorable years, exceeded 500,000 tons, or double 
the West Indian production, and India alone 
produces at least some 2,000,000 tons of sugar 
a year, which a bounty of Is. 6d. per cwt. in 
gold, or 3s. 3d. In sliver, might make to flow 
out In a resistless stream. Then the granting 
of any bounties whatever by a free trade coun- 
try like England would open up quite a new 
vista, and would establish a precedent under 
which any Industry which happened to be 
under a cloud would appeal to the Britsh tax- 
payer. 

Such a system would be certain to lead to a 
war of tariffs with other countries, as It did 
under our obsolete ^^ mercantile system, '^ 
which we abandoned generations ago as In- 
jurious. Finally, the recent royal commission 
unanimously decided against this remedy of 
granting West Indian bounties. Under these 
circumstances we can not but think that Mr. 
Chamberlaln^s meaning can not have been 
such as Is popularly given to his Intentions, 
although his speech caused some surprise, 
from the meagreness and Inaccuracy of the 
Information that he appeared to have been 
supplied with on the West Indian question. 
Nevertheless, we can not Imagine that the 
government can contemplate the direct grant 
of l>ounties. Still, so serious a view is taken 
on the subject in West Indian circles that we 
understand that representations have been 
made in the proper quarters, as to the absolute 
impossibility of an acceptance of a bounty, 
which would close the American market to 
the West Indies, or, at any rate, deprive them 
of the benefit they now get there. — P, M, Be- 
vieto. 

The Sus^ar Bounties Question in 
England. 

As Is shown below, the crisis may not be so 
pressing as it has been In the case of vacuum 
pan sugar, but a liberal grant-in-aid to the 
Wedt Indies may be defended by strong argu • 
ments. There has been an enormous fall In 
the value of sugar through economic causes, 



helped to a small degree by the objectionable 
and unfair system of boundes, which has 
added doubt and uncertainty to an already 
difficult position. Estates In the West Indies, 
and particularly In the Islands, are too small to 
allow of the introduction of modem ma- 
chinery, and the crisis at the last has been too 
sudden for planters to adapt themselves to it. 
In the meantime there Is In some of the Islands 
a large, poor and Ignorant population depend- 
ent, or nearly so, on sugar, which, under ex- 
isting circumstances, can not be grown at a 
profit under the old processes they employ. 
About one- half of the produce of the West 
Indies and Demerara together, and perhaps 
three-fourths of the produce of the Islands 
taken by themselves, Is still made on the open 
pan system. This is absolutely impossible as a 
paying process owing to the depreciation in 
sugar, and the planters are quite unable to at 
once bring about the changes in the land sys- 
tem, in cultivation and In manufacture, which 
will alone allow them to compete in the mar- 
kets of the world. Under these circumstances 
the West Indies may fairly appeal to the gen- 
erous feeling of the British taxpayer and ask 
for help, especially as the mother country has 
been a great fi^ainer by the fall in sugar. It is 
true that since the beginning of the century 
we have rarely been free from alleged West 
Indian crises, and that the planters have cried 
" wolf so often that people may now be In- 
credulous, when something little short of a 
catastrophe threatens particular islands, as is 
pointed out by the West Indian Commission. 
It Is the makers of old-fashioned and obsolete 
sugar and their laborers who will suffer, and 
their condition may be most serious. It Is to 
be expected that Parliament will turn a sym- 
pathetic ear to arguments such as these, 
especially as there is universal agreement as 
to the desirability of the removal of the for- 
eign bounties, by any means that will not 
Inflict too heavy a loss upon the mother coun- 
try. It Is at least questionable whether these 
arguments apply to nearly the same degree 
with vacuum pan sugar. 

IMces last year were probably lower on the 
average than they ever were, and the annual 
Agricultural Summary for 1897, published In 
the Demerara Argosy of the 8th of January, 
argues strongly In favor of Imposing counter- 
vailing duties against the foreign bounties. 
The following statements In the article Itself 
seem a conclusive reply to the argument, so 
far as the existence of any pressing crisis in 
vacuum-pan sugar Is concerned, which could 
call for so drastic a remedy : 

'' The majority of estates throughout the 
colony will show a moderate proflt on the re- 
sult of the year's working, buf a few (less than 
ten), including some that suffered, severely 
from unfavorable climatic conditions, consider- 
able loss. ♦ * * The cane juice during 

1897 was the poorest of which there Is any 
record. Cane juice previous to 1895 would 
show an average over a number of years of 
1.65 pounds sucrose per gallon; the average 
during 1897 would not exceed 1.30 pounds 
sucrose per gallon. ♦ ♦ ♦ The outlook as 

1898 opens is encouraging, as far as the sugar 
market is concerned, and prices are at a re- 
munerative level, 4hanks chiefly to the policy 
of the United States In levying, In addlaon to 
the ordinary duties, a countervailing duty on 
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bounty-assisted sugar. The growing crop, 
^neraily speaking, is in a promising condi- 
tion." 

Another indication that the crisis in the 
West Indies may not be so pressing as some 
have thought, at any rate solar as vacuum-pan 
estates are concerned, is given by the follow- 
ing memorandnm from the Britisli refiners, 
addressed to Mr. Chamberlain on the 8th De- 
cember last, and published inthe Sugar Cane 
for January : 

*»The quantity of sugar per acre produced in 
the beet-root countries of Europe during the 
last three years is as follows: 

Germany 1.71 tons of sugar per acre 

Austria 1.09 '" ** •' 

France 1.24 ♦* * '' 

Russia 80 '* *' *' 

Belgium 1.65 ** *' " 

Holland 1.29 " *» " 

** The average production of sugar per acre 
for these six countries is 1.2^ tons. On the 
other hand, the quantity of sugar per acre 
produced in British Guiana and ^nldad. av- 
eraged from the results of the last nine years 
on estates producing 18,000 tons of sugar per 
annum in British Guiana, and 9,000 tons of su- 
gar in Trinidad, is for British Guiana 1.82 
tons per acre, and for Trinidad 1.54 tons per 
acre. The estates of the central factories in 
8t. Lucia produced 1.75 tons of sugar per acre. 
In Barbabos the production, according to evi- 
dence given before the Royal Oommu sion, is 
1.89 tons of sugar per acre. This gives an av- 
erage for the four colonies of 1.75 tons of su- 
gar per acre, as compared with only 1 .26 tons 
of sugar per acre produced in the six principal 
European countries. This, shows a very 
marked advantage of cane over beet root. A 
comparison of total cost of production will be 
found to give a similar result. At page 205 of 
Appendix C, Vol. I, of the Report of the West 
India Royal Commission, a full account is 
given of the cost of production in one of the 
most important sugar factories in Germany, 
from which it appears that, with every advant- 
age, it costs even in Germany over £10 a ton 
to produce sugar without a bounty. The aver- 
age cost for the whole of Europe must be con- 
sld^bly higher, because, while Germany gets 
1 .71 tons of sugar per acre, the average yield 
of the other five countries is only 1.06 ions per 
acre, representing an inferiority of 38 per cent. 
This would bring up the cost of production for 
those live countries considerably above the 
cost in Germany. On the other hand, the 
figures given at pages 206, 207 of the same Blue 
Book, of the cost of production in British 
Guiana and Trinidad, are as follows: 

Per Ton. 
The Colonial Company's factories— £ s. d. 

(1) In British Guiana 8 19 4 

(2) In Trinidad 9 6 

*' Messrs. Sandbach, Tinne & Co.'s 
factories— 

(1) In British Guiana 8 6 10 

(2) " " 8 6 

(3) " " 9 12 6 

**• To these may be added the cost of produc- 
tion at the central factories in St. Lucia, £8 
15s. per ton. The average of these figures is 
£8 16s. 8d. per ton, against £10 a ton in Ger- 
many, and considerably more in all the other 
beet-root countries. Such facts as these show 
that, with free competition on equal terms, the 
West Indies are not only able to hold their own 
against l>eet-root sugar, but possess most dis- 
tinct advantages which would give them pros- 
perity and successful progress if they were 
free from the blighting competition of Europ- 
ean export bounces, it must not be forgotten 
tHat cane sugar Is superior to beet-root sugar, 
and fetches a higher price.'' 



Taking the German bounty at 25s. per ton, 
the cost of production of £10 as given above is 
reduced to £8 15s., against £8 16s. 8d. in the 
colonies named. This, so far, is a net advant- 
age of Id. per cwt., or Is. 8d. per ton— but 
against this, as the refiners truly say, cane 
sugar fetches a higher price. The value of 
grocery vacuum -pan crystals (such as are 
mainly made on the estates named above) in 
the London market just now is from 12s. to 13s. 
6d. per cwt., and (taking expenses for freight 
and other charges at the rate of 2s. per cwt.) 
from £10 to £11 10s. per ton net, there is left a 
manufacturing profit Of from £1 3s. 4d. to £2 
3s. 4d. per ton. Taking an average profit on 
manufacturing cost of £1 lOs. on the al>ove 
basis, it would amount to over 17>^ per cent. ; 
this, too, in colonies where labor has to be im- 
ported — in Demerara at a cost of £1 per ton of 
sugar made. This favorable position would 
in any case only apply to vacuum-pan sugar, 
and is possibly only temporary, for undoubt- 
edly the producers have done very badly of 
late years. These favorable figures also do not 
all apply to open-pan sugar, of which, per- 
haps, three-fourths of the produce of the 
island still consists. In the comparison with 
vacuum-pan sugar we are inclined to think 
that the refiners'* committee put the first cost 
of German beet too high for any average, and 
that it is something like £9 10s. per ton, or less 
bounty £8 58. This would materially alter the 
comparison, and would make the relative posi- 
tion of our planters worse. 

There appears to have been some hitch in 
the meeting of the proposed international 
drawback convention owing to difl^culty with 
France. The following apparently semi- 
ofiScial announcement appeared in the Daily 
News of the 10th February, whether due to 
this delay or not we do not know : 

*' The Exchange Telegraph Company states 
* upon high authority ' that, notwithstanding 
the important references which have l)een 
made in the speech from the throne to the 
sugar industries in the West India Islands, it 
has practically been decided by the govern- 
ment that no parliamentary action in regard 
thereto shall be taken for some time to come, 
the view held by those best qualified to form 
an opinion on the subject being that the move- 
ment would be injured rather than assisted 
were a debate to take place just at present on 
the subject in the House of Commons. It is 
understood that Mr. Chamberlain is entirely 
in accord with this view, which is also shared 
by the oflicial opposition. It is probable, 
therefore, that in the course of a day or two 
the Colonial Secretary will be formally ques- 
tioned in regard to the intentions of the gov- 
ernment."' 

The following extract from the Queen's 
speech of the 8th is printed here simply for 
reference, but it will be noted that her Majesty 
has not been advised to name countervailing 
duties, which is the only point on which there 
is any serious controversy on the sugar trade, 
in connection with bounties : 

"The report of the commission which I 
appointed in December, 1896, to inquire into 
the condition of certain of my West Indian 
colonies has conclusively established the exist- 
ence of severe depression in those colonies 
caused by a heavy fall in the price of sugar, 
which is mainly attributable to the reduction 
in the cost of production and the great in- 
crease in its extent during recent years. 



" But this fall has been artificially stimulated 
by the system of bounties to the producers and 
tnanufacturers of beet- root sugar maintained in 
many European States. There are signs of a 
growing opinion in those States that this sys- 
tem is injurious to the general interests of 
their population; and communications are 
now in progress between my government and 
the governments principally concerned, with a 
view to a conference on the subject, which, I 
trust, may result in the abolition of the boun- 
ties. 

" In the meantime, measures will be pro- 
posed to you for the relief of the immediate 
necessities of the West Indian colonies, for 
encouraging other industries, and for assisting 
those engaged in sugar cultivation to tide over 
the present crisis." 

Replying to an inquiiy from Sir H. Vincent 
as to bounties in the House of Commons on 
the 10th inst., the president of the Board of 
Trade, Mr. Ritchie (Croydon) said: 

His honorable friend, the member for Shef- 
field, had raised the question of l>ounties. On 
that point he was entirely in accord with him. 
As his honorable friend knew, the government 
were engaged upon negotiations to bring to- 
gether a conference of the powers with a view 
to the abolition of the sugar bounties, which 
had done so much harm to our trade and com- 
merce. He believed the House would welcome 
the abolition of these bounties if it could be 
done by friendly negotiations. The bounties 
given to the shipping of foreign countries were 
of a different order from the sugar bounties. 
They were really given in the form of subsi- 
dies to establish quick communication by sea, 
and services *were performed in return for 
them. Whether the subsidies exceeded the 
value of the services rendered or not was a 
question it was impossible for them to discuss 
with the hope of arriving at a satisfactory re- 
sult. But if they were in excess of the services 
rendered how could we stop them being 
given? His honorable friend referred to inland 
railway charges in Germany and other coun- 
tries which gave to the lines of steamers be- 
longing to those coimtries advantages over 
English shippers. Having regard to the fact 
that in this country they endeavored to secure 
that there should be no preference to any per- 
sons or body of persons in the matter of rail- 
way rates, he thought they were entitled to 
make some representation upon that score to 
foreign governments when opportunities arose. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
on the suggestion of the Board of Trade, was 
now endeavoring to see whether, in connection 
with the new German tariff, that country 
would follow our example and remove the dis- 
advantage under which our traders labored 
He hoped his honorable friend would be satis- 
fied with his assurance that they were alive to 
this matter, and that they were endeavoring 
to secure the removal of these disadvantages. 

One important point is suggested by the 
latter portion of Mr. Ritchie's remarks, as to 
the connection of railway rates with the sugar 
question. The refiners of this country have 
for years past had very grave reason to com- 
plain of the preferential rates given to foreign 
sugar by our railway companies. These indi- 
rect bounties granted to foreigners here are 
allowed to go on unchecked, although Mr. 
Ritchie's own department has full power to 
stop them by bringing the numerous cases be- 
fore the Railway Commissioners in detail; and 
by further strengthening the law as to undue 
preference, if it prove not to be strong enough. 
It is too absurd, under such circumstances, for 
our government to make representations to 
Germany, when the department in charge 

[CONTINUED OH FAGS 148.] 
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Sus^ar. 

The sugar market was strong at the 
end of the week and a good demand 
prevailed. Receipts, which were mod- 
erate, were promptly absorbed. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals strong. 



Rice. 

The market for both rough and clean 
rice was active at the end of the week. 
The receipts of rough were small, and 
were promptly absorbed- Considerable 
movement was reported. Prices for 
-clean were well maintained, and a good 
demand prevailed. 



The Sugar Bounties Question in 
England. 

[C0NTINUK1> FROM PAGR 141.] 

of the subject here is too lU-iDformed, or 
too timid, to tacide our own railway com- 
panies as to their breaches of law as well 
as of fair play. It is notorious that, while 
the Oermans have specially low rates for 
exports, our railways grant specially^ow rates 
for imports, which can only have the effect of 
giving a direct preference to foreigners. As to 
the subsidies to foreign ships, our own im- 
mense annual payments to the great steamship 
lines, nominally for carrying the mails, are of 
too similar a character to allow us to say 
much. 

Profit In Sugar Cane m Florida. 

Now that the cold wave has upset our calcu- 
lations to a greater or less extent, it is a good 
time to again call attention to the sugar cane 
business and the money that can be made in it 
In this county. 

An example just comes to hand which ex- 
actly illustrates the point. Mr. A. C. Potter 
bas ju^t finished superintending the making 
ttp of the cane grown by Mr, L. N, Pipkin at 



his place a few miles west of this city and 
finds that there are 670 gallons of fine syrup 
and two barrels of crude sugar, made from the 
cane which grew on one and one- half acres of 
pine land. Now here is $285 worth of syrup 
at 50 cents a gallon, and add the sugar and we 
have $300 as the yield of this small piece of 
ground. Now if $250 or even one-half that 
amount can be made per acre off of cane, why 
tn the world is it that our farmers are so slow 
to take hold of it? 

Here is a crop which can be grown by any 
farmer and there is always a demand for the 
product at fair prices. This crop can be made 
and harvested before the freezes comes on and 
all will admit that this is a point in its favor. 
Get down to a sugar basis as quickly as possi- 
ble. — Bartoio Couner^Informant, 



Sorghum Sugar. 

[Telegram to PJoayune.] 
Fort Scott, Kan.. Februaryjl.-— The death- 
knell of the once promising sorghum sugar in- 
dustry in Kansas, upon which the government 
spent almost $250,000 in experiments, was 
sounded here to-day when the last piece of 
sugar machinery in the State was sold to Ne- 
braska men for shipment to that State. The 
machine was from the Parkinson factory here, 
and cost $104,000. It sold for $9000. This was 
the first station established by the government 
and was the survivor of all others. The indus- 
try in Kansas gradually collapsed after the 
government removed the bounty on sugar. 



for the government in giving the subject a 
trial, it is proposed that the German sugar 
manufacturers furnish gratuitously sufiicient 
sugar for the two thousand men who are to be 
kept under observation. Examples are given 
of Russian factories where men employed are 
more willing to work when a certain daily 
sugar allowance is granted. This is combined 
with a sort of fruit pulp, and may be kept for 
a 'period of years without undergoing the 
slightest change. It very considerably pro- 
motes digestion and muscular strength. One 
need only recall a book written in the early 
part of this century in which it was argued 
that life could be considerably prolonged by 
eating sugar in determined quantities; for 
those in excellent health it helped to digest 
those dishes in which the rich too frequently 
indulge; for those who suffer from stomach 
pains sugar when eaten after a meal will gen- 
erally prove a valuable specific. — Sugar Beet, 



Sugar for Muscle. 

Ttie German sugar manufacturers at one of 
their recent meetings have gone very thor- 
oughly into the important role played by sugar 
on our physical organisms. We have on sev- 
eral previous occasions called attention to the 
advantages of sugar for muscular development, 
and cited practical experiments relating to the 
same. Some professors now go further and 
declare that sugar is the only source of strength 
of man; other substances, such as fats> albu- 
men, etc., are transformed into sugar before 
their assimilation is possible. Efforts are 
being made to have the war minister look into 
the subject and give special sugar allowances 
to the soldiers. That there shall be no expense 



Mammoth Beet Sugar Factory. 

Santa Maria, Cal., February 9.— The Union 
Beet Sugar Company has just let a contract 
for a $500,000 beet sugar factory, to be located 
near here. It will be connected by rail with 
the Southern Pacific near Guadalonpe. — Her' 
aid. 

Col. Lewis S. Clarke, of Lagonda plantation, 
and Gov. H. C. War moth, of Magnolia, were 
in the city during the Carnival festivities. 

Mr. Wilkinson, the engineer at Gramercy, is 
reported to have won golden opinions for his 
splendid management of the immense mech- 
anism of that splendid house during the recent 
campaign. Gramercy can not afford to have 
anything but good men in her employ and she 
generally gets them. 

One of the finest engineers the sugar in« 
dustry of Louisiana has had the pleasure of 
seeing in a long time is Mr. H. F. Bougen, 
who was the erecting engineer at the Catherine 
place last fall. Mr. Bougen has been fillhig 
the position of instructor of mechanical arti 
at the Tulane University. He was at onei time 
connected with the establishment of Mr. John 
H. Murphy in this city and was previously one 
of the faculty of the Terre Haute, Indiana, 
Polytechnic Institute. 
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WANTS. 



We will publish in thii column, fi«e of chazge until 
fnrtlMr notice, the •pplicationi of aU mmnaffert, otot- 
Men, engineen end tngi mnhen, mnd othen who may 
^e teelUnf poeitiont in the country, mnd mleo the went* 
ot pimnten detlrlnir to employ any of these. 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
suj^ar maker, a man who has much experience 
in plantation and refinery boUing; also understands 
clarification and polarizing ; habits strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana Plantbk. a-ai-^S. 



WANTED— A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiUog ilurinff the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repair work the remainder ef tne year ; 
can furn sh good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street, New Orleans, La. 3-33 9S. 



W 



ANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 

a poRitlon as manager or assistant manager on 

sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 

reference furnished if necessary. Address F. P. M£R 



WIN, Le Compte, La. 



3-23.98. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 

assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 3S years of age ; have had long years of ex- 

ferience in the cultivation of cane. Calf or address 
'LANTBR, 518 and $to Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

3-24.98 



WANTED— IRI8H.AMERICAN, 26 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efilcienr, de«ires posi- 
tion of mansgeraent In Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLBY, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3.8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the comine season; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D. , 4301 N. Peters street. City. 2-8-98 



WANTED- EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and sheet iVon worker in countrv for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house; long experience 
and good references riven ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
1 129 Orange street, ^few Orleans. 2-15 97 



WANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,rity or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street, 
New Orleans. 3-10-9S 



W A N T E D— POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five vears' experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store ; single ; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. 3.10 98 



WANTED— SUGAR HOUSE ENGINEERS, 
chemists and sugar boilers : none but first-class 
and experienced men need apply. Address E. H. 
DYER &CO., 310 Byrne Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 
a-9-98 

T;I7ANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
*^ chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. . a-5-98 

CTTANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
YY on a plantation ; has had many vears' experience ; 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, 3432 
Chartres street. a -5 -98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^~ can furnish good references. Address WM. 



BERGER, XS15 St. Antoine street. 



2-5.98 



TXT-ANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
^^ considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions for coming campaign; the best 
of references on spplication. Address ** CUYSTALS.*' 
care Plantkr. a-S'93 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years' experience; c«n fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, 2620 
Dauphine street. a-3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street. 2-3-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR BfAKER 
for 189B, by a boiler of experience ; best of 
ences. Address JOS. J . LAND RY. Convent, La. 



W 



ANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
. . in the country ; middle-aged lady preferred. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Glesmar, La. 1-28-98 

-IXTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 

V ^ and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Addqcsa JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant: strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-2498 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 



Magszine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED-A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
gardener: can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 1938 St. Louis street, city. 
1-21-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can tnmish good references. Address U. 
WEB RE, Central, La. 1 -20-98 



TXTANTBD-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
^^ man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN BROS.. Eola 
La. 1-20-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks hngllsn and French; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17 9$ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work: be»t olf refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 824 First 
street, New Orieans. 1-15-^ 

WANTED-POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; hashed five years' experience as both; 
best of references lumishea. Address A., care this 
office. 1-17-08 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR As- 
sistant engineer: has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 
O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 1-18-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^~ has had seven years' experience ; can furnish sood 
reference. Address H. L., 618 Sl Louis street. i-iS^ 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this ofilce. 
1-11-9 8 

WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1898; 
At references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1 - 1 1 -98 



W 



ANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 

. . tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good references. Adrress 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. 1-1 1 .98 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 
i-ii-oS 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years' 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER aoao. this oflSce. 1 - 1 1^ 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 422, Logan, 
Utah. • 1-11-98 



IITANTED- A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 

VV family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N . Fi ankiin street, city. 1 - 13-98. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 
rice plantation ; satisfaction guars nteed. Address W. 
C. B., 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleans. 1-5*98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
1898* by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. I«ACY, Patterson, 
hh 1-3-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
^' boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad- 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Orleans. 

______^ 12-21-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for i8g8, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully ; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly temperate: 
best references furnished. Address ** OVERSEER,'^ 
care of A. Koehritx, Assistaat Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle. La, 12-30-^ 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer for 1998; can furnish recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma, La. 12*30*97 



ANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 



W _ 

flower and vegetable gardening, city 9t countrv; go«d 
references on hsnd. Address A. B., 618 St. Louis streetr 
city. 12-28-97 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 
an experienced, energetic and sober young blsn* 
ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURaNT, 
Whltecastle, La. i>->S^ 



W 



-m-ANTED- ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 

^~ ber young mtn waiits position as manager of smsll 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt- edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
I9S> Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. 12-28 97 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON. A POSITION 
as maniq^ of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refers 
ences. Addrees W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque- 
mine, La« 12-23 97* 

WANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
sober young man wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation ; salary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1928 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. I>-I^97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the dav or contracL Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 

"•«5-97 



WANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
ong experience, and can furnish good references. 
Address R. V. H., 129 Deeatnr street. New Orieans. 

ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be hsd for 
1898. at living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, La. 
12-16.97 



TXTANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 

"^ manager on a sugar plsntation ; can furnish recom« 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafotuche and l.apides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office. 12-16-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad^ 
dress CLERfc. Postoffice Box 69, New Oriean^ La. 
«»^ 3-^ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
Sears' experience. Young man ; have a famUy. Doiiot 
rink. Address S. C MARSHALL, Cheneyville, La. 



WANTED— By a young lady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere In 
country, as governess; Englisn, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; highest recommendations; modersts 
salary. Address XY Z, care Plantbr. ia-3-97 



W' 



ANTED— A position ss manager on a sugar 
T V plantation for 1898, by a practical cultivator of 
large experience, who can furnish best references. Ad* 
dress B, care of The Chiefs Donaldsonville, Lai. 



WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 1898 oa 
plantation, as manager or assistant or time and book- 

■ reference. Ad- 
12-4-97 



eeper: experienced, and can give good i 
dress J. S^. DAVIS, McCall, La. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
itands his bueiness. Address HUSTLER, iioo Dante 
street, New Orleans, La. 12-8-97 



WANTED— A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, 24 
years of age, desires a position in a sugar house 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic in France and in the most important sugar 
houses in Cuba. Address M. N., this ofilce. 10*22 97. 



WANTED-A POSITION ON A PLANTAl 
as centrifugal man, by a fUst-cIass sugar ( 
Address H. A. WliALEY, care of Wm. Johnson. 



Magazine street. New Orleans. 



9-28-97 



WANTED— HOSTLER FOR MEDWAV PLAN- 
tation. Bayou Sal^, St. Mary parish. Apply with 
reference to D. J. KER, North Bend Plantation, Poster 
P. O., La. 

WANTED— A POSITION; A HANDYMAN ON 
a plantation J can furnish recommendation. Ad# 
dress WM. J. TONGLBT, 413 Royal street, New Or- 
leans, La. 11-8-97 



A Good Second-Hand Mill, 5 or 5}^ 
feet, with Gearing 34 to 36 inchjfS. State 
terms of sale. Address 

, Care LOUISIANA PIANTEIT. 

MEWOSLEAHS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The LOUISIANA PLANTER 



AND 



DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR, RICE AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL . INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. . 



Vol XX. 



NEW ORLEANS, LA., MARCH 5, 1898. 



No. 10. 



THE LOUISIANA, PLANTER 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 

LouiMhna Sugar Pfanters' Mssoetathn, 
iMcenahn Branch Sugar Planters' M$$ociation, 
Louwana Sugar ChemMs' MMMOciation, 
fan$a9 Sugar Orower^' Msaociation, 
T%rw Sugar Planters' Msioe/attdlli 

Pobltebed at New Orieana, La., AVK)^ Batwdar Moroiftg 

BY THX 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUOAft 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

Devoted to Louisiana Ag^culture in geaerilL ^and to 
Uie Su^ar Industry in particular, and in all iu 
branches. Agricultural, Mechanical, Chem- 
ical, Political and Commercial. 



XDXTORIAL corps: 



W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D. 
W. W. PUGH. 



W. I. THOMPSON. 
JOHN DYMOND. 



Entered at the Postoffice at New Orleans as socond -class 
mall matter, July 7, 1888. 

t9e aannnl. 

Terms of Subscription (including^ postage) 43 00 

Foreign Subscription „^ .". 4 00 

ADVERtlsm<5 AATS9. 



Space 



I Inch 

a Inch 

3 Inch 

i Inch 

S inch 

S inch 

7 inch 

8 Inch 

» inch 

10 inch 

Half Page... 
Fall Page... 



I month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



( 6 00 
9 60 
14 50 
19 00 
23 50 
28 00 
32 50 
36 00 
38 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



1; 12 60 

24 00 

36 20 

47 60 

58 75 

70 00 

81 16 

90 00 

95 00 

100 00 

150 00 

250 00 



; 18 75 

36 00 

54 40 

71 26 

88 16 

105 00 

121 76 

136 00 

142 50 

160 00 

226 00 

400 00 



^ 25 00 

48 00 

72 60 

96 00 

117 50 

140 00 

162 50 

180 00 

190 00 

200 0(1 

300 00 

600 00 



All communications should be addressed to Thb 
Louisiana Puintxr, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



LIST OP 

HcCall Brothers, 
McCall A Legendre, 
Leon Godchauz, 

itmes Teller, 
t. Lemann & Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. E. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
FoosA Bamett, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Shanuck & Hoffman, 
Emile Rost, 
Thomas D. MUler, 
Schmidt ft Ziegler, 
T.G.McLaiv7, 
L S. Clark, 
L B. Levert, 
Simmon Homor, 
W. 6. Bloomfielj, 

iW.W.Sutdiffe, 
ohnS. Moore, 
«mes C. Murphy, 
••.Webre, 



STOCKHOLDERS, 

R. Beltran, 
Luclen Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero & Malhiot, 
\V j. Behan, 
J. T. Moore, Ir., 
Edwards & Haubtman, 

iohn A« Morris, 
). H. Cunningham 
R. Vlterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B. & J. Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



XXXCUTIYR committkk: 



- . Henry McCall. 

Uden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

O. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President, 



Sugar Beets in Ohio, 

la our issue of January 15, we dis- 
cussed a bulletin issued by the Ohio 
Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Woo^ter, un4?r dat« o^ January 10, 
which g^ve data Very favorable to the 
prospective sugar industry in Ohio. 
Under date of February 14, the Ohio 
Experiment Station has issued another 
bulletin again drawing attention to the 
advantages offered by that State for the 
development of the beet sugar industry 
therein. Ohio consumes annually more 
than 200,000,000 pounds of sugar, 
which, if produced within the limits of 
the State, would occupy 200,000 acres of 
land in growing the beets necessary for 
its production, It would give employ- 
ment to thousanda of people and keep 
within the State $8,000,000 or $10,000,- 
000 now sent to buy foreign sugars. 
The Ohio State Experiment Station is 
doing good work in this direction and 
it seems intent upon continuing the 
same until the industry shall materialize 
in full force there. 



Pumping Masse Cuite. 

Our readers will recall the fact that in 
our issue of February 19 one of our 
Hawaiian correspondents discussed the 
injury to crystallization by pumping 
masse cuite, and considerable data was 
given in our article concerning the same. 
In this issue we are very glad indeed to 
publish an interesting letter from Mr. 
E. P. Eastwick, Jr., concerning the 
same subject matter, which he discusses 
with the advantage of many years of 
actual experience in the work under con- 
sideration. Mr. Eastwick' s contribution 
will be valuable to our friends in Ha- 
waii, and in fact to all sug^ar producers 
throughout the world. It has been for 
the purpose of overcoming some of these 
difficulties to crystallization that Mr. 
Eastwick has perfected his crystallization 
in motion apparatus, which he believes 
will develop all the advantages of crys- 



tallization in motion without the devel- 
opment of false grain or smear. We 
commend Mr. Eastwick's letter to the- 
attentipn of our readers. 



The Crop Situation. 

There has been too much rain att^over ' 
the sugar district during the past week 
for planting operations to make mtfeb- 
progress. The soil has been thoroughly 
soaked, and a dry spell of several days' 
duration will be necessary to tit it for 
the resumption of work. Planting is 
probably as far advanced, however, as it 
ordinarily is at this date, though a small 
part of it IS C^yf beiPff seriously re- 
tarded. 

Sugar in Ante-Bellum Days. 

In an old book published in 1830, we^ 
find the subjoined memorandum con- 
cerning the duties on sugar and prices 
in New Orleans and the number and 
value of slaves in 1830. It is rather an 
interesting reminiscence of the' ante- 
bellum days of sugar making, and it is 
more especially so now when so many 
people are anxious to annex Hawaii with 
its semi-slave population and immense- 
capacity for producing sugar with in- 
dentured labor, and when we learn of 
the evident willingness of Congress to 
negotiate reciprocity treaties with the 
English West Indies, wherein the sugar 
industry is largely based upon iiiden- 
tured coolie labor. We don't hear any 
desire expressed in Louisiana to go back 
again to the conditions of 1830, but 
there i^ a general desire that the do- 
mestic sugar industry should, in the 
United States, have a fair protection as 
against the sugar produced with semi- 
slave labor in other countries. The 
quotations that we make are as follows : 
The Duty on Brown Sugar. 

Per pound— cents, 

1789 1 

1790 l^ 

1797 2 

1802 2^ 

1812 (double, war duties) 6 

1816 a 
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Since writing this table, the sugar in New 
Orleans is quoted from 5 to 5>^, as follows: 

Sugar on Plantations — The greater part of 
the purchases now made are 6i« eonts for 
that of good quality. Crops have been sold at 
5 cents and some obtained as high as 6'w cents 
for small lots of superior quality. A lot'of the 
best quality was sold this week, delivered on 
the levee in town, at 5 Uj cents cash. Cleared 
this we^k2323 hogsheads and 23 barrels.— xWio 
Orleans Paper. 

Number and Value of Slaves in 1830. 

Slaves in the United States in 1820 1,638,128 
Allowing 4 per cent, increase per 
annuui for ten years . 615,251 

In 1830 2,153.379 

Value at $200 $430,675,800 

Slaves in Virginia in 1820 425.153 

Increase ten years 170,061 

Slaves in Virginia in 1830 595,214 

Value at $200 $119,042,800 



The Louisiana Su^ar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The March meeting of this association 
will be held next Thursday evening at 
8 :00 o'clock, at its rooms, 339 Caronde- 
let street, and the subject scheduled for 
discussion is ** The Shaving of Stubble,'' 
a vital question, in which all ourplanterc> 
are deeply interested. There will also 
be several other industrial matters of 
great interest touched upon, and one or 
two highly ingenious working models of 
sugar house appliances will probably be 
on exhibition. As this is the annual 
meeting, the election of officers to serve 
during the ensuing year will be held, 
and an unusually large attendance is 
expected. 

Tlie Lillie ilultlple Effect. 

The satisfactory worthing of the Lillie mul- 
tiple effect is certainly evidenced by the fact 
that Hon. A. H. Gay, manager of the St. Louis 
plantation, has just given orders to increase 
the capacity of the Lillie apparatus erected 
there last year sufficiently to evaporate 200,000 
gallons of cane juice per day. Mr. S. Morris 
Lillie, the inventor of the apparatus, has tele- 
graphed the above fact to Mr. E. W. Deming, 
his New Orleans agent, and we are thus fur- 
nished increased evidence of the enterprise of 
the sugar planters of Louisiana In ordering 
up-to-date machinery of every kind With the 
view of getting the best results with the least 
outlay in the way of expenses of operation. 

While it is early in the season yet to de- 
termine what improvement will be made in the 
sugar houses of Louisiana, it is fair to say that 
a very considerable amount of work will be 
done and our machinery people are already 
beginning to feel the influx of orders. 



The Rice Crop of Japan. 

The French consul at Yokohama reports that 
the rice crop of Japan for the past year was 
far below the average, not exceeding 33,000,000 
or 34,000,000 koku. The crop of the preced- 



ing year w^as also very poor, and as a result 
the stock on hand in the interior has been ex- 
hausted. The foreign importation of this sta- 
ple has greatly inereaeed during the past few 
months, while the amount exported shows a 
corresponding decrease. 

The following figures show the condition of 
affairs in a very striking manner: 

Imports. • Kxporta. 

•Pleiils. *PlouIs. 

1895 1,085,352 1,708,983 

1896 1.802,(X)2 1,893,613 

1897 (to October) 4,512,983 1,109.6(35 

*One pieul equals 133.3 pounds. 

The consul expresses the opinion that the 
foreign importations will increase during the 
coming season, and that the greater part of 
this trattic will be absorbed by Cochln-Ohina. 



Does Pumping ilasse Cuite Interfere 
witli Crystallization? 

N EW Orleans, February 23, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: I have read with 
much Interest the communication from ** Occi- 
dental,'' in reference to the pumping of masse 
cuite from pans, and the result of his experi- 
ence, and conclusions, as regards its eftect on 
the crystallization of sugar, also your remarks 
in regard to this. 

During a number of years past I have had 
considerable experience In the graining of 
low test sugar solutions and have made a 
number of experiments with cane sugars from 
Louisiana, Cuba and other countries, and Also 
with beet sugars, and the results I have ob- 
tained differ somewhat from those mentioned 
in the communicatlou referred to. 

Briefly stated, the Results I have obtained. 
Irrespective of whether cane or beet sugar 
was used, are as follows : When the low stuff 
was boiled to blank proof In the pan, and dis- 
charged into wagons or tanks In hot rooms, no 
difference was noted In the grain of sugar pro- 
duced, whether the contents had been pumped 
out of the pan or allowed to run out of gravity. 
This refers, of course, to cases where the con- 
centrated solutions were not chilled by the 
pumping. 

When the grain was started in the pan, be- 
fore being discharged Into the wagons or tanks 
in the hot room, the sugar produced was gen- 
erally the same, though in some cases, when 
pumping had been resorted to in discharging 
the pan, the sugar had not as large and even a 
grain. 

It was suggested some years ago that crys- 
tallization would be promoted, and a much 
better grain obtained, if after grain had started 
in a tank (blank proof boiled) the contents of 
the tank was transferred into another tank, 
where it would remain until ready to be 
worked off in the centrifugals. My experience 
In this was that In every case where this sys- 
tem was carried out by pumping a ** smear " 
was produced in the magm i, and It worked 
off very slowly In the centrifugals. 

1 also determined that in nearly every In- 
stance where the contents of a wagon or tank 
was pumped, either for the purpose of trans- 
porting from one wagon or tank to another, or 
from a wagon or tank to a mixer, the sugar 
produced'was always of Inferior quality and 



dried very slowly in the centrifugals. This I 
attribute to two causes, first, that the solution 
became chilled with the results of bringing In 
fine grain, and second, that a certain amount 
of grain already formed was mashed up in the 
cylinder of the pump. 

I note that in your remarks on Occidentars 
communication you refer to the present ten- 
dency among sugar manufacturers toward 
** Crystallization in Motion,'' both for high 
and low grade sugars, and that you mention 
the advantage that this system of crystalliza- 
tion has shown, and tlfet, therefore, it would 
naturally seem to follow that a good slow- 
moving magma pump would not Injure the 
crystallizing capacity of low-grade sugar. In 
regard to this I would say that were it not for 
the chilling and breaking up of the grain, 
which takes place in the pump, the eiSect of 
pumping would be beneficial. 

The explanation why the results obtained by 
crystallization of sugar In motion are so good 
i» because the movement of the crystals In the 
solution is effected without Injury to the crys- 
tals, and at the same time the temperature of 
the mass Is being rapidly decreased. In order 
to facilitate crystallization this cooling is done 
gradually and means are provided for prevent- 
ing chilling. Edw. p. Eastwick, Jr. 



Personal. 



Col. Thos. D. Boyd, president of the Louis- 
iana State University and A. and M. College, 
at Baton Rouge, was in the city during the 
past week, stopping at the Denecbaud. The 
Sugar School adjunct to the university is a 
valuable acquisition to that establishment 

Mr. J. F. Kllby, of Cleveland, Ohio, was 
registered at the St. Charles Hotel on Monday. 
The Kllby Manufacturing Company, of which 
he is president, turns out immense quantities 
of machinery for both beet and cane sugar 
factories. 

Mr. J. F. Webb, of the Baton Rouge Sugar 
Company, was in town during the past week 
and registered at the St. Charles. 

Mr. R. H. Sprague, one of the proprietors of 
the Adeline central factory, was a guest of the 
St. Charles a few days ago. 

Mr. R. G. Comeanx, of Flaquemlne, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago. and regis- 
tered at the Commercial Hotel. 

Mr. C. S. McFarland was the hustling man- 
ager of the Houmas central during the past 
campaign, and is reported to have scored one 
of his usual successes in the management of 
the multifarious affairs of the great factory. 
J. J. Leahy, chief engineer, rendered valuable 
assistance in keeping the machinery in the 
best of trim, while Mr. Irving H. Rothrock, 
head chemist, did faithful and exceedingly 
meritorious work in the laboratory. 

Capt. John N. Pharr, of Berwick, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago, and put up 
at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Col. Lewis S. Clark, of Lagonda, was at the 
St. Charles on Thursday. 

Mr. Thomas J. Shaffer, one of our most 
prominent and progressive sugar planters, was 
a guest of the St. Charles Hotel during the 
past week. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Ascension. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather con- 
ditions continue to exhibit the degree of vari- 
ability upon which I coiumented last week, 
and planters who had conlldently expected to 
have their cane planting finished ere this are 
becoming restive at the delay in the work 
caused by the frequent spells of wet weather; 
but it is still early in the season, comparatively 
speaking, and even the most backward of our 
planters in the matter of the putting of their 
seed into the ground are considerably ahead 
of the stage reached at this time last year. 

On the Miles Company's places at Burnside, 
tor instance, there is still a deal of planting to 
be done, but as Manager Alfred Becker re- 
marked in my hearing to-day, the work is 
much more advanced than in 1897, as planting 
was only begun then on the 2d of March, 
whereas it is much more than half done now. 
Notwithstanding this reassuring fact, however, 
it would be a great relief to all interested to 
have a term of dry weather long enough to 
permit the wind-up of the planting season. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, owner of the desirable 
Magnolia plantation, in Assumption, has 
about three-quarters of a day's planting yet 
to do, and wonders when he will get a chance 
to do it. Mr. Barton has purchased some of 
the equipment of the well-known Shadyside 
factory in St. Mary, and will make use of It in 
improving the facilities and capacity of Mag- 
nolia for turning out sugar. He will grind a 
largely increased quantity of cane this year if 
all goes well, and must augment his means of 
handling it. 

The second sale of sugar property in Ascen- 
sion this season was consummated this week, 
Mr. Edward Godcbaux having disposed of his 
Gem plantation to Mr. Joseph Haydel, of St. 
Charles parish, who is assistant manager of Mr. 
Jos. R. Hymel's Hymelia plantation. The pur- 
chase price was $20,260. and includes the Gem 
store building and the lease of that establish- 
ment held by Messrs. Keller & Glenn, to- 
gether, of course, wiih all the other buildings 
and improvements on the place. Mr. Haydel 
is said to be an excellent planter, and is, there- 
fore, more than likely to make his new venture 
profitable. 

Mr. G. B. Reuss, president of the Belle 
Helene Planting and Manufacturing Company, 
has contracted with the Fulton iron Works for a 
new six-roller mill, and with Messrs. Payne & 
Joubert for large double effects to be erected 
in the Belle Helene factory this year, and 
these contracts are indicative of the enlarged 
scope of operations in contemplation at Belle 
Helene for the coming crop. The vacuum pan 
ts to be improved and other changes effected 
in the equipment that will enable the estab- 
lishment to manipulate a much larger quantity 
of cane than heretofore. 

There was no meeting of the Ascension 
branch of Ihe Sugar Planters' Association on 
Tuesday, owing to the common complaint of 
lack of a quorum. 

For the same reason the police jury of the 



parish failed to meet on Wednesday to promul- 
gate the returns of the special elections held 
in the Seventh and Eighth Wards last Saturday 
to decide whether five -barb -wire fences 
should be legalized and hogs and other stock 
be prohibited from running at large in those 
wards. The proposition was lost in the 
Eighth Ward, from whence it emanated, and 
carried in the Seventh, where there was sup- 
posed to be much opposition to its adoption. 
There are, therefore, other things quite as un- 
certain -as petit jury verdicts in 

ASC^KNSION. 

Iberville. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
not been so favorable since last report. It Is 
true we had several beautiful days, but just 
when the work of planting was again under 
way rain set in and it continues, making every- 
thing wet and nasty. Our planters are getting 
anxious about the seed remaining in windrow 
awaiting planting. It is sprouting badly, 
owing to the warm weather we have had. Very 
little work was done this week except In new 
ground. Some corn has been planted. If we 
have no more cold some are figuring on laying 
by cane in May. 

The Messrs. Berthelot Bros., of St. Gabriel, 
on the east bank, have begun to plant rice on 
their Ophelia plantation and the Bank Place 
adjoining, which they have leased from Mr. 
Anatole Joly. The Messrs. Berthelot are 
practical and thorough rice planters and never 
fall to make and save a good crop. 

Messrs. J. B. Humphreys & Co. is a new 
planting firm engaged in the cultivation of 
rice. Mr. Humphreys Is an energetic planter, 
who sees more in rice than he has found in 
cotton, and with Mr. John M. Carville, of 
Dreyfous, La., under the above style, will 
plant 250 acres or more In rice at the lower 
end of the parish. 

On the Dunboyne and Palo Alto Mr. Alonzo 
Landry will get In 600 acres of rice. 

At the Reliance plantation of Mr. Louis 
Lozano several days^ planting yet remain to be 
done and Manager £. H. Comeaux reports the 
seed In fine condition and not sprouted. This 
cane was put down In December, which fact 
may account for its good condition. Seventy- 
five acres of new ground are being cleared up 
at Reliance. 

Messrs. V. & J. A. Berthelot, of the lower 
end of the parish, report that a half day ^s work 
on one place and two days on another will 
wind up their planting. They will get In 860 
acres on their three places. 

Mr. J. F. O'Nell, of St. Louis, representing 
Ihoss splendid sugar mill builders of that city, 
the Fulton Iron Works, is in the parish this 
week, where we understand he has closed a 
contract for one large mill with prospects of 
securing one or two more. Mr. O'Neil replaces 
Mr. Geo. W. Fisher, who we learn is at pres- 
ent sojourning in the Sandwich Islands. The 
good qualities of the mills of the Fulton iron 
Works are epitomized in the words ** We don't 
want any better," spoken by Mr. J. A. Berthe- 
lot, one of the owners of the Old Hickory 
plantation, where one of these mills was in- 



stalled three seasons ago, and which has given 
no trouble whatever since. 

Mr. Walter V. Bainbrldge, a practical 
farmer, whose home Is at Newcastle-on- 
I'yne, England, was at Plaquemlne this week 
with strong letters of recommendation. Mr. 
Bainbrldge Is on a visit to America for the 
purpose of investigating American agri- 
cultural methods, and we hope he will be the 
means of bringing English capital Into the 
sugar district. Two or three large central 
factories could be erected with immense ben- 
efit to the capitalists and advantage to the 
locations in which they are erected. 

The heirs of the late Paulln Gaudln have 
sold their little farm five miles below Plaque- 
mlne to Francisco Canella and Gulseppe 
Schiro, two sons of Sunny Italy, for $1000 
cash. All the earnings of the Italians are 
apparently not sent across the ocean. 

iBEKVILLir. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Speoial OorrespoDdeDoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Field work has 
been more or less interrupted during the past 
two weeks by unwelcome and untimely rains. 
Indeed It seems impossible to get more than 
two days of good weather at a time. Despite 
all unfavorable conditions, however, consider- 
able progress has been made in planting cane. 
A few planters have finished this branch of 
field work, but the great majority are still 
" pegging away," endeavoring to plant In good 
weather, and, under the best circumstances 
possible. 

Seed cane is in good condition, generally 
speaking. Here and there m black, buckshot 
land, defective seed is found, but, taken as a 
whole, seed cane and stubble have emerged 
from the winter in excellent shape. This 
Is probably attributable to the fact that the 
winter has been remarkably mild and open, 
little or no severe cold weather having been 
experienced. Of course, we are not yet *' out 
of the woods," and felicitations upon the good 
condition of the cane are somewhat premature; 
but there Is a great deal of satisfaction in re- 
porting that so far all Is well. 

Sugar circles are considerably Interested in 
a report to the effect that Mrs. R. Mllliken in- 
tends tearing down Smithfield sugar house and 
erecting on the site thereof a large factory — 
a duplicate of Leon Godcbaux' Reserve re- 
finery in St. John. The machinery In Smith- 
field, or at least a. portion of It, Is old and 
unsatisfactory, and the proprietor, so It Is re- 
ported, is desirous of erecting a modern up-to- 
date factory. It is understood, however, that 
a certain supply of cane Is the necessary con- 
dition precedent upon -which the factory will 
be constructed. Several planters in the upper 
portion of the parish who have no mills and 
who have their cane ground at Mr. David 
Devairs Orange Grove factory, are very much 
interested In the proposed new mill, and the 
outcome will be watched with interest. 

In addition to the crop grown on the planta- 
tion proper, Cinclare now has under contract 
35,000 tons of cane, with every assurance of 
being able to obtain all the cane wanted. In 
this connection, it 1^ understood that there are 
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now under contract in the parish of Rapides 
60,000 tons of cane to be delivered at points 
along the Texas & Pacltic Railroad. 

As foreshadowed in this correspondence last 
year, there has been an increase in the cane 
acreage of this parish. True, the increase is 
not jfreat, 1/ut it is of some significance as 
showing the confidence the planters have in 
the future of their great industry. 

The Burns Brothers, on Silvery, are putting 
in a large cane crop— the largest, in fact, ever 
planted on that fertile plantation. 

Poplar Grove finished drying out seconds 
last Friday, the entire sugar crew, from Sugar- 
boiler Hill down, leaving Saturday for their 
respective homes. 

An abundance of labor is rep.^'rted at all 
plantations. Many negroes who went cotton 
crazy last year are back on the sugar planta- 
tions. 

Heavy black clouds at this writing (Wednes- 
day njorning) give promise of more rain at an 
early date for West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

[Special CorrospoDdencel 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Just now there is 
but little of interest to mention. It is between 
seasons, so to gpeak, and excepting to record 
t^ weather, there is but little to say. Anent 
this Uite subject, we have on the whole ground 
of compiAJPt on account of Ijje excess of rain 
that has detrf red planters from pursuing their 
wonted out-of doors occupation. The plant- 
tog of the cane is well advanced, but it has 
been d^na jslowly and has been long drawn-out 
on acpount of the frequent rains. The rain of 
Sunday means X\^^ }o^g of a few more days be- 
^pre active operations can be ft^gnmed. But 
little or no ooro \\m be^n thus far planted^ an J 
as a rule people are not sorry. Much of the 
corn land is ready to plant, and a few days of 
suitable weather will witness the prompt com- 
mencement of this phase of agricultural labor. 
TbQ heavy rains have given all an opportunity 
of tioting the weak spots from a standpoint of 
drainage, as the capacity of the ditches has 
been severely tested. It is to be hoped that 
when we get clear weather that it will not be 
as constant as the rains have been. 

The burden of the planter's gong about 
grinding is, *' What will the harvest be?'' and 
at this season of the year it is, '* What will the 
improvements be?'' for this is the season when 
numerous Improvements are erected — on paper, 
that fall to materialize later. 

Magnolia will put in larger mills, Mr. Bar- 
ton having refused to continue another year 
without adding to his milling facilities. The 
mills to be put in have been doing yeoman 
service on Shadyslde, so we may next year ex- 
pect to see the Magnolia sugar classed as 
"fancy yellows," just as the product of the 
famed Teche plantation was this year. 

The falling rivers have somewhat relieved 
the rising fears of high water. 

The condition of the roads show the pres- 
ence of much rain and water, and it is to be 
hoped that under the new system much and 
thorough work will be accomplished. 

We have heard of a fancy price having been 
offered and refused for an Assumption sugar 



place. As a rule, the land In Assumption 
commands a higher price than in any other 
sugar parish. When we get a railroad the 
prices will go even higher and the crop of 
sugar be greatly Increased. The present price 
of sugar has proven a wonderful stimulus, and 
lack of seed cane alone has prevented many 
small farmers from putting in a few acres. 
Gradually the system of centrals Is coming to 
the front and the presence of a large factory 
has had the effect of Increasing the value of 
the lands in that vicinity. Competition among 
the factories will necessarily enhance the price 
of the cane and with it the price of the lands. 
The tendency to gouge the tenant and small 
farmer will by that fact be ended, and the 
owner of the factory will be content with a 
certain profit, smaller perhaps than at present^ 
but one that will allow both a chance to make 
a fair income. A railroad will bring compe- 
tition, and particularly if the efforts of the 
members of the Constitutional Convention are 
attended with success in the matter of getting 
a railroad commission that will see that no 
cut rates are given and no favoritism shown. 
If defeated, the fight for a commission will be 
transferred to the Legiislature, and members 
will be elected that are pledged to a railroad 
commission. 

We are to have steamboat competition in a 
few weeks, and things in the steamboat line 
on the Lafourche will doubtless soon be in a 
lively state. 

We have recently been shown two inven- 
tions that win probably be very useful to the 
cane raiser. As in both cases patents are to 
be applied for, I am not at liberty to describe 
them. More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Corrcspondcnce.J 

Mitor Louiswha Planter: From present in- 
dications the chances are no injurious cold will 
visit this section of the State, as was the ease 
In 1890, on the Ist of March. 

Vegetation Is not as far advanced as was the 
case that spring, yet the willow trees are out 
In leaf and peach and plum blossoms aro to be 
seen. 

The past month has been one of anxiety to 
the planters^ ats field work was so retarded by 
the heavy rains at intervals, yet j^ome may end 
cane planting during the week should the 
weather continue favorable. The land was 
beginning to work moderately well, but the 
rain of Sunday, in the vicinity of town, so 
saturated the soil that planting could not be 
renewed before Tuesday afternoon, and even 
then the fields were really too wet to plant 
well. It is high time the canes were planted 
or sown, as the seed begins to show some signs 
of deterioration in plact^s, having, during Feb- 
ruary, been saturated by the too heavy rains. 

As soon as the cane planting is brought to a 
close the stubble shaver will be brought into 
requisition by some, and others again will 
resort to the hoe and digger, being reluctant to 
destroy the canes already above ground. 

Good canes are made with and without tho 
shaver, and of the two the stubble digger is 
the most valuable Implement of the two under 
average conditions. 



Thus far but a very limited area has been 
planted in corn, which is probably fortunate, 
as the packing rains would have put the tlelds 
In such plight as to cause the after working to- 
be expensive. 

From the present outlook no very extensive 
changes will be made In the factories through- 
out the parish, although one or two houses 
may receive new crushing plants to replace- 
those somewhat antiquated or deficient In 
power and capacity. 

The ofilclal record of the weather at 
Schriever for February, kindly furnished by 
Mr. J. T. Moore, Jr., shows a maximuro tem- 
perature of 81.6 deg. on thellth, and the mini- 
mum 28 deg. on the 4th, and rainfall 6.82 
Inches, and for the last week, as follows: 

Temperature. Rainfall. Sansbine 

February 21.63.5 36.0 „. 

'* 22.66.0 30.5 

'" 23.66.0 31.0 

" 24.73.4 38.8 

'' 26.73.6 48.8 

" 26.77.2 49.2 

*» 27.77.0 60.5 .OB 

73.5 49.7 .57 3.5«. 

The weather conditions at the present writ- 
ing (Wednesday) are not favorable, liglit 
showers fell before sunrise, and there are in- 
dications of more rain. Even the best drained, 
sandy fields are too wet to plough to any ad- 
vantage. The weather is warm for the season: 
and will hasten the germination of the eyes of 
the stubble canes, and the rooting of the 
mother canes planted. 

The parish has sustained a loss which will 
be long felt In the death of Mr. Arbin Bourg, 
the clerk of the court, who died about 11 
o'clock at night, the 28th of February. He 
was highly esteemed by his fellow-citizens, to 
whom he was ever courteous and obliging. 
His family and relatives have the deep syra- 
pathy of the community at large. 

Tbrrebonnb^ 



Veritii(ioii«- 



[Special Correspondence] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather sllir 
continues unfavorable for all kinds of work. 
We have an occasional clear day, but the bad 
days overbalance the good by such odds that 
they are all classed bad. Between bad weather, 
the giving of opinions of the blowing up of 
the Maine and discussing the war (that will 
never be) with Spain, our farmers are kept at 
a dead standstill, and farm work is very much 
behind for the season. Some cane is still being 
planted, but the bulk of the crop is already in. 
The exceeding spring-like weather that we 
have been having has caused stubble cane 
to come up, and on many plantations the rows 
can already be marked by the ratoons, some 
of which are at least a foot high. From pres- 
ent prospects the stubble stand will be excel- 
lent this year. Some corn is being planted, 
though the bulk of the crop will not be put in 
before the last of this month. The acreage 
this year will be larger than usual, on account 
of the extreme scarcity this year and the 
fancy price that It Is commanding in the local, 
market. But very little preparations are behig 
made for a cotton crop. The prices realized. 
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tor the la»t crop were so unfavorable that our 
•cottOQ plftDters are disgusted. There were 
agents through the parish several days ago, 
trying to interest our people in Egyptian cot- 
ton, but they met with but little success for the 
•reason that it takes a gin made specially for 
the purpose to gin it. The cotton acreage will 
be diminished this year, but just what per 
•cent, can not be ascertained at this time. The 
rice industry is still booming. The acreage 
will be enormously increased. 

There »te -some talk here of the ** Pee Gee '' 
Kallroad extending its line from Lake Charles 
by way of Lake Arthur, Gueydan and Abbeville 
to New Orleans. Our people are very anxious 
for this to be done and would render all the 
assistance possible to have the road come 
through. It would pass through the finest 
section of country in America, would give to 
the Western man an opportunity to come 
South and help develop the many thousands 
of acres of fine virgin lands that we have, 
and lastly, would afford a direct outlet to 
Northern markets for the produce raised in 
^e country. We have a fine country for 
fruits and vegetables, but we can not raise 
them simply for the lack of a market. The 
advantages will come some day in the near 
future and if the '* Pee Gee " don't offer them 
some other road will. The undeveloped re- 
sources of the country are too great to escape 
notice much longer. 

The death of Dr. W. D. White, which oc- 
curred at bis home, in this town, on last 
Thursday, the 24th ult., was deeply deplored 
by the entire town and parish. We say parish 
for be^was known throughout the parish and 
loved by every one who knew him. Dr. 
White was a resident of Vermilion for thirty- 
eight yearB, having come here from Nashville, 
Tenn., in 18((0. His history of the general 
progress of things as the years rolled by was 
very interesting to listen to. He started out 
in Vermilion in the palmy days, when the cow- 
boys and the navy six were law and order, but 
lived to see her transformed into a prosperous, 
law-abiding agricultoral parish. I>r. White 
Wis a man who did a great deal lor the pro- 
motion and progress of the country, and in 
his death Vermilion loses one of her very best 
citizens. 

Mr. W. M. Batcliffe, of Crowley, a gentle- 
man who is largely interested in rice culture, 
was in Abbeville last Satnrdf^ and Sunday. 

Mr. E. P. Putnam, the cotton king of Ver- 
milion, was away several days last week at- 
tending to business. P. 0. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: While the farmers 
and planters have succeeded very well in the 
performance of much needed work, it can not 
be said that they have progressed to their en- 
tire satisfaction. 

Cane planting, which it was thought at the 
beginning of February would have been 
finished by the first of March, has not, owing 
to the nature of the weather, been terminated. 

A heavy rain fell over this part of the coun- 
try on the morning of the 27th ult., clearing 
up on the morning of the 28th ; cool, with frost 



barely perceptible. But the ground seems to 
be so completely charged with water that it 
will be almost out of the qaeaiion to attempt 
ploughing and planting before the middle of 
the week. 

The Planter's scribe has been informed 
that Mr. C. G. Fuselier, the progressive man- 
ager of the Powhonlas plantation, expected to 
have finished cane planiiag this week, and 
then give his attention to the preparation of 
the soil and the planting of corn, but since 
there has been so much unlooked-for wet 
weather, delays in planting have inevitably 
followed, not only on the Powhontiis planta- 
tion, but on all fields and farms possessed of 
alluvial soils in this and the adjoining par- 
ishes. 

Late advices from Rapides parish inform 
The Planter's correspondent that those who 
have engaged in cane growing and planting 
have, wherever it has been possible for them 
to do so, planted an increased acreage to cane. 
Mr. Druett, the energetic proprietor of the 
Home Place sugar factory, has to date, I have 
been informed, been out and on the alert look- 
ing over the field, prospecting to the end for 
obtaining In due season an adequate supply of 
cane for working into sugais when the day 
rolls around for starting the Home Place big 
nine-roller mill to crushing the juicy canes, 
which, with Master Mechanic Mr. Robert 
Storm at the helm, has never known such word 
as fall from start to finish. 

Among the many notable and progressive 
cane growers of Rapides, of which there are 
many, I take pleasure in noting to-day the 
progress made thus far this year by Mr. Wm. 
Lyle, of Loyd Postoflice, Rapides parish. Mr. 
Lyle has a beautiful home and rich, attractive 
soils, which he cultivates to cane and com. 
Outside of his home and farm, Mr. Lyle has 
leased the Compromise plantation, which he is 
now ditching and putting into a high state of 
cultivation for the purpose of cane growing. 
Having the^advantage of tramway lines through 
the centre of both Compromise and his home 
fields facilitates the shipment of cane to the 
Home Place sugar factory. To date Mr. Lyle 
has planted some 125 acres to cane, and is pre- 
paring to plant a heavy acreage to com and 
pease. 

It may be stated that there are others in the 
vicihity of Loyd and Home Place following 
along the same lines of progress mentioned 
above and making money at farming by grow- 
ing cane, corn and pea crops. 

Coming nearer home to Avoyelles, I find 
that Mr. C. F. Knoll will, the weather permit- 
ting, fill out to the end of the last row at cane 
planting by the end of this week, and follow up 
with com planting by putting in a large acre- 
age. Mr. M. Bubenzer is, so I have been in- 
formed, about through with his cane planting. 
Mr. A. D. Havard, Bunkle postofflce, has 
planted quite a nice acreage to cane, and will 
proceed, as the season permits, to planting for 
a heavy com crop. 

The planters in the vicinity of Bunkie, 
Evergreen and Cotton Port are leaving no 
" stone unturned " to forward planting as 
expeditiously as the time and season is found fit 
for doing so. 



Bunkie, the metropolis of Avoyelles, is grow- 
ing steadily and firmly into a city of no mean 
dimensions, and offers facilities of marked 
superiority for building factories for the more 
profitable manufacture of cane into sugar, as 
well as for cotton mills, stave and woodwork- 
ing plants. . Erin. 

St. James — Left Bank. 

[>pecial Lorrcsp 'odenccj 

Ed tor Lowaittna Plantt^: Any attempt to 
describe the weather otherwise than to speak 
of its very rainy and windy condition would 
be useless. Since a long time we do not re- 
member having seen such continued rainfall. 
This week Monday was a somewhat fine day; 
Tuesday was of a very windy and cloudy na- 
ture, but Wednesday brought us a cold drizzle, 
accompanied by an east wind. All work has 
been suspended. Xow that the time has come 
to plant oom and finish planting of cane, the 
planters have been greatly dissatisfied, some 
having but five acres of cane to terminate their 
crop, and are there indefinitely suspended, 
merely capable of accomplishing a few odds 
and ends. 

The condition our roads are now in is almost 
indescribable. The increasing rainfalls have 
compelled our road contractor to abandon the 
idea of trying to ameliorate their deteriorated 
condition. 

The rapid fall of the river has been most 
visible. All levee work that had been hitherto 
suspended has been resumed, and according to 
all expectations the necessary repairs will most 
probably be finished for the actual high water. 

We understand that a good many factories 
will undergo repairs of some kind; although 
the Helvetia sugar house has l>een as exten- 
sively repaired as could be during the last 
year, still some ameliorations will again take 
place this year. 

A Birmingham mill and Corliss engine will 
be the leadhig feature of the very interesting 
and important repairs to take place at the 
well-knovm Uncle Sam factory. Messrs. Gil>- 
bens and Stream, of New Orleans, who enjoy 
the reputation of being the very best of me- 
chanics, with the assistance of Mr. Pierre 
Chauvin, who is none the less popular, have 
the work in hand and one can well imagine 
how artistically the work will be accomplished 
under their care. Thus Uncle Sam with its 
new factory will rank among the finest and 
best fitted out plants of its kind. 

With the good prices recently obtained on 
sugar, all the planters have sold out their 
crops, taking advantage of this rise in the 
market. 

After long deliberation and ardent dis- 
cussion the Supreme Court has at last ren- 
dered its decision in the case of Pertult vs. 
Damar^, by reversing the judgment of the 
lower court. 

This week one of St. James^ well-known 
citizens, Mr. Deauzin Gaudet, died after a pro- 
longed and painful illness, at the age of 63 
years. He was married to Miss Veleda Laiche, 
of one of the most estimable families of St. 
James. His untimely death will be greatly 
felt by a host of friends. Convent. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS 



Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Berlin, February 13, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather of 
the week just ended has been rather variable* 
but the meteorological phenomena have been 
of a more winter-like character than for a long' 
time since, the moist precipitations consisting 
in a large part of snowfalls and the tempera- 
ture fluctuating below freezing point and ris- 
ing al)OTe the latter only at short intervals. 
There were, however, some days when snow 
changed into rain, but at the end of the week 
the weather became moderately cold and dry, 
which, as snow is now covering the fields, is 
considered as fairly favorable, at least as more 
favorable than the eternal wetness hitherto 
prevailing. In consequence of this latest 
change the winter cereals have for the time 
being escaped the danger of rotteiflng, which 
was imminent, and the apprehensions of an 
unintentional addition to the beet sowings of 
this year are thus subdued. Of the probable 
extension of the area to be sown for the cam- 
paign 1898-99 no reliable advices are and can 
be at hand,, the less so as the markets are quite 
yariable, and as the discussion of the bounty 
question is an element of considerable uncer- 
tainty. However, in order to record faithfully 
everything pertaining to this subject It may be 
mentioned that the Belgian manufacturers 
have declared that they will grow 15 to 20 
per cent, less beets than last year, and that a 
part of the Swedish sugar, growers are also in- 
clined to restrict their production, which, how- 
ever, in a meeting lately held was gainsaid by 
another part of them. As to the weather in 
the other beet growing countries of Europe it 
can be on the whole said only, that it has not 
differed very much from that prevailing in this 
country ; it has been perhaps, as far as reports 
are at hand, a* little less winter- like and a 
shade more changeable. 

Long speeches are delivered and long arti- 
cles are written in all sugar producing coun- 
tries of the' continent on the subject of the 
hounties, but there are for the present no indi- 
cations of a palpable result of the whole move- 
ment. It is, at the time being, not certain 
whether or when the conference will meet. 
The manufacturers in Grermany and Austria, 
especially in the latter country, are not very 
sanguine as to the consequences of a total abo- 
lition of the l>ounties. In the fir^t place, they 
expect that they are to be done away with in 
all countries and not exist further on in any 
form of disguise. Besides, they demand in 
Austria, in the case of abolition, certain com- 
pensations, such as reducing the sugar taxes 
for home consumption, and some facilities with 
regard to sugar exported in sweetmeats, 
chocolate, etc., the latter being legally granted 
already in Germany. But the principal stum- 
bling block is and remains France, of whom 
nobody knows whether she will or will not 
take part in the conference proposed by the 
other powers. Meantime, Great Britain will, 
as announced in the speech of the throne, do 
something for her West Indian colonies, who, 



it is believed, can not afford to carry on the 
sugar industry without fiscal aid. These colo- 
nies, however, see in the introduction of coun- 
tervailing duties the only effective remedy, but 
to which the English government, so far, 
strongly objects. 

As in former years I beg to extract from the 
ofiicial papers some figures with regard to the 
German starch sugar industry. There have 
been In 1896-97 twenty-seven starch sugar 
factories In operation, two less than last year. 
These establishments have worked 30,535 tons 
of wet and 1357 tons of dry starch of their own 
manufacture, whilst they have bought and 
worked additional 38,842 tons and 2600 tons 
respectively. In the succeeding campaign the 
quantities, both manufactured and bought, 
amounted to 66,252 tons wet and to 4208 tons 
tons dry starch. Of this raw material have 
been produced 6318 tons (in 1895-96, 9541 tons) 
starch sugar in solid form, 275 (530) tons in 
loaves and 34,825 tons (31,667) in liquid form. 
Besides 4183 (3716) tons of sugar color for 
coloring liquors have been made. The ex- 
portation of starch sugar products from Ger- 
many amounted to 1213 (1941) tons in solid 
form and to 1621 tons in the form of syrup, 
which figures comprise 21.7 tons and 50.7 
respectively sent to the United States. Sugar 
color has been exported to the extent 1788 
(1852) tons, the bulk of which was sent to 
Great BrlUln. 

The government of Roumanla has submitted 
to the legislative chambers o| the country a 
bill which provides for a consumption tax of 
15 centimes for one kilogramme of sugar, 
whilst a bounty of 16 centimes shall be granted 
to all factories now already in operation or to 
be established In future. The bounty, how- 
ever, shall be given only up to the year 1904. 
But bounty must be given whenever sugar is 
going to be produced, and it is in general 
intended to grant it for a certain period, 
but when the latter has elapsed the Institution 
has grown so firmly rooted that It Is difil- 
cnlt, if not Impossible, to put a stop to It, but 
It has become almost an economical axiom 
that any country desirous to have a sugar in- 
dustry of her own must more or less highly 
pay for that advantage, be It In the way of a 
protectionist tariff or in the way of bounties, 
and in fact the injury done to the public is not 
so very large, as by these subsidies production 
Is stimulated and the price of the article de- 
pressed proportionately. 

A number of brown coal pits have formed 
in this country a syndicate, and are, as In this 
way competition Is shut out, exacting much 
higher prices. But different sugar factories 
who weer amongst the largest consumers of 
thiff kind of fuel are not inclined to let them- 
selves be victimized by the syndicate in ques- 
tion, and have, in a meeting held on February 
8 at Brunswick, resolved to form, as It were, a 
counter syndicate for the common purchase of 
coal, and a provisional entry has shown that 
the factories represented in the meeting will 
need upward of 3,000,000 hectolitres, and It Is 
thought that the figures will soon be doubled. 
The managers of the coal works will, I sup- 
pose, soon become aware that a customer like 
this is not to be trlfied with. 



The markets exhibited In the week under 
review a decided Improvement, partly due to 
the reduction of the estimate of the beetcropg. 
partly to advices that the American refin- 
ers had bought some lots in the European 
markets, and, as besides the February tenders 
had been placed without diflSculty, a more 
confident tone was prevailing, and the prices 
took an upward turn, and thus recovered part 
of the losses sustained of late. Actual 88 per 
cent, sugars rose in Magdeberg from 9.90(^9.12 
marks to 10@ 10.30 marks, and delivery Febru- 
ary is quoted In Hamburg at 9.25 marks f. o. 
b., as against 9.02 marks a week ago. Refined 
continued in general quiet, and only toward 
the close a little more activity was noticeable. 
Robert Hbnnig. 



British Honduras. 

(Special CcirespondeDce.1 
Toledo, B. H., February 22, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It is now well on 
into the time we are used to calling dry season, 
but the dry season is not here. Last week was 
dry and began really to look like the dry 
season, but heavy showers yesterday and day 
before have saturated the ground and it is very 
annoying to sugar makers to have mud stirred 
up around the buildings. 

Nearly every plantation in this vicinity is 
running at present, and improved sugar is the 
order of the day. Several plantations have 
installed sulphur machines which improve 
their sugar, and Dr. Pearce, owner of the 
El dredge plantation, Is now using his vacuum 
pan and has installed a centrifugal which now 
enables him to make damp white sugar. This 
Is the first sugar of that grade that has ever 
been made in British Honduras. 

One planter who does not read The Suoab 
Planter, or any other paper for that matter, 
eays he does not believe in these new fancied 
ideas ; that he will stick to the old way and make 
the best sugar too, and among other things in 
favor of his sugar he mentioned that in ship- 
ping to New York last year he weighed it at 
the sugar house and again as it went aboard, 
and it was weighed again at Its destination 
with a gain each time of about five pounds to 
the barrel. " This,'' he said, " showed there 
was no loss in drainage.'' ^^And what did 
your sugar test?" I asked. " Ninety-eight, I 
believe." "Oh, no." I said. "It would be 
impossible for raw muscovado sugar to test 98 
deg." " Well," he said Indignantly, " FU bet 
$200 against a good piece of land that there is 
less dirt In my sugar than any other made In 
the country.'' "Oh," said I, " without denying 
that, I can't agree with you that your sugar 
tested 98 deg.'- "Very well," he ccntlnaed, 
I am going to ask you a question : How Is It 
that the refineries In New York can take t 
pound of such sugar as mine and make a pound 
of pure white sugar out of it and a gallon 
of golden syrup besides?'' I told him they 
must work It on the principle of the man in the 
parable of the pounds who made his pound in- 
crease to ten pounds. Tropic. 



Mr. Frank Nicholls, of Rldgefield planUtion 
near Thibodaux, was in the city during the 
past week. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Chino, California. 

As a matter of fact beet planting has been 
^oing on all winter. On October 16 last the 
sngar company commenced to plant experi- 
mental patches to watch the result of winter 
planting, continuing from time to time in 
small plots until up to February 19. There 
was thirty-two acres planted this way. This 
of course is a part of the experimental work 
carried on every year by the company to test 
the habits of the beets under every possible 
condition. 

The first actual planting for this season's 
crop, however,, was on February 12, when 
Mrs. Anderson planted nineteen acres. Since 
that time the company and farmers have 
planted some, and up to yesterday there 
were eighty-one acres planted. 

The sugar company has under contract to 
date 11,000 acres, and will probably have 
a few small contracts yet to come in. This 
acreage, however, will not be very much In- 
creased. — Champion, Ftbruary 25, 

Ogfden, Utah. 

In accordance with the announcement In last 
Saturday's Bugler^ Messrs. Plngree and Austin 
held meetings in Willard, Three Mile Creelc 
and Brigham on Tuesday. The meetings were 
very well attended ; there was talk to the point; 
questions and answers, those In attendance 
showing much interest In the proposition. In 
brief the owners of the proposed Ogden sugar 
factory agree to pay the Boxelder county 
farmers $4 a ton for the sugar beets at the fac- 
tory ; the railroad has made a rate of 25 cents 
a ton, leaving a balance of $3.75 per ton for the 
raisers. It will require fifteen pounds of seed 
at 15 cents per pound to sow an acre. This 
should produce twelve tons. There should be 
a net profit 6f $10 to the acre. The Ogden 
sugar factory will have a capacity of devouring 
700 tons of beets per day, so there is not much 
cause to fear an overproduction of beets. As 
to the sugar supply the United States Imports 
millions of pounds each year. 

In all three towns contracts were signed for 
raising many acres of beets. — Brigham Bugler, 



Salinas, California. 

The steam drum of the engine operating one 
of the Spreckels steam plows exploded at King 
City, Tuesday afternoon, and a piece of it 
fyictnred the skull of a workman named S. B. 
Homer. It will take about two weeks to re- 
pair the machinery, says the Salinas Index, 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

A. J. Crawford, who is feeding sheep at the 
sugar factory, brought in a bunch of about 
1600 last week from his ranch, and now has 
them on alfalfa and beet pulp. This makes 
about 2500 head of sheep in the corrals near 
the factory, presenting quite an industrious 
appearance. The sheep will lamb there, the 
season having already commenced. Mr. 
Crawford also received by express four pure- 
bred Cotswolds, from Canada, one buck and 



three ewes. The buck weighed over 200 
pounds, and his wool measured over a foot in 
length. Sheared soon after his arrival here, 
the fleece weighed nineteen pounds. He ex- 
pects to greatly improve the grade of his herd 
by this addition. The sheep being fed on 
alfalfa and pulp continue to show the good 
effect of the diet. They are taking on weight 
rapidly. — Pecos Valley Argus, 



Another Beet Suscar Factory. 

After much discussion it has been decided 
to locate the new sugar factory for Santa 
Barbara county near Santa Maria. The San 
Luis Obispo Breeze gives the following par- 
ticulars of this enterprise: 

The directors of the Union Beet Sugar 
Company have at last made their decision. 
The new sugar factory will be constructed on 
the Guadalupe Lake. This news was tele- 
graphed to Arroyo Grande and SantA Maria 
Wednesday afternoon. At Santa Maria there 
was a great rejoicing over the sugar company 
directors' decision. And indeed the people of 
that city and of the Santa Maria valley have 
cause to rejoice. This Is their day of fortune, 
and the people throughout San Luis Obispo 
county will join hands in congratulating their 
lucky Southern neighbors. 

Tbe exact location of the factory is to be on 
the northeastern comer of the Guadalupe 
Lake, at a distance of about four aud a half 
miles from the town of Santa Maria. 

A surveyor is already upon the proposed 
site, which was bonded from Goldtree Bros, 
some time since. He will decide upon the 
plan of drainage and the grounds for the 
factory. 

Surveyor H. Delttrlch of this city received 
orders to-day from the Pacific Coast Railway 
Company to outfit for a surveying campaign 
for the railroad. He goes South to-night. 

The building of the factory begins as soon 
as the site can be leveled and prepared, which 
work will consume but a few days. Machinery 
sufiiclent to use about 500 tons of beets per 
day will be placed in position to handle the 
crop of the present year, although the factory 
building itself will be made of sufficient size 
to accommodate a plant with a capacity of 
1000 tons per day. It is expected that the In- 
crease In machinery will be made next year. — 
L, A, Times, 



Why Not Produce Beet Seed ? 

The importation of beet seed into the United 
States from Europe will this year aggregate 
nearly forty car loads, or about 1,000,000 
pounds. The money paid for that seed and the 
fact of its importation are of themselves direct- 
ly comparatively small matters ; but when the 
varied Interests depending upon that seed are 
taken Into account, it becomes a very impor- 
tant matter. So long as each year's importa- 
tions continue undisturbed it may be well 
enough to allow European skill, patience and 
cheap labor to produce this seed. But what 
results would follow any check to our trade re- 
lations with these European countries I And a 
disturbance of our trade relations is always a 
possibility, and on short notice. Millions of 



capital is already Invested In beet sugar fac- 
tories, which is supplemented by other millions 
of capital in beet farming equipments. The 
failure for a single season to get our seed sup- 
ply from Europe would tie up this entire in- 
dustry in America, with the exception perhaps 
of Utah, where wise foresight is paving the 
way to the production of all the seed used 
there. There is no apparent reason why this 
country, with its beet sugar Industry expand- 
ing at a wonderful rate, should not produce 
Its own seed. The very fact that we produce 
richer beets from the French and German seed 
than are produced in those countries from the 
same seed should be conclusive proof that the 
production of seed here would tend to breed 
the beets to a higher standard rather than to a 
lower one. Having the natural conditions to 
reach this result. It remains but for a skilled 
application of scientific principles, with a rea- 
•onable amount of capital, to make a success 
here of this cognate branch of the sugar Indus- 
try. American enterprise ought to see and 
take advantage of this opening in the face of 
the present wonderful development of the 
industry.— OAmo Champion, 



More About Beet Seed. 

We notice that the Ideas we have frequently 
expressed, that this country, with Its rapidly 
growing beet sugar industry, should be inde- 
pendent of foreign countries for Its beet seed 
supply, are recognized even in Europe, where 
each of the sugar-producing countries en- 
deavors to grow its own supply of seed inde- 
pendent of its neighbors. Recent correspond- 
ence from France says : " Repeated experi- 
ments have shown that the seed of the country, 
everything taken into consideration, is su- 
perior to the Imported beet seed, yet the 
annual Importation Increases. Home growers 
are alarmed at these conditions, and it is said 
that if Germany should forbid the exportation 
of Its beet seed, French growers could not 
meet the manufacturers^ demand. There Is a 
proposition to increase the duty, and thus 
possibly bring about some change for the bet- 
ter. The annual consumption of beet seed in 
France Is 7500 tons. There Is a tendency lor 
the factories to produce their own seed ; thirty- 
five have put this Into practice." 

In the same line the following from the same 
correspondent will be of Interest as showing 
the cost of the selection of mothers on a beet 
seed farm : 

In a beet selecting laboratory 337,389 analyses 
were made In forty- one days, or an average of 
8227 analyses per diem, with two polariscopes. 
The cost was $576, for filters, etc., $503, or 
$1079, which places the cost of each analysis 
at $0,003. Of the total beets Analyzed, 263,567 
were kept for mothers. If these beets carry 
the total cost, the expense is $0,004 for each 
beet used. The plant costs $700. The interest 
and wear and tear must also be considered. — 
Chino Champion, 



Sugar Beet Notes. 

A little rain would be acceptable to the beet 

growers at Chino. In fact, they need it badly. 

The Beet Sugar Manufacturing Company has 
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^^been chartered at Brant, N. Y., with a capital 

• of $600,000. 

The average price of sugar beets is about $4 

per ton the world over, delivered at the factory. 

' The average yield per acre is from twelve to 

• fifteen tons. 

A San Francisco dispatch says that hitherto 
the sugar crop fr^m Hawaii has been shipped 
on sailing vessels around the Horn to New 
York City, but recently an arrangement has 
been made veiih the Southern Pacific Company 
whereby this plan has been changed. The 
sugar will now be brought in vessels to San 
Francisco and shipped through to New York 
City by rail. — Pecos Valley Argus. 



The Enormous Prospective Develop- 
ment of the Beet Sugar Industry 
in the Arid Lands of the West. 

Lehi, Utah, February 22, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The success that 

. has attended the Lehl sugar factory since it 
was built demonstrates beyond a doubt that a 
great portion of what is known as the arid 
West Is by nature adapted to the growth of the 
sugar beet. It is true that the experience 
gained by the farmers has enabled them to 
produce beets that carry a higher per cent, of 
Bugar than waa contained in the beets raised 
the first year, but it is none the less true that 
the rich soil and magnificent climate of this 
region is well adapted to this crop. The suc- 
cess achieved and the splendid.results obtained 

. are due in a great measure to the management 
of Mr. T. R. Cutler. He is known as one of 
the foremost business men of the State, and in 
the management of the affairs of the company 
he has displayed executive ability of the high- 
est order. In the adjustment of all dlKerences 
that have arisen between the company and the 
farmers he has always evinced a desire Co give 
them every advantage and help in the matter 
of prices of their crop, etc., commensurate 
with the best interests of his company. In 
piloting the pioneer sugar factory of the Bocky 
mountains through its experimental stage, Mr. 
Cutler has been ably assisted by Superintend- 
ent C. A. Granger and Mr. Oeo. Austin. Mr. 
Granger had spent a number of years in con- 
nection with the sugar industry before 
coming to Utah, and the knowledge and 
experience thus gained have been of great 
benefit to the Utah company. Mr. Austin is 
one of the most intelligent and practical 
fanners in our community, as well as a 
keen observer, qualities that have eminently 
fitted him for the position of superintendent of 
. agriculture. Mr. Austin devotes a great deal 
of his time 4,0 the beet industry in other 
localities, always displaying a willingness to 
give interested parties the benefit of his knowl- 
edge and observations. Mr. Cutler has been 
singularly fortunate in the selection of his 
assistants, not only in the case of Messrs. 
Granger and Austin, but also in the case of 
Chief Engineer H. Ingalls, one of the best and 
most practical machinists in the State, and 
Messrs. L. S. Moore and J. H. Gardner, both 
experienced sugar boilers. Mr. Cutler's 
ability as a general manager of large enter- 
prises has been recognized by capitalista in 



various parts of the United States, so that he 
can command an almost unlimited amount of 
money for the building of new Industries. It 
Is to his energy and hard work in a great 
measure that Is due the erodlt for the successful 
launching of the enterprises at Ogdon, Utah, 
and I^a Grande, Oregon. Both of these plants 
are of modern build and equipment, and will 
be identical as far as machinery and equip- 
ment are concerned. The only difference is In 
the buildings. Those at Ogden will be built 
of steel and brick; at La Grande lumber will 
be used in connectloti with steel instead of 
brick. The main building will be 285x65 feet, 
with a double row of ventilators, running the 
entire length of the building on top. The 
machinery will consist of a double set from 
the diffusion battery to the vacuum pans. In 
reality there- will be two well-equipped, 
up-to-date plants of 350 tons capacity Inside 
the walls of one factory. One get only will be 
put In place this year, but everything will be 
so arranged that the duplicate can be placed 
in one season without Interfering with the 
work of sugar making. 

One very important feature of the new plants 
is the total absence of foreign-made machin- 
ery ; every piece is the product of American 
shops and labor. This is in the main true of 
the Lehi plant. In speaking of the relative 
merits of American and foreign- made machin- 
ery, Mr. Granger said that the former was su- 
perior to the latter both in design and con- 
struction. American builders were more gen- 
erous in their plans and materials, so much so 
that an American -built factory could cut from 
10 to 16 per cent, more beets than the guar- 
anteed capacity, while a factory of European 
build would cut less instead of more than the 
capacity claimed for it. Mr. Granger referred 
to the Lehi mill as an illustration of this fact, 
of a guaranteed capacity of 300 tons ; yet for the 
two past seasons an average of 344 tons of beets 
had been cut daily; while mills of the same 
capacity he had visited in Europe had aver- 
aged but 288 tons. Again, a factory of Amer- 
ican build of 300 tons capacity can be readily 
handled with forty-five men to the shift, while 
the European will require eighty to ninety. 

In the economical use of steam American 
machinery is vastly superior also. During 
my connection with the Lehl factory I have 
demonstrated this point to my satisfaction 
from careful observation. I have found that 
it requires but about 13 per cent, of the weight 
of beets worked in fuel to generate sufilcient 
steam to run the mill. These are questions of 
great importance. That Mr. Granger is correct 
in his premises needs no further proof than 
the fact that after carefully investigating the 
results in Lehi and from observations made in 
European countries, Mr. Cutler and his asso- 
ciates have decided to equip the plants at Og- 
den and LaGrande with American- made ma- 
chinery. 

The old and slow process of crystallizing 
the low-grade product in settling tanks is done 
away with at both places, the more modern 
and much superior process of crystallizing in 
movement being substituted by Dyer & Co. in 
their California factory last year and found to 
be a success. Mr. Granger also said that he 



did not know of a single factory In this coun- 
try equipped with European machinery that 
had been a continued success unless it were the 
one at Watsonville, and that had been remod- 
eled until little of her original plant was left. 

Ground for the foundation of the Ogden 
mill was broken Monday, February 21, the or- 
ganization of the company having been effected 
some time ago. with David Eccles, president; 
Joseph Clark, general manager, and Job Pin- 
gree, superintendent of agriculture. Work 
will be commenced at once and pushed with 
all possible speed, in order to be ready for this 
season's crop. Messrs. E. H. Dyer A Co. were 
awarded the contract for the machinery. This 
firm win also superintend the working of the 
mill during its Initial run. 

Mr. George Austin has been in Weber county 
for the past two weeks talking to the farmers 
on beet culture. During this time he has con- 
versed with about 1000 farmers, many of them 
expressing a desire to raise beets. Twenty- 
three districts have been organized in the 
county, with an agent in each one. The work 
on contracting is going steadily on, with good 
prospects of securing the acreage wanted, 
which Is 3500. 

Although no company haa as yet been 
organized at La Grande it is expected that it 
will be effected in a short time. General 
Manager Cutler and C. A. Granger left for 
there Monday morning on business connected 
with this institution. They will also address 
a convention of the farmers of the Grande 
Ronde valley on beet culture, having accepted 
an invitation extended to do so by parties in- 
terested in this subject. As an evidence of the 
deep interest taken in the sugar industry by 
the people of Oregon, it may be said in passing 
that the farmers of the Grande Ronde valley 
have raised a cash bonus of $80,000, which will 
be paid to the company erecting the mill, of 
which Mr. Cutler is general manager. They 
also bind themselves to plant 3500 acres of beets 
for five successive years. That the location of 
a sugar factory there will be of great benefit 
to the people there is no doubt; the soil and 
climate is naturally adapted to the growth of 
the roots. Beets raised in that valley have 
been analyzed in the laboratory of the Utah 
Sugar Company, in Lehi, and found to contain 
a higher percentage of saccharine and of 
purity than beets raised in Utah. So the peo- 
ple concerned are fully aware of the conditions 
existing there. Mr. Granger will superintend 
the placing of the machinery in the buildings, 
and also the work the first season. 

In addition to these two magnificent plants 
that are assured, arrangements are well under 
way for the erection of one similar to the Lehi 
mill by the Lake Bonnerville Land and Irriga- 
tion Company on their holdings in Millard 
county, Utah. This company will expend in 
the neighborhood of $1,000,000 within the next 
two years in building an immense canal from 
the Sevier river. With this canal finished, 
thousands of acres of the best land within the 
borders of this State will be brought under 
cultivation. A large part of this land is well 
adapted to raising sugar beets, and will pro- 
vide homes for hundreds of families, as well as 
remunerative employment to idle laf>or. 
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The Mt. Nebo Land and Canal Company 
will also build a mill of the same capacity as 
the one at Lehi, in the south end of the Utah 
valley. There is also strong talk of another 
one in Weber county to be located in Plain 
City. The people of that progressive locality 
are confident that enough land can be devoted 
to beet raising to keep two factories busy, so 
that it is within the bounds of reason to believe 
that before the close of the present century, 
Utah will produce eveiy pound of sugar con- 
sumed by her people and also be in a position 
to supply her less fortunate neighbors. 

One of the chief factors in the establishment 
and successful maintenance of industrial en- 
terprises in the West, and I may add in any 
locality, is adequate transportation facilities. 
Railroads can do a great deal to assist or 
retard the growth of all enterprises. Here in 
Utah we have been fortunate in this respect. 
The Rio Grande Western Railway is keenly 
alive to the vast importance of establislnng in- 
dustries within the borders of our State and 
puts forth its best endeavors to assist them in 
<every material way. It is essentially a Western 
road, and nses its time and money unsparingly 
to advance the interests of the West in general 
And Utah in particular. Controlled by pro- 
gressive, energetic business men, it will always 
be a potent factor in the development of Utah 
4md the^reat West. A. H. C. 



Trade Notes. 
A. H. Wbite.— On the back cover of The 
Planter will be found the advertisement of 
Mr. A. H. White, who has for many years been 
one of our leading dealers in steam pipe and 
i>oiler coverings, lining papers for hot rooms, 
roofing, and asbestos materials, all of which 
Are in extensive use by our sugar planters. 
Always having on hand plenty of good mate- 
rial, and knowing from long experience exactly 
the needs of this local country, Mr. White is 
exceedingly well equipped to cater intelli- 
gently and promptly to the wants of the sugar 
planting community, and doubtless they will 
continue to accord to him the patronage they 
have so liberally given him in the past. 

rioore's Cane Hook.— This implement has 
now come into such extensive use that a de- 
scription of it is hardly necessary. It is to be 
found on almost all the large plantations in 
the State, and the saving effected in the ex- 
pense of planting windrowed seed cane is said 
to be of the greatest magnitude. 

Realizing the necessity for economy in all 
branches of work, Mr. John T. Moore de- 
vised this hook, after a careful study of the 
economical and practical features involved, 
and by its use did away with all hoes and 
hand-hooks and reduced the work of the put- 
ting the cane in the ground to a minimum. 
One hook will take sufficient seed, without in- 
jary and in good order, from windrows, in one 
day, to plant from eight to nine acres of cane. 
A fluke is used to bar off windrows, then the 
same man, mule and fluke to fluke oft the dirt 
from the top of the windrows, and after this 
the cane hook culls the seed crosswise from 
windrows. Mr. Moore^s advertisement is on 
the back cover of The Planter, and he sells 
the hooks at $8.60 each. 



The Milling Plant and High kx. 
traction. 

By a strange coincidence the two innova- 
tions which have latterly proved of such im- 
portance in the advancement of the tropical 
cane-sugar industry were put in practice here 
in Louisiana about the same time— more than 
fifty years ago— namely, the multiple effect 
evaporation of RUlieux and the compound 
crushing of Stillman. The former lived to 
see the splendid success of his system, but the 
latter met an untimely end by a boiler explo- 
sion on a Mississippi river steamboat. Still- 
man, intellectually in advance of the times, 
saw the advantages which would accrue to the 
industry by double crushing and added the 
two-roller mill to the then existing three- 
roller mill, but the adjunct met with but 
little favor from the fact that the impurities 
added to the juice proved detrimental to the 
quality of the open -kettle sugar then made, 
and the lowered price counterbalanced the 
increase in quantity. About thirty years 
elapsed before compound crushing commenced 
to attract the attention of cane-sugar produ- 
cers the world over, and now the practice has 
become virtually universal where multiple 
effects and pans are used. 

The decline in the value of finished products 
has had the same effect on the cane sugar 
industry as on all others of like magni- 
tude — caused producers to strive to utilize 
everything valuable in the raw material. 
The consensus of opinion at the present 
date favoring the milling rathef than the 
diffusion plants for the extraction of juice 
from tropical cane, mill makers and others in 
the di£(ierent countries are striving to so per- 
fect the tout ensemble that results may be 
reached probably equal to the average of those 
obtained by the latter process, thereby obvi- 
ating the many complications and extra ex- 
pense. Divers devices and combinations have 
been tested, and much time, ingenuity and 
capital expended, yet the three- roller mill is 
in greater demand than ever, and not likely to 
be superseded in the near future. The opin- 
ions of purchasers differ as to the desired 
length and diameter of mills, and constructors, 
as a rule, can not be held responsible for the 
efficiency of all the varied plants of their 
make. Kearly a quarter of a century ago a 
noted European maker, when a 42-inch mill 
was being inspected in his foundry, remarked 
to the writer : ** Were I a planter I would not 
order such a mill— it is too large in diameter; 
but we must comply with the wishes of our 
customers." When Messrs. Leeds & Co. were 
constructing the 60-inch mill, with 36-inch 
wrought-iron shaft, for the Caffery refinery, 
the writer, when inspecting shaft and shell, 
remarked to Mr. Leeds: *'I would prefer the 
shaft without the shell," and he replied, *' I 
am not sure but what you are right." When 
discussing the diameter of mill rolls with Mr. 
Daniel Thompson, of Calumet, he stated: ^^If 
I could get the needed strength In shaft and 
shell, I would prefer smaller diameters." To- 
day, two-roller mills of large diameter have 
little or no value, there being no demand for 
such. 

A careful study of the diagram of the 



60-inch or even the 48-inch rolls, when com- 
pared with that of the 28-inch mill, will 
disclose the fact that rollers of such large 
diameters when in operation exert a pressure 
on the constantly moving bagasse so nearly 
approximating the maximum at the point of 
would-be contact, so removed therefrom that 
the contained juice, where the greatest pressure 
is applied, has not time to make exit through 
the so closely compressed fibre (even with 
a slow periphery speed), and a portion of the 
moisture which may not be drawn forward by 
the powerful capillary attraction (when the 
slighest pressure is removed) tends to escape 
with the fibre, the result of which Is power- 
fully milled yet moist bagasse, consequently a 
disappointing extraction. 

Regardless of diameters mills now crush 
volumes of cane far in excess of what was 
thought possible not many years ago, and con- 
structors realize more and more the absolute 
necessity of having them very powerful In all 
their parts, as factory proprietors begin to 
demand that risks of breakage during the 
campaign must be brought ^to a maximum, 
even If they must pay a higher price for 
superior material and workmanship. As mills 
must be made with great strength and engines 
with adequate power to propel them, such 
that superior extraction may be constantly had 
when the plant Is In operation, couplings must 
be weak enough to give way, or the liousselot 
side bolt threads must strip, should foreign, 
hard substances by chance or otherwise find 
their way between the rollers, or serious 
breakages may result, necessitating possibly 
extremely costly delays. 

Relatively small diametered mills have so 
many advantages over large ones that in time 
they will be made to suit requirements, not 
individual taste, as such must ultimately be 
sacrificed to the prerequisite efficiency. As 
double and triple crushings must be resorted 
to. the width of the tnrnplate should be re- 
duced to a minimum, and consequently the 
new departure of placing the king-bolts out 
instead of inside the two lower mill roll jour- 
nals will likely become general. 

Extremes in speed or feed are detrimental ; the 
former may range from 16 to 24 feet, according 
to the temporary requirements of the factory; 
yet about twenty linear feet per minute will be 
found a happy medium. As to the feed, when 
very thin, then the cost of crushing becomes 
too great, and when too thick, a noted loss of 
juice is Incurred, and yet no accurate data can 
be had as to how much cane a mill of ordinary 
size, 6 feet long, can crush with the greatest 
economy per hour. At one time It was thought 
that 100 tons per foot of length, equal to 600 
tons per twenty-four hours, was excellent work, 
but now the amount is exceeded in some in- 
stances by more than -one- third. To secure a 
high juice extraction there is a tendency to in- 
crease the pressure and decrease the satura- 
tion. To accomplish the end in view solid 
rolls (the upper and bagasse rolls only — there 
being but a relatively small amount of strain 
on the receiving roller) with piano wire to 
protect the soft metal may be resorted to, as 
wire is used in the construction of cannon, 
and why not in the protection otmills I 
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Given a milling plant with all the modern 
Improvements and for double or triple crush- 
ing,* with all the adjustments nicely made by 
an intelligent engineer of long experience; 
yet a very high juice extraction can not be 
had without that regularity in the feed which is 
rarely or never had in any country. In recent 
years numerous devices have been used to ex- 
pedite the transfer of canes from carts to cars 
in the field and from each into the carrier, and 
so much ingenuity has been displayed that 
one is led to infer that the time is not far dis- 
tant when a thousand tons of cane per day 
(and even more) of twenty-four hours will be 
delivered to the crushing plant with but a 
limited amount of manual labor — the quantity 
ample for the requirements of the factory to 
work perhaps nearly up to It^ capacity, yet 
deficient in the all-Important essential of the 
utmost regularity, due perhaps to divers 
causes, among the number the varying lengths 
and more frequently the very crooked condi- 
tion of the canes. 

Ameliorations will become accomplished 
facts when pecuniary losses from existing 
evils are fully appreciated. Where milling 
plants crush from 30,000 to 60,000 tons of cane 
during the campaign, a loss of two or even 
five pounds of sugar per ton of cane aggre- 
gates thousands of dollars in cash, to save 
which should be the aim of the factory owner. 
Visit some of the cane yards when the facto- 
ries are in operation, and witness what trans- 
pires during the twenty-four hours. At inter- 
vals the cane cars arrive, some having less than 
three tons, and others possibly more than four, 
the former with long, crooked canes, and the 
latter straight canes. The yardmaster has no 
option and sends the loaded cars to the carrier. 
Once there, the cane shed boss with his nonde- 
script gang has the canes pulled onto the 
carrier with hoolcs. Bunches are the result— 
the crooked canes present the appearance of a 
heavy feed, and the straight canes the con- 
trary ; yet the constantly moving carrier con- 
veys its irregular load and dumps it into the 
chute, from whence the canes find their way 
between the mill rolls. A fresh gang has come 
on, the supply of juice in the clarifiers has be- 
come scant and a heavy, bunchy feed for an 
hour or two finds its way to the mill ; but later 
on, the men become fagged, a material dimin- 
ution in the feed is seen in consequence. At 
one time the mill may have been making ex- 
cellent bagasse (when the feed was adapted to 
the set of the rollers) ; but latterly pounds of 
sugar per ton of cane were being conveyed to 
the furnaces in the badly crushed bagasse. The 
engineer, finding it Impossible to secure a very 
uniform feed, has set the receiving roller in a 
manner such that the space will not permit of 
the passage of inordinate bunches, and grimly 
submits to the Inevitable, knowing full well 
that better work could be done If conditions 
were different. 

Stillman, actuated by only sight, taste anp 
touch, conceived and originated double crush- 
ing to increase extraction ; since then the scales, 
polarlscope and chemical analysis combined, 
have disclosed noted losses in juice, even with 
compressed milling under average conditions, 
and it remains for Inventive talent to so treat 



the canes that the adjuncts and adjustments to 
perfect crushlngs will virtually free the woody 
fibre of juice to that point where it may cease 
to be remunerative. Prior to the commence- 
ment of the campaign the proprietor informs 
the engineer that he expects to deliver, say, 
800 tons of cane per day of twenty-four hours, 
and the mill rolls are set to grind about forty 
tons per hour. When crushing begins the 
variation in feed is such that instead of a 76 
per cent, extraction (the woody ratoons being 
milled with 12 per cent, fibre) being had, it 
amounts to not more than 70 per cent, a not^d 
loss with a powerful plant and a very compe- 
tent engineer. 

The possession of power and strength can 
not certainly remedy the defect, as it lies in the 
feed. A six-foot mill, grinding forty tons of 
cane per hour, with a periphery speed of 
twenty feet per minute, will, in the 120 square 
feet of canes with 12 per cent, fibre, have one and 
one- third pounds of fibre per square foot, if 
feed Is absolute; when it varies juice takes the 
place of solids and defective extraction results 
therefrom. 

An approximation to a constant feed of fibre 
may be had in divers ways— firstly in final 
crushing, then the adjustment of the bagasse 
after first crushing where there are three mills, 
and finally the proper preparation of the canes 
prior to milling. In the first case the bagasse 
can fall into a receiver, from which it can be 
fed automatically and uniformly to the mill 
rolls; then again where whole canes are 
crushed the carrier can be speeded to seventy 
feet per minute to obviate bunches, and the 
first mill can be well closed and speeded to 
nearly thirty feet per minute to secure a disin- 
tegration of fibre and high cell rupture, after 
which the bagasse can as in the former case be 
automatically fed to insure a steady and uni- 
form pressure when the fibre is subjected to 
final crushlngs. The modus operandi par ex- 
cellence will be to prepare the canes for 
crushing— the cut or comminuted pieces to be 
fed to the mill rolls as required from a supply 
always on hand in excess of immediate re- 
quirements. Thos. Mann Cage. 

Terrebonne^ La., March 1. 



The Rice Industry in Southwest 
Louisiana. 

[A paper read by Mr. 0. L. Orippbk, before the 
Louisiana State Agricultural Society, at Crow- 
ley, January 27, 1898.] 

We find In a few instances the native prod- 
ucts of India growing in North America, hut 
seldom do they reach that perfection of growth, 
development and maturity to he found in their 
native haunts. One of the most marked and 
noticeable exceptions to this general rule is to 
be found in the growth of rice in Louisiana 
and the Carolinas. It is seldom that an agri- 
cultural product can be found that has been 
taken from the haunts of its native home in 
far away India and transplanted in America, 
where a peculiarity of soil and climate could 
be found so similar as to allow such a degree 
of success as has been met with in the raising 
of rice in Louisiana. Unlike the most of our food 
products, the origin of rice is shrouded in 
mystery, or perhaps it were better to say that 
history of Its origin was lost during the mute 
and unrecorded antediluvian ages, of which 
history tells us so little. Chinese history tells 
us that twenty-five centuries before the Chris- 
tian era rice was introduced into China, but^ 



like all other histories, it neglects to tell us of 
its origin. And for all we know, Mother Eve 
might nave made rice fritters and gumbo for 
her husband in the Garden of Eden while 
Adam was flooding his plantation or pulling 
Indigo weed out of his rice field. Years before 
the birth of Christ Pliny also wrote of rloe and 
its value as a food product. To whichever 
country is due the credit of its origin, 
the world of this nineteenth century i* 
ready to doff its hat and bow in grateful 
acknowledgment of Its having furnished 
the most valuable article of the food 
supply of mankind. A billion and a half of 
people are consumers of rice, and nearly 
two-thirds of this vast number of human be- 
ings depend upon it for almost their entire 
sustenance. So that a failure of the world'» 
rice crop would mean starvation to almost ten 
hundred million people. I want to fix this 
idea, Mr. President, and impress it upon the 
minds of our rice planters of Southwest Lonlsi- 
ana; I want them to know and appreciate the 
vastness of this branch of farming; the magni- 
tude and importance of the class of agrlcoltor- 
ists to which they belong, and although the 
production or Louisiana, as compared ^aththe 
world^s total production, Is unimportant and 
cuts' but a small figure, a mere drop in the 
bucket as It were, still we can attribute to oar- 
selves an importance and measure of greatness 
by an application of the same reasoning the 
Irishman used when he said that he and his 
neighbor Brown kept a hundred cows in one 
way and another ; neighbor Brown kept ninety- 
nine and he kept the other. 

The world^s supply of rice annually amounts 
to 26,185,000 tons, of which— 

Tods. 

India produces 16,800,000 

Japan " 3,450,000 

Java " 2,740,000 

Manila " 1,800,000 

Italy " 710,000 

Ceylon " 480,000 

United States produced 125,000 

About one-half or 65,000 tons of which is pro- 
duced in Southwest Louisiana, While Spain 
produces about 80,000 tons annually. 

When we compare the crop of Southwest 
Louisiana, with her 65,000 tons, to the output 
of India alone with her 16,800,000, it requires 
a stretch of even the Irishman's imagination 
to demonstrate that Southwest Louisiana is 
raising rice. But, nevertheless, Mr. Chairman, 
Southwest Louisiana is in the business and she 
is here to stay. 

It is said that '' it is an evil wind that blows 
no good,^^ and when almost 200 years ago a 
disastrous storm, such as the Atlantic is sub- 
ject to, blew one of the trading vessels, on her 
way from one of the Southern Islands to Liver- 
pool, out of her course and wrecked her in the 
port of Charleston, it blew with it to the peo- 
ple of Carolina the seed of prosperity and 
wealth in the form of golden grains of 
rice from which has sprung the prosperity 
of Southwestern Louisiana to-day. When 
Gk)vemor Smith, at that time governor of the 
colony at Charleston, received from the hand 
of the captain of that unfortunate vessel a 
small package of rice, he received with it the 
lever by means of which the thousands of 
acres of worthless lands along the coast of the 
Carolinas and Georgia were reclaihied and 
made to bear their share of the burden of feed- 
ing mankind; the lever by means of which the 
over- burdened and over-taxed colonists were 
enabled to meet the heavy burden laid upon 
them. He received with it the key that has 
unlocked the unbroken prairies of Southwest 
Louisiana that had remained silent throngboat 
all of the past ages of time and made them to 
sing and chant the songs of industry and pros- 
perity. It must have been a magic key indeed, 
Mr. Chairman, that has been able in so short a 
time to turn the bolts in a lock corroded by the . 
rust of the centuries. Almost like the pressing 
of an electric button it has transformed these 
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silent prairies, with their wealth of natural 
resources unknown and unrecognized, into a 
scene of activity, development and progress 
that can not help but gladden the hearts of 
every man who rejoices at the prosperity of his 
neighbor. 

Governor ^:$mith, as a matter of curiosity and 
experiment, planted the small package of rice 
that was given him, and from this small be- 
ginning, directly traceable to an accident for 
which a chance wind was responsible, has 
sprung the rice industry of America. It was 
but a few years before the industry had spread 
over the Carolinas and Georgia coast country 
until in 1729, we find the colonies exporting 44,- 
000 tons. During the next ten years the in- 
dustry grew in magnitude, and in 1740 America 
exported to £urope 100,000 tons of rice. About 
this time Europe began importing from India, 
where rice is raised by labor costing only from 
three to seven cents per day. The colonies 
being unable to make their crop in competi- 
tion with the cheap labor of other countries, 
the industry began to decline. 

Like the origin of rice itself, it is uncertain 
when its culture began in Louisiana. Although 
it has always formed an importaut part of the 
diet of the native people of Louisiana, the early 
history of the industry in this State is unimpor- 
tant. 

The history of the growth and development of 
the rice industry in Southwest Louisiana and 
tts pos^bilities for the future is what concerns 
the rice planters of to-day. Rice was first 
raised for market in Southwest Louisiana by 
the Germans in St. Landry parish, and al- 
though their operations were conducted on a 
Bmall scale, they were sufficient to demonstrate 
the success of the experiment. 

The traveler over these prairies of fifteen 
years ago would have seen only small patches 
of rice here and there, raised mostly for con- 
sumption by the families of the settlers. It 
would have required at that time no less than 
a prophetic vision indeed to have foreseen and 
predicted the results that have been accom- 
plished during the past ten years. From this 
small beginning the rice industry has grown 
in the prairie parishes until to-day, from the 
Vermilion to the Sabine, it is the chief agri- 
cultural product. 

Not only does it engage the attention of 
nearly every farmer and planter, but upon the 
industry depends the prosperity of nearly 
every other calling and enterprise in the coun- 
try. Our merchants and professional men, 
real estate interests, our mechanics, our 
manufacturing industries, our churches and 
schools all alike depend for their material pros- 
perity and support upon the success of rice 
culture. In view of these vast interests that 
are at stake and dependent upon the rice in- 
dustry, it behooves the planters and the busi- 
ness men of Southwest Louisiana to caat about 
them the means of improvement. £very step 
taken toward the bettering of the quality of 
our output, every step taken toward securing 
an abundance of water for irrigation, thereby 
lessening or eliminating whatever degree of 
uncertainty there may be connected with mak- 
ing a crop, is a step forward and upward in 
the material prosperity of the State of Louisi- 
ana, and either directly or indirectly benefits 
every citizen of our great commonwealth. 

Rice raising in the prairie parishes of Lou- 
isiana, generally speaking, may be said to 
have been a profitable enterprise. Espe- 
ially is this true where it has been carried 
on by intelligent farmers who have appreci- 
ated the conditions essential and necessary 
to the successful prosecution of the industry. 
And while it has proven the stepping stone 
from poverty to affluence for some it has also 

§roven the rock of destruation for others. 
lOt withstanding the general opinion prev- 
alent that the rice planter enjoys all of the 
good things of life, and that he has nothing 
to do except fill up his sacks with rice to haiu 
it to market, and then bring the saclu home 
filled with silver dollars, and even though 



some of those just engaging in the business 
may anticipate such conditions, still the way 
of the rice grower is hard and oftentimes 
mighty wet. The most serious difficulty the 
planters of Louisiana have had to contend 
with is a waier supply, or rather a lack of it. 
The season of 1892 and 1893, with its abnormal 
crop, proved a curse to the rice indnsiry of 
America. The year was an exceedingly wet 
one,and from its experience our planters caught 
the inspiration that it would always rain, and 
that they could make abundance of rice even 
without levees, and although planted on a hill 
side. The lessons taught by the experience 
of the succeeding few years, when protracted 
droughts prevailed, although they proved the 
destruction of many of our planters, tliey 
stand out in bold relief, like lights on a danger- 
ous coast, warning our people to steer clear of 
the rock on which so many wrecks have oc- 
curred. 

The problem of securing a water supply, so 
serious in its nathre, is fast being solved. The 
elements necessary are, first, an abiding faith 
In the rice industry and Southwest Louisiana; 
next, engineering skill backed up by capital. 
These three elegients are revolutionizing rice 
raising in Southwest Louisiana; they are mak- 
ing it possible to raise water from our steep- 
banked streams to a height of from twenty to 
thirty feet by means of monstrous engines and 
pumps, and then sending the water throbbing 
and pulsating through miles of arteries and 
veins, in the shape of our canals and laterals, 
to cool the parched earth and furnish life and 
vigor to our rice fields. 

The subject of irrigation is an important 
one. Nearly every country of the globe has its 
arid lands, which must be brought under the 
infiuence of irrigation before they are fit 
for agricultural purposes. The arid lands 
of the United States embrace 1,840, 
000 square miles, or 853,000.000 acres, of 
which 100,000,000 can be reclaimed by irriga- 
tion. Our government is spending vast sums in 
establishing irrigating stations, in sinking 
wells and building reservoirs, employing the 
best talent in the nation to irrigate the arid 
lands of the Western States. Southwest 
Louisiana is solving, without aid, her own 
problems, and our glory and prosperity is 
being added to in proportion to what we ac- 
complish wnaided. 

Important as it is, water is not the only 
requisite necessary to the econorpical produc- 
tion of « rice crop. Our planters paid too 
little attention to the construction of their 
levees, ^ot all the pumps in Ohiistendom 
can flood and keep fiooded a rice farui without 
levees. The building of levees is one of the 
most important works upon the plantation, 
and ttKiy should never be attempted without 
first consulting an engineer. Upon the proper 
location of the levees largely depends the size 
and height of the levees themselves and the 
depth and amount of water necessary for the 
flooding of the farm. In the early history of 
the industry in Acadia parish it was not un- 
common to see one edge of a rice field dry and 
the other side of the field covered with from 
18 to 24 inches of water. Our planters have 
come to appreciate that this is an expensive 
way of flooding their land, as the same water 
required to flood a quarter section of land in 
this manner would be sufficient to flood half a 
section if judiciously used. 

The clay subsoil found in Southwest Louis- 
iana furnishes the best possible material for 
levee building, being almost impervious to 
water. It not only prevents the water from 
seeping through the levees, if properly built, 
but also prevents seepage of the soil itself. 
Our planters have seen the evil effects of light 
and insufficient levees, they have paid the price 
of experimenting, and from now on will be 
satisfied with nothing short of good substantial 
levees, built large and strong enough to pre- 
vent seepage and damage by heavy rains, and 
in most instances they will construct them in 
such a manner that in no part of their field 



] will the water be over from four to eight 
inches deep. 

Another serious difficulty that the rice 
planters of Southwest Louisiana have met 
wiih is the constant tendent-y of our fields to 
run to red rice. We regard rhis as the most 
serious problem tliat confronts the American 
grower to-day. The deterioration of our rice 
seed is the only indication we have that possibly 
rice in Louisiana is out of its natural and proper 
sphere and latitude. Import fresh and pure 
seed rice of the Japan and Honduras varieties, 
and with the care and attention now being 
given it by the average Louisiana planter, in 
four years from 25 to 50 per cent, of the crop 
will be red rice. As to whether this great evil 
arises from the natural condition of our soil 
and climate, or whether It may be attributed 
to neglect and carelessness on the part of our 
planters, the result is the same. The evil 
confronts us, and it will require some hard 
thinking and eternal vigilance on the part of 
the planters to eradicate the red rice from our 
plantations and to keep them clean. We can 
not raise a crop of pure white rice though 
planted on new and clean land, if the seed is 
mixed with red. neither can you raise it if the 
seed is pure ana white and there is red rice in 
the land, llie only absolute certainty of 
raising white rice is to plant clean seed on 
clean land. See that the last spears of rice 
growing in the field and levees and in the 
comers is properly harvested, see that your 
harvesters and binders do not run over the rice 
in harvesting. When rice has been scattered in 
the field, either by storms, harvesting or 
staking, see that it is given a chance to 
sprout and grow, and then give the land a 
shallow ploughing. Harrow up the volun- 
teer rice to the surface where the hot sun can 
get in its work and complete the killing pro- 
cess. In other words, thorough and persistent 
cultivation of the land will enectually kill out 
red rice. 

When our farmers appreciate the benefits to 
be derived from diversified farming, this will 
inaugurate a rotation of crops, and the ques- 
tion of hovr to get rid of red rice will be set* 
tied. In our opinion, farmers are cultivating 
too many acres of rice and not cultivating it 
well enough. They are attempting to do too 
much to do it well. However, that our planters, 
will soon arrive at the correct solution of this- 
problem, as they have of every other difficulty 
they have met, goes without saying. Already 
there Is a tendency on the part of our planters 
to devote a part of their farms to the raising of 
more com and hogs, more cattle, cane, fruit 
and vegetables. We can not too strongly urge 
upon, them the necessity of raising all home- 
supplies. Over-production may force the 
price too low to be profitable to raise for mar- 
ket, but not too low for consumption, for this 
makes a market for their labor when they 
would otherwise be idle. 

A comparison of the rice industry to-day 
with what it was twelve years ago in South- 
west Louisiana shows an improvement and 
advancement that is almost beyond belief. 
Twelve years ago the days of the small fields 
of from five to ten acres prevailed; to-day 
witnesses rice raised in fields from 500 to 1000 
acres. Twelve years ago the crop of these 
prairies were harvested with hand sickle and 
cradle and bound up by hand; to-day may be 
seen nearly 5000 self- binding harvesters at 
work, with steam threshers by the hundred. 
To complete the process, twelve years ago our 
rice fields were Irrigated by damming up the 
small gullies and pumping the water directly 
onto the fields with small pumps that at the 
present time are regarded as toys; to-day, in 
every section of Southwest Louisiana, may be 
heard the steady beating and throbbing of the 
ponderous pumps and engines as they force 
over half a million gallons of water each min- 
ute through the hundreds of miles of canal and 
lateral ditches. Seven years ago the planters 
of this State were compelled to ship every bar- 
rel of rice they raised to the city of New Or- 
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leans, because it represented the entire milling 
capacity ol the country, and because they were 
tied up and their crops were pledged to the 
moneyed interests of the cliy. To-day finds 
them, in most instances, free and independent 
commission merchants, and milling nearly all 
of their own rice at home in the dozen or more 
country mills which are owned and operated 
by the planters themselves. Twelve years ago 
the value of our agricultural lands was an un- 
known quantity; to-day they have a recog- 
nized and established value, they offer the 
Tery best of security and are being sought after 
for homes and for investments by people all 
over the United States. 

Gentlemen, these are some of the things that 
the progress and development of the industry 
has accomplished in Southwest Louisiana. And 
the rice planters themselves, what shall 
we say of them? God bless them. They are 
the backbone and mainstay of our country; 
upon them rests the burden of our develop- 
itient and progress and the support and pros- 
perity of our industrial enterprises. They are 
HP early and late: they pay their debts, are 
sober, honest and iodu^triows, ready at all 
times to put their hands in their pockets in the 
interests of Southwest Louisiana or those in 
need. They have only one weakness, and that 
is their wonderful capacity for water. By 
some the Louisiana rice planter is classed as 
an amphibious animal. Water is his native 
element, and like a tish he seems to be mis- 
erable when out of it. We have often thought 
what a glorious and happy time they would 
bave had if there had been a couple of dozen 
Crowley rice planters with Noah in the ark. 
How they would have laughed with fiendish 

flee while the rest of the world drowned, 
rom the time that their crop is planted until 
ready to harvest their continual cry is water, 
water, water. We heard a good story told of 
one of our rice planters, and it must be true, 
for it was told by his wife. During the drought 
last summer he was very sick, in fact he was 
speechless for two weeks, and during the entire 
tune he kept asking for water, water, water. 

And we suspect, Mr Chairman, that when 
our planters are through raising rice ; when 
tbev have flooded their last field and harvested 
their last crop; when they go hence from this 
world, that some of them will still call for 
water, water, water. 



Adulteration of Molasses. 

The adulteration of molasses, which, as 
stated in these columns recently, is apparently 
increasing in extent, is the source of active 
dlBcnssion in the local molasses and syrup 
trades, and also in the South, as well as among 
bnyers In various sections of the country. It 
appears to be almost the unanimous opinion 
that the mixing of glucose vdth molasses and 
tiie nse of ingredients to brighten the color is 
being much overdone. There is a decided 
current of feeling here toward restrictive leg- 
islation, but as yet no positive movement has, 
as far as was learned, been taken. The present 
time is considered by many a favorable one for 
Bucb action. Massachusetts on the first of the 
year put into operation a stringent law pro- 
hibiting the manufacture or sale of any adul- 
terated article of food, except mixtures or 
compounds recognized as ordinary articles or 
ingredients of food, which must, however, be 
distinctly labeled as such, with the name and 
percentage of each ingredient contained 
stated. A new pure food law also went into 
force In Wisconsin on the first of the month. 
Connecticut has a law which by many is con- 
sidered admirable, and other Eastern States 
have restrictions more or less bindbig. There 



is a law upon the statute books In this State, 
but no appropriation was made to secure its 
enforcement, so that it has practically been a 
dead letter. If it were carried out, or a new 
law enacted and enforced in its stead, the trade 
generally would, it is urged, feel a material 
benefit, particularlv in view of the laws now 
in force in surrounding States. 

Several dealers in molasses were conversed 
with recently upon this subject. John C. 
.Juhring, of Francis H. Laggett & Co., whole- 
sale grocers, vvlien quesitioned, said : ** I think 
thit the increasing distribution of adulterated 
goods is detrimental in a way to the consump- 
tive demand. Many dealers who are forced 
by stress of competition to buy substitutes 
would prefer to handle the straight product. 
If a competitor, for instance, is selling what is 
claimed to be straight molasses at 20 cents a 
gallon, it is not easy to sell the pure article, 
which costs, ^ay, 25 to 30 cents. I think that 
trade has fallen off somewhat. We certainly 
are willing to go on record as being in favor 
of a pure food law, which would prevent the 
sale of mixed goods altogether. We guarantee 
our own brands of Kew Orleans molasses to be 
absolutely reliable and free from mixture. We 
favor legislation which will protect the con- 
sumer, but we believe that such laws should be 
administered in a common sense way." 

A representative of another large grocery 
house said: '^ There are many products which 
require restrictive legislation more than mo- 
lasses. As a matter of fact, some dealers ask 
for the mixed goods, as they have a brighter 
appearance and are cheaper. The glucose 
used in mixing is not Injurious, but it contains 
little saccharine matter. At the same time, I 
believe that every article should be sold for 
what it really is, and I would be in favor of 
regulations for mixed molasses similar to those 
governing the sale of oleomargarine." 

A prominent dealer in both pure molasses 
and syrups said: *^ While we do more or less 
mixing, this Is because we have a •demand for 
mixed goods ; we try to discourage mixing and 
certainly would favor a lawreqnlrlng that mixed 
goods should be sold for what they actually 
are. The Connecticut law I consider perhaps 
the best, and I would be glad to see a similar 
one enforced In this State. 

^^The use of mixed goods here Is ruining the 
trade In pure molasses. Ten years ago, for 
Instance, New York Imported over 20,000 
hogsheads of foreign grocery molasses, while 
last year she Imported only a little more than 
2000 hogsheads, or In other words, only about 
as much as the city of New Haven, Conn. 
Boston, on the other hand, last year imported 
about 14,000 hogsheads. Molasses from Porto 
Rico is known to be pure for the reason that 
no article which could be used as an adulterant 
can be imported into the island." 

Another representative of jobbing interests 
said: ^*I do not think that one-tenth the busi- 
ness in molasses is being done here that was 
done a year ago, largely, I believe, on account 
of the uncertainty as to the quality of the 
goods placed upon the market. It haa pretty 
nearly killed the business. Porto Rico mo- 
lasses, so-called, for instance, has been sold 



for 16 cents per gallon, whereas its first cost 
laid down here is not less than 25 cents. 

" If an active effort would be made for leg- 
islation, it would, I think, be successful, as the 
time seems to be ripe. There is no good ob- 
jection to a restrictive law, and such a meas- 
ure in this State would accomplish a great 
deal." 

A member of another firm said : '• The great 
trouble with pure food laws is likely to l>e that 
they are ignored or else they are administered 
in a narrow way. The officers are frequently 
without knowledge of trade conditions and ig- 
norantly or carelessly cause a great deal of un- 
necessary inconvenience and hardship." 

The Connecticut law referred to al>ove in 
part follows : 

*' Any person who shall adulterate any mo- 
lasses, or who shall sell, or ofter to expose for 
sale, or who shall solicit or receive any order 
for the sale or delivery within this State, or for 
delivery without this State for shipment into 
this State, of any molasses adulterated with 
salts of tin, terra alba, glucose, dextrose, starch 
sugar, corn syrup, or other preparation of or 
from starch, shall be fined not more than $500 
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. 
The delivery of any of the above-mentioned 
preparations, upon any order solicited or re- 
ceived within this State, shall be conclusive 
evidence that the order, upon which such de- 
livery was made, was for such articles, and 
shall render the person soliciting or receiving 
such order liable to the penalty above de- 
scribed." — New York Journal of Commerce, 



Trade Notes. 



Messrs. J. B & J. fl. Cornell, of New 

York City, have taken over and are now run- 
ning the West Point Foundry at Cold 
Spring-on-Hudson, N. T. This firm is one 
of the wealthiest and most progressive In the 
Iron business, and the addine: of this well- 
known plant to their establishment means 
that It win again take a prominent place In 
supplying sugar-maldng and other heavy ma- 
chinery of all kinds. The works have been 
thoroughly remodeled and modernized and 
their capacity Increased al>out tenfold ; electric 
motors driven by the most modem turbines 
have replaced the old water wheels ; a stand- 
ard gauge steam railroad connects every de- 
partment with the New York Central & Hud- 
son Biver Railroad (main line) and with the 
company^s own docks on the Hudson river, at 
which they can load any vessel drawing up to 
16 feet of water, and much improved ma- 
chinery has been Introduced. In addition to 
this the Messrs. Cornell are the largest manu- 
facturers of constructional Iron and steel In 
the United States, and have built some of the 
best known buildings in the country, notably 
the " Waldorf-Astoria " Hotel, the 25-story 
"St. Paul" buildhig, the 33-story "Ivins" 
building (now in course of erection), etc. 
They are prepared to do work of this sort 
promptly and economically and will be glad' 
to receive plans and specifications for estimate. 
They have recently opened a branch in New 
Orleans under the care of Mr. W. L. Dear- 
bom, No. 404 Mechanics and Traders Building, 
as may be seen in our advertising columns, 
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who will give his personal attention to all 
matters relatin^s^ to their business, and who 
hopes to be favored with inquiries and orders 
from all those requiring anything in his line. 

Sears' Stock Feed.— Elsewhere in this issue 
will be found an advertisement of this well- 
known necessity, which has come into promi- 
nence by leaps and bounds during the past few 
years, and that its success was due entirely to 
its merits seems to be plainly indicated by the 
flattering testimonials, of which Mr. Sears 
possesses hundreds, and a few of which we 
print below. The proprieters of this food do 
not claim that it will cure every known ill 
with which the animal kingdom is afflicted, 
but they do claim that for animals that are run 
down, that need building up, that are out of 
condition it is without a peer. Immense sales 
are made daily all through the country, and 
our sugar planters should be particularly in- 
terested in it. It may save them many valua- 
ble mules, and Messrs. Geo. E. Sears & Co. 
ask only a trial, being certain from their pre- 
vious experiences that if it is used once it will 
be used always. Tbeir address is 416 Poydras 
street, Jf e^ Orleans. Here are some few of 
the letters they Ijj^ye received : 

BiGHBENU SufMH PLANTATION. ^ 

John Veqas, Propriktob. } 
§T: James, P, 0,, La,, June 10, 1895. J 

Messrs, Geo. E, Sears tt* Son: 

Dear Sirs— Please find enclosed $12. IS for 
invoice of Sears* Stock Condition Food. From 
three months- use of Sears' Stock Oondltloil 
Food, I can say that it proved to be a splendid 
spring tonic; my stock improved a great deal 
after one month's use. 

Yours truly, John Vegas. 

Island Plantation, September 19, 1895. 
Oeo. E. Sears cfe Son. New Orleans, La.: 

Dear Sirs— I will ship by train this morn- 
ing 242 sacks good dry rice, free from red and 
grass seeds. We are having good weather now 
and will ship fast. I am welfsatiFfied with the 
last sales. The chicken food first-class: no 
more sick ones. Combs are red and all healthy. 
Yours, R. R. Blouin. 

P. O. Berwick, St. Mary Parish, \ 

February 19, 1897. / 

Dear Sirs— Please send (H) Fairview two 

dozen bags Sears' Stock Food. Oblige yours 

truly, M. 1. Hamilton. 

The food gives em ire satisfaction, our sales 
are increasing rapidly. 

Parish of St. James, Convent P. 0., \ 
December 28, 1896. / 
Dear Sirs— I have used on my place for the 
last two years your Sears' Stock Condition 
Food with advantage. It is of great value and 
its merits for keeping mules and horses healthy 
and in fine condition are unsurpassed. It is 
also well adapted to other stock, such as 
cows, hogs, etc. I have used it on chickens 
with good results. 

Yours truly. Alp. Plaisance. 

The Krajewski Crusher.— Mr. A. F. Slang- 
erup reports to us that even at this early date 
he is kept busy closing contracts for crushers, 
having recently received orders for two from 
Mr. Gh>dchaux— one to go on his Raceland 
place and one to go on Elm Hall. Be- 
sides this he has closed a contract for a crusher 
with Mrs. E. D. Burguieres. These splendid 
adjuncts to the mill are becoming more and 
mgre appreciated in Louisiana, and such an 



auspicious beginning would seem to indicate 
heavy sales for the coming crop. 

The St. Charles Mansion.— This large 
apartment hotel, located at Nos. 822 to 826 
St. Charles street, ha« recently been opened 
under the management of Mr. Emile Kuntz, 
formerly of the Hotel Rennaissance, of New 
York, and is equipped to take care of both 
regular and transient guests in the best of 
style. The situation is an admirable one, be- 
ing slightly removed from the turmoil of the 
extremely busy part of the city, yet close 
enough to the business centres to make all the 
principal establishments and places of amuse- 
ment easily and readily accessible. Several 
lines of street cars pass the door, and planters 
and others visiting the city would do well to 
try the house, which is somewhat of an inno- 
vation in this community and bids fair to meet 
with popular favor. 

Qrunewald fluslc House.— It is with pleas- 
ure that we call the attention of our readers to 
the advertisement of the Grunewald Music 
House, of New Orleans, which appears in our 
issue to-day. The Grunewalds have been in 
the music business for a number of years, and 
have by honesty and fair dealing secured the 
confidence ,qef their patrons. Their long ex- 
perience enables them to select the best makes 
of pianos for this climate, and having a^bundant 
capital, jthey are able to sell cheaper and on 
better tepms than their less fortunate competi- 
tors, in their magnitlcenl emporium, ^6. 715 
Canal street, can always be found a fine assort- 
ment of splendid musical goods, as well as the 
latest instrumental and vocal sheet music. 



A New Light. 

The record of experiments in the lighting of 
sugar houses is well nigh an endless one, and 
it is plentifully blotted with failures. The 
construction of most of our houses is such that 
they present innumerable comers out of which 
it ie difticult to drive the darkness, and the 
ponderous apparatus prevents the free dis- 
semination of light and casts heavy shadows 
where they are not wanted. The element of 
expense, too, is an important one, especially 
of late years, when sugar has had to be made 
on the barest margin of profit, and our planters 
have been able to make ends meet only by the 
most rigid economy and strict attention to 
every detail. 

There has lately been exhibited at the St. 
Charles Hotel and also at the Southside plan- 
tation, of Messrs. O. A. & F. M. Ames, oppo- 
site Napoleon avenue, a light known as the 
Kltson Hydro Carbon Light. This light pos- 
sesses many features of the highest value, and 
is generated from the ordinary headlight oil in 
use in sugar houses, requiring no expensive in- 
stallations to operate it and giving an illumin- 
ation of which the brilliancy is entirely out of 
comparison with the cost of operation — the 
latter being insignificant. Indeedyit seems to 
be, for many reasons, an ideal light for sugar 
house use ; its simplicity, cheapness and effec- 
tiveness all commending it strongly to the at- 
tention of the sugar planters. The lights in 
the Ames sugar house are each rated at 800 



candle-power, and it takes only one gallon of 
oil to supply each light from sixteen to twenty-' 
two hours, the variation in time being due to 
the quality of the oil employed. When using 
oil lamps Mr. Ames says that he consumed 
about fifty gallons of oil every night, and theni 
succeeded in getting only a greatly inferior 
light to that now given by the Kitson lamps, 
of which eighteen would be sufficient 
to make his house as bright as day in every 
part. The tank for the storage of the oil is 
connected with the lamps by a very small tube, 
of which the inside diameter is probably not 
more than one -sixteenth of an inch, and by the 
application of heat, which comes from the 
fiame itself, the oil is vaporized, escaping, 
together with nearly one hundred times its 
bulk of air, from an open jet, where it bums 
with an intense white light of the greatest 
brilliancy. Extreme cheapness and high ef- 
fectiveness are the two salient features of this 
light and it would seem well worth investiga- 
tion by all our planting friends. It is handled 
here by the New Orleans Railway and Mill 
Supply Company, Limited, and they have the 
lights on exhibition at their salesrooms, Nos. 
620 and 624 Camp street. As an actual test, 
however, the outfit at the Ames sugar house 
serves the purpose best, the lights being seen 
|;bere in the work of illuminating a sugar 
hoqse, wWob presents unusual difficulties of a 
ponstrqctlPhal character. 



Reciprocity for the English Wesi 
Indies. 

We mentioned last week that the Governor 
of Barbados had received directions by cable 
from the Secretary of State to send on direct 
to the British Minister at Washington a full 
return of the colony's imports, setting forth 
clearly the English and American portions; 
and we ventured to say that a similar order 
must have reached our own Governor. Our 
surmise proved to be correct, and we learn 
that the Governor immediately had the neces- 
sary information tabulated and prepared and 
dispatched to the States. It is evident that 
Mr. Chamberlain is sanguine of securing for 
the West Indian sugar indusiry temporary re- 
lief by means of a reciprocity treaty with the 
States, until the bounty countries have arrived 
at a decision as to their future policy ; but we 
must not count upon any great benefit from a 
treaty of the kind as long as the bloated Sugar 
Trust remains in a position to regulate the 
price at which our sugar shall be bought. To 
enter into a reciprocal treaty, it will be neces- 
sary for us, as on a former occasion, to permit 
the duty we now collect on the American por- 
tion of our imports, although we have no 
differential duty against the same, and al- 
though the duty is in no sense protective, being 
imposed solely to supply funds to meet gov- 
ernmental expenses. The amount of income 
we shall be foregoing in this way will be con- 
sidemble, probably not much short of $100,- 
000, and it is just possible that this will be 
refunded to us by the imperial government as 
part of the justice money which the mother 
country owes us as against the profit she is 
now making out of the destruction of our chief 
industry. — Demerara Argosy, January 29. 
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95. 18 

9 - 

95.01 



-9- 



-«6« 

— a5>i 

— 95.13 
-9 - 

— 35.01 
-9 - 

-« - 

-9- 



- 95>i 

- 95K 

- 95. 18 

-9 - 

-. 95.01 



- 9 - 



95>^ 
95. 18 

95.01 
9- 



94.40 
94.40 
94.O8 
r» — 
93.91 
9 - 



Strong 



STOCKS. 

At four porte of the United States to Feb. 28.. 

At four ports of Great Britain to Feb. 19.. 

At Havana and Matanzas to Feb. 23 . 



»Tons 

€4 



209,987 
89,500 
75,090 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING MARCH 4, x8g8. 



Received.. 



Sold — 



Hhds. 
750 
760 



-SUGAR- 



Barrels. 

30.1C9 

80,467 



MoLASSBt. 

Barrels. 
2.963 
2,963 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS 
X897, TO MARCH 4, 1898. 

r- SUGAR- 

Hhds. 

Received 19,816 

Sold 19.816 

Received same time last year.... 81,124 



Barrels. 
1,287,809 
1,269,316 
1,183,419 



PROM SEPT. 

MOLASSBS. 

Barrels. 
172,489 
172,489 
198,907 
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March 6. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898 



RICE. 

KOUOH, Jf bbl ^ 

CZJUN, Fancy 

Choice^..... 

Prime 

Good „ 

Fair 

Ordinary . 
Common.^ 

Inferior. 

No. 2 

BaAN, V ton 

Polish, y ton 



Feb. 26-. 



1 00 

( H 

^ H 
I 

s H 
N .1. 

2 @2y 

9 60(3 10 OO; 



Feb. 28. 



Mar. I. 



Mar. 2. 



1 50(34 00 1 5)@4 00 I 50 a4 00 

5^(§5^ 5}ia6}( 6}4^BU 

hyi^^H 6Mi@6H 6K@5H 

4K@6 ^H®^ ^¥@5 

4^943^ 4>434H 4>^3*¥ 

♦X(§4H 4X@4H 45<@43^ 

8>i(^4 8>ia4 8?^94 

8>^@8« 8Xfl8|< 3ji<ii8^' 

Nominal. Nominal. Nominal. 

2 d2V 2 (^2% 2 @2S< 

9 50^10 00 9 50(310 00 9 50^10 00 

14 00^16 00 !♦ 00(815 00 H 00^15 00 14 OO^aiS 00 



Mar. 3. 



Mar. 4. 



Samb Day 
Last Ybar. 



00 I 1 75^4 10 

H I 6^a53r 

H 6M36H 

; 4M@5 

H 4K@43i 

H 4X^4H 

8)i^^a8y 
Nominal. 
-@ - 
9 60 <j 10 00 
14 00/^15 00 14 00(dl5 00 



N 1. 

2 <32>i< 

9 50(310 00 



2 00(34 25 

4J<^6 
4X04j^ 
4 <«4X 
8Md8M 

Nominal. 
2 ®2H 

12 00(3 

17 00(318 00 



Tons of Markbt at Closino 
Of Wb bk. 

Active and strong. 



} Active. 



RBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FOR THB WBBK 

BNDINQ MAR. 4» zSgB.. 

Bbls. Clbam. 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

6,981 
-« 14,748 



8,981 



RBCBIPT8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FROM AUQ. I, zSQTt TO MAR. 
4, 1898, COMPARBD WITH LAST TBAR, SAMB TIMB. 



This year.. 
Last year.. 



Sacks Rough. 
... 438,556 
^ 874,465 



Bbis. CLBAIh. 

8,808 
6,754 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was quiet and 
steady at the close of the week, with 
sufficient demand prevailing to promptly 
absorb receipts. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle molasses in first hands. 
Centrifugals strong. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market is steady, with 
moderate offerings. ^ Clean is rather ac- 
tive. 



Sugar in London. 

The publication of the stocks existing in 
Oermany at the close of January has bad a 
^ood effect on the market, while a very favor- 
able impression of future prospects has been 
produced. The deficit in the visible supplies 
shows no sign of being made up, while the 
steady and regular way in which supplies have 
<iome forward, owing to the open winter, has 
undoubtedly brought into sight the maximum 
of stocks at an earlier period of the year than 
usual. Nor is there apparently much chance 
of any important addition from cane -produc- 
ing countries, though, at the moment, Cuban 
fi^nures are heavier than were looked for. The 
increase, however, is expected to be short- 
lived, and, meanwhile, the American markets 
have become more active, with a tendency to 
higher prices. More attention to cane sugars 
has been paid here of late, but the selec- 
tion continues very limited, while holders show 
no anxiety to press sales either in refining or 
grocery descriptions. The latter continue in 
small supply, owing to very large shipments of 
crystallized Demerara to the United States, 
and for this reason these sugars have been in 
better demand, and prices are 3d. per cwt. 
dearer. The imports of crystallized raws to 
London for the week ending 17th inst. 
amounted to 1394 tons, and for this year to 
^21 tons, against 5284 tons in 1897.— P. M, 
Review, Februai^ 19, 



Glucose Sugar Refining Company. 

Chicago, Feb. 26.— Attorney General Akin 
has been asked to bring proceedings for a for- 
feiture of the charter of the Glucose Sugar 
Befining Company and test the Illinois anti- 
trust law. In making this request Attorney 
George H. Harding asserts that he has evi- 
dence to show that the concern is a trust. He 
intimates that the Attorney General has signi- 
fied a willingness to begin proceedings if the 
evidence is sufiicient. When the company 
was formed Mr. Harding owned $200,000 
worth of stock of the American Glucose Com- 
pany. He opposed selling out to the new con- 
cern for the sum offered, $2,000,000, and de- 
clared his company was more valuable than 
he Chicago Sugar Refining Company, for 
which the new company is said to have paid 
$6,000,000. He was outvoted In the board and 
the company became the property of the Glu- 
cose Sugar Refining Company. Mr. Harding 
gained an Injunction restraining the transfer, 
but It was dissolved. 

Recently Mr. Harding has been taking the 
testimony of the promoters of the Glucose 
Sugar Refining Company, and this evidence, 
he claims, proves that a glucose trust has been 
formed. The attention of the Attorney Gen- 
eral Is also called in Mr Harding's letter to 
the fact that he will be asked to take the mat- 
ter before the grand jury, or at least that the 
evidence will be presented to that body, seek- 
ing for indictments against the promoters of 
that company. Some of the latter are con- 
spicuous men in the State.— iView York Journal 
of Commerce. 

Personal. 

Mr. J. B. Lyon, of Chicago, sugar planter 
and capitalist, was registered at the St. Charles 
Hotel last Friday. 

Mr. R. R. Barrow, a prominent sugar 
planter and financier of Terrebonne parish, 
was in the city, on one of his accustomed vis- 
Its, a few days ago and registered at the Hotel 
Grunewald. 

Mr. George Hill, of West Baton Rouge par- 
ish, was a recent visitor to the city. Mr. Hill 
put up at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. A. W. Norman was In the^^city on Tues- 
day. 



Mr. John Peters, of St. Martinsville, where 
he manages the fine Keystone plantation of 
the Pettebonne estate, was In the city on a 
visit last Sunday and registered at the Hotel 
Royal. 

Col. W. H. Price, of the Acadia plantation in 
Lafourche parish, was a guest of the St. 
Charles Hotel during the past week. 

Mr. C. 0. Canclenne, a prominent resident 
of the parish of Assumption, was registered at 
the Grunewald Hotel on Sunday, having run 
down to pay the city a visit. 

Mr. T. C. Glynn, of Arbroth, La., the well- 
known sugar boiler, was In the city during the 
past week, having come down to recreate a 
little after the labors of the recent campaign. 

Mr. H. Shelby Sanders and Miss Mary Sand- 
ers of Iberia parish, were guests of the Royal 
last Saturday. 

Mr. Wm. J. Turl was In ro see us during the 
past week, and reported that he was stopping 
at the St. Charles Hotel and was prepared, as 
usual, to take orders for the best sugar wagons 
In the world. The Turl establishment has 
been supplying our planters with these neces- 
sary articles so long, and giving so much sat- 
isfaction, that it is safe to say that they will 
get their usual quota this season. Mr. Turl 
looks well, but he says handsouie is as hand- 
some does. 



An Offer to Capitalists. 

Breaux Bridge offers unexcelled advantages 
for a central sugar refinery, and we can assure 
capitalists that they have a first-class chanc^ 
for a profitable investment in building such a 
plant here. The corporation owns a tract of 
land measuring about 90 acres (through which 
the right of way has already been obtained by 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company to 
build a switch to the factory) which will be 
donated to whoever erects a refinery thereon. 
Let those who anticipate the erection of 
such a plant in Louisiana visit us, or write to 
our honorable Mayor or our editor for full 
particulars. 

Our climate is admirable and healthy. Al- 
together, this region may be regarded as 
naturally the loveliest part of Louisiana. 
Come and see our beautiful country. — Valley 
of the Teche, 
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WANTS. 



We will publith in this column, free of chari^ until 
fmther notice, the applications of all manafj^ers, OTer- 
secitt engineexs and sugar makers, and others who may 
mS seeking positions in the country, and also the wants 
oi planters desiring to employ any of these. 

ANTBD — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder ; will take iob work ; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office, 3-5-98 

ANTBD — SXPBRIBNCED GERMAN AGRI- 
culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position; best references. Address Box 309, Xrvington, 
New Jersey. 3-5-s3 



^IITANTBD— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
^" ice-house work; also a good mechanic or sua^ar- 
house engineer : can furuish good references. Address 
F. G. LoKiiNZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRSTCLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
in plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polsrizinK ; habits strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 

X.OUItfANA Pl^ANTIR. 3-3198. 



WANTED— A STEADY. INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent emoloyment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling during the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repair work the remainder of the year; 
can furn sh ffood references. Address P. N. S., 931 
Piety street, New Orleans, l.a. 3-23 9S. 

WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve Tears' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. 3-33-98. 

WANTED-A POSITION AS fcCANAGER OR 
assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 3S years of age; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
Plantbk, 518 and 510 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

3-34-98 



WANTBD-IRISH-AMBBICAN, 26 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, desires posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



WANTED-EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and sheet iron worker in country for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar hoyse; long experience 
and B^od references eiven ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
ii39 0range street, New Orleans. 3-1597 

WANTED -A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
familv as a general yard man,<^iiy or Country. Ad- 
dress PETER SA5^DERS, 130 North Franklin street, 
New Orleans. a-ih-cA 



WAN T E D-POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years experience, or clerk in raer- 
chandise store; single; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
^*' 3-10 98 



WANTED -SUGAR HOUSE ENGINEERS. 
chemists and sugar boilers : none but first-class 
5?^T,?fP^Sl5P"^ "*'" °«ed apply. Address E. H. 
DYER &CO., 310 Byrne Block, Los Angeles, Cal. 
»-9-98 



W^ 



7ANTED-A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPf-RT. 
this office. 3-598 



rTTANTED-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
y Y oil a plantation ; has had many years' experience ; 
can furnish good references. Address F. SINTES. 34M 
Chartres street. 3-5-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
wwwn^tj ^"/°'??! /®*>f references. Address WM. 
BERGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. a-S'98 

-IXTANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions for coming campaign ; the best 
of references on application. Address " CRYSTALS • 
care Planter. 



3-5.98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
nian; has had many years* experience; c«n fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY. 3630 
Dauphmc street 3-3-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years* 
«5perience. Address G. HENNINGSBN, 518 Louisa 
•treet. ^3^ 



WANTED-A POSITION AS| SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LAN DRY. Convent, La. 
a-3-^ 



WANTED- A GOVERNESS! FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; middle-aged lady preferred. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 



w 



ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
1. Address JOS. s>ERRANO,9i9 Poland street. 

1.34-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, f-a. 1-3498 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant managt-r on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSQNt 553| 
Magszine street, New Orleans, La. 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VaRDMAN Od 
ffirdener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLB, 1938 bt. Louis street, city. 
1-31-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have bad five years' experi- 
ence and C4n furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. 1-3098 



TXTANTBD-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
^v man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN ^ROS.. Eola 
La. 1-30-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married roan; 
speaka hnglish and French; references as to compe« 
tency. reliability and sobriety. Address MAX P. O 
Box 1066, Nvw Orle ins, ,.j^ <^ ' 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work; be^t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 834 First 
street, New Orleans. M5-ii8 

WANTED-POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; hss had five years* experience as both; 
best of references lurnishea. Address A., care this 
office- 1-17-08 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR As- 
sistant enirineer; has had fourteen years* expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 
O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 1-18 98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
'; has had seven years' experience; can furnish jrood 
reference. Address H. L.,618 St Louis street. 1 i^ 



WANTED— A first-class PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 
,., ., l-n-98 

WANTED- BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 189S; 
Ai references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. i . 1 i^gg 



WANTED-POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
«^Sr <'""^» and can «»ve good references. Address 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. i-ii^ 



WANTED-A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 
. 1-11-98 



WANTED-BY A FI^^ST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position m sagar house as chief; twenty>five years^ 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
^i*^';*l??^.?J*y **** y**' "^ moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER 3030, this ofilce. 1-11.98 

ANTED-A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 

charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 

graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 

^o years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 

Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 433, Logan. 



IITANTED-A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
A^j '^iJy " general vard man, city or country. 
Address P . S., 130 N. Fiankfin street, iity. 1-13-98. 



WANTED-A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on sturar or 
rice plantation ; satisfaaion guarnnteed. Address W. 
^' B't 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleans. 1-5-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 

, . . >898, by a in an of long experience, who can 

furnish reference. Address A, D. LACY, Patterson. 
^^ 1-3-08 



WANTED-POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
dress SSlSV^TSS^.^L^^XwSi^^^^^^ ^^- 



113-31-97 



W 



ANTED- POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for 1808, by a' 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly tem erste: 
best references furnished. Address ** OVERSEER,'^ 
care of A. Koehritx, Assistaat Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle. La. t^fy-^ 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRSI-CLAsaf 
overseer for tigd', can furnish recommendatlotf 
from the best planters of the State. Address S. O. W., 
Houma. La. 13-30-97 



WANTED — SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country, good 
reference on hand. Addresri A. B., 6t8 St. Louis street, 
citv. 13-18-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER. BY 
an experienced, energetic and sober young plan- 
ter} Al referene^^ furnished. Address C. LAURSVT, 
\|rh|tepastip, l-i^. ?^^^97 

WANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO^ 
^^* ber young mm wants position as manager of small, 
store on plantation, on salary or commission ; gilt edge 
reference as to ability and character. Addtess B. B.» 
i9S> Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. is-sS 97 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON. A POSITION 
^V lu «nanager of a Sugar plantation by an overset 
with ifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Addresa W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaqne> 
mine, La. 13-33,97. 

•^Xr ANTED — ENERGETIC AND STKfOTLY 
^^ sober young mcwi> wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation ; salary or commission ; gilfe 
edge references. Address B. B.,. 1938 Bayou Road». 
New Orleans. ia-if-97. 

WA!it»D--A PtnST-cLAsS pAinTER. AC^ 
customed to country and .plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad" 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, Lt« 

lats-qy 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
ong experience, and can furnish good references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orleans. 

ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVEKSEER;. 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be bsd for 
1898. at living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, La. 
^ 13-16.97 



T^ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
* ^ mansger on a sugar plantation ; can furnish ri^com- 
mendations from prominent and successful pi inters of 
Lafourche and Lapides parishes and some New t 'rleans 
merchanU. Address SMITH, care this office. 13-16-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN \ COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK. Postofficc Box 69, New Orlcan^ La. 

,. «a-33-9r 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OhC 
^^ manager of a sugar planutlon. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address E. C MARSHALL, Cheneyrille. La. 
^ "-y-97» 



WANTED— By a youngJady of several years' ex- 
perience, position on a plantation or elsewhere in 
country, as governess; English, Latin and music; best 
qualifications; highest recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z, care Planter. 13-3^ 

ANTED — A positimi ss manager on a sugar 
plantation for 1898. by a pracucal cultivator oi 
large experience, who csn furnish best references. Ad- 
dress B, care of Tke Chtef, Donaldsonville, La. 

"-3-97 



WANTED -S' IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for 1898 on 
Elantation. as manager or assistant or time and book- 
eeper; experienced, and can give good referefce. Ad- 
dress J. E. W. DAVIS, McCall, La. 13-4-97 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN^ 
by sober, honest and capable man, who under- 
stands his bueiness. Address HUSTLER, iioo Dante 



street. New Orieans, La. 



13-8-97 



WANTED-A YOUNG FRENCHMAN, 34. 
years of age. desires a position in a sugar house 
or mechanical construction shops. Has had experience 
as mechanic In France and in the most important sugar 
houses in Cuba. Address M. N., this office. 10-33 97. 



A Good Second-Hand Mill, 5 or 5>4 
feet, with Gearing 34 to 36 inches. State 
terms of sale. Address 

, Care LOUISIANA PLANTER. 

NEW OBUBANS. 
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DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR, RICE AND OTHER AGRICOLTURAJ . INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. 



Vol. 



NEW ORIiEANS, LA., MARCH 19, 1898. 



No. 11. 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

AMD 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 
imri§iatm Sugar ManHn' M$9oeiafion, 
i9cmi9ion Bmn^ Sugar RlaaHr^' A99Qeiatio/i, 
Uumiaaa Sugar ChmnM^' M9$oeiaihn, 
HBtfifot Sugar Orowr9' A$9ociation, 
7§J^a$ Sugar PlanHrn' M99oeiatIon. 
PBblMMd at New Orleans, X«e., evecy Satorday Homing 

BT TSB 

LOUISIANA PLANTBR AND 8UQAR 

MANUFACTURBR CO. 

* 

Devoted to Itoalelana Agricoltore In generml, and to 
'%e Sugar Induetry in particalar, and In all *' 
braachesy Agrlcnltunj, Mechanical, Chem 



tiM Sugar Induetry in particalar, and In all iu 
•- • — » — '-"Jt ttf ij^ f — • — * — ' '^* 

cal and 
BorroAiAL comrs: 



nches. Agric 

Icml, Polltlca] and Commercial. 



W, C. STUBBS, Ph. D, W.I. THOMPSON. 

W, W. PUOH. JOHN DYMOND. 

Baiered at the Poftoffice at New Orleana ae second- data 
mall matter, July 7, 1888. 

TteBS of Sabecrlpdoa (Including poilage) J$3 00 

Pereign SvDecripllon..^...^................^ .'. 4 00 

ADYSRTISINO RATSS. 



Space 


1 month 


1 tedi . 


»SS8 


a hich 


Slach 


14 60 


4hich..« 


19 00 


ilach 


23 60 


6 lnch_ 


28 00 


1 tech_. 


32 60 


• Inch... 


36 00 


9 bu^^^ 


38 00 


10 iadi 


40 00 


^i^- 


60 00 
100 00 



1 month 3 month 61 month 12 month 



t 12 60 

24 00 

36 20 

47 60 

68 76 

70 00 

81 16 

90 00 

96 00 

100 00 

160 00 

260 00 



F 18 76 

36 00 

64 10 

71 26 

88 16 

106 00 

121 76 

136 00 

142 60 

160 00 

226 00 

400 00 



I 26 00 

48 00 

72 60 

96 00 

117 60 

140 00 

162 60 

180 00 

190 00 

200 00 

300 00 

600 00 



' All commnnlcationa ehoold be addreeaed to Thb 
LqnsiAiiA PijLiiTBB. 389 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleaat, La. 



LIf T OP 

VcCall Brothers, 
lleCallALegendre, 
Leoa Oodchanz, 
itmes Teller, 
B. Lemann A Bro. 
!ieonoe Sonlat, 
Louis Bush, 
W.B.BrlckeU, 
W.CStnbbs, 
)pha Dymond, 
Dsalel Thompson, 
ifMsA Bamett, 
H, C. Warmoth, 

lock A Hokman, 
--JsRoet, 
ISlMMBSS D. MUler, 
S^mldtAZlegler, 
T.e.McLaivT, 
U S. Olark, 
J. B. Lerert, 
ofaBMon Homor, 
W.&.Bloomietd, 
W. W. Sntdlile, 
JahB8.Moon, 






ST0CKH0LDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Lnden Sonlat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Bills, 
Hero A Malhlot, 
WJ. Behan, 

^1% Moore, Jr., 
Iwards A Haabtma 
John A. Morris, 

B. H. Cnnaiagham 
R. Viterbo, 

H. C; Minor, 

C. M. Soria, 
-. L. Harris, 

H. Murphy, 

idrew Fnce, 
B. A J. Kock, 
Wm. Oarlg, 
Adolph M^er, 
A. A. Wooos, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Andertcm, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUilEea, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A. BecneL 
7. N. Pharr, 
nles J.Jacob. 



And 



/. 



Liidea$onUt, 



BZBCmiVB COmCtTTBB: 

"^ w!b. dchmidt, 
LeoiiBqsh, 
John Dymond, President. 



When Does Sugar Cane Freeze? 

The Florida Agriculturist quotes the 
subjoined paragraph from a California 
exchange under the caption of When 
Oranges Freeze, The quotation is as 
follows : 

'^ Demonstrations show that an orange con- 
tains about 10 per cent, sugar and tbat the 
juices will not congeal above 28 deg. Fahren- 
heit. The effect of freezing upon an orange 
is to burst the small sacs which enclose the 
pulp, so that the juice oozes and evaporates 
through the skin, leaving the inside dry and 
spongy. This condition Is not perceptible at 
first by the appearance of the fruit, but later 
it shrivels, and usually falls from the trees.'' 

It would be interesting to learn from 
actual experiments at just what temper- 
ature sugar canes would freeze — ^that is, 
throughout their body, so as to produce 
what we call a splitting freeze. The 
top, or bud of the cane, is very tender, 
as are also the eyes at the joints, and 
these freeze at almost any point below 
30 deg. P., sufficiently to materially in- 
jure them. Sugar cane, however, will 
survive such freezing for quite a long 
time, remaining in good condition un- 
less the weather should be so warm as 
to make the soft tops rapidly decay, or 
unless the freeze has been just sufficient 
to kill the tops and not to kill the eyes, 
and warm weather induces sprouting 
from the eyes, which rapidly injures the 
cane. In the study of the orange ques- 
tion in California, it will be seen that 
it is claimed that the juice of the orange 
will not congeal above 28 deg. P., be- 
cause of their 10 per cent, sugar content. 

As our sugar canes are even sweeter 
than this, the freezing point of the juice 
in the bodies of the canes should be still 
lower, and as a matter of fact, it has 
been found on Louisiana sugar planta- 
tions that la temperature of from 30 to 
28 deg. does not seriously injure the 
sugar cane, while a temperature of 26 
deg. F. is apt to give us a splitting 
freeze, resulting in the subsequent rapid 
deterioration of the cane. It would seem 
to us that with artilBicial freezing appa- 
ratus it would be very possible to deter- 



mine the actual temperature at which a 
splitting freeze does occur. 



The Louisiana 5u|i:ar Planters' 
Association. 

The annual meeting of this associa 
tion, held last evening at its room^ on 
Carondelet street, was very interesting 
and largely attended, among those preS' 
ent being Messrs. Emile Legendre, E. 
V. Weems, George E. Mann, Richard 
McCall, W. C. Stubbs, Kemper, Dy 
mond, Zenor, O'Neill, Soniat, East- 
wick, Breaux, Schmidt, Morgan, Bodley 
and others. President Emile Bost was 
in the chair and Secretary Dykers at 
his desk. 

On motion, the reading of tha min- 
utes of the previous meeting was dis- 
pensed with, and the names of Messrs 
H. G. Morgan, Jr., and W. L. Dearborn 
were 'proposed for membership in the 
organization, both gentlemen being 
unanimously elected. 

It being the annual meeting of the as- 
sociation, the chair announced that the re- 
ports of the officers were then in order, and 
said that he had prepared no written re- 
port himself, but would simply make a 
few remarks which would be pertinent to 
the occasion. He called attention to the 
fact that the association had not held all 
of its monthly meetings during the past 
year, the past summer and fall having 
been fu 11 of tribulations, such as those 
incident to the close health quarantine 
which had prevailed, but on those oc- 
casions when the meetings had assem- 
bled they had been very well attended 
and of a highly interesting and instruct- 
ive character. He called attention to the 
fact that there were on the rolls of the or- 
ganization 124 active members, embrac- 
ing some of the best men in the State, 
and that they should make it a point to 
increase the attendance at the meeting3 
as much as they could. He felt encour- 
aged over the present status of the as- 
sociation, and hoped it would continue 
to improve and carry on the good work 
it has done. 
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The report of Treasurer W. B. 
(Schmidt was read by the secretary, and 
gave a detailed accoant of the finances 
of the organization, which were shown 
to be in excellent shape. 

The election of officers was then pro- 
ceeded with, resulting as follows : 

President, Emile Rost; first vice 
president, Henry McCall; second vice 
president, H. C. Minor; third^ vice 
president, L. M. Soniat; treasurer, W. 
B« Schmidt; secretary, Reginald Dykers 
Executive Committee — Daniel Thomp- 
son, W. C. Stubbs, W. B. Schmidt, 
John N. Pharr, John Dymond. 

The previous incumbents were re- 
elected in each case, and Mr. L. C. 
Keever, whose death left a vacancy on 
the executive committee, was replaced 
thereon by Mr. John Dymond, who was 
nominated to fill the vacancy by Mr. 
W. B. Schmidt. 

The regular topic of the evening, 
<'The Shaving 6t Stubble, *' was then 
taken up, and papers were presented by 
Mr. Dymond and Mr. James Mallon, 
both of which appear elsewhere in this 
issue. Mr. Mallon was unavoidably ab- 
sent and his paper was read to the meet- 
ing by the secretary. Quite an exhaust- 
ive discussion of the subject of stubble 
shaving then ensued, which was parti- 
cipated in by Messrs. Stubbs, Dymond, 
Richard McCall, Mann, Zenor, O'Neill, 
Soniat and others. 

At the conclusion of the discussion 
Col. G. G. Zenor brought up the ques- 
tion of having the association offer a 
reward for the invention of a successful 
cane harvester, this course having been 
pursued once before by the organization 
in the hope of stimulating inventive 
genius in this direction. Colonel Zenor 
thought that the amount previously 
offered — $1000, was too small, and 
moved that a reward of $10,000 be 
offered for the perfection of a success- 
ful device for the harvesting of sugar 
cane. This motion was amended to the 
effect that the association offer a reward 
of $2000 for such a device, its merits to 
be passed upon by a committee com- 
posed of members of the association, 
ftnd was adopted in this shape. 

Mr. W. P. Pinckard, *who was pres- 
ent, was then invited by the chair to 
explain to the meeting the merits and 
operation of the Kitson Hydro Carbon 
light, two of which had kindly been in- 
stalled by him in the hall, and illumi- 



nated it to a remarkable degree of brill- 
iancy. Mr. Pinckard described in a 
very interesting way the method by 
which a light of such high power, 800 
C. P., was generated from ordinary 
headlight oil, consuming only about one 
gallon in sixteen hours for each light. 
His remarks excited much attention, as 
it was thought to be admirably adapted, 
on account of its great power and exces- 
sive cheapness, for the lighting of sugar 
houses.. 

The selection of a topic for discussion 
at the next meeting was left to the pres- 
ident, and the association adjourned. 



The Crop Situation; 

A repetition of the frequent rains of 
the last few weeks again occurred this 
week throughout the sugar district, 
though not to so great an extent, the last 
few days being dry, with a more spring- 
like temperature than we have hitherto 
experienced. Field operations, while 
seriously retarded by the weather, can 
scarcely be called backward, taking the 
sugar district in its entirety, though in 
some localities a great deal remains to 
be done. A short period of good weather 
would accomplish much and permit those 
who are backward to finish their plant- 
ing in good season. 



Some Old Sugar Data. 

In this issue of The LomsiANA 
Planter will be found some data col- 
lated from an old book by our esteemed 
Avoyelles correspondent. As Mr. D. B. 
Worden, the author of the book, was 
once United States Consul in Paris, 
what he says of us in 1819 would seem 
to be somewhat authoritative, and espe- 
cially so as his statements were doubt- 
less affected by his residence in Paris, 
where such a constant interest was 
maintained in Louisiana affairs. 

In reading the article what strikes 
oue now is the northerly limits given 
to the sugar industry. Shortly before 
the war there was a sugar plantation in 
full operation near Natchitoches, but for 
a generation nothing has been done in 
sugar cane there, the all-absorbing cot- 
ton crop having driven all others from 
the field. Pour-cent cotton may again 
carry the sugar industry higher up the 
valley of the Red river and Natchi- 
toches sugar again become a leading 
article in the market. 

A novel statement, and perhaps a true 



one, is that the higher temperatures of 
the waters of Red river especially fa- 
vored the growth of sugar cane in that 
valley, and particularly in the months 
of May and June. There has always 
seemed to be some magic fertility in the 
alluvial lands of the Red river valley, 
and if cotton culture becomes unprofita- 
ble and cane culture be sustained we 
should" prophesy continuous fields of 
waving cane from Avoyelles to Natchi- 
toches. Nous perrons. 



A Sugar Factory at Rayne. 

Through the earnest efforts of the 
mayor of Rayne, Hon. B. Daboval, Jr., 
a corporation has been organized in that 
town for the erection of a sugar factory, 
and as a considerable quantity of sugar 
cane is now growing in the vicinity of 
Rayne, and as it is expected to plant still 
larger areas, the proposed sugar factory 
promises to be a good investment for 
the enterprising people of that town. 
We sincerely* hope that their highest an- 
ticipations will be realize 1. 



Profit in Sugar Cane. 

The newspapers along the gulf coast, 
Florida to Texas, occasionally have 
articles concerning the immense profit 
in sugar cane, and some of these are 
quite misleading and possibly injurious, 
although the writers doubtless believe 
they are benefiting the sugar cane indus- 
try by their statements. 

In the Bartow (Fla.) Courier Inform- 
ant a statement is made that Mr. A. C. 
Potter made 570 gallons of fine syrup 
and two barrels of crude sugar from 
cane which grew on one and a half acres 
of pine land. It is now becoming a well 
established fact that canes that are 
grown on pine lands are of high sac- 
charine content and will produce a lai^ 
quantity of syrup and sugar* The error 
in the statement of this particular writer, 
however, lies in the fact that he esti- 
mates the value of 570 gallons of fine 
syrup at $285, or at 50 cents per gallon. 
A few gallons of syrup might be retailed 
in the immediate locality at 50 cents per 
gallon, but if this syrup were throwu 
upon the open market anywhere it 
would probably not realize over 20 cents 
per gallon, or say $114, which would 
still be a. remarkably fine result and 
sufficiently great to bring considerable 
attention to the statement. It would 
seem unwise to exaggerate the value of 
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these articles by giving the extreme re- 
tail price when it is an admitted fact 
that the fertility of our Southern soils and 
the wonderful advantages of our climate 
in the way of sunshine and rainfall are 
finch as to produce many of these trop- 
ical crops in great luxuriance. We can 
dispense with any such yield as $300 
from an acre and a half of pine land 
^and still hold iBirst place in agricultnral 
results. 



Sugar Beets in Illinois. 

On the 25th ultimo there was held at 
Champaign, 111., a convention of the 
farmers of Illinois, in the interest of the 
sugar beet industry as a sequence of a 
large Farmers' Institute meeting, which 
had been going on some days in the 
rooms of the university. From the 
Champaign OazettSy of February 25, we 
publish the proceedings of this conven- 
tion in another column in this paper. 
It is interesting to recall the fact that 

. less than twenty years ago it was at this 
same university that experiments were 
made by some of its professors in the 
direction of manufacturing sugar from 
sorghum cane. Sufficient success in the 
manufacture was then realized to lead 
to continuing interest in this mysterious 
fmd refractory sugar plant until its final 
failure in Kansas. We have always had 
hopes that the sorghum plant could be 
subdued and made to yield its high per- 

.eentage of sugar without the inci- 
dental difficnlties and great cost that 
have attached to the process thus far. 
We believe it was Professors Weber 
and Scovill who had the sorghum exper- 
iments in hand, and in Louisiana we 
have always had a kindly feeling toward 
these co-workers of ours in the 
development of sugar plants. That 
the spirit of enterprise in sugar direc- 
tions should again develop in the same 

• university was certainly in the nature of 
things, and now that the sugar beet, a 
much more docile plant, is under con- 

.aideratiou, we have every reason to be- 
lieve that the farmers of Illinois can 
now easily secure the success in sugar 

' manufacture in which they failed some 
twenty years ago. 
We might .here refer to the fact that 

. it was at Ghatsworth, 111., that the hrst 

' experiment in the West in beet sagar 
production was made about a generation 
ago. Its failure there at that time was 
attributed to a lack of water supply. 



Looking back to the experiments from our 
more modern point of view, it would 
now seem 'that this doubtless was but 
one of the many difficulties incident to 
the introduction of such a complex in- 
dustry into a new country where no one 
was familiar with it. Our Western 
pioneers in the beet feugar industry have 
now solved all of the main problems in- 
volved and successful beet manufacture 
is now no more difficult than the suc- 
cessful manufacture of cane sugar. 



Egyptian Sugar. 

Mr. Penfield, late Consul General in 
Cairo, in writing concerning Egypt, says 
that sugar cane can there be cultivated 
to a very large extent, probably far 
greater than anything thus far done in 
this staple, although this country has 
imported some $4,000,000 worth of the 
sugar during each of the last two years. 

The capacity of the valley of the Nile 
for the production of sugar cane and 
gi*ain is simply enormous, and Mr. Pen- 
field anticipates the entry of Egypt into 
the markets of the world as a serious 
competitor in the production of the 
world's food and clothing. 



Trade Notes. 



Steel Ralls.— Elsewhere in this issue will 
be fonnd an advertisement inserted by the 
McCall Bros. P. and M. Company, Limited, 
in which they say they are in the mar Ice t 
for some steel rails, good second-hand or 
new, with fastenings and splices. A chance 
is here presented for some of our friends who 
have rails to sell, but do not let people know 
it by advertising, to make a sale, the advertis- 
ing having been done for them by Mr. McCall. 
We scarcely know whether to call this an object 
lesson or a rebuke, but we hope it will have a 
salutary effect. 

American Tool and nachloe Company.— 

M. H. Barker, the j^neral manager of the 
American Tool and Machine Company, Boston, 
Mass., after a very pleasant visit^here. Left last 
lliursday to close several large contracts for 
centrifugal machines in the beet factories of 
California and New Mexico. 

He came South in the interest of his com- 
pany, who have, during the past ten years, 
made a special study of and expended much 
time and money in improving the Weston 
machine and bringing It up to its present state 
of perfection. They are constructed from 
seleQtftd materials, (*jurefrlly tested, accurately 
ilnlshed and fully warranted throughout. 
This machine, he says, can be brought from a 
state of rest to full speed in a shorter space of 
time and with an expenditure of much less 
power than any other machine heretofore de- 
signed. 



The ** Weston " centrifugal is renowned for 
the excellence of Its product, which is due to 
the short time required to bring the machine 
from a state of rest to full speed. This, to- 
gether with the Improved method of hanging, 
the self- balancing feature, the great stability 
of the basket, the self-olIlng arrangement, the 
simplicity and durability of construction are 
features that demand the attention of pros- 
pective purchasers. 

Messrs. Glbbens & Stream, the enterprising 
and progressive machinery dealers of this city, 
are to be congratulated upon being appointed 
by the American Tool and Machine Company 
as their general agents for thl^ section, and 
they will cheerfully answer all Interrogatories 
and furnish any Information that may be re- 
quired. 

The Living Age. 

The Living Age needs but to be read to be 
appreciated. Elevating, entertaining and In- 
structive, It embraces every department of 
literature. Including some of the best fiction 
of the day and poetry, and contains something 
for every variety of taste. 

The contents of Its February Issues Is sug- 
gestive of Its wide scope and great value. It 
Is indeed Invaluable to one who has neither 
time nor opportunity for scanning all the 
magazines, but who is desirous of keeping 
abreast of the literary current. 

Most of its articles are of great present In- 
terest, as well as of permanent value, yet they 
can be obtained In no other way except by 
subscribing direct for the periodicals in which 
they originally appear, and these are many 
and various, comprising not only those of 
Qreat Britain, but many of France, Germany, 
Spain and other continental sources. 

The Living Age Is published weekly at $6 a 
year by the Livino Aob Co., Boston. Send 
16 cents for a sample copy and special offer to 
new subscribers. 



Mr. B. W. Boland, of Birmingham, Ala., 
president of the Birmingham Machine And 
Foundry Company, which has captured con- 
tracts for a great many milling plants In Lou - 
Islana, was In the city during the past few 
days, and stopped at the Grunewald during 
his stay. 

Mr. W. J. O'Nell was engli>eer during the 
past campaign at the fine Raceland factory of 
Mr. Leon Grodchaux, In Lafourehe parish. 
Mr. O^Neil stands high 1x1 his profession, as is 
evidenced by his selection to handle the me- 
chanical deplurtment of such an immense house 
as Baceland. 

Mr. Theophile Gtentel had charge of the 
boiling department during the recent grinding 
season at the Golden Ranch place of Mr. John 
R. Gheens. Mr. Gentel has held an excellent 
record during his experience as a sugar boiler 
In this State. 

Mr. Louis Dill was, as usual, engineer and 
sugar boiler combined on the Oakley planta- 
tion of the Oakley Plantation and . Manufact- 
uring Company, • near Albemarle. Mr. Dili 
has been several years on Oakley, and a man 
has to be a good one to pass the critical 
Inspection of Manager MalhloL 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Ascension. 

[Special OorrespoDdence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: There is no let-np 
in the programme of variegated weather, the 
sequence of oool, fair, mild, clear, clondy and 
rainj days following in almost regular rou- 
tine, and very few planters have been able to 
make any appreciable headway in cane plant- 
ing during the past week. Belle Helene has 
ten days' work of this Idnd yet to do, and 
there are a few other places quite as backward 
with the campaign. 

Planting was tinished on Messrs. Bernard 
Lemann & Brother's Palo Alto plantation on 
the 24th of February, and Assistant Manager 
Estere Hidalgo is authority for the statement 
that the seed was all sound and that the sup- 
ply was n^ore than sufficient to meet the re- 
quirements of the Palo Alto fields. 

At Belle Terre, also the property of the 
Messrs. Lemann, Manager J. Elphege LeBlanc 
had two days' planting yet in prospect at the 
beginning of this week, and hopes to be fortu- 
nate enough to get through with it before 
another rain comes. He has plenty of seed 
and will have 250 acres of plant cane for the 
coming crop. As the weather has been against 
him so far as planting cane is concerned, he 
took advantage of the opportunity to put 100 
acres of com in the ground. 

The bad state of. the public roads in several 
places near Donaldsonville, particularly where 
new levees have been built, helps to discour- 
age planters and managers from coming to 
town, hence details of plantation work are not 
plentiful or easy to obtain. 

The work of tearing things to pieces has 
been inaugurated in Belle Helene factory, pre- 
paratory to the putting in of the new mill, 
doable effects and other equipment that is to 
raise the productive capacity of the establish- 
ment very materially when the time for taking 
off the next sugar crop rolls around. 

The serious illness of Chief Engineer J. C. 
Riley, of Belle Alliance, Is a source of much 
regret to all who know him, and the hope is 
general that he may soon recover. He has be- 
come such a fixture at Belle Alliance factory 
that the place hardly seems the same without 
him. 

A new board of directors for the Mississippi 
& Lafourche Railway was elected at a meeting 
of the stockholders held on Tuesday, the body 
consisting of Messrs. J. P. Kock and U. B. 
Dutcas, of Assumption; E. B. LaPice, of St; 
James; R. W. Edwards and R. McOnlloh, of 
Donaldsonville. These gentlemen were chosen 
by unanimous vote, and their selection augurs 
favorably for the prosperity of the company 
and the probable early extension of the road 
to Napoleonville, if not to the contemplated 
connection with the Southern Pacific line in 
the parish of Lafourche. The affairs of the 
company are now in better shape than at any 
time since its organization, and the fact that 
Messrs. J. P. Kock and S. Prejean have en- 
tered into an agreement to put the five miles 
of completed track in firet-olass order is an 
eatneat of the bona fide intention to maintain 
this road as a wsmavent iattitutlea. At a 



meeting of the new directory held immediately 
after the adjournment of the stockholders' 
session, Mr. J. P. Kock was eletsted president 
of the company, Mr. R. W. Edwards, vice 
president and general manager, and Mr. R. 
McCulloh, secretary and treasurer. If ex- 
tended down Bayou Lafourche in accordance 
with the plans of the projectors, this little 
railroad will become an important factor in 
promoting the sugar industry in that won- 
drously fertile and prolific section of the cane 
growing portion of Louisiana, and if the 
planters of the Lafburche valley have a proper 
appreciation of their own manifest interest in 
the matter they will do all that lies in their 
power to foster and encourage the enterprise. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[ Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
not been favorable for field work during the 
past week, for the bright, clear days hardly 
remain with us long enough to get the ground 
in shape when another rain comes along and 
stops everything but expense. The weather 
bureau's cold wave threat of last week was 
side-tracked somewhere above, for only in the 
most exposed places was there a trace of ice 
No cane planting of any consequence was lic- 
complished, and but very little corn was plant- 
ed. The breaking out of old stubble lands 
preparatory to planting com was resumed 
Wednesday morning, and at this writing it 
looks as though much would be accomplished. 
We have heard one complaint from the lower 
end of the parish to the effect that cane plant- 
ed since rolling was not promising well, other- 
wise all seem satisfied. 

The river on February 17 read twenty-six 
feet and nine and one-half inches on the gauge 
at Plaquemine, but since that date it has de- 
clined over nine feet and is still falling. The 
rainfall for the month of February was 4.98 
inches, the maximum temperature 80 deg. and 
the minimum 31 deg. In this respect the 
month was far above the same month of the 
two preceding years. 

That the condition and standing of the sugar 
planter has materially improved was evidenced 
this week by a contract for machinery, in 
which the payments were divided, one going 
over till December, 1899. Heretofore con- 
tractors have required the money at the end of 
the year for the deferred payment, and many 
planters were forced either to put up ma- 
chinery of small capacity or get city endorse- 
ments, but not so now— it is all the time you 
want — interest from 6 to 8 per cent., and some 
extensive improvements may be looked for. 

Cane planting at Evergreen was finished a 
month since, and everything was ready last 
Monday to start planting corn, when the rain 
intervened, and it was Wednesday before 
things got under way again. A tenant has 
taken hold of the land in the edge of the 
woods uid will make a large clearing this 
year. Mr. Eli Laville, of Plaquemine, the 
popular manager of this fine place, has in view 
the two million line, and will not be satisfied 
imtil it Hi reached, erren if it takes several sea- 
sons. 



A few days* planting yet remtins at lie 
plantations of the J. Supple Sons Plaobfaig 
Company, Limited. Among the improve** 
ments contemplated for the Catherine sugar 
house is a new vacuum pan. as the one now in 
use was found to be inadequate last season. 

The ramps now required for planters to 
successfully haul crops, etc., over their levate 
are quite extensive and expensive affairs, the 
costs running up into the hundreds. It is not 
every planter who feels able to build one, and 
the railroads are finding out that levees beiie« 
fit them in more ways than one. 

No meeting of the police jury was held last 
Monday for want of a quorum. A special 
meeting, however, has been called for next 
Tuesday to consider matters of great moment 
to a large part of the parish, and affecting tlie 
interests of numerous planters— the threatened 
stopi>age of the drainage into Bayou 'Plaque- 
mine. 

The A. P. Allaln tract on Bayou Maringouln, 
containing 100 acres, will be sold by the sheriff 
on the 19th inst. Ibbrvillb. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The manner u 
which vegetation generally is putting forth, 
coupled with the warm, balmy days now pr^ 
vailing, would seem to indicate that sprtflg 
has set in in earnest, notwithstanding the fact 
that thin ice is said to have been seen in this 
vicinity last Saturday morning. The weather, 
however, is not satisfactory in that we are hav- 
ing too much rain, which interferes serionsiy 
with plantation work. The ground is thor- 
oughly soaked. Before the water from om 
rain is absorbed, another shower falls, making 
it impossible to do satisfactory field work, par- 
ticularly in the matter of planting cane. To 
illustrate the variability of the weather: Liit 
Sunday was a beautifully clear day, with notti- 
ing to indicate a change In the near future. 
Monday morning was ushered in with a rain, 
which continued until 10 o^clock a. m., putdag 
a quietus on field work for the day. Indeed, 
little or nothing was done Tuesday. This 
(Wednesday) morning the work of planting 
was resumed, but the weather is so fickle mote 
rain may fall ere night. Apropos of wet 
weather, there is a growing conviction among 
our 'planters that rains are infinitely more in- 
jurious to plant and stubble than severe cold. 
A month ago, so far as could be seen, plant 
and stubble were in splendid condition. De- 
day considerable defective seed is found, par- 
ticularly in black land. As we have had little 
or no cold this winter, the conclusion is irre- 
sistible that whatever injury the cane has sus- 
tained has been wrought by ndn and not by 
low temperature. 

Still, the situation is by no means discourag- 
ing. On the contrary, one of the most sno- 
cessful planters in the parish remarked to tbe 
writer a few days ago that, taking things by 
and large, he considered existing oond1ti<ttS 
niore favorable and promising than any ff^ 
experienced since 1890, which was a phenam- 
enally good crop year, despite the dlsastroai 
overfiows that affected portions of thesaf*r 
Iwlt; 
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'^t^ eventi, our pUnten are yery hopeful 
aad «re strahihiij^ every pohit to turn out big 
orops next fall. While material improvements 
w0re added to several of our local factories in 
18ft7, it seems quite certain that the good work 
of improving will be oontinued tiiis year. In 
addition to the probable betterments at Smith- 
floldv mentioned last week, Cinclare will put In 
more machinery and otherwise enlarge its 
capacity, while Poplar Grove will construct a 
tramroad, on which the plantation as well as 
boi^t cane will be conveyed to the factory. 
Mr. David Devall has contracted for a new 
vacuum pan, and another planter, who has 
heretofore refused to purchase cane, is seri- 
ously thinking of making such additions to his 
plant as will enable him to handle cane other 
than that grown on his own plantation. From 
all of which it will be seen that, while there is 
no " boom '* here, our planters are making 
every effort to reap the full benefits of the 
present sugar tariff. That their fondest ex- 
pectations may be realized is the earnest hope 
of West BatoK Rouge. 



Assumption. 



[Special CorretpondeDce.1 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The meteorologi- 
cal conditions have been very vexing for the 
week just ended, and particularly to those who 
have not yet finished planting cane. We have 
had rain, and just about the time the planter 
was about to congratulate himself on being 
able to resume planting operations on the 
morrow, a rain would intervene and disap- 
point him. To-day, when all were in hopes 
of starting to plant, a slow rain set in, and all 
hopes of planting must be postponed for a 
day or two. 

However, as a rule, planters are weli up 
with their work, and a few weeks of dry 
weather will see all of the cane planted, and 
the greater part of the com. Those who have 
not planted com are rather disposed to re- 
joloe^ as the weather has not been propitious 
for that in the ground. 

The stubble seems none the worse for the 
rains, and is putting out vigorously, promising 
to he a fine stand. The cane first planted is 
oojning up, but not as rapidly as we would 
like to see it. One of our farmers told me 
that he was afrali he would have too much 
plant cane on the row, as he had thought that 
the cane was bad and piled it in; much to his 
joy he finds that it is coming up very thick. 
This complaint (as to the anticipated thick- 
ness of stand) does not seem to be very wide- 
spread. 

We daily hear of improvements, new ma- 
ehineiy , ki contemplation or already contracted 
for. The Messrs. Lemann on Belle Terre are 
putting in a new set of mlils. The Whitneys 
are doing this work. The disposition this 
yetf is to give the contracts out at an early date. 
Ail of the foundry men report an active mar- 
ket in their lines, and seem satisfied that they 
will have enough work to keep them agoing. 
Tliefall in the bayou is rather discouraging to 
the rice planters, but it is more than probable 
that ano^er rise later will give them ample 
water for legating purposes. Of course they 
can irrigate by pumping, but this adds quite an 



item to the expense account. Muob attention 
is being paid to rice in Assumption, and out on 
Grand Bayou it bids fair to become an impor- 
tant industry. If we can thus diver^y our in- 
dustries, so that all will not depend on the suc- 
cess or failure of one crop, the people will be 
the better off. 

There seems to t>e an air of confidence 
abroad, that has even reached the agricultural 
population, and the man with *^ the blues '^ 
has become, to use an expressive but slang 
phrase, a back number in the community. 

The condition of the public roads shows the 
amount of bad weather that we have had, and 
wherever there have been new levees built the 
roads are in a deplorable state. The plan 
suggested by Mr. Bentley, of Ascension, is a 
good one, and means should be obtained for 
carrying it out practically. When levee 
boards destroy a good road, the contractor 
should be made to put the new road made 
necessary in good order. We do not mean at 
his individual expense, but at the cost of the 
boards. If legislation is necessary to accom- 
plish this it should be obtained at the next 
session of the Legislature. It is much easier 
for the contractors to do it, and do it prompt- 
ly, than to wait for the roads to get bad before 
working them. 

The fiower gardens with roses in luxuriant 
bloom suggest more the month of April than 
that of March. I was shown a sweet pepper 
plant the other day that although unprotected 
had Survived the winter. It is not often that 
we have as mild a winter as we have experi- 
enced this year. Notwithstanding the old say- 
ing that " mild winters make full rivers,"' this 
does not seem to be true of the present one, 
for the waters are falling all the way up, and 
there is at present at least no danger of high 
water More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondence. J , 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Certainly this sea- 
son has been one of the most perplexing and 
unsatisfactory remembered by the oldest in- 
habitants, as the rains in this section have 
fallen in a manner such that the lands have 
been too moist to do really good work since 
the commencement of the year. Quantities of 
cane have been planted, yet the land has never 
been in a desirable condition. 

With favorable weather from now on, it 
will require some time and carefnl preparation 
to secure the desired tilth, without which 
neither cane or com can develop rapidly when 
the weather becomes warm, and root ramifi- 
cation should be abundant. With some the 
weather has been more unpropitions than with 
others, and even at the present writing in 
some sections of the parish the land is entirely 
too wet to plant. Should the weather prove 
favorable some planters will end the operation 
of seeding the cane areas this week, and others 
again are not more than half through, and it 
will be after the middle of the month before 
planting will close. 

Thus far the area planted in com is very 
limited, bt^t those who have finished planting 
cane will this week plant as much sa cirotim- 
stances will permit. 



From the present indioatloAS 41ie prondsefor 
a good stand of mtoona U above the average— 
even second year stubble in places now mark 
the rows nicely and the stumps examined 
where there are no sprouts above ground have 
sound eyes, some not yet pointed. Plaateis 
now have so much to do that the probabilitiea 
are the proper preparation of the com land 
will be somewhat neglected to the very serious 
detriment of the crop later, and necesaitatiag 
extra work just when the cane crop will de- 
mand attention. Thorough preparation prior 
to planting will save work later. One of the 
best crops of com seen by the writer last year 
was made with one thorough working after 
the com was from six to eight inches high. 
Contrary to the general practice the com was 
well moulded with the single plow (no hoe 
work done;, after which the middles were 
ploughed out with the doyble plow. The 
pease were planted and then nicely covered 
with a wheel disk cultivator. The land was 
somewhat new, and the season was favorable. 
Latterly the John T. Moore Planting Com- 
pany, Limited, has been formed, and the fine 
Waubun estate will be conducted under the 
above-named title. The company is composed 
of John T. Moore, John T. Moore, Jr., Charles 
V. Moore, and Mrs. Julia Moore,, wife of John 
T. Moore; president, John T. Moore; vice 
president, John T. Moore, Jr.; secretary, 
Charles V. Moore. 

Wednesday of last week was showery, with 
strong, cold wind at night; Thursday, cloudy, 
with cold winds; Friday, variable; Saturday, 
fresh and fair; Sunday, bright and cold; Mon- 
day, showers in the morning and cloudy in the 
afternoon; Tuesday, cloudy and cool, and 
Wednesday, favorable. 

The official weather report from Schriever 
is as follows : 

Temperature. Rainfall. Sanshlne 

February 28....tf5.0 48.8 

March 1 70.0 41.8 

" 2 73.6 48.6 .10 

" 3 64.8 40.3 .76 

" 4 51.9 35.4 

" 5 61.4 84.0 

** 6 67.9 35.8 



65.0 39.0 



.86 
TSRRKBONMB. 



Vermilion. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: There has been 
but little change in the conditions of the 
weather since my last report. We still have an 
abundance of rain, which keeps all farm work 
at a standstill. The farmers are but little 
further adviuaced than they were ten days ago, 
and with the present prevailing rains the gen- 
eral crops will be at least three weeks late. 
The cane crop is in a l>etter condition than any 
other and promises to be, with favorable 
weather in the summer, all that could be asked 
for. 

Work is progressing nicely on all of the irri* 
gating canals in the parish. The Hall canal, 
at Lake Arthur, is nearing completion, the 
Hall and Slutz canal, of lower Bayou Ver- 
milion, is well advanced, and the extension of 
the Gueydan canal will be started in a few days 
and pushed to a finish. 
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Mr. O. M. NllBon, of the Perry plantation, 
haB parchased the old triple effects lo the Rose 
Hill refinery and Is haying them torn down 
and removed. 

Mr. £. N. Cornay, editor of the Sugar Btli 
Vindicator of Franklin, . was in Abbeville this 
week. 

Mr. Walter O'Neill a prominent sugar 
planter of St. Mary, was looking at the Ver- 
milion country the- first of the week. 

Mr. J. A. Thornton, of Baldwin, and wife, 
have been spending a few days In Vermilion. 
Mr. Thornton Is one of those sugar planters 
that bell<)ve8 in Louisiana for Loulsianlans. 

Mr. Gabriel Gardemal, who Is Identified with 
t^e sugar Interest of St. Martin, paid Vermilion 
his first visit a few days ago. He was accom- 
panied by Mr. Boyd Dugas, a sugar planter of 
the same parish. 

Mr. I>. J. Reid, ex-sheriff of Calcasieu, was 
over from Lake Charles recently. 

Mr. C. C. Duson, of Crowley, and the real- 
estate hustler of Acadia parish, spent last Sun- 
day night In Abbeville. Mr. Duson Is too 
, well known to call for any remarks. He In- 
formed The Planter correspondent that the 
rice crop In his parish would be greatly in- 
creased this season and that by aid of the net- 
work of canals that is being put in, the yield 
would doubtless be large. Mr. Duson was 
accompanied over by Mr. F. C. Labit, the effi- 
cient postmaster of Crowley. 

Mr. Solomon Wise, one of the largest real 
estate dealers in Vermilion, and who is also 
largely interested in sugar, is in New Orleans 
this week transacting business. 

Mr. R. H. Washburn, a well-known banker 
of South Louisiana, Is In Vermilion at present 
looking after his business interest. He will 
likely purchase some sugar property in the 
parish before leaving. 

The stockholders of the Bank of Abbeville, 
voted an increase in the capital stock a few 
days ago from $16,000 to $40,000. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Oorrespondence.] 

Editor LouiBiana Planter: At the present 
moment the planters are waiting and watch- 
ing for a period of fair weather to come on 
and fit the land so it may be prepared for 
bringing cane planting to an end for this sea- 
son. 

So far, March has proved proverbially 
stormy, cold and disagreeable. On the 3d 
and 4th we had heavy frost and some 
ce, with the mercury barely down to the 
freezing point. The ice which formed was 
very thin. Fortunately, the air was dry, blow- 
ing cold from the north, therefore fruit and 
early vegetables were not seriously Injured. 

The weather growing warmer on the 5th 
and 6th, brought about a heavy rain on the 
morning of the 7th Inst., with warmer and 
clearing weather by noon, leaving the ground 
very wet, causing further delays to planting. 

The Planter's correspondent boarded the 
south -bound train over the Alexandria branch 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad on the morn- 
ing of the 6th Inst, for Barbreck and St. Pe- 
ters. Arriving at Barbreck I was not long in 



finding my way to St. Peters, where It was my 
good fortune to find in the oflSce Mr. Wllker- 
son just returned from the field, and Mr. Aug. 
Lesseps, the worthy president of the Augusta 
Sugar Manufacturing Company, Limited, and 
at the time In charge of the new!y acquired 
St. Peters property. Atter a pleasant breath- 
ing spell, Mr. Lesseps took charge of The 
Planter's scribe, conversing on various 
topics, and calling in the afternoon on Mr. 
Henry Shaw, the manager of Barbreck planta- 
tion. 

Mr. Lesseps placed at my disposal the fol- 
lowing interesting data and facts relative to 
the new company now possessing the St. Peters 
plantation. 

The new organization Is composed of some 
of the foremost cane planters and sugar manu- 
facturers of St. Mary. In reality, it may be 
said to be a truly representative St. Mary 
planting and sugar manufacturing company, 
limited, with Mr. Aus:. Lesseps as president, 
Mr. A. M. Underwood vice president, Mr. 
Philip H. Metz as secretary, Mr. J. M. Bur- 
guieres treasurer. The Augusta Sugar Manu- 
facturing Company, Limited, In possession of 
the St. Peters plantation, with the worthy pres- 
ident, Mr. Lesseps, at the helm, a new era will 
dawn not only on St. Peters plantation, but to 
the whole surrounding country alike. 

Mr. Lesseps informed me that *' the pros- 
pects are that there will be a mill and complete 
house finished this season on the place for the 
manufacture of syrup.'' But of this notes 
will be made at some opportune date later In 
the season ; here I l>eg to state that the Au- 
gusta Sugar Company, Limited, Is named In 
honor of Mrs. Augusta Lesseps, who, with 
her husband, Mr. Aug. Lesseps, the first pres- 
ident of the newly organized company, will 
ere long move to and make their home on St. 
Peters. A greeting awaits their coming. 

Progress is to be the word with this new 
enterprise. # 

Speaking of the crops being planted on St. 
Peters this season, Mr. Lesseps Informed me 
that there would be about 175 acres of plant 
cane and 200 acres of first year's stubble. In 
regard to the stubble on the place it was all 
Al. A large acreage will be planted to com 
and pease, and some Hye acres of sorghum for 
forage. Special attention will be given to 
drainage and bridges, the improvement of the 
soil, buildings, etc., and of which, as the sea- 
son grows, notes will be given the readers of 
The Planter. 

Mr. Henry Shaw, Barbreck's popular mana- 
ger, kindly handed The Planter's scribe 
some planting notes. They will have in plant 
cane 225 acres; first year's stubble, 230 acres; 
corn and pease, 300 acres; oats, 50 acres; sor- 
ghum, 5 acres. The remainder of the place, 
consisting of several hundred acres, is rented 
to tenants, and will be planted to corn, cotton 
and pease. The seed cane is good and stubble 
promising. 

Anchorage plantation, under the able man- 
agement of Mr. L. Campbell, has for this year 
seventy acres to plant cane and sixty acres of 
first year's stubble. They will plant largely 
to corn and pease. 

Mr. Phillips, Barbreck postofilce, has fifty- 



five acres to plant cane and thirty-two to fint 
year's stubble. ' He will plant a lai^e corn and "^ 
pea crop. 

Mr. W. O'Qnlnn, of Barbreck, has pat hi 
fifty acres of plant cane and has eight in first 
year's stubble, and will plant oom, pease and ' 
cotton. 

Mr. O. S. Prosser, Barbreck, starts out with 
five acres to plant cane for seed for growing 
into cane. 

Mr. Jas. Baldrige, of Barbreck, and a num« 
ber of others, all progressive farmers, are plant- 
ing some cane for obtaining seed to plant a 
cane crop next year. Erin. 



St. James — Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: A return of ap- 
parently fair weather has greatly relieved the 
planters from the distressing feeling which 
was existing last week at this time, owing to 
the very disagreeable weather prevailing at 
the time. The sun has at last succeeded In 
piercing through the dense clouds, and since 
last Thursday we have been mercifully pro- 
tected from this continual disagreeable rain- 
fall which did not desist more than two or 
three days without reappearing. Although we 
have been having a continual east wind, still it 
has not brought us any rain. 

The tillage of the soil has thus been rendered 
more easy, as it has had time to become con- 
siderably dry. 

The busy planters are now engaged in ter- 
minating their planting season, some have 
already finished, whilst others have work for 
a number of days yet, owing to an increase of 
acreage on some places, and having started 
late on others. 

Last Saturday night fire made its appear- 
ance on the Uncle Sam plantation, destroying 
the entire stablt? before it was discovered. The 
flames had made their way too considerably to 
be extinguished, and tiefore assistance could 
be had, five beautiful horses had perished— 
among which were two family horses and an 
overseer's pride, the loss of which was greatly 
regretted. 

Several applications for the establishment of 
tramways and switches are now being filed, 
and we understand that many of oursagar 
plantations will shortly boast of this additional 
improvement. 

Our popular doctor, Louis Gaudin, of Con- 
vent, La., is now having a palatial residence 
built for himself on his property adjoining the 
college. From what we see and hear we un- 
derstand that he will have all the latest im- 
provements which can possibly conduce to 
making a home comfortable, and that faothing 
will be left undone. 

St. James has again lost one of its beloved 
citizens by the death of Mr. August Servel, 
which event occurred last Wednesday at his 
residence near Gramercy. He had the repu- 
tation of being a first-class planter, and it was 
from him that the well-known Gramercy Com- 
pany purchased the part of Golden Grove 
plantation on which lies the great Gramercy 
factory. 

Smoke is seen comingfrom the Bapidan fac- 
tory smoke-stacks. We have thus concluded 
that sugars are being dried at that place. 

Convent. 
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Shaving Cane Stubbles. 

[A paper by Mr. John "Dyuoiw, read before the 
Loaiaiana Sagar Planters* Assooiation, March 
Id, 1898.] 

We are told by ante-bellum planters that they 
used to out off or chop off with the sharp hoe 
the long stabbles left in the cane fields when 
the spring work began. No particular reason 
was given for this, unless it was that the work 
was smoothed up and made more regular and 
easier for the subsequent work of cultivation. 
The idea seems to have b^en current that this 
was It good thing to do^ but no particular 
reasons were given for the work. 

As the process seems to have been recog- 
nized as a proper one, various mechanical de- 
vices other than the hoe came to be used, and 
first among these was a narrow sled, straddling 
the stubble row and moving in the bar furrows, 
across which was placed diagonally a thin 
knife, made of saw-blade steel. The oblique 
cut of this knife has s^enerally been found 
effective, and the use of this knife has had 
many adherents, and it probably continues in 
considerable use to this day. 

As this cut was a direct pull on the cane 
stubbles and sometimes pulled them out of the 
ground, and instead of making a clean cut 
sometimes split the canes, an attempt was 
made to secure a scissor-like cut, and this was 
first attempted with two knives, set diagonally 
to the sled frame and converging to the centre 
line. This did not become the success its in- 
ventor expected because of clogging at the 
point of conveyance. This led to the adoption 
of two large heavy disks, made especially 
strong to prevent breakage, because of the 
frequent contact with tree stumps, roots, etc. 
This machine became the standard and was in 
general use for a decade or two. 

There camd then upon the scone.one James 
Mallon, a gentleman whose name has become 
a household word among the sugar planters of 
Louisiana, whose disregard of the traditions of 
the past, whose knowledge of the needs of the_ 
present and whose wonderful inventive faculty 
and mechanical talent gave him a broader, 
more comprehensive and c6mpleter apprecia- 
tion of those needs and greater power to pro- 
vide for their relief than is granted to most 
men. Mr. Mallon cut the Gordian knot by 
using thin disks instead of the old heavy ones 
by using a light-wheeled frame instead of the 
old heavy sled, and by getting out a machine 
drawn and worked more easily with two mules 
than the old one was with four. This remains 
the stubble shaver of to-day, a most effective 
machine for the work to be done. 

There remains now the consideration of the 
expediency of the work that these machines 
will perform. There can be but little doubt 
that stubble shaving is per se an injurious pro- 
cess. To cut off the cane stump two or three 
inches below the ground line, at the same time 
removing the top earth and leaving the ends 
of the newly cut canes exposed to the sun and 
rain, is very rough treatment of a plant that 
we desire to force into vigorous growth. In 
fact it is now often found that under some con- 
ditions cane stubbles are very severely injured 
by shaving. The late James Cofield, for n>any 
years one of our most prominent and most 
successful sugar planters, in answer to my 



inquiry as to the expediency of shaving the 
stubbles that particular season, the winter 
having been favorable and the stubble crop 
showing up considerably in advance of the 
average season, responded that h^ would not 
shave stubble that season. He did not argue 
the case, but seemed to know instinctively 
that when the plant was already in an advanced 
state of germination the amputation of its 
upper half would result injuriously. 

Again, it has been several times found in 
my own experience that the shaving of second 
stubbles damaged the crop severely. It seemed 
that the vitality of the stubbles diminishes with 
each crop and that the shock sustained by sec- 
ond stubble in shaving it frequently, or at least 
sometimes, kills it. 

We may say it makes our hair grow to cut it, 
but we can hardly say it makes cane stubbles 
grow to cut off the top half. There must be 
some other reason for the good results that 
frequently, not always, follow stubble shaving. 
These reasons seem to me to be about these : 
As we all know our Louisiana cane fields pre- 
sent a series of high ridges and deep water 
furrows. The difference of levels between the 
top of the cane rows and the bottom of the 
water furrows frequently exceeds twelve 
inches. One heavy rain requires this arrange- 
ment to quickly dispose 6f the occasional ex- 
cess of rain. The low temperatures of January, 
February and early March prevent the rapid 
germination of the eyes on the stubbles, and in 
order to promote it we remove as much of the 
cane ridge as we can. We throw the earth 
away from the cane rows d)wn into the 
middles or water furrows and then shave off 
the top earth and part of the cane stumps. 
The result of this rough treatment of the cane 
stump is that the portion of it that is left is 
presumedly the soundest part ; it is relieved of 
its large covering of cold earth, and can more 
readily germinate, because of the more ready 
access to it of the temperature essential to 
germination. Although the treatment is 
rough, sometimes destructive, the general re- 
sult is satisfactory and stubble shaving has be- 
come an essential process in our industry. 

Let us consider some of the reasons for this. 
It was noticed long ago that canes that were 
never harvested produced better ratoons than 
canes harvested in the ordinary way. It has 
always been noticed that canes harvested early 
in the season did not ratoon as well as canes 
harvested later. The reason for this seems 
obvious. When canes are harvested ^arly the 
conditions of soil and season are such as to 
continue the growth and the cane stumps 
begin at once to send out ratoons. These, if 
they grow to any size, are killed back to the 
parent stalk by any subsequent freeze and the 
power to germinate at the point destroyed. 
Other remoter, weaker eyes may germinate 
subsequently, but such never produce good 
results. From all this comes our desire to 
delay our cane harvests until the active grow- 
ing season is past. It is essential to the pres- 
ervation of the stubbles. We then want the 
stubbles to remain dormant until the condi- 
tions of soil and season again bring about 
active growth. We promote or expedite the 
coming of this growth by removal of the sur- 



plus earth, permitting the plant^s root system 
to be affected by the heat, air and moisture^ 
thus developing new growth. In the autumn 
we do all we can to secure dormancy ; in the 
spring we do all we can to secure new growth. 

Stubble shaving is the easiest, cheapest and 
the most effective plan of doing this work in the 
spring. At one movement the rough irregular 
cane stumps arexsut off to a uniform level, all 
the top earth is removed to the same level and ' 
thus by one machine is done more than ten 
hoemen cfould do in the old way. 

Some planters will argue that hand hoeing 
or stubble digging, as we call it; is the best, 
and I am willing to admit their contention, 
but if econom} be an element in our industrial 
problem, then stubble shaving is essential. In 
successful ratoon culture the subsequent dig- 
ging by machine or by hand hoes is a separate 
problem and not before us to-night, although 
closely related to stubble shaving, which is a 
preliminary process that cheapens the whole 
work of starting the ratoon crop into its season 
of growth. For this it is essential. 



The Shaving of Stubble. 

[A paper by Mr. James Mallon» read before tbe 
Lonialana Sugar Planters' Assooiation, Mareb 
10, 1898.] 

Mr. President and Genti^emen— Accept- 
ing your kind invitation to prepare a paper on 
stubble shaving I will try in as few words as 
possible to give my experience. I have never 
experimented on deep shaving. I never be- 
lieved in it, nor do I yet believe in it. I ex- 
perimented several seasons in succession and 
found that the stubble which was shaved 
always gave the most regular stand, and was 
tne only stubble that could be cultivated with- 
out hoeing. First I would bar off as regular 
as possible, leaving the ridge about 14 to 10 
inches wide, using one of Mallon ^s latest im- 
proved shavers, kept sharp by one of Mallon^s 
latest improved grinders. I would keep the'* 
blades sharp by grinding twice a day. With 
good, sharp blades this shaver will not split 
the stubble. Shave deep enough to take all 
the grass off. 

When the ground dries a little run Mai Ion 'i 
latest improved stubble digger; run twic6 on a 
row — once each way — and before the grass gets 
a good start, run the digger again, and con- 
tinue to run it till the cane is large enough to 
stand a light dirtlng with the riding disk cul- 
tivator, with small sectional disk next the 
crop. In this way stubble can be cultivated 
well without hoeing. I believe there is a great 
deal of shaving done too deep, and I think, 
perhaps, the -reason a great deal of it is done 
is because it is so hard to get a machine to 
shave light and do good work. Shavers will 
not split stubble when run deep near as bad 
as when run light, but with my latest im- 
proved shaver, when the blades are used only 
half a day and then ground with my new im- 
proved grinder, a good edge can be kept, and 
you can shave closer to top of ground, split 
less cane, do it with less draught and with 
more ease to the operator than any other 
shaver made, and always increase the tonnage 
and cheapen cultivation. 

James Mallon. 
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FOREION LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[8pMial Corretpondeooe.] 

BSBLIN, February 19, 1898. 

Sdiior LoniHana Planter: Whilst last week 
the weather was in a certain degree in har- 
mony with the season, there has just been a 
change for the reverse and the winter reported 
a week ago has turned again into spring. 
Especially the first few days ol the week were 
warm, sunny and dry, and the little snow fallen 
previously was soon thawed away by the rays 
of the bright sun. This caused in many sec- 
tions the agriculturists to think of commencing 
their preparatory work, but the carrying out 
of such a scheme was rudely prevented by an- 
other change of the weather, which, although 
being not exactly a return to the winter, made 
all field operations for the time being imprac- 
ticable, because of the downpour of rain, ac- 
companied by raging storms. In most parts of 
beet-growing Europe the weather was not much 
different from that prevailing in this country. 
But whilst it has been a shade better in France 
it has been a trifie less satisfactory in Austria. 
In Russia, after a mild January, the weather 
has grown rather cold and inclement. As to 
the extension of beet sowings for next cam- 
paign, of course nothing definite can be so far 
reported, but there are some indications which 
may be summed up in the following way : In 
Glermany there is some discrepancy in the 
ideas of farmers and fabricants as to 
the beet prices, the former being not 
disposed to accept those offered by the latter; 
in Austria there is some hesitation on both 
sides because of the uncertainty of future leg- 
islative developments; In France the prospects 
are for the moment that about the same sur- 
face as last year will be sown, notwithstanding 
the higher prices offered for the beets as com- 
pared with last year; in Belgium a reduction 
is, as reported already in my last letter, an- 
nounced to be contemplated by the fabricants; 
in Holland, however, and in Russia, an in- 
crease of beet culture is almost certain, more 
especially in the latter country where the last 
campaign has furnished excellent results. 

As to the bounty question it seems now that 
J shall not have any further occasion to bother 
your esteemed readers with it. Advices from 
Brussels are received to the effect that on 
account of the attitude of France, who is not 
willing to renounce on her indirect bounties, 
the conference is adjourned sine die. This is by 
many persons considered as the death knell of 
the whole bounty movement. This confer- 
ence to all appearances will not ipeet at all, 
and if against expectation it would take place 
the negotiations will hardly lead to any palpa- 
ble result. The French, quite apart from the 
economical side of the question, will not join 
in such a movement because of the antag- 
onism existing between them and Qermany, 
who they believe will derive some advantage 
from it, whilst on the contrary the German 
sugar manufacturers, at least a great part of 
them, entertain much doubt as to the expedi- 
ency of the abolition of bounties, even in the 
case that all countries as a unit would vote for 
it. 



The question as to whether saccharin is in<- 
jurioQs to human health has been much dii|- 
onssed, but the public opinion has inclined of 
late more to the belief that no particular harm 
was done to the bodies of saccharin eaters. 
Recent scientific researches, however, do not 
seem to confirm this doctrine. By a prominent 
physician it has been found that saccharin is 
poisonous, and there have been observed cases 
where, after a long continued use of the stuff, 
which, for instance, is prescribed for those 
suffering of diabetes (sugar disease), decidedly 
alarming effects were produced, such as vom- 
iting, want of appetite, diarrhoea, etc., and 
which could not be accounted for but by the 
application of saccharin instead of sugar. 
The worst of it Is, that generally nobody 
knows when he is consuming saccharin, as It 
is mostly employed for sweetening llqubra and 
sweetmeats, where its presence is detected 
only by chemical analysis, whilst the public at 
large is quite unsuspicious as to t^e sweets 
offered to them by the grocers, bakers, liquor 
dealers, etc. It may be mentioned here that 
there are ll\e Saccharin factories in Germany 
and one each in France and in Switzerland; in 
England there is a saccharin corporation, 
limited. 

It is interesting to follow the statistics of 
the German Imperial Insurance for lives and 
accidents of working men, of which, with 
regard to the sugar industry, I already. In 
former years, furnished you some figures. 
There were in 1896 100,665 persons insured, 
whose salaries amounted to 44,251,469 marks. 
The number of accidents for which dam- 
ages were granted was 509, and from former 
years 2777 ca«es were carried over, but the 
number of persons who actually applied for 
damages in 1896 was 2776. The amount paid 
out to the persons having a legal and acknowl- 
edged claim for damages was 535,720 marks. 
The entire receipts of the insurance institu- 
tion, which is sustained exclusively by the con- 
tributions of the fabricants were 816,135 marks, 
while the expenditure, including the cost of ad- 
ministration reached, 737,283 marks. Of the ac- 
cidents named above fifty -three caused the 
death of the injured persons. But the institution 
does not care only for indemnifying the work- 
ing men who fall a victim to their vocation, 
but it also entertains a supervision of the fac- 
tories with the object of so controlling their 
plant and machinery that every precaution 
is taken to prevent accidents, and taere are 
also certain regulations for the work in the 
factory to' be observed by everybody having 
business in the establishment, and the leading 
persons are held accountable in case the regu- 
lations have not been enforced with due en- 
ergy and circumspection. 

The markets tills week opened in a weaken- 
ing mood, as speculation began to realize on 
March contracts. This distemper, however, 
was soon overcome, principally in consequence 
of the favorable Gkrman statistics for January, 
which distinguished itself favorably from 
January 1897 by larger export and by a 
decrease of stocks, which at that time of last 
year were still on the increase. Prices, which 
at first receded a trifle, recovered soon again, 
and closed about 7^ pfennigs higher than last 



week, actual 88 per cent, sogaes being quoted 
at last at Magdeburg at 10.10 to 10.37 marks, 
while delivery February is worth 9.S5 marks 
f . Q. b. Refined, at first quiet, became at the 
close more active, and some grades advanced 
12>^ pfennigs. Robert Hknkiq. 



Barbados. 



We are now creeping toward the general 
sugar crop season. A few more plantaticHui 
have begun operations, but the season can not 
yet be said to be in full swing. The cane 
crops are hi no way behind expectationsY and 
we must continue to harp on the familiar old 
theme that should we be blessed with favor- 
able prices we will be enabled to ride over the 
stream this time in sweet safety. The weather 
during the fortnight has been dry and favor- 
able to reaping. Our last mail edition had 
barely been through the press when a heavy 
downpour changed the general appearance 
and blighted the hopes of many a young 
pleasure-seeker, but this did not extend 
further than that night. Since then we liave 
had It dry, temperate, and, as we have already 
said, favorable to reaping till this morning, 
when a close shower fell and heavy clouds 
threatened. The nights have been breezy and 
some of the early mornings too cold for a 
thorough enjoyment. Our sugar clt>p so far 
for the season of 1898 is on the march ; Friday 
last saw prices offered at $1.60, and the 
schooner Algeria sailed the day before for St 
John^s, Newfoundland with 198 puncheons, 
30 hogsheads and 56 barrels of molasses. 
This is said to be the first shipment of mo- 
lasses for the year. — Olobe^ February 17, 



Sugar In Hawaii. 

British West India sugar planters will regard 
their competitors hi Hawaii with envy if the 
forecast of the report of the Hutchinson 
Plantation Company, published by the Wall 
Street Journal^ proves correct. This company 
Is one of the oldest sugar-planting companies 
In the Hawaiian Islands, and will (says that 
journal) close the fiscal year ending in May 
next with a smrplus of not less than $150,000 
in cash, all expenses Incidental to the coming 
crop being paid. The crop for 1898, which is 
absolutely assured, will amount to 10,000 tons 
of sugar. At $70 a ton, this would net the 
company $700,000, and, deducting the annual 
expenses of $250,000, which is about 10 per 
cent, in excess of past years, it would leave a 
net profit of $450,000. This, on 50,000 shares, 
would show a result of $9 a share. The com- 
pany. Increases, it is stated, its cultivated area 
by from 200 to 800 acres annually.— jl^nroj^on 
Mail. 



Mr. Ben. H. Pring, of Oneida plantation, on 
the upper coast, was a guest of the St. Charles 
on Wednesday. 

Mr. J. P. Snelllng, of Whitecastle. La., near 
which he has planting interests, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. Snelling 
registered at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, a prominent planter 
of Ascension parish, was a guest of the St. 
Charles during the past week. 
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BEET SUQAR. 

Eddy, New flexlco. 

The mother beets preserved \)j the sugar 
oompany for seed purposes hare been planted, 
amoonting in all to aboat seven acres. The 
success attendant upon the growing of seed 
last season has prompted the factory to con- 
tinue the experiment, and it will undoubtedly 
follow that the plantings will be increased from 
year to year. 

H. A. Vallez, superintendent of the sugar 
factory during the past year, left on Monday's 
train, accompanied by his wife, for Lehi, Utah, 
where he has accepted the position of superin- 
tendent of the factory at that place. This 
arrangement was made some time ago, but we 
have refrained from making mention of it, 
believing that it might be possible Mr. Vallez 
would remain here. His working of the fac- 
tory here proved him a most competent man. 
Before coming here he held the position of 
chemist in the Lehi factory, is regarded as a 
man well versed in all sugar details, and his 
friends there are very glad to welcome him 
back. We have no knowledge as to who will 
succeed him here.— Pcco« Valley Argus^ March 
4. 

A Bounty to Beet Sugar ilanufact- 
urers. 

The State Commissioner of Agriculture, Mr. 
Wieting, and his deputy, Mr. Flanders, have 
returned from Albany from an investigation of 
the sugar beet factory at Bome. They bring 
back a sworn statement that 643,800 pounds of 
granulated sugar was manufactured there from 
beets grown in this State. The commissioner 
paid to the manufacturer $6438, the amount of 
the bounty at the rate of one cent per pound, 
authorized by the beet ^ugar act of last winter^ 
whioh appropriated $26,000.— if. r. Journal. 



Cache Valley Beets. 

We learn from President Orson Smith that 
the farmers of Cache county will be able to 
obtain $3.50 per ton for sugar beets, loaded on 
the cars at Cache valley points and destined 
for consumption at the sugar factory to be es- 
tablished at Ogden this summer. We have 
heretofore published the gratifying results in 
the experimental culture of the sugar beet at 
various points in the valley, and now the op- 
portunity of making a practical test will be 
afforded. We sincerely hope that a sufficient 
number of farmers in the various parts of the 
valley will take advantage of this opportunity 
to demonstrate what can be done in this direc- 
tion. A successful showing will mean the es- 
tablishment of a sugar factory in Cache valley 
in the near future.— Lo^ran ( Utah) Journal, 



New York. 



The Binghamton Sugar Beet Company, of 
Oonklin, Broome Co., N. Y.,5was incorporated 
last week, with capital of $440,000. The direc- 
tors are : Arthur S. Bartlett, Thomas B. Crary , 
James Dair^ge, C. F. Hotchkiss, C. 0. Jack- 
son, F. W. Jenkins, P. J. McTighe, W. C. 
Phelps, J. £. Bogers, W. H. Sherwood, and 
W. S. Week, of Bjnghamton. 



The Borne Beet Sugar Oompany has decided 
to offer seven prizes to k>eet growers, to show 
how cheaply beets can be raised on New York 
soil, when done in the best possible manner. 
The prizes are : $100 to grower of largest num- 
ber of tons of beets per acre; $60 to raiser of 
next largest number; $25 to raiser of third 
largest; $10 to fourth, and $5 to fifth. The 
grower who raises beets at the least cost per 
ton to himself will receive a prize of $50, and 
the next lowest $25. — Country Gentleman, 



Sugar Beets in Missouri. 

During the past year (1897) the Missouri 
Experiment Station, m co-operation with the 
United States Department of Agriculture, has 
made an extensive test of sugar beets in all sec- 
tions of the State. Seed of one of the leading 
varieties, Kleinwanzleben, was sent to a num- 
ber of the leading farmers and gardeners in 
each county last spring, with full directions 
for growing, harvesting and sampling the 
same. The season has been very unfavorable 
on account of the excessive rainfall in the 
spring, which retarded the planting and early 
growth of the beets, followed by an unusual 
drought accompanied by excessive tempera- 
ture which continued throughout the growing 
season. This had the effect of greatly reduc- 
ing the yield and presumably affected ad- 
versely the richness and purity of the beets. 

More than 300 samples were sent to the sta- 
tion for analysis from 90 to 114 counties in 
the State. The average per cent, of sugar in 
the juice of all the samples analyzed is 11.14. 
The richest sample was from St. Clair county, 
and showed 21 .02 per cent, of sU^ar and a purity 
coefficient of 92.02. The poorest samples 
showed 3.08 per cent, of sugar and 34.8 pu- 
rity. One-half of the samples analyzed, not 
including sixty-seven samples grown by the 
Block Land and Farming Company, of Pike 
county, showed 12 per cent, of sugar or better. 
The Pike county samples are not included in 
the average because the beets were planted 
July 6, too late to allow them to mature. Sev- 
enty-three counties, or 80 per cent, of all the 
counties represented, furnish one or more 
samples sh) wing 12 per cent, of sugar. The 
counties showing the best result, the size of 
beets, per cent, of sugar and degree of purity 
considered, are : Adair, Barton, Benton, Cald- 
well, Cass, Claris, Gentry, Greene, Grundy, 
Henry, Jackson, Johnson, Knox, Laclede, 
Lewis, Linn, McDonald, Madison, Montgom- 
ery, Pettis, Platte, Randolph, Ray, Saline, 
Schuyler, Scotland, St. Francis, St. Louis, Sul- 
livan, Taney, Texas, Vernon and Wright. 

A beet to be profitablcffor the manufacture 
of sugar should contain at least 12 per cent, of 
sugar. The yield of topped beets should 
average 10 tons per acre to be profitable to the 
grower. The price of topped beets delivered 
at the factory is between $3 and $5 per ton, 
according to their richness. The cost per acre 
of growing, harvesting and delivering the 
beets to the factory is between $30 and $50. 
The Norfolk Sugar Beet Company of Nebraska 
asserts, after six years^ experience, that seven 
tons of topped beets per acre will bear all 
expenses of growing them, and all over this 
yield is profit. The cost of a small beet 



sugar factory, properly equipped, will range 
from $200,000 to $250,000, and will require 
between 3000 and 4000 acres of beets each year 
to supply it. 

The Missouri Station has been experiment- 
ing with this crop during the past seven years, 
and taking into consideration all the results in 
Missouri, together with those obtained by the 
United States Department of Agriculture, it 
is believed to be unwise to invest money in a 
factory in this State until further tests are 
made. — Orange Judd Farmer, 



Profitable Sus^ar Beets. 

llie end of the campaign for 1897 at the 
Norfolk (Neb.) beet sugar plant gives an 
average yield in sugar of nearly 190 pounds 
per ton of beets. If an average price of $4 
per ton is paid the farmer, there can be but 
little profit left for the sugar company. Sugar 
beets, however, will make a much better 
showing than this if properly grown. The mis- 
take most farmers make is in'growing a heavy 
crop at the expense of the sugar content. It 
is doubtful if more than fifteen tons per acre 
can be grown with safety, unless the quickly 
available chemical manures are used very 
liberally, and what is of fully equal impor- 
tance, used very intelligently. 

By working plenty of barnyard manure into 
the soil a heavy crop may be made, but the 
sugar content will be low. The mineral fer- 
tilizers of barnyard manure are slow acting as 
compared with its ammonia. To get an idea 
of how much importance the mineral fertil- 
izers are to sugar beets, it is only necessary to 
compare the chemical analysis with the same 
figures for a staple crop such as com. in the 
com plant for every 100 pounds of nitrogen 
taken up by the crop there must also be taken 
up 215 pounds of phosphoric acid and 255 
pounds of potash; for the sugar beet crop 
each pound of nitrogen must have to go with 
them, 215 pounds of phosphoric acid and 445 
pounds of potash, it is plainly evident, there- 
fore, that a manure which gives very good re- 
sults on com will not answer for sugar beets. 
Furthermore, the corn plant has a wide reach- 
ing root system, and cati forage for plant food, 
while the sugar beet root system is confined to 
narrow limits, and the soil must be fed far more 
liberally. 

It is now generally understood that sugar 
beets should follow a cultivated crop—that is, 
the ground should have been worked thor- 
oughly the previous year, not only in order 
that the weeds may be well subdued, but also 
that the soil may be in a fine open condition. 
Cora Is the ideal crop to precede sugar beetSt 
as it answers all the requirements. A clover 
sod will answer, but it must be ploughed late 
in the fall, and thoroughly cross-ploughed in 
the spring. A short rotation should be used, 
as a sugar beet farmer is something of a 
specialist, and should keep his soil in his 
specialty as much as possible. A fair rotation 
would be com with crimson clover (or other 
suitable legume) broadcasted in August and 
tbe clover crop ploughed under as late in the 
fall as possible. Cross-plough the next year 
as early as possible, and plant beets, to be f|l- 
Oigitized._, _ 0O5iC 
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lowed the next year by corn— in fact, a two- 
j'ear rotation. 

By this rotation all the farmyard manure 
Bhonld be used on the com, with an applica-' 
tion of about 400 poands of kainit (or 100 
pounds of muriate of potash) in July for the 
legume. On the sugar beets only chemical 
fertilizers should be used, and the applications 
per acre should not be less than 1000 pounds of 
a fertilizer of the following analysis: Am- 
monia, 6 per cent. ; potash, 8 per cent. ; phos- 
phoric acid, available, 6 per cent. The potash 
used should be in the forin of sulphate, unless 
it is applied the previous fall, when kainit or 
muriate may be used with perfect safety. 

If the soil is in very good condition, even 
heavier applications may be used profitably, 
but the soil must be in a very fertile condition. 
It is a well-tried maxim that the more fertilizer 
you use the more you can profitably use. A 
soil which produces but ten tons of fair sugar 
beets per^acre, may in a few years be made to 
produce fifteen tons, and of a much higher 
quality. It is all a matter of systematic fer- 
tilization. — S. Peacock^ in Country Gentleman, 



The Beet Sugar Problem. 

The esteemed St. Louis Grocer and General 
Merchant says: 

** With the annexation of Hawaii and the 
rapid development of the beet industry, the 
United States will soon have sugar to hum- 
or rather, to export. Our friends of the Mer- 
chants' BevieWy N'ew York, from the tone of 
their editorials, do not seem to appreciate the 
prospect. At least let us produce enough 
sugar for home consumption ; the law of sup- 
ply and demand, so far as any export trade is 
concerned, will regulate the rest/" 

The situation is this : Sugar is produced so 
plentifully that it is virtually a drug in unpro- 
tected markets— in England many grocers sell 
it at 2>ijC. a pound — and it certainly can be 
produced more cheaply in the West Indies 
than here. 

Then the problem before our statesmen, a 
problem almost insoluble, is how to raise 
enough revenue without excessive and onerous 
taxation through the internal Revenue De- 
partment. Sugar is an ideal article for yield- 
ing revenue; indeed, it would be mighty hard 
to meet the heavy pension disbursements with- 
out the sugar tax. 

Now here is the matter in a nutshell : Sugar 
can be bought abroad more cheaply than we 
can produce it, and if we do produce it — at ex- 
cessive cost— we shall be puzzled to find a sub- 
stitute for the sugar tax in meeting the wants 
of the treasury. Does our contemporary see 
why we ** do not seem to appreciate the pros- 
pect?'' We don't believe in raising here that 
which we can buy more cheaply abroad, and 
we think the wants of the treasury need to be 
studied, especially as there is a prospect of the 
beet sugar advocates coming to Washington in 
the future with an urgent deniatid for a bounty. 
Once let the domestic beet sugar industry get 
a fair start and there will be an all-powerful 
argument — with some people— for the govern- 
ment to come forward and save it with a 
bounty, or ** any old thing " that means money. 



Editor Jackson is a level-headed fellow and 
doubtless understands the unsatisfactory condi- 
tion of the government bolstered beet sugar 
industry of Europe. Surely he would not re- 
produce that situation here if he had the 
power? — Merchants' Heview. 



Should the United States Produce Its 
Sugar? 

^^ Efforts are being made In the United 
States," says Secretary of Agriculture Wilson 
in the March Forum, '^ to extend the grdwth of 
sugar- producing plants by ascertaining— 
through scientifically conducted research at 
State experiment stations, and by private en- 
terprise, under the direction of the Federal 
and State Governments- where such plants 
will fiourish best, to the end that we may as a 
nation become independent of other countries 
in this regard * * * and distribute among 
our own people the immense sum of money 
that is now sent abroad to pay for sweetening 
materials. ♦ * * This subject should be 
discussed from the standpoint of the farmer 
rather than from that of the political econo- 
mist. The farmers of our country produce 
from the soil grains, cotton, tobacco, vege- 
tables, fruits, horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, 
various animal products and the like; and if we 
can add to our farm systems any crop that 
yields an article of common use, is not exhaus- 
tive of plant food, and whose by-product is 
valuable in making meat and dairy products. 
It will find favor with producers. There are 
very few crops, or manufacturers of them, of 
which this can be said so emphatically as it can 
be said of sugar beets. The grains are well- 
known soil robbers. They carry from the soil 
nitrogen, potash, phosphoric acid, lime, mag- 
nesia and other elements of plant food. To- 
bacco is peculiarly severe in this regard, be- 
cause none of its by-products are fit for animal 
food, and what is sold from the farm carries 
away so much mineral plant food that most 
soils are soon exhausted if not replenished by 
commercial fertilizers, the purchase of which 
is out of the question in many parts of the 
United States. Meats take away compara- 
tively little plant food from the soil, com- 
pared with their money value. 

'^ The cotton plant is not exhaustive if the 
stalks are ploughed under and the seed is re- 
turned to the soil, either directly or through 
the instrumentality of domestic animals. The 
oil of the cotton seed may be sold without 
taking any plant food from the farm, as it 
comes from the atmosphere through the leaves 
of the plant. Butter ie also harmless in this 
respect, and does not impoverish the land on 
which the cow grazes. Sugar is as harmless 
as oil and butter; it comes from the carbonic 
dioxide of the atmosphere. If the sugar beet 
is hauled to the factory and the pulp taken 
back to the farm no plant food is lost to the 

soil. 

*' The writer grew beets by the acre for stock 
feed from 1891 to 1896 at the Iowa Agricultural 
College, and found the enterprise profitable for 
that purpose alone. All domestic animals are 
benefited by daily rations of roots in winter 
when they have no access to pasture — the 
young animal, the breeding animal and the 



fattening animal alike find them grateful. After 
the sugar is extracted the pulp contains all the 
plant food furnished by the soil and is substan- 
tially as valuable as fodder for domestic an!- 
mals as the beet is before the sugar is extracted. 
The fodders of our rations are nearly all too 
carbonaceous and require mixtures of nitro- 
genous by-products to make them suitable for 
animal growth or milk production. Here, 
then, we have a plant that, aside from the 
sugar it contains, makes a valuable food for 
our domestic animals and is capable of suc- 
cessful cultivation in many of our States. It 
fits into our farm system conveniently, because 
its planting season is earlier and and its har- 
vest time later than that of com, and not only 
serves a double purpose as an animal nutrient, 
but holds out the liveliest hopes that its adop- 
tion will keep at home $100,000,000 through 
the value of its sugar content alone."— Brod- 
street's, 

Effects of a Sugar Factory. 

Before the sugar factory was built, Lehi, 
Utah, was a very ordinary settlement; Its 
picturesque surroundings and fertile soil did 
not make a market for the farmers' products, 
and up to the date of the establishment of the 
sugar factory there was little more than a 
bare living for the farmer; he had no bank 
account, his taxes were not always paid 
promptly, he owned no comfortable carriage 
or pleasure vehicle, his lines were' hard and 
unpromising [as is too true in the ease of all 
outlaying farming villages, no matter where 
they are located]. But the sugar factory came. 
A cash market, at a fixed price, was given 
him for his beets. Seven years have passed. 
A bank with 700 depositors exists, largely 
farmers, and when the writer visited this most 
interesting community .the balance to the 
credit of the depositors exceeded $70,000, al- 
though it was at the end of the season and just 
before marketing the beets, hence the time of 
all times when cash on hand should be the 
least amount. The banker said : ^* We have 
no delinquent taxes; the farmers are not in 
debt as a class; they all or nearly all own 
comfortable carriages; their homes, though 
simple, are comfortable; pianos and other 
luxuries are not uncommon. Farm values are 
high now, whereas in the days before the fac- 
tory came, they were very low. The quality 
of other crops with which they alternate their 
beets is much improved, and the quantity if 
much greater." An air of thrift pervaded 
the entire community. New homes were be- 
ing built and public improvements made, and 
Lehi, Utah, stands to-day as a living illustra- 
tion of the results of a good market for farm 
product to first hands with no middle hands 
between. 

That the capitalists who invested in Lehl 
are at least satisfied that they made no mis- 
take in investing $350,000 to $500,000 is shown 
by the fact that they are organizing other 
sugar factories in the State of Utah, as well as 
in adjoining territory. — American Beet Suffd^* 

Mr. A. H. Gay, Jr., and Mrs. Gay, of Iber- 
ville parish, were recent visitors to New 
Orleans, and put up ajU^ie St. Charlfs. 
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Suirar Beets in Illinois. 

The first conventioii ever held by the farm- 
ers of niinois in the Interest of the sugar beet 
industry has been in progress at the university 
of Illinois to-day, in room 321, University hall, 
the room used as physics laboratory prior to 
the removal to Engineering building. 

A glance into the convention hall this. morn- 
ing at the opening session was enough to 
satisfy any one that the farmers of Illinois are 
seriously considering the sugar beet industry. 
It was. thought by some that not a dozen men 
would attend this convention, but on the other 
hand, at the opening session more than 150 
men were present, and hundreds of thousands 
of dollars were represented in the meeting. 

Many farmers who had attended the Illinois 
Farmers' Institute remained over to get the 
benefits of the sugar beet convention, and many 
others, interested in this new hidustry, came 
in during last night to remain through the day. 
Like the institute, it was one of the most rep- 
resentative bodies of agriculturists ever 
brought together in the State, and the men 
who were there were there with the intention 
of going into the sugar beet cultivation if they 
could be shown that sugar beets can be raised 
at a profit in Illinois. 

Prof. Eugene Davenport, head of the De- 
partment of Agriculture at the University of 
UUnoiSf who has taken considerable interest 
in 3ugar beets in recent months, presided at 
the meeting and was warmly applauded when 
he took the platform. To a reporter for The 
OazeUe he said that the attendance and inter- 
est shown had gone beyond his expectations. 
"Why,'' said Jje, " the farmers of Illinois are 
really interested in the cultivation of the sugar 
beet, and it loolcs to me as though they have 
reached the point where they are ready to 
take up the cultivation of beets. I could not 
have expected a better attendance and more 
interest than is manifested at the morning 
lession.'' 

The first speaker of the forenoon was Mr. 
Theodore Hopke, of Grand Island, Neb. Mr. 
Hopke learned the art of sugar-beet cultiva- 
tion in Germany and came to America as an 
employee of the company conducting the beet 
refinery at Grand Island. In the season of 
1891 he had charge of the cultivation of 1200 
acres of beets for the company, and last year 
went into the raising business on his own re- 
sponsibility. 

He told the delegates to the convention the 
process, complete, of raising of the sugar 
beet, how the soil should be cultivated and 
what the results would be. In fact, he told 
them everything about the business, and a 
majority of them took notes durhig the prog- 
ress of the talk. Mr. Hopke says that sugar 
beets can be raised successfully in any soil 
where corn can be raised successfully, and this 
means that there is no place on earth where 
more beets can be raised than in Illinois, if the 
farmers Mrill only get at it. Men in all parts 
of the hall fired questions at Mr. Hopke 
during the course of his remarks, and he an- 
swered them quite as readily as they were 
asked, showing beyond a doubt that what he 
does not know about the business is hardly 



worth while finding out. His address was 
most instructive and beneficial. : ^ 

*^ In selecting the soil for beet raisins^ never 
select poor soil, for then your work is wasted," 
said the speaker. *^ Use the best piece of 
available land on your farm, for the richer the 
soil the better the crop and the more profit 
Under no circumstances should your beet 
seeds be planted where land is sandy enough 
to blow. After your land has been selected 
and placed in condition for the planting of the 
seeds, plant the seeds with a drill that has 
been made for this purpose, in rows about 18 
inches apart, or they can he as close as 14 
inches and give a good yield. In the close 
planting there will be many more beets, but 
they will not be so large, and the better class 
of sugar is obtained from the smaller beets. ^' 
Continuing, the speaker said: *^ After the 
seed has been placed in the ground it takes 
from one to two weelcs to germinate and come 
from the ground, and then the work of keeping 
the weeds from the plants commences. The 
field has to be gone over every eight or ten 
days to keep the weeds out and give the young 
plants a chance to grow." 

As soon as the beets have four leaves they 
should be thinned out, and must not remain 
longer than one week without thinning, said 
Mr. Hopke, as the roots will entwine around 
each other, if left longer, aad make the thin- 
ning detrimental to the plant that is left To 
perform this work the beets should be bunched 
with an ordinary 6-inch hoe, cutting six inches 
of beets out and leaving a 2-inch bunch con- 
taining from three to six beet plants. Then, he 
said, go over the land agahi and select the 
healthiest plant in the remaining bunches and 
pull the others up. 

From now to the 1st of August the weeds 
will have to be kept out and the ground loose 
and in good condition, several hoeings and 
several times over the ground with a culti- 
vator before the ground and the beets are left 
to prepare the sugar, for it is only after this 
time of the year that the beet commences to 
prepare the sugar in itself. By the Ist of Oc- 
tober the beets are ready to harvest. A ma- 
chine has been made that will loosen the beets 
from the ground, and all that has to be done 
is to go along and pick them up and throw 
them into a pile, where the tops are cut off, as 
the factories will not take them unless they 
deduct a large part of the weight. 

'^ Sugar beet raising has got to that stage 
where it is considered one of the most profita- 
ble crops that can be raised on the farm," said 
Mr. Hopke. 

During his talk Mr. Hopke said that in Ne- 
braska it was hard to get the necessary labor- 
ing men, for in winter they worked in the fac- 
tories and in summer they raised sugar beets. 
The forenoon was most instructive. 

The afternoon session is devoted to a discus- 
sion of the methods employed in the manu- 
facture of sugar. —Champaign (III,) Gazette^ 
February 25, 

Sujcar in Louisiana 1814-1819. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: At the present day 
day it is truly interesting to turnbackthe pages 
of history and read over again of the efforts 



made by the early settlers in this State, in re- 
lation to planting and growing cane, and of 
whatever progress there was prior to the year 
1819. 

To-day I collate from an ^*account of the' 
United States of North America," by D. B. 
Warden, at one time consul for the United 
States to Paris, Vol. U, Edinburgh edition,. 
1819, giving all that Mr. Warden has to say in 
regard to the sugar industry as he found it at 
that early date in the State of Louisiana-*. 

In this account he says : 

*^ Sugar cane was first introduced about die 
year 1762 (in a foot-note Mr. Warden says 
Dubreuil, commandant of the militia, was the 
first colonist who constructed a sugar mill at 
New Orleans), and the culture was encour- 
aged by the unfortunate emigrants from St^ 
Dpmingo. It is now cultivated from the- 
southern extremity, along Lake Pontchartrain 
and Maurepas, on the borders of Amite audi 
Iberville rivers to the Mississippi. Along this 
river to Pointe Coupee and Fausse Riviere; 
thence West to the Opelousas, along the Teche 
and Atchafalaya to their mouths, and along 
the coast to the point first mentioned, includ* 
ing 10,000 square miles, or 6,400,000 acres of 
alluvial soil, of which one-tenth, or 640,000* 
acres, are capable of cultvation, without in- 
cluding lands on the rivers Vermilion and 
Mermenteau, where the soil is well adapted, 
to the culture of cane. 

Mr. Darby, to whom we are indebted for in* 
formation, has estimated the extent of sugar 
lands at 1,000,000 acres, or one-thirtieth part 
nearly of the whole surface, and deducting 
three-fourths for other species of culture, there 
would remain for that of cane, 250,000 acres. 

Since the date of this statement in 1814, the 
sugar CIIB0 has been planted on Red river, 
where it thrives as well as on the Mississippi, 
and owing to the higtier temperature of the 
water of the former, its growth is more rapid 
in the months of May and Jane. Three milefr 
below the town of Natchitoches, in latitude 
31 deg. 46 min., the lands of Mr. Boissie pro- 
duced, as he himself stated, 2600 pounds of 
sugar of a good quality, and he is of opinion 
that by a more improved culture, the first cut 
may amount to 3000 pounds^ 

Another planter, Mr. Davenport, states that 
in 1814 he planted five acres with plants, the 
produce of three-fourths of an acre, brought 
from the coast, leaving four feet distance be- 
tween the rows, and that in the fall three- 
fourths of an acre produced 1000 pounds 
weight of sugar, and out of the twenty arpents 
or French acres planted with the remaining 
plants, eight acres, whose produce he had 
then ascertained, yielded 9000 pounds, besides 
molas^s. He thinks the produce may be esti- 
mated at 1000 pounds an acre. 

The greatest evil the planter has to contend 
with is the hard frost, which destroys the plants 
and renders annual planting necessary. But aa 
one-fifth of the surface will be- sufficient to 
plant the whole, the produce will be more val- 
uable than cotton. The culture is besides 
more easy and the crop is more certain, for 
the cane is not subject to those diseases which 
sometimes destroy the indigo, nor liable to be^ 
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attiic)ced bj tho3e iasecU which ocoasionaily 
deTOQT.tbe cotton. 

It has been calculated that if th)B lands 
adapted to sagar cane were brought into culti- 
vation they would yield at the rate of 800 
poan^Ban acre— 800,000,000 of pounds weight 
per annum — which, at the rate of 8 cents a 
pound, would amount to $64,000,000. The 
qnantity from 150 acres cultivated by fifty 
effective workmen is estimated at 150,000 
pounds, which, at 8 cents a pound, would give 
$12,000, or $240 for each hand. 

The cane is planted in February or March, 
and ripens in October. The stem is eight or 
nine feet high and about two inches in diame- 
ter. It is impossible to have more than one 
annual crop, owing to the sudden change of 
temperature and the great difference between 
that of summer and winter. The canes Intend- 
ed for next year's planting are pulled up 
about the 15th of October, and preserved in 
stacks till next spring, when they are planted 
in farrows made by the plow at the distance of 
three feet from each other. The cultivation is 
like that of Indian com. 

In a foot-note by Mr. Warden I find *' Mr. 
Robin estimates the quantity per acre at 200 
pounds of sugar and two barrels of syrup. In 
1801-2 the product of 75 sugar plantations, the 
number then In the colony, was estimated at 
5,000,000 pounds of brown sugar and propor- 
tional quantity of syrup, of which the profits 
were thus calculated by Mr. Duvalllon: 100 
acres, cultivated by blacks of both sexes, will 
produoe 120,000 pounds of brown sugar and 
the same quantity of syrup. The former at 
$8 the quintal, the latter at $15 the barrel, will 
yield a revenue of $11,400, or $285 per head, 
or $114 per acre." 

While there may not be so much learned of 
just how the early colonists cultivated their 
cane crops, yet from a careful reading of this 
old history relating to the times and customs 
of ^e past, it will be seen that the sugar 
cane ixidustry has grown by slow stages to its 
present dimensions, and that there is yet a 
wide field open and awaiting development 
which only time aided by science and Improved 
methods and capital can bring about. 

^ Ebin. 

Sugar and Civilization. 

When the figures of the consumption of sugar 
are examined. It Is seen that the quantity con- 
sumed varies radically, and it is a curious fact 
in those countries in whioh the maritime spirit 
— the spirit of navigation, commerce, travel 
and colonization— is strong, there is very con- 
siderahle consumption of sugar per caplu, 
whereas in those countries in which the quali- 
ties are not predominant among the inhabi- 
tants, the consumption is smaller. In Eng- 
land, first among the maritime nations of the 
world, the consumption of sugar is 8^ pounds 
a year for each inhabitant. In Denmark it is 
45, in Holland 31 , in France 30, and in Norway 
and Sweden 25^ whereas in Russia It is only 10, 
In Italy 7, In Turkey 7, in Greece 6, and in 
Servia 4. The consumption of sugar seems to 
ha^e very little connection with the relation 
to the production of sugar, for in Austria, the 
sugar product of which is large, the average 



consumption is only nineteen pounds, while in 
Switzerland, In which there is no production 
to *speak of, it is forty-four. And another 
ourious piiase of the matter is that there is a 
great disparity in the consumption of sugar in 
the two tea-drinking countries, England and 
Russia. The large amount consumed in France 
is attributed, in part, to the fact that the French 
confectioners and candy makers, and more es- 
pecially those doing business in the city of 
Paris, use In their trade enormous quantities 
of sugar in a year, adding abnormally to the 
average consumption of sugar in the French 
Republic— -Yew York Sun, 



Sugar Refining Establishments. 

In view of the importance attached in some 
quarters to tlie completion of two new sugar 
refining factories in Brooklyn, it is of in- 
terest to notice the statistics of productive 
capacity of all the refineries in the coimtry, 
classified as to ownership- that is, those owned 
and operated by the American Sugar Refining 
Company, those operated independently of, 
but in harmony with that organization, and 
those which are approaching completion and 
win, it is presumed, be opponents of the so- 
called trust. Such a list was published this 
week, giving In each case the dally capacity of 
the several factories In the several cities. 
Those controlled directly and operated by the 
American Sugar Refining Company represent 
a dally average capacity of 42,700 barrels of 
sugar and are as follows : 

Capacity, 
City and Name. Barrels. 

Boston, Standard Central 5,000 

Brooklyn, Ha vemeyer & Elder 9,000 

Philadelphia, Franklhi 8,000 

Philadelphia, McCahan 1,500 

Philadelphia, Spreckels 5,500 

Jersey City, Jersey City Refinery 5,000 

New Orleans, New Orleans Refinery 6,000 

San Francisco^ Western 2,700 

Total 42,700 

There are three concerns, apart from those 
connected with the beet sugar industry and 
which are not taken Into consideration, wliich 
are not controlled by the American Sugar 
Refining Company. These establishments and 
their respective producing capacity are : 

Oapaoity 
City and Name. Barrels. 

Boston, Revere 1,400 

Brooklyn, Mollenhaur 3,000 

Yonkers, N. Y. National 3,000 

Total 7,400 

This gives a total production by the refiners 
Included In the trust and those which under 
separate and independent ownership are 
operated In harmony with the larger organi- 
zations of fully 50,100 barrels of sugar per day. 
This, It is claimed, fully equals the consimip- 
tlve demand of the country, and indeed the 
frequent stoppage of the various works or the 
number of times during the year when some 
of them are shut down for a time or their out- 
put reduced is sufilcient evidence that at the 
present stage the properties In the hands of 
the American Sugar Refining Company are 
fully equal to suppljing the requirements of 
the country. 

At the saqae time the Infiueace of the pros- 



pective new competition «e«ms jto hiHre l>eeii 
somewhat exaggerated. The two reflneriss 
pow approaofalng completion at Brooklyn are 
those undertaken by the Messrs. Arbuckle 
Bros., the noted coffee house, and tlie other is 
an undertaking of the Messrs. Doescher, who 
in the past have been more or less connected 
with refineries included In the American Sugar 
Company. Each of the new works is to btave 
an estimated capacity of 2500 barrels, although 
it is intimated in some quarters tiiat not only 
is the outturn of the Arbuckle works to exceed 
this figure, but the same works are apt to be 
capable of being extended to a much larger 
capacity in a comparatively short time and at 
a small outlay. But even with due allowanoei 
of this character it will be seen that the possi- 
ble competition from the new refineries does 
not appear to be the serious matter that it has 
been represented to be in and out of Wall 
street. The appearance in the marlcet off an 
additional supply of 5000 barrels per day ss 
compared with the 50,000-barrel capacity of 
the American Sugar Refining Company's re- 
fineries, and oonfined, as their competition 
must l>e, to a limited area, seems less likely to 
infiuence prloes and the condition of the sugar 
trade in general than the importation on a 
large scale of foreign refined beet sugars. In 
fact, in some well-informed quarters there is a 
disposition to consider the growth o( the 
domestic beet sugar industry as a far more im* 
portant matter for the great sugar oorporation* 
It is difficult to estimate upon this matter, but 
as far as can be seen some 5000 barrels per day 
of beet sugars are alreiKly being tamed out 
during the season by beet sugar factories hi 
various portions of the country, w^ the pros- 
pect that by next year this amount will be 
greatly increased.— J5rad«trtfc«'». 



Some Extensive Irrii^tin^ Canals. 

During the past three months two large 
steam dredges have been rebuilt and sent oat 
from the Lament ship yards at this place to 
the rice fields of eastern Calcasieu. TiteBeta, 
one of these dredges, arrived at her destinatton 
this morning, and begins at once the construc- 
tion of a canal which, when completed, as it 
is to be by the first of March, will be of snfil- 
cient capacity to irrigate several linndred 
thousands of acres of rice land in the Lake 
Arthur district. The cuial is being put in by 
the North American Land and Timber Com- 
pany, which owns about a million acres of tlie 
finest land in this part of the State. It will 
run from a point on the Mermentau river, 
about three miles below hske Arthur, in an 
easterly direction, five miles to the west line 
of a tract of land sold to the Lidceside Irriga- 
tion Company in Deceml>er last Tliis tract eon* 
tains 4200 acre^, and is to be put under cultfTS* 
tlon this season. The canal referred to will 
be 32 feet wide and will liave a minimum 
depth of 6 feet at low tide. Attheeasten 
end of the canal is located an immense pump- 
ing plant, which will furnish water for tiis 
irrigation of the entire 4200-acre tract by 
means of overland canals. This part of the 
work is about completed-— tiiat is, the ofer- 
land canals and the pumping plant Ths 
Ivan irrigation pump Is used. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ifaroh 12, 1898.] 



THB LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SQGAE MANUPACTDRER. 



IW 



Up ft) the time of the arrival of the dredge 
Beta, the dredge Gamma was at work on this 
canal, and had finished al)out two miles of it. 
The Gamma is now at worlc on another canal 
which runs out west from the Mermentaa 
river and will continue to the east line of a 
4100-acre tract which will he irrigated in the 
same manner as the tract on the east side of 
the river. 

When it is understood that this land pro- 
dnces a minimum of ten barrels of rice to the 
acre and that it brings from $2.50 to $3.50 per 
barrel, an idea may be obtained as to the 
amount of rice that will be produced there. 
The canals which are being run out from the 
river will answer another purpose than that of 
supplying water to the land ; they will carry 
out the rice from the farms to be hauled to the 
mills and to market. 

The rice will come to Lake Charles, where 
the facilities for milling and handling it are so 
good. 

The large canals are of sufficient capacity to 
famish water to the land for miles and- miles 
around, and a great many small farms are 
bekig inaugurated, having been made possible 
by the construction of this work. - Lake Charles 
American. 

The Hawaiian Clause. 

A telegram from Grand Island, dated Satnr^ 
day, says : 

'*' The Beet Growers' Association had another 
meeting to-day.. A telegram was received 
from Mr. Oxnard, stating that no modification 
could be made in the contract, but that the 
probabilities were that the Hawaiian clause 
would be withdrawn about March 16, as the 
measure for annexation would have been voted 
on by that time in Congress and defeated. 
This message failed to help matters and mem- 
bers of the association renewed the resolution 
unanimously not to raise beets on any other 
contract than at $4 straight without test. This 
practically settles the fact that there will be no 
beet industry in this country ^is year. But 
the growers went further and appointed two 
delegates, Messrs. Murr and Voss, to go to 
Norfolk and organize the farmers' in that 
vicinity in order that there may be unity of 
action here and at Norfolk.^* 

If the Hawaiian clause is withdrawn at Grand 
Island it certainly will be at Norfolk, as both 
factories pay the same price for beets. For 
the benefit of all concerned it is certainly to be 
hoped that that portion of the contract will be 
eliminated.— iVbr/oZA Netcs^ March 5. 



Small Cuban Sugar Crop Predicted. 

The various reports obtained from mer- 
chants interested in the Cuban trade are not as 
encouraging as they were a year ago this time. 
Early in November last several prominent 
houses, thinking that the situation was to 
change for the better, resumed their old habits 
and sent travelers in the hope of recuperating 
trade, and at the same time to collect overdue 
aooountB. As one mercliant put it, it only 
took his representative ^^just tliree weeks to 
fkid out that it Wa« impossible to make any 
more* headway in business tlian a year ago." 



A liClrge sugar machinery manufacturer, under 

the impression that this se^on^s sugar crop 

was to be three times larger than the last, also 
sent a representative to tr^ and secure new 
contracts. In view of the destruction among 
the sugar estates, there were plenty of con- 
tracts to be had; but out of fifteen sugar 
plantation owners whom he interviewed, there 
were only two who could designate a time 
upon which to make payments, and in each 
case they wanted six months' time with their 
pagares (notes) endorsed by responsible New 
York firms. 

Three large shippers of hardware coincide 
in saying that there is no material improve- 
ment in business; orders for more than a vear 
have been for current demand only. There is 
no such thing in the island to-day as a mer- 
chant who orders a quantity of goods suffi- 
ciently large as to term it a '^ stock order." It 
was only at the beginning of the grinding 
season that large quantities of iron pipe, boiler 
tubes, brass goods and other iron and steel 
material were forwarded in respectable -sized 
lots, but during February the shrinkage has 
been noticeable. 

The largest amount of rails that has been 
sent to Cuba in some months went last week ; 
the invoice was valued at $14, 121. Notwith- 
standing the destruction to the few railroi^ds 
all over the island, both the track material and 
equipment shipped this year have been very 
meagre. Oat of the thirty-five concerns pub- 
lished in the issue of this journal February 
24, 1897, as exporters to Cuba, only two have 
gone out of existence on account of business 
depression; and while the remaining thirty- 
three are still holding together, many of their 
office forces are even smaller than they were a 
year ago to-day, and a number of these mer- 
chants have launched out into trade with other 
Spanish -American coxmtries until a resumption 
of Cuban prosperity. The number of local ex- 
port merchants and manufacturers that were 
engaged in the Cuban trade prior to the revo- 
lution were, as far as known, sixty-five. It is 
estimated that in the second year of the dis- 
turbances the withdrawal from this trade by 
merchants on account of reverses, etc., was 60 
per cent, of that number. 

The only prosperous business in Cuba since 
the war has been in the provision line. This, 
as it is well known, is controlled by a few 
Spanish monopolists at Havana and Clenfue- 
gos, and government conthK^ts are naturally 
the most lucrative on account of their l>eing 
the largest, for the majority of the people 
within the last sixteen months have become so 
poor as to enable only a few to obtain the 
necessaries. 

In December last it was calculated from 
trustworthy reports that the sugar crop this 
season might reach 800,000 tons, but the condi- 
tion of affairs is such at the present moment 
that large importers think it doubtful if the 
total yield is more than 200,000 tons. 

Conservative reports from the island place 
the total crop at 120,000 tons, and state that if 
up to February 1 only 30,000 tons of sugar have 
been turned out, they do not see how it is possi- 
ble for the total crop to reach more than the 
120,000 tons named above. Another argument 



for this small yield is that the soatcify ot labOr, 
cattle, etc., will greatly interfere with the 
general work. Since December several large 
plantations have suffered destruction' for refus- 
ing to obey orders from the insurgent govern- 
ment. At present the States yielding best re- 
sults are in the Provinces of Santa Clara and 
Matanzas. The business in fruits expected 
from the island ihis year is so insignifioa'nt 
that importers do not consider it worth men- 
tioning. 

Messrs. R. Gruffin & Co., of Havana, have 
just established a branch at Cienfuegos. Their 
principal business this season will be the ex- 
porting of molasses in tank steamers. Their 
agents in this city, Messrs. B. Marsans A Co., 
said the other day that about 3,000,000 gallons 
would be brought to this market. Tliis is the 
only new enterprise that has been reported in 
the south side of- Cuba since the beginning of 
the war. 

Th^ tobacco industry is a shade better tliis 
season, but just what the yield will be is 
problematical, reports being so varied that an 
accurate estimate is impossible. The natural 
resources of Cuba are so great that oonserva* 
tive merchants calculate a return of prosperity 
in about two years after the close of the war. 

For some time past an agent representing 
several American capitalists has been ap- 
proaching Cuban land owners, offering to pur* 
chase; and It was stated recently that several 
important deals had been effected. These 
lands are wanted, according to the agent, for 
agricultural purposes. The export of cattle to 
Cuba still continues from Southern ports. 
Mexico and Henduras are said to be sending 
considerable cattle for food consumption. — 
y, Y, Journal Commerce ^ February 28, 



Coolie Labor for Demerara 

We are not aware whether His Exoellenogr 
the Grovemor has sent a reply to the head of 
the deputation of planters and others, who 
waited upon him recently to urge the neceesitiy 
of non-interference with the long-establiahad 
system of East India immigration; but we 
learn on good authority that the requisition^ 
for labor will be forwarded to Mr. Mitchell 
this year in the ordinary way. Already requi- 
sitions for over 3000 have been received. It 
would have been a suicidal act to have blocked 
the source of our labor supply ; for the main- 
tenance of the sugar industry is dependent 
upon a supply of labor, always available, 
which experience has proved can l>e secured 
only under an indenture system. From London 
we learn that a representation was made to the 
Secretary of State regarding his order to tha 
local government to stop Immigration, at Itmet 
for a season, and the reply was that no such 
order had been issued. Possibly the Secretary 
of State called upon tiie Executive here to say 
whether it would be possible or expedient to 
suspend immigration for a year, and tlie ^- 
patch may have been ooastmed into an ofdaf 
to send on no requisitions. Fortunately, th* 
misunderstanding, if such it was, has been 
cleared up in time, and the system of labor 
supply, which has enabled the colony to build 
up its sugar industry, will not be endangered 
by the threatened interference.— .ir^^om, Jour* 
uary 22. 
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At four portt of the United SUtet to... 
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STOCKS. 

Mar. 3.. 
Feb. 26.. 
Mar. 2.. 
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EBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
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Barrels. 
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Strong. 



RBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW OltLBAHS POR THB WBBK 
BNDINO MAR. zi» 1898. 



Rtcelred , 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

^. 2,981 

_ 8,784 



Bbls. Clbam. 
298 
8,757 



RBCBIPT8 AT NBW ORLBANS FROM AUQ. i. l8g7« 1^ MAR. 
II, 1H8, COMPARBD WITH LAST TBAR, 8A1IB tiBIB. 

BSIS. CLSAr 

8,G01 
6,979 



This J99M^ 



Last year.. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 438,284 
^ 874,659 



Sus:ar. 

The local sugar market was easier at 
the end of the week, with fair receipts 
from plantations, which met with suffi- 
cient demand to promptly absorb them. 



Molasses. 



No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals strong. 



Rice. 

A good demand prevails for both 
rough and clean rice. Prices are well 
maintained and offerings moderate. 



The New Sugar Refineries in New 
Yoric Progressing. 

It now seems likely tliat the entrance of the 
Arbuckle and Doscher sugar reftneries into 
active competition with existing plants will be 
somewhat delayed. It was originally thought 
chat the new companies would begin opera- 
tions this spring, but it is now stated that they 
probably will not be much of a factor in the 
market until autumn, and possibly not until 
later. 

Work on the Doscher sugar refinery is mak- 
ing slow progress. The brickwork is not yet 
finished, and the roof of the building has not 
been put on. [n addition, there is considerable 
iron and other indoor work to be done. Some 
of the machinery is in place, but the interior 
plant is far from completion. 

At the Arbuckle refinery the work is more 
advanced. The buildiog is about finished, but 
the floors, which are to be of concrete, are not 
completed. The machinery for refining is now 
being put in place. Work on the power house 
is well under way, but will require some lime 
yet for its completion. — N, Y. Journal of Com- 
merce, ^ 

Sugar in London. 

There have been several minute fluctuations 
ill the speculative beet market, the flnal quota- 
tions showing a slight fall from last week's 



prices. There has also been rather more dis- 
position to offer sugar from the continent, but, 
on the other hand, some large operations in 
buying back French sugar have been talked 
about, and Paris prices continue very high. 
A few unimportant changes have taken place 
in the statistical position, and the deficit is 
slightly lessened on a comparison with last 
yearns figures. American stocks are un- 
changed, meltings by refiners and receipts of 
sugar being exactly balanced; the tone of their 
markets, however, remains distinctly firm, in 
the face of further large Cuban receipts. The 
comparative scarcity of cane sugar has re- 
stricted business in these descriptions, but 
firm rates are obtainable for refining kinds, 
while grocery sorts continue in small supply, 
and have sold readily at fullv steady prices to 
a slight advance in some cases. The imports 
of crystallized raws to London for the week 
ending 24th inst. only amounted to 267 tons, 
the total receipts for this year being 5088 tons, 
against 5862 tons in IS97 .--Produce Markets Be- 
view. 



Sugar Cane In Peru. 

According to all accounts the sugar cape in- 
dustry in Peru is in a fairly prosperous condi- 
tion, despite bounties. The cultivation of 
sugar cane in the republic dates back to the 
earliest period of the Spanish rule. The first 
canes imported came from Mexico, and were 
planted in the valley of the Huanuco, and the 
cane-growing district gradually spread until 
it extended over the department of Piura, then 
it gained the littoral, and, finally, cane grow- 
ing became universal throughout the country. 
At the beglnninjg: only slaves were employed, 
and during the War of Independence the sugar 
industry suffered very considerably, owing to 
the falling off of this labor. Toward the mid- 
dle of the present century an impetus was 
given to th0 industry by the introduction into 
the country of numerous Chinese colonists, 
and the plantations were again vigorously cul- 
tivated. While the exports amounted to 44,- 
700 tons in 1886, they exceeded 75,000 tons in 
1895. M. Alejandro, in an interesting study of 
this question which has recently appeared, 
gives the following particulars respecting the 
annual production of the principal centre^ of 



cultivation: Department of Lima, 31,000 tons; 
LaLibertad, 23,000 tons; Lambayeque, 10,000 
tons; Huanuco and other departments, 11,000 
tons; total, 76,000 tons. If, independently of 
the local consumption, the exports of 1896 
amounted to 76,000 tons, it is evident that the 
production is greatly increasing. In certain 
districts, particularly in Montana, the sugar 
cane is caltivated exclusively for the distilla- 
tion of ** tafia," a spirit distilled from mo- 
lasses.— European Mail. 



Personal. 



Mr. Ed. McCollam, of Terrebonne parish, 
was an arrival at the St. Charles Hotel on 
Monday. Mr. Collam is one of the leading 
sugar planters of the State. 

Mr. J. M. McBride, of St. Mary, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago. He was accom- 
panied by Mrs. McBride, and registered at the 
St. Charles. 

Mr. Wibray J. Thompson, of Calumet plant- 
ation, was in the city on Saturday, and stopped 
at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. A. R Bougere, a prominent planter of St. 
John parish, was a guest of the Hotel BoyaLon 
Friday evening. 

Mr. J. C. Mahon, of St. Mary parish, paid 
us a pleasant visit during the past week. Mr. 
Mahon Is one of our most valued friends and 
subscribers, and is a man whose qualities of 
heart and mind endear him to those who know 
him. He is now on his way to Barbados, 
where he will pay a visit to his brother, Mr. 
J. A. Mahon, of Lyon Castle estate, in the 
parish of St. Thomas. We wish him ton 
voyage. 

Hon. Walter A. O'Neill, of Llnwood planta- 
tion, St. Mary parish, was in the city during 
the past week for the purpose of attending the 
annual meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Plant- 
ers' Association. 

Col. Richard McCall, of Ascension, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Col. Gus. A. Breaux, of Lafayette, was in 
town on Thursday and attended the meeting of 
the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, as 
did also Capt. Geo. E. Mann, of the Lower 
Coast. 
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WANTS. 



W« wni pablSsh in this column, frae of Gh«rge until 
Inrther notice, tlie applications of all managen, orer- 
Man, engineen and sogar makers, and otheis who may 
^ seeking poeitions in tke conntrTi and also the wants 
•f planters desiring to employ any dr these. ^ 

ANTED— A PLANTATION BLACKSMITH, 
wheelwright and carpenter; mnst be married and 
sober; to the right kind of energetic man steady employ- 
ment; Milly plaaUtion. LbBLANC A DANOS, 
Plaqaemine, La. 3-10-98. 

ANTED-A PLANTATION HOSTLER, 

sober and capable; must be married ; steady em- 
ployment to the right kind of man on Milly plantation. 
Address LbBLANC & DANOS, Plaquemlne, La. 
3-10-98. 

ANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for further particulars, W.J. Z.,aii 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3*9-9» 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming sesson ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Oamp street, New Orleans, 
La. 3-9-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take iob work; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5*98 

TXTANTSD— EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGRI. 
V* culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position ; best references. Address Box 309, Xnrington, 
New Jersey. 3 -5 -98 



•I17ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
^* ice-house work; also a good mechanic or surar- 
honse engineer; can furnish good references. Address 
F. G. LciRENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4*98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIR9T-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
In plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification apd polarizing ; habits strictlj temperate ; 
can furnish ffood references. Address A. P. R., care 
LouzaiAMA pLantbr. 3-ai-98. 



WANTED- A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling Ourinff the grinding snd make himself 
useful at general rep^r work the remainder of the year; 
can furnish good references. Address P. N. S., 031 
Piety street. New Orleans, La. 3-2398/ 

WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a poaltion as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address P. P. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. a-a3-9B. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 



assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
!d man, 3S years of age ; nave had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Calf or adflress 



Plantbr, 518 and 520 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

2-34-98 



WANTED— IRISH-AMERICAN, 26 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, oesires posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. a.8-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 2-8-98 



W 



ANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 

and sheet iron worker in country for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house ; long experience 
and good references ffiven; easy terms. Address T. D., 



1 189 Orange street. New Orleans. 



a.iS97 



WANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,city or country. Ad* 
dress PETER SAJ^DERS, 130 North Franklin street. 
New Orleans. s-io-^ 



WA N T E D— POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years' experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. 2-1098 



TXTANTEO- A bUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
^* chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. 3-5-98 



fTTTANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
YY on a plantation ; has had many years' experience; 
can furnish good references. Address F. SIN1*BS, 2439 
Chartres street. a -5-^ 



TXTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
▼▼ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BSRGER, 1815 St. Antoine street s-S-^S 



•fXTANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
V* considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions ;for coming campaign ; the best 
of references on application. Addieas '^CRYSTALS." 
care Plantbr. 2-5-99 



WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; hashed many years* experience; c«n fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, 2620 



Danphine street. 



9-3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can iurnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address 6. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street. »*3-<j8 



W ANTED-A POSITION AS] SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 
g-3*^ 



WANTED— A GOVERNESS? FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; middle-aged lady prefetred. Ad* 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. 1-28-98 



TXTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^* and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 

1-24.98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant: strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-24-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, S535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
ffsrdener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 1938 St Louis street, city. 

1-21-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the com ine season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can xumish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. 1-20-98 



TXTANTBD-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
V* man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN BROS.. Eola 
La. 



WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-. 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaka English and French ; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX. P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, bv a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work ; best of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 824 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-98 



WANTED— POSITlOii AS CHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; hashed five vears' experience as both; 
best of referencee furnished. Address A., care this 
office. 1-17-98 



rTTANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 

W sistant enarineer; has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 



O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 



-18^ 



W 



ANTED*- A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 
1-11-98 

WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take ofiF for the season of 1898; 
At references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-98 



WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good references. Adrress 
BOX 73^ Baton Rouge, La. 1-11-98 



W ANTED-A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

1-11.98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar houae as chief; twenty-five years' 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER soso, thU office. 1-11^ 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
graduate ofthe Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Sution. AddroM P. O. BOX 422, Lo^an, 
Utah. -I-II-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRITATK 
family as general yard mail, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N . Fi anklin atreet, city. 1 -13-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar «• 
rice plantation; satisfaction guaranteed. Address W. 
C. B;, 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleans. i -5-96 \ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
189S, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 

i>3-<38 




fi2 si-97 



ANTED- POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for 1898, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and sdl 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly tern nerate: 
best references furnished. Addrees ** OVERSEER," 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle. La. 12-30-97 



ANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer tor 1S98; can furnish recommendation 
I of the State. Address E. O. W., 
ia-30-^ 



w- 

from the best planters < 
Houma, La. 



WANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thoroughly 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 
references on hand. Address A. B., 618 St. Loias street* 
dtv. 12-28-^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER. BY 
an experienced, enexvetic and sober youngblan- 
tar; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 
Whltecastle, La. ts-aS-gy 



TTir ANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
*^ ber young m«n wants position ss manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission; gilt- edge 
reference as to ability and character. Addreas B. B., 
I9S^ Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. ia-28 97 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON. A POSITION 
as manager of a sugar planutlon by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. . Can furnish best of refers 
ences._ Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaqne- 



mine. La. 



is-a397. 



TXTANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
V* sober young roan wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation ; salary or commission ; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 19S8 Bayou Road, 
New Orleans. "-17-97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 8^ Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 
"'5-97 

W ANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 
sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
ong experience, and can furnish good references. 
Address R. V. H., 129 Deeatnr street. New Orieans. 

ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be had for 
1896. at living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, La. 
12-16.97 



TXT'ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
^" miCnager on a sugar plantation ; can furnish recom* 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and li.apides parishes and some New Orleans 
merchants. Address SMITH, care this office, is-16-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS CLERK IN A COUN- 
try or plantation store; not afraid of work. Ad- 
dress CLERK, Postoffice Box 69, New Orleans, La. 
1^3-^ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 
manager of a sugar plantation. Have had several 
years' experience. Young man ; have a family. Do not 
drink. Address B. C. MARSHALL, CheneyriUe, La. 
M-7-9y« 

WANTED — ^By a young lady ofaereral years* ex- 
perience, pocition on a plantation or elsewhere In 
country, ss governess; English, Latin and music; best 
<Iualificatlona ; hi^eat recommendations; moderate 
salary. Address XY Z, care Plantbr. i*>3-97 



W 



ANTED— A position ss manager on a angar 
. . plantation for 1898, by a pracucal cultivator of 
large experience, who can fumiah best references. Ad- 
drMS B, care of Tke Chiif, Donaldsonville, La. 
"-3^7 

WANTED — IMMEDIATELY, POSITION AS 
weigher or timekeeper; also position for iSgBon 
Clantatlon, as manager or aaslstant or time and book- 
eeper; experienced, and can give good reference. Ad* 
dress J. E.^V. DAVIS, McCalT, La. is-4.^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STABLE MAN, 
by sober, honeet and capable man, who under- 
stands his bneiness. Address HUSTL|U^ iiqp DaB^ 
atreet. New Orleans, La. is*S-9^ 
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THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

Ain> 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OPPICIAI^ ORGAN OP THB 
Lmihkuia 8u(far PianHn' /l$9oeiation, 
iBcenmn Brmck Sugar Nantwn' M99oeiation, 
iMihiana Sugar ChBmfgta' M9%oeMioii, 
Sa§§9aa Sugar Srowr^' /l9$oeiathn, 
79wa» Sugar Planters' Hatoetation, 

lut New OilMM, Ltt., 9tmj tetoriar Monilag 

BT TMB 

LOUISIANA PLANTBR AND 8UOAR 
MANUPACTURBR CO. 

Devoted to ItonislftUft Agriculture In general, and to 

""" " " ' itiy In particvlar, and In all * 

rlculturaJ, Mechanical, Chem 



tiie Soger Indostzy In particalar, «ad In all its 

ches. Agricultural, Mechanical, CI 

leal. Political and Commercial. 



BDITOXIAL corps: 



W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D. 
W. W. FUGH. 



W. J. THOMPSON. 
JOHN DYMOND. 



■atoed at the Pottoflce at New Orleans as second-class 
maU matter, July 7, 1888. 

Terms oi Subscription (including postage) |3 00 

Porelgn Subscription , 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATBS. 



Space 


1 month 


I lnch„. 


$ 5 00 


a Inch.. 


950 


3 inch . .. 


14 50 


4 Inch 


19 00 


$ Inch 


23 50 


6 toch._ 


28 00 


Tliich 


32 50 


• Inch. 


38 00 


9 Inch 


38 00 


10 Inch 


40 00 


Hntf Page........ 


60 00 


PhM Pagsi. 


100 00 



1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



$ 12 50 
24 00 

38 20 

47 50 

58 75 

70 00 

81 15 

90 00 

95 00 

100 00 

150 00 

250 00 



^ 18 75 
38 00 
54 40 

71 25 
88 15 
105 00 
121 75 
135 00 
142 60 
150 00 
235 00 
400 00 



I 25 00 

48 00 

72 50 

95 00 

117 50 

140 00 

182 50 

180 00 

190 00 

200 0(1 

300 00 

500 00 



All communications should be addressed to Thb 
LooisiAirA Plaittbb, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Ortoans, La. 



%leCmll Brothers, 
McCall A Legendre. 
Leon Godchauz, 
faaes Teller, . 
B. I«emann A Bro. 
Lconce Soniat, 
LqolsBush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C Stubbe, 
folui Dvmond, 
Deailel ThompMon, 
Pooedt Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
LiKhie Forsvth Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Sbattnck A Hoffman, 
Eflslle Host, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. 8. Clark, 
I, 9. Levert, 
SlmMon Homor. 
W; B. Bloomlleld, 
W, W. Sutdiffe, 

fohn 8. Moore, 
ames C. Mnrphy» . 
OS. Webre, 



LIST OP STOCKHOLDERS. 

R. Beltran, 
Luclen Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 



WJ, Behan, 

tT, Moore^r., 
dwards A Hauotman, 
iohn A Morris, 
:. H. Cunningham 
R. Vherbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J.L.Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E. ftj. Kock, 
Wm. Gtig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Andeitoa, 
A L. Monnot, 
Richard MilUken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesln A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BSBctrriTM coicmittbb: 



Heaiy McCall. 
Lvcien Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D.'R. Calder, . Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



Entrainment. 

This subject has been so often and so 
well discassed among sugar planters 
that it may seem unnecessary to advert 
to it at the present time, but our atten- 
tion has been called to it by a curious 
kind of entrainment. The smokestack 
of the United States assay office at 
New York has been recently repaired. 
It is 170 feet high, and was built in 
1854. The item of interest connected 
with its repair is that the sweepings 
from the smokestack were sold for 
$1500. There were fifty-two standard 
ounces of gold and 860 of silver in the 
soot. 

Gold is more than nineteen times 
heavier than water, and yet it passes off 
by entrainment or vaporization when 
melted. The melting point of gold is 
about 2000 deg. P. , and its specific grav- 
ity doubtless somewhat less at the melt- 
ing point; but in some way it entrains, 
and in the smokestack of the New York 
assay office of the Federal government 
fifty-two ounces were found in the soot 
of the chimney. The chimney is report- 
ed to have been built in 1854, but we are 
left in doubt as to whether these fifty- 
two ounces of gold represent the entrain- 
ment of forty-four years, or some shorter 
time. The salient fact is that melted 
gold went up the chimney, seemingly 
just as melted sugar does. 



The Crop. 

The weather during the past week has 
been very propitious for all field opera- 
tions, and substantial progress has been 
made in cane planting, this work being 
now practically finished all over the 
sugar district. The comparatively high 
temperature has brought out vegetation, 
and the early planted cane is coming up 
rapidly, while stubble is reported from 
some sections to be making a better 
st^nd than it did last year in April. It 
is - perhaps safe to say that the crop is 
several weeks ahead of the average sea- 
son. 



5outh Dakota Lights the Way. 

South Dakota is fortunate in having^ 
a United States Eitperiment Station 
within its limits, and under the charge 
of that able gentlemanand distinguished 
chemist. Prof. James H. Shepard. We 
have frequently referred in thesaf 
columns to the good work done by Pro- 
fessor Shepard in his endeavors to at- 
tract attention to the onany advantages 
that South Dakota possesses as a sugar 
beet raising State. 

There has recently been a Farmers' 
Institute held at Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, and the opportunity to address 
a large and appreciative audience was 
availed of by Professor Shepard, and in 
another column will be found an account 
of his address taken from the Sioux. 
Palls Press, which shows how thorough- 
ly in earnest Professor Shepard is in 
advertising this splendid industry, and 
what numerous advantages South Da* 
kota has for engaging in it. 



Rice in Madras. 



Under date of February 3 we have re^ 
ceived from our Calcutta correspondent 
the government returns of the condition 
of the rice crop in the Madras presi- 
dency, which we give in, full below. It 
will be seen that the recent Indian 
famine and the general scarcity of food 
stuffs have stimulated the rice industry 
to the extent of 10 per cent, increased 
area, some five and one-half million 
acres being planted in rice, while the 
condition of the crop indicates but two' 
thirds average yield from the land. 

The government report is as follows 

The area sown with paddy up to the end of 
Norember last amounts to 5,388,500 acres, ot 
9.3 and 10.7 per cent, more than the averages 
of the preceding five and ten years, respec^ 
tively, and alsp 6.8 per cent, more than the 
area sown during th6 corresponding period of 
the previous year. Except in the K&tna and 
Kurnool districts, the increase, compared with 
the averages and the previous year, is notice- 
able throughout the presidencj^, and partic- 
ularly in the districts of Gan&jm, Vizasapa- 
tarn, Guddapah, Nellore, Ohingleput, South 
Arcot, North Arcot, Madura, Tinneveliy an^ 
Malabar. The increase, Which is generally 
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fUtribated to the fayorable character of the 
Southwest moDSooD, would haye been greater 
but for the failure of the Northeast monsoon. 
It is probable that the reduction of local stocks, 
owing to the large exportations of the past 
year and the continuance of the high prices of 
food-grains, have stimulated sowings. 
***** 

The condition of the crop is reported to be 
generally good, thonfi:h damaged by insects in 
parts of Godivari. The failure of the North- 
east monsoon will affect the outturn in many 
parts, especially in the Camatic districts. The 
estimated outturn for the whole presidency is 
only 67, taking 100 as representing a normal 
crop. L. E. Buckley, Famine /Secretary. 

letk December, 1S97, 



Henry C. Minor. 

Death has again called from the ranks 
of the sugar planters of Louisiana, one 
of their most distinguished men. Henr}' 
C Minor died at his plantation home, 
Southdown, in Terrebonne parish, Sun- 
day morning, March 13, aged 57 years. 
Mt. Minor had bfeen a sugar planter 
from boyhood, his father, Mr. W. J. 
Minor, having opened up the lands in 
Terrebonne parish in 1828. Emerging 
from the financial wreck brought about 
by the civil war, Mr. Minor began a 
conservative course of sugar planting 
and soon became one of the most prom- 
inent planters in the State, recognized 
as progressive, of sound judgment, and 
generally an exceptionally able man, a 
good citizen and an honor to his State. 

Mr. Minor improved his property as 
rapidly as the progress of the industry 
demanded, and at the time of his death 
was the possessor of one of the best 
equipped sugar factories in the State, 
which turned out this last season several 
million pounds of sugar. He was one 
of the original members of the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters' Association which was 
organized in 1877. He was one of the 
founders of the Sugar Experiment Sta- 
tion in 1885 and of The Louisiana 
Planter in 1888. 

Mr. Minor was a most courtly gentle- 
man and much liked by all who knew 
him. He was Collector of Internal 
Revenue under President Harrison's 
administration, and was elected State 
senator for his district in 1896, but re- 
signed because of ill health. He has 
been earnestly pressed by his friend.s 
for the position of collector of the port 
uiider President McKinley, and, but for 
his untimely death, would probably 
have received the appointment. In him 
the sugar-planting world has lost one of 
its foremost men, the State one of its 
best citizens. His friends will mourn 
bis loss for many years to come. 



LOCAL LETTERS. 



Iberville. 

[Special OorrespoDdetioe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been favorable on the whole sinpe last report. 
There was a light rain Sanday morning which 
delayed the work of planting com for a day, 
but since then the work has been pushed vigo- 
rously. The few who had some cane to plant 
got it in this week, and we believe now that all 
cane has been planted. Ploughing land for 
com, planting com, scraping plant cane and 
digging stubble are the works now under way. 
Now and then a spot of bad cane is found, but 
on investigation it generally turns out to be an 
end, or piece, that for some reason or another 
was left uncovered and exposed for a time, 
otherwise the crop is promising and Is from 
three to four weeks ahead of the average 
season. 

We were shown this week at the Augusta 
plantation of Hon. Andrew H. Gay, a corn 
crib constructed out of logs. It is made in two 
bins or sections each 40x80 feet, with a space 
between for carts to dump, etc., and sufficiently 
high to contain over 4000 barrels of com. The 
sills, girders and rafters were all made of logs 
and young trees and the barn is put up on 
cypress blocks, floored with puncheons, and 
covered with boards made on the place; In 
fact the only materials bought were laths for 
the roof and planks to make the openings. 

The total cost of the structure was $318, and 
its architect, Mr. John Terrell, of .Rosedale, 
the energetic manager of Augusta, is justly 
proud of his work, especially as be tested Its 
capacity last season. Notwithstanding that 
more than half the year is past, more than 
half of Augusta's com is still untouched and 
in fine condition and free from weevils. Au- 
gusta made last year 7000 barrels of corn on 
325 acres of ground, not an acre of which was 
broken up prior to March 29. This year the 
crops at Mr. Gay's Grosse Tete properties 
promise splendid results. All cane wis in early 
and has been scraped, the com is all planted 
and the stubble is being shaved and dug. At 
Augusta there are in plant cane 345 acres and 
90 of stubble, and at Sliady Grove, adjoining, 
200 of plant and 145 of stubble. This cane 
will be rolled at the Union sugar house, and, 
unless Manager Walsh looks out, January will 
find him in the toils. 

Messrs. V. & J. A. Berthelot, of the Old 
Hickory plantation, have contracted with 
Messrs. Payne & Joubert, of New Orleans, for 
a double effect evaporating apparatus of the 
standard type, with a guaranteed capacity to 
concentrate 150,000 gallons of cane juice each 
twenty-four hours, bringing it from a density 
of 6 deg. Baume to syrup of a density of 27 B., 
under a steam pressure of not more than five 
pounds in the steam belt of the first effect. 
Mr. Payne of the firm named above has placed 
and superintended numerous large contracts 
for sugar-house machinery in this parish, 
always with satisfaction. Some time since a 
prominent planter of the Bayou Gonla neigh- 
borhood told OS that Mr. Payne knew belter 
than any man he ever saw how to place ma- 



chinery so as to economize space and give sat- 
isfactory work. Mr. Victor Berthelot thinks 
with this addition Old Hickory will be enabled 
to take off their crop without any more fuel 
than what is now on band, thus saving ex- 
pense as well as time. 

At a special meeting of the police jury, held 
Tuesday, Hon. Andrew H. Gay and Mr.«£. 0. 
LeBlanc were selected to form, with a third 
member to be named by the town council of 
Plaquemine. a committee to consult with Major 
Quinn, United States engineer, al>out the Bayou 
Plaquemine drainage question. 

Ibkrvillk. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Speoial OorretpoDdenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been fairly favorable for field work during the 
past weea, no rain havinic fallen smoe last 
Saturday night. Monday it was impossible to 
continue the work of planting, but on Tuesday 
those who had not yet finished were able to 
resume. Since then field operations have been 
pushed forward as rapidly as circurostancei 
will permit. 

Little or no danger is now apprehended from 
cold sufficiently severe to injure the cane. In- 
deed, the weather has l>een exceedingly warm 
and springlike during the past week, the ther- 
mometer reaching up in the SOs during the 
day. With vegetation springing up on all 
sides and a temperature sufficiently high to 
turn one^s thoughts to fans and ice water, the 
people hereabouts may well be pardoned if 
they consider the winter of 1897-98 as nnm- 
l)ered with the things that were. 

Information as to the stubble and plant eane 
continues of a favorable character. In black 
land and in low places where water remained 
on the ground any length of time, some de- 
fective seed is found, but the bulk of the cane 
is good. Stubbles that have been dug are 
l>eginning to show up nicely. Considering 
prevailing conditions, it can be said that the 
cultivating season of 1898 has begun most 
auspiciously. The work of planting has air 
most been finished, and with a continuation of 
the present favorable weather it is quite saf^ 
to say that within two weeks all that is to be 
planted will have gone into the ground. 

During the past three or four months the 
money market, so far as it affects sugar prop- 
erty, has eased up considerably. Money at 
from 6 to 8 per cent, on long time payments 
can now be obtained with ease. For numeroui 
and obvious reasons this state of affairs is most 
gratifying, particularly to those who need 
financial assistance. 

On all the plantations there is an abundance 
of labor, which is being paid 75 cents per day. 
Sambo works willingly and cheerfully, and 
seems altogether satisfied with the prevailing 
rate of wages. 

The river at this point is well wiUiin its 
banks, and the condition of the upper river 
and tributaries justifies the hope that we shall 
escape the danger that menaced the sugar dis- 
trict last spring. 

A telephone line is projected along the river 
front of this parish, from Bruly Landhag 
(connecting with the lower coast) to New 
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:BoadB, Folnte Coupee parish. 8ach a line 
would be of great l>eneiit to our people, par- 
ticularly during iiigli water. 

A meeting of the polioe jury last Monday 
and the assembling of the District Court 
brought together some of the most prominent 
planters in Wbst Baton Bougk. 



Assumption. 

[Special Correspondence.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The last week has 
marked the coming of warmer and better 
weather. The last few nights have been warm 
and the days decidedly an improvement on the 
cold weather of the early days of March. 
Under the more favorable conditions the cane 
planted first Is coming up rapidly and a con- 
tinuance of the present spell means that in a 
few more weeks all of the plant will be up and 
showing that is coming out of the ground. 

The stubble, as previously reported, Is very 
much in evidence, and there is already a much 
better stand of stubble than could be seen last 
year in April. Planters in Assumption, from 
all I can learn, are much more ahead with 
their work than those of the river parishes. 
Here about all of the cane has been planted, 
much of the plant cane scraped, and the stubble 
either shaved or nearly so. The com land is 
ready to be planted and last week much of it 
was planted. 

At present writing the weather is cloudy 
and a light rain has fallen. It has not been so 
fiur enough to interfere with field work. The 
whistle of the tugs shows that the coal men, 
fearful of low water, are rushing in their coal. 
A boat is sunk at the Rosedale line, rather 
trenching on the channel, but with a continu- 
ance of the present rate of fall in the bayou 
there will be ample opportunities to unload 
it and get the boat out of the way. 

Mr. Clarence Barton informs us that this 
year he has made a larger planting than he 
haa in any previous year. Woodlawn, too, 
this year will have more plant cane than ever 
before for the mill. As a rule the planting 
will equal that of last year. We believe that 
the amount of improvements erected this year 
will equal if it does not exceed that of any 
previous year. In my letter of next week I 
will probably be able to report two Important 
improvements now in contemplation. The 
brick men tell me that the demand for their 
product was never so brisk nor so early. Sev- 
eral have sold all on hand and have engaged 
the next kiln ahead. This means plenty of 
work at fair wages to the mechanics and the 
distribution of a large gum of money In the 
country that Is l>ound to help all. 

This country would be a veritable paradise If 
we could get rapid transportation of our prod- 
ucts to the market. But along with the rail- 
road we want the railroad commission. 

A railroad would mean active competition, 
a better price for cane, an independence in 
oase of the destruction of one of the large f ao- 
leiiet at the beginning of grinding or during 
ttiat season. We will have a railroad at no 
IcUft^Dt date, and then landa will be so high 
.thutrtjie klondyke gold-seekers will come to 
the fertile valley of the LajEeurohe and invest 



in a perfect climate their hoardings from the 
Arctic regions. Perhaps the expression per- 
fect climate is drawing it a little strong, but 
the Constitutional Convention will next take 
up the subject of climate when it has finished 
regulating the suffrage, and we think there 
will be fewer obstacles in the way of giving 
satisfaction. 

The roadman In the lower district has done 
some good work in filling holes and the trav- 
eler is much more religiously inclined since 
the bad places are disappearing. There is 
some opposition to this system of road work- 
ing. We trust that after a full and fair trial 
It will prove a complete success. But of this 

MoBE Amon. 



Terrebonne. 



[Special Corre8pond6nce.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The more favor- 
able meteorological influences of recent date 
have enabled planters to progress more rapidly 
with field work than at any time this season, 
and now It can be reasonably anticipated that 
cane planting will be brought to a close 
throughout the parish at an early date. All 
fears of an injurious cold wave are about past, 
as the pecan trees are now budding and the 
fig trees are in leaf. 

Com planting, stubble shaving and digging 
may be witnessed on the different places 
where the cane areas have been seeded. On 
the lower Terrebonne, in the neighborhood of 
the refinery, plantings will terminate about 
the end of the week, should the weather con- 
tinue favorable. On the line of railroad the 
plantings have been brought to a close on some 
places, and on others the operation is well ad- 
vanced. On the Chacahoula, at Poverty Flat, 
of Messrs. McCollom & Cocke, and on Forest 
Qrove, of Messrs. Buford A Bernard, cane 
planting may terminate this week. On the 
lower Bayou Black the Messrs. BonviUain 
Bros, still have cane to plant, and on the places 
of Mr. J. D. Minor the work has been brought 
to a close. But few complaints are made as to 
the soundness of the sec d, yet its sprouted 
condition is detrimental. 

The discussion of stubble shaving at the last 
meeting of the Louisiana Sugar Planters^ As- 
sociation was opportune, as many are inclined 
to carry the operation to extremes. That light 
and early work may be advantageous Is prob- 
ably true ; but to shave deep and late is cer- 
.talnly at times at least very injurious. The 
implement in time may be so improved that 
the work will be done very early in the year 
when the land is too moist to plough, by 
operating prior to ploughing, removing the 
top crust and severed stumps, if desired. 
Where labor is unreliable, then a greater re- 
course must be had to mechanical devices to 
expedite any and all field operations. 

Wednesday of last week was favorable, also 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; on Snnday 
light showers fell during the forenoon, not 
enough to interfere with ploughing the next 
day, Monday; Tqesday and Wednesday dear 
and sunshine, with spring-liike temperatHre. 
The following is the official report fiom 
Schriever: 
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. 80.3 
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74.2 


50.2 
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After a prolonged illness, Mr. H. C. Minor/ 
of Southdown, died at 1 :30 A. m. on the 13th 
of March, and was burled the following day. 
His remains were followed to their last resting 
place by relatives and a large concourse of the 
citizens of the parish, and friends from else- 
where, who manifested deep sympathy for the 
family In their bereavement. Bishop Sessums, 
of the Episcopal Church, conducted the re- 
ligious ceremonies, assisted by Mr. Prosser, the 
pastor of the Episcopal Church here, and the 
Rev. Mr. Brewster, of New Orleans. 

During the war. In the absence of his elder 
brother, Mr. Minor aided his father, Capt. 
Wm. Minor, In the management of his large 
landed estates, coming to this parish and tak- 
ing charge of the Southdown and Hollywood 
estates, where be continued to make his home. 
Under his supervision the agricultural and 
manufacturing capabilities of the estate have 
been materially developed, and the property is 
now one of the finest in the State. Descended 
from a long line of Whig ancestors, Mr, 
Minor, always conservative and actuated by 
what he deemed best for the future prosperity 
of the State, when he thought duty demanded 
it, advocated the principle of protection to 
American industries, and became a National 
Republican in politics. The dependent, both 
white and colored, have lost a sympathizing 
friend and the State an exemplary and valued 
citizen. Tbrrebonmv. 

Vermilion, 



[Special Correspondence. J 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather for 
the past week has been more favorable for 
farm work than for several weeks prior and 
most of our farmers have taken advantage of 
it. Cane planting is about finished and lands 
are being rapidly prepared for com, cotton 
and rice. The increase in all crops will come 
up to the reports heretofore given in Tub 
Planter with the exception of cotton, and 
every indication points to a decrease in the 
acreage of that staple. 

Perry, La., is to have a central sugar refinery 
at an early date. It will be remembered that 
mention was made in Thb Planter some time 
ago about Mr. O. M. Nilson purchasing the 
old Perry farm, two miles south of Abbeville, 
who would after this year turn it into a cane 
plantation. Well, Mr. Nilson bought the place 
and has organized a company with a capital 
stock of $600,000 for the purpose of erecting a 
large refinery thereon. The charter of the 
company, which was christened the Vermilion 
Sugar Coiitpany, Limited, is now l>eing pub- 
lished in the Bepubiiean Idsa of Abbeville, and 
the organiaers are O. M. Kilson, W. S. Nilson 
and Joel Moody, of Perry, La., and W. J. 
Hughes, .of St. Louis, Mo., . and W. L. 
aaiaes,el Kansaa Ci^^ lfe«,.wlth<^M. Kli^ 
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«on, president; W. J. Hughes and W. L. 
Qaines, yice presidents, and Joel Moody, secre- 
tary. The site for this plant, which is to he 
one of the largest and most up-to-date plants 
in the State, is now heing leveled and pat in 
shape and it is more than probable that the 
building |will be erected this summer. The 
location is one of the finest in the State, being 
•located about one and a half miles south of 
Abbeville, and just north of the town of Perry 
on the bank of the Vermilion river, and 
directly in the heart of the cane producing 
section of this vicinity. For miles in either 
direction from this mill are hundreds of acres 
of undeveloped sugar lands that will in a 
couple of years supply two mills of the size of 
that to be erected by the Vermilion Sugar 
Company, Limited. This is something that 
th^ country around Abbeville has needed for 
years and will, in the opinion of your cor- 
respondent, do more to build up the country 
than any other move that could have been 
started. They will have their plant ready to 
grind the 1899 crop of cane. This same 
company also has in view the erection of a 
large plant on the west bank of Vermilion 
river, ten miles south of Abbeville on the 
Charity place, a large plantation owned by 
Mr. O. M. Nilson. There is nothing definite 
about this, however. 

Mr. Adrienne Nunez and wife, of Live Oak 
plantation, left Monday morning for a we^k in 
Kew Orleans. 

Mr. J. T. Labit, Abbeville*s efficient post- 
master, and wife, are spending the week in the 
Crescent City. Mr. Labit is attending a meet- 
ing of the Grand Lodge F. and A. M. 

Mr. O. M. Nilson, president of the Vermilion 
Sugar Company, limited, came in a few days 
ago to attend to business pertaining to the 
company. 

Mr. W. S. Nilson had the misfortune of get- 
ting his ankle broken a few days ago. He was 
driving out near the I. & V. Railroad depot 
south of town when his horses became fright- 
ened and ran away, throwing him from the 
buggy with the above results. He is doing 

well. 

The Foley Bros., of Indiana, who recently 
purchased 1000 acres of rice land in the west- 
ern part of this parish near Shell Beach, have 
arrived with stock and implements to put the 
land in rice this year. P. 0. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Oorreapondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Progress is the 
word which fits best the efforts now being 
made by l>oth the planters and farmers in their 
rush to forward ploughing and planting. It 
appears from what can now be gleaned from 
the farmers that a big com crop is being 
planted this spring, to be followed at laying by 
with a heavy pea planting for the purpose of 
improving and building up the soil. 

In looking over the situation and counting 
the cost of fertilizers and considering the low 
rate at which the farmers have sold their cot- 
ton seed, it would have been a decided advan- 
tage to have kept the seed at home and applied 
it to the com, cotton and cane lands. There is 
hardly room to doubt but that the cane grower 



could save a nice sum hy purchasing cotton 
seed instead of meal to apply to cane lands, 
when the seed fetches no more on the market 
than it has for some months past. 

While the effects obtained from the whole or 
crashed seed may not be as quick as that from 
the meal, there is hardly any reason to doubt 
but that the results obtained from the employ- 
ment of the whole or crushed seed are much, 
more lasting and the benefits greater than that 
received by the application of cotton seed meal 
to either cane or com. 

But fearing that I may be treading on pro- 
hibited grounds, I shall leave the matter as it 
stands to our soil chemist to decide upon. 

The Planter's scribe called during last 
week on Mr. 0. F. Knoll, the busy proprietor 
of the £llen Kay plantation, and was, to say 
the least, somewhat taken by surprise to find 
planting so well advanced. 

In the field I found the manager, Mr. R. 
Wood, putting the finishing touches to the last 
planted rows of cane. The land was in fine 
tilth for the plow, a good token at this season 
of the year for beautiful crops to follow ; 225 
acres have been planted to cane, every acre of 
which will produce from thirty to forty tons 
with most any sort of a season, except one of 
extreme drought. The seed cane to plant this 
225 acres was found to be as sound as a gold 
dollar from beginning to end. 

Mr. Knoll will have some 800 acres in culti- 
vation this season, including the lands rented 
to tenants, all of which really come under the 
same head. The stubble on the place is, judg- 
ing from present indications, sound from be- 
ginning to ending. Mr. Knoll will plant a 
large acreage to com and pease, preparatory 
to increasing the acreage to cane next year. 

The drainage on both the £llen Kay and the 
Shirley plantations is now being attended to 
in a manner to fully drain the soils of 
the surplus water as rapidly as it may be 
possible to do with the open drains. Mr. 
Knoirs idea is, that to attain the most favora- 
ble results from the soil, the first essentials are 
good drainage, deep fall ploughing, giving the 
soil a thorough breaking up, and by the con- 
stant planting of pease to preserve the fertility 
of the land. For cultivating the soil purchase 
none but the best make of planting imple- 
ments, use them intelligently, and when not in 
use keep all tools painted and under shelter to 
save money, time and labor. 

Mr. Knoll is now having a building con- 
structed large enough for storing on the lower 
first fioor all of his wagons and carts, heavy 
plows, etc., with an upper floor so arranged 
that tons of hay may be stacked into it and 
•then preserved until called for on the place as 
needed. In every respect the Ellen Kay and 
Shirley plantations, with such a progressive man 
as Mr. Knoll as proprietor, can not possibly be 
anything else but successful. 

And there need be no surprise felt when it is 
stated that the prol>abilities are that next sea- 
son will see a sugar factory building on Mr. 
Knoirs Shirley plantation, which lies just 
across the bayou from the beautiful Ellen Kay 
plantation. 

The majority of those planting cane are now 



through and are planting or preparing to plant 
their com crops. 

The weather for the past two or three days 
has been warm and showery. Vegetation ii 
springins: into life, presaging an early spring, 
and it is to be hoped a season of bountiful 
crops to harvest. Erim. 



St. James — Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.J 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It seems that the 
long-looked-for fair weather has at last come 
to stay, and we are once more enjoying the 
delights of sunny days. Although the weather 
is still somewhat cloudy we have not been 
showered upon by rain of any consequence for 
the past two weeks. The atmosphere is 
remarkably mild and more inclined to warmth 
than cold— and were it not that it is yet a little 
too soon to think that winter had retired we 
would almost think that spring was already 
here, as everything suggests its return. Trees 
and shmbs in general are sprouting. The 
planters hope to soon have the satisfaction of 
seeing a green trace all along the cane rows, 
marking the sprouting seed. All have a good 
opinion of cane seed this year, and every 
planter expects to reap a heavier crop this fall 
than has been seen or heard of in a long timci. 
We hope they are speaking the truth. In the 
fields where planting is finished, plant cane is 
being Fcraped, and in some places dig^ng the 
stubbles has already begun. 

Messrs. Pugh & Hlmel, of Wilton planta- 
tion, who are well-known hustlers, have pur- 
chased a second-baud outfit for their sugar 
house, consisting of the mill, machine and 
vacuum pan of the Elm Hall plantation of Mr. 
Godchaux. Although it is second-hand, it 
is still a fine outfit, and will doubtless prove its 
capacities when the time comes to grind the 
immense crop of the Wilton plantation. Mr. 
Willy Pochfe, of St. James, has the contract to 
put up the extensive repairs. 

Last Saturday at the court house took place 
at public auction the sale of the David and 
Hester plantations, belonging to the McCann 
succession. They were bought by the Gra- 
mercy Company, for the sum of $95,000. This 
sale has been effected merely to acquire good 
titles for these plantations, which they did |iot 
have, for they have been the property of the 
Gramercy Company for some months past. 

Our bad public thoroughfares are getting 
almost equal to shell roads. With the help of 
he road machine they have been put in a very 
fine state, and no more complaints are heard 
from those who were compelled to go through 
them to fulfil their daily duties. 

Last week Dr. F. L. Haydel, formerly of St 
James parish, died in St. Louis at the advanced 
age of eighty years, heart disease being the 
cause. His death is greatly regretted by a 
number of friends and relatives here. 

CONVKNT. 



Mr. William Helmke, the pan man on 
Raceland during the past campaign, is report- 
ed to have distinguished himself in the usual 
way by getting fine results. Mr. Helmke is 
known as a top notcher at his trade and pro- 
poses to stay at the head. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Berlin, February 20, 1898. 

Editor Louisicna Planter: The weather is 
oow equal to the season, or, I should rather 
Bay, the season is equal to the weather, for the 
former phrase would Imply that the weather 
has changed, which, however, is not at all the 
case, only the season is now sufficiently ad- 
Tanoed as to harmonize with the wild and 
Changeable weather we have had all this time, 
and particularly changeable it was last week 
•gain. At the commencement it was nice, dry 
and springlike, afterward rains and snow storms 
get in, and at the close cool and bracing 
weather was prevailing, and in some highly 
situated locations they bad even light frosts. 
The meteorological conditions are at present 
only of interest on account of the beginning of 
field work, and in this respect they are far 
ifom being satisfactory, inasmuch as they are 
fmt too wet, so that the ground is still inaccess- 
ible for ploughing. There is, of course, no 
Ume lost yet, for it early for any kind of 
field work, and for a normal and regular start 
it would be now just the time. The agricnlt- 
oriBta are fearing frosts still, as it is consid- 
ered, as a rule, that the winter sooner or later 
will have its own, and for that reason it is 
possible that the sowings of beets are effected 
with some hesitation. The same review of t*ie 
weather and its possible consequences is taken 
abroad, where the spring is even further ad- 
vanced than in this country. More particu- 
larly is this 60 in France, where they cpmplain 
already of the weeds overrunning the fields; 
besides it is feared that in consequence of the 
mild winter the vermin will increase on an on- 
osoally large scale and do more harm than in 
average years. As to the importance of beet 
sowings nothing new of particular Interest has 
transpired. 

The l>ounty question, I am sorry to say, has 
not yet appeared in the order of the day. 
True, there is at present no date fixed or even 
probable for the meeting of the conference, 
bat the newspapers in Germany, Austria, 
France and England persistently discuss the 
subject and let it not come to rest. Once 
France is said to refuse to make any conces- 
sion whatever; another time she is represented 
to be willing to treat on a certain basis with a 
view at least to meet to some extent the con- 
ditions of the other powers. There is obvi- 
oosly a strong party in England in favor of 
abolishing the bounties. Evidently the Eng- 
lish do not like to incur too heav) an expendi- 
ture for the benefit of their West Indian colo- 
nies, and as the latter are clamoring in the 
first place for the annihilation of the bounty 
system, the mother country would be cheaply 
M if they have their will done. But never- 
theless the bounty, it seems, shall be no longer 
counteracted by countervailing duties, as many 
persons had proposed, but by an absolute pro- 
hibition of bounty-fed sugar. This way, they 
believe, will bring France to terms. But quite 
apart from the fact that the exclusion of any 
kind of goods is diametrically opposed to the 



principles of free trade, it would be no less in 
opposition with most commercial treaties, and 
if the English become aware that France, for 
instance, will take retaliatory measures, it is 
doubtful whether the British Parliament would 
approve of a policy which necessarily leads to 
commercial if not political complications. 
Any way the vexed bounty question is as vexed 
as ever. 

As an advantage of the feeding of molasses 
to horses, together of course with some other 
substance such as meal or peat, it has been 
found, and by experiments satisfactorily put in 
evidence, that it Is a good prophylactic means 
against the disease of colic. A farmer who 
keeps twenty-four horses in his stable had, 
during two years, not one case of colic, and he 
feeds his animals three pounds of molasses 
together with three poimda of ground peat per 
day. The latter stuff proved not only quite 
useful, but was also cheaper, and the cost of 
feeding a horse this way is reduced also for one 
year to the extent of 44 marks or $11. [n the 
report from which tlris is clipped it is especially 
stated that the use of peat has not affected in 
any way the force and vitality of the horses. 

In the principality of Anhalt (Germany), 
which on its small territory counts twenty- 
eight sugar factories, the government has 
issued a decree regulating the employment of 
children in beet culture. Only children eight 
years of age can be employed for a whole day, 
the working time of which is fixed to last from 
6 o^clock A. M. to 6 o^clook p. m., with two hours 
pause at noon. Younger children (than eight 
years) must be employed only for one-half or 
two- thirds of a day. If the number of the 
working children is greater than twenty- five, 
the two sexes must be kept separate on their 
way to the workhag place, and if possible also 
on the latter. Prior to morning tuition it is 
forbidden to employ children in field work at 
all, and the farmers or manufacturers failing 
to strictly observe this rule are fined 15 marks. 

Business and profits of our refineries are 
*^ picking up, ^ ^ as you say in America. The board 
of directors of the Rositz refinery, an establish- 
ment which treats only molasses by means of 
the strontia process, has resolved to pay for 
1897 a dividend of 14 per cent., as against 12 
per cent. in. 1896. This factory, it must be 
mentioned, had an extra profit derived from a 
certain financial operation, but the proceeds of 
this operation have been mostly used for very 
liberal writings off. There is the Provhacial 
sugar refinery, at Stettin, which proposes to 
pay 10 per cent., as against 5 per cent, last 
year. The Frankenthal refinery gives IQ% per 
cent., the same as in 1895-96. The Refinery 
Danzig has covered in 1897 a debit balance of 
72,948 marks, and carries forward a credit 
balance of 16,286 marks. 

A company of shareholders has been incor- 
porated to build a sugar factory in Paraguay. 
Their capital is 700,000 pesos (paper currency), 
and the capacity is to be 120,000 arrobas sugar, 
which quantity is intended to replace the import 
of sugar from France and Austria. 

The markets continued in the first . days of 
the week rather firm, and prices could obtain 
some further slight advances. This improve- 
ment of prices, ho^wver, attracted larger 



offerings, and a part of the latter oould latet 
on only be placed at a decline, so thdt prices 
all around close nearly on a par with last 
week's dosing quotations, viz. : For actual 8$ 
per cent, rendement, at Magdeburg, at 10.10 to 
10.32 marks, and for delivery February, at 9.7 
marks, at Hamburg, f . o. b. The improvement 
of refined, noted last week, has not made any 
progress, and, with moderate transactions, 
quotations remain unchanged. 

ROBEBT HSHNIG. 



Barbados. 

The past fortnight has been exceptionally dry 
—indeed, so far February has been woefully 
deficient in rain water; that the young plants 
have suffered goes without saying. In some 
districts there are too many dead holes, giving 
the fields a patchy appearance. Showers are 
wanted to bnng up the supplies and promote 
regularity; but, notwithstanding the recent 
scarcity of rain water, the young crop con- 
tinues to look well on the whole, while fields, 
beautiful in their regularity, please the eye on 
every side. It is because our soil is so beauti- 
fully tilled, the contrast so marked between the 
clean surface and the green rows of plants, 
each one sec in its own square, that the slight- 
est defect of growth, a slight tinge of yellow in 
the blade, or a ^* dead hole,'^ so quickly strikes 
the eye. To us rain water is life— a deficiency 
at a critical period of the sugar canes' growth, 
and what period is not critical? — means loss; 
more pith, less juioe and an inferior yield. It 
is surprising, too, how quickly our marly, 
dripstone soil soaks up the water, leaving the 
surface dry ; no wonder is it that the planter, 
having no watering-pot, perpetually cries for 
the rain and measures so carefully the precious 
drops as they fall, for these inches of rain are 
the blood of the cane, which is the life of our 
country. And yet, to us with our imperfect 
machinery, nothing can be more disastrous 
than a wet crop season, absit omen^ for in this 
crucial year of grace much depends on the crop 
about to be reaped — it is a thing to be talked 
alH>ut with bated breath. Individuals go un* 
der and nobody cares, but curtail exports, and 
therefore Imports, and everybody cares. 

The burden hitherto has been almost solely 
individual, galling the bare neck of the in- 
vestor in sugar plantations, which are kept in 
beautiful order whether they pay or not. So 
far as the upkeep goes there is no stint and 
practically no change, except that necessity 
has compelled the planter to be more careful; 
money can not now be scattered recklessly, 
but agricultural wage earning remains much 
in its old position. The possibilities for the 
energetic wsge-esmer are much the same now 
ae ever, his weekly earnings depend altogether 
on himself, and as there is a dearth of agri- 
cultural laborers in this island good workers 
are always in demand. It is far otherwise 
with the inferior and desultory workers and 
the ever- increasing class of loafers and idlers 
—the parasitic class who burden the country 
with pauperism, and when employed scamp 
their work. But every man in this island, 
whether worker or idler, lives, and somebow 
keeps far, and the estate system maintains 
thiBm all, for on the. working of the plant^i- 
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ttoat depends the exports which bring back 
the imi>orts which feed and clothe our large 
population on such easy terms. Those who 
would change all this in the interests of the 
laboring population and giye to each man an 
acre and a. cow hardly know what they are 
talking about. The contribution of the exist- 
ing peasant proprietor to exports is practically 
nily whilst the ground provisions grown on 
his holding are not sufficient to maintain his 
family, who without employment on planta- 
tions would be stranded. The yoiume of our 
trade depends entirely on the output of our 
plantations, and swells or contracts with the 
quantity or money value of that crop; it is, 
therefore, matter of prime importance to the 
general population to maintain our systematic 
cultivation and not allow the estates and oon- 
sequently that system of agriculture to t>e 
abandoned. To maintain our island in any- 
thing like comfort, exports to the value of at 
least £600,000 per annum are necessary. Low 
prices and the want of markets have of late 
years forced us to live on less, and the ques- 
tion is how best to counteract this downward 
tendency. 

The only possible way is to make more out 
of the crop which the soil produces, and that 
can only be done by improved systems of 
crushing and manufacture. Something has to 
be done to rescue our island from stagnation, 
and we should prepare so as to take advantage 
of the revival of the sugar trade which must 
sooner or later take place when Great Britain 
awakes to a sense of right, and of her own 
permanent advantage, and removes the boun- 
ty shackles with which her own gp*eedy and 
shortsighted policy has allowed the trade to 
be cramped and bound. Nature has made our 
island a 8Ufi:ar mine, and pity it is not to have 
the appliances for gathering in its fullness the 
produce of the soil. We have recently had 
the advantage of comparing some interesting 
results of single and double crushing—com- 
parisons made between some of our largest 
and most powerful mills at work in Trinidad— 
and the advantage is all of 10 per cent, or more 
in favor of the latter. Again, in our open kettle 
evaporization we are great losers. Percent- 
ages fail to bring home to the mind the act- 
ual loss, but looked at from the money point 
of view it grows prodigious. But in the fol- 
lowing way the figures become convincing, 
and they are purposely put below the mark, 
for where now the soil-output of sugar cane 
is manufactured into a value of say £600,000 
it would by double crushing, proper manufact- 
ure, and increased value swell to a value of 
£900,000. 

Statistics abound which prove that the gain 
with modem machinery is much greater than 
this, but it is enough for our present purpose 
to put the matter in concrete form, and to ac- 
centuate the woeful waste by which we are 
impoverished, for, as we have indicated, and 
as can be readily proved, we lose in value very 
nearly one- half of our annual crop. Still, 
festina lente must be our motto, and the rusting 
usines of Demerara and St. Lucia remain a 
salutary object lesson. Our common process 
has kept us in touch with our only customers 
the American refiners, and from that frail 



round of our ladder we can not venture to take 
our foot until it please the British €k>vemmeut 
to cease from ruining us by giving us free 
markets. The early offers of the season are 
$1.60 for muscovado in hogsheads, $1.70 in 
bags, at which prices, and perhaps lower, the 
yearns crop must perforce be given away. In- 
dividuals forced by their environment to carry 
on their estates to their own ruin and loss are 
thus placed in an industrial predicament 
unique in the annals of trade. Mr. Chamber- 
lain told the British pubhc that they were 
making money at the expense of their colonial 
brethren ; we may go a step further and tell 
them that they have driven the British sugar 
cane planter into a tight comer from which 
there is no escape, and in which they are com- 
pelling him to immolate himself, and to com- 
mit a sort of industrial hari kari.~^0rr(eu/(ur- 
i$t Reporter J February 19, 



Sugar as a Stimulantor as a Nutrient. 

It is a fact well-known to Alpine tourists that 
on diflicult climbing excursions an increased 
desire is felt for the consumption of sweets and 
sweetened food,and many who never touch such 
things at home devour large quantities of them 
on these tours. It is also frequently remarked 
how eagerly the guides appropriate any sugar 
that may be left over and consume it en route. 
At the instigation of the Prussian war office 
investigations have recently been made, by 
means of a special apparatus, into the question 
whether the consumption of small quantities of 
sugar rendered the tired muscles capable of 
renewed exertion. In order to obtain a prac- 
tical result, the person who was made the sub- 
ject of the experiment was kept totally ignor- 
ant of the object of the experimenters. One 
day a sweet liquid was administered contain- 
ing thirty grams of sugar, and on the next day 
a similar liquid oontainins: a sufficient amount 
of saccharine to render it indistinguishable 
from the other as regarded taste. When a very 
large amount of muscular work had been per- 
formed, it was found that a greater quantity of 
work could be got through on the days when 
sugar was given than on the days when sac- 
charine was given. The system had become 
very poor in sugar, in consequence of the 
severe muscular effort which had previously 
been gone through, and hence the administra- 
tion of a comparatively small quantity of sugar 
had the effect of producing an increased capa- 
bility for work. — Times -Democrat. 



Mr. J. C. Brand, of Lafourche parish, was a 
guest of the St. Charles during the past week. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth, of the Lower Coast, 
was up in the city on Monday and put up at 
the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. Adam Short and Mr. A. M. Underwood, 
both from the splendid Bellevue plantation, of 
which they are co- proprietors, were visit- 
ors to the city during the past week, and went 
down to the Royal Hotel of Colonel Rivers. 

Mr. C. B. Maginnis and Mrs. Maginnis, of 
the splendid Woodlawn plantation, were in the 
city on a visit a few days ago, and registered 
at the St. Charles HoteU 



BEET SUQAR. 

Salinas, California. 

Since our last report an immense amount of 
work has been done. The two immense steel 
smokestacks are completed and the scaffold- 
ings removed from the interior. The steel 
framework of the l>oiler house has been fin- 
ished by the Risdon Iron Works and the brick- 
work has been almost completed as far as the 
eaves. The immense furnaces under the forty- 
eight large boilers are being rapidly bricked 
and the work will soon be commenced on fin- 
ishing the roof. 

In the storeroom are huge racks filled with 
rubber and iron washers, steel nuts, braces, 
bits and all sorts of spare tools. In one comer 
of this room a space has been enclosed and 
within it are sixteen draughtsmen busy all day 
drawing plans, etc., under the direction of Mr. 
Schierholtz. 

The machine shop, blacksmith and carpenter 
shops show increased activity in the employees, 
who are busy getting out material for the 
factory. 

Going across the river, the immense exca- 
vating work is still being carried on. Some 
100,000 cubic feet of earth has already been 
removed. On the crest of the hill above this 
huge silo pit. Contractor McMahon has a force 
of men who are busy with scrapers getting 
ready for the excavations for the immense 
reservoir. This will be lined with concrete 
and will have a capacity of 1,300,000 gallons. 

Recrossing the river several of the artesian 
wells are to be seen, the water coming to with- 
in a few inches of the surface in every one thus 
far sunk. 

The centre of attraction, the main building, 
looms up in all its grandeur as the visitor ap- 
proaches it. The north half, five stories hi^, 
is up. Twelve roof tmsses are in place and 
there are thirty-eight crystallizers in position 
on the third floor. Seven of the immense vats 
for boiling the sugar will l>e hoisted to their 
place to-morrow. This portion of the main 
building will have five floors and is 250 feet in 
length. 

Adjoining this for 165 feet will be the machin- 
ery portion of the factory. There will be one 
floor only. Above the second story level it 
will be clear of obstruction to the roof. The 
south end will have three floors. It will be 
170 feet long, making a grand total of 585 feet. 
In the centre of the middle section workmen 
are busy building a large concrete foundation 
for the heaviest portion of the machinery. The 
entire section has bolt rods in place for the 
machinery. 

The erection of the steel work by the Risdon 
Iron Worlcs, under the superintendency of 
George R. Field, will necessitate the use of up* 
ward of 500,000 rivets, all of which are driven 
red hot. The labors of the riveters and drill- 
ers are much lightened by the introduction, 
recently by Mr. Field of a pneumatic plant lor 
operating drills, reamers, as also for driving 
rivets by means of compressed air. The plants 
which belongs to the Risdon Iron Works and 
was installed for handling this job alone, ooo* 
sists of a 60 horse-power boiler and one air^ 
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compressor, whlcb generates 800 eabic feet of 
atr a minute. The men engaged in the work 
are op on the fifth floor, and some idea of the 
power of this plant can be had when it be- 
comes known that each riveting tool and drill 
requires 60 cubic feet of air per minute. The 
air is compressed into a receiver through a 
pressure of upward of 100 pounds to the square 
inch, and is then conveyed to the fifth story by 
means of a 2>^ inch gas pipe. The steel frame 
will he finished inside of seventy days. 

Across the road from the factory grounds 
can be seen the fortv cottages erected for Mr. 
Spreckels^ workmen, every one of which has 
been let in advance. Carpenters, plasterers 
and painters are at work hurrying to finish 
the buildings before April 1. There are 
twelve different styles or architecture to be 
seen in the houses and some sixteen colors. 
The town is laid out in streets and alleys. 
Fronting Main or Railroad avenue is the large 
three-story hotel, with its seventy rooms. The 
second floor has rooms en suite, the third, 
single rooms. The plumbing work is roughed 
in and the building enclosed. The flooring 
not having arrived delay is caused. The paint- 
ing, however, has c<Amenced under contract 
by Messrs. G. £. Hart <& Co., formerly of San 
Jose. Lathing will be commenced to-morrow. 
There will be a sewerage system for the town, 
the main pipe being twenty-four inches in 
diameter, and the smallest pipe four inches. 
Every house will be lighted by electricity and 
will have sanitary plumbing. There have 
been several places staked off alongside the 
hotel for stores. It is expected that the town 
of Spreckels will be fully in operation by the 
1st of May at the latest. 

No steps toward erecting the main ofllce 
have yet l)een taken. — Index^ March 6, 
m 

Watsonville, California. 

Beet growers of Ventura county are very 
doubtful al>ont the season, owing to lack of 
rain. 

The portion of the Moro Cojo ranch near 
the ocean is expected to be largely given over 
to sugar beets this year. 

it is feared that the beet acreage will be ex- 
ceedingly limited in tlie Salinas valley south 
of the Moro Cojo ranch. 

The Chino factory announces that it has 
11,000 acres contracted for beets, if that sec- 
tion does not get more rain there will be much 
less than 11,000 acres in beets. Chino has had 
considerably less rain than this valley. 

It is reported by the Gilroy Gazette that 
Claus Spreckels has made an offer of six 
square miles of the Soap Lake tract, near Qil- 
roy, owned by Henry Miller. If purchased the 
land will be given over to sugar beet cultiva- 
tion. 

The dry weather has made a big cut In the 
San Benito and Santa Clara county beet acre- 
age. Seven thousand acres had been reserved 
for beets, but not over a third of it is expected 
to l>e cropped in beets, unless that section is 
soon favored with considerable rain. 

The Western Beet Sugar Company is offer- 
ing farmers of this valley an opportunity to 
contract for beet acreage this year, and will 
strike out the objectionable clause relative to 



delivery of beets at either Watsonville or 
Spreckels. The beets will l>e delivered at the 
Watsonville factory, and contraets will so 
read. Ttds does away with the feature of the 
contract objected to by local growers, and it 
is to l>e hoped that Pajaro valley's l>eet acre- 
age will now be increased. — Pajaronian^ 
March 3. 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

The season for l>eet planting can now be 
said to k)e fairly opened. Farmers are pre- 
paring their ground, and quite a number of 
acres will be put in between now and April 1. 
while during April a very considerable acreage 
will be planted. 

The sugar company has issued its contracts, 
and they are now ready for the farmer's signa- 
ture. It is very important that all parties 
intending to raise beets this season notify the 
company at once of the number of acres they 
desire to cultivate, and secure a contract. It 
is the intention of the factory to provide for at 
least 8600 acres. 

The farmers are given their option of two 
styles of contract — either the fiat price or 
sliding scale. Under the former, the company 
agrees to pay S4 per ton for all beets delivered 
on board the cars at any station on the line of 
the Pecos Valley Railway, having not less 
than 12 per cent, sugar to the weight of the 
beet and a purity coefilcient of 80. Should 
any of the beets fall below this standard, the 
company reserves the right to take the low 
grade beets at the following scale of prices: 
For all beets containing not less than II per 
cent, of sugar and 75 purity, $3 per ton of 
2000 pounds ; for all beets containing not less 
than 10 per cent, of sugar and 70 purity, $2.60 
per ton. For beets having less than a purity 
coefllcient of 80 per cent, a deduction of 25 
cents for each two degrees below 80 per cent, 
will be made. Should any of the k)eets deliv- 
ered be subject to a tare of ever 15 per cent, 
the company will deduct an amount equal to 
the sum of 50 cents per ton for such excess of 
tare. The company agrees to pay the freight 
on all tare up to and Including 15 per cent., 
and the beet grower to be charged the freight 
for the extra tare over 15 per cent, at the rate 
of 50 cents per ton. 

In the sliding scale contract the company 
agrees to pay $4 per ton for beets containing 
14 per cent, of sugar to the weight of the beet, 
and an additional 25 cents per ton for each and 
every per cent, of sugar above 14 per cent, up 
to and including 17 per cent., as determined 
by the test of each load of beets delivered. A 
reduction of 25 cents per ton will be made for 
each and every per cent of sugar below 14 
down to 12 per cent. The company reserves 
the right to reject any and all beets containing 
less than 12 per cent, of sugar with a purity 
coefllcientof 80. The stipulations regarding 
tare are the same as in the flat price contract. 

In its instructions to the farmers, the factory 
suggests that they plant as early as possible. 
It says that ^^ to raise a large tonnage of beets 
of good quality it is absolutely necessary to 
have a full stand, therefore yon should plough 
deeply and prepare your soil well. You can 
not plant] too much seed. Avoid irrigating 



during hot sun; irrigate in the evening and 
during the night. Do not permit weeds to 
grow among the beets. ^^ 

Kow that the contracts have been issued; 
there will be no cessation of work, but every 
effort made for a successful growing season, 
with its attendant result — a successful cam- 
paign. 

The sugar l>eet season of 1898 in the Peoos 
Valley is on.— -P«co* Valley Argu9^ March 7 7 * 



Su^ar Beets in South Dakota. 

The evening session of the Farmers^ Institute 
was well attended. The fact that Prof. James 
H. Shepard, of the Brookings Agricultural 
College, would give a lecture on the sugar 
beet was sufficient to draw out a large number 
of the business men of the city, as well as to 
retain in the city a number of the farmers who 
were in attendance apon tbe morning and 
afternoon sessions. Those who were there 
heard one of the most interesting lectures ever 
delivered in the city. 

At 8 o'clock Porter P. Peck called the meet- 
ing to order and the crowd was agreeably en- 
tertained by a male quartette which sang a 
selection and responded to an encore. Follow- 
ing this Chairman Peck introduced Prof. James 
H. Shepard, who gave his lecture on the 
** Sugar Beet.'* After explaining that through 
the delay of a professor in South Carolina thfe 
necessary slides for the illustrated lecture had 
not l>een sent to him, the speaker said that 
diversified farming was the salvation of a 
country and he intended to show that by means 
of the sugar beet the farmers of the State would 
be able to prove the statement. It was some- 
times hard to introduce new ideas, as farmers 
usually did not take kindly to radical depart- 
ures, but in this State the creameries had 
paved the way. It was necessary In order to in- 
terest the farmer in the cultivation of the sugar 
beet to secure the factory first, or at least have 
assurances that an effort would be made to se- 
cure one. This done and half the battle was 
won. 

Alluding to the extent of the sugar beet 
business, the speaker showed an interesting 
fact, namely, that more than $100,000,000 in 
gold was sent out of the United States each 
year for sugar. Germany, which produced 
the greatest amount of beet sugar, got the bulk 
of the money, and this amount could just as 
well be saved to the people of the United 
States if the farmers and the business men 
would take the matter up. To Imow the im- 
mensity of the business tbe speaker stated 
that It would take five hundred factories the 
size of the Norfolk plant to supply the demand 
for sugar in this country. The United States 
is the best customer which Qermany has, and 
on account of the bounty which the German 
government has put on the l>eet sugar, it is 
possible to purchase sugar cheaper on the 
markets of the United States than right in the 
markets of Germany itself. 

Taking up the subject of South Dakota's 
prospects in the line of the cultivation of the 
sugar beet, the speaker showed that this State 
was peculiarly adapted by soil and climate to 
produce the greatest results. He had sent out 
seed to people over the State and had made 
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testB from aamplee sent in by tbe farmers and 
^me sent in by the women, who bad taken a 
wonderful interest in tbe matter. A most 
gratifying result liad been obtained. From 
samples received from twenty -four farmers in 
>£innebaha county, an average per cent, of 
J6,04 sugar had been obtained. All the news- 
papers and beet sugar journals of the East 
leemed with the news that South Dakota was 
pre-eminently the best State for the cultiva- 
tion of the sugar beet of any in the Union. 
Prof. Shepard then spoke of the results ob- 
tained by chemioal analysis of samples raised 
during the season of 1S97. Thirty-seven 
jMimples received had been rejected because 
the growers violated instructions to a fatal ex- 
tent. The following results were secured 
from the State at large expressed in terms of 
per cent, sugar in the juice: Sixty-eight sam- 
ples gave between 12 and 14 per cent. ; 127 
samples, between 14 and 16 per cent; 99 sam- 
ples between 16 and 18 per cent. ; 28 samples 
between 18 and 20 per cent. ; 10 samples be- 
tween 20 and 22 per cent. ; 7 samples between 
22 and 24 per cent. 

The speaker then showed the following ben- 
efits which the farmers of the State would re- 
ceive from the introduction of the sugar beet : 

First — Because he would have a new crop 
|or rotation. That is to say by alternating 
crops of beets with wheat and other crops, 
liand did much l>etter under such conditions. 

Second — Because he will be compelled to 
jtdopt new methods of cultivation. The 
speaker then told how cultivation of the sugar 
l>eet was accomplished. The ground has to be 
ploughed to the depth of fourteen inches. 
This could be accomplished by going through 
with an ordinary plow to the depth of eight 
Inches, and then subsoiling the land to the 
depth of six inches. Or with a plow which 
was manufactured especially for that purpose 
the entire fourteen inches could be turned over 
at one time. It was necessary that the beets 
be given plenty of room to grow under ground. 
(f shallow ploughing were done tbe tops of the 
beets stuck out above the ground and were 
worthless. The expense would be a little 
4B^ater, but the amount of wheat which this 
ground would yield a year later would pay for 
all extra expense. 

Third—Because he would have an additional 
source of green feed for his cattle, a matter of 
vital importance to the farmers who were en- 
gaged in the dairying business. The tops of 
i;he beets and the leaves were cut off and could 
he used. 

Fourth— Because it would cause an increase 
in the land values, decrease the size of farms, 
which meant an additional population of farm- 
ers, something which the country needed 
greatly. 

Fifth— The dairy interest would receive an 
impetus from the introduction of the sugar 
l)eet as indicated above. 

Sixth — Because it will give a new crop to 
the farmer which can be sold for cash. A 
augar-beet crop was surer than any, wheat not 
excepted. About twenty tons could be grown 
to the acre. Beets containing 12 per cent, 
.sugar readily brought $4, while those going 
jit a higher per cent, brought $4'75 to $5. 



.The speaker illustrated the profit in the 
business in the following manner : Say that an 
acre of ground produced fifteen tons of beets 
which brought $4; this would equal $60. 
After deducting all expense— seeds, cultiva- 
tion, harvesting and drawing to market— a net 
profit of $30 would remain. This had been 
carefully figured out by men practically en- 
gaged in the business. 

In answer to the question which would nat- 
urally arise in every farmer's mind as to what 
effect the beets would have in exhausting the 
ground, the speaker showed that by leaving the 
tops and leaves on the ground most of the 
chemical properties necessary to fertilization 
would return again to the earth. The same 
result could be obtained by feeding to cattle 
and distributing the manure. 

Cultivation of sugar beets was the subject 
next handled by Professor Shepard. Plough- 
ing should be done in the fall. Great atten- 
tion should be given to the preparation of the 
seed bed, which must l>e firm. Leaving the 
ground in the rough condition after ploughing 
so that the snows and rains of the fall and 
winter might soak up the soil, as soon as spring 
opened the land should be thoroughly dragged 
and rolled until it was packed solid. The 
seed was sown with either a horse or hand 
drill, to a depth of one-half to one and one- 
half inches. Bows to be about twenty-two 
inches apart. Last week in April or first week 
in May the most suitable time for planting. 
When the plants had about four leaves thin 
out with hoe and afterward go over by hand 
and remove the plants down to one in eaoh 
place. Weeds must be kept out until about the 
middle of July, when the leaves had grown 
large enough to shade the ground. It takes 
about tLye months for the beet to mature. In 
the fall they are pulled, the necks and tops cut 
ofi and taken to the factory, where they are 
stacked up and kept. Manufacturers claim 
that cold does not affect the sugar producing 
qualities of the beet. However, it was best 
for farmers to take the beets to market at 
once to prevent shrinkage. In response to a 
request the speaker told how the beets were 
converted into sugar at the factory. 

Major Bailey, representing the industrial 
department of the Illinois Central Railroad, 
then gave a brief address endorsing what Pro- 
fessor Shepard had said, and urging the farm- 
ers to take hold with the Business Men's 
League and sign a guarantee to furnish at 
least 5000 acres of beets to a factory. If they 
would take hold he had no doubt that a factory 
could be secured, and the Central Railroad 
stood ready to assist the town and the farmers 
of the State in every way possible. — Siovz 
Falls (South Dakota) Press, 



Mr. H. C. Bamett, of Shadyside plantation, 
on Bayou Teche, was a guest at the St. Charles 
Hotel on Sunday last. 

Mr. H. C. Boas, of Iberia parish, was one of 
the Sunday arrivals at the Royal. Mr. Boas is 
a prominent and successful planter. 

Mr. E. P. Munson, of Assumption parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago, and 
during his stay was the guest of tlte St. Charles 
Hotel. 



The Shavini: of Stubble. 

[DIscDtslon by the Louisiana Sngar Flanten* Aim- 
elation, at tbelr regular asonthly meeting liel4 
on Thursday, Marco 10, 1896.J 

Judge Emile Rost in the chair. 

Oentlemen— The subject selected for discus- 
sion this evening is that of stubble shaving. 
The chair will state that there are two papers 
on this subject, which will be read to the asso- 
ciation. Cme is bv Mr. John Dymond and the 
other is by Mr. Mallon. After that a discnsBion 
of these papers will follow, and after the dis- 
cussion is over the chair will invite your at- 
tention to the new system of light wtiich ii 
shown here this evening by the lamp overhead, 
and which l>elong9 to me Kitson Hydrocar- 
bon Light Company. After the discussion of 
the regular subject is over, Mr. Rickey will ex- 
plain to the members of this association tiow 
it is constructed and operated. Mr. Dymond 
will now read his paper. 

Hon. John Dymond— When I consented, or 
rather when I suggested this subject as an ap- 
propriate one for discussion this evening, I 
thought there would be several papers pre- 
pared on the subject; but as I found this not 
to be the case, I prepared the one I will read 
here to-night. It was written rather hurriedly, 
and I can hardly say I have done justice to ths 
subject— I only completed it within the last 
thirty minutes, and I will read it in a some- 
what apologetic manner^ account for the pos- 
sible crudeness of the paper. 

At the conclusion of the reading of Mr. 
Dy mond^s paper, it was moved that Sie thanks 
of the association be tendered him and that it 
be published with the proceedings. 

The secretary followed with the paper pre- 
pared by Mr. Mallon, on which similar action 
was taken. 

Both papers appear in our last issue. 

The Chairman— The subject is now open for 
discuEsion. 

Hon. John Dymond— With a view of open- 
ing the discussion I would say that there ii 
one point in Mr. Mallon's paper which I 
omitted in mine on account of lack of time. 
And that is his light shaving. It is certainlv 
a success— stubble shaving is, in a way ; and it 
is only with this sharps shaver that it is done; 
and ic serves also to remove the winter grass. 
The large amount of work done on stubbls 
arises from the fact that it is threatened with 
wet rot by the presence of the winter grasses 
that accumulate after the crop is harvested; 
and this srass should be taken off as lightly 
or as deeply as desired ; and if it be not done it 
will get down in the interstices between the 
stalks of the cane. These grasses will accu- 
mulate and remain there throughout the 
season. There is one possible disadvantage, 
and that is that the whole of the grass root! 
can not be cut out ; but you can get a fresh 
start about the 1st of March, completely extir- 
pating it that time by shaving one, two or 
three inches deep — ^just deep enough to give a 
clean top — shaving just as little as possible, 
still leaving the cane ridge on top clean of 
grass. 

The Chairman— What do you call deep 
shaving? 

Mr. Dymond— If the ridge is about twelve 
inches above the mother cane, deep shaving is 
to take from six to seven inches. Some people 
would say even eight inches — say six inches of 
the top earth, and cut off half. It would look 
as though you had ruined the crop ; yet if tbe 
season is favorable and the conditions good, 
the six inches that we leave down next to the 
mother cane, having all good eyes, will pro- 
duce bountifully. It seems rather dangerous, 
and some of those who are conservative don't 
like to adopt it. We have a meml>er present 
from the parish of Ascension who has beep 
shaving stubble since he was a boy; and I am 
eure he can tell us a great deal about it— I refer 
to Col. Richard McCall. 

Col, Richard McCall— As far as I know 
anything about it, it is only a. question of 
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eoonomy. Give me the labor and I will never 
«baYe fltabble. Black lands I do not shave 
now. We find it better not to shave black 

• lands at all; on sandy land I am following in 
the footsteps of two gentlemen who I belteve 
were amongst the best planters in the State — 
Mr. James Teller and Mr. Cofleld. Mr. Tel- 
ler never shaved stubbie In his life, he was a 
man of some fifty or sixty years^ experience; 
he never used a stnbble shaver except to 
destroy his stubble when be expected to put in 
oom. Mr. Dymond talks about going down 
•is inches; there is some on the table there 
that are only six inches long themselves, and 
U you take off six inches you take all the stub- 

. ble off, but if a man will take, say, three 
- inches from the top in sandy lands, he f acili- 
. tates his work; but that strikes me as being 
the only thing that can be said in favor of 
. ehaving. I have shaved land and I have dog 
aandy land side by side. I have found digging 
just as good as shaving, and costing a very lit- 
tle more. I prefer not to cut high sprouts off, 
if I can keep them. I prefer to have all deep 
eyes if I can get them ; but we can not econo- 
inize with work when the season comes and we 
are forced to shave to be able to get ahead 
of the work. For instance, take my own case. 
We have 400 acres of stubble. Now I have 
All the grass off that in the black land 
where we dug, but we dig the sandy land, 
too. We dig every one of our stubble 
even after shaving it; run the digger 
over it and take the dirt out. One of the 
reasons — coming back to the black land — 
one of the reasons why the shaving of black 
lands is of no use is because you have to re- 

• move from amongst the cane the pieces of 
earth which seem to be absolutely impenetra- 
ble to the roots of the small cane. Therefore 
shaving won^t help you one bit; and you might 
just as well run the digger and dig it out with 
the grubbing hoe at once. Very few people 
have land where the land is so even that you 
can set a shaver and have it run exactly right. 
The Mallon shaver has a great many advant- 
ages, but one serious disadvantage, and that is 
its cost. An ordinary shaver costs $ftOy but the 
Mallon shaver, $80; and when you are run- 
ning six or eight it makes a good deal of dif- 
ference l>etween the two. As I said before, 
gtiaving stubble is simply a question of econ- 
omy — ^it is not a question of making any more 
oane. Mr. Teller always said that by shaving 
you lost a certain amount of tonnage; he 

. claimed that you always got more by digging 
than you did by shaving; that shaving made 
green cane and that digging stubble produced 
a ripe cane. Now, the opinion of a man who 

• bad as much experience as Mr. Teller, it 
strikes me, is very worthy of consideration. It 
is very worthy of trying, any way. 

The Chairman — I would like to ask Col. 
McOall a question in reference to his statement 
that by runnmg the digger after shaving — run- 
ning a sutUoient number of times — one may be 
able to do without hoeing. 

Hon. Richard McCall — ^It can be done, and I 
know people who have done it; but it requires 
deep shaving. They shave deeply and get rid 
of the grass and roots; that is one thing. I 
doubt very much whether anybody ever puts 
dirt to the cane — I seldom do it— without 
cleaning the grass off, and digging the dirt 
away. 1 will go further, and say my firm be- 
lief is to dig stubble; and when you do that, 
with good work, you will get from two to three 
tons more— my figure is three tons per acre, 
which means a great deal. 

Mr. Dymond — I would like to call attention 
to one fact brought out by Mr. McCall. That 
is this : In the paper I read I adverted to some 
of the difficulties he is now raising. Black 
lands always start the ratoons, the stubble 
.crop, earlier in the season, and unless the 
black lands are shaved early it is in expedient 
to shave at all. While they might yield a poor 
crop they always look well in March and 
April. The color of the land seems to promote 
the warmth of tfie soil, and the result is that 



black landii always look more forward than 
others in March and April. That is the first 
point. When the crop does occur in that way 
when the canes are eight, ten or twelve inches 
high if they are cut off it looks as though 
either the laceration or amputation at that 
time was a dangerous thing. Then, secondly, 
in these black lands the canes never are deeply 
planted. It is diflicult to prepare the lands 
well for planting as deep as sandy lands. The 
result is one has a shallow planted crop and 
not much depth of the mother cane in the 
stiff lands; planters are apt to shave too deeply 
and practically shave the crop out of the 
ground. Mr. Mann, from the parish of Plaque- 
mines, has also some experience with stubble 
shaving. 

Mr. Mann — You must excuse me, gentlemen. 
I came here merely for information and in- 
struction on the subject, because I have per- 
haps shaved stubble very little. A number of 
years ago I did some shaving and for my part 
I have never seen much diSerence. I made 
fair crops with and without shaving during a 
number of years. Lately, the plantation I am 
handling is composed entirely of stiff lands, and 
for my part I would hate very much to cut my 
strong, vigorous sprouts right now. I tell you 
this, as I was questioned, out as I said I came 
here for information and instruction on this 
very subject. 

Col. G. G. Zenor— Mr. President, this ques- 
tion was so thoroughly discussed about four 
or five years agO that I don't think we could do 
much more. Mr. Dymond states there were 
some things he left out of his paper for the 
lack of time. I don't know how much time he 
would require to get as short an article as Mr. 
Mallon's. It seems to me this is a question for 
the different localities and conditions to decide. 
A people in one locality have tested it, and 
and found that it was probably advantageous to 
shave, while in other localities it was found 
disadvantageous ; and, of course, they have to 
be controlled to a certain extent by their own 
natural observation on the plantation where 
thev are working. Now, there is no doubt, I 
believe, they wili all agree as to shaving the 
stubble as Mr. Dymond has it in his paper; 
and, as Mr. McCall remarked, there is a saving 
of labor by running these machines so as to 
take off the surface — cleaning the crop of the 
grass and weeds that accumulate in the winter 
season; but I donH myself believe in shaving 
when our stubble is already sufilciently devel- 
oped and coming forth with the promise of a 
crop of sufficient stand. This is the way it 
presents itself to me. Now, we all realize that 
our stubble crops are invariably much better 
when we have what is called a warm winter, 
and we have all remarked that if we did not 
have a winter season here, and that cutting our 
stubbles injuries them seriously, tbat we would 
make as magnificent crops as are made any- 
wbere; but there is so much dependent upon the 
conditions of the season that this stubble crop 
has to pass through from the time we harvest 
the cane until spring that we have to be con- 
trolled, as I remarked before, by the circum- 
stances and conditions that surround us, and 
you can not, I think, lay down any fixed 
rule for this character of work. 

Hon. Walter O'Neill— Mr. Dymond's paper 
and his subsequent remarks so fully give my 
own views — so fully cover my own experience 
— that I could add nothing to what he has 
said. There are some seasons when you can 
shave advantageously and others when you do 
not need to shave. Take a season like this. 
There is no fixed rule about shaving. I usually 
examine the stubble before I run the shaver 
over it. If the top eyes are bad, eyes that can 
not germinate; if the stubble Is injured by 
cold weather, the tops injured two or three 
eyes below, then I shave. I am guided more 
by the condition of the stubbie than by any 
other rule ; but Mr. Dymond's paper just about 
covers all my experience, and I could add 
nothing more. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat— Gentlemen, I shave my 



stnbble all the time, just as a matter of h$!tiH, 
as it were; We never stop — ^just go right 
along — and I have seen no loss by it. We 
generally get good resultb from the stubble- 
twenty- two to twenty-four tons. It is true 
tbat we have very rich land, and it is well 
manured; but I never leave any without shav-> 
log. I do sometimes try the experiment. 
Cane growing about a foot high; we left a 
few rows, but did not notice any difference. 

Mr. O'Neill— Do you dig thoroughly with 
hoes .after shaving? 

Mr. Soniat— We dig first and then run the 
hoes afterward. We take some dirt off with 
the hoe-^not deep, tliough. 

Mr. Dymond— This matter of stand that 
Colonel Zenor brought up in the first part 
of this discussion is quite a serious matter, and 
Mr. O'Neill says he would not shave his stubble 
this season. This has been a favorable winter, 
and yet we have had so many freezes that the 
canes in the fields do not show much leaf; and 
therefore it looks as though the first stubbles 
might have been shaved this season. The fact 
of the matter is, and in this some of you will 
disagree, that all canes out in the fields are 
practically, or two-thirds of them, are froni 
the bottom eyes, and unless these canes are 
large enough to be jointed, no injury will re- 
sult even if the whole top Is shaved, conse- 
quently you don't get any eyes in the process 
of germination. The eyes start in the fall; it 
seems to me the vitality of the plant lies in the 
bottom. When cut off, the whole root system 
displays its strength by the development of 
the lower eyes. The October canes, the first 
cut— in these they are the bottom eyes that 
start up. Because of this canes cut in'October 
or early in November, never make as good 
ratoons as those cut later. So the canes we find 
in the fields now are from the bottom eyes— 
not always, but as a rule. Unless not large 
enough to be jointed, they will rot back and 
destroy that point of germination if frozen 
down. It would look as though stubble shav- 
ing would be not particularly detrimental to 
them, unless the question of exhausted' vitality 
came in to play ; unless because of the interfer- 
ence with the life of this plant by cutting so 
much of its upper supply of food. Of course, 
these are rather scientific questions, and can 
be studied so much more and so much better 
at the sugar experiment station. We will 
leave that to Dr. Stubbe. 

Sprouts, as a rule; that are dead, are from 
the bottom of the plant; therefore stubble 
shaving evidently cuts off the eyes on the too; 
does not cut the eyes that had germinated. On 
the other hand, in a field where there is con- 
siderable water— low lands — the eyes that are 
nearest the root may be killed; all the middle 
eyes may be preserved, and top eyes may be 
killed by frost. Crops that come from the 
middle eyes in low lands are always poor 
crops. Two-thirds or three-fourths of the 
ratoons are from the extreme bottom of the 
plant; ttierefore stubble shaving does not cut 
off the germinating eyes. While one live eye 
is enougo in any one stubble, two live eyes are 
twice enough, if they were sure to live 
throughout the season. Cutting off eyes is 
not detrimental of itself. A man that has both 
legs amputated is liable to die from the shock; 
so may be with our stubbles. 

The Chairman — You have heard the prac- 
tical side of the question of what has been 
done, and what has been the custom, and you 
have heard of the work that has been done. 
Now we would like to get to the very core of 
this question and have the views of Professor 
Stubbs— know the reasons why this has been 
done. 

Professor Stubbs— I have had little expe- 
rience with shaving stubble from the fact that 
the first two or three experiments demonstrated 
that it Injured my stand to such an extent as 
to vitiate my experiments; therefore I dis- 
continued It. In a field of cane of 100 acres, 
the loss of a few stubble now and then, either 
on account of the dullness of the knife, or^ as 
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Mr. Dymood expressed it just now, by outtinff 
off the living eyes, and leaving a few dead 
ones, is immaterial; but in an experiment 
station where every stubble counts in the re- 
sults, we can not use any methods that will 
vitiate our stand; I have therefore had very 
Uttie experience on the line of shaving stubble. 
I am discontinuing stubble dig^ns with a 
stubble digeer, because when the stubble dig- 
ger is usea it will occasionally pull up a 
stubble. 

There are two sides to be considered. The 
flrst is the scientific side, the life history of 
the cane; the second is the economical or in- 
dustrial side that concerns the sugar planter in 
his work. There are some differences, but at 
the same time they may be made harmonious 
by a close inspection of them both. If I were 
a planter I should most assuredly use stubble 
diggers^ and, perhaps, sometimes stubble shav- 
ers. At the experiment station we can not use 
either for reasons which I jiuit now gave. If you 
will examine the cane closely you will find that 
it consists of nodes and intemodes, and at the 
nodes on the alternate side of the stalk are 
eyes. These eyes are the seeds of the cane. 
The red stubble is nothing more nor less than 
the prolongation in the stalk to the mother 
stalk at the Dottom, or to the mother of the 
cane, which may be plant cane, or the 
mother stalk, which may be stubble. Now, 
th^te joints grow shorter and shorter as you 
descend, with an eye at every joint ; and if you 
will examine this stubble there before you, you 
will find reason for Colonel O^Neirs statement 
that he would not shave this year. The stub- 
1>tes are in good condition, ready to sprout. 
Kow, Mr. Dymond's statement that the lower 
eye — t^at the first shoot is from the lower eye, 
hto some foundation. I will give yon this rea- 
son. The cane is a plant that may lie dormant 
for a long time and ultimately come out, and 
perhaps do just as well as though it had sprung 
directly from the stalk with fresh vigor. This 
is a fact that i want to announce to you all 
because I have studied it thoroughly. As is 
frequently the case, plant cane in the spring 
of the year is covered so deeply that the eyes, 
or a good many of them, will not germinate. 
A few of them germinate, and getting the start 
they only grow. Pull the dirt off it, dig next 
fail or next spring, and you will find a good 
many eyes that have survived twelve months. 
When the cane shoots from the ground the 
very first thing it does is to send out little 
rootlets of its own. Simultaneously canes 
shoot from the little buds that are formed at 
the bottom. 

I will here say that cane continues to sucker; 
it suckers, all cane, from the time it starts. 
though you cut it down. When you go to ex- 
amine stubble you will find a great many eyes 
shoot out from the bottom, not because it is 
the disposition of these eyes to sprout before 
the others, but because tht-y continue to grow 
where they had previously started. A per- 
sonal examination of the cane, a personal 
knowledge of your soil, are things to be exam- 
ined before you decide whether to shave the 
stdbble or not. In the black lands that Mr. 
McCall speaks of I opine that the reason of it 
is that the lower eves are killed by the cold 
and the wet, and down in these black soils 
these eyes are either killed or so seriously 
damaged that a deep shaving, as a rule, destroys 
the cane; therefore, if you have such condi- 
tions as that and shave as deeply as Mr. Dy- 
mond says, you unquestionably injure the 
stubble. 

If, on the other hand, you have a severe 
winter, with two or three eyes killed, I cer- 
tainly think it advisable to shave. Why? Be- 
cause you have the lower eyes in such condi- 
tion, as far as sunshine and air are concerned, 
as to spring immediately into existence. If, 
on the other hand, we get only a few eyes, 
I imagine that with some good eyes at the 
lower part of the stalk, and killed at the top, 
that the few eyes left fail to give a good 
crop of cane, not by virtue of their position. 



but by Yirtae of the fact that the stalk has l>een 
so injured that there is little or no sustenance 
in that stalk to allow these buds in the centre 
of the stalk to make a good showing. 

In other words, if you will take that stalk 
up and examine it you will find a lot of little 
dots or points. Now, these little dots or points 
are nothing more or less than rudimentary 
roots. As soon as your cane is planted and 
wet these roots come out, and being l)elow the 
ground, they become the true roots of the 
plant. As you pile dirt up six or eijrht inches 
while the cane is growing, yon will find for 
weeks that the joints that have just been cov- 
ered will shoot out these roots, which become 
the true roots of the cane. These eyes, there- 
fore, live upon that stalk. When you cut 
down six or eight inches of the stalk and leave 
only three or four down below you have di- 
minished the food supply to that extent; 
therefore it is not advisable to cut too deeply. 

In conclusion, iis a matter of economy to 
the planter, it is well to shave under the con- 
ditions named, but you should, before shaving, 
examine well the condition of the stubble to 
see that the bottom eyes are not destroyed, so 
to speak, as sometimes occurs. I believe, in 
black lands, and secondly, whether the eye on 
the top is killed by cold weather. If the eye 
on the top is killed by cold weather, it is cer- 
tainly not advisable to shave, because you im- 
mediately remove that dead matter. Cutting 
that off removes fermentation, exposing those 
eyes that are still alive to the action of the 
sunlight and atmosphere and getting the direct 
heat of the sun on them ; hence, they germin- 
ate more quickly and make a tietter stand. I 
do not know that I can add anything to what I 
have said, but the question of shaving is one 
where a great deal of judgment can be exer- 
cised. 

The Chairman— From your experience do 
you consider that there is any difference in 
canes from the lower eye of the root or from 
those higher up? 

Professor Stubbs — No, sir; I do not. I will 
say to Mr. Dymond that to-day I made an ex- 
amination not thinking of this meeting. We 
had one variety of cane that we have left only 
in the stubble. We were ploughing it up. We 
took up the row, planting it so as not to lose 
the variety, and thus it passed under inspec- 
tion, and I found by no means a majority of 
them Yiith the eye like that one sprouted at the 
bottom. It is possible that the eye started 
early last fall, or perhaps during the summer, 
and was probably stopped and checked in its 
growth by being-crowded by dirt or smothered 
by a cane close to it. There is a stubble where 
there Is no eye sprouted. Every eye on that is 
nearly as prominent. 

Mr. Richard McCall— That is not a cane but 
a sucker. 

Professor Stubbs — That is right, sir; take 
that one; there is one that has been all out 
practically. Here is another one that is nearly 
out. I don^t think — I believe you will find a 
great many coming from the bottom that have 
simply been dormant during the winter and 
fall by being crowded, and when you remove 
them they of course come out earlier, having 
the start. 

The Chairman— 1 would ask whether, in 
your opinion, the bottom eyes have more 
vigor? 

Professor Stubbs — No, sir; on the contrary, 
I think it is perfectly immaterial. I will state 
one thing that I overlooked. Where you keep 
stubble three or four years it is of great bene- 
fit — that is, keep your stubble down in the row. 
In other words, we have three or four years' 
stubble which we have never shaved nor never 
dug, and we have raised our crop each year. 
The roots grow a couple of inches higher each 
year. We have carried the stubble four or 
five years, while I find that by piling up the 
dirt, we make very high rows and have 
difiiculty in getting dirt to our cane; but 
that is necessary where you carry it two or 
three years; but one or two years you will not 



meet with this difficulty. I donotthhikic 
makes any difference whatever— in other 
words, we have tried before by our experi- 
ments in planting oane to determine under 
what conditions, what particular cane and 
what eyes will germinate quickest; and I say 
now it is simply a question of environment 
In my opinion, good, healthy canes, under 
healthy conditions, will germinate, and some 
under disadvantageous circumstances will not 
germinate ; and in laying stalk cane down feiu* 
feet in length, with one end probably two or 
three inches lower than the other end, the 
other end will get the start and germinate 
better, notwithstanding every eye is good and 
the vigor of the eyes oeing the same. Per- 
haps I might remark that, but with good sun- 
light, the eyes and buds under the same condi- 
tions, you may almost assert positively that 
they will start equally, sprout, and no prefer- 
ence along the cane from the extreme tip to the 
extreme top. If yon will take a cane lying 
this way, you will find, when the stubble 
comes up, every eye will germinate, whether 
at the lower end or above. Dr.— I've forgot- 
ten his name — 

Mr. Dymond— Reynose. 

Professor Stubbs— Dr. Rejmose, the cele- 
brated scientist, who investigated sugar cane, 
first called my attention to it, and saiothis was 
the proper way ; to dig up stubble and lay it 
flat in the row, because he said there were so 
many eyes in a given space, therefore digging 
and replanting was not different from planting 
that piece of stubble and tlie cane. Right in 
this particular instance, we have got so many 
eyes on these stubbles that it wonll be difficult 
for any one to tell whether you should shave or 
should not shave in the course of the year from 
your stand. I want to say one thing to you 
gentlemen now; I want to impress on you. If 
any one will dig first-class stubble this year, 
and count it, you will find two or three times 
as much cane to the running 100 feet as you 
will gather at the harvest next year; therefore, 
you can destroy half those eyes and not notice 
the least difference. We have taken quite a 
number— in fact, every year since I have been 
interested in sugar cane culture — we have 
counted cane stubole and plant — counted every 
stalk three times. For instance, there are now 
more canes coming up than you will carry to 
the house at the end of the year. Therefore, 
they are destroyed while growing. 

The Chairman — What you state about the 
difference in quantity of cane in July and har- 
vest time applies as well to plant cane as to 
stubble? 

Professor Stubbs— Yes, sir. Plant cane com- 
ing up, as it does in the fall— if we can get om 
stand of plant cane— one for each foot— because 
each cane will sucker from two to four, and 
sometimes more during the year; but three to 
four canes harvested to the foot at the end of 
the season makes an excellent crop. 

Mr. Dymond — On a cane that is cut in No- 
vember — the stalk turns red at the end— has a 
red film over it. Is it wise to cut that kind of 
cane in February or March, and take the 
chances of another film? Is the old formadon 
progressive, or does it hold the cane dormant? 

Professor Stubbs— I will have to refer you to a 
book recently printed on sugar cane in which 
a chapter on that subject has been given. This 

formation, or rather mould, is known as 

bread, and is not of the character remarked to 
you just now. If you will take a severe freeze 
on your stalk, you will find no power on earth to 
hold that cane two weeks afterward. In other 
words, just after a freeze the fermentation be- 
gins, a fermentation takes place, and no sugar 
chemist can handle that in the sugar house. 
The same thing takes place, so far as the cane 
is concerned, when we have a freeze that 
freezes the top of the stalk here that immedi- 
ately enters the stalk; and if you do not arrest 
it by cutting off, it will ultimately seek the 
cane and become in before the stalk of 

cane is completely decayed* Another thing 
I want to say : Whenever we have a freeie 
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tHat kills % bad and does not split the stalk, 
we have found that a good way to arrest it 
immediately is to go the next morning and out 
down below the freeze. That immediately re- 
moves the fermentation, whioh has been intro- 
daoed in the top before it is introduced into 
the stalk. The principle in catting is not a 
qaestion of the ferment descending, and in the 
coarse of a week or two, cut a foot or two, 
and bore the cane off at the centre— it will 
keep just as well, if not quite as well. We 
had arrested the other part and then in De- 
cember, and did not harvest that until last 
January. If you let that cane remain until 
spring every eye will germinate ; there is no 
doubt about it. 

Mr. O 'Neil— After you dig your stubble do 
you throw back? 

Professor Stubbs—I didn't dig at all. I simply 
take hoes and take the grass out. Some years 
afo I allowed my overseer and the darkies to 
dig until it trembled in the wind. I soon came 
to the conclusion that it was perfectly absurd, 
and never have dug since. I simply take ordin- 
ary weeding hoes, and leave a little ridge — about 
ten inches, perhaps— just dig a little dirt from 
the side of the cane. 

Colonel Zenor— You alluded to digging stub- 
ble out and, say, first plant cane, ^ow, from 
the fact that the eyes are so close, so very close 
together on this stubble, don't you think that 
if these eyes terminate and come up there 
would hardly be sufficient nutriment in these 
stubbles to sustam them? 

Professor Stubbs — If it did not, some would 
die and others would take their place. 

Colonel Zenor— I alluded to that from the 
fact that I have known cane in our dry weather 
that was planted were short; what you would 
oall ordinary " scrub " stubble would subse- 
quently die out, while the canes planted that 
were vigorous, healthy canes would seem to 
thrive much better. I infer from this that a 
certain amount of nutriment in the mother 
oane is necessary to sustain that cane under 
adverse conditions. If that stubble was plant- 
ed, as you perhaps have planted cane, do you 
think it better to plant pretty closely as ordin- 
arily do plant cane, or plant rather apart? 
That came to me from the fact that on one 
occasion when I visited the farm you showed 
me some cane planted two feet apart; you cut 
up other pieces and planted closely. You 
could not tell but what It was solid planted. I 
don't know what results were obtained, but 
from all appearance it indicated that it would 
give as much tonnage as perhaps any other. 

Professor Stubbs — I will answer that ques- 
tion^ If you take perfect pains in planting 
oane and use no defective eyes on the oane, 
one stalk without a lap would be of the. 
greatest abundance in seed to plant, because 
you have no cane that has an eye at least 
every six inches. It is a serious thing we 
have demonstrated by transplanting our cane 
like sweet potatoes. When they come up we 
would measure them. They would sprout 
whether planted apart six, twelve and eighteen 
inches. Those of six inches that were down 
four or five years always gave a larger stand 
and more suckering goes on. By transplant- 
ing cane six inches probably we have two or 
three times more cane than we can carry to 
the harvest. One stalk regularly distributed 
is the greatest abundance for plant cane, 
spring of the year. In answering this other 
question, I don't know that I can illustrate it 
better than by quoting Mrs. Jackson's remarks 
after her husband had been elected President 
and office-seekers from all ov^r the country 
fiocked to Washington for office. Some one 
asked Mrs. Jackson what was the General 
going to do If there were more applicants 
than there were offices. Her reply, which was 
full of meaning, was: ^*If a sow has more 
pigs than she has teats, some are bound to 
starve." If you put this down this way, and 
there are more eyes upon this stalk than there 
is nutriment to sustain them, some are bound 
to suspend activity of \\te and die, and the 



others will go on and thrive. In the plant, 
nature provi&a for that amply. 

Colonel Zenor— Your remark that one stalk 
of cane was sufficient to produce a stand — I am 
glad to hear that expression from you. I have 
given the opinion that hundreds of thousands, 
even millions of dollars, have been thrown 
away in the State of Louisiana by putting too 
much cane in the ground for seed. 

Professor Stubbs— The question of sucker- 
ing. The question being agitated was this: 
whether the stubble came from the suckers or 
from the orl^nal cane, and that question I 
wanted to determine, so I cot down these 
stalks in February, and from one single stalk 
that I had I counted forty-five suckers. In 
other words, wherever I cut off a little node 
would form, and in some instances it was just 
like grass springing up, and that year from that 
one stalk of cane I tnink we took a crop of thirty 
odd tons, from which not a single sucker bad 
been allowed to grow; while three-fourths of 
the other suckers died during the year, the 
other one-quarter came to maturity and gave 
somewhere about thirty tons. 

Mr. G^eo. £. Mann — I can not help cor- 
roborating Dr. Stubbs in regard to that plant 
of one stalk of cane. I have repeatedly done 
that in a small acreage, but last year I planted 
about seventy- five acres in the same manner and 
the balance of the crop two stalks. There was 
no difference. I had a most magnificent stand 
from the same. 

The Chairman— Did you find any difference 
in the tonnage? 

Mr. Mann— I can not say if there was any 
differenoe in the tonnage— the tonnage was 
very large, indeed. 

Dr. Stubbs— If you will read my bulletins — 
from one stalk, two, three and four, and you 
will find where I planted four that I got more 
original sprouts from this cane than I carried 
to the harvest. In other words, they injured 
mv crop by being, too thick a stand, and as we 
all know suckering is a natural function of the 
cane and must be gone through with in order 
to give us good cane. Four stalks will give 
many eyes and you can not possibly have room 
for all to come up. I would not recommend 
the planting of over two running stalks with- 
out a lap. 

Col. Richard McCall— How often is cane 
good enough to plant one cane? 

Dr. Stubbs — A little exercise of care. Yon 
will find in some of my bulletins the cost of 
the State of Louisiana in planting four, two 
and one stalk; and you will remember when 
planting two stalks that it Is equivalent to four 
tons to the acre. We plant in Louisiana prob- 
ably 860,000, and probably 850,000 this year in 
oane, of which, perhaps, nearly one-half is 
plant cane— let us say 150,000; multiply that 
by four and we have 600,000 tons of cane that 
was in excess, and at $4 a ton, or $3 per ton, it 
makes nearly $2,000,000 ; that I consider thrown 
away in the planting of cane. That is my 
opinion; and, therefore, I think it would be 
cheaper, much cheaper, to use extra efforts in 
trying to preserve cane— say plant two stalks 
and use the other two stalks in the mill. . 

Colonel Zenor — What are your Ideas about 
planting should it be in the fall or spring? 

Dr. Stubbs— The greatest benefit is from 
planting in the fall. 

Colonel Zenor— In our short seasons here in 
Louisiana, in my opinion, and from my ex- 
perience, the only way to make good, large 
tonnage, and rich in sugar, or as much sugar 
as we can get, is to force the cane out of the 
ground as early as possible in the spring. Push 
it for all it is worth from then until harvest; and 
the plant coming up suckers early ; and we near- 
ly always ge tbetter tonnage and sugar content 
in the fall. Now, I know that a good many 
planters do not have that same experience. 

There being no farther discussion on the 
subject, the next matter coming l>efore the 
association was the subject for discussion at 
the April meeting. As nothing was suggested, 
it was left to the chair to choose a topic. 



TalmaiT^ on the Rice Market. 

In the early part of the weekly period 
covered in our report there was the suspicion 
of a lull — dense dullness prevailing for a couple 
of days; it was followed, however, by a much 
enlarged activity which has more than com/- 
pensated for the temporary falling away. The 
demand has been pretty evenly distribute^ 
over the various styles of foreign, high-grade 
Java, slightly in the lead. The first invoice 
'^ new crop ^' Japan is at hand and the tumoqt 
disappointing, being in nowise preferable to 
recent offerings in old. This outcome is in 
accord with advices and advance types, but in 
spite of these there has been a vague and optl,- 
mistic hope that somehow or other the actual 
delivery might prove better. If succeeding 
shipments are of similar character this styl^ 
will cut a diminishing figure in the demand of 
the current season and its place probably he 
filled by the new crop Java, which promises tp 
be of high order and much more reasonable ip 
price. Advices from the South note steady 
movement at all points, which, with limited 
holdings far short of past two years, keeptf 
prices taut. Generally speaking, values tap 
now on a relative parity with foreign, brtthene 
are those who will have domestic at any price, 
hence there is fair probability of early advanoQ. 
Cables from English and continental marke.ts 
show lively conditions— sharp competition for 
limited offerings. Most of the millers are in^- 
disposed to sell against the future lest they 
lose a share in the ^'boom'^ expected when 
the season opens April -May. With an 
empty market and the universal disposition to 
flirt with '• new " beauties, it is evident the 
early crop will command very full values. 
Burmah cables note an enormous demand ; rcr 
ceipts being taken up as fast as they appear, 
which prevents accumulation of stock and 
enables holders to maintain values. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date : 

Receipts • (cleaned) 55,055 barrels; move- 
ment steady; prices firm under light offer*- 
Ings. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date : 

Receipts— (rough) inclusive of amount car- 
ried over, 498,626 sacks; last year, 555,50T 
sacks. Sales— Cleaned (estimated), 97,707 bar- 
rels; last year, 96,500 barrels. Market active, 
strong. 

Reciprocity with the States. 

[From the Detnerara Chronicle.] 
It Is satisfactory to learn that Sir Julian 
Pauncefote's negotiations with a view to a 
reciprocity treaty between the United States 
and the British West Indies are very near 
completion. The ** former West Indian 
treaty," according to the cablegrams, is being 
made the basis of the new arrangement, with 
the necessary adaptation to the changes in the 
situation since it ceased to operate. We are 
not aware of any previous treaty between the 
West Indies, qua the West Indies, and the 
Washington government. There were, if we 
remember rightly, independent agreements 
with the United Stetes on the part of British 
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Quiana and Barbados. These, however, had 
to be abrogated at the bidding of the Colonial 
Office, not, as is often loosely asserted, because 
the mother country was selfishly unwilling to 
allow her colonies to make the best terms for 
themselves that they could obtain, but simply 
because the treaties clashed with obligations 
already entered into by Great Britain with 
other countries. The most notable instance 
was the treaties with Belgium and Germany, 
which having been denounced in the interests 
of Canada, expire next July, so that an 
awkward obstacle in the way of an Americo- 
West Indian reciprocal tariff has disappeared. 
Had this not been the case, the imperial gov- 
ernment would hardly have been able to es- 
tablish negotiations with Washington. 

It happens, however, that the road is clear 
to a regularly contracted treaty between these 
colonies and the United States, and the fact 
that the matter has been so heartily taken up 
on behalf of the West Indies by the imperial 
government itself effectually disposes of the 
ill-considered grumbling at the so-called Jog- 
in- the- manger policy of the mother country, 
for which the late unsuccessful agreements 
often serve as a pretext. If the efforts now 
being made prove successful, the West Indian 
planters will have ample cause for gratifica- 
tion. It is true that the American market, 
owing to the operation of trusts, is a very pre- 
carious one, and it often happens, under a re- 
ciprocal agreement with America, that, to 
perpetrate a bull, all the reciprocity is on one 
side. Still there is an even chance each way, 
and liis well worth while making an effort to 
feoure a preferential market. For sentimental 
reasons, one would naturally much prefer a 
reciprocal treaty with Canada, but at present 
the United States is clearly the market for West 
Indian produce. 



A Reciprocity Treaty that Includes 
Cuba. 

Madrid, February 28.— Senor Polo y Ber- 
nabe, the new Spanish Minister to the United 
States, has started for Gibraltar en route to 
New York. He is fully empowered to continue 
the reciprocity treaty negotiations. The gov- 
ernment is anxious to secure firm bases for 
commercial and political relations with the 
United States before May 1.—^. Y, Journal 
Commerce. 



Hawaiian Annexation Treaty. 

Washington, March 11.— -[Special.]— The 
prospect of favoral/le action upon the treaty 
for the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands 
seems to grow smaller with the passage of 
each day. The difficulty is that the more ag- 
gressive advocates of territorial extension are 
so absorbed in the effort to involve the United 
States in trouble with the Spanish govern- 
ment that they frankly adoiit that the Hawai- 
ian matter is crowded out of sight for the mo- 
ment. It is probable that no further effort 
will be made to consider the annexation treaty, 
or at any rate to reach a vote, until after the 
report of the Xaval Board upon the disaster to 
the Maine in the harbor of Havana. A report 
by the board which indicates Spanish respon- 



sibility for the disaster will cause so much ex- 
citement that the Hawaiian treaty will be in- 
definitely postx>oned pending a settlement 
with Spain. 

Meantime the more conservative leaders of 
the Republican party in both houses are lay- 
ing their plans for an early adjournment, 
which will leave the entire Cuban situation in 
the hands of the President for such action re- 
garding the recognition of the belligerency or 
negotiations over the disaster to the Maine as 
the information in his hands may seem to 
require. There is talk of getting the two 
houses away from Washington early in May. 

The passage of the $50,000,000 bill has given 
the President ample resources for war pre- 
parations, and, while it may be necessary to 
reassemble Congress in case of actual war or in 
case the President felt that war should be for- 
mally declared, its assistance is not likely to be 
needed in any of the preliminaries preceding 
it. It is felt, on the contrary, that it will be a 
great gain for the peac*^ of the country if an 
early adjournment of the two houses can be 
obtained. Speaker Reed is not in favor of the 
annexation of the Hawaiian Islands, and 
would cordially welcome a programme which 
involved an adjournment without action. It 
would relieve him of responsibility if the 
treaty had not been acted on by the Senate or 
any joint resolution passed by that body, but 
he is willing to assume the responsibility of 
adjournment with an annexation resolution 
pending in the House.— AT. T. Journal of Com- 
merce. 



A Just Estimate of Vermilion. 

Dr. Derbanne, who has lived and practised 
in many portions of Southern Louisiana for 
the past forty years, himself widely known, is 
one who knows all this country thoroughly, 
and his views in regard to Vermilion, as com- 
paring with other surrounding parishes, could 
not but be interesting, and his judgment 
reliable. Among noteworthy things expressed 
by this gentleman a few days ago, he said : 
**For men who are younger than myself I 
really think this immediate section of Louis- 
iana has a fine future before it now just be- 
ginning to develop. I believe this is going to 
become the most important portion, or heart, 
of the sugar region of Louisiana, I think the 
Vermilion lands will support more and larger 
refineries than the Teche country, and I think 
so for this reason : Along the Teche there is 
but a narrow strip of land, near tbe river, 
that is sugar producing land. It is high and 
rich, but very soon falls off into the low 
swampy or marshy lands unfit for cultivation. 
That leaves only a little sugar land compar- 
atively, and that, of course, is valued extreme- 
ly high in proportion to its limited area. But 
all along the Vermilion, while near the stream 
the land is a rich, sandy loam, but back from 
that it rises in a broad expanse of alluvial 
prairie, black and fertile, and which produces 
cane heavier in weight than that grown near 
the river, though not quite so tall, and it is 
fully as valuable in sugar or more so. Now, 
this is fine cane land for miles out from both 
sides of this river. Vermilion has seemed a 
little slow in development, but it is bound in 



the course of a few years to become a prosper- 
ous and important section of country. The 
sugar industry along the Teche is, of course, 
at* enormous one, but I sincerely believe that 
it will l>ecome developed along the Vermilion 
even to greater extent and importance."— 
Bepubliean Idea, 

Free Trade In Sus^ar. 

The Anti-Bounty League has issued a reply 
to Lord Farrer's leaflet, which was issued by 
the Oobden Club to prove that countervailinf 
duties would be of no service to the West 
Indies, and that it would be a lighter burden 
for the English people to feed the West Indian 
laborers on turtle and champagne than to 
break down the free trade system of the United 
Kingdom. As a reply to this ^* Free trade" 
argument, the league quotes the following 
from OolHlen himself : '^ We do not seek free 
trade in Com primarily for the sake of pur- 
chasing at a cheaper money value; we require 
it at the natural price of the world^s market." 
In the face of this pronouncement of the great 
apostle of free trade, the man whose name dis- 
tinguishes the club in whose name Lord Far- 
rer^s leaflet has been circulated, it is hard to 
credit Lord Farrer and those who, with liiin, 
declare that countervailing duties imposed for 
the exclusive purpose of getting sugar sold at 
the ^^ natural price '' are a violation of freo 
trade principles, with consletency or candor, 
for, if Cobden's idea of real free trade was cor- 
rect, then they are altogether in the wrong 
and they have no right to promulgate their 
own opinions from the Colxlen Club. Taking 
up the several points in Lord Tarrer^s leaflet 
seriatim^ the league answers them dispassion- 
ately, logically and conclusively; and demon- 
strates the leaflet to be a mere handful of falst 
conclusions based upon very reckless assertioni 
altogether at variance with experience and 
fact. 

To give our readers who may not have seen 
the leaflet or the Leaguers reply, some idea of 
the poison and the antidote, we will here give 
a few of the assertions and the way in which 
they have been demolished. Lord Farrer sayi 
that protective duties are as injurious to Brit- 
ish producers as bounties; but we do not re- 
taliate upon protective duties. The reply ii: 
protective duties are not as injurious to pro- 
ducers as bounties. Protective duties protect 
the foreigner in his own home markets. Boun- 
ties protect the foreigner in the British markets. 
He says : there is no evidence (in the commiB- 
sloners* report) that the abolition of bounties 
would enable the West Indian producer to 
compete successfully either with beet sugar or 
with other cane sugar which is not bounty- 
fed. The reply is : the evidence in the same 
report shows that British West Indian sugar 
can hold its own, as regards cost of production, 
against that of any other country in the world, 
whether it be against beet or cane; and the 
commissioners distinctly state that the aboli- 
tion of the bounties is *' the best immediate 
remedy " for the dangers threatening the West 
Indies. He says: as regards the West Indies, 
it is not for their true interest to encourage 
them to rely on legislation for the protection 
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of a failing industry iostead of developing 
other resources. 

To this tlie reply is : tlie West Indies can be 
trusted to appreciate Lord Farrer's unctuous 
solicitude for their true interests. It is not pro- 
tection bat a fair Held and no favor for their 
staple Industry which they demand. ^* The 
stability of a staple in the West Indies or else- 
where is the best guarantee for the develop- 
ment of subsidiary resources." We need not 
quote more from Lord Farrer's fallacies to 
diow how he regards the question at issue. He 
knows that bounties are opposed to the princi- 
ple of free trade, this being settled on the 
authority of Cobden himself, but because the 
adoption of countervailing duties might raise 
the price of sugar In England by a farthing or 
so a pound, he opposes the adoption, propos- 
ing rather that the British sugar colonies 
should be left to be ruined. He is one of those 
described by Sir Michael Hicks Beach, who 
approve of the smugglers' doctrine, tliat 
cheapness to the consumer, however lllegltl- 
mately produced, is the only real national 
good. The subscribers to the smugglers' doc- 
trine were not spared the lash in Mr. Cham- 
berlain's recent speech, and in the Saturday 
Beviev (not to quote from other leading news- 
papers at home) we find tl^e following com- 
ment: 

" If the Oobden Club has not exhausted its 
mental energies in the effort to grasp the 
meaning of Lord Farrer's wonderful list of 
reasons against countervailing duties on beet 
sugar, we would commend to Its attention the 
petition to Parliament signed by 8604 luckless 
British subjects in Guiana who are being 
mined by foreign bounties. Unless relief 
comes speedily we are assured that the 
sugar industry of British colonies I? doomed. 
When the cane sugar industry is extinct, 
the bounties will disappear; the coun- 
tries which have given them will have a mon- 
opoly of the sugar market and the British 
consumer will be at their mercy. The Cobden 
Club, In its wisdpra, does not think counter- 
vailing duties will help colonial sugar. The 
British Guiana petitioners, who ought to be at 
least as well Informed as Lord Farrer on the 
point, say they would, and ask that they may 
be Imposed." 

The London Chamber of Commerce, the 
greatest commercial authority In the world, 
has placed It formally upon record that the 
foreign bounties are a violation of the true 
principles of free trade, and that their aboli- 
tion was called for In the true Interesta of 
British commerce. With such authorities as 
are here alluded to, ranging from the great 
Cobden himself, on the side of the sugar plant- 
ers, they are encouraged to sustain their de-* 
mand for countervailing duties or the removal 
of bounties. They are asking for no benevo- 
lent or eleemosynary legislation, nor for any 
exceptionally favorable treatment. The trop- 
ical lands which they Inhabit are better suited 
for the g^wth of the sugar cane than for any 
other economic plant, and as the production of 
sugar is their natural and legitimate industry, 
itis heartless insolence on the part of doctri- 
^ires and dullards to argue that the planters 
have no right to ^:pect the imperial govern- 



ment to save their industry from being ruined 
they ought to abandon sugar and try some- 
thing eke. If it were the case that cane could 
not compete upon equal terms with the beet 
then any petition for assistance from the 
cane planters would merit the most summary 
rejection, for It would be selfish and unreasona- 
ble; but no such request has gone forward, for 
the cane planters merely ask that the bounties 
be stopped and that sugars of all kinds and 
from all countries be admitted Into the British 
markets on free trade basis. Nothing could 
be more reasonable than this request; and in 
spite of the efforts of the opposition, among 
whom are to be found persons most maliciously 
antagonistic to the planters, we are hopeful 
that Its very, reasonableness will lead to Its 
being granted.-— TAe Argosy, 



Barbadian Factories. 

The opinion of an old colonist on the -real or 
apparent reluctance of a large section of the 
Barbados planters to supersede their present 
old-time machinery with the modem type of 
mill and evaporator, which we published a 
fortnight ago, has not been well received In 
the Island Itself, and hard things are being 
said of It. Our contemporary, the Reporter, In 
whose columns the agricultural Interests of the 
colony have always found the warmest ad- 
vocacy, says that It is traducing the planters 
to say they are opposed to the establishment 
of cencral factories, or the substitution of first- 
class crushing machinery for the present wind- 
mill process; and that the cause of their 
present Inaction is due simply to the fact that 
they have not the slightest assurance that if 
they did furnish their estates with the best 
machinery, there would be any market open 
to them In England on fair and equal terms 
for high grade sugars. We are pleased to hear 
that the spirit of progression has at last 
animated the planters in the neighboring 
colony, and we hope our contemporary Is not 
mistaken, that is, assuming he is speaking for 
the planters as a body. Our correspondent 
has as good an opportunity as any one could 
have of hearing the opinion of his brother 
colonists, and his statement does not bear out 
the Iieporter'*s ; and from other sources respect- 
able and reliable, we have heard opinions 
corroborative of that expressed by our cor- 
respondent. Time will show which of these 
opinions is the correct one. 

We can quite understand, however, the force 
of our contemporary's observation that the 
present is not the time to expect the planters 
to begin a revolution in their system of sugar- 
making. Things must go as they are until the 
market Improves and gives a fair margin of 
profit. Our contemporary has an unworthy 
sneer at Demerara planters, who have provid- 
ed themselves with the newest machinery and 
yet are in a desperate situation. We can as- 
sure our contemporary on the authority of the 
foremost men in the sugar industry that if the 
factories in this colony had not been provided 
with first-class machinery and the best evapo- 
rating apparatus there would have been few 
estates that would have survived the struggle 
up till now. Nothing but the excellence of the 



factories has enabled Demerara men to with- 
stand the pressure of the l>ounties and to keep 
their estates going. In Barbados the large re- 
turns of cane per acre and the cheapness of 
labor have to a great extent placed the estates 
there on a level with estates here; but If Bar- 
bados, in conjunction with her unlimited labor 
supply, excellent tillage and fertile soil, pos- 
sessed factories of the most economic type, her 
position as a sugar colony would be far ahead 
of ours. — Demerara Argosy, 

5us:ar Beet Notes. 

** Beet sowing will commence near Gllroy 
next week," says l\i^ Lehi Banner of the 1st 
Inst. 

The McClure Seed Company of Arroyo 
Grande, California, will plant fifty acres of 
sugar beets for the purpose of raising seed. 

Nebraska beet growers are standing pat on 
the proposition not to raise beets exoept at the 
fiat rate of $4 a ton, and irrespective of con- 
gressional action regarding Hawaii. It is 
very probable that there wUl be no campaign 
in Nebraska this year. 

Fremont, Nebraska, is striving for a beet 
sugar factory. A bonus of $50,000 Is asked, 
about two-thirds of which is in sight. The 
company is now contracting for beets, the 
farmers agreeing to an allowance in beets for 
five years as a bonus. The factory will be of 
600-ton daily capacity. 

Senator Androus, of California, an authority 
on the beet sugar industry, says there will 
surely be twenty beet sugar factories in Cali- 
fornia alone before the year 1900. These'fac- 
tories will represent an aggregate capital of 
$24,000,000. They will employ the product of 
160,000 acres of land, and pay out every year 
over $6,000,000 for labor, and at least $8,000,- 
000 for beets.— Peco« Valley Argus. 



Personal. 



Mr. Thomas A. Badeaux, of Thlbodaux, 
La., was a recent visitor to New Orleans, i^nd 
put up during his stay at the Commercial 
Hotel. Mr. L. P. Calllouet, of Houma, La., 
was also in the clly recently, staying during 
his sojourn at the same popular hostelry. 

Mr. Philip H. Mentz, of Franklin, La., was 
In the city during the past week, and registered 
at the Grunewald. 

Col. W. H. Price, of Lafourche, was a guest 
at the St. Charles on Tuesday. 

Mr. George Kramer, of St. Mary parish, was 
in the cily on a visit during the past week, 
accompanied by Mrs. £>amer, and registered 
at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

Capt. W. H. Norwood, of the Lower Coast, 
was a recent visitor to New Orleans. Captain 
Norwood registered at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. S. S. Hanaway, of New Orleans, a man 
widely known in mechanical and engineering , 
circles, had charge of the machinery on the 
Gk>lden Ranch plantation of Mr. John R. 
Gbeens, in Lafourche parish, during the recent 
grinding season. When It is remembered that 
Golden Ranch has the reputation of being 
one of the most economically working sugar 
houses in the State, the importance of. this 
position will be readily seen. 
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Sugar. 

At the end of the week the sugar 
market was qaiet, but sufficient demand 
prevailed to promptly absorb all offer- 
ings. Receipts were rather large for 
this time of the year. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals strong. 

Rice. 

The riee market was steady for both 
rough and clean at the end of the week. 
A fair demand prevailed, with offerings 
and receipts light. 



Sugar Beet Seed. 

The wide-awake local journals at the im- 
portant beet Bogar eentxes, Cbino and Wat- 
son ville, are very properly calling attention to 
the fact that the strained commercial relations 
between Germany and the United States may 
endanger our supply of sugar beet seed, and 
that the only safeguard against trouble is to 
be no longer dependent on foreign seed grow- 
ers. We have often pointed out the fact that, 
wholly apart from any interference with the 
trade, there are sufficient reasons why the 
United States should develop a home supply. 
California has peerless adaptations for the seed 
product, as was recently quite fully outlined in 
these columns. 

Why we should be selling train loads of other 
seeds and buying train loads of beet seed does 
not appear. There is certainly no natural dif- 
ficulty about growing beet seed here ; all that 
is necessary is to employ the same exact meth- 
ods in determining the quality of the mother 
beets and handling them as intelligently as is 
done abroad. 

The very fact that we produce richer beets 
trqm French and German seed than are pro- 
duced in those countries from the same seed 
should l>e conclusive proof that the production 
of seed here would tend to breed the beets to a 
higher standard rather than a lower one. Hav« 



ing the natural conditions to reach this result, 
it remains but for a skilled application of 
scientific principles, with a reasonable amount 
of capital., to make a success here of this cog- 
nate branch of the sugar industry.—Pacv/fc 
Hural Press » 

California should wake up and go into the 
sugar industry in earnest. Utah is away 
ahead of them on this seed proposition. We 
raise beet seed here second to none in the 
world.— LeA< ( Utah) Batmer, 



Capt. John N. Pharr, of Glen wild planta- 
tion, near Berwick, La., was in the city on a 
visit a few days ago, and registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel. 

Mr. Peter Crispo was again to be found dur- 
ing the past rolling season at the vacuum pan 
on the Carroll place, which he understands 
how to handle in a way which speaks for 
itself. With him at the pan and Mr. Hy. 
Derby as engineer, Carroll rolled along in the 
best of shape. 



The Cuban Sugar Crop of 1897-98. 

Statement 0/ Exports and Stocks of Sugar February 31^ 1898^ and same date tost year. 



Havana 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Clenfuegos 

Sa^a 

Caibarien 

Guantanamo.. 

Cuba 

Manzanillo 

Xuevitas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



Exports. 



Sacks. 

43,492 

4,960 

4,688 
75,808 



200 



4,630 

133,778 

Stocks. 
Havana 149,950 



1897. 

Hhds. 



Tons. 



Sacks. 

26,225 

107,469 

128,615 

176,703 

3,080 



1898. 

Hhds. 



To^. 



154 



Matanzas . 

Cardenas 

Cienfuegos 

Sagua 

Caibarien 

Guantanamo . 

Cuba 

Manzanillo 

Nuevitas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



Local consumption, 2 months.. 



62,618 

85,520 

58,442 

9,570 

1,340 



1,138 
368,678 



19,239 
18,514 461,831 

59,961 

192,662 

154,888 

108,780 

35,877 

22,665 



63,846 



3,369 



154 51,115 



678,202 



69,629 
7,000 

76,629 
31,960 



Stock of old crop, January 1 ^ 

Receipts to February 28 at all the ports ~ 44,669 

Note.— Bags, 310 pounds; hogsheads, 1550 pounds; tons, 2240 pounds.. 

Banana,. F^>ruary 28, 1898. 



80,Q19 

143,864 
7,800 

151,664 
1,516 

150,149 
JOAQtJm QUMA. 
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WANTS. 



Wt will pnbUth In tld* cohuiin, fraa of chaige nntll 
fvrtktrBotice, the appUcfttloiM of mil muiairen, ov«r- 
tttn, oaftoocn And tiifar maken, and othen who maj 
bt ■•nking potMoM In the country, and also the wants 
of planton detlrinfc to employ any of these. 

WANTED— \ POSITION AS BL ^CKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sng^ar 
plantations; reasonabie waives expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. D A KI N, Gib»on , La. 3- 16-^8 

WANTBD-SU6AR EXPERT, as YEARS' BX- 
perienc : In beet soger and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonUh Address bUcCBbS, Produce Bxchanire, 
B IS, New York. 3-«7-s5 

WANTED— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation; noderstands 
hlsbnsiness thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first«cliiss recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3->7-98 



W 



ANTED— A PLANTATION BLACKSMITH. 

wheelwright and carpenter; roast be married and 
sober; to the right kind of energetic man steady employ- 



nent; Milly plantation. LbBLANC 
Plaqaemine, La. 



310^. 



WANTED-A PLANTATION HOSTLER, 
sober and capable : must be married ; steady em- 
ployment to the riffht kind of man on Milly plantation. 
Address LbBLANC St DANOS, Plaquemine, La. 
J. 10-98. 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for farther 'pariiculars, W. J. Z., ^11 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, F'a. 3*9-90 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
Deer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Addreas A. B. W., 866 Camp street. New Orleans^ 
La. 3 9*98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take job work: can famish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5-98 

TX7ANTBD — EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGRI- 
^* coltnrist, beet sngar culture a specialty, desires 
position; best references. Address Box 309, Irvington, 
Kewjettey. 3-5-98 



•flTANTED— A POSITION AS RLEOTRICI AN OR 
^^ Ice-house work; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer : can futolsh good references. Adoress 
F. G. LtlKENZ, 43S Chartres street, city. 3*4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man wbo has much experience 
in plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarizinic; habiu strictly temperate; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. K., care 
Louisiana Pi.amtbr. s-si-98. 



WANTED- A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of lamily, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boi'ing during the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repair work the remainder of tne year; 
can furntsh good references. Address F. N. S., 031 
Piety street, New Orleans, La. 3-33 gSk 

WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OP FAMILY, 
a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reterence furnished if necessary. Address F. P. MKR- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. 3-33-98. 

ANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 



w 



assistant manager on sugar plaintation, by a young 
d man, 3S years of age ; have hid long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Calf or address 



Plantbr, 518 and Sio Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

3-34.98 



WANTED— IRISH^AMERICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
age, honesty capable and efficient, desires posi* 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DUOL E Y, Sution O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D.,4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



WANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and sheet iron worker in country lor repairs or 
new work in re^nery or sugar house; long experience 
and good references given ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
I IS9 Orange street. New Orleans. 3*15 97 



-ITTTANTEpr-A PC^ITION IN A PRIVATE 
VV * familV atf a general yard man,chy or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SASjDERS, 130 North Franklin street, 
Now Orleans, 3-10-98 



WA N T E D— POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five Tears' experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise storo; single; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box S7» Jackson, 
La. 3- 10 93 



TX7ANTSD— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 

^* chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better It 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPi^RT, 
this office. 3-5*98 



irTANTED— A POSITION AS KLI£CrKlCIAN 
VV on a plantation ; has had many years' experience ; 
can furnish good references. Address F. SINTES, 34133 
Chartres street. >-S*90 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 



BERGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. 



3-5.98 



'IXTANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
V^ considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a l>eet sugar 
house, desire positions tor coming campaign : Uie best 
of references on sppllcation. Address ** CKYi 



care Plantbr. 



STALS.»' 
2.5-9^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years* experience; cm fur- 
nuh references. Address WALTER DAILY, 36jo 
Dauphine street. 



3-3.98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six yesrs' 
experience. Address O. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street. 3-3*98 



ANTED-A POSITION AS] SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 
a-3-98 



W^ 



WANTED-A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
in the country; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS ; Giesmar, La. 1 .38-96 



TX7ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^ * and mechanic for Mexico : can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 

1.34.98 



ITT ANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 

YY salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober: best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. I -34-98 



\1TANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 

VY assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, SS3S 
Magssine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTBD-A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
gardener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 1938 St Louis street, city. 
1-31-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years* experi- 
ence and can furnish good references. Addreas U. 
WEB RE, Central, La. i -30-98 



TXTANTBD-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
^* man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN BROS.. Eola 
La. 1-30-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks Knglinh and French; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX. P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. i-iy^S 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years* ex- 
perience In refinery and plantation work ; betx of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 834 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-08 

WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; h£s had five vears' experience ss both; 
best of references lumished. Address A., care this 
office. |.i7.,i8 



rXTANTED- A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 
VV sistant engineer; has had fourteen years* expe- 
rience and can furnish first-clsss references. Addreas F 
O, W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. i • 18 98 



'WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^ * has had seren years* experience; can furnish good 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis streeL 1 1S98 



WANTED — A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address isd'care of this office. 
1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1898; 
Ai references from fonper employers. GEO. U. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1.11.98 



WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tlon by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good references. Adrress 
BOX 73, Baton Rouge, La. 1-11-98 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
jgood references wishes to learn some good busi-* 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work fo^ 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

i-ii-^ 



W 



ANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER. 

position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years' 
expenence in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER soso, thU office. i-ii-^ 



WANTED-A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a stigar f4Ctory; 
graduate otthe A^cuitural College of Utah, with about 
two vears* experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 433, Logan, 
Utah. 1-11-98 



ITTANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
W family as general yard man, city or country. 
Addresa P. S., 130 N. Ftaoklin street, city. 1-13-98. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repsir or operate machinery on sugar or 
-.f«_. „.:.* — : J Address W, 

1-5-98% 



rice plantation; satisfaction eusranteedi 
C. B., 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleans. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
189S, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A. D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
^^ boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad' 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Otleans. 



lis si-97 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN* 
ager or overseer on sngar plantation for i8«S, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed In cultivation and alt 
branches of plantation work ; habits strictly temjerste: 
best references furnished. Address "OVERSEER.** 
care of A. Koehrite, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vllle. La. is-30-97 

WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLAS* 
overseer for 1S98; can furnish recommendation 
from the besi planters of the State. Address E. O. W., 
Houma. La. is-3o.97 

ANTED - SITUATION BY A GRRMAN* 
Swiss gardener, who understands tborouglily 
flower and vegetable gardening, city or country; good 
references on hand. Address A. B., 618 St. Louis street, 
city. ia-48-97 

WANTED-A POSITION AS OVftRSSBR, BY 
an experienced, energetic and sober youngblan- 
ter; At references furnished. Address C LAURENT, 



W 



WhitecasUe, La. 



■a 38-97 



W-ANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO* 
^ * ber young m in wants position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on aalary or commission; gilt- edge 
reference as to ability and character. Addresa B. B., 
iqt^ Bayou Road street. New Orleais, La. la-aS 97 



W" ANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
^v M manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer 
with fifteen years' experience. Can fnmiah best of refer* 
ences. Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaqne- 
mine. La. la-sjgy. 

TXTANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
^^ sober young man wants position as manager of 
small store on planution; salary or commisaion; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1908 Bsyou Road, 
New Orleans. 1 a. 17.97 



WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dreas BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 
«a'5-97 

ANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSEER ON A 

sugar plantation, by a young mai who has had 
ong experience, and can furnish good references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orleana. 

WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED OVERSEER; 
married, age 40, active and sober, can be had for 
1898. at living salary. Address BOB, Port Allen, La. 
is- 16.97 



W 



-IXTANTED- A POSITION AS OVERSEER OR 

V V manager on a sugar plantation ; can f arniah recom- 
mendations from prominent and successful planters of 
Lafourche and Kapides pa«-l8hes and some New Orleans 
merchanu. Address SMI FH, care thla oflice. 13-16.97 



CO'W P£AS. 

All Grades at Lowest Market FlgrnreSt 

Prompt deliveries F. O. B. here, or at nearest 
Plantation Shipping Point. 

MARK8 A RimnSRs 

COMMISSION MEBCHANTS, 
Telepiiofis 1051. 321 and 323 Poydras St NEW ORLEANS 
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W. C 8TUBBS, Ph. D, 
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W. 
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J of Subscription (including postage) $3 00 

Ftotign Subscription ^^ 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



I Inch 

a Inch 

8 inch 

4 Inch 

5 tnch...^ 

9 inch 

T inch^ 

• Inch 

9 Inch 

10 Inch 

Half Page.. 

Fall Page. 



I 6 00 
9 60 
14 60 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 
32 60 
36 00 
38 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



t 12 60 

24 00 

36 20 

47 60 

68 76 

70 00 

81 16 

90 00 

96 00 

100 00 

160 00 

260 00 



^ 18 76 
36 00 
64 40 

71 26 
88 16 
106 00 
121 76 
136 00 
142 60 
160 00 
226 00 
400 00 



$ 26 00 

48 00 

72 60 

96 00 

117 60 

140 00 

162 60 

180 00 

190 00 

200 00 

300 00 

600 00 



All communications should be addressed to Thb 
LouisiAifA Plamtbb, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



UST OP 

%IcCall Brothers. 
ICcCall A Legendre, 
Leon Godchauz, 

fcunes Teller, 
• Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
LooisBush, 
W. S. Brickell, 
W. C Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
FooeA Bamett, 
H* C. Warmothl 
Lvdus Forsyth Jr., 
BdwardJ.Gay. 
Shattuck ft Hoffman, 
BflftileRost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. S. Olark, 

i, B. Lerert, 
Iflspson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. Sutdiffe, 

John S. Moore, 
•flies C. Murphy, 
OS. Webre, 



5T0CKH0LDBRS. 

R. Beltran, 
Lnden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ, Behan. 

tT. Moore, Jr., 
dwards A Haubtman, 
iohn A. Morris, 
I, H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J.L. HarrU, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Ftice, 
E.ftJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnol, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob, 



BXBCimVB COMMtTTBB: 



Henry McCall, 
Laden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. H. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



Sugar in the Qerman Army. 

The German Sugar Manufacturers' 
Association is endeavoring to develop a 
larger home consumption for sugar, and 
for this purpose has addressed the Min- 
ister of War for the purpose of intro- 
ducing sugar into general use in the 
army, and it has placed at the disposal 
of the military administration sufficient 
sugar to make some experiments in its 
use as a food stuff. 

The War Department had instituted 
these experiments for the purpose of 
determining under what conditions sugar 
could be given to the men without injur- 
ing their digestion, and it is stated that 
before introducing sugar in any large 
scale in the army it will be necessary to 
await the results of these preliminary 
experiments. 

Le Journal des Fdhricants de Sucre, 
from which we get these data, calls the 
attention of the I'rench sugar manu- 
facturers to this effort now making in 
Germany, and argues that it would be 
wise to imitate it in Prance, where every 
effort should be made to increase the 
home consumption of sugar. 



The Cambray Process. 

In this issue will be found a letter 
from Mr. G. Cambray, the well-known 
inventor of the Cambray process of 
double sulphuring f in which he gives a 
tabulated statement of recent work done 
in cane juice with his process. A some- 
what startling result is there shown in 
82.87 per cent, purity for the mill juice, 
with 91.2 per cent, purity for the result- 
ing syrups. Considering these data 
some of the solids not sugar have dis- 
appeared, and a natural inquiry would 
be as to whether or not their disappear- 
ance entailed any loss of actual sugar. 
On this interesting phase of the ques- 
tion Mr. Cambray 's figures give no data. 
The old belief has been that heavy sul- 
phuring of cane juices inverted more or 
less of the contained sugar ; that these 



inverted sugars might be destroyed by 
an excess of lime, and that these pro- 
cesses of inversion and destruction 
might go on considerably, if not in- 
definitely. We don't want to say one 
word against Mr. Cambray 's process, be- 
cause in a number of instances it seems 
to have been a splendid success, but the 
rising of the purity from 82.87 per cent, 
at the mill juice to 91.2 per cent, in the 
resulting syrups necessarily raises the 
question as to what became of the im- 
purities and whether or not their re- 
moval entailed the loss of any sugar. 

Sugar Beets in New Yoric. 

The New York Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at Geneva has recently 
issued Bulletin No. 135, devoted to 
sugar beet culture in that State. In 
this bulletin Dr. Van Slyke, the station 
chemist, discusses the conditions re- 
quired for the successful growth of 
sugar beets, and Dr. Jordan, the di- 
rector of the station, gives a conserva- 
tive statement for the outlook tot 
the sugar beet industry, while Mr. 
Churchill, the agriculturist, records 
station experiments in growing beets 
in 1897. 

The bulletin includes a number of 
general conclusions that will be of value 
to all of those interested in the noW 
developing sugar beet industry of the 
country. Richness in sugar is said to 
require for its highest development an 
average summer temperature of about 
70 deg. F., with two to four inches of 
rainfall per month during the growing 
season and none between maturity and 
harvesting, with an abundance of sun- 
shine. 

Analyses of about 140 samples of beets 
grown in the different parts of New 
York State during 1897 show an average 
of 15.3 per cent, of sugar in the beets, 
which is a higher average than most of 
the other States. The coefficient of pu 
rity averaged 82.5, while the yield of 
beets averaged from twelve to ten tons* 
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While the director believes that the 
/conditions in New York are generally 
favorable to the development of the beet 
sugar industry in that State, he thinks 
it probable that the estimates of yields 
and profits have been placed too high, 
And that the capital may be misdirected 
and wasted in the establishment of fac- 
tories without sufficient experience. All 
jol which seems very true to those of us 
who look at the industry from a Louisi- 
ana point of view. 



Sugar Cane. 

Our various exchanges are bringing in 
.continuous encomiums of Dr. Stubbs' re- 
cent Valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of sugar cane under the title of 
Sugar Cane, a Treatise on the History, 
Botany and Agriculture of Sugar Cane 
and the Chemistry and Manufacture of its 
Juices Into Sugar and Other Prod- 
ucts, The first volume now published is 
devoted to the history, botany and agri- 
culture of sugar cane, and Dr. Stubbs 
promises the second volume probably 
within a year. 

It is very rarely that any great indus- 
try has had such an opportunity for 
thorough exploitation as has the sugar 
industry of Louisiana at the hands of 
fir. W. C. Stubbs. While our readers 
generally are thoroughly conversant 
with the vast amount of work done, a 
reviewal of some of the salient points in 
the work may not be out of place. It 
will be recalled that Dr. Stubbs came to 
Louisiana as a visitor to the great Cot- 
ton Centennial Exposition in 1885 ; that 
he was at the time conducting some ex- 
periments with sugar cane at the Ala- 
bama Agricultural College, Auburn, 
which led him to suggest to the sugar 
planters of Louisiana the expediency of 
their undertaking similar work here. He 
was invited to appear before the Louisi- 
ana Sugar Planters' Association to de- 
liver a lecture upon agricultural experi- 
ment work, with which the people of' 
our country twelve years ago were far 
less familar than now. In fact, at the 
time there was but one agricultural ex- 
periment station in the Southern States, 
that in North Carolina, conducted by Dr. 
Dabney, afterward assistant secre- 
tary of Agriculture under Secretary 
Morton. Dr. Stubbs' arguments were 
so convincing that the sugar planters of 
Louisiana acted upon his suggestion and 
^endeavored to secure some scientific 



agriculturist competent to undertake the 
work. The association endeavored to 
secure the services of Dr. Dabney, and 
failing in this, and failing for some 
months in securing any one competent to 
undertake the work, overtures were 
finally made to Dr. Stubbs himself, ask- 
ing him to come to Louisiana to under- 
take this work. This was an outcome 
of the situation entirely unanticipated 
in the beginning by either Dr. Stubbs 
or the sugar planters of Louisiana, but 
the result was gratifying in the extreme. 
Dr. Stubbs finally consented to come to 
Louisiana to organize and carry on a 
Sugar Experiment Station. A special 
corporation was created and chartered 
to carry on the work. A small sugar 
plantation near Kenner, La., was rented 
and for several years the station was 
located at that point. Finally arrange- 
ments were made for the erection of 
buildings in Audubon Park and the 
allotment of some fifty acres of land for 
experimental purposes in connection 
with the work of the station, and here 
during the past ten years the grandest 
scientific achievements ever secured 
within the limits of the sugar industry 
in so short a space of time have been 
obtained. 

While no such startling discoveries as 
Pahlberg's saccharine, 230 times as 
sweet as cane sugar, have been made, yet 
the work at the station has gone on un- 
der the direction of Dr. Stubbs exploit- 
ing the hitherto mysteries ot the cane 
sugar industry, determining the failure 
of sorghum as a sugar-producing plant, 
because of its starch content, and in a 
general way creating the sugar planters, 
sugar chemists, sugar makers and sugar 
engineers of Louisiana into one great 
body of students, determined each to 
probe his favorite industry to its inmost 
recesses and to secure all possible ad- 
vantages thereby. 

Prime yellow clarified sugars were 
worth about 6 cents in the autumn of 
1885. They sold at about 3 cents in the 
autumn of 1894, and for about 4 cents 
this last season. The depression in the 
sugar industry has been very great, but 
in the face of all this it has made rapid 
strides on its agricultural and manufact- 
uring sides, and we believe that we are 
correct in saying that this has been made 
possible, largely if not entirely, because 
of the work of the Sugar Experiment 
Station under the direction of Dr. Stubbs. 



A vast amount of good has been accom- 
plished in the sugar districts of oar 
State, much of which can hardly be 
traced to the work of the station, but the 
studious habits, the lines of inquiry 
suggested, the different experimeats 
made, the losses avoided and the good 
results obtained have all come from a 
better, wider and profounder knowledge 
of the sugar industry than we ever had 
before, and a knowledge of it that we 
should probably have never secured but 
for the plan that we adopted in organiz- 
ing the Sugar Experiment Station, as 
was done in 1885. 

In writing his book on sugar cane, 
Dr. Stubbs has necessarily been com- 
pelled to treat of the history and botany 
of the sugar cane as preliminary to its 
agriculture, and especially as prelimi- 
nary to its agriculture as carried on in 
Louisiana in the past and at the present 
time. He discusses the matter in various 
chapters, treating the history of sugar 
cane ; the history of sugar cane in Lou- 
isiana ; its botanical relations ; the anat- 
omy and physiology of tiie cane plant; 
the climate for cane, with weather record 
for Louisianii; the drainage question: 
irrigation as applied to sugar cane ; the 
soils best adapted to sugar cane; the 
sugar soils of Louisiana; the various 
varieties of sugar cane ; the comparative 
merits of purple and striped canes ; the 
composition of sugar cane, its modes of 
reproduction; the suckering of cane; 
the preparation of land, planting, etc. ; 
the manurial requirements of sugar 
cane; its cultivation, harvesting and 
preservation for mill and for seed ; its 
insect enemies; bacteriological investi- 
gations of the cane, with the proper 
care of the work stock employed in the 
industry. 

This valuable book of about 200 pages 
includes within its covers the results of 
twelve years of solid, effective and suc- 
cessful work in the study of sugar cane 
from a purely scientific point of view 
and with the industrial adaptation of all 
the investigations constantly in mind, 
but with the investigations at the same 
time entirely free from any industrial 
limitations. Original research and the 
ascertainment of the truth from the 
scientist's point of view was the under- 
lying motive in the whole work. It may 
seem to some of tho«e who now scan 
the book that it is but a compilation of 
commonplace data. Those who are the 
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better informed, however, as to the mys- 
teries of the sugar industry will be de- 
lighted with the work and gratified to 
find such a careful, explicit and thorough 
statement of so many features of their 
favorite industry- In carrying on the 
work of investigation and in compiling 
the data, Dr. Stubbs has had the advan- 
tage of the assistance of the unrivaled 
corps of scientists that he has called into 
the work during the last twelve years, 
and one may be assured that the work 
thus so splendidly begun and carried on 
will be continued for years to come, and 
that in the sugar world everywhere Dr. 
Stubbs will always find appreciative 
listeners and readers. 

As this book is written from a Louisi- 
ana point of view concerning sugar agri- 
culture in Louisiana, it is Dr. Stubbs' 
special desire that a copy of it should be 
in the hands of every planter, plantation 
manager and overseer in Louisiana, and 
copies of it can be obtained gratis by 
addressing him at the Sugar Experiment 
Station, Audubon Park, New Orleans. 



5ugar Beets in South Dakota. 

To this subject matter Professor 
Sheppard, director of the United States 
Experiment Station at Brookings, South 
Dakota, has devoted his bulletin No. 
56, which gives an account of the exten- 
sive experiments carried on at the sta- 
tion for the purpose of determining the 
adaptability of the State to beet sugar 
culture. 

It is expected that the immense lig- 
nite coal beds lying along the Missouri 
river in North Dakota will afford a very 
' cheap fuel supply for prospective beet 
sugar factories in that State, while the 
easy accessibility of St. Paul, Minneap- 
olis, Chicago, Sioux City and Omaha 
readily open the markets of the West 
for any sugars that may be produced. 
The State is well supplied with lime- 
stone and water, and there are ample 
opportunities to utilize the residual beet 
pulp in feeding stock, as South Dakota 
is a large stock feeding State, wherein 
this additional forage could be advan- 
tageously used. 

- Dakota has been called the land of 
sunshine, and possesses the desirable 
climatic advantage of having little or no 
rainfall during the ripening period of 
the sugar beet, with very little danger of 
a second growth in the fall, owing to 
the cool nights. During this season of 



the year the roads throughout the State 
are in the best possible condition for 
hauling heavy loads, which will be a 
potent factor in delivering the sugar 
beets to distant factories. 

In regard to the quality of the beets 
raised, it is stated that of 160 samples 
analyzed in 1892, only about 16 fell 
below 12 per cent, sugar in the juice, 
some samples testing as high as 20 per 
cent, sucrose. 

The results for 1897 were decidedly 
better, and it is found that — 

68 samples tested from 12 to 14 per cent, 
suorose. 

127 samples tested from 14 to 16 per cent, 
sucrose. 

99 samples tested from 16 to 18 per cent, 
sucrose. 

28 samples tested from 18 to 20 per cent, 
sucrose. 

10 samples tested from 20 to 22 per cent, 
sucrose. 

7 samples tested from 22 to 24 per cent, 
sucrose. 

It would thus seem a well founded 
conclusion that South Dakota can do 
extremely well in the production of 
sugar beets and that she will make her 
mark in that direction as soon as her 
farmers and capitalists shall come to- 
gether into proper organization for the 
purpose. 



The Velvet Bean as Forage and as 
a Fertilizer. 

Every one in Louisiana who last year 
bought velvet beans from Mr. Geo. H. 
Wright, Orlando, Florida, seems this 
season profuse in expressions of admi- 
ration for this new leguminous plant, 
which has come rather suddenly into the 
Southern agricultural world as one of its 
most hopeful additions. As we under- 
stand it, over 100 bushels of these beans 
were used in this State last spring and 
summer experimentally, and the satis- 
faction given by the bean in the produc- 
tion of forage and as a fertilizing plant 
has been so great that the demand for 
the beans will be many times greater 
this season. 

The peculiarity of this plant is its long 
period of growth, and while this pro- 
motes its peculiar work of fertilizing the 
soil by the accumulation of nitrogen 
therein, it has made it somewhat diffi- 
cult in some instances to secure the 
beans for seed, as in some cases the 
beans had not matured at the time of 
the first frosts and a further supply had 
to be secured from Florida. 

We trust that these beans will be 



thoroughly tested again this season and 
that we shall verify with an additional 
year's experience the hypothesis that 
some of our sanguine growers of these 
beans have already announced, that they 
are not only superior as a forage plant 
and as a fertilizer to the cow pea, but 
are actually cheaper owing to the limited 
quantity required to plant an acre of 
land. 



The Cane Crop. 

A period of dry weathor has enabled 
the sugar planters to virtually finish the 
work of putting the cane in the ground, 
and all reports are to the eflfect that the 
seed was found to be good throughout 
the whole operation. 

There are some rumors to the effect 
that the spring plant is coming up very 
gappy in some sections, but it will be 
some weeks before definite conclusions 
can be reached in regard to the stand. 



Can We Introduce the X-ray Into Our 
5ugar Hou5e5? 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Has any one in 
this country or in Europe, so far as is known, 
brought the X-raj into use in the manufacture 
of sugar? Reasoning from cause to effect, it 
seems to me that much valuable information 
might be obtained by applying the X-ray to 
the juice from the time it leayes the mill, 
through all its various stages and when it be- 
gins to crystallize, and in fact until the sugar 
emerges finished from the centrifugals. 

This would be a nice study for the chemists, 
would it not? Please favor the readers of Thk 
Planter with your idea of the X-ray in itg 
application to the manufacture of sugar. 

Erin. 

The Planter has no knowledge of the 
X-rays having been applied to sugar 
solutions. As the X-ray probes into 
the mybteries further than the human 
eye, it would seem very possible that 
X-ray photographs of cane juice, raw 
and clari&ed, of syrup before and after 
filtering, and of all the stages of sugar 
crystallization, would reveal a progres- 
sive life history of sugar crystallization 
complete beyond anything we now have. 
Just as the solar spectrum has led to 
spectrum analysis in steel manufact- 
ure, showing where all the carbon is 
burned out, may not the X-rays tell the 
story of good and bad clarification, of 
good and bad crystallization. The 
X-ray eyes penetrate further than ours. 
Let us use them if we can. We must talk 
to Dr. Stubbs about them. 
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Ascension. 

[Special Ccireipondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: A spell of dry 
weather enabled all our planters to finish the 
work of getting their cane in the ground, and 
the close of the planting season produced 
no new developments in the matters of condi- 
tion of seed or the quantity thereof, reports 
being almost uniformly of a favorable char- 
acter. 

A few disturbing rumors have been heard 
during the past week, however, the burden of 
which is to the effect that spring plant in black 
land is coming up very gappily on some planta- 
tions, and that excess of water standing on 
fuch lands has had a deleterious effect on the 
seed tending to rot it. Fall plant is coming up 
beautifully, as a rule, and no complaint has 
yet been heard relative to cane in sandy land. 
It should be borne in mind that it is yet en- 
tirely too early to forecast condition and pros- 
pects of the winter and spring plant and 
present forebodings may be pleasantly dis- 
pelled by the developments of the next few 
weeks. 

After a spell of weather almost summery in 
ts warmth, we are this morning on the edge of 
the Texas blizzard that the signal service pre- 
dicted. A cold wind is blowing, accompanied 
by drizzling rain, rendering the outlook any- 
thing but cheerful from a meteorological point 
of view. A little rain would not be unwelcome, 
but we prefer it to be accompanied by milder 
temperature. 

Col. J. S. Webster, of Point Honmas and 
Terre Haute, was a town visitor this week, and 
chatted in his usual genial, interesting way 
about crop prospects for the current year. He 
is nothing of a pessimist and sees much to en- 
encourage and little to dishearten the sugar 
producer in the present outlook. Even as I 
write the words the sun bursts forth through a 
rift in the clouds and relieves the hitherto dis- 
mal aspect of the ski^. Let us accept the 
omen as the harbinger of prosperous times 
ahead. Point Houmas and Terre Haute will 
be in the improvement procession as usual thi^ 
summer preparing to take off big crops in the 
fall. 

Messrs. Gaskins -& Rolling are figuring on a 
new six-roller mill at Pike's Peak, and will 
make a fresh sugar record for that place this 
season if no unforeseen calamity interferes 
with their calculations. The building of the 
big new levee in front of Pike's Peak last win- 
ter necessitated the removal of a half dozen 
buildings, including the large mule stable, 
and the latter structure is now in course of 
reconstruction. 

Col. J. E. St. Martin finished planting at 
Pelico, Arlington and Bar Harbor on the 10th 
inst, having put into the ground 215 acres of 
cane, or 110 more than his last year's planting 
aggregated. Mr. Adlard Landry got through 
his planting about the same time, and New 
Hope and Ascension were close behind him. 

On the St. James and Armant plantations of 
the Miles Company, in St. James parish, plant- 
ing was concluded last week, and Manager J. 



K. Tucker had no complaint to make of the 
prospects. 

The inevitable and ever-present road ques- 
tion gives us much concern, and there is a gen- 
eral hope that the Constitutional Convention 
will put in the new organic law some system 
that will enable the parochial authorities to 
handle this vital matter with more success 
than has been possible under present chaotic 
conditions of the law and practice. Hon. 
Henry McCall, who is always in the forefront 
of any movement calculated to enhance the 
public interest, has expressed himself to the 
editor of your local contemporary, the Chief, 
as '''• anxious for a solution that will insure As- 
cension good highways, and more than willing 
to bear his share of whatever taxation may be 
necessary to attain this object.'' That sort of 
sentiment is characteristic of most of the sugar 
planters of Ascension, 

ll>erville. 

[Sp«9oiaI Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been all that the planter could ask for since 
last report, although the '^ March wind doth 
blow." A little rain would be appreciated 
now, to soak the crust resulting from the winds 
rapidly drying the surface. Cane is coming 
up well In places. We have had several re- 
ports from the Bayou Goula neighborhood 
and others from Bayou Plaquemine to the 
effect that the cane planted this spring was not 
coming out well and the stand would be full 
of gaps. This is to be regretted, for a bad 
stand this year will give a bad stand of 
stubble next. Com is coming up nicely, and 
in some fields there is already a good stand of 
stubble. 

Nearly every planter in Iberville shaves his 
stubble for the reason that it facilitates dig- 
ging, destroys the grass and makes cultivating 
less expensive, without interfering with the 
tonnage. The digging is done almost exclu- 
sively with the digger, to which sometimes 
four mules are attached and moved along at 
such pace as to leave a wave or cloud of dirt 
falling behind the teeth of the digger similar 
to the wave of water stirred up by a boat's 
wheel. Very little hoe work is applied to the 
stubble. 

t^The Myrtle Grove plantation on Bayou 
Jacob, formerly owned by Messrs. Both & 
McWilliams, of Plaquemine, who sold it last 
January to Mr. Ernest Y icknair, of St. James 
parish, is now the property of Messrs. Frederic 
and John Wilbert, of Plaquemine, who bought 
it from Mr. Vlcknair this week for $48,000. 
This is an advance of $4200 over the price paid 
by Mr. Yicknair, and is but another evidence 
of the confidence now enjoyed by sugar prop- 
erties. Myrtle Grove is a splendid location 
for a central factory, which will now no doubt 
be erected there. The Messrs. Wilbert have 
heretofore confined their attention exclusively 
to the lumber business, in which they stand at 
the top, and, being endowed with energy, de- 
termination and abundant capital, success is 
assured in their new venture. 

Hon. Germain Damare, of Convent, La., 
one of the proprietors of Oakley plantation at 
St. Gabriel, was at Plaquemine this week and 



reports prospects very good. We hope soon 
to see a large central factory at Oakley. 

Mr. M. L. Randolph, of Bayou Goula, will 
again sell his crop of cane bv the ton to tlie 
George M. Murrell P. and M. Company, Lim- 
ited. 

From the New Orleans papers of Wednesday 
we observe that orders have gone forth notifjr- 
ing those parties draining their lands into 
Bayou Plaquemine to desist. While feeling 
that such a step would be taken sooner or later, 
our planters were hoping that it would be post- 
poned until the locks were nearly completed. 
It has taken twenty-eight months to do the 
first work on the locks that was expected to be 
finished inside of twelve, and that first work is 
not entirely done yet. Several years may in- 
tervene before the locks are realities. 

A large force of convicts is now at work on 
the Margaret levee below St. Gabriel and are 
rapidly bringing it to completion. 

The levee authorities should now call the 
attention of the rice planters who are sowing 
rice close to the levees to the law prohibiting 
the planting of rice within a certain distance 
of these embankments. Ibervills. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special OorrespoDdenoe.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: From Monday, 
the 14th inst., until last night, the weather 
was perfectly dry. During the nine days 
named the thermometer hovered around the 
eighties, vegetation put forth rapidly, even to 
the pecan trees, and everything indicated that 
the winter was over; but last night a sudden 
change occurred. At about 11 o^cIock the 
wind, which had been blowing from the south 
for weeks, shifted to the northwest, and a 
fairly heavy rain began falling, accompanied 
by quite an electrical display. As a result of 
this norther, the mercury this (Thursday) 
morning registers scant 50 deg. and seems 
to be falling. Just what degree of cold will 
follow in the wake of this sudden change can 
not, of course, be anticipated, but it goes with- 
out saying that anything in the nature of 
a freeze, or even a frost, with vegetation in iti 
present advanced condition, would be exceed- 
ingly Injurious. 

Last night's rain was needed. The sunshine 
and steady wind of the past two weeks had 
dried and hardened the ground a great deal, 
and a rain was necessary to soften ploughed 
land. 

Planting has been practically completed in 
this parish, much to the satisfaction of all 
parties concerned. The situation with respeot 
to stubble and seed cane remains unchanged* 
Here and there some defective seed is foondf 
but the bulk of it is good. Mr. John Cronaii, 
of Belle Vale plantation, has suffered more from 
defective plant cane than any other planter in 
the parish. He has about thirty acres of plant 
that is quite bad at present, but favorable con- 
ditions later on may improve it. As to stub- 
ble, no complaint so far is heard. It is begin- 
ning to show up nicely and is very promising* 
This is true of second as well as first years^ 
stubble. 

The impression is general that this will be 
an excellent crop year. The threatened cold 
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freather ie somewhat discouraging, bnt elimi- 
nating this, it must be confessed that the situ- 
ation is encouraging. Quoth a planter a 
lew days ago: ^^ If these favorable conditions 
continue, we shall have red joints in May/* 

I understand that Northern capitalists, now 
prospecting in Pointe Coupee, are contemplat- 
ing the construction of three central sugar 
factories in that parish— one at Lakeland, an- 
other on what is known as the island and a 
third at Innis, in the upper portion of the 
parish. These factories would be powerful 
agencies in developing the sugar industry in 
that section, and would enable the small plant- 
ers to rid themselves of the tyranny of 4-cent 
cotton. 

A lengthy document was filed here in the 
of9ce of the clerk of court, last Wednesday, in 
which Mrs. Florence E. Laws, wife of Henry 
L. Laws, transferred to him the title to Cin- 
clare plantation, which had been vested in 
Mrs. Laws since 1884. 

West Baton Rouge. 

Terrebonne. 

[Special CorreBpondenoe.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: As a compensation 
for the unfavorable weather during the months 
of January and February, latterly it has been 
most propitious: not only have the days been 
favorable and warm, but the temperature at 
night above the normal for the season. In 
consequence a large amount of field work was 
accomplished last week, and now but a limited 
jtrea remains to be planted in cane, and a large 
acreage of com has been seeded. On some 
places the major portion of the stubble has 
t>een shaved, after which it has not only been 
machine-dug but also hand-dug, and the bulk 
of the com planted. On other places again 
work is backward from divers causes, one of 
which is inadequate fall preparation to expe- 
dite spring operations. Another is having to 
plant cane after cane, a system which tends to 
exhaust the fields, and is contrary to the laws 
of good husbandry. 

Although the prevailing winds have been 
from the south, yet the lands are becoming 
dry, and a warm rain ere long would prove 
advantageous, particularly when the canes 
have been planted since the rains. Such areas 
wera generally in bad condition and the clods 
have dried rapidly, and now the mother canes 
Teqnire moisture. 

The earliest planted canes begin to mark the 
row, and the ratoons are showing up far in ad- 
Tance of last year, and the first planted com is 
up nicely. Should the weather but continue 
faTorable the fields will become green at an 
earlier date than usual. 

From the average output during the last 
campaign the season was not what may be styled 
a sugar year; yet the yield per ton of cane was 
yery satisfactory with some. The indiscrimhiate 
application of tankage and cotton seed meal to 
oanes, particularly the latter, late in the sea- 
son, is certainly detrimental to large sucrose 
yields per ton of cane. 

If the fertilizer is coarse, particularly tank- 
age, the decomposition of the animal manure 
if slow under the most favorable climatic con- 



ditions, and when there are extremes of wet 
and dry weather the process is retained; in 
consequence, the nutriment which the canes 
should have in abundance in July and August 
to promote luxuriant growth, may not be 
liberated until in September or early in October, 
when the canes should l>egin to develop sac- 
charine very rapidly. Because tankage is 
rich in phosphates is no guarantee that it can 
or will counteract the effect of the potential 
nitrogen in the manure. 

Steamed bones and nitrogen in animal tissue 
are not the ingredients to use late where rich 
canes are desired ; better far make the applica- 
tion to the corn areas, or in the fall when the 
lands are being ploughed for cane ; yet tankage 
can also be used advantageously when plant- 
ing cane either in the fall or spring. 

The ofllcial report of the weather from 
Schriever is as follows : 

Temperature. Rainfall. Sanshlne 



March 14 ... 


... .80.6 


61.8 
64.2 


100 


" 15... 


...81.5 


100 


" 16.... 


83.0 


65.0 


100 


*' 17 


84.1 


65.2 


100 


" 18.... 


. ...83.8 


65.6 


100 


" 19 


82.8 


66.9 


100 


** 20 


83.6 


64.9 


100 




83.0 


65.0 


100 
Tbrrebonne. 




Vermilion, 





[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather for 
the past week has been just all that could be 
asked for by farmers. Every day has been 
clear and bright, and the only disagreeable 
feature noticeable was the stiff wind that has 
been prevailing for the past three or four days. 
Farm work is progressing very favorably and 
within a few days the general crop will be 
planted. Cane planting Is virtually over and 
the stand promises to be all that could be 
asked for. Your correspondent has been in 
the coimtry several times during the past ten 
days and every section where there is cane 
planted there is more energy displayed in 
pushing the crops. Stubble as well as plant 
cane is coming out nicely. A drive Tuesday 
afternoon with Senator S. P. Watts, of Abbe- 
ville, through the cane belt showed a decided 
advance in the crop over same date last year. 
There are large fields of cane that is already 
up to almost a perfect stand. Stubble is being 
shaved and worked out and a few planters are 
already exposing the roots to the sun, either 
by running a digger over or chopping out with 
a hoe. The com crop looks very promishig 
for the season. Some of our most thrifty com 
growers have com that will soon be ready to 
plough. There is but little said so far about 
the cotton crop for this year; 5-cent cotton 
last year was not very encouraging. The 
acreage planted to oats this year is much 
larger than has ever been put in here before, 
and the yield promises to be satisfactory. 'The 
rice crop will be put in now and the acreage 
will be very large. Reports from the western 
part of the parish on the increased facilities 
for raising rice and the increased acreage that 
is being prepared are certainly very flattering. 
The Gueydim Canal Company have started on 



their canal from Primeaux* Landing, seven 
miles west of their present canal, and will ex- 
tend it to the east line of the Gueydan pasture. 
This extension has been mentioned in Thb 
Planter before, bnt then it waa merely a 
prospect. Now it is a oertainty, as the work 
has been started and will be pushed to comple- 
tion. The Gueydan country is the finest rice 
country in the world if you consider all the 
many advantages that favor the raising and 
harvesting the crop. The Hall & Slutz canal 
is nearing completion. These gentlemen have 
changed their first plans concerning a pump- 
ing plant and will now put in a much larger 
plant than that first decided on. Their inten- 
tion is now to extend their canal next year for 
a distance of six or seven miles further north- 
west, thereby opening up a large area of fine 
rice lands. 

Judge John Clegg, of New Orleans, was in 
Abbeville last Saturday and Sunday transact- 
ing business pertaining to the Rose Hill Plant- 
ing and Refining Company of this parish. 
Judge Clegg has been recently chosen presi- 
dent of this company and will hereafter look 
after the business of the same. Mr. J. Henry 
Putnam is secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. W. G. Hamlin, of Lake Side, Cameron 
parish, was in Abbeville on business the latter 
part of last week. Mr. Hamlin has been identi- 
fied with the rice industry of his section for 
the past eight years, but the preparation for a 
crop in 1898 exceeds by far anything that 
he has heretofore witnessed. He says that there 
are a number of very large irrigating canals 
being built both in his parish and in Vermilion, 
the water to be supplied by Lake Arthur. 

Mr. Walter Gordy, District Attomey for the 
parish of St. Mary, is spending a few days in 
Abbeville. 

Mr. £. M. Stebbins, a prominent sugar 
planter of Vermilion, . left here Tuesday for 
Patterson and other points on the Teche. 

P. C. M, 

Avoyelle5. 

[Speolal Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: A season more 
delightful than has prevailed for some days 
past could not in reason be asked for by any 
one engaged in the cultivation of the soil. 
True enough the wind has been blowing from 
the south for quite a while in blustry gusts, 
damp and cloudy, but not too much so for suc- 
cessful ploughing and planting. 

Com is now coming up to a beautiful stand, 
and looks to be very strong and healthy; some 
of it is now ready for the first ploughing. The 
acreage to corn this season is, it seems, above 
the average planted during the past three 
years, and from present indications it begins to 
look like a big crop of corn will be made to 
harvest this fall. 

Not a few of our foremost farmers succeeded 
in planting from five to ton acres to cotton 
during the past week, as an early commence- 
ment, to be followed at intervals with seeding 
until the entire crop shall have been planted. 

The cane growers are now on the rush with 
their work, ploughing, scraping cane and 
shaving stubble, etc., and some of them, as 
they find time, are plantinfi^m. 
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While taking a turn over the countrj on 
the 19th Inst., when passing through the 
Powhontas plantation by the way of the pub- 
I ic road, I noted that a large per cent, of the 
cane on the place had been scraped, and 
noticed that some of the first planting of cane 
was coming out through the soil beautifully. 

If I am not roistalcen Mr. C. G. Fuselier, 
the progressive young manager of the Pow- 
hontas plantation has planted this spring some 
800 acres to cane. The stubble on the place is 
good, and it has l>een shaved and put in shape 
to grow. It is understood that Mr. Fuselier is 
planting for a heavy corn crop, to be followed 
later with pease. My time was so limited 
that while wishing to call on Mr. Fuselier, I 
found it out of the question to do so. 

On the 21st instant, The Planter's scribe 
was on the wing from Haasville to Cheney- 
ville and Theoda, a distance of twelve miles by 
the public road in its winding way along 
Bayou Boeuf, bordered with lovely homes, fine 
farms and plantations at every point, and I 
found the plowmen plodding their weary way 
turning the soil, planting and preparing to 
plant. The com crop which has been planted 
along the way was up and coming to a fine 
stand. 

At Bennettville I noted a force of men en- 
gaged in shaving stubble. I would have liked 
very much, if time had permitted my doing 
so, to call for a moment on Mr. Bennett and 
his manager^ Mr. A. Tower, but some future 
day, I may find time to do so. 

While in Theoda I dropped In on the finn of 
Pierce & Bennette, and from Mr. Pierce 
learned that Mr. Qeo, W. Bennette had planted 
this spring some 140 acres to cane, and of first 
year's stubble there was 70 acres, and of sec- 
ond year's stubble 30 acres, all of which was 
found so far sound and promising throughout. 
Mr. Tower, managing for Mr. Bennette, will 
plant for a heavy corn crop, finishing off with 
a big pea crop. They made an enormous 
com and pea crop last season, and have to-day 
3000 bushels of corn to sell, and plenty to feed 
with until a new crop can be made. Their 
mules are in good order, and field work well 
advanced. 

Farm and plantation work in the vicinity of 
Theoda and CheneyvlUe was said to be advanc- 
ing to the satisfaction of those who engage 
directly in the cultivation of the ground. 

From authentic reports which have come to 
hand It is learned that the farmers and busi- 
ness men of Bayous Rouge and Des Glalzes 
came together In Cotton Port a week or ten 
days past and perfected an organization for 
the purpose of building a central sugar factory 
at or near Cotton Port. There is no doubt but 
success will follow, as it is learned that the 
ablest men in that locality have the matter in 
hand and will be likely to forward the good 
work begun to an early completion. Alexan- 
dria, " the Future Great," is preparing to 
come to the front with a surprise In the shape 
of a big 1000-ton sugar factory. If I mistake 
not, an organization has been perfected to this 
effect. 

Mr. E. V. Weems, proprietor of the Coco 
Bend sugar factory, is busy nowadays with 
Improvements. Among other things now on 



foot is the laying of a spur track from the 
Texas & Pacific Railroad out to the factory, a 
distance of half a mile or maybe more. 

During the year Mr. Weems will put up 
some four or five miles of tramway for the 
benefit and convenience of the cane growers 
situated at various points along on the bayou 
and in the country. Erin 



Trade Notes. 



Beit Dressing.— It is the slipping heel that 
wears the hole In the stocking, and it Is the 
slipping belt that wears the leather. Belts 
that slip not only do not drive properly, but 
they wear out rapidly. A belt that is too tight 
Is overstrained, and will also wear out rapidly, 
A thoroughly reliable belt dressing is therefore 
a necessity in every well regulated factory, 
and probably no dressing has such a world- 
wide reputation as Dixon's Belt Dressing and 
Leather Preservative. 

As long ago as 187S it was used on the big 
driving belt at the Paris Exposition, when 
every other means had failed to make the belt 
take hold of the pulley that was to start the 
thousands of feet of shafting and hundreds of 
machines. Those who use Dixon *s Belt Dress- 
ing claim that it prevents slipping and 
thoroughly preserves the life and elasticity of 
the belt. It is made only by the Joseph Dixon 
Cmclble Company, Jersey City, N. J., who 
are Icnown the world over for their graphite 
products. 

McDonald's Hydraulics.— There Is no me- 
chanical device known to modern sugar mill 
work that has done more to benefit the Indus- 
try than McDonald^s hydraulics. They double 
the strain that may be applied to old cane 
mills, because their proper adjustment so 
limits the strain that it Is held within safe 
limits. Scores of old canes mills are now run- 
ning each season under strains that would 
break them down within an hour v.ere the 
hydraulics not present as a safety valve. 

Many of the users of new large heavy mills 
argue that the great strength of their mills 
obviates the necessity for hydraulics. It Is 
manifest that even in these mills where three 
to five hundred tons pressure is applied when 
there Is a big feed the pressure is greatly re- 
duced when the feed thins out, unless the 
hydraulics are to hold the rolls down tight to 
the work whether the feed is thick or thin. 
Read Mr. McDonald's advertisement and write 
to him for particulars. 

Haubtman & Loeb.— This firm, which is 
a comparatively new one, although the in- 
dividual members thereof have been enjoying 
the friendship and confidence of the sugar 
planting community for a long term of years, 
has spared no expense in their arrangements 
for handling the immense amount of business 
bestowed on them. 

At the corner of Gravler and South Peters 
streets they have an entire building devoted to 
their comraedious oflflces, warerooms and sup- 
ply department, and besides they are now 
maintaining as a special and permanent feature 
of their business a complete machine shop for 
handling any and every kind of sugar house 



constraction and repair work. This shop is 
splendidly equipped, represents a heavy in- 
vestment and possesses every tool and ap- 
pliance necessary for quick and accurate 
work. Only the most skilful workme n are 
employed and satisfaction is guaranteed. 

Ciaiiflers.— Elsewhere in this issue we print 
an advertisement Inserted by Mr. Daniel 
lliompson, to which the attention of many of 
our readers might be profitably directed. He 
advertises for sale at Calumet plantation eight 
clarifiers, eight feet by six feet by four feet, of 
J8-inch copper throughout, with 3-inch cop- 
per coils, juice connections and all pipe valves 
and fittings complete. The condition of the 
apparatus is guaranteed by Mr. Thompson^ 
and he says there is not a finer train In the 
State of Louisiana. It has made crops of five 
and a half million pounds. 



Talmage on the Rice flarket. 

Good inquiry prevails in all styles of foreign; 
as heretofore choice Java commanding the 
larger patronage. Full prices are exacted, as 
receipts are light and no enlargement expected 
until the Burmah new crop arrives, April- 
May. Advices from the South note slackened 
movement at all points along the Atlantic 
coast, in New Orleans and generally through- 
out southwest Louisiana. In spite of this 
prices are firm, as the remnant of crop is 
limited and in the hands of those yrho know 
and propose to get its full value *^ if it takes all 
summer.^' Cables from English and conti- 
nental markets report quick movement in all 
" spot " and near-by parcels. Scant stocks and 
supply are still the order, latter being 130,000 
bags short of equal date last year. New crop 
is ** booming " and millers who held aloof re- 
fusing to sell last week are the gainers by 15 
to 20 cents per 100. Sales made are against 
future delivery and subject usual market con- 
ditions of safe arrival of steamers and pro- 
vided outturn be of standard quality, other- 
wise contracts to be void. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned^ 
56,490 barrels. Sales, 55,050 barrels. Steady, 
though limited demand. Market firm. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date : Receipts, rough, in- 
clusive of amount carried over, 500,275 bags; 
last year, 561,370 bags. Sales, cleaned (est.)i. 
101,957 barrels; last year, 98,950 barrels. 
Market quiet but strong. Prices firm and with 
limited stock, early advance anticipated. 



Mr. E. P. Munson, one of the leading 
planters of Assumption parish, registered at 
the St Charles Hotel on Wednesday. 

Mr. B. H. Pring, of the well-known Oneida 
plantation in St. James parish, was a recent 
visitor to the city, stopping at the St. Charles. 
Mr. Prlng has the Oneida place in the finest 
kind of condition. 

Mr. John Osten was the engineer as usual on 
Elm Hall during the recent crop and that fine 
house worked like a clock under his skilful 
supervision. Elm Hall appreciates the Im- 
portance of having a good engineer. 
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FOREION LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Beblin, March 5, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: There was last 
week a continual variation of all sorts of 
weather — rain, snow, hail, fog and sunshine, 
but the latter only for a very short time, so 
that the dominant feature of weather was 
again moisture, together with a pretty low 
temperature. This does not look like spring, 
which meteorologically should now begin, and 
which astronomically is near at hand. To be- 
gin the field operations, as a matter of course, 
could, under the circumstances, not be thought 
of, and in spite of the mildness of the winter 
an early commencement of field work is past 
hope. If the fresh weather keeps on for some 
time to come even a normal start is doubtful, 
which is also the case in most non-German 
l}eet countries, the weather there having been 
likewise atrociously changeable and wet, and 
consequently a dry spell is urgently wanted 
all arotmd. As to the probable surface to be 
sown with beet little worthy of note has trans- 
pired. The uncertainty with regard to legis- 
lation regarding the bounty question is ham- 
pering the free closing of contracts, and the 
improvement of com prices causes the farmers 
to ask higher prices, whilst the fluctuations of 
the sugar market make the fabricants some- 
what cautious. Considering these circum- 
stances it may be taken for granted that the 
possibilities are not for a material increase of 
the sowings, at least not in the aggregate, for, 
if one of the countries concerned grows a little 
more, there will probably be others growing 
less. 

The bounty affair has not made any notable 
progress. Many no longer believe that there 
will be a conference held on that account; 
others are of the opinion that the representa- 
tives of the powers interested in the bounty 
qnt:stion will meet next month. But this is 
only newspaper talk and nobody knows any- 
thing reliable on the subject. 

In the French law of April 7, 1897, a transi- 
tory provision was inserted that the direct 
bounty allowed by that law should be paid 
only for 1896-97 to the extent of 50 per cent., 
and that eventually a supplementary amount 
should be glv6n provided that there were suf- 
ficient means available to do so. By a decree 
of the government, it is now stated that an 
additional payment shall take place amounting 
to 32.728 per cent, of the hail which «o 
far has remained unpaid, and it thus hap- 
pens that the French fabricants received 
nearly 83 per cent, of the whole bounty as 
fixed by the above quoted law. For 1897-98 
no deduction is made anywhere. 

In a recent meeting of prominent agricultur- 
ists, experiments were mentioned with regard 
to the feeding of cattle with the lower products 
of the sugar factories, such as third and lower 
runnings. It has been found that there was 
no marked advantage visible in the condition 
of sheep and cattle which were to be fattened, 
but good results have been obtained by giving 
low qualities of sugar to swine, so that by using 



fifty kilogs. of so-called after-product, worth 
about 7 marks, an increase of value of about 
36 marks—and therefore a clear profit of about 
29 marks — has been found to result. The ex- 
periments will be continued, and reports are 
to be published as to their results. 

As a good and most nutritions kind of 
fodder for cattle, beer dregs mixed with mo- 
lasses is now recommended and extensively 
used. 

In the face of the rising prices of coal efforts 
have been made to get a cheaper kind of fuel, 
and the attention of the industrials has been 
directed to coal dust heating, of which I wrote 
you already when the process emerged as a 
new invention. The results obtained are said 
to be fairly satisfactory. However, the fac. 
tories have so far hesitated to introduce the 
coal dust heating into their establishments on 
account of the dangers still adhering to it. 
The fire strikes backward and is likely to cause 
explosions. In one factory this kind of heating 
has been abandoned, as it Indeed caused an 
explosion and damaged the chimney to a large 
degree. Further experiences are absolutely 
necessary t>efore coal dust heating, which 
no doubt is cheaper than common coal, can 
be recommended for general adoption. 

An ofiicial statement says that in the cam- 
paign of 1897-98 the sixteen factories existing 
In Sweden have worked 716,171 tons of beet as 
against 890,210 tons in 1898-97. The produc- 
tion of sugar can not be stated yet, as the sea- 
son of 1897-98 Is not finished, but in 1896-97 it 
amounted to 105,556 tons or 11.86 per cent, 
raw value, and besides 25,616 tons of molasses 
or 2.88 per cent, were obtained. It maybe 
observed that the Swedish sugar Industry has 
made big strides. In 1892-93 there were ten 
factories which in the average worked 27,745 
tons of beet, whilst in 1896-97 46,855 tons was 
the average for above sixteen factories. In 
1897-98 a small decrease is noticeable, as is 
shown by the above figures. 

The Russian Minister of Finance has, under 
date of January 15-27, Issued a new plan of 
distributing the sugar crop of 1897-'98. Each 
factory being authorized to bring first of all 
60,000 poods on the home market, there re- 
mains for distribution a total quantity— crop 
and stocks — from the preceding campaign of 
46,238,300 poods, 32,097,460 poods. Of this 
latter quantity, 58 per cent. — 18,618,606 poods 
— are additionally admitted for sale in Kussia 
without pay Ing a higher tax ; 4 percent. — 1,- 
283,898 poods — form the reserve stock, and 38 
per cent. — 12,167,034 poods — must be either 
exported or pay the double tax when sold on 
the home market. But this plan is yet provis- 
ional, as a number of factories have failed to 
send in their definite figures of production. 

It is rather late to give the detailed statis- 
tical items of the three large beet sugar coun- 
tries of Europe — Germany, Austria and France 
—for last January. This much, however, may 
be mentioned, that the figures in question are 
much more favorable than last year, which is 
put In evidence by the stocks which in Janu- 
ary have decreased by 12,700 tons, whilst last 
year at the same time they Increased to the ex- 
tent of 71,000 tons. 
The activity which the markets have exhib- 



ited last week has much abated, and even fa-* 
vorable figures of German stocks of first prod-' 
ucts In first hands, as well as the moderate 
tenders and their being promptly disposed of, 
could not do much toward enlivening busi- 
ness, which was restricted In the markets both 
for actual and terminal sugars. At the close 
of the week the feeling has improved a shadCf 
and of the loss^of 5 pfennigs for 88 per cent, ren- 
dlment at Magdeberg 2}i pfennigs could be 
regained, the closing quotation being 10.10 to 
10.30 marks, whilst delivery March is worth 
9.25 marks f. o. b. Hamburg. Refined have 
been quiet, and cubes 12)4 pfennigs cheaper 
than last week. Robert Henmig. 



Barbados. 



With the exception of light showers, hardly 
more than mere drizzles, at the beginning of 
the month, February has been perfectly rain- 
less, with breezy, sunshiny weather fairly 
suitable to this land of windmills. Our lime- 
8 tone rock Is so dependent on the favor of the 
clouds, and young and tender plants, even the 
comparatively hardy cane plant, so greedy of 
of water, that It could not be but that lack of 
moisture and hot suns should severely tell on 
the young crop, and make supplying doubly 
necessary. However, on the score of the 
young crop there need be no special anxietyf 
for despite the unfavorable weather it is hold- 
ing its own; and although in some districts 
still too patchy, It has no defects but what 
time, diligent supplying, careful weeding, and 
a soaking shower will surely remedy. Over 
our Island the sea breezes sweep, drying the 
surface, while the limestone underlying the 
blanket of humus quickly filters away super- 
abundant moisture. In such a soil, and infiu- 
enced by such a climate, plants concentrate 
their essences, peppers are hotter, sweet pota- 
toes sweeter ; but of all the plants that feed 
the great industries of the world none is more 
adapted to our circumstance of soil and 
climate than the sugar cane, which in two 
centuries of cropping has by no means dimin-- 
ished the supply of honey juice stored in our 
sugar lands. Well will it be for our island If 
instead of stamping out our industry the great 
bounty-made crisis should have the effect of 
improving the processes for reaping and 
manufacturing the rich and inexhaustible 
produce of our teeming soil. 

During the past fortnight reaping has been 
cautiously pursued— reports from varlo us 
localities of from two to one and one-half tons 
to the acre, but with an Improving tendency* 
The fact is the canes are not full ripe, never 
are full ripe in February and the beginning of 
March, as proved by the fact that over ^0 
gallons of cane Juice are now required to the 
hogshead of sugar. Our planters labor under 
the disadvantage of Inadequate machinery. 
Whether wind mill or steam mill the crush- 
\ng power is Insufilcient, and the early loss is 
never so great as when by prolonged reaping 
to the end of June, or deep into July, the canes 
rot, degenerate and lose their saccharine. The 
sugary months with us are April and May, and 
we shall never be able to say that we have 
reaped our crop and fully obtained the yield of 
our soil until we acquire machinery capable of 
manufacturing the entire island crop at its 
time of sweetest perfection. That is our great 
need, and no planter in Barbados is so unwise 
as to dispute it. But— and there is always a 
but in human affairs—" things must go on as 
they are until the market Improves and gives 
a fair margin of profit,'' then truly will Bar- 
bados with her excellent tillage and fertile soil 
take steps to improve her manufacture and to 
gather in her uttermost Crystal. — Agrictdlural 
Reporter^ March 5. 
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BEET SUGAR. 

Chino, California. 

The past week has given much encoarage- 
ment here to the beet farmers. Within eight 
days we have had 1.11 inches of rain, which 
tiaa put the surface of the beet land in excel- 
lent condition for planting and germination of 
the seed. Some of the land \i not yet wet 
through to the moisture below, however, and 
on such land a heavy, soaking rain is much 
needed to assure its retaining moisture through 
the growing season. Although the chances of 
a soaking rain are now daily growing less, the 
/continuation for another month of showers 
such as we have had the past week will give 
on the Chino ranch a fair beet crop. 

A considerable acreage of Ohino ranch land 
is yet moist from below by our natural sub- 
irrigation. Some of our neighboring beet- 
growing sections lack this feature, and at the 
same time have had less recent rains than we. 
Farmers in those sections are much discour- 
aged. Present prospects point to a very light 
£rop at both Hueneme and Alamitos. 

Planting on the Chino ranch is now pro- 
gressing steadily, and a number of the first 
fields planted are now showing rows cf green. 
6ince the recent rains a number of planters 
have commenced planting who had been quite 
discouraged before. 

Owing to the drought the farmers who had 
contracted to grow sugar beets in the valleys 
Hbout Hollister for the factory building by 
dpreckels at Salinas have been released and 
given permission to plant whatever crop they 
^ink best. 

At Hueneme, also, the continued dry weather 
Is making the farmers cautious about planting 
beet seed, when there is grave doubt about a 
j^arvest resulting. A correspondent in the 
Express says : 

*^One of the stipulations relative to the 
building of the sugar factory at Oxnard was 
that the farmers in that vicinity were to plant 
^0,000 acres in beets, the Oxnard company 
furnishing the seed, which was to be sold at $2 
per acre. The farmers have been notified, but 
a large majority say it will be useless to plant 
without rain, and that they would take the 
seed gladly if a crop would be guaranteed. 
Just how the affair will terminate can not be 
fettled at present, but the Oxnard company Is 
unwilling to lose $20,000, the amount invested 
Jn seed."— CAawpf on, March 13, 



to work through the winter with no lost time, 
and the land is in a fine state of tilth. Splen- 
did crops are assured in this valley. 

We are experiencing the driest year for 
many seasons — in fact, we must go back to 1877 
to find a similar scarcity of rain. The proverb 
that *' all signs fail in a dry season " has been 
strikingly exemplified during the past winter, 
for signs there have been enough for the wet- 
test of years. A south wind would blow for 
days together, an almost sure sign in winter of 
a soaking rain, without bringing the desired 
downpour. Indeed so sure a sign of rain is a 
south wind that the old Mission Fathers would 
allow prayers for rain to be said only when the 
wind was In that quarter. The outlook for the 
beet crops or any other crops outside of a few 
favored spots is gloomy. There is a slight pos- 
sibility that heavy spring rains may give 
moisture to lands that are now too dry, but it 
is unreasonable to expect them, and showers 
are about all we can hope for. 

The Salinas valley Is suffering severely from 
the drought and will raise no beets except on 
the moist lands at the mouth of the Salinas 
river and King City, where some irrigating is 
being done on the Spreckels ranch. Around 
Hollister the country is very dry, and judging 
from present outlook little crops of any kind 
will be raised. At San Juan a few fields have 
sufficient moisture and will raise beets. At 
Gllroy and around Bloomfield prospects are 
brighter, most of the land is moist, is in 
splendid condition and will raise large crops. 
The Pajaro valley, with a rainfall for the sea- 
son of a little over nine inches, is in a l>etter 
condition than the neighboring valleys. The 
land has enough moisture, and with the usual 
allowance of spring showers and summer fogs, 
heavy crops of every kind may be confidently 
expected. It looks as if the larger part of the 
supply of beets for the Watsonville mill will 
come from the Pajaro valley this year, owing 
to comparative failure of the crop in other val- 
leys. It is the first time that this has happened 
for many years. Yet although our beet pros- 
pects generally must be termed unfavorable, 
we are in much better shape than the beet dis- 
tricts in Southern California, and we will 
hazard the prediction that our Watsonville 
mill will make more sugar this fall than all the 
rest of the sugar mills in California put to- 
gether.—Pajaronfan, March 1 7. 



Watsonville, California. 

Early sowings have commenced and several 
liundred acres have already been seeded to 
beets. 

All the upper part of the San Juan valley 
jias gone dry this year. Some of the land pre- 
pared for sugar beets is being sowed to barley 
imd the rest will be left fallow. The same 
course is being followed with most of the beet 
lands in the Salinas valley. 

As a rule winters in the Pajaro valley are too 
wet to allow our farmers to do the best pos- 
sible work on their land. The past season has 
been an exception, farmers having been able 



Lehi, Utah. 

The rays of a gentle spring have soon thawed 
out the latent activities of our farmers and la- 
borers and they are now working off sorplai 
energy laid up daring the winter. The sugar 
factory people could wait no longer and have 
begun work. They have dug Into the pile of 
moiher beets at the factory and find that not 
so many of them have been destroyed by the 
frost and fire after all. Superintendent Yallez 
says the loss may amount to 15 per cent. He 
says they have kept very well and are giving 
good tests in the analysis. These are lieing 
planted as rapidly as possible. Four acres 
will be planted on the bench and four acres 
in the old field. The planting is being done 
about three weeks earlier than last season. If 
this proves a good year for beets, next year 
they expect to have enough mother beets to 
plant one hundred acres and will go into the 
seed business extensively. Superintendent 
Yallez says our bench lands can not be ex- 
celled for raising seed and he is sanguine of 
the success of this part of the sugar industry. 
— Banner^ March 1 5. 



Ogden, Utah. 

Manager Clark complains that the Weber 
county farmers are not taking advantage of 
the opportunity to raise beets. It will be 
necessary, in order to keep the factory running 
full time, to have close to 50,000 tons of beeU 
contracted for at present. Weber county 
farmers have contracted for 750 acres, or about 
10,500 tons, figuring on the Lehi average of 14 
tons per acre. Hooper has done well and the 
citizens are making good contracts, but Plain 
City, Warren, SlatervlUe and even Wilson 
where the factory Is located, are not coming 
up to the expectation of the company. It is 
an opportunity for the farmers to double the 
productiveness of their farms and they should 
take advantage of it. The farmers will be the 
first to feel the benefit if they only take care 
of themBelYea.—^gden Standard, 



Los Alamitos, California. 

Because of lack of rain at the Los Alamitos 
factory, owned by the Clarkes, no beets will be 
grown. The same remark is true of the Ox- 
nard factory at Hueneme, and the Santa Maria 
enterprise of the Alvarado Beet Sugar Com- 
pany at Santa Maria. The greatest set-back, 
however, will be in the mammoth beet sugar 
investment of Claus Spreckels at Salinas, Into 
which $1,500,000 Is being Invested. Unless 
unusually abundant rains should fall within 
the next few weeks, no beets will be grown and 
the great refinery will remain practically idle 
during the entire season. In spite of this the 
work of preparation is being actually pushed 
on the buildings and machinery is being 
placed in them,— Financial Letter. 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

Manager Goetz returned the latter part of 
last week from New York, with full authority 
to proceed with all needed improvements in 
the sugar factory, and to enter actively upon 
the work of the season of '98. 

There will be a number of changes and al- 
terations made in the factory, chief among 
which will be the inoreaseing of capacity of 
the centrifugals. W. C. Barker, general man- 
ager of the ^perlcan Tool Machine Company, 
of Boston, manufacturers of the noted Weston 
centrifugal machines, was here this week, and 
made plans and submitted bids for installing 
four of their standard forty-inch machines, 
with complete equipment, In the local factory. 
The factory now has five centrifugals, but the 
new machines with which they will be re- 
placed will have a capacity for handling sugar 
four times as great. 

Contracts are now being signed by the 
farmers and seed delivered for planting. Much 
of the ground is already prepared. The sugar 
company will put in at least 500 acres, the 
ground now being ploughed. It Is hoped that 
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farmers, and citizens «. as well, who are equally 
interested that the campaign be made a com- 
plete success, will do all in their power to 
have beets planted, so as to bring the total 
acreage up to at least 3000. 

We wish to urge upon every farmer and 
upon every dtizen of the valley the necessity 
for co-operation in this season ^s labors. The 
agricultural possibilities of the country can be 
said to be face to face with the supreme test, 
and upon the result of this year's endeavor 
depends in a great measure the future of the 
beet sugar industry in the valley. 

The merchants and business men of Eddy, 
who are vitally interested in the success of the 
sugar proposition, could co-operate and assist 
in no more effective way than by organizing 
small companies and putting in forty or fifty 
acres of beets. Intelligent cultivation, proper 
fertilization, and co-operation will bring suc- 
cess complete. All together, now, and it is 
won. 

We are in a position to state that if by June 
1 the oondition of the crop is of an encouraging 
nature and the acreage sufficient to justify, 
the factory will be put in as complete and 
modem condition as is possible to make it, 
and prepared to handle a large quantity of 
beets. 

Planting largely itself, the company will 
have a complete farming equipment and will, 
no doubt, be in a position at harvesting time, 
and during the thinning period as well, to 
give assistance to such farmers as are in need 
of it. Having a force of experienced men, 
this will be quite a convenience, and one saving 
much money to%farmers, for it follows that 
they can handle a field much more expedi- 
tiously and satisfactorily than green hands. 

Every effort will be made by the factory 
management to speed the work of planting, 
and to assist in procuring remunerative returns 
for the grower. It should meet with «very 
encouragement and assistance. — Pecoa Valley 
Argus, March 28. 



Oregon. 



Messrs. Outler and Granger returned on 
Thursday from their visit to Grand Ronde Val- 
ley, Oregon, where the new sugar factory is 
to be built. They speak very highly of the 
country and think it an ideal region for grow- 
ing sugar beets, and the prospects for the suc- 
cess of the farmers and factory are very flat- 
tering. The farmers are going into the business 
in earnest and do not doubt its success. They 
have grown experimental patches of from one- 
fourth to two acres, and the tonnage and sugar 
contents have been exceptionally high. Fifty- 
nine farmers have contracted for 8500 acres. 
The people of the valley will be given a chance 
to cultivate them, but if efnough help can not 
be secured there Chinamen will be brought in 
to do the work. There is a splendid chance for 
farmers from here to go there. The farmers 
will let them have lands to cultivate on the 
most reasonable terms and be glad to have 
experienced men from here, and some are 
talking of going up there. Mr. Granger re- 
turns this week, and as soon as he gets back 
work on the factory >vill begin and be pushed 



to completion as rapidly as possible. They 
expect to. have all the beets they can handle 
next fall, and will give the new factory a good 
te%t.—L€hi Banner, March 8, 



In5tructions to Beet Growers. 

The sugar company along with its contracts 
has issued instructions to farmers regarding 
planting, cultivation, etc., among which is 
noted the following. It agrees perfectly with 
the advice of all the expert beet growers who 
have visited this section and should be care- 
fully followed by all farmers : " The past 
yearns experience has shown how important it 
is to plough deeply. Irrigate your land thor- 
oughly. As soon as horses can go on the land, 
put three good horses on a fourteen or slxteen- 
inch plow and turn your land over at least 
twelve inches deep ; or take a twelve or four- 
teen-inch plow, with two horses, turning land 
over eight Inches deep and follow with a sub- 
seller or beet- harvesting plow (such as used 
the past season), running six inches deeper. 
The increased tonnage gained by either of 
these methods will pay you well for the extra 
expense. By turning up the ground thor- 
oughly in this manner, the beets will g^ow long 
roots, and very little of the beet will be above 
the ground. There is very little sugar in that 
portion of the beet which is exposed, and beets 
grown largely above the ground are liable to 
be rejected by the factory."— -^rgnw. 



Another New York Beet Sugar 
Factory. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The Bingham - 
ton Beet Sugar Company is incoiporated for 
$440,000. The directory is composed of eleven 
of the business men of Binghamton. The ma- 
chinery for the factory was purchased in 
France, is the best of its kind in every partic- 
ular, and will be installed in a fireproof brick 
building. The plant has a capacity of 800 tons 
of beets per day, is located one mile east of 
the city of Binghamton, at Sugar Station, on 
the D., L. & W. It is expected that 100 hands 
will be employed in the factory ; that it will 
convert 20,000 tons of beets into sugar during 
the fall and winter of 1898. B. B. 

Binghamton, N. T., March i J, 1898. 



Beet Pulp as Cattle Feed. 

The Salt Lake Tribune, in its New Year's 
edition, had the following relating to the feed- 
ing of cattle and sheep on beet pulp at the 
factory in Lehi. It shows what value is placed 
upon the product by well Informed men, and 
indicates that the feeding of stock will become 
an important and valuable feature in all beet 
sugar districts. The sheep now being fed at 
the factory in Eddy justify in every way the 
expression in the appended article. They are 
putting on weight rapidly, luid in every way 
showing the beneficial results of the pulp 
diet. With its pulp and enormous quantities 
of alfalfa, the Pecos Valley will soon have an 
enviable reputation in stock circles. The 
Tribune says : 

'^ The value of sugar-beet pulp as cattle feed 
is just beginning to be known. Heretofore it 



was thought that this soft, mushy, sour stuff 
was of little value unless as feed for milk cows. 
The idea that it was a fat-producer was laugh- 
ed at by stock men of large experience, who 
contended that an unlimited quantity of grain 
must be fed with it in order to fatten cattle or 
sheep, but time and a fair trial have proven the 
fallacy of this idea. The value of this pulp 
was seen several years ago by the Utah 
Slaughtering Company, and a contract was 
made with the Utah Sugar Company for its 
entire output of pulp for five years. One of the 
provisions of the contract was that the slaugh- 
tering company should build sheds and feed its 
cattle in Lehi. This part of the agreement 
shows the great interest taken in the people of 
Lehi by Manager Cutler. The feeding of from 
600 to 1600 head of cattle for six months out of 
the year furnishes a market for about 1200 tons 
of hay, a large quantity of which is raised on 
the surrounding benches. If it were not for 
the foresight shown by Mr. Cutler there would 
be but a limited demand for this surplus hay, 
to say nothing of the number of Lehi men that 
find profitable employment in feeding and 
looking after the immense herds of cattle and 
sheep. 

'♦ In company with Gkorge Austin, who has 
general supervision of the stock, a Tribune cor- 
respondent visited the feeding pens Saturday. 
Although owing to the small amount of pulp 
in the beets this year there is less stock being 
fed, yet a person can form an idea of the im- 
portance of this business and its magnitude in 
ordinary crop seasons. There are about 500 
head of cattle and 800 head of sheep. The 
cattle were driven overland from Nevada and 
came into the yard six weeks ago, thin and 
footsore from their long journey. To see them 
now, as they lift their heads and speed away 
across the yards at the approach of a man, you 
would hardly believe that such a radical 
change could have been effected in such a 
short time without feeding grain. But Mr. 
Austin asserts that not one ounce of grain has 
been fed; nothing but pulp and alfalfa. Even 
now it is possible to select a large number of 
steers that would make first-class beef, but as 
the company ships only in train-load lots the 
cattle will all be held until March 1. In ad- 
joining yards about 750 head of spring lambs 
are being fed. As a diet for sheep, pulp has 
no superior, especially for old sheep that have 
lost their teeth. The softness of the pulp 
renders mastication unnecessary, and the sheep 
simply g)rge themselves and fatten rapidly. 
The lambs that are in the yard at present were 
weighed in at an average of sixty pounds. Mjr. 
Austin states that they will be able to show an 
increase of thirty pounds per head by March 1. 
It is hardly probable that this showing could 
be excelled by any kind of feed. The Lehi 
Feed and Stock Company also has a large num- 
ber of cattle and sheep on this same feed, al- 
though it is possible that they will be com- 
pelled to feed some bran and shorts, owing to 
the small amount of pulp on hand, otherwise 
nothing but pulp and hay would be fed." — Pe- 
cos Valley Argus, 



Mr. T. J. Shaffer, of St. Mary parish, was a 
guest of the St. Charles a few days ago. 
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Hawaii and Her Sugars. 

Westport Point, Mass., March 21, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The United States 
Senate having smothered the Hawaiian annex- 
ation treaty, and the matter heing now open 
for the passage of a joint resolution by Con- 
gress, good may result by a brief presentation 
of facts touching the existing treaty with 
Hawaii and the annexation question. This 
country has lost nearly $100,000,000 of revenue 
from sugar, out of which the government has 
been jewed by specious interpretations of the 
Hawaiian treaty; thus vacuum pan refined 
sugars made from clarified syrup, and testing 
from 95 to 99 deg. pure crystals in the polaris- 
cope, are entered free of duty as raw sugars, 
such as were formerly made in Hawaii by 
cruder methods, and described in the treaty as 
^' muscovado,^^ brown and all other Unrefined 
sugar, meaning thereby the grades of sugar 
heretofore commonly imported from the Sand- 
wich Islands, and now (1875) known in the 
markets of San Francisco as ^^ Sandwich Island 
sugars;'' the treaty does not exempt the semi- 
refined vacuum-pan sugars, which are per- 
mitted entry duty free as raw sugars. 

While, in my opinion, the treaty should long 
9inee have been abrogated, or so modified as to 
prevent the importation of high grades of 
sugar, far superior in pure crystals to the yel- 
low refined sugars that are sold to consumers, 
I also know that the importation of high grade 
sugars duty free, under specious pretences, has 
been detrimental to American producers of 
sugar without the least benefit to consumers. 
The loss of said duty is a burden on the people, 
for which they receive no adequate return un- 
der existing conditions. Our trade with the 
Sandwich or Hawaiian Islands is the outgrowth 
of the enterprise of Boston merchpnts, who 
first sent ships and merchandise to those 
islands. The trade with Hawaii naturally be- 
longs to this country owing to the location of 
the islands, and the facilities for trading with 
the islands, owing to natural causes, practical- 
ly bar other nations from monopolizing the 
trade. Hence, the admission of sugar from 
those islands duty free was a blunder from its 
inception, our claims under the treaty being 
practically the same as those of Great Britain 
and Germany, for which those nations give no 
adequate trade return, while we have been 
paying the islands millions of dollars per annum 
for privileges that other nations have for 
nothing. In fact, if there is any good reason 
why this country should annex the islands it 
lies in the fact stated herein. 

The classification of facts produces reliable 
evidence. United States statistics prove the 
give-away trade game this country has been 
playing with Hawaii for nearly twenty -three 
years, and need not be detailed here. In 
short, the country has quietly endured loss of 
revenue from semi-refined Hawaiian sugars 
outwardly colored to not above No. 13 D. S. 
in color, but of great purity, 95 to 99 deg. test 
in the polarlscope, which sugars are allowed 
entry by color alone, and producers of sugar 
in the United States have made but puny 
efforts for the abrogation of a treaty that in- 
jures them as much or more than the admis- 
sion of such sugars can possibly do if the Ha- 



waiian Islands were annexed and became a 
territory or State of the Union. The evidence 
of facts is against the treaty as regards the 
sugar clause which practically governs the 
question of reciprocity with Hawaii. Annex- 
ation would give this country ownership and 
money expended by gift or for improvement 
in Hawaii would be expended on our own 
property, and not as now, be thrown away 
upon the islands practically for nothing. 

Sugar producers In this country strenuously 
oppose annexation on the ground that sugar 
being the principal product of Hawaii would 
come In duty free and would injure or destroy 
the* present home industry. As well might 
our wheat growers object to the admission of 
a wheat growing State ; but the strangeness of 
the objection is that under the existing treaty 
Hawaiian sugars are admitted free and annex- 
ation would not change the existing condition 
a particle. It is reported in the press that a 
prominent leader in home beet sugar produc- 
tion issued a notice to sugar beet growers that 
if annexation occurred his factories would not 
pay more than $3.50 per ton for beets; if an- 
nexation did not take place, $4 per ton would 
rule, subject in either case to sugar contents 
of the beets. Little wonder that farmers re- 
fused to sign contracts to raise beets under 
such dictation. It probably occurred to farm- 
ers that Hawaiian sugars are admitted free of 
duty under the existing treaty and the evil 
could not be enhanced If the Islands were an- 
nexed. 

The contention that Hawaiian sugars would 
hinder production In this country Is contra- 
dicted by the fact that such has not been the 
case under the treaty and would not be with 
annexation more than now. Sugar can be pro- 
duced In Hawaii of the grades now Imported 
free for less than 2 cents per pound, but the 
market price of such sugars In New York and 
San Francisco Is based on the market price of 
cane and beet sugars of similar grade Imported 
from other countries plus duty. The profit 
goes to Hawaiian planters and their agents and 
to the sugar refining company and their allies, 
hence our beet sugars are not specially affected 
by Hawaiian sugars, but to get better profits 
the cost of producing beet sugar In this coun- 
try must be reductd and will be. This desired 
profit does not depend on the product of 
Hawaii, but upon progress in sugar making. 
What nature and cheap labor has bestowed on 
Hawaii In this regard must be equalized by 
the persistent employment of brains, capital 
and skill, aided by Improved methods, wherein 
we excel and on which we must depend. 

One most Important point In this relation 
refers to the fears or pretended fears that the 
sugar product ol Hawaii Is likely to Interfere 
with our progress If the islands are annexed. 
Setting aside the fact that under the existing 
treaty the condition as regards sugar is as bad 
as it can be, there are good reasons why the 
production of sugar In Hawaii has approxi- 
mated the limit of her capacity of production 
in the line of sugar. Be that as it may, the 
demands of consumption in this country are at 
present far beyond our present capacity of 
production and increasing far more rapidly 
than our sugar production is at present In- 



creasing. Hawaiian sugars are and will con* 
tlnue to be but a drop In the bucket compared 
with the demands of consumption. With the 
most rapid progress possible and with reason- 
able tariff protection, producers of sugar may 
Increase a hundred -fold and still are not likely 
to reach, much less outstrip, the demands of 
home consumption for very many years to 
come. 

The consumption of imported sugars free 
and dutiable entered for immediate consump- 
tion and withdrawn from warehouses for con- 
sumption In the year ended June 30, 1897, was 
6,347,410,981 pounds, or 2,387,237 tons of 2240 
pounds. Of this amount there was of Hawaiian 
sugars duty free 431,306,359 pounds, or 192,547 
tons of 2240 pounds, from official reports. The 
production of cane and beet sugar in the 
United States In the year named was 740,007,- 
400 pounds, or 330,356 tons of 2240 pounds, of 
which 289,009 tons were cane sugar and 41,347 
tons of beet sugar, oflScial report. Thus U 
appears that in the year named the total con- 
sumption of foreign and domestic sugar In this 
country was 6,087,418,381 pounds, or 2,717,593 
tons of 2240 pounds; population the year 
named, 72,807,000 (ofi3cial), making the con- 
sumption of sugar 83.75 pounds per capita In 
the year named. 

Of the vast amount of sugar now annually 
consumed in this country, the Imports from 
Hawaii are too small for home producers to 
worry over, and the enormous quantity re- 
quired for consumption affords opportunity 
for the production of beet and cane sugar In 
excess of our enormous consumption. If the 
existing treaty with Hawaii can only be killed 
by annexation, sugar producers may accept 
annexation with equanimity. 

Hbnry a. Brown. 

We are sorry to see that our distin- 
guished friend and consistent advocate 
of the development of a home-grown 
sugar industry in the United States 
should now have joined the Hawaiian 
annexationists. His logic is like that of 
a young woman who married a man to 
get rid of his importunities. His cita- 
tion of the possible objection of the ex- 
isting States to the admission of a wheat- 
growing State is not pertinent, as we 
are exporters of wheat and importers of 
sugar. We compete with the world in 
wheat, whereas we are trying to develop 
an American sugar industry, and ask 
proper legislation to bring about this 
result. 

It isn't that Hawaii would produce so 
much more sugar than now, were she 
annexed, but we couldn't get rid of her, 
couldn't so easily secure a divorce, if 
she came into the Union, as we can per- 
haps now. We don't want any closer 
relation with Hawaii than now, and 
want the relation made more remote as 
soon as we can. W>_yant the recipro- 
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city treaty abro^ted and Hawaii rele- 
gated to her normal condition of an 
independent government without the 
onesided relations she now enjoys with 
this country. — [EDrroR Louisiana Plan- 
ter.] 

The Cambray Process of Double 
Sulphuring. 

El Puente, March 10, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: I have the pleas- 
ure of handing you below, a table of analysis 
of the work in this cane sugar house by the 
Cambray process of doable sulphuring, hoping 
that you will do me the favor of publishing 
the same in the columns of your valuable 
journal. G, Cambray. 

DorvLB Sulphuring: the Cambray 
Process. 
Analyses, 
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Curious Leaks in Juice Heaters. 

New York, March 10, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: I would desire to 
lead the attention of the sugar manufacturers 
worlcing by diffusion process, to the losses in 
the juice heaters of the diffusion battery, 
which should not be underestimated. 

By the existing vacuum in the steam parti- 
tion of the heaters and the pressure of juice in 
the other part, there is a considerable loss of 
juice that escapes with the condensed steam, 
especially at the cell charged with fresh chips, 
and generally only there noticed when a con- 
siderable amount had been lost, the water in 
the boilers colored and the smell of burnt 
molasses observed all over the sugar house. 

These lealts, only ascertained by the anaph- 



tol reaction, are splits of hair breadth in the 
tubes, impossible to detect by steam even to a 
pressure of forty-five pounds (according to J. 
Schnell), because when the steam test is ap- 
plied the tubes expand and close these splits 
tightly; the contrary takes place when cold 
juice passes the heater, the tubes contract and 
allow the juice to escape. Therefore, leaky 
heaters should always be tested with an hy- 
draulic test pump and cold water to seventy- 
five pounds pressure. 

I would recall an instance where I used to 
mark the heaters of a diffusion battery in 
which traces of sugar were found by the word 
'* leaks;'* the man in charge of the battery un- 
screwed the bottom cover, applied steam to 
ten pounds pressure, and, of course, could find 
no leak in the tubes, and felt that he had been 
troubled without cause, consequently the 
chemist did not nnderstand his business, etc. 
Under the (word) mark "• leaks '' I found the 
sentence: " That's a d lie.'' 

After several days the split had naturally 
extended, the water of the condensed steam in 
the heater assumed the dark gray appearance 
of cane jnice. I called the attention of the 
man again to the leak, and told him that he 
could now convince himself personally by 
testing the water. Well he found he was 
wrong in contradicting, and the mysterious 
sentence disappeared. C. A. Zimmerman. 



The Qerman 5ugar Bounties and 
British Refiners. 

The British sugar refiners complain, with 
apparent justice, that the German export boun- 
ties are specially injurious to them, for whereas 
on 88 per cent, beet they are Is. 3d. per cwt., 
they are Is. 9d., or 6d. more on refined sugar 
The German refiners reply that the extra 
bounty is absolutely no gain to them, and that 
on the whole the British refiners are, if any- 
thing, rather better off than they are. Th® 
calculation on which they rely is somewhat 
as follows: 88 per cent, beet yields 80 per 
per cent, in refined sugar, which is exported 
at the bounty of Is. 9d. ; 8 per cent, 
of secondary sugar, which is exported at 
the bounty of Is. 3d.; and 12 per 
cent, of molasses, which is kept at home and 
gives rise to no bounty. It will be found on 
calculation that these proportions would give 
an apparent advantage to the German (as 
compared with the British) of 3d. per cwt. 
This advantage more than disappears in prac- 
tice, because through the way the bounty 
works in Germany itself, the German refiners 
have always to pay at least 3d. more for 88 per 
cent, beet than the British refiners pay for it. 
In addition, the German manufacturers main- 
tain that their British rivals have a great ad- 
vantage, in the ease with which some portion 
of the molasses can be worked off in pieces, 
etc. It is also argued in Germany that as our 
refiners have the practical monopoly of the 
supply of German raw beet, they have It in 
their own hands to arrange that they get a 
sufficient margin. 

The strongest proof, however, that the Ger- 
man refiners have no advantage whatever in 
the relative bounty on raws and refined, is the 



fact that they are very desirous of seeing the 
bounty system entirely abolished, believing 
that the increased home consumption, due to 
the decreased duty (which would follow the 
abolition of the bounty), would be far more 
advantageous to them. If the G^erman refiners 
were gainers by the present system they would 
not be likely to take such a view on the ground 
of abstract political economy. It would cer- 
tainly appear, if these German arguments are 
correct, that the Is. 9d. bounty on German 
refined is not injurious to our refiners, 
while the Is. 3d. bounty on raw beet Is ob- 
viously advantageous to the latter, by giving 
them a practical monopoly of the cheapest 
sugar in the world. We simply repeat these 
statements as they reach us, and shall be glad 
to insert any Information of a contrary char- 
acter, if it can be furnished. The anxiety of 
the chief German refiners for the total aboli- 
tion of the bounties shows, in any case, that 
there can not be much in the difference. — P- 
M, Beview, March 12, 



The New Rice Irrigating Plants in 
Southwest Louisiana, 

The largest of the new canals is the Abbott- 
Duson, with a paid-up stock of $42,000. It 
will water the Prairie Hayes country and will 
be able to irrigate about 8000 acres this year. 
About ten miles of the main canal will be com- 
pleted this season and some eight or ten more 
next year, which will make the amount of land 
irrigated over 16,000 acres. The water is se- 
cured from Bayou des Cannes and is carried 
for three miles to the canal, which is 100 feet 
wide, where a second pumping station is to 
be established for a necessary relift. The main 
station is to be fitted with six 6xl8-foot boilera, 
two Corliss engines, with 24-inch cylinders 
and 48- inch stroke, of 420 horse-power each, 
and six 18-inch double -suction improved Ivens 
pumps, with a total capacity of 90,000 gallona 
per minute. At the relift station there will be 
three 6xl8-foot boilers, one Corliss engine, 
24-inch cylinder and 48-inch stroke, and two 
36-inch pumps. 

The second largest canal is that of the Miller- 
Morris Canal Co., Ltd., which is now rapidly 
nearing completion, and which will have, in- 
cluding laterals, a total length of about twenty 
miles. The pumping plant is fitted with eight 
80 horse-power boilers, four engines 126 horse- 
power each, and four 18-inch Ivens pumps, 
with a total capacity of 60,000 gallons per 
minute. It starts from Plaquemine bayou, 
just north of Estherwood, and runs in a gen- 
eral southerly direction. It will water from 
8000 to 10,000 acres. 

The Holler Canal Company, Limited, has 
absorbed the Bayou Blanc Canal Company, 
which last year irrigated a few hundred acrea 
with a single pump. The canal is being en*, 
larged and lengthened and the pumping piant 
added to. The new 18-lnch Ivens pumps are: 
to be put in, giving a total capacity of 45,000 
gallons per minute. There will be three 6x16- 
foot boilers, and two engines with 18-inch 
cylinders and 22-inch stroke. It starts from 
Bayou Plaquemine at a point about two and a 
half miles west of Crowley,>^d runs ia a 

Digitized by VjjOOQLC 



204 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 13. 



fiontheafit direction to a length of about eight 
tniles. It will irrigate in the neighborhood of 
8000 acres this year. 

The Ferre Canal Company, Limited, is c ne 
of the latest companies to be incorporated. 
The canal starts out of Bayou Queue-de- 
Tortue, at a point about three miles northwest 
of Daspit, and runs five miles in a general 
easterly direction. The pumping plant is to 
be fitted with two 18-Inch pumps with a total 
capacity of 30,000 gallons per minute, two en- 
dues with 18-inch cylinder and 22-inch 
«trdke, and three 6x16 foot boilers. This year 
It will irrigate 4000 acres, and next 3rear it will 
toe extended to twice its present length . 

The Watertown Irrigation Company, Lim- 
ited, is one of the largest private irrigation 
companies. Its canal will start from the Mer- 
mentau river, above Mermentau station, and 
will this year be in shape to irrigate about 600 
or 700 acres. Next season its capacity will be 
enlarged. 

In addition to these larger canals, there are 
A large number of small private pumping 
plants, irrigating from a single field up to 
«everal hundred acres, that can not be men- 
tioned since it is almost Impossible to keep the 
run of them. But on the whole it is safe to 
say that in Acadia parish there will be some 
30,000 to 85,000 acres more under irrigation 
the present season than the past one. — CVotr- 
ley Signal. 

Diffu5ion in Egypt. 

;[TraD0late<l for Tux Lottisiana Pulntbb from Oen- 
tralblatt fur Zuckerindustrle] 

In Egypt there are four sugar factories 
-working by. the diffusion process, of which 
one, Cheik-Faddl, works 1800 tons of canes 
per day. It may be here said also that sugar 
manufacture by diffusion without the use of 
some coal as additional fuel is done only in 
Beni-Korrah factory. This result, which has 
•only been attained after very great efforts, is 
due in a large part to the rainless climate of 
Egypt. The Beni-Korrah factory belongs to 
some Copts who live like Arabs. This Arab 
administration has been one of the principal 
difficulties in starting the factory, a portion of 
It having been erected too late to work in any 
oousiderable way. The personnel of the es- 
tablishment is rather bad and inexperienced 
with few exceptions. During the hours of 
prayer, the engines and the apparatus remain 
without surveillance in such a way, that it re- 
<]uireB a large number of workmen to fill any 
l^ven post. One need not be astonished, said 
my informer, if in each relay there were, for 
example, as in the motor engine of the diffu- 
sion apparatus, two engineers and two greasers. 
The factories situated further north in Egypt 
have very intelligent workmen and employ 
fewer persons for the same work. 

Every six hours the workmen change and 
the relay go to bed in the factory. The 
greatest difficulty exists to keep everything in 
A clean condition. The workmen, Arabs, fel- 
Sabs, Copts and negroes, are under the sur- 
Teil lance of natives. There are also some 
•Germans, Belgians. French, Syrians and 
Greeks. In order to Interpret there are four 
4ragomen, of whom two are from the streets 



of Cairo. One may readily imagine the sur- 
prises and difficulties that such a Tower of 
Babel might develop. 

The railway for the transportation of canes 
was absolutely insufficient, and very often the 
factory stopped for the lack of canes. The 
building of the sugar house is high and spa- 
cious, and the disposal of the engines and the 
apparatus, with the exception of the diffusion, 
is very practical. A laboratory, very well in- 
stalled, but which, unhappily, only arrived in 
the latter part of the campaign, Is hence but a 
storeroom and repair shop. The sugar cane 
was one-third of the second year and two- 
thirds of the first year. They had as much 
white cane, yellow and green-yellow as of the 
red cane. The cane experiments were made 
with a hand mill of three rollers, through 
which the cane was twice passed. The mixed 
juice weighed from 14 to 22 Brix, with a purity 
from 70 to 89. 

The better the cane the less the proportion 
of glucose and the less its acidity. The red 
cant, is poorer in juice and richer in glucose 
than the other kinds of cane. The excellent 
method proposed by Pellet for sampling canes 
has not been used from lack of time. One 
great inconvenience is that the cane is brought 
to the factory with its top on, which contains 
about 4 per cent, of sugar less and double the 
quantity of glucose. 

By reason of the rainless climate canes 
cut in December to February do not suffer 
when they are covered with leaves daring the 
week of cutting. On the contrary, the warm 
months of March and April are very injurious 
to the cane. 

The culture of cane is good In fields irrigated 
by steam pumps. The cane there is healthy 
and the crops are average. The cane cut is 
stripped in the field by children, the tops are 
cut off and then the cane is loaded on camels 
and transported to the railway cars. 

In mill work, the canes promiscuously loaded 
give no particular trouble. On the contxary, 
for diffusion it is necessary that the stalks be 
very strfjght so that they may penetrate into 
the cane cutter hoppers. The crooked canes 
are broken for this purpose. From the wagons 
the fellahs carry the canes to the German cut- 
ting machines. This apparatus worlds well to 
the extent of 400 tons of chips of 3 millimetres 
per day, or 300 tons of 2 millimetres, or 200 
tons of 1>^ millimetres. Two cane cutters are 
operated. The chips are taken by a horizontal 
conveyor to the elevator, whence they are car- 
ried to another conveyor which operates the 
entire length of the battery. The battery Is 
composed of sixteen cells arranged In two lines 
of eight cells each, recivlng the chips by four 
hoppers. The diff users are 1.56 metres in 
diameter, with Iron bottoms 1.65 metres 
diameter, in order to permit the easy dis- 
charge of the cells. Each diffuser contains 
2.5 to 2.7 tons of cane. The bottom joint is 
made by means of a rubber tube which has a 
water pressure of from 45 to 90 pounds. This 
pressure is obtained by the means of a little 
air pump. The water and juice pipes are of 
160 millimetres exterior diameter. 

The thicker the chips the fewer can be put 
into a cell. The extraction on the other hand 



is worse, but the emptying is done more 
quickly. At the conunenoement of the work 
two diffusers having been defective in con- 
struction, they were obliged to work with four- 
teen. They were unable to say what would 
have been the extraction for a thickness of 
three millimetres and with sixteen cells. The 
chips of 13/2 <^d 2 millimetres, and working 
350 tons of cane per day of twenty-four hours, 
gave good extraction ; the exhausted chips con- 
tained 4 per cent, of sugar and by digestion 3 
per cent, of sugar. 

The battery was heated with exhaust steam. 
The diffusion water, the water of the Nile, con- 
tained in December and January from 7 to 10}^ 
milligrammes of salt, and in March 15.20 milli- 
grammes of marine salt per quart and contained 
also a quantity of silt. 

The temperatures of the diffusers, taking the 
average of various observations, was 34,56, 
78, 86, 89, 90, 90, 90, 90, 86, 49, 84. The fol- 
lowing diffusers were under air pressure in 
such a way that at the moment of discharge 
their contents formed a compact mass of chips 
pressed together. The circulation was mahi- 
tained without difficulty and when the tem- 
perature reached 98 no difference was per- 
ceived. 

When the battery was stopped for more than 
an hour an increase of acidity was noticed. 
The author often left the battery during 
twelve hours without emptying the diffusers, 
because of a lack of canes, and in leaving the 
cocks and the covers open found no difficulty 
in the subsequent work. The precaution was 
taken to put lime water in four diffusers. 

Some experiments showed that the ash con- 
tained was not increased, or was but very 
little in the diffusion juice. From 50 to 65 
litres of juice were drawn per 50 kilos, of cane. 
The juice averaged 12.5 Brix and .85 per 
cent, glucose. The purity showed an increase 
of 1 to 2 per cent, over that obtained In the 
laboratory with the hand mill. 

The dischai^e of the exhausted chips wu 
badly done in the beginning. The air accu- 
mulated between them, and when the diffusers 
were opened a compact mass was found which 
did not fall out. The diffusers were badly 
erected not sufficiently high above the floor and 
the gate could not hang down vertically. The 
compact mass is now discharged with forks; a 
chain is passed under, and to the songs of the 
workmen it is carried out of doors. It will re- 
quire a long time to correct the defects In this 
construction, and to adapt to it the very sin- 
gular means that can be availed of. 

The horizontal conveyer that ran under the 
diffusers was changed, but it worked very 
well. For the present campaign the discharge 
is modified, and the chips fall out into an ele- 
vator and into a two -roller mill driven by a 
125 horse -power engine. The rollers are held 
together by hydraulic pressure. These rollers, 
which had a defective arrangement, were to 
have pressed the chips to a certain degree of 
dryness, so that they could be used as fuel. 
They pressed well, but their bad position led 
them to again absorb the water from the chips. 
The author thinks that it is impossible to suffi- 
ciently press the bagasse from diffusion in 
those mills, whatever^jjyiy be thelLConstmc- 
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tioD, 80 as to make them bnm well. Diffusion, 
then, can not be rendered practical with the 
advantages such as where thev have wood or 
coal, and where the climatic conditions permit 
the drying in the sun of the green bagasse. 

The furnaces would only burn fuel contain- 
ing 42}4 per cent, or less of water. The ba- 
gasse mill could readily compress the cane to 
this degree, bnt not diffusion bagasse, which 
contains still from 55 to 60 per cent, of water. 
it has been suggested that the drying of the 
bagasse might be improved by the heat from 
the boilers, but this would complicate the ap- 
paratus, increase the necessary capital and 
would not do it as well as the sun, which 
would do all this in a better way. The drying 
of the bagasse can only be done in the regions 
where the climate and labor permit. 

Dry bagasse of 30 per cent, humidity burns 
in the furnaces. Those are arranged in such a 
way at Beni-Korrah that the pressed chips 
were brought by a carrier into the front two 
fnmaces. Each of these furnaces heated two 
tnbular boilers, each having 200 square meters 
of heatinfl: surface. By the side of these there 
was another tubular boiler of 200 square meters, 
with a coal furnace, but it had not been used 
other than in the first six weeks. The bagasse 
reached the furnace from above The horizon- 
tal grate is fed from above and below by a 
pressure blast, a single blower answering for 
four furnaces. The bagasse is heated at once 
on the grade, then raised by the blast and 
burned the moment it arrives in contact with 
the hot surfaces. In this way bagasse of 46 
per cent, water content is burned, but the con- 
dition of the fire should be good and the ba- 
gasse hopper kept closed. At the commence- 
ment of the season they attained with diffi- 
culty a pressure of from thirty to forty-five 
pounds, which was insufficient for the work, 
but later on they had a pressure of abo.ut 
eighty pounds, burning nothing but bagasse. 
Bagasse 30 per cent, water bums well without 
the blast and better than the cottonwood and 
com stalks. 

Notwithstanding Mr. G. Stade has affirmed 
that the bagasse suffices, theoretically, alone 
for the production of steam, this might be ex- 
act, but not in practice. One might supply it 
by an allotment of cane leaves to be brought 
•in from the factory fields by camels. In oper- 
ating thus one might obtain without coal all 
the pressure necessary to the factory — that is 
to say, for 400 tons of cane every twenty-four 
hours and for every 800 square meters of heat- 
ing surface. 

The leaves require four or five days to be- 
come dry on the earth, but they have the in- 
convenience of leaving much cinder and to 
require the relay of three men to remove the 
residue. When one has fired with leaves it is 
necessary to employ a movable grate in the 
middle in order to let the ashes escape. The 
fire made by leaves is quick, the flame is long 
and there is no need of a forced draught. The 
section of the flues and the chimney ought to 
be large and the manhole ought to be arranged 
to permit daily cleaning. At Siont for 400 
tons of cane it costs for bringing in cane leaves 
and for drying the bagasse 150 to 175 francs 
per day. 



Notwithstanding that the dry diffusion ba- 
gasse and cane leaves will suffice to produce 
the necessary steam, it is certain that this pro- 
cess can be employed in very few cane colo- 
nies. The humidity which remains in the 
chips after double pressure, 55 per cent, of 
water, is difficult to remove by mechanical 
means. The sun, however, does this usually, 
and where it rains one can suppress the double 
pressure and dry the chips in any kind of a bat- 
tery. This is more economical than tio employ 
steam to drive the mills. 

The juice drawn from the diffusion battery 
passes in a rotary pump and is measured. At 
the commencement it is limed in one of the 
tanks to the extent of .18 kilos, of quicklime 
per ICO kilos, of cane, but as this presented 
some difficulties the old clarification was re- 
turned to. An attempt was made to sulphur 
the raw juice in the measuring tanks. The 
diffusion juice of 12.5 Brix after sulphuring 
had a clear yellow color. Heated to 75 and 
defecated, it limed to alkalinity .015 it gives 
after a rapid defecation a very brilliant juice 
which filters quickly. The raw juice ought to 
be sulphured cold to prevent the rapid increase 
of the invert sugar. 

In general sulphuring is not done in the 
measuring tanks, but the measured juice is 
heated at once at 50 deg. in the juice heaters, 
then returned into the boilers for the defeca- 
tion, where it is neutralized with lime and 
heated to 85 deg. The cooler juice then fiows 
out into the sulphuring tanks situated below. 
The scums were deposited in decanters, where 
they w.ere reheated and driven at a pressure of 
15 to 35 pounds through four filter presses. 
The scum press is filled in six to twelve hours. 
The dry cakes have a thickness of 50 milli- 
metres, giving 433 kilos, per press, or 28 per 
cent of scum. This scum includes an average 
of 6.8 per cent, of sugar, 3 of glucose and 22.5 
of ash. The dark yellow juice coming from 
the presses is clear and bright and passes into 
the sulphuring tanks. These tanks are fur- 
nished with steam coils and sulphur coils. The 
sulphur acts during Ave minutes, then the 
juice is heated, the scum rises and the clear 
juice is run into a Philippe filter of two square 
metres. For 100 tons of cane it requires 1)4 
Philippe filters. The juice is now clear and 
brilliant. There is no increase of glucose if 
the work be continuous. The juice leaves the 
filter at 95 and is sent to the quadruple effect. 
The multiple effect has 800 square metres of 
heating surface with heaters of 120 square 
metres for the raw unflltered juice. The first 
pan is heated by exhaust steam to which is 
added a little direct steam. A central air 
pump gives a vacuum of 69 centimetres in 
the four pans. 

The syrup is boiled in a vacuum with no 
other filtration. For large grain they boil at 
60 centimetres vacuum and for fine grain at 
65 centimetres. The first molasses is at once 
sent back to be worked in with the syrup and 
next into seconds. The first masse cuite is 
sent to two open mixers, giving about 50 per 
cent, in sugar of 96>^ to 98>^ polarization. A 
prolonged working In the mixer gives an in- 
ferior sugar, difficult to work in the csntrifu- 
gals. 



The second sugars remain twenty -eight 
hours in tanks one meter deep, and give after 
centrlfugaling a fine sugar of a color varying 
from brown to brown yellow of 90 to 91 polar- 
ization, and containing from 3.5 to 3.8 per cent, 
glucose, which is consumed by the fellahs. 
The molasses Is then distilled Into rum. Neu- 
tralization of the first molasses by lime is not 
authorized by the buyers of the low products. 
First sugars from 8>i to 9 per cent, of the 
weight of the cane is obtained and 1.7 percent, 
of the second sugars. These yields, however, 
are not exact, for the weight of the cane was 
not often determined excepting by the diffus- 
ers. Of molasses they obtained about 3 per 
cent, of the weight of the cane. At the com- 
mencement they produced about 1500 tons of 
azal, or syrup of 34 to 36 Baum^, which was- 
sold, especially during the feasts of Ramadan. 
Some 200 tons of cane gave a greater value by 
150 francs than the same quantity worked into 
sugar. The defecation of this azal is different 
from that described above, Inasmuch as when 
the limed juice is heated the scums are sep- 
arated at the end of thirty minutes. The 
buyers do not want sulphured syrup, bnt it 
was easy to circumvent them. The unsui- 
phured juice is difficult to filter and the four 
Philippe filters would not have sufficed for 
working 150 tons. The azal is cooled, put in 
high bottles, corked with a piece of cane and 
the Nile mud and subjected to the sun for ten 
or fifteen days in the field under a careful sur- 
veillance in order that it may submit to a sort 
of fermentation. The taste recalls that of 
honey, which the azal replaces. An attempt 
has been made to produce azal of second qual- 
ity with the first molasses operating as fol- 
lows : The first molasses diluted to 28 to 80 \b 
sulphured, and milk of lime then added, bring- 
ing it to a low alkalinity. It is highly heated, 
filtered and boiled to 34 to 36 Baum6. This 
azal has a reddish brown color; but the taste is 
good. 

Mr. B. 11. Sprague and Mrs. Sprague, of 
Adeline plantation, were Wednesday visitors 
at the St. Charles. 

Col. J. P. Kearney, of Belle Chasse planta- 
tion, on the lower coast, was a guest of tho 
Royal during the past week. 

Mr. James P. Buzzl, the well-known sugar 
boiler, had charge of the pan this season on 
the Golden Kldge plantation, and acquitted 
himself In a way to win the highest en- 
comiums. 

Mr. Frank J. Webb, of the Baton Kouge 
Sugar Company, Baton Rouge, La., was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago and registered 
at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Messrs. L. and J. L. LeBourgeois, of tho 
parish of St. James, were in New Orleans lasf 
Saturday, residing at the Cosmopolitan Hotel 
during their stay* 

Mr. Carroll Barton and Mrs. Barton, of Mag* 
nolia plantation in Assumption parish, were in 
the city on a visit a few days ago, and regis- 
tered at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. R. R. Barrow, of Houma, near which 
place he possesses extensive sugar interests^ 
was a recent visitor to the city, registering last 
Monday at the Qrunewald. 
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MOXASSIS. 

Barrels. 

2,528 
2,528 



RBCBIPT8 AND SALBS AT NBW ORLBANS FROM 8BPT. 



i897> TO MARCH as, 1898. 
-Sugar- 



Recehred — .... ... 

Sold 

Recehred same time last year.. 



Hhds. 
21,048 
21.048 
88,296 



Barrels. 
1,85!),527 
1,828,549 
1,165,708 



MOLASSBt. 

Barreli. 
178,«15 
178,215 
218,659 
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March 26. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898 



RICE. 

ROVOH, y bbl 

Clxan, FAncj.. 



Choice^. 

Prime 

Good 

Fair 

Ordlnarjr ». 

Common. 

Inferior...^.. 

No. 2 

BMAXf V ton 

PcMjaH, y ton 



Mar. 19. 



2 00J4 25 
5X@5)r 

8X^8M 
Nominal. 

9 50^10 00 
14 00^15 00 



Mar. 31. 



\ 25 



Mar. 22. 



2 O0@i 26 
4yf6 

Nominal. 
1H92 
9 50O10 00 



Mar. 28. 



26 



Mar. 24. 



i 25 



Mar. 25. 



\ 25 

I 



y 8Xd8i^ ^' y % ^ 

^ al. Nominal. ^ .il. h al. K^ al. I NomTnal. 

i;i92>> 1^92 1^32 1^32 in%^ 2 %%}i 

9 50010 00 9 50^10 00 9 50010 00| 9 50010 00 9 50ctl0 00 12 000 

n 00015 00 U 00016 0014 00015 0014 00015 00 14 00015 00 17 00018 00 



Samb Day Tonx of Market at Closimo 
Last Year. or Week. 



2 0004 25 
5^06 
5X05^ 
«y08 

4 04X 
8H03M 



Strong. 



Stron 



EBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THB WBBK 
BNDING MAR. a5» 1898. 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

4,228 
4,584 



Bbls. 



Clean. 

79 

1,487 



RBCBIPTS AT NBW ORLBAN8 FROM AUQ. I. 18971 TO MAR. 
25, I8g8, COMPARBD WITH LAST TBAR, SAMB TIM B. 



Thia jear^ 
Last jear.. 



Sacks Rough. 
^ 444,999 
^ 874,841 



Bbls. Clbasi. 

8,580 
8,282 



Sus^ar. 

At the end of the week the local sugar 
market was quiet. The receipts from 
plantations were fair, and the demand 
was sufficient to absorb the offerings. 

Molasses. 

• No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals strong. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was strong at 
the end of the week. Offerings of 
rough rice were light and the demand 
was very good. Clean was steady, with 
a good demand and moderate offerings. 



5us:ar in London. 



The recent dulnesa in the market was sup- 
posed to be due to .the expectation of heayy 
tenders of beet sold for March delivery; but 
although as a matter of fact, these have proved 
exceptionally light, the market has not moved 
in either direction. The real cause of this 
inactivity is apparent! v the lack of support 
from the trade, the demand lor actual sugar 
having fallen off very markedly of late, while 
the absence of speculative business is caused by 
the uncertainty of the future. Continental 
holders are loath to sell at the present barely 
remunerative prices, with the additional pos- 
sibility of all calculations being upset by the re- 
sult of the Sugar Conference, which is arranged 
to be held during the present month. So far as 
the position of the article is concerned, it looks 
as strong as ever, particularly in Europe, the 
Tisible supplies being no larger than they were 
two years ago. American stocks show a slight 
increase, but this may be due to tbe possibility 
of complications arising between Spain and 
the United States, and a consequent desire to 
hurry foward shipments of sugar from Cuba. 
The weeklv receipts in the latter island con- 
tinue heavy, but it is still supposed that the 
crop will shortly be completed instead of run- 
ning on into June, There has been an im- 
proved inquiry here for low brown cane sugar. 



and the market has been cleared of some de- 
scriptions at fully steady prices, while as re- 
gards grocery sorts tlie demand continues 
slow, but values are well maintained for tbe 
small supplies available. The cheapness of 
some kinds of London Yellow Crystals has ex- 
erted an unfavorable effect on tbe deliveries 
of crystallized raws of late, but until larger 
slocks of the latter t)ave been accumulated 
there is no possibility of meeting this severe 
form of competition by a return to lower 
prices. There were no imports of crystallized 
raws to London for the week ending 3d in- 
stant, the total for this year remaining 5088 
tons, against 5862 tons in 1897. — P. M, Beviexo^ 
March 5. 



5ugar in London. 

In consequence of some weakness shown in 
the American markets, and of greater pressure 
to sell forward deliveries of beet on the part of 
continental holders, speculative quotations 
have given way to some extent. Unfavorable 
views have been taken of the receipts of sugar 
in tbe States and in Cuba, but the same possi- 
bility of political complications continues, and 
may be regarded as a sufficient explanation of 
the prevailing quietness. The same deficit in 
stocks is shown, and, indeed, has grown larger 
as compared with last year's figures, while the 
first authentic intelligence of the sowings of 
the next beet crop points to a slight reduction 
in acreage rather than an enlargement. It can 
safely be said, therefore, that apart from a dis- 
position on the part of speculators to sell 
'• paper," nothing has occurred to upset the 
previously conceived opinion that the position 
of sugar is both sound and safe from a dealer^s 
point of view.— Produce Markets Beview^ March 
12, 



Additional Duties on 5ugar Imported 

from or the Product of France. 

Treasury Department, ] 

Office of the Secretary, I 

Washington, D. C. March 10, 1898. J 

To Collectors and Other Officers of the Customs: 
It appears that under the operation of the 
law of France now in force sugars produced in 
and exported from that country receive, in 
addition to the direct export bounties specified 



in Department Circular No. 163, of September 
22, 1897, indirect bounties in the following 
amounts : 

Sugars receiving direct export bounties of 
3.50 francs, 4.00 francs and 4.50 francs per 
100 kilograms, receive indirect bounties of 
5.67 francs, 6.48 francs and 7.29 francs per 
100 kilograms, respectively. 

The countervailing duties to be assessed on 
such sugars under the provisions of Sec. 5 of 
the act of July 24, 1897 must therefore be 
equal to 9.17 francs, 10.48 francs and 11.79 
francs per 100 kilograms, respectively. 

L. J. Gage, Sea'etary, 



Personal. 



Hon. W. £. Howell, of Lafourche parish, 
was a recent visitor to the city. Mr. Howell 
stopped at the St. Charles on Sunday. 

Mr. C. W. Bocage, a prominent planter of 
Houma, registered at the Koyal at the begin- 
ning of the week. 

Mr. Edmund McCollam, of Terrebonne par- 
ish, was a guest of the St. Charles on Tuesday. 

Gk>v. H. C. Warmoth and Mrs. Warmotb 
came up to town on Monday and put up at the 
St. Charles, which is their usual stopping place. 

Mr. 0. M. Nilson, of Perry, La., near which 
place he is erecting a large central factory to 
grind the cane of the Vermilion parish far- 
mers, and bring prosperity to that fine section 
of country, was in the city on a short visit dur- 
ing the past week. Mr. Wilson stopped at the 
Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. J. XumaThibaut was the manager of the 
vacuum pan on Mr. Leon Gk>dchaux' Elm Hall 
place during the past campaign. Mr. Thibaut 
seems to be one of the fixtures at Elm Hall, 
and doubtless he is the right man in the right 
place. 

We received a very pleasant visit during the 
past week from Mr. Thomas Cranage, presi- 
dent of the Michigan Sugar Company, of Bay 
City, Mich. The Michigan Sugar Company 
will be an up-to-date plant, with a capacity 
of 360 tons of beets per day. and will add con- 
siderably to the lustre of the rising beet sugar 
industry. Mr. Cranage is an exceedingly well 
informed gentleman, and after thoroughly 
posting himself on the sugar industry believes 
it is a good thing to invest in. 
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THE LOtJiSIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANITFACTURER. 



fVol. XX No. 13, 



WANTS. 



We will pabllsh in this column, int of chug* until 
fwtlicr notice, the epplicetions of ell menegers, over- 
•, engineers end sugmr makers, and others who may 



IM seeking poeltlons in the country, and also the wants 
ttf planters desiring to employ any of these. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, a« well as seyen seasons of 
plantation boiling; understands clarification; stricUv 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. £. 
MOORB, a85 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New Yorlc. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vac* nm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 189S crop, be-tof rcierence and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J. bAVOY, Palncourtville, La. 3 18 98. 



WANTED— A. POSITION AS BLA.CKSMITH,BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference firitt- class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gib&on, La. 3- 16-^8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, aj YEARS' EX- 
perienc ; in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonial* Address bl/cCKfiS, Produce Exchange, 
B IS, New York. 3->7-98 

W A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly ; sober and tellable ; can furnish 
first*class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3->7*98 



WANTED— A PLANTATION BLACKSMITH, 
wheelwright and carpenter; must be married ana 
sober; to the right kind of energetic man steady employ- 
ment; MlUy planUUon. LbBLANC & DANOS, 
Plaquemine, La. 3-10-98. 



WANTED-A PLANTATION HOSTLER, 
sober and capable ; must be married ; steady em- 
ployment to the right kind of man on Milly plantation. 
Address LsBLANC & DANOS, Plaquemine, La. 
3-10-98. 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES Po- 
sition at once; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification; write for furtherjoarticulars, W. J. Z., au 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
Deer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp street. New Orleans, 
!•«• 3-9-98 



WANTED — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take job work: can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3-5-98 

-fXTANTED— EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGBI- 
*^ culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position; best references. Address Box 309, Irvingtoo, 



posj 
Nei 



few Jersey, 



3-5-98 



TXTANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
^* ice-house work; also a good mechanic or suffar- 
house engineer : can finraish good references. Address 
F, G. LtmKNZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarixing ; habiu strictly temperate; 
can furnish got^d references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana Pi^antbh. a-ai'98. 



WANTED- A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling during the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repair work the remainder of the year; 
can furnish good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street, New Orleans, La. 2-33 98. 

ANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 

a position as manager or assistant manager on 

sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 

reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 

WIN, Le Compte, La. ' 3-33-98. 

ANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 38 years of age; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Calf or address 
ri.ANTBR, 518 and 5^0 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

>-a4-98 



W 



TT7ANTED-IRI8H.AMEBICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
TV age, honest, capable and efficient, oesires posi- 
tion of management In Mexico. Address LAWRENCB 
M. DOOLEY, StaUon O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



WANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and shent iron worker in countrr for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house ; long experience 
and good references given ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
I IS9 Orange street. New Orleans. 3-15 97 



W 



ANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SAJfDERS, 130 North Franklin street. 
New Orleans. s- 10-98 



WA N T E D -POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years' experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single; no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. 3- 10 98 



W* 



'ANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 

chief engineer would like to make arranffementt 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit; the best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. 3-5-98 



rXTANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
W on a plantation ; has had many vears' experience; 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, 3433 
Chartres street. 3-5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
'^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BERGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. >-5-98 



WANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions for coming campaign ; the best 
of references on application. Address ** CKYSTALS." 
care Planter. 3-5*98 

TTTANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
W man; hashed many years' experience; can fur- 
nish references. Address WALTBB DAILY, 3630 
Dauphine street. *~3'9S 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSBN, 518 Louisa 
street. s-3-98 



ANTED- A POSITION ASl SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience; best of refer- 
ences. Address J OS. J . LAND R Y. Convent, La. 
a-3"98 



W^ 



WANTED- A GOVERNESS' FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 



"l^iyANTBD- A POSITIOJ^ AS SUGAR MAKER 
^^ and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 

1-34.98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-34-98 



WANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Aodress JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street, New Orleans, La. 



WANTED-A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
gardener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOBLLE, 1938 St. Louis street, city. 
1-31-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can Ornish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. 1 -30*98 



TXTANTED-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
^v man as assistant overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN BROS.. Eola 
La. 1-30-98 

ITTANTB D— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-. 

Vy keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaka English and French; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX. P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-9S 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work; be»t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 834 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-96 

WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; hashed five years' experience as both; 
best of references iumishea. Address A., care this 
office. 1-17.08 



irrANTED- A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 
VY slstant engineer; has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 
O, W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. i- 18-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
' ' has had seren years' experience ; can furnish good 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street 1 1*98 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 

1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1898; 
Ai references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUg<^ 
LASS, Covington, La. i-ii-4j8 



W 



ANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
. tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright r 
never drink, and can give good references. Adrress 
~^ I, La. I-11-98 



BOX 73, Baton Rouge, 



W' 



ANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
. . good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

1-11-96 



W 



ANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five years' 

. .. J operating sugar machmery; 

t moderate salary. Address 
office. i-ii<9B 



experience in erecting and op 

will engage by the year at 

ENGINEER soso. this office. 



WANTED-A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a sugar factory ; 
graduate of the Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Station. Address P. O. BOX 433, Logan, 
Uuh. i-it-<fi 



\\TANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
W family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Fiankfin street, city. 1-13-96. 

ANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 

erect, repair or operate machinery on sugar or 

rice plantation; satisfaction guaranteed. Address W. 

C. B., 537 Henry Clay avenue, New Orleana. i -5-98 \ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
1898, by a man of long experience, who can 
furnish reference. Address A« D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3-96 

•yjrANTED- POSITION AS ASSISTANT SUGAR 
** boiler for crop of 1898, by competent man. Ad' 
dress COMPETENT, Box 649, New Otleans. 

113-31-97 . 



WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for 1896, by e 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed In cultivation and all 
branches of planution work; habits strictly temperate: 
best references furnished. Address " OVBRSBBR,*' 
care of A. Koehrits, Assistaot Postmaster, Napoleon- 
vlUe, La. ie-30-97 

WANTED— A SITUATION AS FIRST-CLASS 
overseer tor 1S98; can fumlah recommendation 
from the best planters of the State. Address B. O. W.r 
Houma. La. 13-30-97 

WANTED - SITUATION BY A GERMAN- 
Swiss gardener, who understands thorough^ 
fiower and vegetable gardening, city or country ; good 
references on hand. Address A. B., 618 St. Louis street, 
city. 13-38-97 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS OVERSEER, BY 
. . an experienced, energetic and sober young blad- 
ter; Ai references furnished. Address C. LAURENT, 
WhitecasUe, La. 



•flirANTED— ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY SO- 
** her young m ui wants position as manager of small 
store on plantation, on salary or commission ; gilt-edge 
reference as to ability and character. Address B. B., 
193^ Bayou Road street. New Orleans, La. 13-38 97 



WANTED— FOR NEXT SEASON, A POSITION 
as manager of a sugar plantation by an overseer ' 
with fifteen years' experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address W. T., care Daily Journal, Plaque- 
mine. La. 13-3397. 

TXTANTED — ENERGETIC AND STRICTLY 
▼' sober young man wants position as manager of 
small store on plantation; salary or commission; gilt 
edge references. Address B. B., 1938 Bayou Roadr 
New Orleans. 13-17-^ 

WANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PAINTER, AG- 
customed to country and plantation work, would 
like to obtain work either by the day or contract. Ad- 
dress BRUNO, 863 Baronne street. New Orleans, La. 
'»'S-^ 

ANTED-A POSITION AS OVERSBER ON A 

sugar plantation, by a young man who has had 
one experience, and can furnish rood references. 
Address R. V. H., 139 Deeatnr street. New Orieans. 



W 



SWIFT A CO. 

IBlood. CLXX<3L IBocno ]Bx*eai:^cS« 

The best Com Fertilizer ever used in the'South. Analy- 
sis: 10% to 11% Ammonia; 18% to 30% Bone Phosphates; 
9% to 11% Phoiiphoric Acid ; Potash traces. 

H. S. CROZIER, Soliciting Agent, 

Godchaux Building. NEW ORLEANS, LiU 
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THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

AKO 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THB 
L$ui$iana Sugar P/anHn' M$9oeiation, 
IfMHt/o/i Branch Sugar Plani9r9' M$9Qciathn, 
Loui$iana Sugar ChBmM$' M$$oeiationp 
fui$a$ Sugar SrowrB' M$$ociaihn, 
7990$ Sugar Plantm^' M$9oeiation. 
roUlibtd at New Ofteaaa, La^ erwy Saturday Moralnf 

BY THB 

U>UI8IANA PLANTER AND 8UQA1I 
MANUPACTURBR CO. 

DcTOied to Lfontolana Agriculture in general, and to 
tlie Sugar Induftry in particular, and In aJl iti 
branches. Affricnltural, Mechanical, Chem- 
ical, rolitical and Commercial. 



W. C 8TUBB8, Ph. D, 
W. W, FU6H. 



BDITOmiAI. COKPS 

W. 



JO) 



J. THOMPSON. 
>HN DYMOND. 



Intered at the Poatofice at New Orleans as second-class 
mall matter, July 7, 18S8. 

Terns of Subscription (including postage) 43 00 

fwtign Subscription.......^ ». 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 


1 month 


3 month 


6 month 


12 month 


1 Inch 


9 600 


9 12 60 


1 18 76 


9 26 00 


SInch 


960 


24 00 


86 00 


48 00 


8 inch 


14 60 


36 20 


64 40 


72 60 


4 inch 


19 00 


47 60 


71 26 


96 00 


f inch 


23 60 


68 76 


88 16 


117 60 


« tech 


28 00 


70 00 


106 00 


140 00 


TiBch _ 


32 60 


81 16 


121 76 


162 60 


• inch 


36 00 


90 00 


136 00 


180 00 


$ inch 


38 00 


96 00 


142 60 


190 00 


10 inch 


40 00 


100 00 


160 00 


200 0<i 


Hall Pageu. 


60 00 


160 00 


226 00 


300 00 


Fall Page. 


100 00 


260 00 


400 00 


600 00 



All communications should be addriessed to Thb 
I«OUlBiAiiA PLAifTBB, 339 Csroudelet Street, New 
Orleans, I»a. 



U8TOP 

SoCall Brothers, 
cCall A I.egendre, 
Leon OodchauB, 
James Teller. 
0. Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs. 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Poos A Bamett, 
H« C Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth Jr., 
Edward J. Gay. 
Shaituck A Hoffman. 
EaUe Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
U S. Olark, 
J« Ba Lerert, 
Sfannson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomield, 
W. W. Sutcllffe, 

foha8.Moore, 
amss C Murphy, 
•s.Webre, 



ST0CKN0LDBR8, 

' R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 

D. R. Calder, 
L. A Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WjJ. Behan, 

J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Edwards A Haubtmai 

iohn A. Morris, 
L H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
CM.Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
i-HJJIighy. 
Andrew i^ce, 

E. A J. Koch, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MilHken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A Becnel, 

J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob, 



BZBcvrnrB comiTrrss: 



Henry McCaU. 

W.B.Schmidt, 

D. R. QOder, Louis Bosh, 

John Dymoftd, President. 



American Beet Sugar. 

Perhaps the handsomest literary con- 
tribution to the American beet sugar in- 
dustry is the recent publication under 
the above title of a work by Mr. William 
H. Holabird, of Los Angeles, Cal. In 
a beautiful pamphlet of some sixty pages 
he gives instructions concerning the field 
work of the sugar beet from seed time 
to harvest, with full illustrations of a 
model beet sugar factory and explana- 
tory notes. The book is handsomely 
illustrated, and among others gives a 
fine picture of Mr. E. H. Dyer, the pio- 
neer beet sugar manufacturer in Amer- 
ica, the first one to make the industry 
an industrial success. The Louisiana 
visitors to the Industrial Congress held 
in Chicago in May, 1884, will recall Mr. 
Dyer as a visiting delegate to the same 
congress, representing at that time the 
beet sugar industry of California. 

Another handsome picture is thei of 
Mr. Thomas R. Cutler, the promoter 
and manager of the Utah Sugar Com- 
pany, at Lehi. Mr. Cutler's good judg- 
ment and ample means, together with a 
long experience in the sugar industry 
and distinguished ability of the Dyers, 
resulted in making the Lehi factory a 
success from the start and a notable 
success from the fact that it was the first 
beet sugar factory in the world to suc- 
cessfully introduce the production of 
sugar beets with irrigation. Another 
portrait is that of Mr. William A. Clark, 
president of the Los Alamitos Beet Sugar 
Company, and also one of Mr. J. Boss 
Clark, vice president and manager of 
the same corporation. These gentlemen 
invested a million dollars in the Los 
Alamitos sugar house and adjacent lands, 
and are now arranging for a large in- 
crease in the capacity of their works. 

Mr. Holabird places the farming com- 
munity of the United States at 30,000,- 
000 persons, men, women and children, 
and he believes that the successful es- 
tablishment of an American sugar in- 
dustry saving to the country the expend- 



iture of a hundred millions annually 
in the [purchase of foreign sugars and 
developing another grand staple crop 
that can be readily produced at home is 
a mission in which all good men should 
join and aid as far as they can. 

The book gives a number of views of 
Lehi and Los Alamitos sugar factories 
and brings out in exceptionally fine 
style the massive machinery used, in- 
cluding the circular, diffusion batteries, 
the extensive filter press plant and the 
immense quadruple effects and splendid 
vacuum strike pan. A notable feature 
is the use in the Los Alamitos factor}' 
of a number of crystallizers, used for 
crystallizing in motion the low stuff that 
is ordinarily crystallized in tanks and 
wagons, which is now attracting con- 
siderable attention in Louisiana owing 
to the admirable device recently invent- : 
ed by Mr. E. P. Eastwick, Jr., and re- 
cently discussed before the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters' Association. 

An ingenious device for loading cars 
from wagons by the use of a net spread 
within the wagons, the team then pulling 
the whole net load of beets into the ad- 
jacent cars, is very effectively illustrated. 

Mr. Holabird believes that America 
leads the world, and, with that modesty 
which is characteristic of all good Amer- 
icans, he says : 

*• It is the writer's intense belief that 
America is for Americans. That what- 
ever they undertake they do well ; that 
the ultimate destiny of the United States 
is so far beyond the conception of the 
careless thinker that pleasure has been 
taken in proving that so far in making 
the most intricate, the most perfectly 
adjusted, machinery demanded by an 
industry more exact than almost any 
other in the world, we lead rather than 
follow the bright chemists and mechani- 
cal engineers of Europe. In fact, study 
American machinery as you choose, her 
vehicles, her mining machines or agri" 
cultural implements, or her technical 
works in steel, copper or sugar, and'we 
lead the world." 
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A Sus^ar Factory in Central Florida. 

In this issue ot The Planter there 
will be found an advertisement of Mr. 
C. Irvinf? Page, of Aubumdale, Ha., 
announcing the fact that responsible 
parties in Central Florida, owning some 
3000 acres of first-class sugar cane land, 
will contract to plant the land in cane 
and sell it to a central sugar factory for 
a terra of years, satisfactory conditions 
being arranged. 

We understand that the conditions 
under which it is proposed to produce 
the cane for this factory are in no wise 
similar to those which prevented Mr. 
Disston's enterprise in Florida from be- 
coming a success. The lands are not 
muck lands, but good, solid hammock, 
and produce sugar cane of high test. 
Parties interested will do well to corre- 
spond with Mr. Page concerning the 
matter. 

Bur mall Rice Crop Prospects. 

We are in receipt of advices from Cal- 
cutta to February 24. The summary of 
the district officers' reports on the rice 
crop prospects on the 31st January, 1897, 
in the fourteen chief rice producing dis- 
tricts of Lower Burmah shows that the 
total area under paddy cultivation is 
now reported as 5,594,279 acres, or 
65,442 acres more than the estimate 
given last month, and 370,217 acres 
more than the actuals of last year. 
Reaping completed and threshing in 
progress. It is now estimated that there 
will be available for export 1,930,000 
tons of cargo rice, equivalent to 32,711,- 
900 cwt. of cleaned rice. 



The Crop Situation. 

Rain, which was generally needed, 
fell throughout the sugar district during 
the past week, but it would have* been 
more beneficial if it had not been ac- 
companied by a temperature somewhat 
too low for the season. 

While germination has been scarcely 
fostered by the cool wave, the cane ap- 
pears to be prospering very well, with 
the exception of some portions of spring 
plant, which is coming up in a more or 
less gappy fashion, giving rise to sus- 
picions that the very wet weather pre- 
vailing during the major part of the 
planting season has caused some rotting 
of the planted cane. In general, how- 
ever, the situation is good, and the crop 
promises to be a large one. 



Secretary Wilson Wants a Man. 

The following amusing incident is reported 
as occurring in the rooms of Secretary Wilson 
at V^ashington one day recently : 

^* A young man who graduated at one of the 
Eastern colleges last summer called with a 
letter of introduction from the senator from 
his State, in search of a position, and explained 
that as he had been raised upon a farm and 
had a practical knowledge of agriculture, 
baclted by a classical education, he thought 
that he was capable of filling almost any posi- 
tion in the department. The secretary was 
glad to see him and told him that he thought 
he could give him a position at once. 

^* I want a man,'' he said, ^^ who is up in soil 
physics, and if you have masterei that branch 
of agricultural science I will appoint you with 
a salary of $1000 a year at once.'* 

'* What is soil physics?*' inquired the young 
man. 

'' it is the science of soils. It is necessary for 
the man who takes this position to know all 
about the chemical composition of the soils of 
different localities, their capacity to absorb 
and retain moisture and the amount of moisture 
required by each kind of soil to produce the 
best results in different plants. Certain kinds 
of plants require more moisture than others, 
but it depends largely upon the character of 
the soil, and I want a man who is fully posted 
to take charge of a division here."' 

The young man said that he did not feel 
capable of undertaking that job. 

^^ Perhaps you understand the bacteriology 
of milk?'' suggested the secretary, and che 
ohemioal composition of the different kinds of 
cheeses?" 

" No," replied the candidate, " I have never 
studied that line of agriculture; but I suppose 
I can learn." 

**Ye8," said the secretary, ^^ any bright 
young man with your previous advantages can 
learn, but I can not wait for him to be edu- 
cated. Iwant him to-day. And I have just 
received an inquiry from the University of 
Colorado for a competent teacher in botanical 
biology. Could you fill such a position? " 

'^ I'm afraid not," replied the youug man, 
with a sad smile. 

"I'm sorry," returned Secretary Wilson, 
" Like many other young men who come here 
for positions, you seem to have a good deal of 
learning that you don't need, and lack the 
practical knowledge that would make you 
useful to us. I advise you take a course in 
agricultural chemistry and agricultural econ- 
omy, and then come and see me again." — 
Wallace Farmer, 



Trade Notes. 



Charbofi.— With the arrival of warmer 
weather arises the danger of outbreaks of 
charbon among cattle, horses, mules, ^sheep 
and even goats that graze in pastiures where 
the germs of this disease exist; that is to say, 
in such sections of the country where deaths 
from charbon have occurred in former years. 
The serious epidemic of charbon that occurred 
in Louisiana and adjoining States during the 
summer of 1896 is no doubt still fresh in the 



minds of our readers. It will also be remem- 
bered how the disease was mastered by the 
free use of the Pasteur Vaccine, for though the 
losses were heavy, yet there is no doubt, in 
the li^ht of experience, but that these losses, 
would have been ten times greater if pre- 
ventive vaccination had not been largely prac- 
tised. 

Last year a vast number of planters and 
stock owners vaccinated their animals early in 
the season, and in this way probably pre- 
vented any repetition of the experleDce 
of the previous year. Nevertheless a 
few outbreaks occurred among unvac- 
cinated stock, but they were promptly con- 
trolled by resorting to the Pasteur treatment. 
The wise heads are now beginning to vac- 
cinate, and in this way to protect themselves 
against the probable outbreaks later on; for 
Pasteur long since established the fact that the 
germs of charbon live in the soil for many 
years ready to break into activity at any op- 
portune moment. 

When it is borne in mind that the Pasteur 
vaccine costs but a few cents per head, it will 
be seen that it is cheaper to vaccinate one 
hundred head than it is to lose even a single 
animal. 

We would recommend those of our readers 
who are interested in the subject to communi- 
cate with the Pasteur Vaccine Company, 
whose headquarters in America are l<>cated at 
64 Fifth avenue, Chicago. Preventive vaccina- 
tion has been repeatedly recommended not 
only by the experiment stations and authori- 
ties charged with the care of live stock Inter- 
ests In many States, but also by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture at Washington. The 
value of preventive inoculation for certain 
diseases, particularly charbon, is now well es- 
tablished. As a matter of passing interest it 
may be mentioned that during the last two 
years over 500,000 head of cattle have been 
successfully treated with the Pasteur Vaccine 
for preventing black leg. Black leg is classed 
in the same group of diseases as charbon, but 
is due to a slightly different germ, and Is 
therefore prevented by Its own especial vac- 
cine. 

Machinery for Sale.— Blsewhere in this 
issue we publish the advertisement of the J. H. 
Meeker estate, in which they state that they 
have for sale two batteries of boilers and a 
Doming superheater. They desire to dispose 
of the apparatus, because the capacity of the 
factory Is being materially increased, and it Is 
all in excellent order and did good work last 
season. They have also several pumps for . 
sale, and all our readers who are on the look- 
out for any such equipment at a cheap price 
win do well to address the estate of J. H. 
Meeker, Meeker P. 0., Rapides parish, La. 



Col. W. N. Price, of the Arcadia plantation 
In Lafourche parish, was In the city on a visit 
a few days ago. 

Mr. L. L. Lambert was still to be found at 
his post as manager of the St. Louis planta- 
tion during the recent campaign, and made 
everything work shipshape as Is his custom. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

(Special Ccrrcspondenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: A little rainy spell, 
followed by a decidedly cool wave, have been 
the most prominent features of the weather 
record of the past week. There wasn*t as 
much rain as the planters desired and the crop 
needed, but small favors in this respect are 
thankfully received, with hopes of greater 
ones to follow. There is more cold than we 
care for, and no little apprehension has been 
felt in the past twenty-four hours that the frost 
line might be reached, but the prospect is 
somewhat better as this chronicle closes, and 
Local Observer Park, who is accepted as some- 
thing of an oracle on these matters, tenders 
the comforting assurance that the temperature 
is not likely to descend to a hurtful point at 
this time. The mercury was at 54 deg. last 
evening two hours after sundown, and got 
down to 44 later in the night, touching 48 at 
8 o^clock this (Thursday) morning, and 56 at 
noon. 

The river is twenty-one feet above extreme 
low water mark and rapidly rising. Mr. Park 
predicts a stage of twenty-eight feet from the 
coming freshet. 

No further disturbing reports concerning the 
condition of the sprouting cane have reached 
me, and the prevalent impression is that, with a 
•mall percentage of exceptions, the state and 
prospect of the coming crop is most encourag- 
ing. Mr. Edward Godchaux, with whom I had 
the pleasure of holding a long conversation 
last Saturday, expresses the opinion that the 
cane fields along Bayou Lafourche present a 
more advanced stage of vegetation than those 
on the river. He reported the outlook at Elm 
Hall and throughout that section of Assump- 
tion as exceptionally fine. 

An Important transfer of Ascension sugar 
lands took place this week, Mr. Francis Falcon 
being the vendor and Messrs. Meyer and Fer- 
dinand B. Lemann the vendees. The property 
consisted of a tract or plantation containing 
about 200 arpents situated in Brule Sacra- 
mento, bounded by the Palo Alto, Evan Hall 
and Souvenir plantations, most of which has 
been cultivated for several years by Mr. 
Falcon, who sold his cane to Palo Alto factory. 
The purchase price was $15,846.18 cash, Mr. 
Meyer Lemann acquiring a seven -twelfth share 
and Mr. F. B. Lemann a flve^twelfth interest. 

Young Mr. Hay del, son of the new owner of 
the Gem plantation, is on the place directing 
the cultivation of the incipient crop. 

Mr. Ed. B, Clapp, the well-known young 
engineer, who stands near the top of the lad- 
der as to capacity, has accepted a position as 
traveling representative of an oil company, 
and will try his hand a while at drumming. 
He is a gentleman of excellent address, and 
ought to succeed finely in his new field of 
labor. 

Next Tuesday will be Ascension Branch of the 
Sugar Planters' Association day, and an effort 
will be made to muster a quorum. President 
Henry MeCall has been extremely hugj of 
late, but will no doubt be on liand, in which 



event a quorum is more than likely to be se- 
cured. 

Dr. W. P. Miles, president of the Bumside 
Gun Club, whose shooting sobriquet is 
''Robin Hood,'' has offered a series of three 
medals to be contested for by the members of 
that organization, the contestants being di- 
vided into three classes— A, B and C, for the 
purposes of the competition. The best shots 
are grouped in class A, the next best in class 
B, and the poorest in class C. To those 
familiar with his skill with the gun, it is not 
necessary to remark that the name of this 
scribe ornaments the C class, and the only 
reason it isn't further down the scale is that 
there isn't any lower grade. The match is to 
consist of ten shoots, one each Saturday, for 
ten weelcs, and much interest will no doubt be 
aroused in the event. Ascension. 



Iberville. 



r8p«>oial Correspondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been favorable this week, although at this 
writing it is rather cool. A fine and much 
needed rain fell in the upper part of the parish 
last Thursday morning, and will help the plant 
cane and the com, both of which are coming 
up splendidly. There is still considerable 
complaint about spring plant, and in nearly 
every case the trouble is thought to arise from 
the fact that the seed cane was windrowed too 
early. Labor was scarce last year at the be- 
ginning of the rolling season, owing to quar- 
antine, and quite a number put down their 
seed early fearing a cold snap might catch 
them short of labor, when they would not be 
able to get it in. The fall plant and the stub- 
ble is all that could be desired. 

Sugar house work is starting in early, and 
carpenters and mechanics are in demand. At 
Bebeoca plantation of Messrs. A. Adler A Co., 
the rollers are being turned. The coal for the 
coming season has been received and is being 
hauled in. Such also is the case at the Ever- 
green plantation of Mrs. H. H. Baker close 

by. 

Mr. George W. McFall, formerly of this 
parish, will manage the Myrtle plantation for 
Messrs.Frederick A John Wilbert. Mr. McFall 
is a clever gentleman and a manager of signal 
ability. 

The cane from the Chatham plantation of 
Messrs. Y. & J. A. Berthelot will be rolled at 
the Old Hickory sugar house this year, the 
capacity of which will be considerably in- 
creased. 

The committee representing the interests of 
parish draining into Bayou Plaquemine, called 
on Major Quinn last week and were pleasantly 
received. An opportunity will be given the 
the town of Plaquemine, and that part of the 
planters to intercept the deposit, which causes 
all the trouble. 

Mr. Eugene Jay, of Island P. O., proprietor 
of the Maryland plantation, has turned the 
better part of his place into a stock farm, and 
informs us that he is succeeding very well. 
Mr. Jay had the misfortune to break one of 
his legs a short while sinoe and is in conse- 
quence confined to liis bed, Imt hopes soon to 
be able to get about in a buggy. The cattle I 



business has in a small way been successfully 
carried on in the upper part of the parish, and 
from the Grosse Tete section two car loads of 
cattle were shipped to Texas this week. 

The lands and mills formerly belonging to 
the Plaquemine Lumber and Improvement 
Company, Limited, have been sold to the 
Plaquemine Land and Lumber Company, Lim- 
ited, a new company that promises to have 
the big saw- mill at Indian Village running by 
tee first of June. Among the lands is the In- 
dian Village plantation, which at present Is 
devoted to cotton. Iberville. 



West Baton Rouj^e. 

rspeoial OorreepoDdenoe.1 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather dur- 
ing the past week has been simply wretched, 
cold, damp and disagreeable generally, and 
plantation work has been prosecuted under 
disadvantageous ciroumstances. The warm, 
spring-like weather ttiat had prevailed during 
the greater portion of March gave way last 
Monday to a decided change, the wind veer- 
ing to the northwest and bringing an untimely 
cold spell which still prevails at this writing 
(Thursday morning), when the thermometer 
at 7 :80 o'clock registered 46 deg. Under the 
infiuence of this cold spell vegetation has re- 
mained practically at a standstill, the ground 
being too cold and wet to permit germina- 
tion. 

Information gleaned from planters in differ- 
ent sections of the parish during the past few 
days is not so cheering as that sent you last 
week. Fall plant and stubble remain in good 
condition and very promising; but complaints 
are coming in to the effect that spring plant is 
in some cases turning out badly. Several 
planters state that the seed cane when put in 
the ground was in good condition, but that 
much of it has since rotted, due, probably, to 
the excessive rains that have prevailed since 
the second week in January. 

It may be, however, that favorable conditions 
later on will bring out much of the seed that 
now seems so unpromising. 

Chief Engineer Sammons, of Cinclare, will 
leave for the North in a few weeks in quest of 
more machinery for Mr. Laws^ magnificent 
factory. Another vacuum pan will be added 
to the plant, while the electric cane hoist will 
be so Improved as to permit the loading of the 
cane on the carriers by a mechanical devloe, 
thus doing away with hand labor. Mr. Bi- 
vault, the field manager, informs me that on 
Cinclare proper and the Kirkland places there 
will be 860 acres of cane, all plant and first 
yearns stubble. 

Additional cabins are being constructed on 
Mr. Dave DevalPs Orange Grove plantation, 
where a hot room will be constructed and a 
new vacuum pan put in this spring. 

The condition of the river here, and the 
enormous rise coming out of the Ohio and 
tributaries, is viewed with more or less ap- 
prehension by our people. Our levee line is 
in fairly good condition, but a high -water > 
fight is always an expensive and uncertain af- 
fair, and the prospect of a repetition of last 
spring's fiood is extremely disquieting to 

West Baton Rouoe. 
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Assumption. 

[Special Correapondenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been on the whole favorable for out-door 
work, and the farmers are well ahead with 
their ploughing. The predicted blizzard was 
found to be only a slight cool spell, much to 
the gratification of all. Kain has been needed, 
as the ground was very rough and in poor con- 
dition; then, too, planters wished moisture to 
bring up the corn planted and to enable them 
to finish planting. The ground was very 
cloddy and a good warm slow rain was badly 
needed. To-day at Napoleon ville we received 
a fine rain and it will do worlds of good. We 
trust that it was general over the parish, but it 
seemed to be local. The last planted cane, 
particularly in black land, needs a thorough 
soaking to bring it out of the ground. Some 
few planters are disposed to grumble at their 
lack of stand of plant cane. We do not think 
that this is general, and within the last week 
much has come out that was not very promis- 
ing before. 

Himelaya has closed a contract by which it 
became the purchaser of the Georgia cane for 
the term of five years. The Reading Iron 
Worlcs have obtained a contract for the erec- 
tion of a 6>^-foot roller to enable Himelaya to 
get the best results from the bought cane. 

Mr. Monnot, on Elmfield, will put in addi- 
tional clariflers and will add one or more cen- 
trifugals. 

We hear that Major Bnrbank contemplates 
erecting extensive improvements on his prop- 
erty, including a vacuum pan. 

It is rumored that the crop of Locust Grove 
will probably be sold to the Elm Hall factory, 
or, at any rate, that negotiations with that end 
in view are pending. 

We are glad to chronicle the recovery of 
Colonel Lalande, of Nellie, from a severe 
attack of illness last week, when his illness 
gave much concern to his friends. 

If the presence of machinery drummers in 
fiocks is a sign of returning prosperity, then 
it must he very near at hand, as the woods are 
full of them, and so are the roads, the hotels 
and even the plantation headlands. They all 
appear to l>e busy and complain of no lack of 
contracts. The plantation work in Assump- 
tion is far in advance of that on the river. 
Last week many places were still planting in 
St« James, St. John and St. Charles. Here 
much of the early com forms a perfect stand, 
and on some places has had its first working. 
The stubble is unusually good, in fact the 
term is not strong enough to express its thrifty 
condition and regular stand. The rain of to- 
day will be beneficial to it as well as to the 
corn and plant cane. 

The Lafourche is rising rapidly, and with 
the high stage in the Ohio, and the heavy 
rains in the Missouri and Mississippi valleys, 
we may look out for higher water than we 
desire. The work done on the levees for the 
. past few years has given a certain sense of se- 
curity, and yet this sense of over-confidence is 
in itself an element of danger. We have so 
much at suke l>ehind the levees that we can 
never pay too much attention to their condi- 



tion, but should always be vigilant lest some 
weak spot should develop. 

It is to be hoped thiat in time the Federal 
government will take entire charge of the 
levee system, and the care, worry, taxes and 
anxiety will be lifted from the shoulders of 
the people. The riparian proprietors have a 
large burden to carry, and as we receive the 
waters from so many States, so should the aid 
to protect ourselves against this accumulated 
fiood come from many States. 

The nation should take charge of the nation *s 
river, for the Mississippi is too large in every 
sense of the word to be the charge of one or 
two of the States. Its importance in times of 
war as well as in times of peace should make it 
the charge of the entire country. 

As I write (Monday night) a slow rain is 
falling, and there seems to be fair prospects of 
more to-morrow. 

Messrs. Taylor Beattie and W. E. Howell, of 
Lafourche, are up in attendance on District 
Court. Mr. Howell reports things agricultural 
as fiattering in his parish. He is making ex- 
tensive improvements on Waverly this year, 
including a new mill and an extensive addi- 
tion to his boiling plant. We do not know 
when we have heard of improvements being as 
general as they are at present. But of this 

. More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 



[Special OorreflpoDdence.1 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Agriculturists, ever 
at the mercy of the elements, have much to 
contend with when the meteorological in- 
fiuences are such as to retard field operations, 
particularly in the spring time, as has been 
the case this year. 

Thus far no injury has been done, yet all are 
now anxiously looking for rain to moisten the 
encrusted fields where the character of the 
soil is somewhat tenacious. 

In some instances lands ploughed for com 
can not now be planted until it rains, as the soil 
is not only dry but very cloddy, and the seed 
would not germinate if planted. In some cases, 
fields will have to be replanted owing to the 
ravages of the worms. 

Stubble fields, where the canes have been 
shaved and dug, are sprouting out nicely and 
promise a good stand. Fall plant cane is look- 
ing well, and the early spring plantations are 
thickening from day to day. The early com 
will soon require the first working, but would 
be very much improved by a seasonable 
shower before cultivation. Where canes were 
planted in black lands, and the soil has l>eoome 
compacted, it will be well not to disturb them 
with either plow or hoe until showers 
moisten the soil. Any injury done to the 
delicate roots of the mother canes will prove 
detrimental. 

Where field work is well advanced stubble 
fields are being manured and the middles 
ploughed out to guard against climatic ex- 
tremes. The old plan of leaving the canes 
with only a moulding furrow is fast becoming 
a thing of the past, particularly when the 
drainage is defective. 

The drying of the clammy soils which have 
been ploughed since the heavy rains of the 



past has been of marked benefit, as the land 
will be In fine tilth should seasonable raini 
follow. 

The devastated condition of Cuba is such as 
to preclude the possibility of and rapid devel* 
opment of the sugar industry on the island 
even should independence become an accom- 
plished fact in the near future. Labor will 
be very scarce, and some time will elapse be- 
fore the acreage in cane will equal the area 
under cultivation just prior to the insurrec- 
tion, even if abundant capital seeks invest- 
ment in centrals. Years will probably elapse 
before 1,0(K),000 tons of sugar are again made 
on the island. 

The per capita consumption of sugar in this 
country now exceeds 82 pounds, and probably 
at no very distant date it will equal 100 pounds, 
even before the population exceeds 100.000,000. 
When the delta lands of the State are ade- 
quately drained, and labor-saving machines 
are perfected, etc., the annual output of sugar 
will far exceed present expectations. 

On Saturday, at the court house, there was 
an amicable sale of Forest Grove, formerly 
owned by Messrs. Buford & Bernard, owing 
to the recent death of Mr. Bemard, Mr. C. A. 
Buford becoming the purchaser of one of the 
finest pieces of landed property in the parish. 
Wednesday of last week was generally 
cloudy, with very light local showers ; Thurs- 
day was cloudy and cool in the morning; Fri- 
day, cloudy in the early part of the day, with 
sunshine in the aftemoon, also Saturday and 
Sunday; Monday there were local showers, 
but light in the upper part of the parish ; also 
on Tuesday, with cool northwest vrinds; and 
since 4 o^clock this morning (Wednesday) a 
fine rain has fallen, yet not enough to thor- 
oughly saturate the big clods, but if It clean 
up the rainfall may be ample for present 
needs. 

The official weather report from Schrieveris 
as follows : 

Temperatare. Santhine BafnfalU 

March 21 82.0 66.0 100 

" 22 89.0 66.0 100 

" 28 84.0 64.0 100 

*' 24 88.0 58.0 75 

" 25 72.0 55.0 75 

" 26 85.0 58.0 100 

" 27 86.0 65.0 75 



82.1 61.5 



100 
Tbrrsbokmv. 



Vermilion. 



[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The clianges in the 
weather for the past week have been many and 
sudden, vying with the sudden changes in 
North and Northwest Texas, though not so 
severe. We have had a few days of very oool, 
disagreeable weather of late, and at this writ- 
ing the thermometer registers l>elow 60 deg* 
The continued drizzle of rain that accompa- 
nies this cool weather renders the roads sloppy 
and unsatisfactory to travel over as well as 
unfits the lands for work. However, the change 
has not been severe enough to injure the grow- 
ing crop, and it is to be hoped that it has 
reached its zenith. The cane crop is looking 
I finely, and almost a perfect stand is reported. 
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On all sides In the cane beU large, healthy 
ratoons mark the rows, and the outlook for a full 
orop is very promising. Your correspondent 
drove out three miles south of Abbeville to 
the home of Col. Joel Moody, editor of the 
Republican Idea^ a few days ago, and that affa- 
ble gentleman walked us over his cane crop, 
which is very promising, and explained the 
modus operandi of planting and working a 
cane crop successfully in this parish. Colonel 
Moody is a hustling '^Yankee,^' and gets the 
sugar out of the land if it's to be bad. . There 
are broad acres adjoining Colonel Moody's 
plantation which are planted to cane and look- 
ing very well. The corn crop throughout the 
pi^h Is very promising for the time of year. 
Planting is about finished, and a perfect stand 
la already up. No complaint so far from in- 
sects of any kind. Preparations are being 
made to put in a very much reduced acreage 
of cotton. In every case where cane or rice 
can be substituted for cotton it is being done. 
The rice crop will be very large, but the acre- 
age will not exceed that heretofore reported 
in The Planter. The greatest increase will 
be in the western and southwestern portions 
of the parish, along the Gueydan and Hall and 
Slntz canals. Work is favorably progressing 
on the Hall and Slutz canal, and those gentle- 
men are pushing the preparation of their land 
for planting. In a conversation with Mr. W. 
G. Hall of the company, a few days ago, he 
informed The Planter man that they had al- 
ready about 1000 acres of land ready for seedUig. 
The extension of the Gueydan canal is also being 
poshed to completion, as would appear from 
the records of Vermilion parish, which shows 
that at least $150,000 has been put behind the 
undertaking. 

Mr, L. Forsyth, Jr., of the Caffery refinery, 
was in Vermilion this week looking after the 
interest of his plant. 

Mr. B. R. Garland, of Wright, La., has just 
returned from a trip to his old home in Indiana 
and brought with him a full force of hands for 
his rice plantation. ^' Uncle Dick ^^ is one of 
the veteran rice planters of the State and is not 
in the business for his health. 

Mr. A. K. Murtry, of Marshall, Ind., came in 
a few days ago to look after his large rice in- 
terest in the western i>ortion of the parish. 

Mr. J. T. Gillentlne, of Wright, was attend- 
ing to business in town yesterday. He says 
that they are expecting the extension of the 
Gueydan canal to furnish water for the rice 
orop in his section this year. 

Mr. H. J. Landers, of the firm of Landers & 
Donnelly, of West Vermilion, was shaking 
hands with his many friends in Abbeville a 
few days ago. Mr. Landers is now located at 
Crowley. P. C. M. 

Avoyelles. 

[Special Oorrespondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The ever- busy 
farmers and planters are just now enjoying a 
forced rest, hoping for a season of fair weather 
that the soil may become drier for the better 
performance and advancement of field and 
crop cultivation. The weather has. been very 
ctiangeable of late. On the 27th the mercury 
Tose to 80 deg., dropping to 62 deg. on the 



morning of the 28th, with the wind and clouds 
from the north sending down torrents of cold 
rain during the entire day and night. On the 
morning of the 29th the mercury had dropped 
to 48 deg., with a cold rain fallUig, the wind 
north. 

The farmers are very anxious to get to work, 
stirring the ground around their young corn, 
which is now up, growing and beginning to 
need attention. The stand of com which has 
to date come up is said to be about as perfect 
as it is possible to obtain in this country, 
which is due, no doubt, to the careful selec- 
tion of sound matured seed for planting pur- 
poses. 

Some of the finest com it has been your 
correspondent's good fortune to witness grown 
in this section of the State was from seed im- 
ported expressly for planting from Indiana. 
This com is of a white variety, the grain 
large, plump and hard, of what is known In 
the West and classed by the millers as hominy 
and grits com on account of its peculiar 
whiteness and flinty nature adapting it for a 
special quality of goods. 

So far as I have been able to learn this vari- 
ety of com seemed to have readily taken to 
our soils and climate, producing an average 
yield of grain satisfactory to those who have 
so far planted it. 

Our cane growers are to-day waiting and 
watching for the water to drain off of the 
land that they may muster all hands and start 
teams and plows to stirring and breaking the 
soil, which has been firmed and run together 
by the late heavy rains. Warm and drier 
weather is to be hoped for during the month 
of April, that all planting interests may be 
encouraged and promoted. 

The Planter's scribe has been placed under 
obligations to Mr. Omer Armant, of Cotton^ 
port P. O., for some valued information rela- 
tive to the planting interest in that part of the 
parish. From what Mr. Armant says it seems 
that about all who could do so have planted 
from one to ton acres of cane this spring, with 
the determination to quit cotton growing and 
adopt cane as fast as it may be possible for 
them to grow seed sufficient to that end. 

Mr. Armant seems to think that the majority 
of the farmers who cultivate the rich alluvial 
soils of Bayous Itouge and DesGlazes will be 
planting and growing cane and corn instead of 
cotton inside of the next two years. 

A plot of land containing fifteen acres has 
been laid oU near the depot at Cottonport for 
the new sugar factory which is to be built at 
that point. If I have been rightly informed 
this season Mr. Regard, proprietor of the 
Dora plantation and sugar factory, Cot- 
tonport P. O., has, so I have been told, 
planted a decidedly large acreage to cane this 
season. 

Mr. Coco, owning a fine plantation and 
sugar factory near Cottonport, has planted an 
Increased acreage to cane this year. Thus it is 
seen that the facilities offered by the Avoyelles 
Jtailroad are bringing a large area of the best 
lands in the State into cane farming and pros- 
perity. 

Mr. Percy Irion, Eva P. O., has planted 
thirty acres to cane this spring, and has six 



acres of first year's stubble. He will plant 
com, pease and some cotton. 

Mr. Robt. Irion, of Eola P. O., has planted 
ten acres to cane this season with the ob- 
ject of growing seed to plant an increased 
acreage to cane next year. Surely this is an 
inviting field for capitalists— one in every 
respect more flattering with better induce- 
ments for obtaining rich strikes of gold than 
can be found in far away ice-bound Klondyke. 

From present indications, as I go to mail with 
the rain still falling and the ground full to 
overflowing with water, it will be some time 
before much ploughing or fleld work of any 
sort can with profit be performed. Erin.' 



St. James— Left Bank. 

[Special Coiretpondence.j 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Merely a few light 
showers have broken the dry spell which has 
reigned since last your correspondent wrote. 
However great and plentiful the rainfall has 
l)een during the winter, still the cry for rain 
is heard and its necessity felt throughout the 
country. Since Sunday the atmosphere has 
been very heavy and great clouds have wan- 
dered about as if the arrival of a heavy down- 
pour were but momentarily retarded; still we 
are yet to see it fall. 

The predicted cold wave of last week, which 
was supposed to almost freeze vegetation and 
bury spring away, has been but lightly felt 
here and has happily done no harm whatever. 
As I am writing the wind has already shifted 
north with but little rain, and it looks very 
much as if we were going to enjoy heavy coats 
and blankets for a while yet. 

By the last heavy rains that we have had 
the ground has been injured, inasmuch as the 
sunny days have since so dried it that large 
cracks have been formed, and the soil is other- 
wise hard and rocky, causing the planters to 
feel the want of rain. Field work is very well 
advanced on most plantations considering the 
early season. Scraping seed cane being ter- 
minated, stubble diggers are now doing their 
work, ploughing having been somehow or 
other momentarily suj'pended. 

Most planters are well satisfied with the 
general outlook of their crops. So far each 
row in the field has already attained a most 
pronounced verdant aspect. Changes of dif- 
ferent kinds are continuing to show up in the 
sugar factory line. 

We hear that Mr. Manuel has decided to sell 
his cane crop on his Lillie plantation, and Mr. 
Lapice, of Lauderdale plantation, has pur- 
chased the vacuum pan on the South wood 
plantation and will also fix up his sugar house, 
modernizing it somewhat. 

We hear that according to some se- called 
wise engineers it is believed that the river will 
rise to a very high stage this year, as high as 
it did last year. Active preparations are being 
done to combat the water again this year. 

Messrs. Pierre Chauvin and Jules Jacob, Jr., 
were on a business trip to South wood planta- 
tion, in Ascension parish, this week. 

CONVBNT, 

Capt. Oeo. E. Mann, of the lower coast, 
came up to the city on Sunday, and registered 
at the Grunewald. 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. [Vol. XX No. W. 



KOREION LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

BSBLIM, March 12, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The unpleasant, 
and, in the face of the approaching spring, 
unseasonable weather, as repeatedly described 
In these lines, has in this vicinity kept on up 
to Tuesday, and elsewhere a few days longer, 
but now we have dry and sunny, but very cool 
weather, and although there is no radical 
change in the direction of the spring to rejoice 
over, the meteorological conditions have 
achieved a large step in advance which will be 
gladly hailed by the agricultural population, 
Inasmuch as the moisture in the soil is no 
longer added to. But whether there will be 
an early drying up, and whether field work 
can be undertaken in a short time, depends on 
how long the present dry weather continues. 
Besides, it should grow soon a little warmer. 
The nights are very cold Indeed, and every 
morning white frosts are visible all around. 
These night frosts are preventing the evapora- 
tion of the field moisture, which generally 
thaws in the warm, shining sun, which change, 
by the way, is anything but useful for the 
winter cereals, whose growth, so far, is on the 
whole quite satisfactory. Outside of Oermany 
the weather appears to have been a little more 
backward, more particularly so in France, 
where in the beet districts heavy masses of 
snow have fallen, so that communications were 
interrupted and field work suspended. In 
Russia, also, very severe weather has prevailed, 
whilst In the other countries, at the end of the 
week, about the same change as in this country 
has taken place, but everywhere the advance 
which for some time seemed possible as com- 
pared with other years is lost. Under the head 
of crops, may be classed, the news just arrived 
that in Southern East India the cane crop 
is reported to be attacked by a sickness and 
that the government's expert advises to destroy 
the whole crop and suspend cane growing for 
one year. It will be Interesting to learn par- 
ticulars of this case, for the present the intelli- 
gence is hard to appreciate in Its full bearing. 
It must be remarked, however, that on the 
faith of it prices of low brown sugars in Lon- 
don have sensibly stiffened. 

The prospects and opinions as to the impor- 
tance of next beet growing have not changed 
in any notable way, and it is therefore prob- 
able beet culture about the same as last year 

win occur. 

On the scenes of the bounty war nothing of 
particular interest has happened. Some more 
or less official utterances in France continue to 
lay stress on the maintenance of the indirect 
bounty, whilst the new direct subsidy shall be 
graciously renounced on when other countries 
which have no bounty at all will give up theirs. 
Besides, quite apart from thi«i attitude of 
France, the fabricants of the two large em- 
pires—Germany and Austria, are now any way 
less eager in their efforts to put an end to the 
bounty system. The sugar industry is almost 
everywhere protected either by duties or 
by bounties, and if the above named countries 
would give up their present protection they 



would stand disarmed against many competitors 
on the markets of the world. Admitted the pos- 
sibility that a convention would be brought 
about amongst the bounty paying beet sugar 
countries, could not one fine morning some 
other nation start a sugar industry with help of 
fiscal subsidies, as, for instance, just has been 
done in Argentina, whose production has in- 
creased in a measure that It must export, and this 
with the help of a bounty. Then look at Russia, 
who nominally pays no bounty, but whose pro- 
duction and consumption, by legal measures, is 
regulated in a manner to insure high prices 
to the manufacturer, and Russia hardly would 
participate in a conference, and, even if it 
would, she certainly would not be willing to 
leave her sugar industry without fiscal protec- 
tion, and in all probability she would declare 
the granting of certain advantages to the 
sugar makers as an affair of the Interior which 
nobody has a business to meddle with. And 
this situation, with regard to Russia, is even 
accepted by the United States government, 
who do not think fit to put a countervailing 
duty on Russian sugar, in spite of a condition 
of things which not only enables the Russian 
fabricant to export cheaply, but compels him 
to do so. And now imagine that Germany, or 
any other country, abolishes the bounties, how 
are they to compete In such a case? In this 
light now bounty matters are viewed in Ger- 
many, and I dare say even more so in Austria, 
so that the well-wishers of the conference are 
very few and far between. 

With reference to Russia,' it may be mention- 
ed that the government has Issued a decree re- 
stricting the admission of saccharine Into the 
empire. It shall not be used any more as a 
means'of mixing It with any substances des- 
tined for common consumption, and shall be 
Imported only and used for medical purposes; 
and, in order to prevent any abuses, the stuff 
is to be classed among the '^strongly acting 
matters,'' and its import made dependent on a 
special permit. In some other countries, for in- 
stance in Germany and Austria, the use of 
saccharine appears to be fi:reatly on the 
increase, and it -is time that — at least 
for the sake of equity— the stuff should 
be taxed in correct proportion to sugar. 
It has been found that in Germany at present 
thirteen brands are in the trade, of which three 
are 550 times sweeter than sugar, one is 450 
times, two 3c0 times, three 200 times, etc., 
sweeter than sugar. Preference is given to 
saccharine In some industries, because of its 
preservative qualities and for that reason it is 
extensively used in breweries, whose object it 
is to produce a sweet beverage ; but it is also 
sold In small tablets for sweetening the coffee. 
One dealer in this city advertises such tablets 
together with a sugar tongs in one package. 
By the way, it is no easy matter to fight the 
saccharine, for it: can be produced in small 
quantities In any laboratory and then sold In 
an underhand way. 

The Importation into England does not show 
In February such large figures as In the pre- 
ceding month, but nevertheless the landings 
^lave been larger than in February, 1897. A 
particular feature of the February Importations 
is the small percentage of cane sugar comprised 



in them. It hardly needs mentioning that the 
keen competition of American refiners, who, 
on account of the countervailing duty on beet 
sugar, go on as long as possible with bujring 
cane sugars in all colonies, is the cause of this 
deviation of colonial produce from the English 
markets. For January and February, the total 
importation of Great Britain amounted in raw 
value to 224,847 tons, as against 172,935 tons in 
1897. 

The markets were in the first half of this 
week quiet and prices could be barely main- 
tained. Later on a change for the worse took 
place and In the absence of any activity the 
prices receded all around. The cause of this 
unfavorable turn consisted In great part in 
bad news from America, where imports and 
stocks are reported to be again on the increase 
and where prices had dropped In a marked 
degree. The machinations of English specu- 
lators are also said to be at the bottom of the 
retrograde movement. These gentlemen lay 
cheap offerings of later deliveries on the 
market in order to get their actual sugar at a 
low price. But in this they would not be suc- 
cessful If the manufacturers refused to sell on 
terms, or rather would buy themselves the 
parcels offered for later delivery. Any way 
the market closes dull and lower, and 88 per 
cent, actual sugar is quoted at last at 10-10.20 
marks and delivery for March at Hamburg is 
worth 9.15 marks. Refined has been quiet 
throughout the week and prices partly lower 
and nominal. R. Hennio. 



The Sus^ar Season in Australia. 

It can not be said that the past year has been 
a successful one for the sugar planter. And 
yet the industry has not sustained the material 
diminution which every one expected. The 
dry season which prevailed during the early 
part of last year, and the latter part of 1896, Is 
entirely responsible for the falling off in the 
present season^s crop. Although all the re- 
turns have not yet been made public, those 
which are yet to come will not make a mater- 
ial alteration in figures. Up to date the out- 
put for 1897-98 comes up to 91,300 tons, which 
is 9474 tons short of the 1896-97 returns, but is 
still 5479 tons over the figures set down for 
1895-96. The present season's crop must, 
therefore, be considered as fairly satisfactory. 
The impetus given to the Industry by the in- 
troduction of the sugar works guarantee act, 
at a time when planters had begun to despond 
over their prospects, Is worthy of attention. 
Without that act It is estimated that the crop 
would have fallen short by some 15,000 acres 
of the previous year. The estimated area 
under crop Is 90,000 acres, so that the returns 
are, roughly speaking, only one ton of sugar 
per acre. This average applies to the whole of 
the colony, but some districts approached 
closely on two tons to the acre, while others 
went down to a very low average. Looking at 
the whole question it is evident the industry is 
bound to travel northward. — The TropicuHur" 
ist^ January 20, 1898. 



Mr. D. J. Kerr, manager of the Swenson 
estate, on Bayou Sale, was a guest of the St. 
Charles Hotel on Sunday. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Chino, California. 

The weather for the past week has been 
most disconragiDg to beet farmers as well as 
to all others. The rain so badly needed has 
not come, but instead we have had a series of 
drying winds which have not only still farther 
dried out the soil, but damaged some fields by 
drifting sand. 

In an interview yesterday with Mr. Kuopp, 
agricultural superintendent of the factory, he 
told us that there were planted up to last 
Saturday on the Chiuo ranch 750 acres; at 
Anaheim 1370 acres, and at Florence 1090— a 
total of 3210 acres tributary to this factory. 
Last year at this date there were 2686 acres 
planted, including Hueneme, which was then 
tributary to this factory. The planting is 
therefore much further advanced than it was 
one year ago. But twenty acres have yet been 
replanted. 

Thinning is just ready to commence. At 
Anaheim there are 155 acres ready to thio, at 
Florence 75, and on the Chino ranch on^or 
two fields. There have been ploughed for 
beets to data at Chino 4200 acres, at Anaheim 
2700, and Florence 2000 acres. 

Mr. Ruopp says that unless we have an inch 
or more of rain he expects no crop from Ana- 
heim. Florence is in a better condition to 
withstand drought. 

He takes a more encouraging view of the 
conditions of Chino. He says that this ranch 
Is better suited to withstand drought than any 
ef the beet-growing sections. If we shall yet 
get some spring showers there will be but a 
small acreage under contract not planted; 
though, of course, the yield must be expected 
to be light on some of the land. He advises 
the farmers to continue working the soil and 
keep it thoroughly pulverized, so that It will 
retain all the moisture there is and absorb 
what may yet fall. — Champion^ March 26. 

Watsonville, California. 

The weather continues cold and dry. 

Rain would be acceptable in this valley, but 
is4iot as badly needBd as elsewhere. 

About 200 acres are being sowed to beets at 
Aromas. The land is moist and promises a big 
crop. 

About 1500 acres have so far been sowed to 
beets, and sowing is getting into full swing. 
Many farmers are planting earlier than usual 
this year, while others will wait until May. — 
Pajaronian, March 24. 



Los Aiamitos, California. 

There will be few beets sown this year, and 
very little working of the sugar factory at Ala- 
mitos, unless there are two or three inches of 
rain during the remainder of this month. J. 
Ross Clark, the head of the Alamitos beet 
sugar factory, says that while he does not 
take a pessimistic view and thinks there is 
plenty of time for rain, yet he thinlcs that 
unless it does come this month, to the extent 
of two inches, there will be little or no crop. 
'' The trouble has been that planters have not 
provide any method of irrigating the crops, or 



rather the land." Mr. Clark is quoted as say- 
ing in a Los Angeles paper : *' All that would 
be necessary to insure a crop, even in a dry 
year, would be to give the land one good 
soaking l)efore seeding. In all of the beet re- 
gions the entire dependence of the farmers has 
been put in nature, and she is feminine enough 
to be exceedingly disappointing occasionally. 
It is probable that the lesson of this year will 
be of great resultant good, for in most of the 
beet country artesian water is readily had, and 
the farmers before next season will be likely to 
have a source of supply.'* — Champion. 

Eddy, New Mexico. 

The sugar company commenced planting 
beets on the Hobble tract west of town, this 
week. This is the initial planting of the 
season, but others will quickly follow. All 
the seed has been received, about 88,000 
pounds. The greatest portion of it, about 
5700 pounds, Is the original Klein Wanzlebener. 
This seed was used here ^ast season, and gave 
good satisfaction, and is considered the stand- 
ard in all the beet districts of the United 
States. The remaining 11,000 pounds Is a 
French seed— Carller. This variety was also 
planted here last season, good success result- 
ing. Farmers are requested to call for their 
seed, and Manager Goetz announces that all 
those who so desire can test the seed before 
planting. Every effort has been made to se- 
cure a first- class article; It has been done, and 
now It is desired that the farmer be convinced 
that they are planting nothing but a fresh and 
strong seed. About 1100 acres have been con- 
tracted for in the lower valley. Manager 
Goetz Is visiting the upper portion this week 
for the purpose of having farmers sign con- 
tracts. J. F. Rarey will look after the plant- 
ing for the company, being employed as farm 
superintendent. — Pecos Valley Argus^ March 
25. 



Sugar Beets in flontana. 

A reader of this paper who lives now in 
Iowa, but who is going to remove to Montana, 
writes us inquiring as to the status of the sugar 
beet problem in Montana. At the Montana 
Experiment Station they have been studying 
the adaptability of Montana soils to the growth 
of the sugar beet. Recently Prof. J. B. Trap- 
hagen, of the station, told what progress had 
been made, and the result of the Inquiries and 
Investigations. The Information he gives will, 
no doubt, give our correspondent the facts he 
desires. 

The expenment station has distributed seeds 
of the sugar beet found best adapted to our soil 
find climate, says Professor Traphagen, during 
the past two seasons, to all farmers who would 
plant the seeds, and report results to us, to- 
gether with samples at the end of the season. 
The Klelnwanzleben Is the variety we have 
selected. 

The results so far as richness in sugar Is 
concerned are highly satisfactory. The juice 
Is free from other solids in solution besides the 
sugar. The last factor Is called the purity co- 
efficient, and Is obtained by dividing the per- 
centage of sugar In the juice by the percentage 



of the total solids present. It should be above 
80 per cent., and In almost every instance it 
has been so In the samples submitted. 

The beet sugar refineries, as a rule, require 
that beets offered them for sale shall contain 
at least 12 per cent, of sugar, and shall have a 
coefficient of purity of at least SO per cent. 

Taking all samples of last year into consid- 
eration, the percentage of sugar averaged over 
16 per cent., with a purity of above 80. 

As a matter of fact the beets from only one 
section fell below 14 per cent. Park, Flat- 
head and Gallatin counties, excluding the beets 
grown on the experiment station farm, each 
gave averages of more than 14 per cent. 

This Is the more remarkable when It is re- 
membered that these beets were grown almost 
without a single exception by farmers who had 
not had any previous experience In sugar beet 
culture. It Is an Invariable rule that large 
beets contain proportionately much less sugar 
than beets of medium size grown under the 
same circumstances, and these lots contained 
many large beets. 

Montana is known to yield excellent returns 
from the cultivation of almost any of the roots, 
and there is no reason why large yields of good 
beets should not be had. 

It Is for the farmer to say whether he is wlIN 
Ing to enter Into the production provided a 
market can be furnished the product. The 
yield per acre should average a return of $60 
per acre at the usual price of $4 per ton. 

The farmer must determine for himself 
whether he can make a profit from the raii^iDg 
of sugar beets, but In considering the question 
must not lose sight of the fact that the many 
acres lying idle each year In fallow could be 
made to furnish their share of profit with as 
great benefit to the land as would be obtained 
by letting it lie Idle. 

Xearly one-half of the land in Gallatin 
valley lies uncultivated each year, alternate 
halves of the farm being planted. Experience 
on the Experiment Station shows what may be 
done by careful attention to the cultivation of 
the beet. While the average for the Gallatin 
valley was a sugar content of a little over 14 
per cent., that of the Experiment Station was 
over 17 per cent. 

These experiments have demonstrated be- 
yond question the fact that sugar beets unusu- 
ally rich in sugar can be grown in the State, 
that the manufacturing season mav begin 
early In September, and that a pure juice may 
be confidently expected. That sugar beets can 
be successfully grown In Montana Is beyond 
question. It now remains for capital to solve 
the financial problem involved in the manu- 
facture of sugar from the raw \yeet,— Montana 
Stockman. 



Hon. W. E. Howell and Mrs. Howell, of La- 
fourche parish, were at the St. Charles during 
the past week, as were also Messrs. W. I. Bar- 
ton and E. H. Barton,of Ascension parish. 

Mr. E. A. Sammons, the skilful engineer 
who had charge of the erection and operation 
of the splendid Cinclare factory of Mr. H. L. 
Laws In West Baton Rouge parish, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago and registered 
at the St. Charles Hotel. 
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Demerara Aj^riculture in i829. 

[Written about 1829 bv William HiLLHtiura for an 
unpublistied handbook of tbe Colony of British 
Golan a.] 

The first attempts at cultivation were made 
by the original Dutch settlers In the vicinity 
of the falls of the three rivers, Essequebo, 
Massaroony and Cuyunl. Here may still be 
found, surrounded and Intermingled with the 
trees of the growth of more than half a cen- 
tury, small groups of cacao and coffee, with 
detached heaps of broken bricks, the mould- 
ering ruins of cisterns, and wrecks of the in- 
dustry of a former generation. On traversing 
the sites of these long abandoned abodes of 
our colonial forefathers one can not help being 
struck with the idea that their lives must have 
been one uninterrupted scene of ease and en- 
joyment. The most salubrious atmosphere, 
no mosquitoes, no fevers or agues — detached 
fertile spots in the valleys, where as much 
cacao, coffee, cotton or arnotto was grown as 
from 200 plantations could freight one Dutch 
merchantman. The jubilee of her arrival, 
with the Salempores, Osnaburgs, Schiedam 
and Karse, bespoke a year ago, and the nightly 
calculations of profit on her departure with 
the whole crop of a plantation, five bags of 
coffee or cacao or a bale of cotton. Those were 
happy times. In the whole colony security 
could not be found for a mortgage of £30,000. 
There was no credit and consequently no debt, 
and the patriarchal burgomaster of Cartabo 
smoked his smuggled varinas, drank his con- 
signed Schiedam, eat his fish, fiesh and fowl, 
and wore his gorgeous suit of salempores and 
osnaburgs without a thought of going home, 
or a care for the dun of a mortgagee. 

Had you told the old fixture of Cartabo that 
one day there would be 70,000 negroes in the 
colony and a million of money invested for 
every hundred then; that two mutations 
were to remove his grandchildren from 
these beautiful hills and clear streams of 
the upper rivers to the muddy and fiat sea- 
shores; that his dandy little six-gun bat- 
tery on Kyk-Over-All would be allowed to 
moulder into ruin, and that the trans- 
parent anchorage, where barnacle and ship- 
worm dare not exist, was to be changed for 
that stinking Paradise, the mud fiats of Dem- 
erara, he would have smothered you with a 
wrathful expiration of his mundungus and 
k« Soth for dommed you for a Liggen blexcum.'* 
But, needs must where the devil of wealth 
drives. 

Notwithstanding the epicurean indolence of 
the old planter, he made money, and being 
of simple habits and unacquainted with luxu- 
ries, he knew not how to spend it. In an evil 
day he began to think that by a little more ex- 
ertion he might remove th^ scene of his enjoy- 
ments to Europe and then came ambition, 
speculation, negroes from Africa, desertion of 
the delicious hill and vale of the Interior and 
occupation of the muddy shores of the seas, 
mosquitoes, fevers, steam engines, rum stills, 
mortgages, luxuries, protested bills, retained 
doctors, lawyers and colonial coffin makers. 
The Burgomaster of Cartabo has sunk under 
this accumulation of cane and misery and 
John Bull with his capital and Saunders with 



his perseverance and frugality, more aocua- 
tomed to the buffs and rebuffs of commercial 
speculation, have stepped into his shoes and 
into a life of incessant labor and activity, in 
dread of every wind that blows and every tide 
that rises, but in the constant hope of at last, 
by hook or by . crook, making a fortune and 
going home. 

The first consequence of this change has 
t>een the introduction of a regular system of 
agriculture, for up in the hills nature did 
everything, draining was spontaneous, it was 
only necessary to clear and to plant; to renew 
below it was in the first instance necessary to 
make the soil, which was* afterward to be 
planted. 

The Dutchman who had first settled the 
hills was still more at home even in the 
swamps, and he consoled himself for the loss 
of the comforts of the Interior by making the 
coast a second Holland. From her therefore 
he took his cue. And dams, canals, ilnices 
and emploders were reclaimed from the sea, a 
portion of alluvion, onequaled in fertility and 
richer in its product, than the finest gold ore 
from the mine. 

Few monuments of human industry are more 
astonishing than Demerara as It now stands, 
where by system and perseverance, in spite 
of miasma, the plague of pestilence, the sun 
and the wave, a population of 100,000 people 
reside beneath the sea and the level of that sea 
covered with fieets of merchantmen laden with 
their produce in a proportion absolutely un- 
equaled by any other portion of the known 
world. 

A planter purchases a grant of 600 acres of 
land extending about half a mile in from the 
sea coast and about a mile and three-quarters 
toward the interior, between parallel lines. His 
first care is to throw up a strong dam In front to 
keep out the sea. His next step is to enclose a 
space of about 100 acres with an interior trench 
and exterior bank or dam, formed from the 
earth of the excavation. He next er^ts a 
brick sluice, or wooden koker, to drain off the 
water from this enclosed space, which is called 
an empolder. 

The empolder is now cleared of trees and a 
canal is dug from the front to the back In the 
middle of the estate, which is the leading canal 
of navigation. From this canal proceed 
trenches to tbe right and left at about 150 paces 
distance, which extend to within about fifty 
paces of the side boundary. These navigable 
trenches divide the estate into ten-acre fields. 

Drains are now cut from near the centre 
canal to the diuinlng trench on each side of 
the estate, the distance between each drain 
being about thirty-six feet, which is called a 
bed. The navigation and drainage are now 
completed— the former being down the centre 
of the estate and the latter roimd and down 
the sides of It, and communicating with a 
valve door, which lets off all superfiuous water 
from wUhin and admits none from without. 

The heavy trunks of the trees are split up 
into firewood, and the brushwood is burnt on the 
land. Plantains are now put in at distances 
of from twelve to sixteen feet in good land. 
Sixteen feet is the best distance, as the suckers 
around the parent stool or root rapidly spread 



and reduce the distance in two or three yean 
to less than half. After land has been in plan- 
tains ten or twelve years it is eligible for 
canes, which, if planted before this preparatory 
step, are so rank and watery that the sugar is 
dark and of very bad qoality. 

When plantains are a year old they afford 
sufficient shade to plant coffee or cacao in the 
intervals, the former in rows 8 feet distance, 
the latter 16. In ground that is well drained 
and sufficiently elevated the least breadth for 
a bed is 4d feet, but in low spots — and all es- 
tates abound in these— it is frequently neces- 
sary to reduce them to 80 feet, with a trendi 
of about 2 feet wide and as many deep, the 
ground out of which, heing leveled over the 
6entre of the bed, raises it and accelerates the 
drainage. Bad work hi this state is easily de- 
tected, when the earth remains heaped at the 
side of the drain instead of being leveled over 
the centre of the bed, and occurs in every in- 
stance where the white overseer is not present 
on the spot to prevent it. 

Small drains which separate tbe beds are 
sufficiently deep at two feet below the general 
levef of the surface, but five feet is always re- 
quired for the main or side-line drains, what- 
ever their breadth, in order to insure a cur- 
rent from the small drains into them. A 
sluice or koker to drain 600 acres of land 
fehould be 8 feet by 6 In the aperture if of wood, 
but if a cylinder of cast iron, 4 feet in diameter 
will be sufficient. The bottom of a wooden 
koker should be within a foot of low water 
mark, or it will speedily be undermined by 
the crabs. The top of an iron cylinder should 
be level with the bottoms of the small drains* 

In February It is prudent to stop the valve 
doors of kokers and sluices and to preserve 8 
or 9 Inches of fresh water In the small drains, 
the ensuing month of March being generally 
very dry and causing every kind of cultivation 
to suffer much. In August It will be prudent 
to preserve even more water within to meet 
the long dry season. 

A side drain for 500 acres should be fifteen 
feet broad at the koker and may decrease to 
six feet at the back dam, but if the cultivation 
Is to be rapidly extended It should not be re- 
duced to less than twelve feet breadth through* 
out. 

Supposing an equal remunerating value In 
the different articles of colonial produoe, the 
first 600 roods from the sea should be planted in 
cotton, the second 500 in canes and the last 600 
in coffee and plantains. 

The first 600 being of most recent f ormatioD 
is too much impregnated with marine salt to 
give good sugar till after many years of culti- 
vation and drainage, and the last 600 roods, 
verging upon the pegas lands has a vegetable 
surface highly favorable for the growth 
of plantains, coffee or cacao, but not of canes 
Plantains are not injured by the salt of front 
lands, but they are too much exposed to the sea 
breeze, which throws them down before ripe, 
and renders it desirable to have them behind 
the other cultivation and as much sheltered as 
possible. 

Coffee sows itself under the bearing trees in 
great profusion, the strongest plants at three 
or four months old are removed into the nur* 
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aery, where they remain at a foot apart till 
fifteen or eighteen months old, and they are 
then planted under the shade of the plantains 
in any sized bed at eight or nine feet distance. 
When three years old they are topped to about 
five feet in height, at which they are kept for 
the convenience of picking. They bear in the 
fourth year and are in full crop in the sixth. 
In well grained and rich land they last thirty 
years. The bean of the young trees is the 
largest and coarsest; that of old trees is small, 
with a great proportion of what is called bar- 
ley coffee and is of superior quality. In the 
pegas land of the canals the coffee tree grows 
to twice the size it does on the coast, and its 
produce is much more abundant, but the bean 
Is larger and the quality not so fine. 

Sugar, now the only hope of the planter, 
has swallowed up all the other cultivations 
and cotton, coffee, cacao with every minor 
production have disappeared before it. 

A field to be prepared for sugar must be first 
carefully leveled, spaces are then marked off 
of 8 and 3>^ feet alternatively from the first 
space, a shovelful of ground is dug and piled 
up one on the second so as to make a bank 
and shallow trench across the bed; this process 
Is called cane *Joling. 

The space between each bank is now dug up 
for 6 or 8 Inches, loosened and broken small 
by the shovel or hoe; this is called shovel or 
hoe ploughing. 

The ground is now left for a few weeks to 
pulverize by the action of the sun and rain. 

A negro is supposed to dig 12 feet square of 
a draining trench 6 feet deep in a day, 264 
feet of a small drain, and to cane -hole 160 
yards, each of which he is to perform with 
ease under common circumstances between the 
hours of 6 o'clock and 8. 

Six negroes will weed an acre of coffee and 
plantains in a day where the ground is well 
covered with grass. 

Four or five negroes are required to an acre 
of canes, being six weeks after the spring the 
first weeding. The second weeding at three 
to four months required about five or six. 

The tlireshing or pulling off of the decayed 
and quailing leaves of the cane at seven months 
old is the last work on them before they are 
oat, and requires about five negroes to the 
acre. 

The plant cane is ripe In thirteen to fourteen 
months from the time of being planted ; it is 
then al>out nine feet long In average soils. 
From the top of it a piece is cut off, about 
fifteen inches long, in which there is little 
sugar. This is again planted in two rows in 
the cane hole at about a foot apart, and at an 
angle of 30 deg., one -third of the top being In 
the ground. The tops should be planted so 
thick that the upper extremity of the one 
shall^ nearly overhang the buried end of the 
preceding one. In very rich soils and a rainy 
season they may be planted much wider, and 
if the ground is very moist and the showers 
constant, they may be laid fiat on the ground, 
the lower end trodden in with the foot, when 
every joint will throw out a shoot above and a 
root below. 

Very great care is required in the firet weed- 
ing of the young canes, as their shoots arc not 



easily distinguished from the grass that sur- 
rounds them, and without constant watching 
the negroes will chop them off both together. 
In cutting the cane the negro first strips off all 
the leaves. He then cuts off the top for a 
plant, and then the rest of the cane into 
lengtlis of about three feet, which are carried 
to the mill by punts. An acre of canes, pro- 
ducing two hogsheads of sugar, requires to cut 

and carry to the punt "[left open in MS.] 

able negroes men and ^punts will carry 

to the mill for four hogsheads. Creoles 

of from 10 to 16 years will unload the punts 
and carry their canes to the feeding board. 
Two men will feed an engine of ten horse- 
power for four hogsheads per diem. 

boiler men with one set of coppers 

will make four hogsheads of sugar in about 
fifteen hours. If two sets of coppers are em- 
ploved to make this quantity, there is a most 
serious loss both of fuel and labor, which 
makes it absolutely necessary to boil fifteen 
hours with one set rather than any shorter 
time with two. 

A box of liquor of 600 gallons will require 
fully twenty-four ounces of lime to temper in 
a cold state, on an average, though it frequent- 
ly happens that one-half that quantity will be 
sufficient, and that as often double is required, 
according to the nature of the season and the 
age and quality of the cane. 

The lime acts by neutralizing the acids exist- 
ing in the cane juice and rendering the muci- 
lage insoluble, which rises to the surface m the 
boiling process and is skimmed off. In this 
stage the acetate of lime is still held in solu- 
tion by the cane liquor, and as by the ordinary 
process no separation afterward takes place it 
destroys the color and makes the manufacture 
on the wall very imperfect. The addition of 
alum in small proportions at this stage would 
perhaps be an improvement. The sulphuric 
acid would unite with the lime and the acetous 
with the alumine basis — making one insoluble 
compound with the other a harmless neutral. 
The .cane juice of Demerara contains on an 
average of about one pound of sugar to seven 
quarts of liquid. With good works it is re- 
duced to sugar in quantities or strikes of sev- 
enty-five gallons each In forty or fifty minutes 
in open coppers, the fuel employed l>eing the 
dried cane after it has passed through the mill. 

The cane mill of three horizontal iron cylin- 
ders 4 or 6 feet long, and about 2 feet in dia- 
meter, one over the other two, does not press 
the liquor so perfectly out of the cane but 
that a small portion of the saccharine prin- 
ciple still remains in the crushed cane. When 
this is carried to the shed for drying it there- 
fore ferments and the heat produced has the 
same effect in drying the cane as has the heat 
of a haystack in Europe. The expressed cane 
is called megas and is preserved in large loges, 
or sheds, being the only fuel used in the sugar 
boiling process. 

Though it is absolutely necessary that the 
main bulk of the megas should ferment and dry 
in the shed or loge, it is found by experience that 
when taken from the mill and dried in the sun a 
great change takes place, for the spirituous 
ferinenfatlou destroys a great deal of the in- 
fiamniable principle and it requires much less 



mtgas when dried in the sun to make a hogs- 
head of sugar than if taken from the loge 
where it has heated ; a saving of nearly 26 per 
cent, is thus effected of fuel. But this can only 
be done in dry weather, say four or five montiis 
in the year, sufficient time, however, to enable 
a careful manager to keep his stock of fuel 
ahead of his consumption. 

The sugar, when of a proper consistency in 
the last copper, is struck or ladled out into 
coolers, helng broad shallow trougtis of about 
six feet square. 

Four or five of these coolers, containing four 
or five of these strikes, will give four hogsheads 
of sugar. In this stage of the process there 
appears to be considerable room for improve- 
ment. In the first place, when the teach or 
last copper is emptied of its contents a small 
quantity is left behind to prevent the burning 
of the teach ; in the interval of charging up the 
copper, now however short this interval, the 
portion of sugar left is twice l>oiled, oxided 
and discolored, and communicates its bad qval- 
itles to the next strike or l>oiling. In the next 
place, by tlirowing a hot layer of sugar over 
the cold one already in the cooler crystalliza- 
tion is disturbed, and the coloring matter of 
the molasses of the second strike mingles with 
the crystal of the first and must have a very 
deleterious effect— the mixing up of all the 
strikes together in the cooler only tends to make 
bad worse, and the obvious alternative is to cure 
or drain every strike of sugar separately, for 
every hogshead of sugar in the market shows a 
difference between the tops and the l>ottoms of 
nearly 60 per cent, in quality. 

There is in Demerara sugar a foreign com- 
pound which is hardly to be got rid of, but 
which keeps it far l>ehind the sugar of the 
West India islands— the muriate of soda, or the 
marine salt. This is imbibed by the cane from 
the soil, which is strongly impregnated with it 
and communicates an evident saltiness to the 
sugar, especially from the first crops of canes, 
causing it to deliquesce in the passage home, 
and. though it is evident that the refiners have 
found out the means of getting rid of it the 
planters as yet have not. It reduces the value 
of our sugars in the retail market fully 16 per 
cent. 

The skimmibg of the impurities of the cane 
juice whilst boiling, being mixed with a por- 
tion of the molasses and water, is put in vats of 
about 600 gallons each, and when the spiritu- 
ous fermentation is at Its height it is tlirown 
into the still; this is called a setting, and the 
quantity of molasses added to the skimmings 
must always be in proportion to the richness 
of the cane juice. If the canes are plants the 
liquor will be weak, say two gallons of juice 

to the pound; the setting will then be 

(left open in MS.) skimmings; molasses; 

water. But if the cane be ratoons (after 

the second year's growth), the quantity of 
sweets will be reduced in proportion. No two 
estates or two fields on the same estate give 
the same returns from the same proportions 
on account of the same perpetual variations 
in the quality of the canes and the consisten<7^ 
of the cane juice; the following will be found 
to be good common settings, some better, 
none worse. 
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When sugar is potted, that Is, put Into the 
hogsheads, in which it is to find the market, 
it is allowed two or three weeks to drain off 
the molassefk, after which It is called cnred. 

The expenses of the sagar cuItiTation are as 
follows : 

An estate of 300 negroes, valued at 

£65,000, interest at 6 per cent, is .. £3,900 

Salary of manager 300 

Doctor 150 

Three overseers 160 

Fish „ 290 

Clothing 300 

Repairs, supplies and loss of negroes, 

etc 1,500 



£6,590 



500 casks of sugar at 60s. per cwt. 

(15 cwt.) 9,475 

400 puncheons of rum at £12 per gin ... 2,000 



£11,475 

•But supposing the sugar to be at only 50 
shillings, the net proceeds will be only £7625. 
If 40 shillings, only £3325. which will not pay 
the interest. 

Nothing can be more absurd than the levy- 
ing an equal duty of 27 shillings upon sugars 
so different in value, as from 140 to 60 shillings 
the cwt. It can only tend to destroy the trade 
of the refiner, because it would be much better 
for the planter to ship home no 40-shilllng at 
all, or to clay It, if he lost half in the process, 
or to distill it rather than to ship it at a loss to 
himself. 

On all plantations the first sugars must be of 
an Inferior quality, and even afterward a por- 
tion of every year's crop being from plant 
canes Inust also be dark. There are many 
processes by which the quality of the sugar 
may he enhanced at the sacrifice of quantity, 
but the planter will never embrace these alter- 
natives, as long as the low-colored sugars will 
bring a remunerating price. But when that is 
no longer the case he must in his own defence 
decrease the quantity of his shipments and 
make in lieu a superior quality, by which the 
shipping interest is materially injured and the 
refining trade totally destroyed, for there will 
be no longer any . muscovados in the market 
and the use of loaf sugar will be superseded 
by that of very fair raw sugar and* clays. 

Twenty -seven shillings duty on sugars is 
2d. ^ per pound. The remunerating price to 
the planter Is 3d., half of which Is expenses. 
The merchants' charges are 8 shillings per 
cwt., which is about Id. per pound. It gets, 
therefore. Into the grocer's hands at a price of 
6>^d. per pound and Is sold by him at from 8 
to lOd. the pound, so that from every pound of 
sugar made the king gets 2}4d., the planter 
l>^d., the merchant Id. and the grocer 2d. 
That is the king has 183 per cent., the mer- 
chant 66 per ami, and the grocer 132 per cent, 
on the net value of the sugar. 

There can be no further proof needed of the 
impolicy of duties so extravagantly dispropor- 
tionate to the prime cost of the article and by 
means of which the consumer is made to pay 
thi^e times the original value. Then, a piece 
of bread, whether grown in the country or 
not, is always made to keep pace with the 
price and the supply of all the luxuries; sugar 



Is nearest allied to the necessaries of life and 
ought to be subject to similar regulations in 
its consumption. The market is overloaded 
with sugar, but it is monopolized by the crown, 
and the subject Is debarred the use of it be- 
cause he can not afford to pay the king a tax of 
183 per cent, on it in addition to his present 
burdens. 

The king of Spain^s monopoly of tobacco, 
which cost him his South American provinces, 
W88 milder than this, for It was formed ad 
valorem and did not more th2n double the price 
of the article to his European subjects, but an 
impost of 200 per cent, on the staple produce 
of Its own colonies has never yet been levied 
by any power In the world except England. 

It is not necessary to enter into a detail of 
the process of a distillery, which is conducted 
on the same principle as those of Europe. 

The expenses of 400 puns, of rum is as fol- 
lows: 

£ 8. d. 

Fuel per pn. 130 cords at 16s 97 10 00 

Labor, 600 days at 2s. 6d 75 00 00 

Molasses, 10,000 gallons at 6d ... 250 00 00 

Casks, each, 30s 600 00 00 

Total expense (2£ lis. per cask) 1,022 10 00 

Value of 400 pun. of 40,000 gal- 
lons at Is. per gallon (£5 
each) 2,000 00 00 

Net gain 978 10 00 

Deduci Interest on distillery or 

3d. per gallon to planter . 478 10 00 

600 00 00 

The rum manufacturer has this high ground 
of moral superiority over the British distiller, 
that whereas the latter abstracts from the 
necessaries of life and perverts grain from a 
wholesome article of food to deleterious 
luxury, the former only manufactures what 
would otherwise be an useless refuse, and is 
obliged to distill, otherwise the sugar duty 
would not leave him one farthing to feed 
himself or his negroes. The British distillery 
trade Is optional and It abstracts from the 
article of food, perverting what was intended 
for bread alone to a more objectionable pur- 
pose. But the West Indian planter only dis- 
tils what would otherwise run to waste, and 
the produce of which puts bread Into the 
mouth— being a work of sheer necessity and 
forced upon him by the exactions of the rev- 
enue. The British distiller takes from a 
necessary to fabricate a superfluous article 
and the farmer would rather grow barley for 
him than wheat for others, so that the poor 
man's loaf pays a tax to the British distiller, 
and the government authorizes th^ taxation 
when the same superfluity can be afforded by 
the West India planter without objection as to 
the effect or means ; sUgar is a useful and 
necessary article of consumption, and every 
puncheon of rum must be concomitant with 

the production of at least hogshead, 

sugars; there is something here to counter- 
balance the moral tendency of the fact. But 
with the British distiller there is absolutely no 
palliative in the destructive charge of turning 
bread into gin. At this rate it would not be 
worth while to distil rum at all, if the sweets 
could otherwise be disposed of, only that on 
an Involved estate the petty sum thus realized 



is the only disposable revenue of the planter, 
and is supposed with the molasses to defray 
the ordinary expenses of the estate and house- 
hold. 

Rum not being a necessary of life admits of 
a greater taxation than sugar. It pays 1000 
per cent. duty. British spirits not more than 
per oent,, so that the British manufact- 
urer clears (left open in MS.) times as 

much as the colonial one, and the consumer 

pays times the colonial value of the 

article. 

For every two casks, one of sugar and one of 
rum, the king receives 72.10 and the manu- 
facturer in the colonies 20. Can the question 
be asked after this, of what value are the colo- 
nies? 

There is no crop time in Demerara; an es- 
tate of 600 hogsheads will make from 30 to 60 
per month. The best sugar is no doubt made 
in the driest weather, but then the plants are 
lost and the ensuing crop from the same fields 
fall in consequence. There are so many ad- 
vantages attending an equal distribution of the 
crop that the power of being able to do so 
gives the Demerara planter an immense ad- 
vantage over the island one. 

In the first place, the labor of the negro is 
uniform and regular; in the second place, 
there is no material delay or detriment from 
the breaking of machinery ; in the third place, 
there is no regular succession of ripe canes on 
the cultivation, and a secure crop from the 
portion planted In moist or showery weather. 
In the long, dry season the cane arrows and 
the navigation is short of water. It not un- 
frequently happens, therefore, that in the 
month of October less sugar Is made than in 
any other, the arrow of the cane being unfit to 
plant and the juice losing much of its saccha- 
rine principle whilst the cane is in that state. 

The advantages of navigation, distribution 
and certainty of the crop and superior returns 
certainly enhance the value of Demerara prop- 
erty 100 per cent, above that of the islands. 
This is stiffly denied by the Island planters^ 
though fully proved by the conduct of the 
merchants, who certainly are good judges of 
the returns of their own capital, and are always 
ready to advance it on Demerara in preference 
to island property, an estate of 300 negroes In 
the islands not selling for more than £30,000, 
though in Demerara it is worth from £60,000 
to £65,000. 

In no other colony are the buildings of the 
sugar works on a greater scale of magnificence; 
those of an estate of 500 negroes will cost 
£20,000 or £25,000, and a stranger is apt to 
consider them as built in a style of superfluous 
expense. But the Demararian, who In every- 
thing else Is only anxious that it should last 
*' his time," knows perfectly well that his land 
will be productive for a century, and that to 
sell to advantage his works must be perma- 
nently adequate to take off its produce, not 
only during his own time, but perhaps during 
that of two or three successors. Another great 
inducement to put up works on a large scale is 
the great plenty on the spot of the finest and 
most durable building timber in the whole 
world, but which timber when young and of 
small scantling Is sappy and quickly decays. 
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It U necessary, therefore, to use beams of a 
large size, from mature and full grown trees, 
and these require a proportionate strength and 
dimensions in the other parts of the construc- 
tion. The expense of these immense buildings 
is therefore an ineviuble one, and though it 
demands a great increase of capital in the be- 
ginning, is an al>solute saving in the end, as 
the inexhaustible nature of the soil would 
otherwise wear out two or three sets of tem- 
porary edifices at an equal or greater expense 
than one permanent one, besides the trouble 
and time lost by repeated re-erections. 

In fact, though the common and avowed sen- 
timent of the Demerarians is the mere provi- 
sion for the moment, all the labors and specu- 
lation of roan are on a scale of magnitude to 
endure and be realized in ages to come. To 
such a nicety is the return of capital calculated 
that three proprietorships will scarcely pull 
through one speculation, and the merchant's 
capital once engaged is inextricable for a cen- 
tury. There is also as much of that capital 
advanced on a population of 70,000 slaves in 
Demerara as on 180,000 anywhere else. 

It is a circumstance which gives rise to a 
most pernicious feeling of jealousy with what 
are called the old colonies, and which is seized 
upon as a pretext to saddle the Demerara 
planter with disabilities unknown to the 
islands (the folly of which is only equal to its 
injustice), that whereas the bounty of provi- 
dence has placed between the confluence of 
the Amazon and the Orinoco a belt of allu- 
vion capable of furnishing with one-third the 
expense and labor of any other tract in the 
known world enough of every description of 
colonial produce to supply all the markets in 
Europe, and that in this district every million 
of British capital is capable, if only subjected 
to the common restrictions of other colonies, 
of producing more than double what it does 
in other situations. The British government 
wilfully throws away the opportunity it thus 
possesses of underselling every other power in 
the colonial market, and purposely reduces 
the natural advantages of the soil to a level 
with unproductive and exhausted tracts by 
trebling the price of labor employed on it. 
And seeing this it is notorious that the Deme- 
rara planter, if he could procure lands at the 
same rate as the island planter, could send 
his sugar into the market at one-half the 
expense and completely drive out all the 
sugars of the foreign colonies, it yet pre- 
fers to enrich the governments of Brazil 
the Havana and the East by restrictions on the 
productive powers of its own colonies rather 
than by giving them a fair field for competi- 
tion to command once more a monopoly of the 
colonial supply of Europe. If the alluvion of 
Demerara were cultivated at the same expense 
as other colonies there is no other tract in any 
part of the known world that could compete 
with it, for it could undersell them all one- 
half in the immense returns of its produce. 
This is evident, for though the restriction of 
the import of laborers has raised the price of 
labor to nearly three times its average value in 
other colonies, and the net returns of its 
produce is scarcely half that of the islands, yet 
does this orop and the facilities of cultivation 



enable the Demerara planter successfully to 
compete with the other colonies and the 
merchant finds his capital profitably employed 
though obliged to advance more than double 
the amount on the same means of cultivation ; 
an estate of 500 negroes in Demerara scarcely 
being purchasable for £10,000 though in the 
islands not worth £50,000. 

However politic it may be, therefore, to pre- 
serve the population and cultivation of the 
islands in their present state, it is done at the 
sacrifice of the commercial independence of 
England, and it introduces and maintains in 
the colonial market foreign powers, who de- 
rive all the benefit which would otherwise ac- 
crue to Great Britain should she merely allow 
her colonies in South America a just and 
equitable means of competition. It would 
then be seen that the level coast of Guiana, 
with its inexhaustible soil, its perfect system 
of water carriage its peculiar appropriate 
climate, and its never-failing crop with merely 
the privilege of introducing the unprofit- 
able and surplus slave population of the 
old colonies, and thus reduce the price of 
labor within reasonable bounds; with this 
privilege under every dlfticnlty of the times 
and giving to other powers even the advan- 
tage of continuing the slave trade, it must 
drive them out of the sugar market, for it 
could produce that article at a lower rate than 
is possible to be produced elsewhere under any 
circumstances. 

The knowledge of this fact occasions a jeal- 
ousy in the old colonies from a dread of a conse- 
quent diminution of their political importance. 
They therefore oppose the measure of a trans- 
fer of laborers without considering that a re- 
moval of their capital to these shores Is a 
direct means of enrichins: themselves and the 
mother country at the same time, and they al- 
low local attachment to supersede a direct 
public and private benefit. For allowing Gui- 
ana to become a great sugar emporium for 
which it is so pre-eminently calculated, the 
islands are yet eligible for all the other objects 
of colonial cultivation which of necessity 
would be superseded here and the amount of 
their production would be little affected, 
though the description of it would be changed. 
No political considerations can effectually 
supersede the operations of natural eligibili- 
ties. 

A country of ports and harbors will become, 
in spite of obstacles, a maritime power. A 
com country will export grain, and a grazing 
country will trade in cattle; under every dis- 
advantage Demerara has gradually re- 
linquished every other cultivation for that of 
sugar, because by nature most particularly 
adapted for that produce, and nothing short of 
ruinous and unjust restriction or actual and 
positive abandonment can prevent the British 
merchant from vesting his capital in a cultiva- 
tion so congenial to the soil, so certain in its 
profits, and so beneficial to the revenue, the 
shipping and the commercial interest. Dem- 
erara is the giant of the sugar market, and in 
the possession of any other state than the 
British she would allow no competition. 
The average return of a sugar estate in mod- 



erately favorable circumstances with 500 ne- 
groes of all descriptions attached is about 
1,800,000 pounds per annum. 

TlMERHI. 

They Want a Central Factory. 

AuBUBMDALE, Fla., March 28, 1898. 

JSdUcr Louisiana Planter: Now that the sup- 
ply of sugar from Cuba seems so surely cut off 
for a long time to come, some of our people are 
taking much Interest In the matter of cane 
growing. 

That we can easily grow cane in great quan- 
tities with rich juice has long been known, and 
why we have not done so is because of no 
large mill to work up the crop. If for next 
year's crop we can have a suitable mill that 
will buy the cane, we can have 1000 acres' 
planted, which will run twenty to forty tons 
per acre and average al>out 9 deg Baume. 

A contract will be entered into for a term of 
years to furnish the mill with cane at market • 
prices. 

The parties who will guarantee the lOOO' 
acres of cane planted are thoroughly reliable- 
and financially responsible. 

It would seem to us this is a good opportune 
itv for some sugar mill man to invest his capi- 
tal safely and profitably. C. I. Page. 



The Factor System in Sugar. 

The virtual abandonment of the ** factor 
system '* of selling sugar affords another illus- 
tration of the fact that most of the great 
trusts carry with them the elements of their 
own dissolution. The combination among 
sugar refiners for the limitation of the output 
and the fixing of the price of their product is 
now eleven years old. The co-operation with 
them of the wholesale grocers, which formed 
the basis of the factor system of selling sugar, 
dates from 1888, though it was not formally 
concluded till 1892. The combination among 
the manufacturers grew out of the impossi- 
bility experienced by the owners of old plants 
and antiquated processes of competing with 
their more progressive and better equipped 
rivals. So far had the economies of refining 
been carried in the newer establishments, that 
in 1886 one firm sold at a profit for export at 
least 100,000 tons of granulated sugars. A» 
Mr. Warner remarked: *' It was evident that 
the American people were in actual danger ofi 
having cheap sugar, that the owners of anti- 
quated refining plants might, in a few years,, 
be compelled to charge them to profit and loss,, 
and that, unless something was done, even the 
Havemeyers would soon be obliged to content 
themselves with such returns from capital as 
in a fair competition with an equally enter- 
prising refiner they and he might be able to 
fix.'' 

The National Association of Wholesale Gro- 
cers had its birth in a convention held in New 
York, in January, 1888. One of the subjects 
nearest the hearts of its members was touched 
when the chairman said that the competition 
was such that grocers were selling sugars at <^ 
ruinous loss and were compelled to raise the 
price on other articles to meet it. The conven- 
tion appointed a committee to consult with the- 
sugar refiners, and the consultations were nro'- 
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tracted oyer nearly four years, the associated 
^ocers meanwhile heing of use to the trust in 
bringing the Philadelphia reifiners into line 
and in pressing on Congress the necessity of 
leaving a sufficient margin for the protection of 
the refining industry in the McKinley tariff 
bill. About the time that the trust found itself 
ready to conclude an arrangement with the 
grocers, it discovered that this could be more 
conveniently done through local organizations 
than through a national one. In other words, 
the trust preferred to deal directly with indi- 
viduals and local associations, instead of leav- 
ing the grocers as one organization to deal 
with the trust as another. Under the seittional 
plan the various local organizations could be 
kept from combining, and each could more 
readily be held tributary to the trust. The 
original proposal made by the National Asso- 
ciation found expression in a form of which 
the essential parts were as follows: ^^ Upon 
.the execution and return of the affidavit here- 
with, but not otherwise, you may deduct from 
the invoice one-fourth of a cent per pound less 
one-fiftieth of a cent per pound in addition to 
the rebates already made.*' This was to be 
printed at the head of each Invoice of sugar 
made by the trust, and the affidavit accom- 
panying it was a declaration made to be sent 
with the remittance, setting forth that neither 
the sugars thus paid for nor any sugars re- 
ferred to in any previous affidavit had been 
sold directly or indirectly for less than the 
di^ly price furnished by the secretary of the 
association, and not on longer time than thirty 
days, nor with a greater discount than one- half 
of 1 per cent, for cash in ten days. 

The actual agreement between the various 
associations of grocers and the trust, as con- 
cluded on September 12, 1893, appeared in the 
form of a notice to salesmen from jobbers, as 
follows: ^^ On and after this date the American 
Sugar Refining Company will attach to every 
invoice of sugar sold by them to any part of 
the United States a certificate as follows, 
which the buyer must sign in order to obtain a 
rebate of one-eighth of a cent per pound.'' 
Then followed the certificate in these terms : 
"We hereby certify that we have not sold, 
nor will we sell, nor has any employee, 
salesman or agent of ours sold, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, any of the sugars for 
which we are now remitting for less than 
your daily quotations, nor on more liberal 
terms as to credit or cash discount.'' The aim 
of the parties to this agreement between man- 
ufacturers and jobbers was to eptablish a boy- 
cott against any wholesaler or retailer who 
should handle sugar competing in price with 
that of the trust, or who should venture to cut 
the prices established by the trust. The com- 
bination continued to be effective just as long 
as it remained impossible for any dealer in 
sugar to count on a steady supply out&ide of 
the product of the trust or of the so-called 
" independent " refineries which have accepted 
the trust rules as to price and dislributors' 
profits. The bargain was never carried out to 
the letter in the Gulf States, where the market 
was kept unstable by constant additions to the 
number of small refineries in Louisiana. It 
has recently shown signs of weakening in the 



middle West, where the supply from the beet 
sugar factories is beginning to cut a consider- 
able figure in the available stock of sugar. The 
approach to completion in New York of two 
new and well-equipped refineries, which are to 
bt,run in absolute independence of trust meth- 
ods, is the latest and most formidable menace 
to the factor system in the East. 

It is not, therefore, surprising to bear that 
the combination between the trust and the 
wholesale grocers is breaking down, and that 
sugar is now being sold like any other mer- 
chandise, subject to the operation of the 
natural laws of trade. These laws began to 
assert themselves when the Sugar Trust was 
compelled to wage war against the methods of 
the ground coffee combination, by way of de- 
fending its control of its own field of opera- 
tion. The factor's agreement can not survive 
the offering of sugar in steady and sufficient 
quantities at prices below those which the 
trust has fixed. The wholesale grocers have, 
of course, as powerful a motive as ever to 
maintain the agreement for the sake of secur- 
ing a fixed rate of profit. But it will be im- 
possible for them to evade the necessity of 
trading where they can buy most cheaply. 
The trust, on the other hand, must cut down 
the jobbers* profit if it has to sacrifice its own. 
Both parties will thus resume the relations 
which they held before the original trust com- 
bination was formed, to the obvious benefit of 
the consumers of sugar, and the manifest dis- 
couragement of the tendency to organize 
gigantic monopolies in restraint of trade.— iVeto 
York Journal of Commerce, 



No Limit for Sugar Prices. 

It has been learned from an official source 
that sugar refiners are no longer maintaining 
their uniform system of selling only to factors. 
Sugar is now being sold the same as any other 
merchandise, viz. : by barter, and while the 
refiners are, of course, tbe sole judges of what 
terms they will accept, it is nevertheless a fact 
that tbey are willing to sell on different terms 
to different parties in accordance with their 
own ideas of the desirability of securing the 
custom of the prospective buyer. It may also 
be announced as a fact that the refiners have 
recently Issued no circulars giving terms of 

sale. 

This condition does not mean that the factor 
plan of sale has been officially abolished. But 
It does mean that large buyers who are not fac- 
tors are able to purchase sugar without restric- 
tioDS as to the price at which they in turn may 
sell, on terms equally as favorable as if they 
were purchasing their supplies as agents of 
the refiners. The factors' agreement— which 
ostensibly converts the wholesale grocer Into 
a selling agent for the refiners— provides that 
if he observes all the conditions of the agree- 
ment (one of which is that he shall not sell on 
any day at a lower price than that officially 
posted in the refiners' office on that day), he 
shall, at the expiration of three months from 
the date of bis purchase, receive a commission 
of three-sixteenth cents per pound. In actual 
operation, however, he usually receives his 
coinmission whether he maintains the price or 
not. The refiners do not now require from him 



any sworn or signed statement that he hu 
lived up to the terms of the factor agreement 
In other words, the refiners take the position 
that the factor plan of sale was adopted at the 
request of the wholesale grocers, and they 
look, therefore, to the grocers to l>e responsible 
for its proper operation. 

A considerable number of complaints liave re- 
cently been received by refiners that wholesale 
grocers have not been fully maintaining prices. 
To these complaints refiners have replied, out- 
lining their position substantially as above, 
and in the West particularly a number of im- 
portant wholesale houses have openly and 
unequivocally cut loose from the factor plan. 
A representative of the refiners when asked 
yesterday whether these firms would l>e able 
to purchase their supplies of sugar on as ad- 
vantageous terms as when they received con- 
signmentB as agents of (he refiners, said that 
it would be quite a fair statement that "' they 
will probably have no difficulty wliatever hi 
getting all the sugar they require. They are 
simply doing openly what others are doing 
secretly.' 

For several months the factor plan of selling 
sugar has, in many States, been in nominal 
operation only, notably in nilnols, Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana and also in Baltimore. 

In Illinois and Indiana the equality freight 
rates have been reduced almost one-eighth of 
a cent per pound, leaving only about one- 
sixteenth of a cent per pound margin of profit 
or commission for refiners' factors. The cause 
of this open reduction is the public announce- 
ment of the withdrawal of the W. H. Hoyt 
Company, one of the largest wholesale grocery 
houses of Chicago, from the equality system 
of sale. Following is the company's announce- 
ment, as published in its own house paper: 

^^We have withdrawn from the equality 
plan of selling sugar, and in future our prices 
will be made f. o. b. Chicago. 

*^ We adopted the plan because we were 
forced into it, and we withdraw from it as the 
opportunity presents itself for us to do so. 
What effect our withdrawal will have on the 
sugar plan a few days will determine, but we 
hope it is the beginning of the end of the rot- 
ten business. 

''Our patrons well know where we stand 
and have always stood in regard to contract 
goods. They know we are opposed to them, 
and that we have submitted to dictation only 
when no alternative was left for us. We hope 
the breaking up of the equality plan of selling 
sugar will be a blow that will wipe out of ex- 
istence every contract selling price on the list. 
Honest men are tired of trusts and combines, 
and sooner or later manufacturers will be com- 
pelled to abandon their dictatorial methods. 
We adopted the trust plan of selling sugar 
December 30, 1895, and on that date declared 
in this column : 

*' ' It is with regret that we hereby inform 
our patrons that we have felt compelled to 
adopt the factor plan of selling sugar. Our 
fight has been long, hard and honest for the 
right to sell our goods to our customers at the 
lowest price we could afford, and the right to 
be sole judge of that question. The odds have 
been against us, but we have managed to get 
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along and fill oar orders promptly with eome 
saying to our friends. It has come to this, that 
we are now confronted with a prohibitive dis- 
crimination by the trust that can be avoided 
only by submitting to their will. Could we 
get along by handling foreign brands the fight 
might be continued, but onr patrons demand 
American sugars, and we must have such as 
our trade requires. We have accepted this 
condition under protest, at the same time still 
asserting the truth of the principles heretofore 
maintained by us.' " 

Referring to the 9ituation in St. Louis the 
Jiepublic of that city says : 

*' Developments within the past few day? 
indicate that the wholesale grocers of this city 
and Ohioago are lining up for a fight with the 
Sugar Trust. The price of sugar has been re- 
duced to a point where the jobbers have to 
handle it at bare cost, and as every grocery 
jobbing firm in the city, save one, is bound by 
what is isnown as the equality plan, several of 
them are becoming restive and threaten to go 
to war. 

"For several months F. H. Krenningifc Sons, 
a large jobbing house on North Third street, 
has refused to bow to the mandate of the sugar 
combine, and for that reason the trust and its 
allies have placed the firm under the ban, and 
refused to sell it a pound of their product. As 
a result, the firm has l>een selling only foreign 
sugars and the war has gone merrily on. 

*' Whether any more St. Louis firms will 
pull out can not be said at this time, but sev- 
eral are ready to cut loose the moment they 
see that they can do so without injury to their 
business. 

"It is claimed that the equality plan adopted 
by the trust has built up the country jobber at 
the expense of the wholesalers in the large 
cities. For some time pasc there has been 
more or less feeling in the Wholesale Grocers' 
Association of this city over the way the 
equality plan is working out, but the associa- 
tion has done nothing to alleviate the cause of 
compliant;'' — N€W York Journal of Comn^eree, 
March 21, 



The Sugar Equality Plan. 

The distribution of sugar under the 
^'equality plan,'^ a plan arranged and sug- 
gested by the jobbers themselves in the first 
instance, and accepted by the sugar trust 
under protest (?), has not after all proved such 
a benefit to the individual jobber as was anti- 
cipated. Quite a number of the St. Louis job- 
bers are dissatisfied with the arrangement, al- 
though they hesitate to express themselves, 
and do not care to cross the border line and 
come out in open hostilities to the trust. For 
some months past, however, the conviction 
has been growing in the minds of the St. Louis 
and Chicago jobbing grocers that ^'things 
are seldom what they seem — sidm milk 
masquerades as cream, ^' etc. 

Whether it is a ^^shady^' arrangement after 
all depends upon "whose ox is gored." Job- 
bers with an assumed well-established city 
trade are satisfied, while on the other hand 
jobbers whose business is principally in the 
interior complain that it tends to the upbuild- 
ing of the small interior jobber and restricts 



legitimate competition. The sugar and coffee 
end of the grocery business comprises almost 
50 per cent, in dollars and cents of a grocer's 
business, and where this is accomplished under 
the equality plan, it is safe to assume that the 
balance, and that the most profitable end, goes 
with it. There are several grocery houses in 
St. Louis acting independently of the ^'equality 
plan/' and it is a singular feature that they 
have been very successful in spite of the covert 
opposition of the advocates of the equality 
plan. 

What the outcome will be at this writing it 
Is hard to determine. A cut of 13 cents per 100 
pounds has already been made in the Illinois 
sugar freight rate book, and in other Western 
States changes have been made to nullify oppo- 
sition. A fight is evidently on. With the an- 
ticipated completion of the Arbuckle and the 
Doscher sugar refineries in the early fall, the 
recalcitrant jobbers who are springing out of 
line with the trust will have plenty of backing 
and will be able to obtain all the sugars they 
want. In the meantime, if the slgas of the 
past year count for anything^ the men who 
have been outside of the agreement in thU 
city have not suffered for want of sugar and 
are credited with doing a most successful 
business. — St. Louis Grocer, 



Sugar-Eatlns: Nations. 

The sugar crop of the world amounts in a nor- 
mal year to about 8,000,000 tons, of which the 
larger part, about 4,500,000 tons, comes from 
l>eet8 and the balance, 3,500,000 tons, from 
sugar cane. Of the latter, the largest propor- 
tion comes from the West Indies and a larg^ 
amount from the island of Java. Among the 
countries producing beet sugar, Germany 
comes first with about one-tfadrd of the world's 
crop ; then Austria with about as much, and 
then France, Russia, and Belgium and Hol- 
land toother, with substantially the same 
quantity. 

In respect of the production of beet sugar in 
the United States, there has been a vast increase 
since the establishment of the McKinley tariff 
in 1890. The year previous the American pro- 
duct was 2800 tons. Two years later it was 
12,000 tons. Four years latter it was 20,000 
tons. Last year it was 43,000 tons, and the 
product is on the increase. The McKinley 
tariff established between July 1, 1891, and 
July 1, 1905, abounty to l>epaid by the United 
States government to sugar producers, with a 
view of stimulating the industry and compen- 
sating those engaged in it for the changes made 
in the duty upon imported sugar. 

Among scientists the opinion has been gen- 
eral that a moderate amount of sugar, like a 
moderate amount of salt, should enter into 
the dietary of the people of each nation ; but 
it is only when the figures of the consumption 
of sugar are examined that it is seen tha the 
quantity consumed varies radically, and It is 
a curious fact that in those countries in which 
the maritime spirit— the spirit of navigation, 
commerce, travel and colonization — ^is strong, 
there is a very considerable consumption of 
sugar per capita, whereas in those countries in 
which these qualities are not predominant 
among tiie inhabitants the consumption is 



smaller. In England, first among the mari- 
time nations of the world, the consumption of 
sugar is 86 pounds a year for each inhabitant. 
In Denmark it is 45, in Holland 31, in France 
30, and in Norway and Sweden 25, whereas in 
Russia it is only 10, in Italy 7, in Turkey 7, in 
Greece 6, and in Servla 4. The consumption 
of- sugar seems to have very little connection 
with or relation to the production of sugar, for 
in Austria, the sugar product of which is large, 
the average consumption Is only 19 pounds, 
while In Switzerland, in which there is no 
production to speak of. It Is 44. And another 
curious phase of the matter is that there is a 
great disparity in the consumption of sugar in 
the two tea-drinking countries—England and 
Russia. The large amount of sugar consumed 
in France Is attributed, in part, to the fact that 
the French confectioners and candy makers, 
and more especially those doing business in 
the city of Paris, use in their tra^e enormous 
quantities of sugar In a year, adding abnor- 
mally to the average consumption of sugar in 
the French republic— iV. T, Sun. 



Trade Notes. 



The Living Age,— No one who is interested 
in the best contemporary French literature can 
afford to miss the series of sketches and stories 
by Paul Bourget, which will begin in T7te 
Living Age for April 2. These sketches have 
been but recently published in France, and 
this is their first appearance in English dress. 
They are translated for The Living Age by 
William Marchant. They are extremely clevei 
and characteristic. Address The Living Age 
Company, Boston. 



Personal. 



Mr. J. K. Garr, a prominent sugar planter 
of the lower coast, was registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel on Monday. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of Magnolia plantation, 
in Assumption parish, was a Sunday guest at 
the St. Charies Hotel. 

Mr. A. H. Gay, Jr., and Mrs. Gay, of St. 
Louis plantation, in the parish of Iberville, 
were in the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. J. K. Tucker continued to manage the 
Armant place during the past season, and is 
reported to be increasing all the time in his 
skill and ability as a plantation manager. Mr. 
Tucker recently bought an interest in the Oak 
Alley place, which adjoins the Armant, and 
if he does as well by his own place as he does 
by that of Colonel Miles' Oak Alley has a 
bright future before it. 

Mr. H. A. Chapin, the well-known repre- 
sentative of the Newell Universal Mill Com- 
pany, arrived in the city during the past week 
and registered at the St. Charles Hotel. Mr. 
Chapin says that the National Cane Shredder 
is being rapidly adopted as an adjunct to the 
mill in all the cane-growing countries of the 
world, they having recently made extensive in- 
stallations in Java and South Amfidoa. Mr. 
Cliapin expects to get his share of the Louisi- 
ana business and will doubtless do so. Among 
the forty-odd machines in Louisiana last sea- 
son no accidents of any sort, he says, were 
reported. 
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WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898. 



tUCAR. 

OfMi Kettle. 
Cliolce 

Strict Prime.. 
Prime 



March 86. 



PnUjFalr^ 
Good Fair. 
Fidff. 



Good Common .... 

Common ..« 

Inferior .. — 

CMtrifval. 

Plent'n Granulated. 

Off Granulated 

Cbolce White 

Off White 



Grej White. 

Ghoice Yellow... 
Pvime Yellow .... 
GoodYellow ..... 
ieconds m^ ,. 



March 88. 



MOLAMEt. 

Open Kettle. 

Fancj ...... ^ 

Choice. 



Strict Prime.. 
Good Prime .. 
Pirlme* 



Good Pair 

Pair. 



Good Common.. 

Common — 

Infarior „.. 

CoBtiifwU. 

Fancy. 



Qiolce ,,.... 

Strict Prime.. 
good Prime 
Prime 



Good Fair.. 
Fall. 



Good Common . 

Common 

Inferior 



SYRUP. 



d 









e 
o 



-e - 






March 89. 



March 80. 



March 31. 



14 

18 

18 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 






2 



c 
o 



14 
18 
13 
11 
10 
9 
8 



-I- 



s 

o 
2 



i 



14 

18 

18 

II 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 



I 



m 



1 

A 

c 



:! 



« 10 
• 9 
« 8 

11 



- • - 



e 



§ 



14 

18 

18 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 



April 1. 



Sams Day 
Last Ykar. 



TONB OF MABXR at 

Closivo of Wi 



- a - 

4XG - 



8H'#8 



•'s 



««3< 



-8«« 

-« - 

«X48iV 



Quiet. 



Steadjr. 



• 



-•- 



S 



o 



9 14 

a 18 

^ 18 
9 11 

a 10 

9 8 



e 



o 
2 



-® 



9 

i: 

a 7 
a 6 
• « 

@ 6 
S 5 



Quiet. 



OTHBB MAHEBTS. 



NkwYouk: 

•UCAR. 

Fair Refininff, 89 . 
CentrlfngaUi 96^. 



Granulated 
Standard h. 



Cnba, 96«, Ctf 

MOLAMES. 

N,0. Choice ..... 

We O. Fair 

Cnba, 50^ 



fara. No. 15 D. S.. 
A. ft G. Beet 



4.84a 

i.78J 



lit. 8d. 
9t. oyd. 



: 



4.849 
4.7S" 



\ 



11*. 8d. 
9t. Od. 



-e 

4.849 
4.724 

-« 



• 

s 



lit. dd. 
9t. Od. 



4.842 



-•- 
-• - 
-• - 

lit. 8d. 
8f. liyd. 



t 



lit. 8d. 
9t. Oji^d. 




=j= 

lit. 8d. 
9t. l^d. 



I 



4.S4_ 
4.88a 



\\i 



lit. Od. 

9t. Od. 



Strong. 



Stead/. 
Firmer. 









NEW ORLEANS REFINED 








Cat Loaf...- _ 




-«5H 


-•SH 


-•»« 


-«BH 


-«SH 


— (i6 




Powdered — 


-(I5H 


-<I6H 


-<|6H 


Er^ 


-«5H 




Standard Granula'd 
Candy A 


zVt 


- «5.V 

— • — 


— ( 1 — 


— U — 


-«6>| 


-•4H 

— » — 


Strong 


Roeetta Ex. C 


-«4i» 


-•Mi 


- 1 i*t* 


— ( 6 


-«» 


-fs 


-9<A 




CryiUl Extra C 


_ 9 _ 


— • — 


— # — 

- i - 

— • — 


— i\ — 


— « — 
— • — 


El= 


— • — 




Rojal Ex. C. 


-\- 


-f- 


— {\ — 


-f - 




•YRUP 


-%- 


-«- 


— # — 


— • — 


-• - 





STOCKS 

At four ports of the United Stotet to Mar. 88 

At fourporte of Great Briuin to Mar. 19. 

At Havana and Matan^at to.,~ Mar. 88 



.Tont 



866|670 

78,600 

118.600 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING APRIL x, 1898. 



Received.. 
Bold .. 



Hhdt. 
888 
888 



-SUOAR- 



Barrelt. 
6.008 
6,111 



MoLAsaBe* 
Barrelt. 
1,088 
1,€88 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FROM SEPT. 



i897i TO APRIL i, 1898. 

-SUGAR- 



Received. 
Sold. 



Received tame time last year.. 



Hhds. 

81,866 
21,866 
86,818 



Barrels. 
1,866,629 
1,880,660 
1,181,888 



M0LA8SBS. 
Barreto. 

180,847 
180,847 
814,616 
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April 2. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898. 



RICE. 

ROUOB, y bbl 

Choice 

Prime. 



CUUH, 



Good 

Fair 

Ordinary 
ConmioiL..^. 
Inferior. 
No. 2._ 

BKANiVton 

PdiLi»H| V ton,^ 



Mar. 26. 



2 0034 25 
5H@6H 

8>234 

Nominal. 

9 50@10 00 
14 00(915 OO 



Mar. 28. 



25 



2 

fl 
5 
4 
4 
4 
8 
8 
N< 

9 50^10 00 



K 

^ 



Mar. 29. 



25 






..-1. 



lji«2 
9 50010 00 



Mar. 80. 



2 00^4 25 
5|<@8 
8X@'^H 

8^94 
Nominal. 
9 50f 10 00 



Mar. 81. 



50 



April 1. 



i 



4 
i 
i 

« i 

N 1. 

9 50010 00 



2 0004 50 

5y«6 

«X88H 

4X94H 

8M04 
83Ka8|( 

Nominal. 
i;<02 

9 50dl0 00 



Sams Day ( Toitb of BIarkkt at CLoaura 
Last Ybar« ofWbkx. 



25 



N 1. 

S 02M 

12 000 



14 00015 00 H 00015 0014 00015 0014 00(^15 0014 00015 00 17 00018 00 



No offerings. 



Very strong. 



SBCEIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NEW ORLBAN8 FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING APR. z, 1898 

Bbls. Clkan. 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

2,526 
1,792 



2,407 



RBCBIPT8 AT NEW ORLBAN8 FROM AUQ. i, 1897, TO APR. 
z, 1898, COMPARED WITH LAST TEAR, 8AME TIME. 



Thla year.. 
Last jear.. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 448,026 
— 876,870 



Bbls. Clsasi. 

8,880* 

8,859 



Sugar. 

At the close of the week a tlrmer feel- 
ing pervaded the local sugar market, 
and a good demand existed. Arrivals 
were promptly absorbed. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals quiet. 



Rice. 

At the end of the week both rough 
and clean rice were strong, with oflfer- 
ings light and receipts from plantations 
limited. 



Lehrs Adieu to Mr. C. A. Granger. 

On Wednesday evening a number of the 
employees of the sugar factory, and their 
wives and a few Invited guests met in the banlc 
building in social gathering in honor of C. A. 
Granger, the retiring superintendent of the 
factory, who left here on Saturday to take 
charge of the new factory which is to be built 
at La Grand, Or. 

The gathering was a most pleasant and en- 
joyable one, making the honored guest feel 
that he has a warm place in the hearts of those 
whom he has so successfully worked with 
since the start of the factory. The evening 
was spent in playing games, speech -making 
and singing. A few minutes before 10 o^clock, 
as the party was leaving the bank for the 
Union hotel, Mr. Granger presented each one 
of the party with a lovely bouquet. When all 
had gathered at the hotel the party sat down 
to a most inviting sqpper, which had been 
prepared by Mrs. Stoddard, the lady of the 
hotel, who, on all such occasions, does her best 
to please the eye and satisfy the taste. 

After this elegant repast, Agricultural Super- 
intendent Austin gave the opening address, in 
which he said that Mr. Granger, during his 
connection with the Utah Sugar Company, has 
made a. record that any one could well be 
proud of, and that a great deal of the credit for 
the success this factory (las attained is due to 



the skill and ability of Mr. Granger. During 
the five yearp of his superintendency they have 
manufactured enough sugar, allowing twelve 
tons to the car, to make a train fifteen miles in 
length, and that the beets raised during this 
period, counting twenty tons to the car, would 
make a line flfty-three miles long. He also 
brietly related his personal association with 
him, stating that he had always found Mr. 
Granger a man of integrity, whose determina- 
tion was at all times to deal justly and honestly 
with his fellow-men. Manager Cutler was the 
next on the programme, and he prefaced his 
remarks by reviewing some of the obstacles that 
had to be encountered during the Infancy of 
the Utah sugar industry. That the record of 
this factory would go down in history as the 
flrst factory in all the world to manufacture 
sugar beets grown by irrigation. He spoke of 
how the business world eagerly watched its 
operation the first few years, believing that it 
was impossible to grow sugar beets success- 
fully by irrigation. He endorsed the remarks 
of Mr. Austin as to Mr. Granger^s skill and 
ability as superintendent. Mr. Cutler closed 
by presenting Mr. Granger a gold watch chann 
with the compliments of the employees. In 
response to this little memento, Mr. Granger 
thanked the employees for their demonstration 
and said as long as his life lasted he and Mrs. 
Granger would retain and appreciate this little 
token as a remembrance of their associations 
with the employees of the Utah Sugar Com- 
pany. 

Mr. Granger neatly turned the compliment 
paid him by Mr. Austin, stating that a great 
deal of the success achieved by the Utah sugar 
industry was due to the unity that existed 
among its employees, saying that where dis- 
sensions occur success could not be attained. 
He referred to how Manager Cutler had 
labored very assiduously from the time the es- 
tablishment of the industry was first agitated 
to the present time, and said through his 
untiring efforts many things that were 
termed impossibilities had been met and over- 
come, and to-day this factory is pointed to as 
the ideal factory of America. Mr. Granger 
alluded to his association of Mr. Cutler and the 
employees of the company, stating they 
had been of the most pleasant nature, and 
wherever his lot may be cast in the future, he 



did not expect to meet a set of men who 
would labor more energetically and more har- 
moniously than do the employees of the Utah 
Sugar Company. In closing Mr. Granger 
eulogized the present superintendent, Mr. 
H. A. Vallez, and spoke very highly of his 
capabilities and his fitness to fill the position. 
Mr. Vallez briefly outlined the sentiment exist- 
ing in other localities in regard to the success 
achieved by the Lehi factory under Mr. Gran- 
ger's management. Book-keeper Evans de- 
livered the closing address, in which he said 
that Mr. Granger had labored long and 
earnestly for the advancement of the Utah 
sugar Industry, and that under Mr. Granger^s 
supervision had been demonstrated to the 
world that one of the most extensive commod- 
ities, heretofore practically unknown in the 
United States, could be produced. Mr. Evans 
spoke in the highest terms of Mr. Granger as an 
agricultural superintendent as well as superin- 
tendent of the factory, and said in whatever 
position Mr. Granger had been placed during 
his association with this company he had 
proven himself equal to the occasion. 

After wishing Mr. Granger the best of suc- 
cess in his new field of operation, the party 
broke up at 12 o'clock.— -Banner, March 15, 

Hawaiian Annexation Affects Beet 
Sufl^ar Culture. 

A telegram has been received from President 
Oxnard, of the Beet Sugar Company, dated at 
New York, in which he withdraws the anti- 
Hawaiian annexation clause in contracts with 
beets raisers. This clause provided for a re- 
duction of fifty cents per ton in case Hawaii 
was annexed. It was bitterly fought by mem- 
bers of the Growers^ Association, who declared 
they could raise no beets unless it was with- 
drawn. — N. r. Journal Commerce, 



Col. John R. Gheens, of the €k>lden lianch 
plantation in the parish of Lafourche, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago and regis- 
tered at the St. Charles. 

Mr. Quinton Hogg, of London, a gentleman 
largely interested in sugar planting in the 
West Indies, was in New York during the past 
week, and expected to leave shortly for a visit 
to Louisiana, where he contemplates investing 
tn sugar lands. 
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WANTS. 



W« wUl 



pnbUsh la this cdama, h%» of duufe uatll 
ice, tke appUcmtioiu of all maaaicen, over- 
MNftf oiicinoen and angi makon, and othon who may 
ha ■aaklag potltlona in the conntryi t^^ •I'o the wants 
of planters desliinf^ to employ any of these. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SCOAR MAKER: 
would like to takeoff a crop; can famish ^ood 
reference; has had miny years* experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr., No. 4730 Tchoapitoulas street. 



•fXTANTED— A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ penence in heavy framings and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug^ houses, or in ertrctlng 
cane aheds, carriers and conveyors; did more huavy 
framing than any CAipenterin the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A, 
O'KESFFR, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
season; first class references furnished. Address 
Box 16, PonchtttouU, La. 3-26-9S. 



WANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
large and commod ous manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicstinff with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugsr engineer, spec! ilW fsmiliar with designing and 
constructing the most modem machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. P., J304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar holler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boilsr in some laive factory. Best of refer- 
ences given. W. B., Box 61, DonaldsonvUle, La. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent augar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling; understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable; Ai reference. Addreas S. S. 
MOORE, a85 Sooth Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 
aaS-gS 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vscunm pan augar boiler, five years* experience, 
for 189S crop; be*t of reference and sslisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J. 2>AVOY, Palncoortville, La. 31898. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS BL ACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; sstisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-i6%8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' EX- 
perlenc - in beet augar and five in cane factories, 
desires position ss manager or hit assistant; best of 
testimonisls Address SUCCB8S, Produce Exchani 
S 15, New York. 



3-17-1 



T 



KAN TED— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
isincss thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care thla office. 3-17*98 



WANTED— A PLANTATION BLACKSMITH, 
wheelwright and carpenter; must be married and 
sober; to the right kind of energetic man ateadv employ- 
ment; Milly planUUoo. LbBLANC & DANOS. 
Plaqacmine, La. 310-98. 

WANTED-A PLANTATION HOSTLER, 
aober and capable; must be married ; steady em- 
ployment to the right kind of man on MlUy plantaUon. 
Xddress LbBLAJTc A DANOS, PlaqueminVl-*. 
3-10-98. 



WANTED-SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification; write for further particulars. W.J. Z..A11 
Wharton street, PhUadelphia, Pa. 3.9J^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGL 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming aeason ; can famish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp atreet. New Orleans. 
^ 3998 

W^^I??.r^ .??^*FRN ^ CARPENTER 
and builder; will take lob work: can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5-98 

TXTANTED- EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGEI. 
*^ culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position ; best references. Addreas Box 309, Irvington, 
New jersey. 3-5-98 



•fXTANTyD-^ POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
▼▼ ice-house work: also a good mechanic or aogar- 
»*??*v*?Ji»Sfi «•«» »o«W» r»<Mi references. Ad7ress 
F. G. LORSNZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3.4.98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also nndersUnds 
clarification and polarising ; habits strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
LotnaiANA PuiNTBa. ssi 98. 



WANTED- A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a augar plantation, where he can 
do the boiiing during the srindlng and make himself 
useful St general repur work the remainder of tne year ; 
can furmsh rood references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street, New Orleans, La. 3-33 98. 



WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OP FAMILY, 
a poaition as msnager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve veers' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. »-33-98. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 



assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a voung 
1 man, 38 yearn of age; have h^d long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Calf or address 



FLANTBR, 518 and 5»o Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

3-14.98 



ANTED— IRISUAMERICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
w T age, hone«t, capable and efficient, desires posi- 
tion of msnsgement in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLBY, SuUon O, Philadelphia, Pa. a.8-98 



W' 



ANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
VV sugar maker for the coming seaaon; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Petenvtreet, City. 3.8-98 



W' 



ANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 

. , and she«t iron worker in countrv for repairs or 

new work in refinery or sugar house; long experience 

and good references given ; essy tenns. Address T. D., 



W 



I IS9 Orange street. New Orleans. 



a.1597 



ITTANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
W family aa a general vard man,chy or country. Ad- 
dress PETER S^^DERS, 130 North Franklin street. 
New Orleans. a -10-98 



WA N T E D-POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years* experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single; no bad hablt»; beat of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. 3-10-98 



TXTANTED-A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
*^ chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming seaaon ; the larger the house the oetter It 
will suit;: he best of references. Address EXPhRT, 
this office. 3-5-9S 



CTTANTED-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
VY on a plantation ; has had many years' experience; 
can famish good references. Address' P. SINTES, 3433 
Chartres street. a -5 -90 



fXTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^^ csn furnish good references. Address WM. 
BSRGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. s-5*^ 



TXTANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
* * considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions .for coming campaign; the best 
of references on application. Address "CRYSTALS," 
care Planter. »*5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many yeara' experience; cm fur- 
nuh referencea. Addreas WALTER DAILY, s630 
Dauphine street *-3-98 



WANTED-^ POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address O. HENNINGSBN, 518 Louisa 
street. i-jhjS 



WANTED-A POSITION AS] SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience: best of refers 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 
a-3^ 



W 



ANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 



. . m the country; middle-aged lady preferred. Ad- 
dressj. S. COLLINS ; Giesmar, La. 1.3898 



-mANTRD-^A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
V ▼ and mechanic for Mexico ; can fumiah good refer- 
encea. Addreas JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland atreet. 

1-34.98 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; atrictly 
sober: beat of city referencea. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-34.98 



w 



ANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
. . aaaiatant manager on a sngar or cotton plantation: 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, cctc 
Magaxine street. New Orleans, La. ^^ 



W 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the cominr season. Have had five yeara' cxperi- 
^ce and can furniah good referencea. Addreas U. 
WEBRS, Central, La. i-so-fg 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS YARDMAN OE 

V girdener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLS, 1938 St. Louis street, city. 
i-ai-9S 



TXTANTED-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
* * man as assistant overseer on a sngsr plantation. 
Referencea required. McCRACKSN BROS.. Eols 
La. i-3»96 



WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK*, 
keeper or other clerical position on sugar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaka Knglish and Krench; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX. P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work; be»t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 834 First 
street. New Orleans. MS-98 



WANTED-POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; hsa had five vears' experience aa both; 
best of references lurnished. Address A., care this 
office. ^ 1-17-38 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 

* T sistant enirineer: has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Addreas F 



O, W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 



I- 18^ 



-WTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^ * haa had seven years' experience ; can furnish good 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street. 1 1(98 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 

1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of i8dB; 
At references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUg- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-9B 



ANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, aa carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good referencea. Adrress 
BOX73, Bston Rouge, La. 1-11-98 



W 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
jgood references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

1-11-98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar house ss chief; twenty-five years' 
experience in erecting and operating augar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate aalary. Addren 
ENGINEER ao3o, thU office. 1 • 1 1^ 



WANTED-A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charge of the chemical work of a angar factory; 
graduate ofthe Asricnltural College of Utah, with about 
two years' expenence aa assistant chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Station. Addreaa P. O. BOX 433, Logan, 
Utih. ^ 'i-ir^ 



WANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
family aa general jard man, city or coimtry. 
Address P. S., 130 N . Fj anklin street, city. i • 13-98. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
erect, repair or operate machinery on angar or 
rice plantation; aatisfaction guaranteed. Addreas W. 
C B., 537 Henry Clsy avenue. New Orleana. i -5-98 ^. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 
1898, by a man of long ezperlenoe, who can 
fnmish reference. Address A« D. LACY, Patterson, 
tfU I -3-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sngar plantation for 18^, by a 
single yonng man with four years' experience; handles 
labor anccessfnlly ; is well versed In cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work: habits strictly temperste; 
best references furnished. Address •* OVERSEER,'* 
care of A. Koehrits, Aaslstaat Postmaater, Napoleon- 
vlllc. La. 1S-30-97 



BY THE 

ELLINGTON PLANTING CO., Ltd. 

aiO NORTH PBTBBS 8TBBBT, 

One Leeds Sugar Mill and Engine. 

Front Mill— 3 tollcra, 30 In. bjr 4 ft. 8 In. 
journals 9x1 a in. Back Mill— 2 rollers 43 in. by 
5 ft., journaU 14x20 in. Compound gearing 
12 in. face. Engine 18 in. by 5 ft. 

One Yarjran Triple Effect, each with 55 three 
inch tubes. 

All in firtt-daaa condition. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The LOUISIANA PLANTER 



AND 



DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR, RICE AND OTHER AGRICaLTURAT . INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. 



Vol. XX. 



NEW ORLEANS, IjA., APRIL 9, 1898. 



No. 15. 
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AMD 
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Sygar FkuiUn' A99ociaHon, 



i90Bn9hn Branch Sugar PtanterB* M890ciaihn, 
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BT THE 

LOUISIANA PLANTBR AND 8UQAR 
MANUFACTURBR CO. 

general, and to 



Oaroled to Louisiana A^^colture in _ 

the Sugar Industry In particular, and In all Its 
branches. AgrlcuIturaJ, Mechanical, Chem- 
u, Irolitlcal and Commercial. 

BDrroRZAL corps: 



cnes, i 
leal, 



, C. STUBBS, Ph. D. 
, W. FUOH. 



W. I. THOMPSON. 
JOHN DYMOND. 

1 at the Posloffice at New Orleans as second-class 
mail matter, July 7, 1888. 

I of Subscription (including postage) ^3 00 

Foreign Subscription ^ 4 00 

ADVBRTISINO RATBS. 



Space 1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



1 inch 

1 Inch 

8 Inch 

4 Inch 

• Inch 

8 Inch..„ 

7 Inch.... 

• Inch 

9 inch 

10 Inch 

HnM Pagei.... 
FiOI Page..... 



I 6 00 
9 60 
14 50 
19 00 
23 50 
98 00 

39 50 
36 00 
38 00 

40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



t 12 50 
24 00 

36 20 

47 50 

58 75 

70 00 

81 15 

90 00 

95 00 

100 00 

150 00 

250 00 



\ 18 75 

36 00 

54 40 

71 25 

88 15 

105 00 

121 75 

135 00 

142 50 

150 00 

225 00 

400 00 



t 25 00 

48 00 

72 50 

95 00 

117 50 

140 00 

162 50 

180 00 

190 00 

200 0(1 

300 00 

500 00 



All communications should be addressed to The 
LouittAMA PzJkMTBX, 339 Csrondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



McCaU Broth( 



Brothers, 

McCall A Legendre, 
Loon Godchaux, 
lames Teller, 
B. L*emann A Bro. 
Loonce Soniat, 
Lonis Bush, 
W, B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Dnsilel Thompson, 
FooaA Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Lndns Forsyth Jr., 
BdwardJ. Gay, 
Shattnch A Hoffman, 
Bmlle Host, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
SckmldtAZiegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. 8. Olark, 
J, B. I^erert, 
Simpson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. Sutdlffe, 

iohn S. Moore, 
ames C. Murphy, 
ot. Webre, 



LIST OP 5TOCKtlOLDBR8« 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Bills, 
Hero A Malhiot, 



W;J. Behan, 

tT, Moore, Jr., 
dwards A tiaubtman, 
iohn A. Morris, 
). H. Cunningham 
R. Vlterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B.AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson« 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUiken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesln A. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BXBCUTITK COMMITTBB: 



Henry McCall. 
Lodon Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



Sus^ar PJantins: in Barbados. 

In a recent review of the su^ar indus- 
try of Louisiana Le Journal des Fabric- 
ants de Sucre, of Paris, expressed consid- 
erable wonderment at finding that there 
were still some horse mills in operation in 
Louisiana. As we are now the second 
sugar-producing country in the world 
and are beginning to use large figures 
in describing our production, we in turn 
are struck with the smallness of some 
of the sugar factories given in the data 
that come to us from the West Indies. 
The subjoined clipping from the Dem- 
erara Argosy concerning a little sugar 
plantation in Barbados is quite striking. 
The possibility of a reciprocity treaty 
with the United States is sufficient to 
keep this little ten-acre plantation still 
in the sugar industry, the judges decid- 
ing that it would be criminal to abandon 
the estate under the present hopeful 
outlook. The clipping is as follows : 

The jfigures in a case brought before the 
Court of Appeal, Barbados, last week, show 
how a sugar estate in the neighboriog colony can 
ff et legal protection when the nominal owner 
is in flnancial difficulty, no matter how small 
the estate may be— sufficient, that sugar is 
made upon it. The motion before the court 
was that the cultivation of the estate should he 
abandoned, as the receiver had spent $457 
upon it last year and the crop had realized 
only $161. The area was ten and one-third 
acres, of which two and one-half were in ^^rab 
land.^^ The estate would not fetch more than 
£8 an acre. The motion was opposed; and 
counsel argued that though last year's crop 
was poor, the crop this year was likely to be a 
good one — something like eight hogsheads. 
Such beluK the case *' it would be criminal to 
abandon the estate," especially *'with the 

f*eat prospects of a reciprocity treaty with 
merica." The three judges decided that the 
estate should have the opportunity of getting 
the advantage of reciprocity. 



The Louisiana Cane Crop. 

Another cool wave, accompanied and 
preceded by more or less rain, was 
chronicled throughout the sugar district 
this week, but in no locality does the 
temperature seem to have fallen suffi- 
ciently low to inflict serious damage on 
the crop. While the growth of the 
young cane has been checked, and its 
advancement is not so rapid as is gener- 



ally the case at this season, which is 
proverbially one of warm sunshine and 
refreshing showers, the showing made 
is excellent, taken as a whole. Spring 
plant alone comes in for some criticism, 
owing to the gappy stand it is exhibiting 
in some localities, and which is gener- 
ally believed to have been caused by the 
exceedingly wet and inclement weather 
which prevailed when it was planted, 
rather than to any defect in the seed 
cane itself. 



TheCliange in Sugar Selling Methods* 

In a recent letter to a gentleman in the 
West Indies, which we find printed in 
The Christopher Advertiser y we find a very 
lucid statement of the wonderful change 
that has come about in sugar selling 
methods during the last decade or two, 
and of the evil results that now follow 
from sales made without taking these 
new features into account. 

The letter is written by Mr. John 
Farr, a well-known New York sugar im- 
porter and a merchant of the highest 
standing. He discusses the situation in 
his letter as follows : 

In other times, when we had no sugar trust, 
and when there were comparatively few 
beet sugars, and cables were rarely used, it 
was the custom for planters and shippers from 
all parts of the world to consign their produce 
for sale to such markets as afforded the best 
advantages. The sugars were sampled on arri- 
val, submitted to a large number of competing 
refiners and were sold on their merits to the 
refiners offering the best price. Brokers' of- 
fices were then busy places, samples of sugar 
arriving from Cuba, Java, or the other sugar 
producing countries were exposed for sale on 
their counters, and the brokers were enabled 
to exercise their skill as salesmen in getting 
the best results. These are what we can truth- 
fully refer to as the good old days, but " Tern- 
pora mutantur^^ and most of the world has 
changed with them. 

The immense growth of the beet sugar in-> 
dustry in £nrope brought about the loss of the 
English market for cane sugar, and the natural 
tendency of capital to seek consolidation and 
reduce expenses, which resulted in the forma- 
tion of the sugar trust, and thereby destroyed 
all competition, has almost ruined this market 
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lor shippers of sugar. Most produeins: coun« 
tries have recognized ttiis fact and nine- tenths 
of the sugar received in this country are sold 
prior to shipment at prices satisfactory to the 
seller, with the result that sugars arriving here 
unsold are surplus supplies, and are practi- 
cally at the mercy of the refiners, who use 
them as a cluh with which to depress prices in 
the main producing countries as much as pos- 
sible. Cuba, Java, Demerara and Barbados, 
all recognize this fact and their sugars are sold 
locally at an average price far better than 
could be obtained if shipped here unsold. 
There are some places, however, which don't 
seem to see things as they are. and which still 
continue to follow their old-fashioned ways, 
to the disadvantage of themselves and of all 
other sugars, which are naturally affected by 
the low prices realized and the low quotations 
reported on the sale of their produce here. 
Not only do they ship them here unsold, but, 
worst of all, they consign them to their flour 
merchant, or the man whose business is 
bananas, coffee or cocoanut oil. or in other 
words to the so-called ** general commission 
merchant.*' This merchant, whose knowledge 
of the sugar market consists of what he reads 
in the papers, telephones to his brokers that 
be has 500 bags of sugar, just in, per S. 8. 

, and to *'go ahead and sell if The 

rctiner is familiar with the method, has been 
waiting for the steamer to arrive, and promptly 
offers him less than the market, and on the 
brokers reporting this bid he replies by tele- 
phone that it is '^ not worth holding for 1-16 
or 1-8 difference, and to sell,^^ thus creating a 
lower market, not only here, but sentimentally 
affecting all other West India markets. He 
then writes out a plausible letter about his 
prompt sale, etc. 

During the last two weeks we have seen the 
prices of sugar decline three-sixteenths to 
one-quarter cent per pound on forced sales of 
this character of two cargoes of San Domingo 
sugars, and a few lots from the British West 
Indies, made in this way by a dozen of these 
so-called *" general commission merchants,'* 
and the pending arrival of a cargo of San Do- 
mingo or British West India sugars on con- 
signment is looked upon with natural anxiety, 
for it is a *•*' sine qua non '* that^ unless there is 
a particularly strong market, a decline or a 
check in any advance is always sure, and a 
feeling of relief is experienced if the sugars 
realize the current market value. 

In these days, if iC man has trouble with his 
eyes, he goes to an eye doctor, not to a gen- 
eral practitioner, and if the conditions are so 
unfortunate that it is necessary for a planter to 
send his sugars up to be sacrificed at the altar 
of the trust, let him at least sbip his sugars to a 
sugar merchant, whose specialtj' is to be famil- 
iar with the conditions which underlie the mar- 
ket, and who will use his knowledge and ex- 
perience and judgment for the benetit of his 
clients, not only in connection with (he lot in 
hand, but in protecting the market, as far as 
possible, for the balance of their crop. 

This slipshod method of sending consign- 
ments to *'Tom, Dick and Harry ** has done 
much to add to the natural depression of the 
sugar trade, and many a West Indian merchant 



may trace the loss of his estates to the fact that 
his produce has been improperly marketed 
and handled here. 

Mistakes are. of course, natural, and criti- 
cism is easy, but the men who make a business 
of sugar and nothing else are less likely to err 
than those who are not, from the nature of 
things in touch with the situation, and my object 
in writing this is to strongly urge upon you 
the importance, both to yourself and your fel- 
low-planters and the trade generally, to place 
your shipments in the hands of the people 
w*ho make sugar their business, if your mar- 
ket does not afford the opportunity of selling 
your sugar locally. 

How Pumping Masse Cuite May In- 
jure Crystallization. 

Hawaii, H. I., March 9, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: In your issue of 
February 19 I see that you have printed that 
letter of mine. f. e., ^' No. 4 Sugars in Tanks ;^^ 
well, never mind. 

Since writing we have filled four compart- 
ments with No. 4 sugars. The masse cuite 
was boiled in a pan, as usual, and drained 
through a 6x12- inch cast iron flume to the 
tank. The result has been satisfactory, the 
masse cuite graining nicely and not foaming, 
as it did after being pumped. 

I now consider the ill effects produced 
through pumping to have been caused as 
follows : 

The 4-inch discharge pipe from pump dis- 
charged the masse cuite at the top of the tank, 
each stroke causing the molasses to be spray- 
ed, or spattered, from the pipe until it reached 
the bottom. As hot water is sometimes cooled 
by being sprayed into the air, the same effects 
took place with our molasses; and if this was 
boiled stiff, and at a low temperature, it was 
sufliciently cooled to form fine grains. Had 
our discharge pipe reached the bottom of the 
tank the effects might have been different. 

We are drying Xo. 4 sugar from the tank 
now: boiled in September last. It is good 
sugar, and centrifugals well; the reason for 
this being that we boiled lighter, and the 
cooling did not cause the molasses to become 
thick enough to form grains. From our pres- 
ent experience I think we have solved the 
causes for our troubles of last year, and in 
future will try and discharge molasses from a 
pan in as large a volume and with as little 
agitation as possible. Occidental. 



Trade Notes. 



C. 5. Burt Company.— This enterprising 
firm, which handles here the celebrated Stirl- 
ing boiler, reports to us that the popularity of 
these boilers continues to increase, and that 
they are being adopted rapidly by the sugar 
planters, both in Louisiana and elsewhere, 
their reasonable cost, excellent construction 
and splendid results in steam production 
making them prime favorites everywhere. 
Among recent contracts they mention to us 
that they have closed a deal with that well- 
known planter, Mr. Florian Waguespack, for 
2r)0 horse-power Stirling boilers to be erected 



on his Laurel plantation. The boilers will l>e 
for the bagasse burners, and will be fitted with 
auxiliary furnaces for coal. Mr. A. L. Monnot, 
of the Vaufrey plantation, has also contracted 
with them for 1000 horse-power Stirling 
boilers. Mr. Monnot takes out every old boiler 
in his house and replaces them with the Stirl- 
ing. This is doing well, and we congratulate 
the Stirling Company, and their energetic 
agents, the C. S. Burt Company. 

Belt Dressing.— The Whitney & Sloo Com- 
pany desire to call the attention of all users of 
belts to their Polar Belt Drbssino. which 
they claim is a perfect leather preservative, 
giving life and firmness to the fibre and du- 
rability to the belt, while the power applied is 
fully transmitted and much wear and strain on 
the machine avoided. The belts are kept soft 
and pliable and will not crack, while the ten- 
sion is not affected by the changes in tempera- 
ture. This dressing is recommended also for 
use on rubber belts. It is put up in 50, 75 and 
100-pound cans and the Whitney & Sloo Com- 
pany will be glad to send descriptive circulars 
concerning it. 

Rice as a Money Crop. 

Mr. Henry Weil, in a letter to the Gk>ld8boro 
(N. C.) Argus^ urges the farmers of North 
Carolina to put every available acre into rice 
culture. He says : 

^' There is one crop which bids fair to be the 
most profitable one under existing conditions, 
and that is the rice crop— a good many years— 
for reaaons easily explained. Statistics show 
that the United States has only grown about 
one-fourth of the rice she consumes, and of 
late years barely one-eighth. One reason is 
that this crop can only be grown in a small 
portion of about four States, to-wit, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Louis* 
iana. In the second place, the low import 
duty on rice for many years paat has made it 
easy for China, Japan and other rice-growing 
countries to invade our markets and sell the 
article at such low prices as to make it on* 
profitable for our farmers to compete with 
them. Now the conditions are changed. Our 
last Congress put a duty equal to 84 cents per 
bushel on rough rice. This, with the freight 
charges from foreign countries, will give our 
planters a protection equal to fifty cents per 
bushel, and just as long as tiiis duty remains in 
force our rice planters may gather a rich har- 
vest. Good upland rice was readily selling at 
ninety cents per bushel this season, while low- 
land rice sold as high as $1.30 per bushel. The 
secretary of the Carolina Rice Mills in this city 
informs us that they bought the rice crop of 
four farmers living on the Cape Fear river for 
which they paid, in the agregate, the sum of 
$30,500. One planter in Wayne county sold 
*his crop, grown on about forty acres, for 
$1800. and several others in this county real- 
ized from $30 to $50 per acre. Aside from 
these sums realized, rice straw is selling at 
$8 per ton, and reckoning two tons per acre 
is a moderate estimate. The average of rice 
planted should realize $50 to $60. — Gueydan 
News, 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special CorrespoDdebce.j 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather of 
the past few days has been unusually cool for 
the season, the mercury getting down to 40 
deg. both Tuesday and Wednesday nights, 
according to liOcal Observer Parii's offlcial 
"record. At other points in the parish still 
lower temperature was recorded, Hon. Henry 
McCall reporting that the mercury in the 
thermometer on the north exposure of the 
Evan Hall residence descended to 36 Tuesday 
night, dangerously near the freezing line. It 
is hoped the present cool wave will be the last 
of the season, and that the warmer tempera- 
ture needed to propagate the growth of sugar 
cane will henceforth be vouchsafed us. My 
thermometer marks 56 deg. at 10 o*clocl£ this 
(Thursday) morning, with a rising tendency. 

A rainfall of 0.60 of an inch on Monday 
yielded a quantum of moisture to the cane 
fields of this section which has been very 
l)eneflciaU and occasional repetitions of the 
visitation, accompanied by the rising tempera- 
ture just suggested, would vastly improve the 
outlook with reference to our staple crop. 

Observer Park's meteorological summary 
for March shows a total rain precipitation of 
only 0.55 of an inch, and a light frost on the 
morning of the 5th ultimo. Since the begin- 
ning of April there have been two rainy days, 
the precipitation having reached 0.25 on the 
1st, and 0.60 on the 5th instant. 

The river has risen jast two and one-half 
feet during the paat week, the gauge showing 
this morning a stage of 23.5 at>ove extreme 
low water mark. The figures on the same 
date last year were 28.5 feet. One observer 
•Unds pat on his prediction of a 28-foot stage 
from the coming freshet, and thinks the differ- 
ence, if any, will be in the nature of a short- 
age rather than an excess. 

The monthly meeting of the Ascension 
Branch of the Sugar Planters* Association of 
Louisiana was held last Tuesday and proved 
very satisfactory in its character and results. 
The president, Hon. Henry McCall, occupied 
the chair, Secretary-Treasurer F. B. Lemann 
was at his post, and the following members 
were present : Messrs. Bernard Lemann, Capt. 
John T. Nolan. Walter I. Barton, Myer Le- 
mann, E. N. Pugh, Henry C. Brand, Dr. W. 
M. McGalliard and T^. E. Bentley. After 
reading and approval of the minutes of 
the February meeting, reception of the 
treasurer's report and consideration of the 
financial condition of the association, at- 
tention was given a communication from a 
number of ladies, belonging to the families of 
members, asking the privilege of visiting the 
MBOclation's reading room at specified hours 
daily, Sundays and meeting days excepted. 
The proposition was discussed to some extent, 
and on Mr. Brand's motion the communication 
was respectfully received and laid over for 
farther consideration at next meeting. 

It was deemed proper that an innovation of 
such Importance should be given mature 
tboQght, and that absent members should have 



an opportunity of expressing concurrence or 
dissent before the matter was definitely de- 
cided. 

llie subjects of the annual ball and dinner 
were next debated, and it soon became appar- 
ent that the sentiment in favor of giving both 
entertainments was virtually unanimous as to 
the members In attendance. Mr. Brand moved 
that the president name a committee of seven 
on ball, with full power. Mr. F. B. Lemann 
seconded the motion, which was adopted with- 
out opposition. Mr. Barton moved for a com- 
mittee of five on dinner, with unrestricted 
authority, and Mr. Pugh's second was fol- 
lowed by unanimous concurrence in the mo- 
tion. President McCall appointed the follow- 
ing: 

Ball commitee, F. B. Lemann, Paul Leche, 
W. I. Barton, C. Kline, G. A. Gondran, Jno. 
T. Nolan, Jr., W. W. Barron. 

Dinner committee, Dr. John D. Hanson, 
Henry C. Braud. Col. A. D. Vega, L. E. Bent- 
ley and Lem. Levi. 

The ball will probably take place dnring the 
last week of the current month. The dinner 
will be a closing feature of the annual meeting 
on the first Tuesday of May, the 3d proximo, 
when the election of ofiicers is to be held. 
These entertainments will be looked forward 
to with great interest by the community, and 
are expected to exercise much influence in 
promoting the welfare of the virile branch of 
the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[Special Correspondenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been variable dnring the past week, but on 
the whole satisfactory, particularly as a good 
rain fell Monday night. It was badly needed, 
for not only was March a dry and windy 
month, but much of the ground had been 
planted in cane while it was wet imd became 
so closely packed that the young cane could 
scarcely come through, and land ploughed for 
com was very rough. The rainfall for March 
was .72, highest temperature 92 degrees and 
lowest 32. 

There is still some complaint about the 
spring plant, and we are told that the trouble 
is not due to the seed cane, but to the circum- 
stances or condition of weather attending and 
immediately following its planting. Stubbles 
are in splendid condition, and so also is the 
fall plant. The bad cane seems to be that 
which was planted a little before a very heavy 
rain and the injury is attributed to the rain. 

Corn is up to a full stand and so far we have 
not heard of a single instance where it has had 
to be replanted. 

The Iberville South, of Plaquemine, in com- 
menting on the fact that one day last week 
two Western steamboats put off 140 packages 
of freight at Plaquemine, said, " this speaks 
well, for our merchants," but failed to add what 
it told about our planters and farmers. By far 
the greater number of these packages were 
feed, and when we consider that only a part of 
the feed comes by boats and only a very small 
part of that for Iberville parish is landed at 
Plaquemine, it will be seen that an immense 



amount of produce comes to this parish which 
with a little more care and attention could be 
raised at home without interfering with the 
sugar output in the least. 

Mr. George R. Murrell was at New Orleans 
this week presumably on the lookout for the 
betterment of the Tally-Ho sugar honse. 
Among other improvements to be put in there 
this year is a crusher, and the work will not 
cease till Tally-Ho arrives at that degree of 
perfection beyond which there Is none. 

The J. Supple Sons Planting Company, Lim- 
ited, sold their old five-roller mill to Messrs. 
B. F. Bourgeois & Sons, of Pointe Coupee, 
who will erect it in their Stonewall sngar 
house. This mill was first erected at the Cora 
plantation, and after doing good service there 
for several years was sold to Mrs. Catherine 
Supple, who used it at the Catherine sugar 
house in connection with another three-roller 
mill for dye years. It is a splendid mill and 
was taken out only to make room for a larger 
plant, and it will insure the Messrs. Bourgeois 
a first-class extraction. 

Hon. N. C. Blanchard, wife and daughter 
were the guests of Hon. James A. Ware, of 
Belle Grove, this week. 

Mr. Edward Desobry, of Plaquemine, for- 
merly proprietor of the Irion plantation, is 
devoting his attention now to truck farming. 

The police jury at its last meeting passed an 
ordinance making the owners of sheep run- 
ning at large on the public road liable for any 
damages done to growing crops by the sheep. 

IBERYILLB. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: If Chief Clerk 
Kerkam can't do any better than he has been 
doing during the past week he ought to turn 
his attention to some other vocation. The 
planters are beginning to complain, and justly 
so, too, of the miserable weather with which 
they have been afflicted for some time past. 
Field work— that is, where any has been done 
at all— has been prosecuted under unfavorable 
circumstances. Last Monday evening, after a 
warm, showery day, the wind veered to the 
northwest, bringing the usual cold spell, which 
has prevailed up to this writing (Thursday 
morning), and which has kept tlie mercury 
chasing back and forth from the 60s to the low 
40s, a temperature not at all conducive to the 
rapid growth of vegetation. Owing to the 
cold, wet ground, cane has been almost at a 
standstill during the past three weeks. One 
planter remarked a few days ago that it had 
been that long since he had struck a lick of 
work in his field. Another complained that he 
bai not yet been able to plant a grain of com. 
And so it goes. Complaints of every sort 
come in thick and fast. 

Manager Kivault, of Cinclare, is one of the 
few who has no kick to make. He says the 
prospects are all fiattering down on (Cinclare, 
and that as soon as the prevailing spell of had 
weather passes away, everything will be found 
in good shape in this neck of the woods. 
There can be no doubt about the fact that 
there will be a decided improvement in the 
status of the cane as soon as warm, dry 
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weather Bets in. Quite a number of planters 
were attracted to the court house last Monday 
as witnesses in the suit of A. J. Sharp et als, 
vs. Aug. Levert, involving certain drainage 
rights in connection with the two plantations 
of which these gentlemen -are proprietors. 
The outcome of this suit, which is still pend- 
ing, will be watched with intense interest by 
several planters in the lower portion of the 
parish, who are vitally interested in it, no 
matter what the decision of the court may be. 

Mr. R. G. Comeaux, a prominent planter of 
Iberville, was a witness in the Sharp-Levert 
drainage suit last Monday. 

Hon. V. M. Lefebvre, one of the best known 
and most popular planters in the parish, visited 
Port Allen Monday. 

The river continues to rise at this point with 
a rapidity that is anything but pleasant to 

West Baton Rouge. 

Terrebonne. 

[Special OorrespoQdeoce.! 

Editor LouUiana Planter: Contrary to wishes 
and expectations, March terminated with the 
temperature below the normal, and the first 
week in April has been cold for the season, and 
vegetation has been been retarded in conse- 
quence. Fortunately seasonable precipitation 
was had in the major portion of the parish, 
yet in the lower portion the rainfall was lim- 
ited. 

Notwithstanding the change in temperature 
canes, both plant and stubble, make their ap- 
pearance, the ratoons in greater abundance 
than the spring plantings. The rain was a 
very seasonable one, although not enough to 
thoroughly saturate the larger clods, yet it was 
such as to put the stubble rows in a splendid 
condition, and plant canes can be scraped to 
advantage. The cold weather will check 
the growth of the early corn and it will 
change in color should it continue. 

Fortunately conditions are such that field 
work can be rapidly advanced, and every ad- 
vantage should be taken of it to fertilize both 
plant and ratoons as rapidly as possible and 
middies ploughed out to insure clean fields by 
the first of May, after which grass will grow 
apace when showery weather begins, a con- 
dition to be looked for at that season. 

Every acre of cane destined for the mill 
should be fertilized as soon as possible, to give 
the nitrogen time to undergo the necessary 
chemical change and be converted into nitric 
acid, in which form it is generally taken up by 
the plant. Small applications of fertilizers as 
a rule give very unsatisfactory results, from the 
fact that the limited amount of nitrogen tends 
to give a luxuriant leaf development early, 
and when the stalk elongations should be rapid, 
the necessary plant food has been largely ex- 
hausted, and short joints are found in conse- 
quence, and as a final result the tonnage yield 
per acre is unsatisfactory. 

Thus far but little has been done in the way 
of factory repairs and alterations. Capt. J. J. 
Shaffer, of Magnolia, is to renew a battery of 
boilers, and at Southdown, the estate of the 
late Mr. H. C. Minor, the heating surfaces are 
to be enlarged. 



Judge Caillouet is now holding court; but 
the business to be transacted is limited. Some 
planters are already taking advantage of the 
high stage of the river and getting their annual 
supply of coal, and others are floating and 
some cutting wood. The time will come when 
such employs will be reduced to a minimum or 
entirely dispensed with in high -typed fac- 
tories. 

Wednesday of last week it rained ; Thursday, 
cold, with a sprinkle; Friday cold, with local 
showers; Saturday and Sunday, continued low 
temperature for the season ; Monday, favora- 
ble during the early part of the day, and 
dashes of rain after night; Tuesday, variable 
and cool, and Wednesday cloudy and wintry 
for April. 

The ofiicial record for the month of March, 
at Schriever, shows a maximum tempera- 
ture of 86 on the 27th, the minimum of 
35 deg. on the 4th, with a total precipitation 
of 2.16 inches, with prevailing winds from the 
south. 

The ofiicial weather report for the week from 
Schriever is as follows : 

Temperature. Sunshine Rainfall. 

March 28 80.0 67.0 100 

" 29 82.0 66.0 76 07 

** 30 76.0 60.0 50 64 

" 31 66.0 45.0 100 07 

April 1 52.0 47.0 50 12 

** 2 60.0 42.0 75 39 

'* 3 73.0 42.0 76 

69.0 52.5 76 1.29 

Terrebonne. 



Avoyelles. 

fSpeolal Oorretpondence.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The planting com- 
munity of this and the adjoining parishes have 
become restless over the extreme wet and dis- 
agreeable weather which has prevailed for the 
past ten days. 

It was surmised by those who till the soil, 
that with the advent of April, a drier and 
fairer season would come with it to bless their 
efforts. But it seems that the planters are 
doomed to disappointment. Though the second 
and third were moderately fair, but none too 
dry— in reality not fully dry enough for obtain- 
ing the l)est results at ploughing and planting 
^tinie was too valuable to be lost and the 
farmers went out bright and early ploughing 
corn and planting cotton, working as it were 
against the fates to finish before another rain 
should fall and cause them further delays. 
However, on the afternoon of the 6th inst., the 
clouds gathered thick and dark, sending down 
a heavy April shower, driving men and teams 
to shelter, bringing on further serious delays. 
A valued friend has placed The Planter 
scribe under obligation for some very interest- 
ing facts gleaned from the Home Place planta- 
tion and the Meeker sugar factory. In regard 
to the crops on the Home Place plantation and 
the vicinity, my intelligent informant says: 
''The crop prospects are excellent; better than 
for many years. Plant cane is showing a 
splendid stand, which is not strange when it is 
considered that the seed was in exceptionally 
good condition when planted. This, with fav- 
orable weather, has brought abont fine results. 



This parish (Rapides) is promised some- 
thing which it has not had for the past three 
years— that is, a fine stubble crop. And judging 
from present indications, this parish will grow 
the largest corn crop ever known in its history. 

The Home Place plantation is this year un- 
der the immediate supervision of Dr. S. F. 
Meeker, and the splendid condition of the 500 
acres of plant cane and 350 acres of stubble 
cane on the place is sufficient evidence of Dr. 
Meeker's ability as a successful planter. 

The Meeker factory handled last season 
35,200 tons of cane besides considerable syrup 
from Chetwood factory. The factory this year 
will be prepared to work not less than 60,000 
tons, based on a daily capacity of 1000 tons. 

The cane to satisfy the ever increasing ap- 
petite of the splendid nine-roller mill will be 
partly furnished by the Home Place, and in 
addiiion to this there has been contracted for, 
30,000 tons grown in the neighborhood, and 
reached by the factory's tramways; and some- 
what more than 10,000 tons to be delivered by 
the Texas & Pacific Railroad. 

Mr. F. G. Drouet who. with Dr. Meeker, is 
acting as executor of the estate of the late J. 
H, Meeker, has earned for himself an enviable 
reputation as an energetic and successful busi- 
ness manager. He is ably assisted by head 
book-keeper Waddil, with Mr. Robert 8tonn 
as chief engineer and master mechanic. The 
word "fail" is not known in the vocabulary of 
the Home Place. 

With regard to the Meeker factory consider- 
able improvements are to be made, preceded 
by the drying of nearly a million pounds of 
sugar left over in tanks from last season. 
Among other improvements contemplated \a 
converting the double into a triple effect and 
adding an additional vacuum pan. a number of 
centrifugals, erecting a number of l>oiler8 and 
also a large superheater and new pumps. The 
tramways will be extended to reach new placet 
and fields of cane, laid with steel rails no 
lighter than twenty- five pounds to the ymrd* 
Progress is the watchword on the Home 
Place plantation and in the Meeker sugar 
factory. 

The Chetwood factory, belonging to Mr. B« 
V. Weems, will have an additional eight-foot 
pan put in this se^ison, and some other minor 
improvements will be made. 

Mr. Robert Storm has, among other press- 
ing duties, this spring designed a remelting 
and refining syrup plant, for a firm in Shreve* 
port, with a capacity of 600 barrels, said to be 
the largest in the State. It also includes' a 
cider and vinegar factory. Erin. 



Vermilion. 

I Special Ccire^pondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: There has been 
but little change in the general condition of 
the weather since my last week's letter. The. 
cave of winds has again been opened and old 
Boreas in his unrelenting fury has swept down 
upon us. The change very unexpectedly came 
about 12 o'clock last night. A very heavy rala 
fell here yesterday afternoon about 4 o^clook 
and afterward the thermometer ran up to 80 
deg., which made general surroundings very 
I uncomfortable, but those who retired with 
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little or no proYlsion for covering last ni^bt 
were very much surprised when they were 
itwakened from their slumbers at 1 o'clock this 
morning to find the mercury falling at the rate 
of 10 deg. per hour. At 6 o'clock this morning 
the thermometer registered 55 deg. and has 
varied but little during the day. This cool 
snap will retard the growth of the general 
crop, but will have a more marked effect on 
the com crop than any other. The cool spell 
we bad about ten days ago caused the com 
that was then up to turn red, and this second 
spell coming on before it recovered from the 
first backset will check the growth entirely. 
Cane has turned a little yellow, but the 
growth, which is very brisk, does not seem to 
be retarded in the least. The prospects for a 
good cane crop this year are very promising 
and some of our local mills are already begin- 
ning to make improvements in the way of 
narrow-gauge railroads for handling cane 
daring the grinding season of 1898-99. Mr. 
Martin Bagley is now constructing a road in 
the Bice Cove neighborhood, a few miles from 
his Ramsey refinery, w^hich will greatly assist 
the cane growers in that section in delivering 
their present crop. General improvements 
are being asked for all along the I. & V. R. R. 
in the way of extension of switches and better 
derrick facilities. 

Our correspondent drove out with Mr. L. 
Sokoloski to Delcambre, twelve miles east from 
Abbeville, on the I. & V. road, a few days ago, 
and Mr. D. Delcambre, who controls about 
13,000 tons of cane at that place, said he could 
not possibly handle the present and increased 
orop unless he could get greater ttSLCk room 
^lan the Southern Pacific Company had been 
giving him. He also stated that Pouflette and 
Lees will need more track room to handle the 
crop. 

On our return we stopped at Erath and Le- 
Blanc's switch and found the same require- 
ments prevailing at those places. At £rath 
more hoisting facilities are needed and at Le- 
Blanc^s both track room and hoisting facilities 
are needed. We donU anticipate any trouble 
in getting all the track room that is necessary 
trotn the railroad company, and with this con- 
oession the crop can be easily handled. 

Rice farmers are pushing the preparation of 
their lands for the reception of the seed ; some 
of the more thrifty have seeded a part of their 
lands, which is already up to a good stand. 
Levee building and general repair work is be- 
ing done. The Vermilion Development Com- 
pany, of Gueydan, La., is renovating their 
oanal by putting in new underdrains and 
alphons and other necessary repair work. 
Work is being pushed on the new canal being 
built by the same company, mention of which 
has been made in these columns before. 

P. C. M. 



St. Mary. 

• Editor Louisiana Planter: The corn and cane 
4Sropfl, in their primary stages, show a splendid 
itand, with promises of a good yield from an 
^ormonsly increased acreage. St. Mary will 
of course hald her own as the banner sugar 
parish of Louisiana. 
Tti» crops in the Cypremort country are 



fully up to the standard of former years in 
quality, with a much larger acreage than was 
ever planted before. There was never a crop 
failure in that locality, and as long as present 
conditions exist there never will be, and if the 
police jury can be induced to dredge out the 
waterways of St. Mary, agricultural efforts 
will be a complete success every year in every 
locality, because the absence of rain will find a 
substitute in pumping stations, where water is 
needed to nourish the growing crops. 

The few cool days of last week did not in- 
jure the cane to any great extent. Nothing 
short of an out-and-out freeze could do the 
cane harm, and it is too late in the season to 
think of that. 

To the regret of his many friends in Frank- 
lin, Mr. John J. Pringle will not return here 
after this season. He has sold his plantations 
in this Sfkte and will leave here in a few days. 
Mr. Pringle has been coming here each winter 
for about thirty years to spend the season with 
us, but he will return no more. His large 
number of friends in Franklin wish him many 
more years of useful life and long- continued 
prosperity wherever he may go. 

At the sheriff's sale of the Pecot plantation 
last Saturday, the property was purchased by 
Capt. John N. Pharr for $82,000. The prop- 
erty was made up of various tracts of land and 
embraces a large area for the cultivation of 
sugar cane. Captain Pharr will retain the ser- 
vices of that excellent manager, Mr. J. W. 
Foote, to look after his interests in that section 
of the parish. The cane produced there will 
be transported to the Glenwild refinery. 

A very important decision, under the bounty 
law, was handed down by the United States 
Court the other day, in the case of Walter J. 
Suthon vs. The United States. Mr. Suthon was 
given judgment for $18,000. His many friends 
here, and this means everybody in St. Mary, 
will be glad to hear of his good fortune.— 
Franklin NewSy March SI . 



Sugar in London. 

There are some slight symptoms of recovery 
in values, but the demand from the trade con- 
tinues poor; in fact, much below the usual 
average at this advanced period of the sugar 
season. The statistical position remains sta- 
tionary, but the latest reports respecting the 
sowings of the new beet crop do not hold out 
any suggestions of an increase of acreage, so 
that there is little or no fear of any fall in 
values. The price of beet seems firmly estab- 
lished at about 9s. per cwt., while white con- 
tinental sugars stand at. the irrelative value 
both for ready and forward delivery, so that 
no alteration is likely to occur in these de- 
scriptions. Cane sugar, on the other hand, is 
relatively dear, owing to the scarcity of some 
kinds, but for this very reason it is unlikely 
that any fall can occur, as, owing to a partial 
failure of the crop in parts of India, and a de- 
mand for cane sugar for America from all 
parts of the world, the supply is not equal to 
the inquiry. As regards grocery West Indian 
sorts a much better price is obtainable in 
America than here, and the stock of these 
kinds in England has fallen to a very low 
level, unfortunately not In quantity but qual- 



ity, and it seriously behooves the Demerara 
planters, more particularly, to bear in mind 
that the public taste for this sugar is l>eing 
rapidly diverted to the far more attractive 
looking yellow crystals made in London. 
With these sugars met with generally, and 
pushed for sale at the moderate retail price of 
l>^d. and l>^d. per pound, it is ridiculous to 
suppose that the public will retain a prefer- 
ence for sugar which, beyond being cane, has 
nothing to recommend it in appearance or in 
saccharine strength. 

At times it may be the result of the juice 
working badly, but it is to be feared more 
often than not that the imperfect crystalliza- 
tion of Demerara is caused by want of care 
and an unduly hurried process of manufacture. 
The present value of crystallized West Indian 
sugar, which is unduly high (not from its 
superior excellence, but purely from short 
supply), is now at least Is. per cwt. above the 
price of fine German granulated, and fully 6d. 
per cwt. above the price of refiners^ yellow 
crystals. Without entering into the question 
of relative value, it will be suttioient to point, 
out that it is impo^ible for this sugar, at the 
present time, to be retailed throughout the 
country at anything like the price of granu- 
lated. The latter, unfortunately for cane 
growers, is ever increasing in demand, and 
unless some radical alteration takes place in 
supplying this market with sufficient West In* 
dian crystallized of a sort to suit instead of 
offending public taste, the foreign sugar must 
eventually supplant it altogether. The Amer- 
ican demand may be a very useful second 
string for the planters, but they would find 
that, if such a catastrophe took place, once 
the demand for yellow crystallized is lost, it 
would be almost impossible to get it back 
again, and while the English taste for this 
sugar has lasted consistently for years, the 
American requirements are of a comparatively 
new and uncertain character. There were no 
imports of crystallized raws to London for 
the week ending 24th inst., the total for this 
year remaining 5805 tons, against 8065 tons in 
1897. — Produce Markets Bevieio, March 26, 



Gen. W. J. Behan, of the Alhambra planta- 
tion, in the parish of Iberville, was a guest of 
the St. Charles Hotel on Wednesday. 

Mr. Frank T. Nicholls, of Ridgefield planta- 
tion in Assumption parish, was in New Orleans 
on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. J. N. Pharr, son of that highly esteemed 
citizen, Capt. J. N. Pharr, of Glenwild, was in 
the city on a visit a few days ago, and stopped 
at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Gov. H. C. Warmoth, of the Lower Coast, 
was at the St. Charles Hotel on Tuesday. The 
Governor was scheduled, we believe, to show 
the members of the Hotel Men's Association 
what a Louisiana sugar plantation was like, 
and none could do it better. 

Mr. F. L. Maxwell, of Mound, La., was a 
guest of the Grunewald during the past week. 
Mr. C. H. Callery, one; of the leading sugar 
planters of the parish of St. James, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago and slopped at 
the Cosmopolitan. Mr. Callery was accom- 
panied by his wife. 
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FOREION LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Bbrlin, March 19, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The question of the 
weather is gaining more and more in actuality. 
The time for Held worlc, nay even for sowing, 
has approached, but so far very little could be 
done in that line. The week under review 
opened under quite favorable auspices. The 
weather was dry and the temperature rising, 
so that in this vicinity spring seemed de- 
finitively arrived. But the hopes founded on 
these appearances were rudely set at naught, 
lor soon the sky was lowering, the aerial 
warmth sank again to a very low point, and 
the worst of it was that i*ain set in again, and 
the pouring down of it continues at present 
writing. On the other hand, the temperature 
changed anew, so that vegetation of all kinds is 
benefited in a measure, only the commence- 
ment of agricultural operations is again post- 
poned, the soil almost everywhere being 
soaked to a great depth. Not quite so bad it 
seems have been the meteorological conditions 
hi the other European beet countries. In 
Austria they had predominantly dry and warm 
weather, which permitted them to do some 
field work; in France the late snow has been 
rapidly thawed off and an early commence- 
ment of field work is looked for, while Bel- 
gium and Holland had changeable but not ex- 
actly bad weather. Russia reports for the 
first days of the week a continuance of hard 
frost, but toward the close a change in the op- 
posite direction has taken place. As to the 
extent of beet sowings the situation has not 
changed in a notable way, and the opinion that 
there will be practically no variation as com- 
pared with last year is still prevailing In com- 
mercial as well as in industrial circles. 

In February the last beets of the current 
campaign in Germany were worked, and the 
quantity turned into sugar comes very near 
the estimate I wrote you some months ago, the 
figures being 13,698,280 tons, whilst my esti- 
mate was given roundly at 13,700,000 tons. 
The yield so far amounts to 12.89 per cent., 
and is superior by 0.16 per cent, to that of last 
year. With regard to yield, our estimate sur- 
passed the real results of last year only by 0.10 
per cent., but nevertheless it appears quite 
certain that, inclusive of about 95,000 tons 
molasses sugar, the estimate of 1,845,000 tops 
will prove as correct as that of the beet crop. 

The situation with regard to the bounty 
movement has become, especially as far as 
Germany is concerned, of late a little more de- 
fined. A representative of the imperial gov- 
ernment has declared in a commission of the 
Beichstag that only the entire abolition of all 
direct and indirect bounties is the aim aspired 
at by the allied German governments, and 
the one-sided abolition of only the German 
sutwidies would not come into question. In the 

English Parliament the sum of £ has been 

named as proposed to be given in aid to the suf- 
fering West India Islands. It remains to be seen 
if the home government, in the case that the 
bounty conference should not be broun^ht 



about, or if it should prove abortive, like its 
eight predecessors, would grant a bounty to the 
sugar makers of the colonies. For the present, 
the English and the American governments 
are at work to settle the question as to recip- 
rocity treaties. 

From an ofilclal report on the developuienl 
of the French sugar industry in 1896-97 we ex- 
tract the following : There were in the cam- 
paign 1896-97 358 factories in activity, two 
more than in the preceding campaign. Of this 
number there were 314 ordinary factories, and 
forty-four central factories which are connect- 
ed with 102 juice -extracting houses: one fac- 
tory is combined with a dlstlller}\ The num- 
ber of days worked during the campaign 
amounted to 27,505 days, so that in the average 
each factory has worked 76.8 days, as against 
61.8 days in 1895-96. The total number of 
workmen (women and children Included) was 
49,807, against 48,794, or 1013 more than in 
the last campaign. The area planted with 
beets amounted In 1896-97 to 246,204 hectares, 
whilst in the preceding year 204,718 hectares 
were sown. The crop resulting is given at 6,- 
765,000 tons, against 5,411,484 tons in 1895-96. 
The larger crop, however, is not only due to 
the larger area, but also to the better yield per 
hectare, there having been harvested 27.5 
tons to the hectare in the campaign under re- 
view, whilst in 1895-96 the crop to the hectare 
was only 26.4 tons. The average price for the 
beets paid by the factories is caculated at 24.30 
francs per ton, as against 26.43 francs in 1895- 
96; and the aggregate amount the French 
agriculturist obtained for the beets furnished 
to the sugar factories was in 1896-97 164,389,- 
500 francs, equal $32,877,900, against 143,025,- 
525 francs, equal $28,605,100. Of the beets 
worked in the 325 factories, placed under the 
system of taxation called the ** abonnement,*' 
620,274 tons of sugar (refined value) have been 
obtained, which means an effective yield of 
9.99 per cent. In the other thirty -seven fac- 
tories, which preferred the fixed bounly of 7li 
per cent., 47,829 tons of sugar, equal to 8.75 
per cent., have been produced. The total 
yield In all factories is In the average of 9.882 
per cent., as against 10.970 per cent, in the pre- 
ceding year. The so-called excedants — that 
is, that part of the production which enjoyed 
the advantage of a reduced taxation — was 21.4 
per cent., as against 26.88 per cent, in 1895-96, 
which shows that the quality of the beets 
was greatly inferior to that of last year's crop. 
The bounty received accordingly was 6.48 
francs for 100 kilogrammes refined value 
whilst in 1895-96 the amount of 8.06 francs 
was pocketed by the French manufacturer and 
in the following year also by the colonial sugar 
makers. The working capacity of the French 
sugar factories has been increased in the cam- 
paign under review from 54,941 horse- power, 
to 59,783 horse-power in 1896-97. 

In Germany the illumination of sugar facto- 
ries by acetylene is now discussed, and in one 
factory it has been already successfully Intro- 
duced. The light itself is unimpeachable and 
the danger of explosion, which for a certain 
time has prevented it from coming into more 
general use, being now avoided, there seems to 
be no serious objection to its employment in 



the place of coal gas. As a drawback, however, 
IS mentioned the bad smell of the stuff, which 
is said to leak out at all possible and impossi- 
ble fissures, and also the price is a little too 
high, at least for the present, but as soon as 
sufilclent quantities of carbld can be produced 
the cost win be much reduced. There was a 
few days ago In this city an exhibition of ace- 
tylene gas-burning apparatuses, etc., which 
has proved a perfect success, and which no 
doubt will greatly contribute to the extension 
of this '* light of the future.'' 

Of the markets I can only say that in the 
week under review the dullness already re- 
ported has rather increased, for which, how- 
ever, no special reasons can be detected, 
except perhaps the somewhat unsatisfactory 
export figures of Germany for February. 
Holders are getting discouraged, and by their 
offerings and under this pressure the prices 
are declining, so that actual goods are In 
Magdeburg again 10 pfennigs cheaper than 
last week, the quotations being 9.90 to 10.10 
marks, and at Hamburg, 9.00 marks, f. o. b., for 
March delivery, liefined were also quiet and 
12>^ to 25 pfennigs lower. 

Robert Hbnnig. 



British Honduras. 

Toledo, B. H., March 28, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: We have at last 
met with a nice spell of weather, and sugar 
planters are making good use of it to get their 
crops off. Good sugar is the order of the day; 
every planter not only seems to be trying but 
succeeding in raaldng a better quality of sugar 
this crop than usual. Dr. Pearce, on his £1- 
dridge plantation, is making a damp white 
sugar which his sugar boiler is confident will 
test 9S deg. ; he also gets a splendid yield of 
seconds. He is also working over a lot of old 
muscovado sugar he had left over from last 
crop by simply putting a few buckets full of 
it in each clarifier of juice and allowing It to 
go through the same process which the joloe 
does. He also says he will probably melt o?er 
his seconds so as to make nothing but white 
sugar. In this way, the doctor will not com* 
pete with other planters, who are making com- 
mon brown sugar, but will supply the market 
with a grade of sugar which has always been 
imported to the colony, and he will really be 
an advantage to his neighboring planters. 
Provided he holds up the prioe of the 
sugar he practically has a monopoly* 

Perhaps the next innovation of importance 
will be the introduction of green bagasse 
burners. Firewood Is becoming an expensive 
article, not only on account of its scarcity, but 
laborers cheat so in cutting and piling It. 
Also it is difiicult to get at it with carts to 
haul it. It is also expensive handling bagasse, 
and requires much more shed room. The 
trouble so far about introducing this improve* 
ment is that the mills in use in the colony are 
too small and do not get the proper extraction. 
The consumption of sugar in the colony is so 
limited that one plantation large enough to go 
in for modern improvements would furaish 
enough sugar to supply the demand, imless 
the article could be produced here as dhmplf 
as in tlie United States, which it ae^iqft lias 
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not been done so far. Planters here are a 
little uneasy about the war scare in the 
United States for fear it might cut short their 
supply of provisions, which are imported 
almost exclusively from the United States. 
What would cut off the supply of ^provisions 
would also cut off the supply of sugar to the 
Spanish coast and increase the demand from 
here. Tropic. 



Two New Reservoirs on the Nile. 

The Khedive in Council has just approved a 
contract concluded with Messrs. John Aird & 
Co. for the construction of two great dams 
across the Kile for storing and distributing the 
water of the river, one at Assuan, the other at 
Assiut. Both are to be completed in five 
years, and the contractors accept payment of 
£160,000 sterling [per annum for thirty years, 
beginning with the completion of the dams. 

The great dam at Assuan will be pierced 
with sufficient openings to permit of the pas- 
sage of the Nile In flood. In the autumn 
months the sluice gates will gradually be 
closed until the reservoir is full, that is, about 
January or February. From April to the end 
of August, when the demand for water for the 
sugar, rice and cotton crops is at the highest, 
the gates will be gradually opened, and the 
supply of the river will be supplemented by 
the supply of water stored in the reservoir. 
This dam will be over a mile in length and the 
amount of water to be stored is calculated at 
1,065,00,0000 cubic metres. The Assiut dam 
is intended for raising the river level during 
the summer, thus increasing the distributing 
power of the canals in Middle Egypt and the 
Fayum. 

A Cairo correspondent of the London Times 
says : *' It is difficult to estimate the immense 
benefits which will accrue from this scheme. 
The lands which are now without summer irri- 
gation will double in value, and others wbich 
are almost valueless from the want of any 
irrigation will produce large returns to the 
government directly or Indirectly. A further 
most important advantage is that Egypt will 
possess water storage to provide against sea- 
sons of low Nile floods— a matter of vital 
necessity, as the cultivated area is so greatly 
extended that even during seasons of favorable 
flood the present water supply is insufficient 
for the demands of the cultivaiors/'— 3fanti- 
faeturer. 

Col. W. H. Trice, of Lafourche parish, was 
at the St. Charles Hotel on Tuesday last. 

Col. Biohard McCall, of McManor planta- 
. tion in Ascension parish, was a visitor to the 
city during the past week, 

Mr. W. W. Ventress, a prominent sugar 
planter of Iberville parish, was at the Hotel 
Royal a few days ago. Mr. Ventress was 
accompanied by his wife and son. 

Mr. Edw. Wolfbauer, of late chemist at the 
great beet sugar works in Chino, Cal., was 
employed as chemist during the past campaign 
at Mr. Leon Gk>dchaux' flne Elm Hall place in 
Aiscuaption parish. Mr. Wolfbauer has thus 
had an excellent opportunity to contrast two 
splendid, beet and cane sugar factories. 



BEET SUGAR. 



ChIno, California. 

The rain of last Friday night amounted to 
.40 of an inch and was of incalculable benefit 
to hay, grain and grass. The dry wind of 
Tuesday, however, again drove the moisture 
out of the surface of the soil and in some 
places damaged young beets and grain. As 
the days pass now, prospect for any consider- 
able rain to come grows less. It looks much 
as though we were facing one of our rare dry 
years, and will have to make the best of it. 
On the Chino ranch, however, we are now 
sure of hay for stock and some grain. The 
hay will be mostly short but flne. As for 
beets, the conditions are not much changed 
from those of a week ago, except that the pros- 
pect of a soaking rain is less. Beets are being 
planted steadily. On some land a good crop 
is reasonably sure. On most of the land a 
light crop is promised, and on some land 
(probably a small acreage) seed had better not 
be planted. On most of the land thorough 
tillage and pulverization is the main need to 
hold and preserve all the moisture present.— 
Champion^ April 1 . 



Watsonville, California. 

First beet thinning next week. 

Looks like a dry year for beets in southern 
California. 

Japanese and Chinese are offering to contract 
beets, that is the fleld work on them, at 85 to 
95 cents per ton of beets delivered. Many con- 
tracts have been let on choice lands at 90 cents. 

The site of the old beet sugar mill at Sequel 
is planted to beets this year for the Watson- 
ville factory. The old Sequel house has been 
torn down, and what was left of its machinery 
is stored in an adjacent bam. The flrst sugar 
beets raised m the Pajaro valley were grown 
for this mill, which failed some eighteen 
years ago after a brief existence of two years. 

Last week's rain was welcome. The grain 
crops had commenced to wilt under the dry 
north wind of the early part of the week, but 
Friday's precipitation of nearly an inch soon 
restored them and also served to replenish 
moisture in the land prepared for beets. Beet 
sowing, which was interrupted for a few days 
by the storm, is now resumed. With a few 
spring showers and our usual summer fogs we 
shall have a banner beet crop in this valley.— 
Pajaronian^ March 31 . 



Eddy, New Mexico. 

The Argus^ in its last week*s issue, stated 
that the sugar company had received 38,000 
pounds of seed, when it should have said 
68,000. It put the quantity of Klein Wanzle- 
bener at 5700 pounds, when it should have 
read 57,000 pounds. The original notice was 
correct, but the intelligent compositor con- 
cluded that there were too many cyphers, and 
in putting it in type dropped one, hence the 
confusion. 

Sugar Beet Seed. 

Between thirty-flve and forty cars of sugar- 
beet seed have been and will be received at the 



oflace of surveyor of customs this winter— -four 
of them being already in sight. This aggpre- 
gates 1,600,000 pounds, of which 300,000 are 
bound for Nebraska, and the remainder for 
California, Utah, Oregon and New Mexico^ 
This entire amount is imported by Myer & 
Bampke, of Omaha, 90 per cent, from Ger- 
many and 10 per cent, from France and Rus- 
sia, so through the Omaha custom house 
passes this entire amount, or 75 per cent, of 
the sugar-beet seed used in the United States. 
The seed retails to the farmers at 15 cents per 
pound, and practically all that is used is 
imported.— OiTUiAa World-Herald, 



More of tlie Nebraska Beet Contract 
Controversy. 

GuAND Island. Neb., April 4, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The controversy 
between the beet growers of this vicinity and 
the Oxnards over the 1898 contract has, in a 
measure, been compromised. As was stated 
in these columns some weeks ago, the bone of 
contention was the clause in the new contract 
providing for a reduction of 50 cents per ton 
for beets in case of the annexation of Hawaii. 
The farmers protested against this feature of 
the contract, and at a meeting attended by 
some of the principal growers of this vicinity 
it was unanimously decided not to raise any 
beets the coming season unless the factory 
should agree to pay a flat price of $4 per ton 
for all beets, regardless of purity and sugar 
content. The result of this decision was felt 
by the factory authorities, and the procuring 
of contracts was^a difliculty not experienced 
since the two flrst years of the existence of 
the factory. While the contracts were all 
closed long ere this last year, but little progress 
had been made up to two weeks ago. 

A number of the more conservative farmers 
had hoped and expected that the objectionable 
clause would he taken from the contract, real- 
izing that without this the oontraet would be 
much more favorable than those of previous 
years. The long-looked for event happened, 
and in a communication from Mr. Oxnard he 
withdrew the Hawaiian clause. In support of 
his action, Mr. Oxnard stated that careful in- 
vestigation led them to believe that the annex- 
ation of the Hawaiian Islands could not be 
accomplished at this session of Congress. In 
case the disputed question comes up before 
Congress again next year, a clause will be in- 
serted in the contract to the effect that a re- 
duction of forty cents a ton will be made for 
every quarter-cent that sugar declines, taking 
as an average the price for the past two years. 

If, as many claim, the annexation of the 
islands would not affect the price of sugar, 
there could be no reasonable objection to the 
clause. If, however, the price is affected, the 
factory people will have taken all necessary 
precautions. Mr. Oxnard does not relish the 
opposition met with this year, and says, were 
they to accede to the demands of the growers 
for a flat price for all beets, it would mean the 
closing of both Nebraska factories within a 
very short time. Mr. Oxnard thinks that the 
principle of a little knowledge being a danger- 
ous thing accounts for the fact that only 
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two factorieB have been establUbed in Nebraska 
during tbe past seven years. He deplores 
the opposition of tbe press and predicts tbat 
if tbeir present policy is continued tbere will 
be only two factories in tbis State for many 
years to come. He expresses tbe desire tbat 
It were possible for tbe factory critics to come 
together and start a beet sugar factory accord- 
ing to tbeir plans, and facetiously adds tbat be 
would not care to sul)8cribe to tbe stoclc of 
Bucb an institution. 

As a result of Mr. Oxnard^s concession a 
meeting of the Beet Growers' Association was 
held in order to again obtain tbe sentiment of 
tbe members. Tbe meeting was attended by 
about a third of the members, and when tbe 
question was put for those who would still 
l>efuse to raise beets under any but tbe flat 
price contract should arise, about two-thirds of 
those present arose. It was brought out dur- 
ing the discussion that at least 50 per cent, of 
i\xe members of the association bad already 
made contracts and quite a number more in- 
tended to do so as soon as possible. As the 
matter now stands tbere seems to be no ques- 
tion but that tbe factory will be in operation 
tbis year, although it is doubtful if the cam- 
paign will be as long as that of last year. 

C. V. Nusz. 



to continue twenty -three years more as it is to 
be abrogated, unless our sugar producers and 
all friends of tbe home industry join bands 
and determinately fight for its ending. When 
tbis is done you can consistently say tbat we 
are working not only to develop our sugar in- 
dustry, but to defend it against foreign en- 
croachment, as I certainly have endeavored to 
do for twenty years. 

Your point is tbat if not annexed ^' we could 
get rid of her" (Hawaii). That is correct, but if 
our sugar producers are to continue quietly to 
let tbe Hawaiian treaty severely alone, and 
thus permit tbe fraudulent incubus to drag its 
lenfi:th along to the detriment of our producers 
and our revenue, what worse is tbere to fear 
from annexation? I repeat tbat I am opposed 
to the annexation of tbe Hawaiian Islands not 
only in Its relation to our affairs, but as being 
of not tbe slightest importance to this country 
for any good purpose, and I am equally op- 
posed to a continuance of the existing treaty, 
which is not only detrimental to our advance- 
ment as producers of sugar, but a direct rob- 
bery of revenue that should no longer be tol- 
erated by tbe people of these United States. 
Henry A. Brown. 



Hawaii and Free Sugars. 

Westpqrt Foint, Mass., 
March 29, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: ^n your issue of 
the 26ih inst., wherein my article on Hawaii 
and Her Sugars appears, I notice that you 
k^are sorry to see that I should now have 
joined tlie Hawaii annexationists.*' In this 
you are very much |n error. I do not believe 
in annexing those Islands, neither do I believe 
in annexing any territory not on tbis conti- 
nent. I do not consider that we have any 
use for Hawaii or Cuba, and I am quite satis- 
tied that the time is not far distant when this 
country will find enough to do to take care of 
tbifc Union without further additions of terri- 
tory. Whatever advantages n.ay be gained by 
gobbling outside territory \yould be invariably 
offset by disadvantages too numerous to men- 
tion, and such graj^pings may better be left to 
other nations In my opinion. 

The intention of my remarks in the paper 
preferred to was not to advocate annexation, 
but to sbQw tbat if the same energy and state- 
ments that l^aye recently been employed at 
the National Capital by beet sugar producers 
had been employed for the abrogation of tbe 
fraudulent treaty with Hawaii It would have 
been more to the point, and inasmuch as the 
question of annexation is shelved for the 
present at least, the treaty should be attacked 
'V^itb vigor; and again, tbat wbile producers 
have been figbtiog against annexation, em- 
ploying reasons that could well apply against 
tbe treaty, I have not noticed a word or an 
firgumenc of import from them against the 
treaty, and accepting the natural conclusion 
that annexation can not in any way make the 
matter of free sugars worse than it is under 
the treaty, producers have no more to fear 
from annexation than they have from a con- 
^noance of the treaty, which is €[uite iis likely 



Sugar as a Food. 

In the Journal des Fabricants de Sucre of tbe 
9tb March Is an interesting article on this sub- 
ject taken from tbe Temps of the loth Febru- 
ary, of which we append a somewhat abridged 
translation : 

Among tbe physiological problems on which 
a great deal of light has been thrown by scien- 
tific biology is the discovery of sugar in tbe 
whole of the animal series, and of the impor- 
tant part which tbis substance plays in the nu- 
trition and organic functions of man and of 
animals. Claude Bernard, through the discov- 
ery of the ajlycogenlc function of the liver, 
opened up a new era to physiology, and, in 
consequence, made the consumption of sugar a 
social question of the first rank, and thus 
worthy of the attention of the Legislature. If 
the bulk of consumers. Instead of considering 
sugar as they generally do, as an agreeable 
condiment, and as the base of certain drinks, 
had an exact Idea of Its high alimentary value, 
tbe necessary fiscal reforms, In connection with 
sugar in France, would be singularly facilitated 
by the enormously increased consumption 
which would follow. Sugar Is not a condiment. 
It is as indispensable a food as meat or bread ; 
and, Ihdeed, Its physical action Is, perhaps, 
more closely connected with the manifestations 
of life than is the case with any other alimen- 
tary substance. Toward the middle of the pres- 
ent century the chief function of tbe liver was 
entirely unknown, but It was discovered and 
demonstrated by Claude Bernard between 1853 
and 1865. Tbe liver is the apparatus where the 
most various foods, even those entirely want- 
ing in any saccharine matter, make up, with 
the aid of the elements of the blood which 
traverse it, a sul>stance identical with vege- 
table starch, which Is transformed almost in- 
stantly, in tbe organ itself, under tbe action of 
a special ferment, into glucose sugar. Claude 
Bernard gave this variety of starch the name 



of glycogen, which means a sugar-breeding 
substance. Tbe two principal varieties of sugar 
are cane sugar, or saccharose, and grape sugar, 
or glucose. 

The blood which issues from an animal's 
liver nourished entirely on meat, or on fat, 
always contains sugar. It is the same in the 
case of an animal which has been without food 
for some time. Tbe glycogenic matter and 
tbe sugar which results from its transforma- 
tion are thus produced in tbe liver without the 
aid of saccharine matter introduced by food. 
Tbe blood which penetrates the liver contains 
no sugar; that which Issues from it always 
contains notable quantities of it. From this 
tbere are two conclusions, which tbe latest re- 
searches have fully confirmed: (1) Sugar is 
formed in tbe liver, and it enters from it Into 
the circulatory system. (2) It is destroyed 
and neutralized by the organism in a very 
short time, because the blood contains none 
when it flows back to the liver, after having 
passed through tbe heart and further into all 
tbe organs. We shall learn directly what 
becomes of this sugar. 

Tbe glycogenic function is universal. Claude 
Bernard has found it throughout the whole of 
the animal creation, even in the unborn em- 
bryo, and In the eggs of birds, tbe larvae of 
insects, etc. These all contain glycogenic 
matter, of which the transformation into sugar 
serves for the nourishment of the embryo, or 
of the being about to be bom from it. In man 
and tbe higher animals it is at the moment of 
digestion that the glycogenic function attains 
Its full power. But it U important to note 
that it is independent of the nature of foods. 
From the point of view of natural philosophy 
this discovery is of great importance, for it 
completely destroys tbe supposed antagonism 
between animals and vegetables. Tbe deep 
line which had been established between the 
two kingdoms as regards nutrition has disap- 
peared, and life is found to be one. Plants, It 
used to be said, alone have the faculty of cre- 
ating from materials drawn from tbe air, from 
the water and from tbe soil principles callt d 
immediatesy such as stareb, fat or nitrogenous 
products. According to tbis theory animals 
were regarded exclusively as consumers, using 
up substances manufactured by vegetables, be- 
cause It was Impossible for them to produce 
them themselves. It was then thought that fat, 
albumen, etc., in the bodies of animals were 
produced by the fixation in the tissues of these 
matters which bad been elaborated by plants. 
It was not believed tbat animals had the power 
of producing them. 

The discovery of the glycerine function of 
tbe liver, corroborated by the numerous facts 
established by Claude Bernard, has completely 
destroyed this old hypothesis of the direct 
nutrition of animals by materials elaborated by 
plants. This hypothesis has given place to 
the doctrine, now uncontested, of indirect 
nutrition. 'By this is meant tbat the animal 
manufactures, with the aid of materials 
drawn from the vegetable kingdom, starch, 
sugar, fat, and tbe flesh which forms tbe ticsneg. 
In tbe same way, the saccharine, nitrogenous, 
and fatty principles of milk, which do not 
pre-exist in the body, are the product of the 
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eonstant renovation of the mammal gland in 
the female. 

Thus is explained, and fully justified, the 
principle of substitution, on which repose 
numerous combinations of commodities which 
build up equivalent food rations for man or for 
animals. The essential qualification, which 
substances destined for food have to fulfil, is, 
that they must be ready to be transformed, in 
the digestive act, into that special liquid 
among animals which is known as blood, and 
which is the true nutritive source from which 
the organic tissues draw the elements of their 
maintenance, or of their reparation. Nothing, 
however, except the almost absolute invaria- 
bility of the composition of blood, whatever 
be the nature of the foods, could prove the 
truth of Claude Bernard's doctrine. The ex- 
perimental study of the conditions of assimila- 
tion of sugar by animals led Claude Bernard 
to give his physiological definition of the 
oharacter of food, which he formulated in 
these terms : ^* The essential character of an 
alimentary or food substance is that it should 
disappear in the blood when Injected, after 
being dissolved In gastric juice. ^' The experi- 
ment on which the definition was founded Is 
the following: If even a small quantity of 
dissolved cane sugar is Injected Into the blood, 
or under the skin of an animal, the sugar is 
eliminated without having helped in nutrition. 
It is found intact in the urine, with all Its 
chemical characters. If this experiment is 
repeated with a saccharine solution first put 
into contact with gastric juice, the cane sugar 
is transformed into glucose, and disappears 
entirely in the blood, so that no trace of it is 
found in the urine. To serve for nutrition, 
oane sugar ought thus to be modified by the 
intestinal liquids, which render it in all ways 
similar to the sugar manufactured in the liver. 
It is on this condition only that it becomes a 
food. This characteristic of allmeniary sub- 
stances, discovered by Claude Bernard, is 
general, and is applicable to albumen, fat, etc. 

It is known that food materials are not total- 
ly assimilated in digestion, and a portion of 
the nitrogenous, feculent, or fatty substances, 
escape th^ transformation necessary to enable 
them to penetrate into the circulatory system, 
which is an essential condition of their 
neutralization by the organism. The amount 
not transformed into fat from nitrogenous 
matters, etc., Is expelled by the intestines. It 
is this fact which establishes, in its most 
striking form, the superiority of sugar over the 
other nutritive principles, which, as a whole 
constitute foods. Differing from fat, from al- 
bumiuold matter and vegetable fibre, sugar Is 
Internally digested — there are not the slight- 
est traces found of it in residue of the food. 
Under the influence of intestinal juices, cane 
sugar, which can not be assimilated in that 
form, is transformed into grape sugar, on which 
devolves in the organism the same part as is 
played by the sugar of the liver— an impor- 
tant part which I have now to detail. 

Sugar, like all the organic compounds which 
contain carbon, gives off a considerable quan- 
tity of heat in burning (or what is the same 
thing in oxidation), and is converted into car- 
bonic acid and water. This heat may^ in its turn, 



be transformed into an equivalent quantity of 
energy or work. Sugar is thus at once a 
most important source of animal heat, the 
most important perhaps of all, and it is at the 
same time an indispensable element for the 
production of muscular work. The classical 
experiments of Messrs. Chauveau and Kauf- 
man throw much light on the subject. In 1866 
M. Chauveau proved the existence of liver 
sugar in the whole circulatory system, even to 
the smallest capillary vessels of the general 
circulation. Elaborated by the liver, the sac- 
charine matter is thus transported to every 
point of the body, and it Is not only in the 
heart, as has been admitted to begin with, but 
also in the capillary vessels, that the phenom- 
ena of combustion take place, which are the 
source of animal heat. 

Numerous additions of sugar to the blood of 
various organs led M. Chauveau to affirm the 
dissemination of glucose and Its destruction at 
all points of the organism, and to prove a 
close relation between the absorption of sugar 
in the capillaries, during the transformation of 
arterial Into venous blood, and the activity of 
combustion in the different organs. The glu- 
cose absorbed in the capillaries is finally trans- 
formed into water and carbonic acid, but it is 
in the tissue of the muscles that this transfor- 
mation takes place with the greatest intensity. 
Organic combustion, the source of energy and 
of every activity in the animal economy, had 
already been the object of various researchep, 
when M. Chauveau, by a careful comparison of 
the variations of blood in the muscle In repose 
and In the muscle at work, showed, by the aid 
of experiments (as delicate as they were con- 
clusive), the all-important part played by sac- 
charine matter in muscular activity. In col- 
laboration with M. Kaufmann, he showed the 
exchanges which are produced in the blood 
which traverses a muscle in repose and in the 
same muscle at work ; in a gland at rest and in 
a gland In action. These beautiful experi- 
ments were conducted upon the horse. The 
muscle of mastication (maaseter) and the gland 
which secretes saliva (parotid) were used for 
this research. The general law summing up 
the Influence which the work done in an organ 
exerts upon organic combustion and in the 
consumption of glucose sugar, which corre- 
sponds to it, was thus formulated by M. Chau- 
veau: '^ During the work done in an organ in 
a state of physiological activity, the quantity 
of sugar which disappears In the capillary sys- 
tem becomes larger than In repose. It Is pro- 
portioned to the superactivity of the organs 
where combustion is little added to, such as in 
the glands, and it is much greater in the or- 
gans like muscles, where the activity of com- 
bustion is great.'- 

The blood which traverses the masseter 
muscle of a horse at rest (In the absence of 
mastication) gives off, in a given time, a quan- 
tity of carbonic acid equal to 2.04 ; in a state 
of activity in a muscle (chewing oats), and in 
the same time, the quantity produced rose to 
65.59. In other words, the activity of combus- 
tion in a working muscle is about three and a 
half times greater than when it 'is at rest. In 
ascertaining the quantity of glucose which 
disappears in the blood which traverses the 



muscle at rest and at work, Messrs. Chauveau 
and Kaufmann showed a combustion of glucose 
of 0.121 gr. In the flrst case, and a disappear- 
ance of sugar equal to 0.408 gr. during work. 
The muscle thus borrows from the blood which 
traverses it three and a half times as much 
sugar in activity as in repose. There is thus a 
very close relation between the blood losses in 
sugar and in the increase of combustion during 
the physiological working of muscles. The 
glycogenic function of the liver is thus the 
primordial source of animal heat and of mus- 
cular activity. On the other hand, numerous 
experiments, made of domestic animals, have 
shown that the sugar In foods helps in the 
same manner as the sugar of the liver, to pro- 
mote organic combustion and to produce work. 
I would here only mention a curious fact men- 
tioned In the Reichstag, in the sitting of 16th 
December last, by Dr. Paasche, on the occa- 
sion of the discussion of the budget of the 
German Empire. This deputy asked that a 
more important place should be given In the 
future to sugar in feeding soldiers, and in sup- 
port he recited a recent observation of Staff- 
Surgeon Dr. Schumburg. Exceptional fatigue 
was imposed on the men of a regiment, on 
which each of them was given a supplementary 
ration of thirty grammes of sugar, which gave 
the soldiers enough energy to continue the 
manoeuvres for some hours longer. Observed 
facts, therefore, as well as experiments, incon- 
testably show the high food value of sugar. It 
may be concluded that it is of the greatest im- 
portance to encourage, by all means in our 
power, the consumption of sugar by man, and 
that of molasses by animals. — Produce Markets 
Hevietc. 



Demerara As^riculture in i8a9. 

[Written about 1829, by William Hillhousb. for 
our unpublished handbook of the Colony of 
British Guiuna.j 

PART I. 

Agriculture,— Such has been the bounty of 
nature to these regions that the science of 
agriculture, in comparison with its European 
Improvement, is still in its infancy. Little 
more is required than to plant in the rainy 
and to reap in the dry season, and the earth 
gives her increase without manure, the plow 
or the harrow. It is true that the whole labor 
of the tleld is performed by manual exertion, 
but when it is understood that this labor, 
in the only instances where machinery could 
be substituted, Is only required every ten to 
fifteen years, no machine would pay its ez-» 
penses. A sugar estate once drained and prop- 
erly planted for twelve or fifteen years requires 
absolutely no other field labor than that of 
weeding and clearing the drains, reaping and 
replanting the sugar. 

It is the general custom when lands have 
been so long In cultivation as no longer to an- 
swer the expectations of the planter to 
abandon them altogether, ahd leave them fal- 
law for several years, in the meantime clear- 
ing away virgin forest lands, the produce of 
which is so great and immediate as to pay the 
expense in one year, and does away entirely 
with the necessity of manuring the old landa* 
It is plain this system can not last forever, as 
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no twitb standing the great abundance of land 
in most parts of tlie colony, the diffused and 
extended nature of the cultivation will in time 
cause as great a diversion of labor as the 
practice of manuring itself would. Plows 
have been from time to time imported and 
have been found to answer in turning uplands 
that have been long cultivated, but after the 
first essay, no further occasion has been found 
for their use, till they were rotten. At this 
moment a cart is an extraordinary machine in 
the country, and a horse or mule with a pack- 
saddle is nowhere to be seen. Indeed, so much 
has the colony availed itself of its advantages 
for navigation, that every estate, by its navi- 
gable canal and the use of boats, renders un- 
necessary the ordinary implement of land car- 
riage. To explain these circumstances it will 
be necessary to add that all estates, except 
those on the rivers, begin at the sea coast and 
run between parallel lines to unlimited dis- 
tances in the interior. 

The coast lands, also, for some miles inland, 
are from one extremity to the other of the 
colony uniformly level, and when this level 
terminates, the soil is found unfit for cultiva- 
tion; navigation meets with no impediment, 
and the planter has always a resource in the 
forest behind him. The following remarks 
may not be free from error, from the want of 
more general discussion ; they are princlpallv 
compiled from personal observations. 

A sugar estate of 300 negroes, with all the 
works and proper extent of cultivation, will 
be worth £60,000 at the present valuation. It 
will produce from 500 to 600 hogsheads, with 
proper management. This crop, worth from 
£7500 to £9000, is, including Interest, eight or 
ten years* purchase. But it is seldom an 
estate can be bought with all these preliminary 
advantages, so that twelve or fifteen years may 
not be an unreasonable time allowed lo clear 
the capital. 

A coffee estate of the same strength, worth 
about £45,000, may make 100,000 pounds of 
coffee annually, or about £9000, but the crop 
being very uncertain coffee estates are gener- 
ally longer In clearing themselves than sugar 
properties. 

Cotton, in the earlier period of the colony, 
when the front salt lands were new and the 
plant gave a great comparative return, was for 
the first ten years a very lucrative cultivation, 
requiring little expense beyond the first pur- 
chase of the negroes,, and those bought at 
one-half the present price. In the present 
day, however, with the value of the article so 
much reduced, and those parts of the soil 
most favorable for its growth exhausted, the 
purchaser of a cotton estate involves himself 
in certain ruin. However desirable the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade might have been on the 
score of humanity, it entails upon the mother 
country the certainty of losing the command 
of one of the principal staples of her manu- 
facture. And for the future she'will be depend- 
ent on America or other States for a supply 
of that article which it would ruin her own 
colonists to cultivate ; the British government 
can never keep a cotton colony In Its possession 
ttli it reduces the price of negroes to something 
less than £100 a head, as under present cir- 



cumstances it would otherwise never pay its 
expenses. 

There is no country within the tropics so 
favorable for grazing as this. The immense 
savannahs and waste or deserted lands pre- 
serve a constant supply of the finest herbage 
for cattle, particularly oxen. The beef and 
mutton, though not so fat, are equal In flavor 
to the best European. And the rapidity with 
which cattle increase when the least attention 
is paid to them proves the superior congeni- 
ality of food and climate. There is no doubt 
that by proper establishments the whole of the 
British navy on the West Indian station might 
be supplied with a better and cheaper descrip- 
tion of dried or smoked beef than from any 
other part of the continent or islands. The port 
of Demerara ought indeed to be the grand de- 
pot for provisions and fuel for the navy In 
these seas. It moreover enumerates more than 
fifty different kinds of hard wood of the most 
superior quality, of which several, for size and 
durability, are the best calculated for the con- 
struction and repairs of ships of war, as a proof 
of which the strength and durability of the 
different species of colony craft may serve as a 
specimen. 

It is extraordinary that with all these advan- 
tages of local circumstances the mother coun- 
try has never yet suspected that she was in 
possession of a colony that under every cir- 
cumstance would enable her to keep her navy 
without intermission on a West India station. 
The French and Dutch have been long aware 
of this, but the former have kept the knowl- 
edge to themselves from (omission In MS.) and 
the latter, when possessors, from that cautious 
system that prevented them from showing all 
its advantages lest they might tempt the ag- 
gression of stronger powers. Accordlngly,from 
the first we have little more information than 
what relates to botany, birds and butterfiles. 
and from the latter nothing but accoimts of 
agues, fevers and bush negroes. The English 
themselves have been so long exclusively occu- 
pied with their mercantile concerns that after 
a possession of nearly twenty years, the Legis- 
lature at home, or any of them, still call it with 
Mr. Pott the Island of Demerary, and the best 
informed on other subjects are still in the dark 
on the subject of the richest, the most exten- 
sive and most advantageously situated of all 
the British West India colonies, the key of the 
continent of South America, and the centre 
from which all communication with the Span- 
ish and Portuguese kingdoms of the South 
must hereafter emanate. 

l'ROFRIETOR.S OF ESTATES. 

Before entering upon this subject it will be 
necessary to premise that it will be impossible 
to convey a proper Idea of the real and true 
meaning of the term proprietor, without giving 
some offence to the feelings of those who. on 
the side of the planters, have not considered the 
nature of their tenure, or of the merchants 
who do not wish the nature of that tenure to 
be generally understood. Such offence, how- 
ever, must vanish before the conviction that a 
simple view of the facts must convey. 

A colonist who has scraped together a 
capital of £5000 does not conceive that the 



Interest of that sum will enable him to live In 
the style suited to his ideas of a West India 
fortune. He looks forward to a lapse of eight 
or ten years more, when he could retire with 
a sum of £40,000 or £50,000, and upon Oiat 
could manage to enjoy the privileges of 
European gentility. Accordingly be nego* 
tlates with a merchant who advances the 
balance between the sum he has In hand and 
the instalments due on an estate of £60,000 
value. For this advance the merchant receives 
interest at 6 per cent, and the consignmentB of 
all the produce of the estate till the whole 
debt Is paid ; perhaps for a year or two after, 
as terms may run. At any intermediate tiine 
the merchant claims the power of foreclosing 
the mortgage which he has upon the estate 
and the planter binds himself in willing con- 
demnation of the law proceedings for that 
purpose. 

The £5000 of the planter being sunk in the 
estate, the merchant the first year possesses 
security for at least that sum more than the 
first value, and every succeeding year increases 
the security by the receipts of the crops and 
diminution of the debt, whilst In all the sab' 
sequent decreasing terms of the debt his great 
source of emolument, the consignments, has 
no diminution. It is apparent, therefore, from 
this statement, that a planter buying an estate 
with a mortgage to a merchant merely gives 
that merchant a premium down, to appoint 
him his bailiff or accent on a property that may 
in a given number of years restore to the rner* 
chant his own capital, trebled by interest and 
consignments. At the expiration of that time, 
the estate becoming free, the proprietor^ now 
also rich, returns to Europe to enjoy his board- 
ing house at Cheltenham, or his wheel chair 
at Bath. And let those who envy the possessors 
of West India fortunes point out in this how 
the proprietor of £50,000 is superior to him of 
£5000— since the anxiety, the care and the con- 
tumely of the rich proprietor during the period 
of his occupancy has merely entailed upon him 
the diseases of age and taken away the 
power of enjoyment. 

It is evidently not the interest of the mer- 
chant to encourage the liquidation of his debt 
speedily, provided he sees that the proper^ 
does not diminish in value below his security. 
It is common therefore, for the planter to pro- 
cure such pecuniary advances from the mer* 
chant as may continue the period of consign- 
ment into all the extravagances of a trip to 
Europe, a tour of the continent, etc. When 
the merchant thinks the holiday time is over« 
he shuts his purse strings, and sends the plan- 
ter back to his estate with a fiea in his ear« 
The planter returns from turtle, turbot and 
venison to his dry salt fish and plantains, 
curses the merchant for Ullberallty, lives as 
well as he can to console his spirits under the 
wretched alternative, and becomes again the 
bailiff of the estate. Esto perpetua. 

The attorney of a property is a person lelt . 
in charge by the proprietor during his ah« 
sence from the colony, and who is responsible 
for the proper conducting of the concern dor* 
ing such absence. The customary allowance 
for this duty is 10 per cent. But witli long, 
established and extensive properties, wteve 
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the reyenue ^ very considerable and the duty 
Of the attorney easy, a less sum is mutually 
f^eed upon. The attorney transacts t'le 
mercantile business of the estate, he superin- 
tends the supply ot proTisions and clothing, 
the erection of buildings and all ordinary and 
extraordinary expenses. He in fact combines 
the duties of the proprietor and his town 
agent. And his principal cares are to regu- 
late the expenses of the estate in proportion 
to its income, to proTide it with a proper and 
efficient manager and to see that the produce 
ffets to a good market. 

. An attorney should, if possible, give over an 
estate in the same (or better) condition as 
that in which he received it. With regard to 
the number of negroes, this, from the pressure 
of a severe sickly season, will frequently be 
impossible. But it will be very easy to show 
that proper attention has been paid to the com- 
fort of the negroes and to their proper medi- 
oal attendance. 

Keeping the buildings and works in a good 
state of repair is a duty of equal weight, 
and these duties will require the presence of 
the attorney upon the property often enough 
to give him a proper idea of the manner in 
which the manager discharges his duty both 
with regard to cultivation and care of the ne- 
groes. It seldom happens that one man com- 
bines the requisite qualifications for both an 
attorney and manager any more than that of 
proprietor and manager, and as it Is of most 
consequence to have a person in charge of the 
estate of an absentee whose business pursuits 
enable him to do the legal and mercantile 
business in the capital, the attomeysliip and 
management are most generally discharged by 
different persons. 

MANAGEMENT OF ESTATES. 

The manager proceeds to the hospital to 
see how the sick fare, whether their medicines 
have had the desired effect, and also to receive 
complaints and new patients. When the doc- 
tor attends early, which is much to be desired, 
the manager accompanies him in his visits to 
the sick, explains to him the characters and 
habits of the different cases, and receives his 
instructions, all cases and prescriptions being 
at the same time regularly noted in a journal 
kept for that purpose. It frequently happens 
that many present themselves for admission 
who have no visible ailment and who in a hos- 
pital of whites would be refused. But with 
the negroes we must be more tender; a day 
of rest or dose of salts, acting more upon the 
idea than the body of the negro frequently 
prevents a serious tit of sickness. The man- 
ager, by his attendance on the doctor, soon 
acquires a practical experience of the common 
effect of different remedies, and biff acquain- 
tance with the disposition of the negro, his 
prejudices and prepossessions, renders him a 
inost useful assistant, and gives him the power 
of superintending the duties of the sick nurse 
effectually. The manager or a trusty overseer 
administers and mixes the prescriptions of the 
doctor during his absence. A disagreeable 
dAty then o<)purs, the dressing of the sores, 
whieh from the dirty and careless habits of 



the negroes are of a nature and frequency 
unknown amongst Europeans. 

He then inspects the work and building, and 
in the different departments of the manufact- 
ure of sugar, rum, drying or cleaning coffee, 
or prepaiing cotton for the market, his utmost 
attention is required to the state of the 
weather, the quality of the fuel, the clean- 
liness of the boiling house, and the attend- 
ance of the overseers and their negroes to 
their duties about the buildings. He then pro- 
ceeds to the fields to see that his canes are 
properly cut, weeded and supplied, his fields 
well drained, his plantains in good order, all 
fallen ones cut close to the stool, and his 
watchman on the alert, coffee and cotton 
cleaned and trimmed, and no water sprouts 
draining the sap of the tree from the green 
coffee. He receives the reports of defaulters 
from the different gangs, compares them with 
the entries in the hospital, and punishes 
either on the spot or next morning those delin- 
quents who have been found missing at their 
proper hours of duty. 

A casual absence is punished by at the most 
half a dozen lashes, but as absentees are general- 
ly habitual defaulters, it becomes often neces- 
sary to be more severe. And here a few observa- 
tions are necessary that may tend to correct the 
prejudice among Europeans of l>elieving that 
corporal punishment is among negroes in- 
flicted to excess. I make tne assertion, and 
every man of candor will support it, that in 
hardly any known instance of crime is the 
punishment inflicted upon the negro one-half 
or one-third so severe as what would in a sim- 
ilar offence be inflicted on the white delin- 
quent. It has been the writer^s lot to witness 
in numberless instances, both in the execution 
of the civil and military laws of the mother 
country, corporal punishment commonly in- 
flicted so severely as to confine the offender 
for many weeks afterward in a hospital un- 
der the strict charge of a surgeon. On an es- 
tate punishments are never inflicted to such an 
extent as to prevent the negro from returning 
to his work immediately after. The law al- 
lows no more than twenty-flve lashes to be 
given any one time for any offence, and the 
interests of the master seconds the laws. It is 
only in cases of notorious delinquency, when 
the magistrate is called to punish publicly and 
oflacially, that punishments can ever be said 
to be severe. But' even then they are far be- 
low the scale of European infliction. Tbe law 
in some instances may be broken, but when it 
is considered that the manager who breaks 
the law is at the mercy of every discharged 
overseer who may choose to inform against 
him, excessive punishment is a measure of se- 
rious risk and is in fact rarely Imown to be 
practised. It is the case with every gang of 
negroes, as with regiments in an army or 
crews of ships, that the punishments are the 
monopoly of a certain number of notorious de- 
linquents, whose want of conduct and charac- 
ter is perpetually leading them into crime and 
concomitant punishment. Four or five des- 
X>erate characters of this kind will keep an es- 
tate of 300 negroes in the perpetual necessity 
of corporal punishment. It is, therefore, un- 
just to say that because these few are marked 



with the whip, like an English deserter, that 
they have a hard or cruel master: and more 
especially when further examination would 
show that with the rest of the gang scarce the 
mark of a lash is seen. The law of punish- 
ment is in fact too lenient, since it incapaci- 
tates the master from punishing serious of-, 
fences as they deserve, and with desperate of* 
fenders has no effect. It should be extended to 
fifty lashes, but with this ordinance, always to 
be administered before the gang, in the pres- 
ence of the medical attendant, and all the 
white servants of the estate. This exhibition 
is a more complete check upon wanton tyranny 
than any law could l>e, and with the negro 
would have a much greater effect than the 
mere pain of punishment. It would obviate 
the inconvenience of constant application to 
the magistrates, and. without doubt, would 
considerably decrease the number of punish- 
ments. Indeed, it is much to be wished that 
the custom of punishing before the whole gang, 
in the manner of a court martial, was in gen- 
eral use, as there is no doubt of its superior 
eflSciency over the common method of inflic- 
tion, and the shame attending the exposure 
would operate equally with the punishment. 

One of the most serious duties of manage- 
ment is attention to the Creole negro gang of the 
estate. The negro parents, though not generally 
deficient in affection to their offspring, yet 
are always lamentably so in those habits of 
cleanliness and wholesome ntirture without 
which it is impossible to raise their infant pro- 
geny. The manager must descend to the most 
minute particulars of the cares of the nursery. 
And he will find his greatest stock of patience 
put to trial by the filthiness, obstinacy, neglect 
and stupidity of the negro mothers. 

Generally speaking, the Creole negroes of 
an estate are raised more by the attention of 
the whites than of their own parents, and the 
most constant and unwearied attention is 
necessary to prevent the most pernicious prac- 
tices of the mothers, even on the persons of 
their own infants, inoculation for yaws or 
leprosy being practised by the women in order 
that they may be excused from their daily labor 
to attend the child. There is scarcely an in- 
stance where gangs have increased or kept up 
their numbers, however favorably constituted, 
without the intervention of rewards to the 
parents for raising their offspring, imited to 
the extraordinary care of a humane manager. 
Every day must he see the children drawn up 
under the care of their proper nurses— with 
clean skin and feet free from chigoes. A mess 
must be regularly made for them exclusively of 
nutritious diet. They must by no means be 
allowed to ramble al)out the negro yard, but 
must be kept in a separate building or children's 
house, within a very short distance of the 
manager's dwelling, so as to be constantly un- 
der his eye. At proper seasons they must be 
physicked as they require it, to destroy the in- 
testinal worms with which they are most pe- 
culiarly infested. And the kitchen offal should 
be distributed to them v^ith a generous hand« 
Those from 5 to 10 years of age should be col- 
lected into a small worldng gang for trifling 
jobs, that may acquire habits of Industry, but 
should by no means be employed beyond the 
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boands of what might be deemed unwholesome 
exercise. With these precautions there is some 
chance of Iteeping up the numbers of an estate, 
which is otherwise impossible. 

The apportioning of the labor to the strength 
of tbe gang in general is anotber point of es- 
sential consequence, and the standard by which 
to begin Is to require from the able negro one- 
third or at the utmost one-half of the labor tbat 
would in the same time be performed by an 
able European laborer. With this proportion 
an estate of 200 negroes, being a fair gang 
should ma Ice 400 hogsheads of suicar or 200,000 
pounds of coffee, or 180,000 pounds of cotton, 
supposing the soil to be good, the worlds ade- 
quate and the cultivation of proper extent. But 
sugar is the only cultivation upon which this 
return can be expected. 

NEGROE8. 

There is no subject upon which so much 
difference and error of opinion subsists as the 
descripiion of the negro character. 

On one extreme old Spanish colonial writers 
have labored to prove them inferior in intel- 
lect and designed by Providence to show the 
lowest state of degredation in humanity. In 
opposition to this, Les Amis de Noirs wish to 
exalt them above all examples of civilized 
society and to endow them with a greater 
share of instinctive abilities and natural vir- 
tues than the most favored of Europeans. Be- 
tween such ridiculous assumptions the truth 
may be easily discovered by the simple test of 
those principles that constitute the superiority 
of science and civilization over ignorance and 
barbarism— that exalt the union of society 
over the feuds of individual interest. 

In Africa a numl)er of petty tribes and gov- 
ernments, formed upon the first rude prin- 
ciples of individual ascendency, with laws 
scarce more than sufficient to make the author- 
ity of the despot, acknowledged amongst his 
subjects, forbids at once the introduction of 
science and leaves each individual to depend 
upon the strength of his natural talents and 
the might of his arm for subsistence. Estab- 
lishments are destroyed as fast as they are 
erected, and the petty jealousies of a thousand 
despots keep alive in Africa the flames of war, 
desolation and slavery. Under such circum- 
stances what must be the character of the 
negro; what even would the white man's 
probably be? 

Barbarism in all countries and in all ages 
gives the same picture of despotism amongst 
individuals who rule, and slavery amongst 
those who are governed. The character of the 
Celt, the Uun, the Goth and the Vandal in the 
extreme era of their ignorance and barbarism 
is at this day, with allowance for the intlu- 
ence of climate, the character of the negro. 
It implies no extraordinary debasement of 
nature to account for tbe blemishes tbat 
appear at first sight so monstrous. Tbe negro 
is cunning; the barbarian of Europe is politic; 
the negro is revengeful, so is the Groth ; the 
negro is a thief, so was Rob Roy ; the negro is 
a liar, so are all those who do not discover in 
society the virtues of truths The negro is in- 
dolent, so are all those who can procure the 
necessaries of life without labor and who have 



no ideal wants besides. The negro is obstinate, 
treacherous and ungrateful, lascivious, intem- 
perate and inconstant, so has nature formed all 
mankind, till religion and reason reduce the 
selfishness of individual gratification to the 
standard of social expediency. 

It is ridiculous, because we find in the negro 
natural vice uncontrolled, to mark him as a 
monster. We might, by a parity of reasoning, 
level the uneducated of our own color to the 
grade of beasts, and it is equally ridiculous to 
suppose that to the negro, whose only pleasures 
are the gratification of his natural appetites, 
and whose only pains and cares arise from the 
fuortifications or denial of those appetites, that 
the same arguments would avail as those we 
should use to an enlightened European. Ig- 
norance and barbarism in all nations and 
colors are alike the parents of violence- 
tyranny on the one hand and slavery on the 
other — and till the impulse of nature is brought 
under subjection to the laws of society and the 
strong hand of government reduces the vio- 
lence of the individual to the bounds of com- 
mon justice, so long will the wiser be the 
masters and the ignorant be slaves, and so 
long will coercion be the only pledge of obe- 
dience and all the vices we have enumerated 
l>e characteristic of the state of slavery. 

The Creole negroes of the West Indies owe 
their superiority over the native Africans to 
their being bred up in society, with the laws 
constantly operating before their eyes, and 
they are the more content with their situation 
by seeing that those laws are to them a sure 
protection from violence — in fact, they begin 
to have some idea of the policy of good be- 
havior as it operates on their general state of 
comfort, and they comprehend the use of that 
self-denial without which tbe African is either 
outrageous or melancholy. This is their dawn- 
ing of political reason and it would be highlv 
dangerous to force the light upon them 
further than nature calculates them to bear it. 
To theorists it should therefore be said time 
will accomplish all you wish, and the change 
will then and ought to be so gradual tbat the 
chain of society will still continue perfect and 
need fear none of those dreadful fractures with 
which the party endeavors of misguided men 
have threatened it. 

Terms for the Sale of Sugar. 

The announcement in these columns last 
week, that the factor plan of selling sugar had 
been abandoned by refiners as the exclusive 
system of sale has attracted much Interest in 
grocery circles throughout the country. The 
refiners place the entire responsibility for their 
action upon the wholesale grocers, at whose 
solicitation they claim the factor system was 
adopted, and to whom they looked to have the 
details of the system carried out. 

Many inquiries have been received at the 
oflice of this journal, asking what differences 
are made by refiners from their daily quota- 
tions posted in their offices and telegraphed 
throughout tbe country by the agents of tbe 
Wholesale Grocers' Association. It may he 
stated on authority that the prices posted in 
offices of the refiners are simply the quotations 



upon which sales are made to factors or 
agents. These include the allowance of ^, 
per pound commission, which is paid at the 
end of three months from the date of bill. 
While the business that is otherwise transacted 
in the offices of the refiners from day to day is 
not necessarily antagonistic to these posted 
prices, it is not necessarily governed by them ; 
and as stated in these columns last week, the 
terms upon which business is actually done 
are based upon ordinary methods of merchan- 
dising and are controlled by such matters as 
credits, quantities and the date of payment. 
Manufacturers, for instance, are able to pur- 
chase their supplies at the prices quoted to tbe 
grocers, and the i^, per pound is immediately 
deducted on their bill without waiting for the 
three montiis to expire. 

It is not possible to give any specific in- 
stances of sales at prices below the grocers* 
prices less the 3-16c. commission. The terms 
of such sales are withheld by the refiners on 
the ground that they are the secrets of their 
own business. It may be stated, however, 
that a buyer with an order for 200 barrels, 
even if he represents a good house as far as 
financial responsibility is concerned, does not 
as a rule pay the same price as a cash pur- 
chaser for 5000 barrels. Sales of the latter 
volume are frequently made, and between tbe 
two instances named there is ample room for 
a range of prices. 

It was learned yesterday that refiners will 
continue to sell sugar to the W. M. Hoyt Com- 
pany of Chicago on the same terms as though 
the company had not withdrawn as factors. 
Commissions will be reserved and paid in the 
usual way. They can not well act otherwise, 
since the action of the Hoyt company has 
started a price-cutting movement, in which 
practically all the large jobbers in the vicinity 
are participating, and the refiners could not, 
therefore, attempt to discipline Hoyt without 
at the same time disciplining the others. The 
refiners, moreover, have received word that 
Hoyt only did openly what his competitors 
were doing secretly, and the Hoyt company 
was at a distinct disadvantage from the fact 
it employs no traveling salesmen. Most of the 
business of a large number of its competitors, 
on tbe other hand, is obtained by traveling 
salesmen who, when prices were equal, would 
sometimes on their own account make a small 
concession to obtain tbe business. 

The factor plan of sale is still maintained In 
the East and in Pennsylvania. When the rep* 
resentative of the refiners was asked if a large 
jobber — even in the East — desired to purchase 
sugar outright without restrictions, as far as 
selling prices were concerned, whether such a 
jobber could purchase upon terms as favora- 
ble as those named under the factor plan, the 
following non-committal answer was given: 
'* We have never refused to sell any responsi- 
ble jobber yet.-' 

The following statement by the Boston 
News Bureau may, according to a local re- 
finer, be accepted as representing the exact 
attitude of the American Sugar Refining Com- 
pany toward the factor plan : "It is a well- 
known fact by every one in the* sugar trade 
that the factor system was adopted at solicita- 
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tion of the wholesale grocers; that for years 
they had been unable to make a profit on re- 
fined sugars, and that they urged upon the 
American Sugar Refining Company this plan 
of selling its sugars. There is a decided dif- 
ference of opinion among refiners in regard to 
the advantage of the factor plan. It is diffi- 
cult to see iu any way how it benefits the 
American Sugar Refining Company. It was 
never adopted for its benefit, but for the bene- 
fit of the grocery trade throughout the United 
States, and the breaking up of this system is 
apparently through quarrels among the gro- 
cers in which the American Sugar Refining 
Company had taken no part. The factor plan 
is worth absolutely nothing in dollars and 
cents to the American Sugar Refining Com- 
pany, and if given up can not affect it finan- 
cially. It is in the interest of the grocers, 
and the American Sugar Refining Companv is 
absolutely indifferent to it, except in so far as 
it desires to gratify the wishes and promote 
the prosperity of the sugar trade throughout 
the country. What has arisen in some West- 
em States is between the grocers themselves, 
and is not directed against tbe refiners, nor 
can it be considered in the least as evidence of 
hostility toward them. The plan was never 
forced upon the grocers, but was adopted at 
their earnest solicitation. If any grocer 
claims that he was forced to sell sugar upon 
the factor plan it is probable that the pressure 
was brought to bear by the Grocers' Associa- 
tion or fellow-grocers. "—A^. T, Journal of Com- 
merce, 

Syrup Drawbacks. 

Considerable concern is expressed by local 
syrup exporters over the delay that has been 
experienced in securing the payment of 
drawbacks by the government of the duty on 
foreign sugars used in the manufacture of this 
product. It was learned by Inquiry in the 
trade that no such drawbacks have been paid 
on sugars imported under the present tariff 
act, payment having been suspended by the 
government on account of a diflSculty in de- 
termining just what proportion of the draw- 
back should be credited to syrup and what to 
the finished sugars. In addition, there are 
still a large number of claims for drawbacks 
accruing under the operation of the Wilson 
tariff. As a result a large amount of capital 
which is claimed by exporters is now in the 
hands of the Treasury Department, and this, 
in connection with the uncertainty attendant 
upon the absence of fixed drawback allowance, 
has caused no little dissatisfaction. Sugar re- 
finers, while affected, are less interested than 
syrup exporters, as sugar is sold at ^^ short 
prices,'' that is, allowance is made for the 
drawback, which is collected by the exporter. 

The drawback on syrup has been a problem 
for the Treasury Department for some time. 
About three years ago a special commissioner 
consulted with refiners, and after considerable 
investigation they arrived at a rather complex 
formula for determining the amount of sugar 
in syrup on which to compute the drawback, 
taking into consideration at the same time the 
selling prices of sugar and syrup. That 
formula or schedule in part follows : 



Allowance Allowance 

Test of raw for 1 gallon Test of raw for 1 Kallon 

sugar used. of syrop. sugar used, of syrup. 

Degrees. Pounds. Degrees. Pounde. 

99 1.36 96 1.40 

98 1.87 95 1.41 

97 1.39 94 1.43 

Later another commission was appointed 
to investigate the subject further, and pending 
their report, as just stated, all drawbacks on 
syrup have been held up by the treasury de- 
partment. The present commission is com- 
posed of Col. Ira Ayer, special treasury agent 
at this port; Dr. C. A. Orampton, chemist of 
the internal revenue oflflce at Washington, and 
F. J. Crilly, special deputy collector at Phila- 
delphia. It is now understood that this com- 
mission will be ready to report within a few 
weeks, which will give decided satisfaction to 
the exporting trade. 

Several prominent syrup exporters were 
conversed with yesterday in reference to the 
drawback problem. A member of the firm of 
Ilaebler & Co., who are among the largest 
shippers of this article, when questioned said: 
*' The present method of the government for 
determining the drawback is entirely wrong, 
and as a result the syrup gets only about one- 
third of the rebate to which it is entitled. 
Under the present system the drawback is cal- 
culated upon the selling price or ^ commercial 
value ^ of the syrup, which is a false basis, as 
the selling price has nothing to do with the 
drawback. The law on drawbacks provides 
^ that when imported materials on which duty 
has been paid are used in the manufacture of 
articles manufactured in the United States, 
there shall be allowed on the exportation of 
such articles a drawback equal to the duties 
paid on the material used less 1 per cent, of 
such duty.' 

^^ Now, the government has prepared a com- 
plex formula which is absolutely unnecessary 
and absurd. The government admits that 40 
per cent, of syrup is sugar. Now, a gallon of 
syrup weighs from eleven and three-quarters to 
twelve and one- quarter pounds, so that on the 
government's own admission it contains from 
4.7 to over 4.8 pounds. Instead of allowing a 
rebate on such quantity, however, the govern- 
ment has figured out a formula which allows 
only about 1.4 pounds of sugar to the gallon of 
syrup, or, in other words, less than a third of 
the actual quantity. The government ofiicers 
have apparently paid no attention to the law. 
and their object seems to be to refund just as 
little of the duty as possible. 

''For the present allowance of about 1.4 
pounds of sugar to the gallon there seems to 
be no other ground than a report made to the 
collector under date of June 28, 1895, which 
states that 100 pounds of raw centrifugal sugar 
testing 96 will yield 92 pounds of hard refined 
sugar and six pounds of syrup, for which an 
average duty-paid price of 3.882 cents for the 
92 pounds of granulated sugar was estimated, 
and at the same time stated that 5 cents per 
gallon was a fair valuation to place on the 
syrup as * thrown from the centrifugal.' We 
contend that this estimated price for the syrup, 
in the first place, has nothing to do with the 
drawback, and second, that it is entirely arbi- 
trary, and would, if continued, be subject to 



frequent change, according to the fluctuations 
in the market price of syrup. 

^^ It is a very simple matter for the govern- 
ment to ascertain the actual amount of sug^r 
in syrup, as this is readily shown by the po- 
lariscope, and as every parcel of syrup is 
tested there is no diflSculty in keeping an 
accurate record. The only other point to be 
established, then, in order to get at the draw- 
back, is the value of the sugar from which the 
syrup is made. This can be easily shown from 
the customs records. The refiners always 
make a sworn statement of the cost of the raw 
sugar in the export entries made by them for 
every lot of syrup exported. It must be ad- 
mitted from the wording of the law that the 
only question to be considered in computing 
the drawback is the amount of duty paid on 
the sugar contained in the syrup. The ques- 
tion of selling price or commercial value has 
nothing to do with this. Moreover, the com- 
mercial value established by the Treasury De- 
partment was taken two years ago. Since 
then the value has increased, which has added 
to the injustice to the exi>orter. 

^^As an instance of the absurdity of taking the 
selling value as the basis, it may be stated that 
a buyer who purchased 100 barrels of syrup at, 
say, ten cents a gallon, would receive a greater 
drawback per gallon than a large purchaser 
who took 1000 barrels of identically the same 
syrup, which he would get for, say, nine cents 
per gallon on account of the large quantity pur- 
chased. 

** The exporters of syrup have been urging 
the government to settle this question for more 
than two years, but up to the present time we 
have been able to obtain only the reply that the 
matter was 'under consideration.' Of course 
this delay is greatly injuring us in ou^ business 
as competition forces us to allow for the draw- 
back, while at the same time we can not know 
just what to allow.'' 

John Hales, another exporter, said: "Un- 
der the old tariff it was a year and a half be- 
fore we got a cent of drawback. Finally an 
arrangement was made by which the draw- 
back on all syrups costing not over eight cents, 
as ^ thrown from the centrifugal' were to re- 
ceive the full drawback, leaving the matter 
still unsettled, as far as higher priced goods 
were concerned. Personally I am satisfied 
with the settlement made by the government 
for goods costing eight cents or less, and only 
wish that some agreement might be speedily 
reached on higher cost goods, as the present 
uncertainty is a serious inconvenience to us. 
For instance, the books of many exporters 
to-day would probably show an actual 
loss, as it is impossible to know just how much 
the drawback will be.'' 

Chauncey C. Ryder, a custom-house broker 
who has paid considerable attention to this 
matter, said : " I think that there is no ques- 
tion that the government made a mistake in its 
method of arriving at the drawback. The 
present method had been tried in the case of 
tin cans, and the treasury officers apparently 
thought that it would work well in the case of 
syrup. They now, however, practically admit 
their mistake, and will, I believe, remedy it. 
I have no doubt that a fixed rate per gallon 
will be established instead of the present com- 
plex formula. The main question now is to ar- 
rive at an average rate which shall both be fair 
to the exporter and at the same time protect 
the government.'*— M Y. Journal of Commerce 
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WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 
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STOCKS. 

At four ports of the United States to Mar. 80 . 

At four ports of Great Britain to Mar. 2H^ 

At Havana and Matanzas to Mar. 80 . 



..Tons 



290,805 
80 500 
92 000 



BBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING APRIL 8, z8g8. 



Received.. 
Sold 



Hhds. 
143 
148 



-SUOAR- 



Barrels. 
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8,643 



MOLASSKt. 

Barrels. 
954 
951 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS PROlf SEPT. 



Z897, TO APRIL 8, Z898. 

-SUGAR- 



Hhds. 

Received „ 22.009 

Sold 22,009 

Received same time last year..« 81,522 



Barrels. 
K861,728 
1,839,303 
1,199,006 



MOLASSBf. 

Barrals. 

181,201 
181,201 
215,997 
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April 9. 



WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898. 
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RBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THB WBBK 
BNDINQ APR. 8» 1898. 



Received . 

Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

_ 411 



BSLS. 



Clsam. 

260 
1,478 



RBCBIPT8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FROM AUQ. i, 1897, TO APR. 
8, 1898, COMPARBD WITH LA8T TBAR« 8AMB TIIIB. 



This year.. 
Last year. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 448,481 
^ 876,620 



BsLS. Clxa^. 

8^940 
8.088 



Sus^ar. 

The sugar market at the close of the 
week was firm, and a fair demand pre- 
vailed. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle molasses in first hands ; 
centrifugals quiet. 



Rice. 

Rough rice was strong at the close of 
the week, but trading was restricted 
owing to the lack of receipts, and con- 
sequently small offerings. Clean rice 
was also strong. 



Barbados. 

The hoc and sultry weather which March 
has inherited from February relieved itself 
somewhat on the 10th in much needed rain. 
Between the 10th and 13th three to four inches 
fell, refreshing to the old plants as well as to 
the young: indeed, the ripe, or rather ripen- 
ing canes, forced ripe, and scorched by the 
hot ^suns of the last two months, needed, and 
were thirsty for. the rain-water, which will 
sorely Improve the juice, and probably the 
yield. Windmills have been at a standstill for 
over a week for want of wind. The March 
winds have ^one mad. sometimes lulled to 
a dead calm, at others shifty and unstable, 
veering round the points of the compass, 
north, south, and frequently west, so that 
nothing can be done until It settles once more 
in some easterly point. Steam mills, how- 
ever, are pushing on. specially conspicuous 
daring the past week with their long trails of 
:9moke all blowing the wrong way from west 



to east. It is a question whether the westerly 
winds — the ••strange'' winds, as our people 
call them— are blowing us ill by staying our 
mills. It is true that the juice is sinking 10 
deg.-— a good test of ripeness, but when it takes 
2000 gallons of cane juice to make a ton of 
sugar, it may well X>e doubted whether the 
ripeness is natural, and the juice up to mark. 
The yield to date has remained constant 1>^ 
tons to the acre from splendid looking canes— 
quite good enough for 2 '.j. The probability is 
that when the mills are loosed in April, a bet- 
ter yield per acre will be obtained. The wish 
is truly father to the thought, but it will 
be remembered that a few years back (nine, 
we think) March was dead calm, and that 
when reaping operations recommenced in 
April, the yield was markedly improved. 
However, the bulk of the crop at that time 
consisted of the lamented Bourbon, while of 
the performance of the increasing multitude 
of supplanting varieties no man can speak with 
certainty— opinions with regard to them are so 
contrary, and their behavior from year to 
year so uncertain. 

Undoubtedly the best two months for 
gathering sugar in this island are April and 
May: before that period the canes are just 
verging on fitness, afterward they begin to de- 
teriorate and decay, and are preyed upon and 
wasted by all sorts of creatures, fungus, bipeds 
and the large remnant of rats which the mon- 
goose have not killed, and with which some 
say they fraternize: but whatever the cause of 
loss and decay, after .June it is enormous. 
Wind-dependent as we are. and sun-dependent 
for drying megass for cooking juice that sighs 
and sobs and still further loses and deterior- 
ates in open kettles, our loss must needs be 
great, and must continue to be so long as reap- 
ing, which ought to be smartly effected in at 
least three months, is long drawn out to four, 
and in some instances to Ave. It is untenable 
to stick to our effete old processes, as unwise 
as It would be to build nowadays a fleet of 
wooden sailing ships. As the Produce Markets 
Bevieic ohseryeB: '•Sugar, under existing cir- 
cumstances, can not be grown at a profit under 
the old process they employ." It behooves us 
then to consider carefully the best methods for 
Improving our manufacture, facilitating our 



reaping and preventing loss. In this island we 
can do little outside sugar cane— food roots for 
local consumption being about the sum of our 
subsidiary industries, which, by the way, will 
be of extreme importance, should our Ameri- 
can trade route become infested with hostile 
fleets. — Reporter y March^ 19. 



Reciprocity With Spain. 

By Associated Press. 

London, March 21.— The Madrid corre- 
spondent of the Standard says : 

Senor Polo y Bernabe, the Spanish minister 
at Washington, has been authorized to make 
all the concessions possible in order to obtain 
the speedy conclusion of a fair reciprocity 
treaty. By America's expressed desire, this 
will also include the Philippines. Both the 
Cuban and Spanish Cabinets are anxious to 
expedite the negotiations to the utmost. 

Senor Polo y Bernabe wires that he has 
found the American State Department very 
favorably disposed on this point, but more 
interest than ever is shown in the international 
situation, pending the Maine affair. 



Personal. 



Mr. B. J. Morey, of Patterson, well known 
and highly esteemed in Louisiana and else- 
where, was in the city during the past week, 
accompanied by Mrs. Morey, and stopped at 
the Grunewald. 

Mr. Victor Jorda was the manager as usual 
this season on the fine Reserve plantation of 
Mr. Leon Godchaux and added to the laurels 
he already possesses as a plantation manager. 
Reserve is a splendid exhibition of what good 
management can do. 

One of the best sugar makers in the State is 
Mr. J. H. Fleetwood, who was during the past 
season in charge of the boiling department on 
the Rebecca plantation. It is needless to say 
that Mr. Fleetwood is never in want of a crop, 
and be seems to add to his skill every cam- 
paign. 

Col. William Minor, a prominent sugar 
planter of Terrebonne parish, and a brother of 
the Hon. H. C. Minor, lately deceased, was in 
the city last Tuesday en route home after a 
trip to Natchez. 
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WANTS. 



W« will pnblish In this column, int of charge ondl 
Ivtter notice, the applications of all manai^en, orrer- 
Mtta, enfflneen and tngar maker*, and otiien who may 
be leeHnit poeltiona In the coiintrra nnd also the wants 
•f planters desiring to employ any of these. 

WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and %vigAr house ensineers in the State is novr open 
for an engagement as chiel engineer to construct, repair 
or run any lar^e house in the united States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 ClcTeland street, New Orleans, 
La. 4-^98 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 
would like an engsf ement for the coming treason ; 
recommendors the oest in the SUte. Addres* J. PR ^NZj 
Soreks, St. Louis county. Mo. 






WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AXDYARD 
msn. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
youltry and hogs and be a good milker. Addre»sMrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, CentenriUe, La. 4-5"^ 

rANTBD-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the coming crop, by a man of long ezperir nee. I 
can furnish the best of references from my tormer em> 

yloyers and will guarantee perfect satidfac'tion. Address 
. K. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orlean«, La. 4-4-98 



f< 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
references and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
ferred. Address GO VERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 

-1X7 ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
W Painter ; can give good references. Address aoo, 
this office. 4-9 9^' 



WANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take ofiF a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years* experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr.,No. 4730 TchoupttouUs street. 

3-a9-98. 



-IXTANTED— A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^* perience in besTy framing and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, de«irei work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug^r hoose«, or in erecting 
cane aheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing thsn any caxpenterin the Siiiie. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
season; first-class references furnished. Address 
Box 16, Ponchatoula, La. 3-26-98. 



WANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicsting vrith an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, speciallv familiar wiih designing and 
constructing the most mooern machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. P., 1304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-^-98. 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boiler in some large factory. Best of refer- 
ences given. W. B., Box 6a, Donaldsooville, La. 

3-31-98. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, a« well as »even seasons of 
plantation boiling; understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. E. 
MOORE, aSs South Fifth sueet, Brooklyn, New York. 

3-35-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vscunm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop; be «t of reference and sstisf action guaran- 
teed. H. J. bA VOY, Pslncourtvilie, La. 3 18 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS BL XCKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years* experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason (siven for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibkon. La. 3-16-^8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' BX- 
perienc in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position ss manager or hi<« assistant; best of 
testimonials Address SUCCEbS, Pioduce Exchange, 
E 15, New York. 3-i7-s5 

W A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly ; sober and reliable : can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address SFABLKMAN, 
care this office. 3-17-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF BNGI- 
Deer snd machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Oamp street. New Orleans, 
La. 3.9.98 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESJRBS PO- 
sition at once; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification; write for furher particulars, W. J. Z., aii 
Wharton street, Philsdelphia, Pa. 3*9-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will Uke iob work ; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5-98 



fX7 ANTED — EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGBI- 
VV culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position ; best references. Address Box 309, Irvington, 
New Jersey. 3-5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
ice-house work ; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer : csn furuish good references. Address 
F. G. LcmENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3*4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sngar maker, a man who has much experience 
n planution and refinery boiling; also undersunds 
clarification and polarising ; habiu strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana rLANTAn. 3-31-98. 



WANTKD— A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar planution, where he can 
do the boiling during the grinding and make himself 
useful St general repair work the remainder of the year; 
can furntsh good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street. New Orleans, La. 3-23 98. 



WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FA.MILY, 
a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reterence furnished if necessary. Address P. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. 3-33-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 3S years of age ; nave had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivstion of cane. Call or address 
Pi^NTBR, 518 and 530 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

3-34.98 



WANTED— IRISH-AMERICAN, 36 YEARS UF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, desires posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, SUtion O, Philadelphia, Pa. 2-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



WANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and sheet iron worker in countrv for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house; long experience 
and good references given ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
1 139 Orange street, New Orleans. 3-15 97 



WANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street. 
New Orleans. 3-10-98 



WA N T E D-POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years' experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single; 00 bad hsbits; best of refer- 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jsckson, 
La. 3-IO-98 



WANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better it 
will suit;: he best of references. Address EXPhRT, 
this office. 3-5^ 



err ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
VV on a plantation ; has had many vears' experience; 
can furnish good references. Address' F.SINTES, 343a 
Chartres street. 3 -5 -95 



IXTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
'^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BERGER, 1S15 St. Antoine street. 3-5-98 



WANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions ior coming campaign ; the best 
of references on spplication. Address **CUYSTALS," 
care Planter. 3-5-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years' experience; c^in fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, 2620 
Dauphine street. 3-3-9S 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can lurnish good references; six yesrs' 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 518 Lonika 
street. 3-3-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS 1 SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 



a-3-98 



WANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS ; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 



TITANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^V and mechanic for Mexico; can furnish gbod refer- 
ences. Address JOS. :>ERRANO, 919 Poland sueet 

1-34^ 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strlinly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-3498 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magaxine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILFR FOR 
the coming season. Have Had five years' exprrl- 
ence and can furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Centrsl, La. 1 -ao-oe 



WANTED— A POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
jrtrdener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOSLLE, 1938 bt. Louis street, city. 

i-ai-98 



WANTED— A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
man as assistsnt overseer on a sugar plantation. 
References required. McCRACKBN BROS.. Eola 
La. i.3»96 

Vjrr ANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-. 

VV keeper or other clerical position on su^ar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent marticd man; 
speaka hnglUn and french; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-98 



WANTED— A PO>ITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience In refinery and plantation work, bcrt of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 834 First 
street. New Orleans. i-i5Hi8 



WANTED— POSITION ASGHEMISTOR SUGAR 
maker; his had five years' experience as both; 
best of references iumisheo. Address A., care this 
office. . 1-17- '8 



ANTED- A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 
T V slsUni engineer: has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 



W 



O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 



1-18-^ 



TITANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^^ has had seren years' experience ; can furnish good 
reference. Address K. L.,618 St Louis street. 1 i>98 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of thia office. 

1-11-9B 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to Uke ofiF for the season of 1808; 
At references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. I-II-9B 



WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter and wheelwright; 
never drink, and can give good references. Address 
BOX 73, B aton Rouge, La. 1 - 1 1 -98 



WANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 
good references wishes to learn some good busi- 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 

1-11-98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 
position in sagar house as chief; twenty-five yean' 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
s. ._ -._ — J . — Addresr 

1-11-98 



will engage by the year at moderate salary. Address 
ENGINEER 3030, this office. 



WANTED— A CHEMIST DESIRES TO TAKE 
charve of the chemical work of a sugar factory; 
graduate ofthe Agricultural College of Utah, with about 
two years' experience as assistsnt chemist in the Utah 
Experiment Sution. Address P. O. BOX 4SS, Logan, 
Utah. 1-11-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N. Fi anklin street, city. 1 •13*98. 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO 
. . erecty repsir or operate machine^ on sugar or 
rice plantation ; sstisf action gnar^tnteed. Address W. 
C. B., 537 Henry Clay avenue. New Orleana. i -5-98 \ 



W 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER FOR 

1808, by a man of long experience, who can 

furnish reference. Address A« D. LACY, Patterson, 
La. 1-3.98 



WANTED- POSITION AS ASSISTANT MAN- 
ager or overseer on sugar plantation for 1848, by a 
single young man with four years' experience; handles 
labor successfully; is well versed in cultivation and all 
branches of plantation work; habits strictly lem erate: 
best references furnished. Address «« OVERSEER,'' 
care of A. Koehritz, Assistant Postmaster, Napoleon- 
viUe, La. 13-30-97 
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The Sugar Planters' Association. 

The April meeting of this asso- 
ciation was held last Thursday even- 
ing at its rooms on Oarondelet street. 
President Rost was in the chair, Sec- 
retary Dykers at the desk and there 
was a fair attendance, among those 
present being Messrs. L. M. Soniat, 
Henry McCall, J. P. Kemper, John Dy- 
mond, E. P. Eastwick, Jr., W. C. 
Stubbs, E. W. Deming and C. Robert 
Churchill. 

On motion, the reading of the min- 
utes of the previous meeting was 
dispensed with. The names of Messrs. C. 
S. Burt, S. S. Lees and Hubert 
Edson were proposed for membership 
in the association by Mr. Wibray J. 
Thompson and they were all unanimous- 
ly elected. 

President Rost then referred to the 
death of the second vice president of the 
association, Hon. H. C. Minor, which 
had occurred since the last meeting, and 
on motion of Mr. McCall he appointed 
Messrs. Henry McCall, John Dymond 
and L. M. Soniat as a committee to 
draw up suitable resolutions expressive 
of the sorrow of the association, to be 
presented at ihe next regular meeting. 

Hon. Henry McCall then offered the 

following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the secretary of the Louisiana 
Sn^ar Planters' Association be and is hereby 
aatborized and instructed to communicate with 
the Hon. Wilbur F. Wakeman, of New York, 
secretary of the American Protective Tariff 
League, with the view of having this associa- 
tion enrolled as a member and defender in 
said Tariff League. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The regular topic of the evening — 
''Making Concrete 'in the Multiple 
Effects,'' was then taken up and Messrs. 
L. M. Soniat and E. W. Deming read 
papers on this subject. The paper read 
by Mr. Deming was prepared by Mr. S. 
Morris Lillie, of Philadelphia, while 
Mr. Soniat's paper was prepared by 
himself. The papers were received with 
thanks and ordered published and they 
appear elsewhere in this issue. A full 



discussion of the subject matter of the 
papers then ensued, which was partici- 
pated in by Messrs. McCall, Dymond, 
Stubbs, Rost, Soniat, Churchill and 
Eastwick. A full stenographic report 
of the discussion will appear in our next 
issue. 

After leaving the selection of a topic 
for discussion at the next meeting to 
the discretion of the president, the 
meeting adjourned. 



The Louisiana Crop. 

Cool weather, a dozen degrees lower 
than the planters would like to see, 
again prevailed during several days of 
the past week, and prevented the young 
cane from developing as rapidly as it 
should. While vegetation has been 
checked, however, there has been no 
actual damage so far chronicled, and 
the prospects are, on the whole, very 
encouraging. Plant cane continues to 
give rise to some complaint on account 
of the gappy stand it is making in cer- 
tain localities, but it appears to be im- 
proving, while stubble is universally 
reported to be in excellent shape. The 
weather has been good for field work, 
and the necessary showers and higher 
temperature may be confidently ex- 
pected in the near future. 



Sugar Beet Industry in the United 
States. 

The Secretary of Agriculture has just 
transmitted to the President for the in- 
formation of Congress a very full report 
on the present condition of the sugar 
beet industry in*this country, and of the 
operations of the department during the 
past season in relation thereto. The 
document consists of two parts, the first 
being a report from the chemist of the 
department. Dr. H. W. Wiley, in which 
the history of the industry is reviewed 
and giving a full account of the season's 
operations. 

The principal distribution of sugar' 
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beet seed the past season was made 
through the agency of the agricultural 
experiment stations, the directors of 
many stations having been appointed 
special agents of the department for 
carrying this method into effect. Seeds 
were also sent to about 10,000 farmers 
in different parts of the country, with 
full instructions for planting, cultivat- 
ing, and sampling for analysis. These 
instructions were contained in Farmers^ 
Bulletin No. 5^, of which during the sea- 
son nearly 150,000 copies were distrib- 
uted. The samples for analysis were sent 
either to the agricultural experiment 
stations or to the Department of Agri- 
culture. In all about 2300 samples were 
received for analysis at the Department 
of Agriculture. 

The best results were reported from 
the States of New York and Michigan. 
Other States in which reports were fa- 
vorable were Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, 
Minnesota, Nevada, South Dakota, Wyo- 
ming and Colorado. States giving fair 
results were Iowa, Nebraska, New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania. In general, it 
was found that after passing south of 
the mean isotherm of 71 deg. F. for the 
three months of June, July and August, 
the results were poor. It is found that 
the belt of territory included between the 
limits of the isotherms of 71 and 69 deg. 
may be regarded as the basic belt of the 
beet sugar industry. The best results 
are obtained within or north of this belt, 
other climatic conditions being favora- 
ble. Extreme northern limits of sugar 
beet culture are determined only by the 
advent of freezing weather. 

A comparison of analytical data with 
the thermal area shows . a remarkable 
agreement. In States so situated that 
their northern portions are in the favor- 
able thermal area, while their southern 
portions are without, comparison of the 
analyses of the beets grown in the south- 
ern, central and northern portions of 
these States shows a regular gradation 
of excellence from south to north. 

The conditions of growing beets under 
irrigation have been studied somewhat, 
but imperfectly. The data collected, 
however, is very reassuring, and lead to 
the evident belief that irrigated lands, 
under proper thermal conditions, will 
give most excellent returns with beets. 

The report contains not only the ana- 
lytical data obtained at the Department 
of Agriculture, arranged alphabetically 



by States and counties, but also of the 
data which have been obtained at the 
agricultural experiment stations during 
the year. In all instances the data ob- 
tained at the stations agree very closely 
with those secured from the same States 
at the Department of Agriculture. These 
data from the experimental stations are 
collated and studied side by side with 
the data from the same States obtained 
from the Department of Agriculture, 
making a complete exposition of the re- 
sults of investigations from all parts of 
the country. The collaboration thus se- 
cured between the States and the de- 
partment has afforded the best possible 
results in the studies undertaken. 

Experiments were also conducted in 
the production of high-grade beets. 
Some of the high-grade seeds obtained 
at the station at Schuyler during the 
continuance of the work at that point 
were found to have suflfteient vitality to 
continue their growth. Other high- 
grade seeds produced from specially 
analyzed beets were procured from Eu- 
ropean growers, and, in collaboration 
with six of the experiment stations, 
comparative tests were made of these 
seeds in various localities. The stations 
collaborating in this work were Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Iowa, Wis- 
consin and New York. The best results 
were obtained from the stations in Wis- 
consin and New York. The beets which 
were grown at the New York station 
were carefully selected for physical 
properties, and those which reached the 
standard of shape and size were sub- 
jected to individual analyses and pre- 
served for the propagation of seeds for 
the season of 1898. In all, 800 beets 
were found to have the requisite qualifi- 
cations for the production of seed, and 
these have been preserved during the 
winter in a silo and are to be distributed 
this spring to the various stations for 
seed production. A few of them which 
have exhibited peculiar strains of excel- 
lence have been preserved for the pro- 
duction of a new variety of beets, which 
it is proposed to call the American Elite. 
These beets have an average weight of 
about 30 ounces and an average content 
of sugar of 19 per cent. The purity of 
juices in similar beets was found to be 
about 85. These beets, having shown 
these remarkable variations from the 
standard in size and sugar quality, are 
evidently fitted to produce a new variety 



of beets better suited to American farm- 
ers than the standard beets of Europe. 
It is the intention of the department to 
endeavor to establish a variety of beets 
of this kind which shall have at least a 
third greater weight than the standard 
sugar beet of Europe without losing 
anything in sugar content or in purity 
of juice. The immense advantage of 
such a variety of beet for American 
growers is easily seen. The most suc- 
cessful scientific work in the future will 
come from placing the seeds in the 
hands of a few reliable persons in each 
locality and securing a careful supervi- 
sion of their work by some accredited 
agent of a State experiment station or 
the Department of Agriculture. 

The report contains a chapter on the 
value of the sugar beet and the beet 
pulp as cattle food, giving the chemical 
composition of each, the ratio between 
the nutrients, and its general value as a 
producer of milk and fat, and as a sus- 
taining ration. 

The report closes with a chapter on 
statistics of sugar production in this 
country during the year 1897. During 
the season nine factories were in opera- 
tion in the United States, namely : at 
Alameda, Los Alamitos, Watsonville 
and Chino, Cal. ; Lehi, Utah ; Eddy, 
N. Mex. ; Grand Island and Norfolk, 
Neb., and Rome, N. Y. Forty-one 
thousand two hundred and seventy-two 
acres of beets were harvosted, with an 
aggregate weight of 389,685 tons, a 
yield of almost 9>^ tons per acre. This 
is less than the average in Europe, but 
with more scientific agriculture and 
judicious fertilization the yield in this 
country can doubtless be brought up to 
if not above the average of the best 
fields of Europe. The careful experi- 
ments of the New York Experiment 
Station at Geneva, with beets grown in 
collaboration with the Department of 
Agriculture, resulted in an average 
yield of over 16 tons of high grade beets 
per acre. 

The total amount of beet sugar made 
in the United States during the year 
1897 was 90,491,670 pounds, an average 
of 232 pounds per ton of 2000 pounds, 
or 11.6 per cent, of the weight of the 
beets. This is a less percentage than is 
obtained in Germany, but, considering 
the newness of the industry in this 
country, it is sufficiently encouraging. 
Reliable information shows that there 
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will be in operation in the United States 
during 1898 seventeen factories, new 
factories being located in Utah (1), 
Oregon (1), California (4), Michigan 
(1), and New York (1). It is safe tO 
say that at least 80,000 acres will be 
planted in beets during the season of 
1898. The yield of beets may be ex- 
pected to be nearly 800,000 tons and of 
sugar about 180,000,000 pounds. These 
estimates should be reduced somewhat 
to represent the proper output of beet 
sugar in the United States; they are 
sufficient, however, to show the rapid 
growth of the industry, which will ex- 
perience an enlargement of not less than 
70 per cent, during the coming season. 
The percentage of beet sugar produced 
in the United States during 1897 to the 
total consumption was only 2^:i , but the 
prospects are that in 1898 it will be 
nearly 4 per cent, of the total consump- 
tion, which now amounts to about 2,000,- 
000 tons annually. 

The second part of the report consists 
of a full account of the operations of the 
field agent, Mr. C. F. Saylor, who dur- 
ing the past season visited all the prin- 
cipal sugar-beet manufacturing plants 
and factories, and recounts the result of 
his interviews with both growers and 
manufacturers. Mr. Saylor's paper 
concludes with answers from the practi- 
Chl men in chai;ge of various beet -sugar 
factories in response to a series of inter- 
rogatories concerning the more impor- 
tant features of the beet-sugar industry. 



April Prospects. 

From the diary of that distinguished 
Mnte'bellum sugar planter, Mr. Colomb, 
whose death was recently announced in 
our columns, we have secured some data 
.concerning April weather in St. James 
parish before the war, which will be 
of general interest, showing how care- 
fully all the crop conditions were con- 
sidered at that time, and at the same time 
we have some side lights thrown upon 
ihe industry developing some of its 
features that are quite quaint and 
curious now that nearly half a century 
lias intervened since these careful 
records were made. Crop conditions are 
common talk among us all to-day just 
-as they were half a century ago. The 
omnipresent negro slave has disappeared 
and we tell of labor as plentiful or 
.scarce. The crevasse issue was always 



present half a century ago and we 
yet shudder at the dangers that con- 
fronted us but a year past. Happily 
our vastly improved levee system gives 
us now quite a different record in that 
respect from what we find in these old 
records of half a century ago. 

The extracts we have made from Mr. 
Colomb's diary are as follows: 

1851. 

April 2, clear and cool. On the evening of 
March 27 the river was at the highest point 
ever known. Crevasse at Babln (not bad). 
One happened at T. Bunax, but was stopped ; 
the one at Doyal is abandoned. April 2, river 
falling ; 6 Inches below high water. April 4, 
crevasse at Babln not yet stopped ; the work 
has given away two or three times. April 7, 
crevasse at Babln's stopped yesterday. Water 
backing up in canals from swamps. River 
gone down 1 foot. April 9. river on a stand ; 
back water rising. Is within 2 inches of sur- 
faces. April 15, plant cane sprouting. Corn 
very fine. Ratoons coming out. River falling 
slowly. April 16, Jim Chicken and Edmond 
ran away. April 18, Alfred ran away. April 
20, river 18 inches below. April 22, caught 
Edmond. 25th, river falling slowly; back 
water same. Pork worth $16 ; molasses, 38c. ; 
fair sugar, 5>^c. 28th, first warm day this 
year. Doyal's crevasse broke away by a raft. 
81st, crop growing well. Plant cane 2 feet 
high ; ratoons 18 inches ; com 8 feet. 

1852. 
April 1, clear, warm. Ratoons very back- 
ward; hardly up in sandy land. Plant very 
good everywhere. Want rain much. River 
on a stand at foot of levee. 8d, pork $17 ; fair 
sugar, 4 to 4^c.; molasses, 18 to 25c. 5th, 
com good. River falling. Com 40 cents a 
bushel. 7th, cane suffering for rain. Ratoons 
coming out, though backward. Plant very 
fine. 10th and Uth, very good rain. 13th, 
too much rain. 15th, river rising slowly. 16th, 
weather cold for season, and too wet. Com 
tumed yellow by cold and wet. 2l8t, cane 
yellow on account of rain and cold. 25tb, 
river at a stand, 4 feet below last year's high 
water mark. 26th, flour, $3.60; lard, 10c.; 
com, 40c. per bushel; pease, $1.60 per bushel; 
cotton, 5 to 8c. 27th, clear and cold. 28th, 
warm. 30th, cane and corn begin to look well 
again, since three days of warm weather. 

1853. 
April 2, warm and dry; cotton brisk; sugar 
and molasses very dull. 5th, river gone down 
one foot from high water mark. 6th, plant 
cane backward ; ratoons rising out with warm 
weather. 11th, want rain for the crop; river 
8 feet below this year's high watermark. 15th, 
cane backward; com very fine; want rain. 
18th, cane not Improving, for want of rain. 
20th, cotton, 10 and 11; sugar dull at 4 and 
4)4; molasses 22 and 23, rebelled; pork $14.50. 
22d, river rising slowly ; no rain for one month. 
27th, com very fine, 3 feet high ; ratoons very 
fine. 30th, no rain for 35 days, cane very 
backward for this season. 



1854. 
April 1, clear, cool. 3d, frost. 12th, negroes 
died of cholera at Traslmond Landry 'S. Cane 
turned yellow by frost on 3d. Great State 
stake race came off on the Ist In New Orleans; 
20,000 dollars won by Lexington, of Kentucky, 
in 8:08^, 8:03; track very muddy.: On Satur- 
day, 8th, 4 mile race, Lecompte beat Lexing- 
ton In two straight heats, 7:26, 7:38%, fastest 
time ever made. 5th, cloudy, warm. 10th, 
river on a stand at foot of levee. 12th, cholera 
disappearing at Traslmond Landry's; ground 
in bad order by rain and cold winds; com 
looks bad ; plant up well, ratoons also ; com 
looks yellow. 16th, cloudy, cool; cold weather 
for season; crop backward; thermometer 50 
In shade. 17th, cold, clear. 20th, cholera on 
some plantations In Iberville parish. 26th, 
molasses sold In Lafourche at 4 cents per gallon 
on plantaUon, fair sugar 2^^ to 3^^. 28th, 
light frost. 

1855. 

April 2, clear, warm ; sold some sugar at 6 
cents, and 50 barrels molasses at 26 cents; 
plant cane coming out; ratoons backward. 
4th, river rising; drift passing; want rain. 
8th, river went up 5 feet, and is^ now falling. 
Lexington beat Lecompte in the great race in 
7 :23%. 15th, fair sugar, 4% ; molasses, 26 in 
town; coru, $1.10 a bushel; pork, $16 per bar- 
rel. 20th, very dry; want rain much. 24th, 
weather very warm for season; com good; 
plant also; ratoons coming out since a few 
days. 27th, fair sugar, 5>^. 29th, want rain 
very much; one light rain In forty days; cane 
and corn suffering; river low. 

1866. 
April 1, cloudy, cool; want rain; river goes 
down 4 feet; plant cane coming out very well. 
4th, no rain since 30 days ; ratoons not up at 
all. 22d, ratoons not up at all. 25th, plant 
good. 29th, rain enough. 

1867. 
April 1, good rain; crop very fine. 8d, cold, 
clear. 13th, frost; cane cut down to ground ; 
com all killed; crop looks very bad. 18tl|, 
plant sickly, some dying; cane no more ad- 
vanced than on the lltb of March. 19th, clear, 
cold. 23d, frost and ice; cane all cut down 
again, some dying; crop looks miserable; want 
rain very much. 28th, light frost. 29th, 
cloudy, warm. 

1858. 

April 1, cloudy. 5tb, plant not up well in 
some parts of field. In fact not up at all; com 
very fine. 8th, river rUlng fast; breaks in 
levee over In Mississippi ; crevasse near New 
Orleans, on opposite side. 13th, light frost. 
20th, com 2 feet high ; ratoons too thick in 
many places; river on a stand; want rain. 
24tb, light frost; crop turned yellow by cold 
and dry weather. 28th, light frost. 

1859. 
April 1, cloudy, warm; river rising slowly, 
at Ylcksburg is 10 inches above high -water 
mark ; ratoons begin to come out. 3d, cloudy 
and cool; cold weather for season; plant up 
well. 6th, light frost. 12th, crop backward 
as compared with last year's ; want rain. 17th, 
light frost; light frost on 18th and 19tb. 26tfa, 
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pork, $17 ; sugar, 6 to 6^ ; molasses, 32 ; cot- 
ton, UK to 12. 27th, river is now within 3 
inches of last yearns marls; some cane and com 
cut down by frost on 23d. 

1860. 
April 1, Qlear, dry; river gone down 4 feet; 
crop wants rain; loolts very bad; ratoons not 
coming up; sugar gone down, is at 7^. 9th, 
no rain in forty- two days. 11th, plant cane 
fair; ratoons thin; com very good. 17th, had 
good rain, first since fifty days; ratoons coming 
out since the rain. 30th, cool. 



The Future of the Rice flarket. 

Talmage in a recent circular gives 
some interesting data bearing upon the 
future of the rice market, and especially 
concerning the rice shipped from far 
Burmah, etc., to Europe, from January 
1 to date, during the last eleven years. 

The figures given are for bags 2 cwt., 
or one-tenth of a long ton, and the 
whole movement can be thrown into 
long tons by cutting off one figure. The 
figures are as follows : 



Year. 


Arrived. 


Afloat. 


Total. 


1838 


893,400 


704,952 


1,693,352 


1889 


797,768 


490,016 


1,387,784 


1890 


579,416 


470,440 


1,049,866 


1891 


828,248 


579,000 


1,407,248 


189*2 


628,832 


638,760 


1,267,692 


1893 


737,432 


581,672 


1,319,104 


1894 


637,496 


267,668 


905,064 


1895 


1,091,488 


498,144 


1,589,632 


1896 


662,256 


267,160 


829,316 


1897 


953,016 


669,728 


1,612,744 


1898 


399.640 


193,400 


593,040 



From these figures it will be seen that 
the movement of rice from the East to 
Europe this year has been but little over 
one-third of what was done during the 
same period last year. The famine in 
India and the scarcity of rice in Japan 
seem to have done their work, as evi- 
denced in the diminished movement. 

From these data we should infer that 
the rice markets of Europe and America 
would certainly remain strong until a 
very material change occurs in the sta- 
tistical interior. Immense quantities of 
rice will be produced in Louisiana in 
1898, because of the remunerative prices 
realized for a year or two past, and the 
present statistic^ situation in Europe 
would warrant our rice planters in ex- 
pecting remunerative prices again for 
the crop of 1898. 



LOCAL LETTERS. 



Mr. J. M. Supple and Mrs. Supple, of Bayou 
Gonla, La., were at the St. Charles Hotel 
on Thursday. 

Mr. B. H. Pring, of the fine Oneida planta- 
tion in St. James parish, was in the city on one 
of his customary visits a few days ago. 

Mr. Earl Bamett, of Shadyside, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago. 



Ascension. 

fSpeolal Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: We had another 
nice little rain TucRday night. It was ''just 
splendid,'' what there was of it, but there was 
not enough of lit; and, what is still more of a 
drawbaclc, the temperature lowered after the 
precipitation instead of rising as we would lilce 
It to do. The mercury got down below £0 deg. 
Wednesday night, and although the sun Is shin- 
ing brilliantly this morning, a cool northerly 
wind prevails, which Iceeps the mercury de- 
pressed a dozen degrees more than is reason- 
able. This condition is retardTog the growth 
of vegetation materially, and all who are in- 
terested in the sprouting cane crop are anxious 
to see more rain and higher temperatures. 

The river creeps steadily upward, and stands 
this morning at 25.6 feet above extreme low 
water mark, which is .6 of a foot higher than 
the nominal danger line at Donaldsonville. 
There Is no real danger in such a stage, how- 
ever, and with such line big levees as now con- 
fine the waters of the river and Bayou 
Lafourche, in this parish, even last year's ex- 
traordinary flood would be far from causing 
the apprehension and concern it did then. 
Happily, there is no prospect that 1897 's top- 
notch record will be equaled or even approxi- 
mated this season, and everybody regards the 
fact with pleasure. To-day's official reading of 
the gauge at Donaldsonville is just four feet 
below that of the same date last year. Local 
Observer Park has not receded from his predic- 
tion that 28 feet will be the maximum of the 
present freshet, and that leaves a margin of 
4.85 feet on the safe side of the 1897 flood 
line. 

There is little of interest to report from the 
plantations and no appreciable change from 
the conditions cited in last week^s Ascension 
letter. 

The committee having in charge the prepa- 
rations for the '' Planters' ball,'' held its first 
session Wednesday afternoon, with Chairman 
F. B. Lemann presiding, and fixed upon 
Wednesday, May 11, as the date for the enter- 
tainment. Although the sentiment of the 
meml>ers of the ^^Abspa,'' as expressed at 
the meeting of the 5th inst., was favorable to 
tixing the date for the ball before that of the 
annual dinner (May 3), the committee prop- 
erly decided, after due deliberation, that the 
intervening tinie was too brief to allow the 
ladies sufficient opportunity to prepare for the 
event as elaborately as they usually like to do, 
hence it is that the dance will take place the 
week after the dining. Both events are already 
exciting no little interest in society circles, 
and there is general gratification over the 
action of the A. B. S. P. A. in reviving these 
entertainments, which were formerly conspic- 
uous events in the social annals of 

Ascension. 

Iberville. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The cool spell of 
last week brought us two frosts, which, how- 
ever, were imperceptible close to the river, and 



even in the interior of the parish they were too 
light to inflict severe damage. ' C'cm and cane 
looked a Itttle droopy for several days, but are 
doing well now. There was a nice rain Tuet- 
day night. The cane is improving, and a 
number of planters report their spring plant to 
be better than they expected. In passing 
through fields, however, one can notice a good 
many vacant spots along the rows. The stab- 
bles are coming out in splendid shape, and a 
good acreage of second yearns stubbles will be 
cultivated. In fact, they are so fine everywhere 
that it looks like destruction to plough them 
out for com land. 

Mr. Thomas Tircuit, of the Irion plantation, 
near Plaquemine, reports that worms have 
destroyed a good part of his corn by cutting 
the roots of the young stalk, and that he had to 
replant. We have noticed, too, that Messrs. 
Barrow ^ Le Blanc and the J. Supple's Sons 
Planting Company, Limited, have hai to 
replant some. 

Mr. Luslgnan N. Folse, of Whitecastle, is 
moving things at Texas. Owing to bad seed 
cane, the planting reached only 250 acres 
where 800 acres were expected, but the cane 
is showing a find stand, and the stubbles, of 
which there are 200 first year's and 100 second 
year's, promise a full crop. Mr. Folse will 
put in centrifugals this year, and will make 
his mixer sufficiently large so as to accommo- 
date a strike from the vacuum pan which he 
hopes to put in another season. Mr. Folse be- 
lieves in good drainage, and is having a large 
canal dug, which will make Texas one of the 
best drained places in the parish. 

One of the mills for the Allemania planta- 
tion of Mr. G. B. Renss has l>een received* 
The other will come later on from the Fulton 
Iron Worlcs. 

Mr. Mason T. Carter, of Regina, but former- 
ly of Natchitoches parish, has rented a part of 
the Bay Farm plantation from the Citizens 
Bank and will plant it in cotton. 

The friends of Hon. James A. Ware will be 
sorry to learn that he has been confined to his 
bed for several days. He was reported better 
Wednesday. 

Mr. John William Supple, of Bayou Qoula, 
one of our best and most energetic yoong 
planters, and vice president of the J. Snpple's 
Sons Planting Company, Limited, was mar- 
ried Wednesday to Miss Lydia Mary Traban, 
daughter of Mr. (Jeolfrid Trahan, of the 
Aloysia plantation, and a charming and ac- 
complished lady. Mr and Mrs. Supple will 
take up their abode at the Catherine planta- 
tion, where the groom has lately built a neat 
little home. 

Another happy wedding celebrated in this 
parish this week was that of Mr. Frank StuntSr 
the promising young chemist of Cinclare, to 
Miss Louise Sharp, daughter of Mr. J. W. 
Sharp, of Chenango plantation. 

The river since March 20, when it stood 18.5, 
has risen 18.57 feet, and continues to rise 
steadily. 

The number of packages of freight received 

one day last week at Plaquemine by boats from 

the West was 1400, and not 140. The error was 

I manifest, for the receipt of the latter number 

1 would not attract attention. Ibbbyillb. 
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West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: From a cultivating 
standpoint this has been one of the best weeks 
of the season. With the exception of a light 
sprinkle Monday night no rain has fallen and 
plantation work has, therefore, been uninter- 
rupted. Field operations are being pushed 
forward vigorously on all the plantations, the 
•evident determination being to make up as 
fast as possible the time lost earlier in the year 
when the incessant rains so seriously retarded 
plantation work. 

Reports from every section of the parish 
Are, on the whole, quite encouraging. Both 
plant and stubble are coming out nicely and 
very promising. The cane, however, is not 
Rowing as rapidly as it should, as the weather 
remains unseasonably cool, thus preventing 
rapid germination. For instance, this (Thurs- 
day) morning the thermometer registered scant 
fiO deg. With the advent of warmer weather, 
which may reasonably be expected in a few 
days, the cane will grow more rapidly and our 
planters will then know more about their crops 
than now. 

On several plantations preparations are 
being made to put in the improvements of 
which mention has from time to time been 
made in this correspondence. 

Mr. A. W. Norman, the efflcient manager of 
Smithileld, is already devising plans to have 
transported to the factory the new mill and 
appurtenances, which are expected to arrive 
here in the near future. The transportation 
of heavy machinery by land Is always a diffi- 
cult task, but in this parish— that is, between 
the central and upper portions — the difficulty 
is increased by several ramps which cross the 
road at various points. 

Cross-ties for the tram road on Poplar Grove 
are being received and put in position. The 
construction of this road is a matter of vital 
importance to the tonnage growers in the 
neighborhood, and its completion will be 
hailed with joy on all sides. 

The opinion seems to be growing among 
close observers that we shall escape danger- 
ously high water this spring. 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

fSpeolal Oorretpondenoe.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather of 
last week was not favorable altogether, judged 
by a standpoint of agricultural needs. The 
rains were robbed of much of their value by 
the cool winds that caused the ground to be- 
come crusty and hard. Last Friday morning 
^e presence of ice in exposed situations came 
as a surprise to those who saw it. It formed 
only where there was a very thin skim of water, 
and in exposed localities. The thermometer 
did not indicate the ice point, and little or no 
4amage was done. 

To-night is cloudy and indications point to 
rain before morning. A good warm rain would 
do much good, not alone to the fields, but to 
the gardens and cisterns that begin to need 
rain badly. Much of the plant cane would be 
benefited by a good shower, as the cmst is 



hard and the tender shoots seem to have difii- 
culfy in piercing the crust. A rain would also 
greatly help the com, particularly that planted 
late, and the stubble would also be the better 
for more moisture. 

I fear that the stand of plant cane will not be 
up to expectations, as to the eye of the planter 
there at least at the present seem to be too 
many gaps to be agreeable. However, there 
are many shoots just showing, and if the cane 
suckers well, perhaps a fair stand will be ob- 
tained on some spots that now seem to be bare, 
and where stand is very skippy. 

The sprouted condition of the cane, as well 
as the unfavorable weather after it was planted, 
are perhaps the reasons for the thin stand. 
This last season seems to have been in its re- 
sult favorable to those who advocate the put- 
ting down of the seed cane at a late date, as 
that put down early sprouted more than the 
last seed put down. Now, whether this rule Is 
one that can be safely followed every year, or 
whether it was due to the warm weather of 
the winter just passed is one for experts to 
determine, a question that your scribe does 
not feel cepable of passing upon. Oakley is 
putting in about $10,000 worth of improve- 
ments, John H. Murphy, Esq., having the 
erection and construction of a new burner on 
this model place. Mr. Malhiot speaks enthu- 
siastically of the fall plant, but like others is 
not altogether satisfied with his spring cane* 
The complaint as to this is not confined 
to any particular neighborhood. Mr. Edward 
Flke, a member of the police jury from the 
Attakapas canal, says he has some spring 
plant that he is willing to compare^with any 
in Jhe parish, and Foley has a stretch on the 
public road that Is hard to duplicate any sea- 
son. All are well up with their work — in fact 
seem to be, if anything, ahead of the season. 
The stubble shows the effect of the cool 
weather and has not grown as rapidly as we 
had reason to hope that it would. Much of It 
has been fertilized, and a good rain would 
doubtless give It a decided push in the right 
direction. A drive out to Bayou Come showed 
that the spirit of agricultural enterprise in the 
shape of rice culture bad struck this section. 
The fear of high Water being done away with, 
all of this fertile section will be cultivated, and 
the crops of cane that will be raised on these 
comparatively fresh lands will astonish the 
natives. Tramways to get the product of 
these lands to the mills, and fair prices, 
will send the value of these tracts way 
up, and a set of thrifty small farmers will 
make money in the cultivation and sale of cane 
by the ton. Before the war (we do not mean 
the Cuban unpleasantness) many of these 
places were In a state of .thrift and large crops 
were raised annually, but the war, and then 
the overfiows, put an effectual stop to the cul- 
tivation of cane. The time is evidently draw- 
ing near when they will once more be in a 
high state of cultivation and their former pros- 
perity will be excelled. 

The upward tendency of the sugar market is 
a cause of congratulation to those who still 
have sugar for sale, but the number Is few. 

Westfield will add to its steam plant and 
will otherwise improve so as to keep up its 



end of the log when the manufacturing sea- 
son begins. 

Mr. Edward P. Munson has commenced 
work on his residence on Glenwood, and Ed- 
ward Qodchaux, of Elm Hall, is also putting 
up a modem residence. 

That of Mr. Honore Dugas presents a very 
attractive appearance from the Lafourche and 
will be a comfortable and commodious home. 

The whistle of the new boat, the Liberty, 
shows that there will be some fun in the 
steamboat line, as opposition always is in- 
teresting except to the immediate parties. 
" Competition Is the life of trade.'' 

More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 



LSpeclal Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Although the 
weather has been favorable for the rapid ad- 
vancement of field work, yet it has been some- 
what detrimental to the growth of crops, more 
through the effects of low temperature, par- 
ticularly at night, than from want of moisture 
in the soil. Two mornings light frosts were 
visible in exposed places, which checked 
vegetation without doing any material injury. 
Fall plantings generally present a yellow ap- 
pearance, and require heat and humidity be- 
fore they can assume a healthy look. The 
early corn, where the land is not impoverished 
and was well prepared prior to planting, re- 
tains a healthy appearance and promises well. 
From day to day the plant cane acres are im- 
proving, but not as rapidly as the ratoons. 
Some planters think the stubble crop Is 
100 per cent, better than at this time last 
year. 

Whether there will be an average stand of 
plant cane remains to be seen. Many begin to 
realize that a heavy original stand is not 
necessary to secure a large tonnage yield if too 
much earth Is not left on the canes, to check or 
prevent tillering or suckering, a quality Inher- 
ent In the plant, and are generally taken ad- 
vantage of elsewhere to a greater extent than 
In Louisiana. 

On some places there is an abundance of 
labor, and on others there is a noted deficiency, 
where there is an adequate supply, field work 
is well advanced. Scraping plant cane, dig- 
ging the stubble and fertilizing and moulding 
the canes can be seen. In some instances the 
com areas have been replanted, and at the 
beginning of the week some planters found it 
too dry to plant corn where the land was 
rough. 

Since early moming a slow rain has been 
falling; but the indication are that it will cease 
before the clods are saturated. 

The tests which have been and will be made 
in this country will disclose the fact that an 
immense area is adapted to beet culture. The 
industry being in its Infancy in this country It 
can not be reasonably expected that over 12^ 
per cent, of sugar will be had here as in some 
parts of Europe for some time to come, as the 
culture and manurlal treatment of the soils 
must comply with the requirements of the 
plant before superior results can be attained. 
The development of the industry may be slow 
for a time, but that the cane sugar producers 
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will haye to compete with the beet sagars is 
the inevitable. Instead of preparing to meet 
the coming rivalry many are exhausting their 
fields by growing cane after cane, instead of 
rotating with a legaminous crop. 

At Belle Farm of Mr. C. W. Bocage, a new 
cane shed is to be erected, and a Whitney Iron 
Works' mill, with Corliss engine, is to be 
added to the milling plant. Messrs. Dupont & 
Jollet have purchased the drainage plant of 
Woodlawn from Mr. 0. A. Maginnis, to be 
erected on their Orange Grove place, Bayou 
Black. 

Wednesday of last week, cold for the season ; 
Thursday, light frost and clear; Friday, frost 
and bright sunshine; Saturday, fair; Sunday, 
a lovely day and warmer; Monday, a heavy 
fog and clear later; Tuesday, fair in the morn- 
ing and cloudy in the afterhoon, and Wednes- 
day morning showers. 

The official weather report for the week from 
Schriever is as follows : 



April 



Temperatare. Sanshlne Rainfall. 



4... 


. ...77.0 


66.0 


60 




5.... 


...81.0 


61.0 


100 


.63 


6.... 


69.0 


41.0 


100 




7 


59.0 


46.0 


100 




8 


64.0 


87.0 


100 




9 


76.0 


40.0 


100 







... 81.0 


40.0 


100 













71.0 


44.0 


93 
Terrebonne 


.53 




Vermilion, 





LSp«olal Ccrrespondenoe. ] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather for 
the past week has been very unfavorable for 
general crops. For several days the ther- 
mometer stood at about 55 deg., sometimes 
running up to 60, and then falling to 60. Corn 
was materially damaged and cane received a 
marked setback. It is very red, but seems to 
be growing fL little. The stand is very good 
and with favorable weather from now on it 
will soon overcome the effects of the cold 
weather. Fruits of all kinds are thought to be 
injured, but not totally destroyed. The rice 
and cotton crops are not far enough advanced 
to be caught by the cold wave, though there is 
considerable rice up and looking as well as 
could be expected. Rice planting is the gen- 
eral order of the day now in the western part 
of the parish and reports are to the effect that 
preparations for a crop are very favorably ad- 
vanced for the season and that the acreage 
will be fully as large as was reported. 

The rice firm of Hall & Slutz, which has 
been mentioned in these columns before as 
being interested in building a large irrigating 
canal twelve miles south of Abbeville, decided 
a few days ago to convert their partnership 
into a chartered institution and take in others 
with them, and with this resolution firmly 
fixed they on last Saturday, the 9th, organized 
and chartered the Hall-Slutz Irrigating Com- 
pany, Limited, with headquarters at Abbe- 
ville, La. The capital stock of this company 
is tixed at $12,000, with an authorized increase 
to $50,000, and the intentions and purposes of 
the company are to build and operate irrigat- 
ing canals, pumping plants, and to plant and 
cultivate rice in the parish of Vermilion, and 



to build and maintain warehouses for the 
storage of the same. The incorporators of 
the company are W. G. Hall and T. W. Slutz, 
of Abbeville; A. E. Hall and C. H. Slutz, of 
New Iberia, and W. H. Lovegrove and John 
J. Brown, of New Orleans. This company 
will complete the large canal already started 
by Hall & Slutz in time to irrigate early rice 
in reach of said canal. 

Mr. O. M. Nilson, president of the Vermilion 
Sugar Company, arrived in Abbeville yester- 
day afternoon, the lltb. Mr. Nilson has been 
in Bay St. Louis for several weeks organizing 
and putting in working shape a bank at that 
place. He has now returned to Vermilion to 
look after the proposed large refinery at 
Perry, one and a half ailes south of Abbe- 
ville on the Vermilion river. The company 
proposes to begin work on this plant not later 
than the first of July, and will finish the build- 
ing this fall, but will not put in the machinery, 
as they do not expect to be ready to handle 
any part of the present crop. This company 
has one of the finest locations in the State of 
Louisiana for a central refinery, and when 
erected nothing but success can attend it. 

Mr. Desire Delcambre, the owner and pro- 
prietor of the town of Delcambre on the line 
between Iberia and Vermilion parishes, was in 
Abbeville to-day, the 12th, and called at the 
ofllce of The Planter correspondent. Mr. 
Delcambre is a large sugar planter and the 
most infiuential man in his section of the 
country. He informed The Planter repre- 
sentative that there would be about 1200 acres 
of cane to ship from his station alone this sea- 
son, which at a very conservative estimate of 
16 tons per acre would be 18,000 tons. Mr. 
Delcambre shipped last season about 8800 tons 
all told. 

The civil term of the District Court is in ses- 
sion here now. It was the regular time for the 
criminal term, but owing to the fact that the 
district attorney was away attending the Con- 
stitutional Convention the judge adjourned the 
criminal term sine die, P. CM. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Oorreapoiftlenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: It might as well 
be said, levity aside, that the cotton planters 
of this and the neighboring parishes were 
blown in last week by the frost from the out- 
side. Frost in April is something unusual for 
this climate. However, it came, and visibly 
so, to the sorrow of the farmers, on the 
mornings of the 7th and 8th, destroying hun- 
dreds of acres of young cotton. Some of it 
was large and had been chopped out to a 
stand. 

But our farmer friends did not bewail their 
sad mishap. Like men used to losses, they 
set to work at once with men and teams to 
ploughing and replanting again to cotton, 
hoping for favorable weather to bring the re- 
planted crop up as early as possible. 

On some places young com was eo seriously 
injured and the stand so seriously affected by 
last week's cold snap tbat it has had to be 
ploughed out and planted over for obtaining a 
better and more uniform stand. 



Strange as it is to relate, the frost seems to 
have jumped over some cuts of cotton, drop- 
ping on the next, killing the young plants 
down to the surface, and it appeared that com 
suffered somewhat in the same manner. Es- 
pecially so was this the case with both com 
and cotton planted on the back cuts and con- 
sequent lower lands. 

Since the cold wave has passed off I have 
made it a point to investigate and learn to 
what extent, if any, the fruit crop has suffered 
by the frost. As far as can be Jeamed I think 
it safe to say that the young and tender fruit 
on the trees has not, to all appearances, been 
in the least touched by the frost, but later de- 
velopments may discover some faultyfruit. 

So far as the cane crop is concerned, while 
very much retarded in growth through the 
cold and disagreeable weather, there is no fear 
at present but that a good stand will be ob- 
tained in the end, as the weather improves, 
with the days and nights growing warmer and 
with an occasional summer shower to pene- 
trate the soil, nourishing the roots of the 
young cane plants. 

Late advices from Cotton Port indicate that 
the citizens in that place are fully alive to 
their interests and are determined to leave no 
stone unturned until they succeed in building a 
central sugar factory in the growing town of 
Cotton Port. Not considering the lands set 
aside for factory purposes and an increased 
acreage planted to cane the citizens and plant- 
ing community have subscribed something 
like $20,000 in cash toward the building of the 
Cotton Port sugar factory. Among other im- 
provements now going up in Cotton Port if 
the building by Mr. J. B. D. Roy of a large 
cotton gin. Mr. Roy purchased his machinery 
hi New Orleans. 

Information of a reliable nature has during 
the past day reached The Planter^s scribe to 
the effect that Mr. Qeo. W. Sentell, proprietor 
the Leinster plantation, has purchased a 
vacuum pan and fixtures which he intends 
having erected in the Leinster sugar factory 
this season. From what can be learned at the 
present time it seems that all braLches of agri- 
cultural and farm pursuits are somehow stimu- 
lated and hopeful for big results this year. 

The cane planters in this parish are not, as 
far as can be ascertained, using, nor are they 
going to use to any considerable extent, com- 
mercial fertilizers this spring and summer for 
cane. Not a few of them prefer resting their 
sole hope on the ever-reliable cow-pea, which 
is, all things considered, the most reliable 
sugar producer of all the many fertilizers now 
found on the markets, and, as some of our 
most successful cane growers have said to 
The Planter's scribe, to make canes to pro- 
duce sugar, feed the soil with pease, and then 
good drainage is all that is required outside of 
intelligent cultivation. Erin. 



Capt. W. H. Norwood, of the Lower Coast, 
was registered at the Royal on Saturday. 

Mr. L. F. Suthon, of Houma, was a guest of 
the Royal one day last week. 

Mr. R. R. Barrow, a prominent planter of 
Terrebonne parish, was a guest of the Orune- 
wald one day last week. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Berlin, March 26, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: There was last 
week attain a great variation in the climatic 
conditions, and although some slight improve- 
ment has heen witnessed, the disagreeable 
and unfavorable meteorological phenomena 
have been in the decided majority. Rain and 
snow storms together, with sharp, piercing 
winds, are reported from different quarters, 
and as the temperature sanlc to a very low 
point, it can not be denied that spring was 
ushered in in an exceedingly strange manner. 
In some ways, however, the weather has been 
better than in th^ last few weeks ; the rains 
have been less abundant and the intermissions 
between them of a longer duration, so that 
aided by the wind the drying off of the fields 
made quicker progress than heretofore, and in 
different sections the field work could be 
begun, but only provisionally, for in the last 
few days in most places it was again inter- 
rupted. It thus looks quite as if the winter 
would makeup by quantity what it left undone 
in quality. The weather outside of Germany 
has been partly better, partly worse than in 
this oountry. Amongst the former there was 
Austria, France and Holland; amongst the 
latter Belgium and Russia. The work achieved 
so far is only of a preparatory character; this 
also in the more advanced countries. There 
is to be sure nowhere an early sowing, which 
is generally considered as a favorable begin- 
ning. But sometimes this rule does not come 
true. It has been found that seed too early 
confided to the soil did not come up at all, or in 
so defective a manner that the fields had to be 
turned over and resown, the cause of it being 
the coldness of the soil, whilst it frequently 
and erroneously is sought in the bad quality of 
the seed, an opinion which has led already to 
litigation between the buyer and the seller of the 
beet seed used. Late sowings are therefore under 
certain circumstances preferable, but, as a mat- 
ter of course, they donU furnish any guiirantee 
against failures as mentioned above, for when 
the summer is unfavorable— that is, cold and 
wet — the condition of the soil can be, later on, 
as unfit for sowings as earlier in the year. 
Much, of course, depends in this respect on the 
nature of the soil, and every farmer should know 
what he can, under different meteorological 
conditions, expect of it. Any way, a good deal 
of attention must be paid to this subject, for, 
as a Qerman rural proverb says : <^ A good 
coming up is half the crop.^^ 

The contracts for beets of next crop are still 
here and there somewhat backward, but farm- 
ers have of late become more tractable on ac- 
oount of the unfavorable turn the sugar prices 
have taken. On the other hand, the situation 
is for the manufacturer not of a nature to 
tempt him to engage in an increased produc- 
tion, and this view is prevailing in almost all 
beet countries except in Russia, where a great 
many new factories are said to be projected. 
The price now paid in Oermany for beets can 
be placed in the vicinity of 1.70 marks for 100 
kilogr. or about $4 for the long ton. 



News is received here that the Treasury De- 
partment of the United States has been in- 
duced to reduce the rates of the countervail- 
ing duty on Dutch sugars to be levied on their 
entrance in America. There should be also 
revision of the rates of countervailing duty 
fixed against German sugars, for the German 
producer does not receive or keep the full 
amount of the bounty which the law nomi- 
nally grants to him, for he gets a bounty 
only for such sugars as are comprised 
in the figure of the contingent al- 
lowed to ,be produced, and the amount 
of the bounty is furthermore curtailed by the 
so-called working tax, which is the higher the 
more a factory is producing. Of these deduc- 
tions tlie American government has hitherto 
taken no notice, but the German sugar manu- 
facturers demand that our government should 
do all in its power to come also to an under- 
standing with the United States. 

In Norway attempts have been made to 
plant beets, to which it seems the success 
achieved by this industry in Sweden has 
served as example. The experiments made 
have been fairly successful, and it is not im- 
possible that in the near future Norway will 
count among the beet sugar producing coun- 
tries. 

Sugar producers increase on a large scale, 
but what about sugar eaters? The last French 
statistics for February give a queer answer 
to this question, inasmuch as they show that 
only upward of 20,000 tons have been con- 
sumed in that country, as against 48,871 tons 
February, 1897, and for the first two months 
in 1897 the French consumption amounted 
only to 45,796 tons, as against 78,066 tons a 
year ago. This, your esteemed readers will 
admit, is a very poor showing for a country 
like France, which is famous for her almost 
inexhaustible wealth. No doubt sugar is taxed 
much too high in France, as has been pointed 
out on different occasions in these letters, but 
nevertheless it Is not probable that this is the 
reason of this appalling decrease o| consump- 
tion which is taking place instead of an in- 
crease. The amount of the bounties added to 
the original tax tends to enhance the price of 
the commodity. However, the latter has been 
higher before, and the consumption did not 
sink to such a low figure. 

Are the French satisfied with half the sweets 
they consumed some years ago? This is hardly 
possible, but how else explain the fact of this 
alarming falling off of sugar consumption in 
France? If there is any explanation it consists, 
in my opinion, in increased use of surrogates, 
such as glucose, starch sugar, saccharin, etc. 
Perhaps these stuffs would be beaten out of the 
field if sugar were unburdened from its high 
duties, for high taxes ever have been the in- 
centive of adulteration and smuggling. The 
possible consequences and dangers of all kinds 
are not shunned, on account of the high gain, 
possibly, obtained by them. In Germany the 
saccharin question is not decided yet. In the 
commission which is charged with the consid- 
eration of the matter a new bill has been sub- 
mitted providing for the forbidding of the 
sale or the offering for sale of saccharin, and 
making it a transgression of our adulteration 



law if saccharin is mixed with any kind of 
nourishments and beverages, such as wine, 
beer, etc. But it should be further provided 
that only drug stores shall be permitted to sell 
the substance, so that it be restricted to medi-* 
cal u^e only. 

The markets have, during last week, not 
undergone any notable change. The dullness 
prevailing some weeks since has been intensi- 
fied by advices of complications arising be^ 
tween Spain and the United States, and on the 
other hand, the increase of arrivals and stocks 
and small figure of meltings caused considera- 
ble uneasiness. Prices, hpwever, have not 
further receded. Yesterday they slightly re- 
covered, so that actual 88 per cent, sugars close 
at Magdeburg 5 pfennigs higher than a week 
ago, their quotation being 9.90 to 9.15 marks, 
whilst delivery March is worth at Hamburg 
9.025 f. 0. b. Business in refined was a little 
more active, but prices have been barely main- 
tained. Robert Hbmnig. 



Demerara. 



We learn from a source the reliability of 
which we have no reason to question that Mr.' 
Quintin Hogg, whose name has been familiar 
to all of us in connection with the sugar indus- 
try for more than a quarter of a century, has 
decided to sever his connection with the 
colony, that is, in a proprietary sense. He has 
arranged to transfer all his interest in the 
sugar estates, without reserve, and also in La 
Penitence business to his partner, Mr. Camp' 
bell. This decision has not been arrived at be-' 
cause Mr. Hogg is tired of growing sugar, for, as 
our readers are aware, he is chairman of a new 
company for the establishing of a large sugar 
factory in America. Mr. Campbell, who some 
time ago had very little faith in the future of 
our sugar industry. Is now of a different opin- 
ion, and is giving practical proof of the faith ' 
that is in him. — Demerara Argosy^ March 19. 



Chino, California. 

Crop conditions are ^no more encouraging. 
It is now becoming a settled conviction that 
the season's rainfall is completed, and the 
farmers and all others are making their ar- 
rangements looking to light crops and a sea-^ 
son of economy. Hay promises to be very 
short, and in many places can not be cut. In 
other places a light crop will be harvested.- 
The beet outlook places many farmers in a 
quandary as to whether the prospects will 
justify their planting of the seed. Sugar beets, 
however, have the characteristic of withstand- 
ing drought well, after they are once rooted, 
and where they can be gotten starred may give 
a better crop than is now anticipated. — Cham- 
pion^ April 8. 

Eddy, New Mexico. 

Preparation of ground and planting of beet 
seed is progressing steadily. The sugar com- 
pany is working vigorously on the land west 
of town, and is also preparing a 160-acre tract 
near Florence— ploughing, making ditches, 
etc. Contracts with farmers are being secured 
in a manner very satisfactory to the factor^ 
management. The farmers of the lower valley 
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4^11 increase their acreage by one -half over 
that of last year, and are now coming in for 
seed for planting. The Florence growers in 
particnlar are increasing their plantings. The 
seed receiyed by the company has been tested 
by Professor Skeats, and shows very satisfac- 
tory resuUs. Every indication as regards the 
beet crop for 1898 in the Pecos Valley is hope- 
ful. Contrasted with the conditions in Cali- 
fornia, all those interested and concerned have 
l-eason to rejoice. — Argus^ April 8. 



How to Make Cane Sugar Pay. 

Cane cultlvationiin the West Indies is doom- 
ed from ignorance. When sugar was £20 to 
£30 a ton even half a ton to the acre paid. 
Every yard of available land was planted- 
good, indifferent and bad. Prices are now so 
much lower, although the expense of cultiva- 
tion is much the same; was told the other day 
by a manager of a large estate he could not 
grow sugar under £7 a ton. He included the 
poor shallow land and his old ratoons — from 
which he could not possibly get more than half 
a ton to the acre. Then, when he counted his 
acres and his tons of sugar, the produce fell 
short of one ton to the acre. Another manager 
told me he did not make more than three- 
quarters of a ton to the acre all around. This 
state of things is bound to bring grief. My 
advice is: Take your best land, if only forty 
acres in a hundred, thoroughly cultivate and 
apply cattle manure, and you will get a good 
return — say two tons to two and one-half, and 
even three tons, of sugar to the acre. Good 
land will not cost more to cultivate than poor 
land. Five pounds is the outside expense. 
Now take the forty acres at £5 per acre, total 
expense £200. The produce at two tons only 
per acre, at £7 a ton, amount to £560; balance 
Dn forty acres, £860. Why, then, all this cry 
about estates not paying? 

The remedy lies at our doors. Give up the 
bad land and confine your whole attention to 
the good land for canes. Let other crops that 
require only four to five months to mature l)e 
Introduced. As the old, big prices for sugar 
are gone, so now give up the old system which 
fiourished under those high prices. Change 
the system; work the good land. Several 
pieces of land in St. Kltts give from three to 
four tons of sugar to the acre. Such land will 
laugh at bounty -fed sugar. The old system is 
worked out; introduce a new one.— ^^ant^r, in 
fjondon Produce World, Jamaica, January 4, 



Hon. Henry McCall, of Evan Hall plantation, 
was in town on Thursday and attended the regu- 
lar monthly meeting of the Louisiana Sugar 
planters^ Association. 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of the Magnolia planta- 
tion, near Paincourtville, was a visitor to the 
ssity during the past week and stopped at the 
St. Charles. 

Mr. A. H. Gay, of St. Louis plantation, in 
Jberville parish, was a Sunday visitor at the 
Bt. Charles. He was accompanied by Mrs. 
Gay. 

Mr. R. A. Simms, of Kamos, La., a man who 
has contributed some valuable devices to the 
sugar industry, was a guest of one of our lead- 
ing hotels a few days ago. 



Making Concrete in tlie Multiple 
Effects. 

[A paper by Mr. L. M. SONiAT.read l>efore the Loais- 
lana Sugar Planters' As»uolatlon, April 14 189S.1 

Oentiemen of the Louisiana Sugar Planters^ 
Association: 

I have l>een requested by our worthy president 
to write a paper on concrete as made in Cedar 
Grove sugar house during last grinding in the 
Lillie triple effect. As you are aware the ef- 
fect was not intended for that purpose and an 
experiment was made to ascertain whether 
concrete could be made in it. The juice was 
taken into the third effect and run backward, 
being discharged from the lirst effect in the 
shape of concrete. This was done for the pur- 
pose of raising the temperature to a sufficient 
point. The masse culte was too thick to al- 
low the use of the spindle, but it was estimated 
to be 46 deg. Baurae. The proper point for dis- 
charging is when it turns whitish, showing the 
grain of sugar. The vacuum was in the first 
effect about twenty pounds; second, twenty- 
three pounds ; third, twenty-seven and a half 
pounds. The concrete hardened promptly as 
soon as it cooled off. 

On the table is a sample of the concrete, of 
which the analysis, made carefully by my 
chemist, Mr. Altolaguierre, a pupil of Dr. 
Stubbs, is as follows : 

Moisture 7.88 

Total solids 92.16 

Sucrose 76.40 

Glucose 5.71 

Purity 82.90 

Glucose ratio 7.47 

Solids not sugar 10.04 

This analysis was made on March 29, after 
concrete had stood three months and absorbed 
much moisture, and, in fact, Mr. Altolaguierre 
told me that the absorption of moisture when 
open to the air is such that it showed a differ- 
ence while on the scale, but that was due, I 
suppose, to its being pulverized. During such 
a short experiment no data could be obtained 
as to economy of production, but we can safely 
assume that the heat used in the pan would be 
more than sufficient to make the concrete. 
There would, therefore, be a saving in steam 
in running centrifugals for firsts or seconds, 
reboiling seconds, molasses and hot room. In 
labor the saving would be even greater, as 
most all expert labor would be done away 
with. 

In apparatus we would dispense with tanks, 
pans, centrifugals and hot room. 

The above facts seem to me to have a great 
significance. What is the greatest drawback 
to the extension of cane culture? Not the lack 
of capita], of lands, or of willing hands. What 
is it, then? The cost of transportation. When- 
ever the distance is too great to l>e reached by 
private tramways, the freight on cane on pub- 
lic railroads is so great that it amounts to 
about 25 per cent, of the value of the cane, 
absorbing a great proportion of the profit of 
both the cane grower and the purchaser. 

If the making of concrete is found to l>e 
practicable and the cost of a plant to be about 
the half of an ordinary country refinery, such 
plants could be erected all over the country. 

They need not be large or very expensive ; 



they would consist of mill, improved bagasse 
burner, clarifiers, multiple effects and oon- 
cretor. With a good burner, bagasse oould 
produce enough steam to do all the work, and 
as the clarification need not be so fine, the only 
expert man needed in tbh sugar house would 
be the engineer. Concrete could be sold on its 
polarization, and weighing only about 10 
per cent, of the weight of the cane, could 
find a market all over the sugar district or 
in the refineries of the trust. The large 
planters of the State, whose refineries have 
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, would 
welcome a new product which would keep 
for months and which would allow them 
to utilize their machinery for half of the 
year instead of barely three months, as at 
present. When the business would be reduced 
to a system contractors would no doubt be able 
to erect a complete plant at figures which we 
now consider impossible, and capitalists be 
found to furnish the money when they would 
see a prospect of those plants being, as it were, 
on a permanent base. 

I may add for the benefit of those interested 
that in the Sugar Cane of 1872, January and 
February, will be found interesting facts about 
concrete made in Jamaica at that time. 



The Manufacture of Concrete in the 
riultiple Effect. 

[A paper by Mr. 8. Morris Lillib, road before the 
L^oalsiana bugar Planters' Association, April 14, 

IbSS.] 

Mr. President and Oentiemen: The paper I 
am about to read was written in response to 
an invitation to prepare a paper on the subject 
assigned for the consideration of this meeting, 
viz. : ^^ The Manufacture of Concrete in the 
Multiple Effect.'' 

By ** concrete " I understand to be meant 
the sugar obtained by evaporating clarified 
(or even not clarified) cane juice to a oonsist- 
ency which, when allowed to become cold, l>e- 
comes a hard and apparently dry crystalline 
mass of sugar, containing all the constituentB 
of the juice which had not been separated by 
clarification. 

In S3 far as I am informed such '^ concrete '' 
has never been made in any multiple effect 
other than what is known as the ^* Lillie Mul- 
tiple Effect,'' and my remarks must therefore 
relate to that apparatus and to the concrete 
made by it. 

But I may first premise that beginning in 
the early '70s, and to some slight extent per- 
haps continuing unto this day, large quanti* 
ties of concrete were made in almost all the 
sugar districts of the world by what was known 
as Fryer's Concretor. This device may be de- 
seril>ed in a general way as a long, shallow 
iron tray, some fifty feet long in instance, 
inclined downward from one end to the other, 
and heated from below by a fire at the upper 
end and by the products of combustion from 
the same, which flowed along a flue having 
the tray for ite top. The clarified juice was 
delivered into the tray at its upper end and by 
means of partition extending partially across 
the tray alternately from one side and the 
other, was made to flow in a zigzag course 
down the tray, suffering rapid evaporation in 
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ttl oourse, UDtil finally, in a very few minutes, 
it passed from the lower end of the tray con- 
centrated to 30 deg. Baume perhaps, or 
higher. The further concentration down to 
the concreting point was effected in a revolv- 
ing cylinder, through which heated air was 
passed by a fan. Inside the cylinder was fitted 
with sheet metal diaphragms, over which, as 
the cylinder revolved, the syrup flowed in thin 
layers and was presented in very extended 
iinrfaces to the evaporative action of the heated 
Air. From the cylinder the finished mass 
flowed into suitable receptacles, in which it 
oooled to a solid concrete. 

Fryer's concretor was intended to and did 
supersede to a great extent the evaporation of 
juices by the open kettle process, and on the 
states adopting it muscovado sugar and 
molasses were superseded by the one product, 
concrete, which contained all the solid constit- 
uents of the clarified cane juice. The yield of 
concrete for a given quantity of juice appears 
to have been about 1 .4 times that of musco- 
vado sugar, and the money return to the pro- 
ducer was greater also. At all events, these 
were the results obtained by the Colonial Com- 
pany during the years 1870, 1871. 1872, 1873 
and 1874, on some of whose estates in Trinidad 
and Demerara muscovado sugar and molasses 
was made, while on others Fryer's concrete 
was made. 

The results are given in the Sugar Cane, 
issue of February 1, 1875, in tabular form, as 
follows : 

4JUANTITY OP Cane Juice Used to Make 
One Hundred Weight op 

Sugrar OoDoret« 
sold. sold. 

1870 99}4 70 

1871 96 72 

1872 lOlK 68>^ 

1878 93.77 67.41 

1874 106Ji 76% 

Average, gallons 100 71 

Bquals 1.41 1.00 

Kbt Proceeds op One Hundred Gallons 
OF Cane Juice in 

SuffarandMo- Concrete 
lasses sold. sold, 

s. d. s. d. 

1870 19 19 

1871 23 8 23 6 

1872 28 4 29 6 

1878 „ - 19 2 23 l^ 

1874 16 6 19 10 

Average 20 4 23 

From these tables we see that, taking the 
Average of the five years, the yield of concrete 
was 1.4 that of the muscovado sugar per 100 
gallons of the juice, and that the money re- 
<$eived for the concrete obtained from 100 
gallons of juice was 13 per cent, greater than 
Uiat received from the muscovados and molas- 
ses obtained from an equal quantity of juice. 

But Fryer's concretor has been unable 
to maintain itself against the greater economy 
and desirability of the modern multiple-effect 
system of evaporation in conjunction with 
^ther improvements in the art of manufactur- 
ing sugar from the cane, and the products of 
the sugar estates are again almost universally 
jugar (of various grades) and molasses. 



I will now return to the subject of the even- 
ing, from this digression which was made to 
recall the fact that concrete had formerly 
been extensively made, and that its manu- 
facture by the open fire, by Fryer's concretor, 
proved to be more profitable than the musco- 
vado sugar and molasses made by the open 
kettle process, all of which by analogy sug- 
gests that the manufacture of concrete by the 
multiple effect may prove to the planter to be 
more profitable than the sugar and molasses 
he now makes from his cane juice through 
the agency of the multiple effect, vacuum 
pan, etc. 

As I have already stated, I know of no con- 
crete having been made by any other multiple 
effect than the Lillie Automatic, and in this 
apparatus it was first experimentally made in 
the spring of 1897, on the £speranza estate, 
island of Trinidad. 

During the last grinding season in Louisiana 
two lots of concrete, of some 200 pounds each, 
were made with the Lillie triple effect in the 
iieighton sugar house, of Maj. C. Lagarde; 
and, later, two different lots were made with 
Lillie triple effect In the sugar house of Mr. 
Leonce M. Soniat. The making of these lots 
of concrete was exceedingly simple. The Lillie 
multiple effects, as most of you are aware, I 
presume, are constructed so that the juice may 
be sent through the effects in the ordinary 
direction, viz. : into the hottest eff* ct and 
away concentrated from the coolest effect, or 
vice versa it may be sent into the coolest effect 
and away concentrated from the hottest effect. 
The former I term ** working forward," and the 
latter ^^ working backward." The change 
from one way to the other Is easily made inside 
of two minutes, and Is frequently done in the 
cases oi multiple effects used on solutions 
which deposit on the tubes incrustations, for 
it has been found very effective in preventing 
the formation of scale, which fact is very con- 
clusively shown in the case of the triple effect 
erected in the National Sugar Refinery, at 
Yonkers, N. Y. This was one of the first Lillie 
triple effects built of the present type, and had 
not the provision for backward working. As 
they were somewhat troubled with scale, the 
arrangement for backward working, which I 
had in the meantime devised, was applied to 
this triple effect, the effect of which is stated 
in a paragraph contained in a letter from the 
manager of the refinery, which I now quote : 

^^ Scale was formerly quite abundant and 
tenacious on the tubes of the third effect. We 
l>oiled acidulated water once a week and did 
some scraping to cleanse them, but this was 
not always successful, and, of course, it was 
troublesome. Since we have changed the 
charging system, however, scale has practically 
disappeared. We change the direction of run- 
ning every two days— that is, we run two days 
forward, and then two days backward. This 
method we have followed now for about three 
months, and during that time we have not 
used any acids, nor done any scraping, and the 
tubes are practically clean." 

It has also been found very effective on the 
plantations, as planters are informed who may 
have read the printed matter sent to them re- 
garding this apparatus. 



When the Lillie multiple effect is worked 
backward the syrups may be sent out at very 
high density, owing to the fact that the high 
temperature in the first effect maintains them 
fluid at high densities, and also to the fact that 
the mechanical circulation forces them to flow 
properly over the evaporating tubes, and to 
make concrete with it, it is only necessary 
when working backward to shut down the dis- 
charge until the syrup fiowlng out shows 
white with sugar. When this shows the syrup 
is dense enough to form solid, apparently dry 
concrete, like the samples which are here for 
inspection this evening. The two lots of con- 
crete made in Major Lagarde's sugar house, 
and the two lots made in the sugar house of 
Mr. Soniat were all made in this way, and as 
an evidence of the success of these experi- 
ments I will quote from a letter received from 
Major Lagarde, as follows : 

" The experiment you made in the effects, 
making 150 to 200 pounds of concrete, was a 
perfect success. It was clear, uniform and 
very solid as soon as it cooled, and apparently 
ready for the market. If any inducements 
were offered by the refineries, I think it would 
pay the planters to make concrete, as they 
could dispense with everything behind the 
effects, Including cooperage." 

And also from a letter from Mr. Soniat, In 
which he wrote : 

^^ As to concrete I will say that the short ex- 
periment you made in my effect was a perfect 
success, and that with a concretor attached to 
it the whole work of the sugar house would be 
finished right there, dispensing with the pan, 
centrifugals, hot room and possibly cooperage. 
The question whether it would pay planters 
to make concrete would depend entirely on the 
inducements which would be offered by re- 
fineries." 

Major Lagarde sent samples of the concrete 
made in his sugar house to Mr. Daniel 
Thompson, Calumet plantation, and to Prof. 
William C. Stubbs, director of the Louisiana 
Sugar Experiment Station. From these gen- 
tlemen he received replies which read : 

Calumet Plantation, Dec. 28, 1897. 
Mr. C. Lagarde, P. 0. Box No. 53, Thibodaux: 

Dear Sir— Your letter of December 20 has 
been here some days, but the sample of con- 
crete therein mentioned was only received last 
night. In answer to your inquiry regarding 
the latter, would say that it is as fine a speci- 
men of its kind as I have ever seen— In color 
the lightest, and therefore, other things equal, 
the most valuable to the refiners. 1 have no 
doubt Mr. Liille's apparatus will turn our con- 
crete successfully. This article will, however, 
find but one purchaser, viz., the sugar refiner, 
and for want of competitive bidding will 
probably sell below its intrinsic value. It 
Is a class of goods, also, which refiners have 
never cared to melt, for the reason that, still 
containing the molasses, It Is extremely detri- 
mental to their char (bone-black), and requires 
the use of large quantities of the latter for the 
manufacture of standard granulated. 

I very much question whether you will be 
able to market the materlHl to advantage, as 
compared with the centrifugal sugars which 
you have been in the habit of making, notwith- 
standing it can be produced at a much smaller 
cost for manufacture. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) Daniel Thompson. 
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Audubon Plantation, 1 
J^BW Orleans, La., December 28, 1897,/ 

Major C. Lagarde, Thibodaux: 

Dear Sir— Your letter with sample of con- 
crete was received several days a^o. The con- 
crete was analyzed with a great deal of inter- 
est, and the sample sent, on account of its 
clear, uniform appearance and solidity of 
character, very closely examined. 

I send you the analysis, and wish to say, in 
sending it to you, that I see no reason why 
this product of our sugar houses should not be 
substituted for our ordinary grain sugar and 
sent directly to the refineries. In fact, this is 
a far more desirable product to turn out and 
to handle than the low grade brown sugar 
with accompanying molasses. 

I congratulate you upon the success which 
has been made, and if sugar refiners will en- 
courage the manufacture of this product by 
purchasing it at a fair price, I am quite sure it 
will revolutionize to a certain extent the sugar 
industry of this State. 

Wishing you and your sons and family gen- 
erally a pleasant Christmas and prosperous 
new year, I am very truly yours, 

(Signed) Wm. C. Stubbs, Director, 

A sample of one of the lots of concrete made 
with Major Lagarde^s triple effect was analyzed 
and examined in one of the Northern sugar 
refineries. The analysis wa6 as follows: 

Polarization - 77.3 

Water 8.47 

Invert sugar 8.16 

Ash. ...„ 2.73 

Undetermined 3.34 

100.00 
Calculated coefiScient of purity, 84.2. 

Experiments with' syrups made from the 
sample were reported as showing them to 
filter and decolorize well, and that the con- 
crete was in excellent condition for refining 
purposes. 

A sample of one of the lots of concrete 
made by Mr. Soniat^s triple effect was also 
analyzed and examined at the same refinery, 
and resulted in a similar report as to its condi- 
tion for reining, and gave the analysis as fol- 
lows : 

Sugar 79.00 

Invert sugar. ^ - 5.40 

Water 6.42 

Ash 3.26 

Undetermined 5.92 

100.00 
Coefficient of purity 84.4 

While upon the matter of the quality of the 
concrete I will refer to the statement in the 
letter from Mr. Thompson which I have read, 
regarding concrete, viz. : that ^Mt is a class of 
goods, also, which refiners have never cared 
to melt, for the reason that, still containing 
the molasses, it is extremely detrimental to 
their char (bone-black), and requires the use 
of large quantities of the latter for the manu- 
facture of standard granulated.'' This, 1 am 
able to say, is an error. The refiners would 
be glad to have this material to refine, and do 
not anticipate any trouble to their char from 
it, as I was told by a high authority among 
refiners to whom I submitted Mr. Thompson's 
letter. It would give their refineries more 
refining to do, but that is what they were 
built for. The fact is this concrete in its 
making is subjected to heat for so short a time 



in the Lillie multiple effect that it takes on 
little or no color during the operation, and is 
in good condition for the bone-black to act 
upon. 

The density of the concrete syrup as it left 
the first effect was, I judge, about 46 deg. 
Baum^, at a temperature of about 185 deg. 
Fahr. It was too thick to be readily gauged 
by the hydrometer, and no readings were taken 
by the latter. I had anticipated difficulty in 
determining the proper density at which to 
draw off the syrup for concrete, and I was 
agreeably surprised when I found that the 
change in color due to the separation of the 
sugar in the syrup formed a very easily noticed 
indication of the density having reached the 
proper point. When this point was reached, 
the concrete syrup was nm out into pails, 
buckets, tubs and cans, in fact drawn into 
whatever was at band for the purpose, in 
which it cooled and formed concrete. With 
very slight changes any of the Lillie multiple 
effects in plantation sugar houses could be 
adapted to the continuous production of con- 
crete, but of course they could not be ex- 
pected to handle as much juice when concen- 
trating it up to the concreting point as when 
thickening it to only 27 or 28 deg. Baum6. To 
adapt any of these multiple effects to make 
concrete, and to handle as much juice as they 
now do when thickening it merely to syrup, I 
should add another effect to the apparatus in 
which live steam would be used for evaporat- 
ing, and the vapors from which would be used 
in perhaps the second effect in the case of a 
triple, and in this effect the syrup coming 
from the original effects would be brought to 
the concreting point. 

In a colored drawing, which we have here 
this evening, is shown a four-effect apparatus, 
of which the three effects toward the left are 
a fair representation of the triple effect in Mr. 
Soniat^s sugar house, wliile the remaining 
effect, viz. : the one on the right, represents a 
concreting effect, which would be supplied 
with live steam under pressure of 15 to 20 
pounds perhaps, and whose vapor would pass 
through the main shown with a valve in it, into 
the vapor main leading from the first effect 
into the second of the triple effect. In the 
manufacture of concrete in this apparatus the 
juice would flow first to the triple effect, enter- 
ing through the feed pipe ''A,'' and after pass- 
ing through the triple effect, either forward or 
backward, depending upon whether the dark 
valves or the light valves werfe open, would 
pass into the concreting effect, and from it 
continuously as concrete syrup through the 
discharge pipe *^ D,'* as regulated by the hand 
valve ^^V '- in the same, and it may be said 
that, owing to the automatic operation of the 
Lillie apparatus, all regulation of the flow of 
juice into and through the effects, and as con- 
crete syrup away from the concreting effect, 
would be all controlled by this one-hand valve 
** V,'' that is, if it were found that the concrete 
syrup was coming away somewhat thin this 
valve would be closed slightly, when the syrup 
would come away slower and thicker, while, 
on the contrary, if it were coming away too 
thick, a slight opening of the valve would 
cause it to come away faster and thinner. On 



account of the high temperature at which the 
concrete syrup leaves the apparatus, and of the 
danger of its taking on color if allowed to re* 
main at that temperature for any length of 
time after leaving the apparatus, 1 would pro* 
vide, for working on a large scale, a simple 
cooling device, by which the concrete symp 
might be cooled to a comparatively low tern* 
perature, before passing into the receptacles in 
which it was to set into concrete. 

The receptacles in which the concrete is al* 
lowed to cool may be of various descriptions. 
The sugar wagons of a house might be used for 
this purpose, and to lessen the size of the 
blocks of concrete they might be pro- 
vided with removable cross partitions, which 
would divide each wagon into four compart- 
ments, making four blocks of concrete, which 
would not be too heavy for convenient han- 
dling. Or it might be run into old barrels, or 
other cheap packages, in which it would so- 
lidify and in which it could be shipped to the 
refiner. A good deal of the concrete might be 
shipped direct to the refinery in closed can 
as mere blocks without any covering wiiatever. 
The yield of this concrete, as compared with the 
present yield in commercial sugars would be, I 
presume, about one and four- tenths times great- 
er, that is, the clarified cane juice which would 
yield 100 poundu of commercial sugars would 
yield about 140 pounds of concrete. Through 
the kindness of Mr. Wibray Thompson I have 
had at my disposal the sugar house data of 
Calumet plantation for several years. Taking 
these data for the season 1894-95 I have been 
able to estimate quite closely, I think, what 
would have been the yield of concrete had it 
been made exclusively at Calumet during that 
season, and I find that there would have been 
138.4 pounds of concrete made for every 100 
pounds of sugars (firsts, seconds and thirds). 
It will be remembered that in the case of 
Fryer's concretor, referred to l>efore in this 
paper, the yield was 1.4 that of the muscova- 
do sugars obtained from the same quantity of 
juice. 

The exclusive manufacture of concrete in 
this manner would much simplify the opera- 
tion in the plantation sugar house. In the 
words of Major Lagarde: '' It would dispense 
with everything behind the effects, including 
cooperage;" or, to quote Mr. Soniat: "The 
whole work of the sugar house would be fin-' 
ished right there, dispensing with the pan, 
centrifugals, hot room and possibly cooper- 
age.'^ In other words, no syrup tanks, no 
vacuum pan and adjuncts, no centrifugals, no 
handling and reboiling of syrup, and further, 
no molasses, for this all goes into the concrete, 
and the molasses problem is pas&ed along to 
the refiner, who would be the purchaser of 
concrete. Another convenience would reside 
in the fact that within the same twenty-four 
hours that the juice was expressed from the 
cane, all the product would be ready for the 
market. 

Would it pay the planters to make concrete? 
I think it would. Did they merely receive the 
same net money profit that they now derive from 
the manufacture of sugar and molasses, there 
would still be the great care and annoy- 
ance saved in the operation of their sugar 
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bouses. Bat tbey should, and doubtless would, 
obtain in addition a considerable increase in 
the net money profit from their campaign. 

All the work done in plantation sugar houses, 
after the multiple effect, can be done much 
better and cheaper in sugar refineries which 
are especially fitted up for refining purposes, 
and which work night and day more or less 
continuously instead of but two, or at the most 
three months In the year. One no inconsidera- 
ble saving would be the coal used in the plan- 
tation sugar houses, for with no steam used but 
for defecation and for the Lillie multiple ef- 
f^tand concretor, bagasse alone would sup- 
ply all the steam they would need. The cost, 
therefore, of passing from cane juice to refined 
sugar would be materially less were concrete 
made by planters and the refining left for the re- 
finers to do. If the price paid for concrete 
was such as to give to the planter any portion 
of the savings effected, he would obtain a 
greater net profit from his operations than he 
now does, besides being saved a large part of 
the care and annoyance his sugar house now 
gives him. 

In the letters I have read, written by Major 
Lagarde and Mr. Soniat, in whose sugar houses 
concrete was made, you will observe that no 
question is raised as to the practicability of 
making concrete with the Lillie Multiple Ef- 
fect. The doubt they do have relates to the 
price refiners would be willing to pay for it, 
or, as Mr. Soniat writes : 

^' The question whether it would pay plant- 
ers to make concrete would depend entirely on 
the inducements which would be offered by 
refineries. '^ It is the same with the letters writ- 
ten by Mr. Thompson and Dr. Stubbs, and I 
have found that this is the question 
in the minds of all planters with whom 
I have conversed on the subject. They 
all fully appreciate the beauty of the process 
and the advantages it offers in ^* cutting the 
sugar house in two,*^ in dispensing with the 
molasses, in doing away with the fuel other 
than bagasse, and with cooperage, but they fear 
that a fair price might not be given for con- 
crete by refiners. 

In respect to this I may say that from my 
conversations with refiners, ^ ^Independent^* as 
well as ^^Trust,'^ I am satisfied that they would 
much like to have this concrete extensively 
produced, for the reason that it would give 
them more refining to do. One independent 
refiner to whom a sample of concrete was 
sent, said to me : ^'I should like to have lots 
of this material.'' I am also convinced that 
the sugar refiners will meet the planters in a 
business-like manner and pay a fair price for 
concrete. But apart from what refiners may say, 
it seems to me that it is apparent from the 
nature of tbings this fair price would be paid 
for concrete. In the first place the number 
of independent refineries is constantly in- 
creasing — two large ones are now in the pro- 
cess of erection in Brooklyn — and the com- 
petition that will exist between refineries for 
this concrete will tend to give it approxi- 
mately its intrinsic value. In the second place, 
should there be no competition between refin- 
ers for the purchase of concrete, it would still 
be to their interest to pay such a price for 
concrete as to encourage its manufacture. 



To the sugar refiner the partial refining on 
plantations means competition, in so far as 
the partially refined product goes Into direct 
consumption, and it means a loss of work for 
his refineries, which would, if had, render 
less frequent the stoppages, total or partial, 
which now occur. Were this partial refining 
on the plantations of other countries as well 
as of Louisiana abandoned, and the sugar de- 
livered to the refiners no more refined than it 
occurs in the cane juice — i. 6, were the dry 
substance in the cane juice delivered to the 
refiners as concrete, the existing refineries in 
the United States, if run continuously, would 
hardly be equal to the task of supplying the 
demand for refined sugar in this country. 
But there is another consideration which, it 
appears to me, will in the future bind the re- 
finers and the cane sugar producers together in 
a common interest, and that is the competition 
of beet sugar. This industry is, undoubtedly, 
to rapidly spread in this country. Beet sugar fac- 
tories will spring up in all sections of the coun- 
try and make sugar for direct consumption and 
supply the needs of their immediate neighbor- 
hoods, with the exception of such districts as 
can be more cheaply supplied with cane sugar* 
This will be a menace both to the cane sugar 
grower and to the refiner, and the common 
safety of the two will lie in cheapening the 
production of refined cane sugar to the 
greatest possible extent, so that as extensive 
a market as possible may be preserved from 
the encroachments of beet sugar. As before 
pointed out in this paper, the cost of passing 
from cane juice to refined sugar would be ma- 
terially lessened by the manufacture of con- 
crete on the plantations, and leaving all the 
refining to the refiners, and it would permit 
of refined cane sugar being put on the market 
at the lowest possible price in competition 
with beet sugar. It would, therefore, appear 
that in the future this procedure will be, un- 
doubtedly, to the advantage of both the 
planter and the sugar refiner, and that, recog- 
nising this fact, the two will meet on grounds 
as to price which will be to the benefit of the 
planter as well as to the refiner. 



The Foundrymen's Association. 

The Louisiana Planter has been in- 
vited to attend the seventy-seventh 
meeting of this association at the Man- 
ufacturers' Club, Philadelphia, April 6. 
Among the various interesting matters 
to have been discussed was .*' The Mend- 
ing of a Broken Steel RolV^ It is 
claimed that this has recently been 
done, and that the roll is now as strong 
as ever. How about broken cane mill 
rolls! They are not subjected to such 
strains as iron mill rolls, and perhaps 
sugar planters may have an interest in 
the new process. 



Talmage on the Rice Market. 

The sitaation in rice presents only favorable 
features, in marked contrast with ofher com- 



modities, including cereals, wherein during 
the week there has been discouragement, de- 
pression and decline. The volume of business 
is up to any former period the current year 
and per consequence the market is firm, with 
upward tendency, as importations have prac- 
tically ceased and no supplies of liberal char- 
acter in Java or Japan possible before latter 
half April. With the falling away in receipts 
there is beginning to be an appreciable dearth 
of nice selections in Java, the demand for 
which has greatly enlarged by reason of 
these styles enlisting the attention and being 
generally adopted by those who have hitherto 
confined their patronage exclusively to Japan. 
Advices from the South note quickened move- 
ment at unchanged prices; opportunities for 
investment still present themseves in prime to 
choice Carolina and ordinary to fair Louisiana ; 
the aforesaid relatively cheaper than equal 
grades in foreign. In New Orleans there is a 
restricted supply of cleaned offering, as mills 
have closed and little probability of any gen- 
eral reopening until new crop, late August. 
Cables from abroad note continuation of 
former temper and tendency. Business is re- 
stricted, because of limited offerings; no in- 
considerable number of orders being banked 
up for later execution. Not for many years 
has the attention of the trade been concen- 
trated so intensely and longingly upon the 
new crop and early arrivals are thus assured 
of prompt disposition at full figures. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
5S,420 barrels; sales, 67,770 barrels; steady 
demand ; chief call on prime to choice, which 
are cheaper in price than equal grades in the 
imported sorts. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, 
inclusive of amount carried over, 606,085 
sacks; last year, 666,480 sacks; sales, cleaned 
(est.), 106,692 barrels; last year, 102,406 bar- 
rels. Increased inquiry and under light of- 
fering, because of mills having stopped pound- 
ing, market very strong with upward ten- 
dency. 

The Florida Velvet Bean. 

[Special Correspondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Up to two years 
ago this bean was grown here in a limited way, 
mainly as a trellis shade, but afterward it 
became recognized as invaluable for all kinds 
of stock as a forage, and a phenomenal fer- 
tilizer for orange and other fruit trees, and for 
the Eoil as well, until it is now^grown in large 
quantities. 

There is nothing yet discovered^ that is, all 
in all, so valuable a crop as this, for farmers to 
raise. It being an air plant it will do well in 
most any kind of soil. In any of the States, 
North or South, that will grow com, and no 
fertilizing is necessary. The forage — the 
foliage and vine— coming from this bean is a 
marvel and a wonder. 

Planting in rows four feet apart will produce 
a solid mass of vine and foliage, nearly up to 
your waist, covering the ground completely, 
and yielding leaf, vine and fruit, four to 1\ye 
tons to the acre, and of dry beans twenty to 
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thirty bushels. Beside the Tine being a valu- 
able fertilizer, forage, mulch and shade, the 
question will be asked, is it also prolific in 
fruit? The answer is, yes; emphatically so. 
From the hill the vines run out in all direc- 
tions, like the watermelon, ten to twenty feet. 
It commences to fruit in the hill in clusters, 
like the raisin grape; thence along the entire 
length of the vines, at intervals of ten to twenty 
inches, pods in clusters of from two to twenty 
appear. Therefore the fruitage must be im- 
mense. 

For twenty years this bean has had a home 
in Florida, and has been known among the 
people as *' the climber. ^^ In good soil it will 
climb from fifty to sixty feet, blooming and 
fruiting all the way up, affording a beautiful 
and lovely sight to look upon. 

To drill an acre will take sixteen quarts of 
seed; to plant an acre in rows four feet apart 
each way, about twelve quarts. In good soil 
this acre will produce four to five tons of green 
forage and fifteen to seventeen hundred pounds 
of beans. I speak from practical knowledge, 
as I last season harvested nineteen acres of 
as fine a crop ad ever grew. 

Plant seed in spring same time as corn, and 
cultivate same as you would com until vine 
fills the row, then lay by for the season. When 
bean is ripe in fall pick it, then turn mass of 
dry vine and leaves under for fertilizer, and 
from this your soil is immensely benefited. 
You can turn stock on to bean if you wish, or 
cut vines up at hill and carry out, which would 
be advisable. If planted in orange grove or 
orchard keep five feet or more away from trees, 
as vine Is a rampant grower and climber and 
will cause you bother. Experience has shown 
that it is better to drill than to plant in hills, 
as by drilling you get a better stand on the 
group and that Is important. The bean, ground 
up hulls and all, makes a fine fertilizer for pine- 
apples, orange and other fruit trees, as well as 
for all vegetable growth. Stock of all kinds 
like it as well as the green forage early in the 
season, and all do specially well on it. Every 
living thing On the farm will eat the green 
forage and dry bean with greediness. The dry 
bean is fit for table use. The question is often 
asked if this new comer — the Florida velvet 
bean — will do well in any other section of our 
country except Florida. I answer by saying 
there is no earthly reason why it will not, as it 
is not tropical and will do well wherever com 
will grow. After having made a thorough test 
of it I bave come to the conclusion that, as 
fertilizer, forage, feed, mulch, shade, a pro- 
lific bearer of fruit and upbuilder of the soil 
this bean has no rival. 

As a porch and trellis shade, with its beauti- 
ful dark green foliage and its long, pendant, 
down-hanging purple bloom, it is truly lovely. 
The analysis of this bean sbows : Nitrogen, 
54 per cent.; crude protein, 19; fat, 6; fibre, 
8, and moisture, 12. E. A. Wilson. 

Orlando, Florida. 



A Model Irrigating Plant. 

We recently had the pleasure of visiting and 
inspecting the splendid rice farm and irrigat- 
ing plant belonging to Mr. James E. Frazier, 
located about four miles from Lake Charles 



and on English Bayou. By invitation the 
editor and his wife were guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frazier at their elegant home in the suburbs 
of Lake Charles, and in the afternoon we were 
driven out to the rice farm. Mr. Frazier owns 
something near 500 acres of land in a body, 
with a frontage of almost a mile on English 
Bayou, a stream which connects with the Cal- 
casieu river. On the bank of the bayou, just 
at the bend, and where the depth is at least 
twenty-five feet, he is erecting his pumping 
plant. This consists of a Morris pump, 18 
inches, with a 20-inch discharge, 18-foot lift, 
with a capacity for throwing 10,000 gallons of 
water per minute. The pump will be operated 
by a Morris double vertical engine, 100 horse- 
power, without belts, the shafts for the pump 
connecting direct with the engine. Steam is 
furnished by a boiler of 100 horse-power. The 
source of water supply is never failing, con- 
sisting of the bayou, with an average depth 
clear to the river of twenty feet. As long as 
there is water in the Calcasieu river (and that 
may be safely called permanent) there will be 
an abundance of water for this plant. 

From the pumping plant the main canal 
starts, running in a northerly direction the 
greater part of the distance and then turning 
to the eastward. For three miles and with a 
width of 60 feet, it extends over as level and 
pretty a piece of rice prairie as the eye 
ever rested upon, and is capable of reaching on 
for at least six miles to the noted 
Iowa prairie, thus putting under this 
canal at least 6000 more acres .The present plant 
contemplates the building of two miles of 
lateral canals, making total mileage of canals 
for this year, under contract to be built, of five 
miles. Cook & Montgomery, of Jennings, have 
the contract for building the canal and have a 
force of eighteen men at work which will soon 
be increased to twice that number. The pres- 
ent mileage of canals will irrigate 6000 acres. 
This year there will be about 1000 acres put in, 
300 of which is on Mr. Frazier's own land, the 
remainder being land for which he furnishes 
water. The canals will be completed by the 
middle of May, by which time it is expected to 
have the machinery installed, and the entire 
plant be ready for operation. As that is at 
least a month or longer earlier than water for 
the rice will be necessary, there will be no 
waiting for water, with consequent damage to 
the rice. 

This is a very substantial plant, everything 
being of the best. The machinery is consid- 
ered the best that can be secured, while the 
canals are being made by scraper work, which 
is considered vastly better than the machine 
work and is more expensive. Every scraper 
load of dirt that goes on the levee is tramped 
and packed down by the horse pulling the next 
one as they are driven over it, which advantage 
can not be claimed for the machine work. 

The writer has known Mr. Frazier for a 
number of years, he having come from the 
same locality in Illinois as we did, and have 
ever known him to be successful in all his 
undertakings, and his present intentions and 
project but still further shows his excellent 
judgment and business ability. There is not a 
more ideal location for a plant of this kind, 



and for its profitable growth, than the one he 
has selected. With almost a monopoly of 
bayou frontage, he is tributary to perhaps the 
largest and finest body of rice prairie that can 
be found in this part of the State. It has 
k>een pronounced so by one of the best and 
most successful rice planters of the State, Mr. 
C. A. Lowry, proprietor of Live Oak planta- 
tion of 2000 acres, from which he sold last 
year over $60,000 worth of rice. He has been 
over the land and inspected ite possibilities, 
and speaks very highly indeed of it. 

Mr. Frazier is on the eve of a great success 
with his work, and has the best wishes of a 
host of friends. The sooner more of such 
plants are put in, that much sooner will Lake 
Charles, Westlake and the entire Southwest 
Louisiana prosper. — Westlake Herald. 



Evaporation in Triple Effects. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The most impor- 
tant requirement of a triple effect is said to 
be good circulation of the steam or vapor, or, 
in other words, the transmission of heat de- 
pends upon the velocity of the steam or vapor 
as it circulates among t^e tubes of the drum 
or chamber of the effect. Another important 
essential is the rapid circulation of the juice. 
It is also important that the condensed water 
in the drum should have the same temperature 
at the discharge as at the supply. 

Now, if these requirements are really neces- 
sary, we are sorry to say that they are not 
often complied with. Take, for instance, the 
old-style standard triple effect, and we find, in 
most instances, that there is no circulation of 
the steam or vapor in the drums; no circula- 
tion of the juice in the effect, and as the con- 
densed water from the drums is taken either to 
the hot well or the vacuum pump direct, there 
can not be the same temperature at the dis- 
charge as at the supply. 

Quite a number of inventions have been 
made to overcome these diflSculties, but so far 
as I can learn, very few of them have been in- 
troduced here. To improve the circulation of 
the steam or vapor, iron plates have l>een fitted 
in the drums to cause the steam to pass around 
the tubes. There is also the zigzag spirals, as 
they are called, which cause the vapor to pass 
around among the tubes in a spiral form, and 
are said to increase the eflSciency of the triple 
effect 10 to 20 per cent. There is, however, 
another method which is said to be still more 
effective, and that is to have two vapor inlet 
pipes in place of one. This method is said to 
give such astonishing results that we wonder 
why these styles of effects are not in general 
use. There is still another method of increas- 
ing the circulation of the vapor in the drums, 
and that is by placing the ammonia pipe in 
such a position as to be on the opposite side to 
the steam inlet, or where the ammonia gas is 
supposed to be found. In regard to the gas, 
there can be no question that it retards evapo- 
ration and in time quite ruins the copper tubes 
if it Is not removed. It has also been proved 
that there are other gases found in the bottom 
of the drums, such as nitrogen and earbonio 
acid gas, which are said to interfere with the 
evaporation, and in the best malces of triple 
effects are always removed. 
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Many people wonder how these gases get In- 
to the drums of the effects, and there are 
others that doubt if there are any there at all ; 
but there can be no doubt of their presence, 
and if not removed they soon perforate the 
pipes or tubes; besides having an injurious 
effect on the evaporation. 

There have been quite a number of devices, 
or inventions made to improve the circulation 
of the juice, and which have been very success- 
ful, not only in increasing the efficiency of the 
effects, but in keeping the tubes clear at the 
same time. The inventions of Foster & 
Campbell, Chapman and Keller, seem to have 
met with the best success in this direction, and 
it is strange that so few of these inventions are 
to be found anywhere. In the Foster & 
Campbell apparatus, the steam or vapor en- 
ters the drum on two sides. In place of one, the 
usual practice, and it is this simple change 
which has wrought such a wondrous change 
in this type of triple effect. In the Chapman 
apparatus the improvement is derived from 
adopting the siphon both for conveying the 
juice from one effect to the other, as well as 
the water of condensation from one drum to 
the other. 

In operation the juice from the first effect 
passes through the siphon and enters the bot- 
tom of the next effect, and so on to the last ef- 
fect, and it is said to wonderfully increase the 
circulation of the juice. The water of conden- 
sation acts in a similar manner, only it passes 
through the siphon to the bottom of the drum, 
and from the last drum it drains through the 
siphon to the vacuum pump. 

This method may not appear to be of much 
benetit, but as the temperature of the water is 
higher than the temperature of the drum in 
which it enters, it can not possibly do any 
harm; indeed, it is more than possible that it 
parts with its latent heat, until it becomes of 
the same temperature as the vapor in the drum. 

Kaller's device, or spirals and screws, as it is 
called, is an apparatus titted or worked in the 
tubes by some means, and it is said to clean the 
tubes and increase the circulation of the juice 
to such an extent as to effect a gain of 12 to 
20 per cent. Some gain seems also to be de- 
rived from keeping the juice very low in the 
effects; but when this is done it is also neces- 
sary to devise some means to prevent entrain- 
ment. For rapid circulation of the juice, those 
triple effects with large tubes of eighteen 
inches diameter, placed in the centre of the 
drums, seem to be hard to beat. In this style of 
effect the juice flows up through the small 
tubes, like small fountains and fall back 
again down through the large centre tubes, 
keeping up a rapid and a constant cir- 
culation all the time the apparatus is at work. 
I think that there is no question about the 
circulation of the juice being an aid to the 
evaporation, or at least we have experienced a 
decided improvement in evaporation simply by 
carrying the inlet juice pipes down to the bot- 
tom of the cells, and have got a better circula- 
tion of the steam by fitting the ammonia pipe 
in the drum In the opposite side from the inlet 
vapor pipe. 

Now, while we admit the force of the fore- 
going remarks on circulation, we think that it 



is none the less necessary to see that the drums 
are kept perfectly free from gases and the 
water of condensation. Indeed, we have often 
found far more trouble to arise from these 
causes than from the former. There are 
numerous devices for the purpose of freeing 
the drums of the water of condensation, and 
to do it without cooling the drums in any way ; 
but so far as my experience goes, I know of 
nothing better for the purpose than the siphon 
for the first drum and possibly for the other 
two, providing sufficient depth can be got for 
the purpose. We find that there is quite a 
number of Marsh pumps in use for this pur- 
pose, but we fail to see that they have any ad- 
vantage over the siphon. I have not as yet 
made any attempt to remove the gases from 
the bottom of the drums, because we have not 
seen any injurious consequences arising from 
their presence, but possibly some of your 
readers may have had some experience in this 
direction, and if so, we would be highly 
pleased to hear of the results of the experi- 
ment. Geo. Osborne. 
Kukaiav, Hawaii^ H. /., March 1, 1898, 



The European Sugar Bounties. 

The following remarks on the bounty ques- 
tion and the Russian system with regard to 
sugar are from the Weekly Price List of Mr. C. 
Czamikow, dated the 24th March : 

^' The postponement of the sugar conference 
in Brussels until after the French elections, by 
which time the beet sowings will have been 
completed, renders it unlikely that any altera- 
tion made will affect next crop. From infor- 
mation received, it seems, however, probable 
that the Austrian bounty will in any case be 
reduced, as the action of their syndicate 
secures for the factories greater benefits from 
the higher prices paid by the home trade than 
were derived from the increase of the govern- 
ment grants on exports made during the last 
few years. In France it is uncertain whether 
the increased tax on refined will cover the 
direct export bounty ; should this not be the 
case the government may decide to reduce the 
direct export bounty, which would have the 
effect of stimulating shipments to United 
Kingdom prior to the alteration. The German, 
Austrian and Belgian factories are apparently 
prepared to abolish bounties, provided the 
French -do likewise, but it is said that the 
French industry can not compete successfully 
without premiums against the German, which 
is more favorably situated as to yield, etc. A 
solution might be found if France could be 
persuaded to adopt the Russian system of home 
allotments granted to each separate factory, 
leaving the surplus production to take care of 
itself. In England generally a direct counter- 
vailing duty is not altogether looked upon 
favorably, but a penal clause in the convention, 
which would have the same effect, is no doubt 
acceptable to all parties, and, of course, in 
actual practice would probably never require 

to be enforced. 

^^The Russian system adapted to France 
would be about as follows : If the beet produc- 
tion is 800,000 tons, the French colonial pro- 
duction 100,000 tons and the total consumption 
600,000 tons, then a beet or cane factory, pro- 



ducing hitherto 4500 tons, would, be entitled to 
sell for French consumption five-ninths = 2500 
tons, and would have to export or hold over 
into another season any excess. The prices 
for the French consumer would probably be 
comparatively high, and they would keep alive 
the weaker establishments, whilst the stronger 
ones would continue exporting, even at cost 
price, to reduce expenses. The higher price 
in France would not constitute a bounty, be- 
cause fabricants, though willing hitherto to 
let the exporter claim the government draw- 
back, would not like to put their hands into 
their own individual pockets to hand over to 
the foreign consumer profits made at home. 
There would, of course, be attempts to keep up 
with the neighboring factory, and some of the 
stronger would encroach upon the domain of 
the weaker, but with proper laws (fixed mini- 
mum allotments, instead of the German sys- 
tem) any fabricant able to make £5000 on 2600 
tons would not be likely to prefer making 6000 
tons at £1000 profit. The bounty would have 
disappeared with the collective distribution; 
the individual producer would have objections, 
just as a foreign government would object to 
the English treasury encashing foreign boun- 
ties and building warships with it. In order 
to avoid sending home sugar backward and 
forward the home allotments would be trans- 
ferred by bonds or export obligations, recog- 
nized by the syndicate, which bonds a factory 
near Paris would give out, and which would be 
taken up by a factory near Calais or in Guade- 
loupe. The latter would encash the price 
which the Paris factory might be willing to 
pay in order to sell its excess of, say, 2000 tons 
for home use, and get it exported by the Calais 
factory instead. On the above example, Calais 
would then only have 500 tons for home use 
and 4000 tons for export. Should prices in 
France (owing to increased consumption) rise 
beyond a certain point, the syndicate would 
have to release a further quantity for home 
use. The system being Russian, it might com- 
mend itself to French ideas. ^^ 



Mr. H. A. Chapin returned on Friday from 
the recent trip he took through the sugar 
parishes in the interest of the National Cane 
Shredder, and registered at the St. Charles 
Hotel. 

Mr. H. C. Boas, of St. Mary, a prominent • 
planter of thatpansh, was in the city on a visit 
a few days ago and registered at the Hotel 
Royal. 

Mr. E. P. Munson, of Assumption parish, 
where he has large planting interests, was a 
visitor to New Orleans during the past week 
and registered at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. H. X. Pharr, son of Capt. J. N. Pharr, 
of St. Mary parish, was among the recent visi- 
tors to the city and put up at the St. Charles, 
as is his usual custom. 

Mr. D. A. Walton, son of that well-known 
gentleman. Col. C. J. Walton, of Louisville, ' 
Ky., was a guest of the St. Charles Hotel on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Tony Sobral, a popular resident of the 
parish of St. James, was in the city on a visit 
a few days ago and registered at the Grune- 
wald. 
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At four ports of the United States to.. 

At four ports of Great Britain to 

At Havana and Matanzas to 



STOCKS 

Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 



.Tons 
it 



282,669 
77 000 
" 118 800 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING APRIL 15, 1898. 



Received- 
Sold ..... 



Hhds. 
164 
164 



-SUOAR- 



Barrels. 

14.848 

16,598 



MoLASssa. 
Barrels. 

909 
909 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FROM SEPT. 



i897» TO APRIL 15, 1898. 

-SUOAR- 



Recelved . 
Sold 



Received same time last year.. 



Hhds. 
22,178 
22,178 
84,860 



Barrels. 
1,876,269 
1,855,902 
1,209,681 



MoUkSiBS. 

Barrels- 

182,110 
182,110 
216,451 
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Tons of Market at Closim^ 
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RBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FOR THB WBBK 
BNDINQ APR. 15, 1898. 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 600 

-.. 1,819 



Bbls. Clb>n. 

477 
1,786 



RBCBIPT8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FROM AUG. i, 1897, TO APR. 
Z5, 1898, COMPARBD WITH I.A8T TBAR, 8AMB TIMB. 



ThU jear.. 
Last year.. 



Sackb Rough, 
^ 461,298 
^ 876,665 



Bbls. CLBAii. 

6,018 
9,088 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was quiet at 
the eud of the week, with quotations as 
given in our tabulated statement on 
opposite page. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals dull. 



Rice. 

The tone of the rough rice market was 
very strong at the end of the week, and 
receipts, which were small, were prompt- 
ly absorbed. Clean was strong and 
advancing. 



The Coast Country of Texas. 

There is an extensive area of level land bor- 
dering the Gull of Mexico. The soil is rich, 
and in coarse of time will be reclaimed and 
become one of the best agricultural districts 
known on this continent. But they must 
adopt systems of drainage, first open drains, 
then follow up with under or tile drains. The 
Angleton (Texas) Times says : 

^^ The fact of the business is that our people 
do not appreciate what thorongh and scientific 
drainage means for this country . Every acre 
of drained land in Illinois and Indiana is worth 
three acres of undralned land. In Louisiana, 
the most productive and prosperous section of 
the South, Immense drainage dltohes, which 
look like creeks, are taken out every few hun- 
dred yards, and in some sections small ditches 
are run every hundred feet. In addition to 
Ihis expensive levees are necessary to keep out 
the floods of the Mississippi. To prepare one 
hundred acres of land for cultivation in this 
section of Louisiana requires a small fortune, 
but there seems to be no lack of money for 
such work, and th^ miles and miles of planta- 
tions under a high state of cultivation shows 
that the returns on the investment must be 
satisfactory. The land is no better than that 
ct Brazoria county, which can be prepared 



for scientific cultivation for one-quarter the 
cost, as the drainage here Is so much more 
easily and cheaply secured. Louisiana is most 
prosperous. All the people who are cultivat- 
ing the soil are making money, and wealth is 
rolling in by the millions. Why? Simply be- 
cause they drain. Without their present and ex- 
pensive system of drainage their lands would be 
comparatively worthless, and the throb of their 
countless steam engines would cease to be 
heard In the land. Every sugar plantation 



looks like a village, and each has a side track 
from the main line of the railroad running into 
its sugar house. These same results can be had 
in Brazoria county for one-quarter the cost, 
and land enhanced in value from $10 to $100 
per acre, but not without drainage. ^^ — Drain^ 
ing Journal, 



Gol. Lewis S. Clarke, of Lagonda, registered 
at the St. Charles one day last week. 



The Cuban Sugar Crop of 1897-98. 

Statement of Exports and Stocks of Sugar March SI , 1 89S, and same date last year. 



Exports. Sacks. 

Havana 130,469 

Matanzas 47,8*21 

Cardenas 99,715 

Cienfuegos 232,613 

Sagua 13,150 

Caibarien 

Guantanamo 

Cuba 

Manzanillo 200 

Nuevltas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 13,127 



1897. 

Hhds. 
148 



Tons. 



Sacks. 

37,383 
149,432 
180,260 
328,861 

41,440 

i^iibo 



27.016 



1898. 

Hhds. 



Tons. 



Havana... 

Matanzas 

Cardenas 

Cienfuegos 

Sagua 

Caibarien 

Guantanamo . 

Cuba 

Manzanillo 

Nuevitas 

Gibara 

Zaza 

Trinidad 



Stocks. 



537,095 

109,406 

126,835 

112,278 

6 5.366 

34,186 

4,525 



9,437 
463,033 



148 74,432 765,891 105,994 



89,344 
292,539 
251,258 
95,i70 
48,015 
50,533 

'9,147 



3,515 



64,080 840,021 



Local consumption, 3 months . 



138,512 
10,500 

149,012 
Stock of old crop, January 1 31,960 

Receipts to March 81 at all the ports 117,052 

NOTB.^Bags, 310 pounds ; hogsheads, 1550 pounds ; tons, 2240 pounds. 

Havana, March 31, 1898. 



116,253 

222,247 
11,300 

233,547 
1,515 



Joaquin Guma. 
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WANTS. 



W« wtU pnblteh ia this eohuBii,frM oi duuge until 
oflMr notice, the nppUeation* of all mu«Kei*, over- 
ten, enclncen and tncar mnken, and othen who may 



fwrfker 



:m Meklng potltion* in the couatrr. and alto the wantt 
•f planter! dettrinff to employ any of theae. 



WANTBD-ONB DOUBLE-EFFKCT MAN, 
having experienee. AddreM SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR AS- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantaUon; can give 
best of reierencfs as to ability and character. Address 
500, care Pi^ntbr. 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is novr open 
for an engagement as chiel engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street. New Orleans, 
La. 4-6-98 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 
would like an engagement for the coming^keason ; 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGL 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and Uke off 
crop for coming season : can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Oarop ttreet. New Orleans, 
La. 3-9-98 



WANTED-SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for fur her particulars, W. J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take lob work ; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3-5-98 



\X7ANTED — EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGRI- 
W culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position; best references. Address Box 309, Irvington, 
New Jersey. 3-5-98 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 



ice-hoiise work ; also a good mechanic or suga 
house engineer : can futuish good references. Addre 
F. G. LimENZ, 435 Charlres street, city. 3*4-98 



recommendorsthe oest in the State, 
Eureka, St. Louis county. Mo. 



Address J. FRANZ, 
4-6-98 



WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 



Joultry and hogs and be a good milker, 
. S. DARRAGH, CentervilTe, La. 



Address Mrs. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of^references from my former em- 

yloyers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
. H. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
references and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
ferred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 

FIRST-CLASS 
Address 200, 
4-998. 



WANTED — A POSITION AS 
Painter; can give good references, 
this office. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr.,No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 
3-a9-98« 

•flTANTED— A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ perience in heavy framing and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug.ir houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and convenors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architecU, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarizing; habiU strictly temperate; 
can furnish good references. Address A, P. R., care 
Louisiana Pt-Airran. a-ai-^S. 



WANTED-A GOVERNESS^ FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; middle-aged lady preferred. Ad- 
dress J. 8. COLLINS ; Giesmar, La. 1-^-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street 

i.a4-9* 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant^ ™<^7 



sober: best of city references. 
City, La. 



11 «VWUU(MU& , ■».•».»•/ 

Apply Box M, Gibson 
1-34-98 



WANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assisUnt manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5S35 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years* experi- 
ence and can xumish good references. Address U» 
WEBRE, Central, La. i-so.98 



WANTED— A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling during the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repaur work the remainder of the year ; 
can furnish good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street, New Orleans, La. a-a398» 



WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FA.MILY, 
a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. P. MSR- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. 1-23-98. 



POSITION AS MANAGER OR 



WANTED— A 
assistant m; 
married man, 38 years of age 
perience in the cultivation 

ruwNTXR, 518 and 520 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

2-14-98 



assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
i man, 38 years of age ; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 



WANTED— IRISH-AMERICAN, a6 YEARS OF 
asre. honest, capable and efficient, denires posi- 
• -; in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 



WANTED— A CROP - - 
season; first-class references furnished, 
Box 16, Ponchatoula, La. 



TO BOIL THE COMING 

Address 
3-»6i>S. 



rXT ANTED — PARTIES 



OWNING A VERY 
, . large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for ihe manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicating with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, spectallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most modern machinery for beet sugar 
plants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
oress, C. F., 1304 N, Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-96-98. 

W' ANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 

and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assista it boiler in some large factory. Best of reter- 
tnces given. W. B., Box 6a, DonaldsonvUle, La. 

3-31-98. 



tion of management 

M. DOOLEY, StaUon O, Philsdelphia, Pa. 



a-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street, Qty. a.8-98 



ANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 

and she«t iron worker in country for repairs or 

new work in refinery or sugar house; long experience 

- - Address T.D., 



W 



POSITION AS YARDMAN OR 
W gardener; can furnish reference. Address 
GOTTLIEB KOELLE, 618 St. Louis street, city. 

i-ai-9B 



ITTANTED-A 



WANTED-A SOBER AND CAPABLE YOUNG 
man as assistant overseer on a snnr plantation. 

Mccracken BROS.. eoU 



References 
La. 



required. 



1-3^98 



WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on si^ar plsn- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaks English and French; references as to compe- 
tency, reliabilitjr and sobriety. Address MAX. P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17.98 



WANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work : be»t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 814 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; h£s had five vears' experience as both; 



best of references 
office. 



lumished. Address A., 



care this 
i-iy-08 



CTTTANTBD- A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 
VV sistant engineer; has had fourteen years' expe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 
O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 1-18-^ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
has had seven years' experience ; can famish good 
reference. Address a, L., 618 St. Louis street. 1- 1^98 



TTTTANTED 
W hosUer. 



and good references given ; easy terms. 
11S9 Orange street, New Orleans. 



a-iS97 



WANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street. 
New Orleans. a -10-98 



WA N T E D-POSITION BY COMPETE NT 
druggist, five years' experience, or clerk in mer- 
le; no bad habits; best of refer- 
MONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
3-10-98 



W druggist, five ve« 
chandise store ; single ; 
ences. Address AmM( 



ences. 
La. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, a« well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling: understands clarification; stricdy 
temperate and reliable: At reference. Address S. s. 
MOORE, 285 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 
a-»S-98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-16-^8 



W 



WANTED— SUGAR 
perienc . 



EXPERT, 25 YEARS' EX- 
. : in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 

desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonials Address Sl/CCESS, Produce Exchange, 
E IS, New York. 3-«7-98 



W A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly ; sober and reliable ; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3*17*98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacunm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop ; be «t of reference and sausfaction guaran- 
teed. H.J,&AVOY,Palncoartville,La. 31898. 



W^ 



ANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better It 
will suit;: he best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. 2-5-98 



CTTANTED-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 
W on a plantation ; has had many years' experience ; 
can furnish good references. Address F. SINTE3, 2^2 
Chartres street. 1-5-90 



— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
Address 156, care of this office. 

1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of iSdB; 
Ai references from former employers. GEO. H. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. i - 1 1*98 



WANTED— POSITION ON SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion by the year, as carpenter end wheelwriffhtr 
never drink, and can give good references. Adrrer- 
,La, 



BOX 73, Baton Rouge, 



1-11-98 



ANTED— A YOUNG MAN WHO CAN GIVE 

gOi 

ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and work for 

1-11-98 



TTT/ 

W good references wishes to learn some eood busi- 
ness ; is willing to commence at the bottom and 
promotion. Address A, Box 37, Jackson, La. 



W 



ANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS ENGINEER, 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 



BERGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. 



2-5.98 



WANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions tor coming campaign ; the best 
of references on application. Address <^ CRYSTALS," 
csue Plantbr. 1-5*98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years' experience: csn fur< 
tees. Address WALTER DAILY, 



nish references. 
Dauphine street 



2620 
2-3.98 



_ POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 

gineer; can turnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address G, HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street. 1-3-^ 



TTTANTED— A 

W I 



WANTED-A POSITION ASl SUGAR MAKER 
for 1898, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, Ls» 

a-3-98 



. . position In sagar house as chief; twenty-five vean^ 
experience in erecting and operating sugar machinery; 
will engage by the year at moderate salary. Addros 
ENGINEER loao, this office. i-ii^ 



WANTED— A SITUATION IN A PRIVATE 
family as general yard man, city or country. 
Address P. S., 130 N . Fi anklln street, city. t - 13-98. 



FORJALE CHEAP. 

One Reading Iron Works Slide Valve Engine, 15 indies 

Steam ^llnder by 48 Inches stroke. 
One Sturtevant High Speed, Vertical Double Cylinder 

Enffine, 4 inch Cylinder by 8 Inch stroke. 
One McDonald Hydraulic Regulator, complete. Ram 

10 inches. 
One Shepard Lathe, swing In chuck ai Inches. 
One Sebastian Lathe, swing in chuck, 11 inches. 
Two Mullen Kilters. 
One Three-Roller Leeds Mill, 26U Inches Diameter, by 

4 ft. long, with Riley Pusher and Engine. 
One Three-Roller Niles Mill, 25 inches Diameter, 4 feet 

long, with Engine. 
All the above machinery in first-class condltiosr 
Apply to 

The Adeline Sii|{u Factofy Co., Ltl, 

ADSLINK, LA. 
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Susar Beet Seed. 

Now that the fifrowing of sugar beets 
and the manufacturing of beet sugar 
promise to rapidly increase in the 
United States greater interest than ever 
is had in the literature of the subject. 
Mr. Lewis S. Ware, the well-known 
editor of the Sugar Beet, published for 
many years in Philadelphia, where Mr. 
Ware stood alone as the advocate of the 
certain ultimate development of the 
beet sugar industry in this country, has 
written a book upon sugar beet seed, 
which has been published by the 
Orange Judd Company, of New York, 
and is a splendid compilation of the 
data relative to this branch of the beet 
sugar industry. Increasing interest 
has been displayed in the production of 
beet sugar seed of late in Utah and 
California. Experiments from Utah 
have been eminently successful, but 
almost the entire supply of beet seed 
consumed thus far in this country has 
been imported from abroad. It has 
been found that our home-grown seed, 
however, is of excellent quality and 
there is no reason why we should not 
produce all of our beet seed in this 
country, and to this end Mr. Ware is 
now laboring with his excellent volume 
that is before us. 

Mr. Ware takes a broad view of his 
subject, beginning with historical con- 
sideration of origin of European varie- 
ties, the botanical data concerning the 
beet and special requirements of sugar 
beet seed, the races, types and varieties 
of sugar beets, the selection of beets 
with a view to seed production, the soils 
best adapted thereto, together with the 
fertilizers that are essential to the best 
results, the selection and sampling of 
seed, the germination test, the planting 
of seeds with the preparation before 
planting and their germination in the 
soil, special methods for the production 
of superior seed, their production from 
leaves, buds and small beets, our home- 
grown beets with an account of our 



American experiments and account of 
the beet seed industry in France and 
much other incidental data. 

Mr. Ware's book is an encyclopedia 
of all our present knowledge of this 
subject and should be in the hands of 
every one interested in the sugar beet in- 
dustry. It embodies the results of 
twenty years' of studies and experience 
with the subject and in its preparation 
the author has visited nearly every beet 
seed farm and similar institution in the 
world. The book is handsomely illus- 
trated and is published at $2 net, post- 
paid to any part of the world, and may 
be had at this office or from the Orange 
Judd Company, 52 Lafayette Place, New 
York. 



Feeds and Feedins:. 

(*'The eye of the master fattens his cattle.'') 
Prof. W. Henry, dean of the Col- 
lege of Agriculture and director of the 
Experiment Station of the University of 
Wisconsin, has just published a valua- 
ble work on Feeds and Feeding, that 
should attract the attention of every 
agricultural student and of every stock- 
raiser. There is probably no State in 
the Union that has taken as high a posi- 
tion in advanced agricultural research 
as has the State of Wisconsin. The 
study and development of the dairy in- 
terests alone may be said to have made 
Wisconsin rich, and the agriculturists of 
the State must necessarily give great 
attention to the question of feeding their 
live stock, and Professor Henry's valua- 
ble book now publishing will be found 
to discuss the whole subject matter from 
scientific, industrial and economical 
points of view, in a most exhaustive 
manner. The conclusions are founded 
upon a vast store of experience that 
could never have been acquired in any 
other way than through the great re- 
sources available to Professor Henry in 
his position as professor of agriculture 
and director of the Experiment Station. 
The table of contents covers the botan- 
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ieal consideration of plants, their growth 
and development into feed for animals. 
'Their mastication, digestion and assimi- 
lation. The functions of digestion, 
respiration and also calorimetry; ani- 
mal nutrition ; the source of muscular 
energy ; composition of animals before 
and after fattening; the influence of 
feed on the animal body, methods of 
calculating rations, etc. 

The whole subject matter of feed 
stuffs is taken up with a discussion of 
the leading cereals and their by-prod- 
ucts; minor cereals, oil-bearing and 
leguminous seeds and their by-products. 
Indian corn as a forage plant, the grasses, 
fresh and cured straw, leguminous plants 
for green forage and hay; miscellaneous 
feed stuffs ; soiling cattle and prepara- 
tion of feeding stuffs; the ensilage 
and fodders; manurial value of 
feeding stuffs. We then come to 
the feeding of farm animals, includ- 
ing investigations concerning the horse ; 
feeds for the horse, feed and care of the 
horse, calf rearing: results of steer feed- 
ing trials at the stations; factors in steer 
feeding; the dairy cow; station tests 
with feeding stuffs for dairy eows ; the 
influence of feed on milk and of wide or 
naiTow rations. Feed and care of the 
dairy cow ; investigations with sheep and 
experiments m fattening them and in 
wool production • The general care of 
sheep. Investigations with swine and 
the value of various feeding stuffs for 
pigs with an account of Danish pig feed- 
ing experiments, together with the ef- 
fect of feed on the carcass of the pig. 

Every one interested iu farm animals, 
whether as a breeder or user of live stock 
or dealing in or fattening them, will find 
Professor Henry's book an exhaustive 
treatise on the whole subject matter of 
feeds and feeding. Copies can be pro- 
cured at this office for $2, or may be or- 
dered directly from Prof. W. A. Henry, 
Madison, Wis. 



The Cane Crop. 

The past week has witnessed the 
advent of the long looked for rain, 
followed by a rising temperature, and 
this has dispelled such fears as were 
beginning to be entertained by the 
planters that th« growth of the cane 
would be materially retarded by the 
long continued and unseasonable spell 
of dry weather and cool nights. Veg- 
etation of all kinds has received a 



marked impetus, and the gappy stands 
of spring plant cane are in many cases 
beginning to put forth indications gf 
improvement, while fall plant and stub- 
ble are almost universally reported to 
be doing finely. Taken as a whole the 
crop situation promises above the aver- 
age. 

Sugar in Georgia. 

[Special Correspondenoe.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: I had occasion 
some weeks ago to collate from an account of 
a visit to the United States, by D. B. Warden, 
a bit of history relative to the cane and sugar 
industry as Mr. Warden found It In Louis- 
iana In 1816-1818. To-day I will note for the 
columns of The Planter Mr. Warden's 
account, Vol. 2, page 432. Mr. Warden says 
relative to the cane Industry In Georgia at that 
time: 

^^The sugar cane Is now cultivated along 
the coast and to a distance of 120 miles in the 
Interior. Further north the frosts, which 
often take place after several days of consid- 
erable warmth, kills the shoots In the spring 
and the natural fruit when It approaches 
maturity Is apt to burst. The shoots are pro- 
tected from frost, which sometimes prevails, 
by covering them with dry grass. It Is told 
that the produce of an acre under good cul- 
tivation Is from 2000 to 4000 pounds of sugar.^^ 
In a foot-note Mr. Warden states that— 
"Mr. Butler on 86 acres cultivated by 17 
hands, produced 140,000 pounds of sugar and 
76 hogsheads of molasses. John McQueen 
planted 48 acres in cine, average product 
20,000 canes per acre, and 6000 canes, the 
product of one-fourth of an acre, yielded 000 
gallons of juice, which, boiled down, made 672 
pounds of sugar, and may lose 60 pounds in 
draining, leaving 622 pounds, or 2488 pounds 
of sugar per acre.'' 

Mr. Warden credits this foot-note to 
Walshe's American Register. 

Hoping the above facts culled from an au- 
thority so reliable will be found of interest as 
well as Instructive when reproduced In the 
pages of The Planter Is my apology for 
offering them to Its readers. Erin. 

Maple Sugar in Wisconsin. 

It Is estimated that the United States pro- 
duces about 4000 tons of maple sugar In a year. 
Michigan, Vermont and Pennsylvania are 
among the leading States that produce It, and 
Wisconsin has had quite a reputation until 
within a few years, in which the devastation of 
forests had been going on with marked rapid- 
ity, doing away with some of the best maple 
forests that any State could boast of. However, 
a large quantity is still made and consumed, 
especially In the southern part of the State. 

The season for maple sugar has just closed 
hud it is claimed that It has seldom been so 
good In ten years. Sometimes the season lasts 
only ten days, usually beginning about the 1st 
of April, but this year the sap began to run on 
March 23 and continued for over three weeks, 
keeping farmers at work sixteen hours a day 



and seven days In the week, not speaklug of 
the chores that they are required to do. Some 
tapped as high as two hundred trees, and when 
It Is considered that each tree gives from eight 
to twelve quarts of sap every twentv-four 
hours. It requires a great deal of work to 
gather It, but more time to boll It down. For 
years the sap has not flowed so freely as this 
season, and farmers predict good crops as a 
result of this evidence. Cool and frosty nights 
followed by warm days are conducive to the 
flow, and the result Is that In many a home 
gallons of syrup are stored away. 

The methods employed In tapping trees 
vary slightly, but as a rule a hole two Inches 
In length Is bored Into the tree and a spile of 
sbumach wood, split open and grooved. Is put 
Into the opening to convey the sap. Large 
pans holding from forty to sixty gallons are 
erected in the woods and the sap reduced to 
one-seventh before taken home. The busy 
housewives continue to boll down and *^ sugar 
off " until the quantity has been reduced from 
100 per cent, to 2 per cent, or till It crystallizes. 
The sugar properties In the juice vary with 
the season, a wet spring often increasing the 
quantity and decreasing the sugar properties. 
The sap ceases to flow when trees begin to 
bud. The yield from one tree varies from two 
to six pounds of sugar. Unless men under- 
take the manufacture of it on a large scale it 
barely pays the labor, and taldng in consider- 
ation the shortness of the season, it is apparent 
why so little maple sugar is made. 

Twenty years ago maple sugar sold at 16 to 
18 cents a pound and $1.60 to $2 a gallon. It 
has been on the decrease gradually because 
granulated sugar Is cheaper and better for 
general purposes, whereas maple augar is more 
of a confectionery and carries with it impuri- 
ties which give it a sweet buf pungent taste. 
It is hard to get pure maple sugar, as some of 
the producers find it profitable to mix it with 
granulated sugar. Pure maple sugar is always 
dark brown, whereas the adulterated is usually 
of reddish yellow color. 

Maple sugar now sells at 10 cents a pound 
and $1 a gallon. The producers prefer to sell 
the syrup because it is easier to prepare and 
they then find it more profitable, one gallon 
making only about eight pounds of sugar. 
Since the production of this commodity has 
been on the decrease, a great deal is shipped 
here from other States. One of the confec- 
tionery houses gets about two tons every year 
from Pennsylvania, refines it, casts it into 
cakes and sells It at a profit. 

The maple sugar season gives rise to new 
amusements and sugar parties are the fad at 
that time. They all get together and boll 
sugar, stir it till it crystallizes and eat to their 
hearths content, only to leave the hostess cha- 
grined over the sugary saucers, pans and plates 
and giving the doctors a chance for a few days^ 
visitation. Another inhovation is to place the 
boiled sugar on Ice and after it Is cooled It is 
like wax, and when mixed with butter beats 
anything in the market in the line of sweets. 

R. G. S. 



Hon. 0. C. Bird, of Baton Rouge, was a 
guest of the Royal on Monday. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Oorrespondence.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Last week's As- 
cension letter opened with the remark that '* we 
had another nice little rain Tuesday night.*' 
This week's record can be started with the still 
more gratifying announcement that we had a 
good big rain Monday morning. The down- 
pour commenced about 4 a. m., and continued 
An hour or longer, the precipitation reading 
an aggregate of 1.70 inches, according to Local 
Observer Park's official gauge. Not only was 
the quantity of the moisture sufficient for the 
needs of the occasion, but what was still more 
important and gratifying, it was followed by 
warmth and genial sunshine instead of the 
cool temperature that has succeeded all the 
previous showers this season. Planters and 
managers have been wearing broad smiles or 
expressions of great peace and satisfaction 
iince the occurrence of this welcome visitation, 
and in emulation of their good humor all 
nature beams with joy, and vegetation seems 
to have taken on a new lease of life and luxuri- 
ance. 

The river has continued to creep up slowly 
toward the maximum stage which Observer 
Park has prescribed for its rise at Donaldson- 
^Ue— that is, twenty-eight feet above low- wa- 
ter mark. At 7 o'clock this morning the gauge 
Indicated a stage of 27.1 feet above low water, 
And advices from points above justify the ex- 
pectation that Mr. Parkas limit will not be ex- 
ceeded. 

Although it is reasonably certain that the 
present flood will not assume dangerous pro- 
portions, the police jury, as a matter of pre- 
4)aution, has joined the levee authorities in giv- 
ing notice that the law against live stock be- 
ing allowed to roam at large will be enforced 
nntil after the river has fallen below the bank- 
iull stage. 

Mr. George B. Reuss, of the Reuse and Belle 
Helene Planting and Manufacturing Compa- 
nies, reports an excellent stand of cane on Ger- 
mania and Belle Helene, and anticipates a fa- 
-vorable year for the sugar industry. The Belle 
Helene concern is in the market for cane, and 
will be in a position, by reason of enlarged and 
improved manufacturing facilities, to pay the 
highest market prices for the product. The 
Belle Helene factory is not only eligibly situ- 
Ated by reason of being in close proximity to 
the Mississippi Valley Railway, but is prepar- 
ing to reach out among its neighbors by means 
of tramways and to grind all the cane in sight 
that can be preempted. 

Manager J. Elphege LeBlanc, of Messrs. B. 
Lemann & Bro.'s Belle Terre place, says the 
crop outlook there is very good. Fall plant 
cane is simply beautiful ; stibble is the same. 
And early spring plant, though somewhat thin, 
li better than it has been for several years at 
this season. Mr. LeBlanc says he has never 
teen better looking stubble at this time of the 
year than that en Belle Terrc^ and he is among 
those who see nothing in th« existing situation 
4)r prospects to compiain or feel apprehensive 
About— not «:Kce|NtiAj|^ l±ke imminent war with 
Spsin. 



Col. J. E. St. Martin has encouraging pros- 
pects in view on Pelico, Arlington, and Bar 
Harbor, and Managers John W. Tucker, of 
New Hope and Ascension, J. W. Gleason, of 
McManor, J. A. Melancon, of Evan Hall, and 
Stark L. Davis, of Souvenir, are also contented 
with the indications for the coming crop so far 
as developed to date. 

Preparations for the dinner and ball at the 
Planters* Club are going forward favorably 
and it is determined that war or no war these 
entertainments will both come off. 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



f Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been very favorable since last report. There 
were two or three good showers which were 
not, as on two other occasions lately, followed 
by cold weather. A good number had begun 
applying fertilizer and others will begin imme- 
diately. The flelds have been thoroughly 
worked and all are clean. 

From Mr. Joseph E. Bargas, of Regina, we 
learn that the frosts we had some ten days 
since killed many acres of young cotton in the 
Grosse Tete and Maringouin sections of the 
parish, and the farmers have had to replant. 

A mortgage on a plantation to secure pay- 
ment of bonds maturing fifteen years hence, 
and bearing interest at 6 per cent, per annum, 
was filed for record a few days since, in the 
office of the clerk and recorder of this parish. 
We learn that money is plentiful at New Or- 
leans, and that there is no difficulty to place 
bonds of this nature, when they are well se- 
cured. There are very few planters who have 
their sugar houses so perfect that they can not, 
with new machinery, add from five to twenty 
pounds of sugar per ton of cane to their gen- 
eral extraction, or save double the cost of the 
interest in labor-saving devices ; and it is prob- 
able that numerous big improvements will be 
inaugurated. The fear of not being able to 
meet short time rates has kept many a planter 
from making even the most necessary im- 
provements. 

Messrs. LeBlanc & Danes, of Plaquemine, 
have engaged Mr. William Arbour, of the 
same place, to overhaul the machinery at the 
Milly plantation, and put it in first-class order 
to take off the large crop which they will raise, 
as well as that to be purchosed. The Shakes- 
peare Iron Works will make a new housing for 
one of the Milly^s miUs to replace one cracked 
by a cane hook on the last day of rolling. 

The Jesuit Fathers of Grand Cotcau are con- 
templating extensive improvements in their 
little sugar house. Brother Joseph, the man- 
ager of the place, was at Plaquemine last Mon- 
day looking at machinery offered for sale by 
those who have enlarged their plants. Brother 
Joseph finds the cane on the river more ad- 
vanced, and the fields better worked than those 
in St. Landry parish. He says, however, that 
with their crude apparatus they sometimes get 
125 pounds of sugar per ton. The Hart Well 
Company, of Plaquemine, is boring a well 
for the Jesuit Fathers. 

The J. Supple's Sons Planting Co., Lim- 
ited, are making preparations to extend their 



Catherine railroad to the Bayou Manufactory 
Ridge in the Square League, where some fine 
fields are being cleared for cane. 

The advance in the price of oats will have 
the effect of making some of our people devote 
more attention to corn. Thousands of dollars 
could be saved every year without interfering 
with the cane crop ; in fact, the mules seem to 
work better when fed on home-grown feed. 

Mr. Frederick J. Grace, formerly assistant 
manager of the Milly plantation and Miss May 
Dardenne, daughter of the late John L. 
Dardenne, and granddaughter of Mrs. F. C. 
Dardenne, of the Crescent plantation, were 
married last Tuesday at Plaquemine. 

District Court has adjourned to the 26th inst. 

Ground has been broken for the saw-mill on 
the old Morning Glory site near Plaquemine 
and a large force of mechanics are now at 
work. Iberville. 

West Baton Rouse. 

[Special Correspondence. 1 

Editor Louisiana Planter: From a purely 
agricultural standpoict, the week just closed 
has been a favorable one. Very little rain had 
fallen this month, and the planters were be- 
ginning to want some. It came at night. Last 
Sunday and Monday nights heavy rains fell, 
on many plantations forcing a stoppage of 
field work until Wednesday noon. These rains 
were needed and have been pronounced very 
beneficial to the growing crops. Reports 
from every section of the parish are not quite 
so encouraging as was the case some time ago. 
Fall plant and stubble are doing well, but 
numerous complaints are coming in relative to 
the spring plant, which is by no means what it 
should be. The cold rains that prevailed in 
March are held responsible for this untoward 
condition. Speaking along this line a planter 
remarked a few days ago that on his place the 
spring plant lacked about 15 per cent, of being 
as promising as it was a month ago. Others 
who have good fall plant and stubble make 
the same complaint. ^^ Spring plant is not 
very promising," they say. 

Despite this and several other less unfortu- 
nate circumstances, our planters are not dis- 
couraged. Field work is being pushed for- 
ward as rapidly as circumstances will permit, 
and those planters who contemplate putting in 
improvements this year are making prepara- 
tions therefor. It is understood that Mr. Lev- 
eri expects to put up a new vacuum pan at 
St. Mary, and constructing a tram road through 
that place and St. Delphlne for the benefit of 
the small planters in the neighborhood from 
whom he purchases cane. Mr. Levert reports 
his stand of cane as fairly good. 

Cinclare has purchased the entire growing 
crop of Mr. Fred. D. Robenson's plantation, 
Iberville, which amounts to about 10,000 tons. 
This is the largest crop ever bought by a fac- 
tory in this section. 

The crops on the Lefebvre plantations are 
said to be in excellent condition and very 
promising. 

Mary Emily, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
David Devall of Orange Grove, died last Wed- 
nesday. In their sad aflaictlon the bereaved 
parente have the sympathy of 

Wbst Baton Rouqe. 
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Assumption. 

fSpeoial Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been fairly favorable for out-door work, but 
not altogether suitable for the cane, being still 
too cold, thus robbing the benetit of the raios. 
Sunday and to-day, however, have been warm, 
and we had to-day a few light sprinkles. Indic- 
ative perhaps of more to come, but of them- 
selves not enough to do much good. As a 
result of the cool weather, the corn in some 
places has been cut down by worms. This 
year on the sandy land the corn seems to be 
more injured than on the black stretches. We 
are told that the cool weather keep? the worms 
from developing into fire- flies, and that it is in 
their transition and rather just before that they 
are so destructive on the corn. I hear a good 
many complain that the fruit crop will be short, 
and that many of the peaches have dropped off 
since the cool spells that have characterized 
the month of April. 

Planters are well ahead with their work, and 
are rather waiting on the crops and the rains. 
Much of the early com has been worked, and 
has already received its quota of cotton-seed 
meal to give it a good start. The meal is also 
being applied to the stubble. There is plenty 
of young shoots to be seen in the plant cane, 
but hardly enough to give the desired stand, 
and it will have to sucker very diligently to 
make up for the present lack of stand. Just at 
present the coal men are taking advantage of 
the present stage of water, and the tugs are 
bard at work delivering the black diamonds to 
the planters. 

The war scare does not meet with much en- 
couragement In Assumption; a very large 
majoiity of the planters and business men look 
with disfavor on the craving for battle shown 
by the jingoes. 

The people of the South have but little to 
gain from war, particularly as it may result in 
the annexation of Cuba, and as it is we have 
enough incongruous elements to assimilate into 
the body politic without the Introduction of 
complications. The price of cotton, too, will 
probably be unfavorably affected by a war 
with Spain. If the jingoes would be the only 
sufferers from the miseries of armed conflict, 
perhaps there would be less opposition. How- 
erer, we snppose in a short time we will know 
the verdict of Congress. 

Since writing the above we had a fine rain, 
and luckily this time not followed by a cool 
spell. There was a slight fall of hall this 
morning, but not heavy enough to do any 
damage. The rain will soon determine how 
much of the plant cane is coming up, for 
with the moisture and the warm weather it 
will not take long for what is still under 
ground, that is good, to put in an appearance. 

Mr. Ernest Barton, of Ascension, was here 
to-day, and reports the stubble as unusually 
good on St. Emma. He says that there is 
some complaint as to gappy oane in bis neigh- 
borhood. 

Since the rain the com looks remarkably 
well, and in the coarse of a few days these 
who have been waiting for rain before finish- 
ing their com planting will have it all in the 
gronnd. There seems to be a demand for im- 



proved implements, and subsoil ploughs and 
cultivators are being shipped in by the Imple- 
ment drummers by the score. 

We hear that an offer has been made to one 
planter to take all of the sugar he has on hand 
at the rate of 4 cents per pound. Including 
yellow clarified and seconds, the moment that 
war between the United Slates and Spain is 
declared. This looks as if one man at least 
thought that the declaration of war would be 
followed by a rise of prices. This does not 
seem to be the universal opinion, however. 
Mr. George G. Walker, of Centrevllle, reported 
crop prospects unusually fine on the Teche, 
and that both stubble and plant mark the rows 
and are almost a complete stand. Mr. F. W. 
Denny, of Iberville, and family, paid a short 
visit to Woodlawn the latter part of last week. 
Mrs. Philip S. Pugh is spending a short time 
there with her two boys. More Anon. 

Terrebonne. 

[Sp«H!lttl Oorrespondenoe.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The recent copious 
rain, which was apparently general through- 
out the parish, was welcomed by all, as the 
fields were becoming very dry, vegetation 
somewhat retarded, yet perhaps more from 
low temperatures than want of moisture, and 
many cisterns nearly empty. The land, pre- 
viously somewhat cloddy, can, as soon as dry 
enough, be put in fine tilth with harrow and 
other implements. Should the weather con- 
tinue warm, eyes of both plant cane and stub- 
ble having the necessary vitality will soon 
germinate, and by the first week in May the 
planters will be able to form an opinion of 
crop prospects. The sprouts already up will 
now assume a healthy color, and ere long the 
young canes will make root should not exces- 
sive rains follow the dry weather. 

That stubble crops are more to be relied on 
than thirty years ago Is generally admitted, and 
the reasons for which are that the lands are in a 
better physical and manurial condition than at 
that time, when they had been subjected to 
exhaustion and defective drainage. 

In the early history of the cane sugar industry 
in the State, ratoons were estimated to yield 
more sugar than plant cane, due to the low 
sucrose content of the latter, they coming 
from the newly cleared fields as properties 
were enlarged. 

Those who anxiously looked for rain and 
got it are now equally anxious for dry weather, 
to enable them to fertilize their fields, both 
plant and ratoons. Those who. appreciate the 
situation will strive to destroy every sprig of 
grass possible prior to the advent of warm 
showery weather— to kill grass with two leaves 
is easy and inexpensive, to eradicate bunches 
is arduous and expensive in the extreme. 

Latterly, the canes have thickened rapidly, 
both plant and ratoons, and now planters have 
only to dread too much rain in May and June. 
A good cultivating season for the next sixty 
days will insure a promising crop. Generally 
where the com has been well planted the crop 
promises well; where the work was roaghly 
done, the plants are small and the stand de- 
fective. Those who were fortunate in having 
fertilized their fields prior to the rain will 



reap the benefit, as decomposition will pro' 
gress rapidly, and the available food thus pre* 
pared will cause the young canes to root and 
develop rapidly, should the season prove 
favorable. When sucrose per ton ceases to be 
sacrificed to tons of cane per acre, then the 
application of manures will be performed af 
an earlier date, and the mechanical division of 
the particles of the fertilizer will be better 
appreciated. 

Early promising crop prospects will tempt 
factory owners to Invest in new machinery to 
enhance the efttclency of their manufacturlog 
plants. To secure extracting plants, and batter* 
ies of boilers of the highest type will be to ex* 
pend capital judiciously, when the generated 
steam is most economically utilized in multi- 
ple effect evaporation. Other large expendi* 
tures may be of doubtful utility. 

Wednesday of last week light showers fell in 
the morning, with cool wind in the afternoon f 
Thursday, clear and cool; Friday, bright san-^ 
shine; similar conditions prevailed on Satur- 
day ; Sunday, warmer and cloudy ; Monday, 
cloudy with south wind; Tuesday, thunder 
and rain after sunrise, with clearing weather 
later in the day, and Wednesday, bright sun* 
shine. 

The official weekly report of the weather at 
Schriever is as follows : 

Temperature. Sunshine RainftUr 
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Terrebonne. 




Vermilion 


• 



! Spei ial Ccr rcspondenoe. 1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather con* 
dition for the past week has been more even 
and more favorable to the general crop than 
for several weeks past. There was a slight fall 
in the temperature last Thursday, the 14th« 
which lasted till Sunday following, but not 
serious enough to do any damage. The crop 
condition is improving, and with a few dayr 
favorable weather, the backset that was 
caused by the cold weather will be removed^ 
though the farmers generally are complaining 
of the chinch bug on both com and cane. Mr. 
W. D. Qooch, a prosperous farmer of the 
Ticinity of Perry, this parish, brought to yoOT 
correspondent this afternoon (18th) a few 
stalks of com that was literally covered with 
these little pests, and he reported that his en-^ 
tire neighborhood was alive with theoir 
Reports from other parts of the parish are to 
the effect that the com crop is being totally 
destroyed in many places. An appeal hai^ 
been sent in to Agricultural Commissioner Lee 
for aid, and some of the planters have applied 
to Chancellor Snow, of the Kansas Univeraitjr 
for his fungus disease, sporotrichum globuli* 
femm, which is claimed to be very fatal and 
effective. Some plan of extermination wlU 
have to be foond, else the com crop will stand 
in great danger of being a total fWnre, an# 
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oane will be materially damaged. Rain fell 
in torrvnts here this evening, and it in 
hoped that the vast amount of water that is 
BOW on the ground will assist to rid the fields 
And check the ravages of the insects. 

Ric^ farmers are putting in full time now 
needing their land. Messrs. Wise & Lyona 
have already seeded about 200 acres of their 
farm west of Abbeville and about 100 acres of 
it is already up to a good stand, llie secretary 
^f the Vermilion Development Company has 
.called a meeting of the stockholders of said 
.compan}^ some time in May to make some 
•changes in the charter of the company. They 
are now rapidly pushing to completion the 
annex to their large canal in West Vermilion 
and will be ready to flood the neighboring 
fields before the rice is large enough to re- 
<quire watering, Quite a large acreage of provi- 
4ence rice will be put in, though there is con- 
siderable fear entertained of the chinch bug, as 
It preys on rice more than any other plant. 

Cotton is receiving but little attention in the 
parish this year. In sections where it is too 
iar to haul cane for delivery to the railroad or 
refineries the farmers are planting corn. 

It is to be hoped that more refineries will be 
■erected in this parish. thereby affording greater 
facilities for raising and disposing of cane. 
There are a number of very fine locations in 
this parish for central refineries. We notice 
that a very desirable location for a central 
plant is advertised to be sold at succession sale 
on the 21st of May. This place is located on 
the Vermilion river, twelve miles south of 
Abbeville, and contains 1676 acres of very fine 
cane land. It Is known as the Hope Mill plan- 
tation and is in charge of Mr. Solomon Wise, 
of this town, who is administrator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand Marks, of New Or- 
leans, spent several days here this week visit- 
ing their daughter, Mrs. Eli Wise. 

Mr. O. M. Nilson, president of the Vermilion 
Bugar Company, is transacting business in 
2^ew Orleans this week. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: At the present 
moment the weather is more favorable to the 
planting interest than it has been at any 
time since the first of the month. Just how 
long these favorable conditions may remain 
with us is a question of the utmost importance 
to those who have in hand the cultivation of 
the soil. 

To say the least, the crops are all backward, 
bat no more so than ttiey have been at same date 
in past years, and if I mistake not the prospects 
on field and farm are mueh more promising 
to-day than on same week and date of last 
year. 

When referring to my notes I find that we 
had in April, 1897, but two days on which rain 
fell, the 6th and 29th. The month was very 
dry ; plants made slow growth ; cotton in par- 
ticular was late in coming up, and when it did 
Bome time elapsed t>efore it began to grow. 

A fine rain fell over this country on the af- 
ternoon and night of the 17th inst., followed 
on the 18th with warm and cloudy weather 
with indications of more rain to follow soon, 



which will be beneficial unless the wind 
changes to the north, which is to be hoped 
will not occur. 

Cane, corn and cotton, the most important 
crops produced in this and neighboring par- 
ishes, will now burst through the soil and 
grow, to the joy and admiration of the farmers 
and planters. 

The cane planters are growing more hopeful 
as the days pass away. The stubble is behav- 
ing beautifully this spring in the face of all 
drawbacks, late frost included. A good stub- 
ble crop will be a rarity not witnessed for the 
past three years up here. Plant cane is now 
growing out through the rich soil to greet the 
rising of the morning sun and grow into splen- 
dor. 

Mr. James H. Kennedy, master mechanic, 
writes to me from Barbreck this week with re- 
spect to the crops, etc., there. Mr. Kennedy 
says that the crops are somewhat backward on 
Barbreck and locality, but not seriously so. 
The stubble is very promising for the season, 
while the plant cane is a bit slow to come out; 
yet there is every reason to believe that with 
the advent of warm rains and weather the 
plant cane will soon develop a perfect stand in 
Barbreck^s broad fields, and for that matter on 
all places in the vicinity where a stalk of cane 
has been planted. 

Mr. Kennedy says the Augusta Planting and 
Sugar Manufacturing Company, Limited, has 
acquired the old St. Peters plantation and with 
their worthy president, Mr. Aug. Lesseps, at 
the helm, is surely transforming the old place 
into one of modern beauty. The old machin- 
ery is now being torn out of the sugar house to 
make room for new and more modern ma- 
chinery. I think that I am safe in remarking 
tliat it will be but a question of a year or two 
at most until the Augusta Planting and Sugar 
Manufacturing Company, Limited, will find 
the acreage to cane increased to such an ex- 
tent as to demand the erection and operation 
of as large a factory as is now found at work 
anywhere in the State. In this instance Tits 
Planter's scribe feels pretty safe in making 
the prediction that thede demands will be fully 
met by Mr. Aug. Lesseps. 

Mr. R. G. Chevis, of Uaasville, visiting and 
returning from Washington, La., on the first 
of this week, informs me that he learned while 
there that the planters in the vicinity of Wash- 
ington were anxious for rain to bring their 
crops up to a stand. The acreage of cane in 
that locality has not been increased much if 
any above that of last year, possibly owing to 
want of factory facilities sufficient to work the 
cane when grown. Erin. 



St. James, Left Bank. 

LSpeoial Correspondence.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The too fair con- 
dition of the weather which had been prevail- 
ing for quite a length of time, with a constancy 
which was seemingly of a remarkable dura- 
tion, was broken by a good and most profitable 
shower on Tuesday morning. The great want 
of rain which had been hitherto felt so ex- 
tensively has died out, and great satisfaction 
has been already derived from this appropriate 
rainfall. Everything was suffering from thie 



drought, as, besides a lii^ht shower, which was 
more seen than felt, a week ago, we had had 
no rain whatever within the last three weeks. 
The canes which the planters had hoped to see 
growing with such promising vigor had not 
even sprouted in some places, and their many 
hopes were being despaired of instead of real- 
ized. After a day of cloudiness, Tuesday 
morning the reaction took place, and we had a 
very heavy and steady rainfall, accompanied 
by a stunning thunder storm which shook 
everything. 

Although the shower did not last very long, 
it fully answered the demands of the planters. 
In three hours everything was over, the ele- 
ments were once more quieted and nature ap- 
peared arrayed in her peaceful attire, accom- 
(Janied by the glorious son, and most delightful 
spring weather has since been reigning. The 
spring days are actually grand, vegetation 
being now In almost full bloom. The early 
blossoms are daily making their appearance, 
and nature in her verdant aspect seems to 
smile most gloriously at the return of this re- 
viving season. Outside of the slight damages 
caused by the want i f rain the crops are all 
very fine, although in some places they do not 
fully answer to expectations. Still, there can 
not be much cause for complaint. All are 
actively at work, on some places ploughing 
and others putting down fenilizers. Many of 
the planters who had sowed their com crop 
early have had to sow another seed, as owing 
to the want of moisture sprouting was very 
poor in many places. The rice planters have 
the good luck again this year of having a 
natural fiow of water to revive their crops 
without the help of the very expensive pumps, 
which alone can consume the almost entire 
profit made by their cereal crops, as the river 
is now at a stand providing for their benefit 
and at the same time not at a point to cause 
alarm. 

At the time of the sale of the Hester and 
David plantations, bought by Gramercy Com- 
pany, this company purchased 200 arpents 
of land, constituting a great part of what 
is known as the Grand Point Settlement, 
which has been for years cultivated in tobacco. 
This new acquisition was put into a corn- 
field this year, while next year it will be 
converted into a cane district. Many of these 
Grand Point settlers have purchased small 
tracts of land from the former Belmont plan- 
tation, which is getting to be a nice, well 
populated little town. 

We understand that the Oneida Planting and 
Manufacturing Company will this year put up 
somewhat extenstve repairs in their sugar 
house. This already neat looking plantation 
will by this gain that much more importance. 

Convent. 



Mr. Ernest H. Barton, one of the prominent 
Ascension parish planters, was in New Or- 
leans Wednesday, accompanied by his family, 
and stopped at the Cosmopolitan. 

Mr. M. Billeaud, Jr., one of the rising 
young planters of Louisiana, and one of the 
best posted men in his line of business in the 
State, was in the city during the past week 
and stopped at the Grunewald. 
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KOREIGN LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Berlin, April 2, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The hopes for 
better weather have been this week again 
frustrated. The first days were pretty dry and 
also warmer, but the temperature rose too 
suddenly, and the consequence was the out- 
break of more or less heavy thunder storms, 
which, at this time of the year in this climate, 
are invariably followed by cold and inclement 
weather, which has been the case in the full 
meaning of the word, rain, snow and hail 
storms forming a sample of all disagreeable 
meteorological conditions and the tempera- 
tnre sank as low as freezing point. One 
might say that the winter, being prevented 
from wielding its icy scepter at the proper 
time, is now revenging itself by spoiling the 
spring and by causing all kinds of meteoro- 
logical adversities. On the other hand these 
phenomena of the weather are not altogether 
unusual at the present period, but they are 
this time more unwelcome than in any other 
year, because of the bad weather prevailing 
for a very long time. In other years field 
work is, in a similar case, only interrupted, 
but at present it has practically not begun yet, 
and there is now certainly some backwardness 
which it will be hard to retrieve in proper 
time. In this respect France is also joining 
in the complaints, and desires a speedy return 
of more genial weather. Comparatively favor- 
able has been the weather in Austria. Variable 
weather is reported from Belgium and Hol- 
land, while in Russia the week under review 
has been ag^in very cold. 

The clouds shrouding hitherto the probable 
area planted this year with beets in Europe 
begin to clear up a little. In Grermany the 
society for the sugar industry, section for raw 
sugar factories, have held an inquiry on the 
subject, and the returns obtained are indica- 
tive of a decrease of about 5 to 6 per cent, as 
compared with the preceding year. These are 
of course provisional figures, but they are 
nevertheless reassuring for the market ; so is 
the news from Holland, where likewise a re- 
duction of about 5 per cent, is looked for, and 
in the province of Eastern Bohemia in Austria 
a reduction of 9 per cent, is spoken of; France 
it seems will grow about the same surface as 
last year, whilst Belgium intends to grow about 
10 per cent. less. Only Russia will produce 
this year more beets than in 1897 ; no less than 
twenty new factories being expected to be 
added to those working at present. 

The European sugar bounty conference will, 
according to latest advices, take place in June, 
and as far as now ascertained the following 
countries have declared their intentions to 
participate : Germany, Austria, Great Britain, 
France, Belgium and Holland. I wonder 
whether this time the negotiations with regard 
to the abolition of bounties will be more suc- 
cessful than the eight preceding meetings of 
this kind. To overcome the resistance of 
France it has been proposed to induce her to 
introduce the system of Russia, who nominally 



does not pay any bounty, but whose sugar in- 
dustry is nevertheless most effectually pro- 
tected by the regulation of production and of 
supplying the market. This, however, is pos- 
sible only in a country which consumes the 
greater part of its production, which in 
France, and of her colonies, is not the case, 
the less so, as the French consumption at pres- 
ent is making a very poor showing. 

Reports are to hand from Egypt with regard 
to the results of the last campaign. This lat- 
ter is being ended by the factories of the 
Daira-Sanieh (crown estate of the Khedive). 
The three factories. El Hawandieh, Cheik- 
Faddle and Nag-Hamadi, which are owned 
by a French company, have shut up already 
about three weeks ago, and the refinery El 
Hawandieh, which belongs to the same com- 
pany, has for about forty-five days suspended 
work and dismissed a great part of its officers. 
The cane worked has not yielded tbis time as 
satisfactorily as had been expected. This is 
owing to unfavorable weather in the months of 
December and January, there having been 
hard frosts and ice on the fields, which have 
not been observed in time out of memory. 
The sugar export of Egypt amounted in 1897 
to 72,920 tons, and its value is estimated at 
$3,172,000. As compared with 1896 there has 
been a falling off of the export of about 680 
tons. Egypt sells also molasses to foreign 
countries. In 1897 the quantity sent abroad 
was 6557 tons, which, however, is also less 
than in 1896, when the molasses export from 
that country amounted to about 11,000 tons. 

The general assembly of the great Beet 
Sugar Association of the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy will take place on June 27-28, at 
Vienna. This place has been selected this 
time on account of the festivities which will 
take place this year, in order to celebrate the 
fifty-year jubilee of the Emperor of Austria's 
accession to the throne. 

The statistical situation of the three prin- 
cipal beet countries of Europe — Germany, 
Austria and France, is defined by the follow- 
ing figures : Production from August 1 to Feb- 
ruary, 1898, 3,271,119 tons (1896-97, 3,286,463 
tons) ; importation, 63,973 tons (93,152 tons) ; 
exportation, 1,113,788 tons (993,431 tons); 
consumption. 983,750 tons (831,057 tons) ; final 
stocks, 1,991,826 tons (2,251,162 tons) ; decrease 
of stock in February, 114,338 tons (110,384 
tons). The development In the north under 
review has not been as favorable as in the first 
part of the campaign, exportation and con- 
sumption having fallen off everywliere, and 
in order to keep up the still comparatively 
propitious position a decided improvement in 
both directions is urgently needed. 

The markets opened this week again with a 
very languid tendency. There has nothing 
happened to account for this renewed weaken- 
ing, but the confidence in the article is much 
reduced and there would have been hardly a 
change for the better but for the American 
advices which announced a sensible falling off 
of the Cuban receipts and of a generally 
strengthening tone of the markets in the States, 
together with rising New York quotations. 
The drooping movement of prices was then at 
once stopped and at most places the losses 



sustained have been recovered, which was also 
the case in Magdeburg, where actual 88 per 
cent, rendement closed again at 9.95 to 10.15 
marks, whilst at Hamburg delivery April is 
quoted at 9.125 marks f. o. b. Of refined somei 
descriptions, after a slight price concessioof 
were more eagerly sought for. 

Robert Hennio. 



Trinidad. 



We are told in a private communication 
from Trinidad, and the news is mentioned In 
the local Cfazette, that Mr. James Lament, who 
owns two sugar estates in the island, bas inti<* 
mated his intention of cropping his estates, as 
he considers there is no chance of the West 
Indian sugar planters' position being im- 
proved. The Messrs. Tennant are said to be 
taking a similar view of the position and to l>e 
meditating the adoption of the policy of 
scuttle. As both the parties referred to are 
credited with the possession of wealth, their 
timidity to face the uncertain fnture is sol 
hard to understand; and no one can blame 
them for doing what they think best with theh: 
own. If, however, now that he has decided 
to retire from the sugar industry, the first- 
named proprietor has joined the ranks of those 
who wish to put a stop to Indian immigratioDr 
we think he has placed himself within the 
reach of public criticism. It is now accepted 
as a postulate by all intelligent men, here and 
in Trinidad, that the sugar estates can not be 
maintained without a continuous supply of 
reliable labor, which is to be had only by spe* 
cial immigration. If immigration be stoppedr 
the stoppage of the estates must follow in a 
very short time. It follows, therefore, that 
because the proprietor in question has declined 
to close his estates, he thinks it his duty to do 
what he can to make other proprietors do like- 
wise—which is unreasonable, and hardly the 
sentiment to emanate from a man of generous 
mind. There is no gainsaying it that the 
sugar planters have had a rough time of it 
lately, and it is small wonder that they shonld 
be disgusted with the unjust competition which 
they meet with in their own country's market; 
but the assembling of a conference, at Brus- 
sels, to dispose of the bounty question, with 
the evident determination of the British gov- 
ernment to give the West Indies a helping 
hand, is hardly the signal for the sugar plant- 
ers to ^* chuck up." Perhaps braver counsel 
will yet prevail; and the doomed estates may 
be spared to contribute to the exports of the 
Island for long years to come. — Demerara 4r- 
gosy, [___ 

Mesgrs. B. J. and F. H. Morey, of Patterson- 
ville, were guests of the Commercial during the 
week. 

Mr. Louis LeBourgeois. of St. James parish, 
was a guest of the St. Charles Hotel last 
Wednesday. Mr. LeBourgeois is one of the 
leading citizens of his parish. 

Mr. Irving H. Morse officiated as chemist of 
the Armant place again last season, giving the 
same splei^did satisfaction that he has always 
done, and winning for himself new encomiums 
from his employers and congratulations from 
his friends. 
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Concrete in the Multiple Effect. 

[Discussion of tbeLoolslaDa Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation at their regular montDly meeting, Thurs- 
day, April 18. 1896, Judge Bmile Host, President, 
in the Ohair.l 

The Chairman— The chair will state that 
since the last meeting of our association we 
Mave had the misfortune to lose one of our 
most valued members, who was aiso one of the 
officers. I refer to the Hon. Henry 0. Minor. 
The chair thinks It proper that this association 
should pass resolutions and that a committee 
should be appointed to draw them up. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— You have '* stolen my 
thunder.^' I had proposed that the chair 
should appoint a committee ol three to draft 
suitable resolutions on the death of our la- 
mented member and officer of this association, 
Hon. H. C. Minor. I would move that the 
chair appoint a committee of three to draft 
suitable resolutions. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs — I second the motion. 

The Chainnan— It is moved and seconded 
that the chair appoint a committee of three to 
draft suitable resolutions on the death of our 
late member and second vice president, Hon. 
H. C. Minor. Is there any objection? The 
chair hears none. The chair will appoint on 
that committee Hon. Hy. McCall, Hon. John 
Dymondand Mr. Leonce M. Soniat. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat— Mr. President, I have a 
paper to read this evening, and if you will ap- 
point some one* else in my place on the com- 
mittee I will thank you. 

Hon. John Dymond— I was going to suggest 
the committee might meet after Mjoumment 
and incorporate the resolutions in the proceed- 
ings. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— I would accept that, or, 
if the meeting so desired, the committee 
might retire perhaps and get up the resolu- 
tions in a short while. 

The Chairman— Gentlemen, there is nothing 
now before the association esccept the subject 
which was selected for discussion this evening. 

Hon. John Dymond— As Mr. Minor^s death 
occurred some weeks ago, and has already 
been noticed in the public prints, the commit- 
tee might now be authorized by you to report 
at the next meeting, and we can have the re- 
port incorporated m the minutes at that time. 
The chairman of the committee could make a 
report at that time. If he should be absent, 
the report could he sent down. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— Any way, gentlemen, will 
suit. 

Hon. Jno. Dymond — ^In that way it would 
give the committee more time. 

The Chairman — Well, then, the resolutions 
will be left in the hands of the committee to be 
delivered at the next meeting — the resolutions 
to be presented at the next meeting of the 
association. 

The Chairman — The subject selected for dis- 
cussion this evening is the making of concrete 
in the multiple effects. The chau* is informed 
that papers on this subject have been prepared 
by Mr. Leonce M. Soniat and Mr. S. Morris 
Lillie. The chair will first call for Mr. Soniat's 
paper. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— With your permission, I 
have a resolution I would like to offer. 

The Chairman— That would be new business. 
The chair was not aware you had any new 
business to offer, and will be glad to entertain 
It. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— I would ask the secretary 
to read the resolution. 
Secretary— 

" Besolvtd. That the Secretary of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Planters' Association be and is 
hereby authorized and instructed to communi- 
cate with the Hon. Wilbur F. Wakeman, of 
New York, Secretary of the American Pro- 
tective Tariff League, wilh the view of having 
this association enrolled as a member and de- 
fender of said Tariff League. ^^ 

Hon. Hy. McCall — Mr. Chairman, I need not 
say to the members of this association any- 
thing in explanation of that resolution. Most 



of you are aware of the existence of wnat is 
known as the American Protective Tariff 
League. I do not suppose there is any organ- 
ization in this country that has been more in- 
strumental in bringing about the tariff under 
which we now live, which has produced com- 
parative prosperity in the State of Louisiana; 
and as this protective tariff league is all- 
powerful, and as but few of the sugar planters 
of Louisiana belong to the organization, though 
a number are being gradually enlisted, it 
occurred to me that it would be proper for 
this association, as a body, to enlist them- 
selves as defenders and members of the Amer- 
ican Protective Tariff League. Therefore, I 
would move that this resolution be placed be- 
fore the meeting for action. 

Hon. John Dymond — As a member, Mr. 
Chairman, I believe it requires the payment 
of $100 for membership. This is the distinct- 
ive feature of it, and ics alliance in organiza- 
tion has been an extremely active one in pro- 
moting the protective interests of the country, 
and therefore it would seem to be a move in 
the right direction. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— Usually they do not ap- 
ply to associations of this kind — they usually 
apply to individuals— you ask them to become 
meml)er8; but it occurred to me as only a few 
of the representatives of this association be- 
long to it— I think five or six in the State — 
that it would k>e a graceful thing for this asso- 
ciation to ask to become a member of the 
American Protective Tariff League. You will 
get a little printed notice asking the associa- 
tion to send through its secretary or president 
a request that they desire to become defenders 
and members of the American Protective 
Tariff League, and you will be called upon to 
pay $100 yearly.* In certain off years they 
don't call for any money; but during presi- 
dential elections and congressional elections 
they usually do. 

Hon. John Dymond — I would ask Mr. 
McCall, Mr. President, if it would not be de- 
sirable, in the event of their charter failing, 
or not providing for membership of the kind 
now suggested, that the name of the president 
of the associatioL be offered. 

Hon. Hy, McCall— I am perfectly willing. 

Hon. Jno. Dymond — That may simply be an 
understanding without a motion. 

The Chairman — You will place the honor 
upon the president? 

Hon. John Dymond — In the event the char- 
ter does not provide for the membership of an 
organization. 

The Chairman— You would suggest not only 
the honor but the onus. [Laughter.] 

Hon. Hy. McCall — It was proposed that the 
association should pay. I don't think you will 
have any trouble getting rid of that one hun- 
dred dollars— I will see to it. [Laughter.] 

The Chairman — You have heard the resolu- 
tion offered by Hon. Henry McCall and sec- 
onded by Hon. John Dymond ; what is you/ 
pleasure? 

Resolution adopted uoaniniously. 

The Chairman — The chair understands that 
any answer from the New York secretary 
will be presented to the members at the next 
meeting of the association. If there is no 
other new business, the chair will ask Mr. 
Soniat to read his paper on *^ Concrete in Mul- 
tiple Effects.' 

Mr. Soniat read his paper, which was pub- 
lished in full in our last issue, and it was 
moved by Hon. John Dymond, and duly sec- 
onded and carried, that the thanks of the 
association be tendered Mr. Soniat for his 
paper, and that it be published with the pro- 
ceedings. 

The chair then called upon Mr. E. W. Dem- 
ing to read the paper prepared by Mr. Morris 
LiTiie, at the conclusion of which similar ac- 
tion was taken as above. 

Mr. Kemper— I would ask Mr. Deming to 
explain the operation of the effect. Ir is all 
beautifully illustrated there, and with his ex- 
planation it would make it perfectly clear. 



The Chairman— If you can point out on the 
drawing the difference between this additional 
effect and the other, the association will be- 
glad to hear from vou. 

Mr. Deming here gave a practical illustra-^ 
tion of the working of the apparatus referred 
to in his paper, and pointed out on a large- 
drawing the modus operandi of the three e^cts* 
and concretor. 

The Chairman— I understand from the paper 
you read, Mr. Deming, that in one of the 
analyses mentioned, you gave seventy-six as- 
the polarization, and in the other you gave 
seventy-three. Is that correct? 

Mr. Deming (referring to his paper)— One 
was 77.3 and one 79. They were different 
samples. 

The Chairman— 77 and 79. The chair would; 
state that these- analyses come very near the- 
average polarization of former open kettle 
sugar. 

Mr. Deming— The coefficient purity was 84.2^ 
and 84.4. 1 would like to call attention to a 
little sample of concrete that I have here that 
was made five and a half years ago ; it is St. 
Tammany molasses. The Ik>x in which the 
concrete is placed is pretty old and is rotting 
away from it. 

The Chairman— That is the color? In the 
early part of '92 Dr. Morrill made something 
like that by forcing steam up through a tube. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— That was an evaporator; 
it came through a superheated tower. 

Mr. Deming— At the time this was put up, the 
object was to take this St. Tammany molasses, 
concrete it and nm it out in pasteboard boxesy 
and ship it to the people in the Xorth as- a 
guarantee that it contained no adulteration of 
any kind. It was expected to break these* 
boxes by placing them in a basin of warmi 
water, metting the molasses in such shape thatr 
it would be ready for the table. I got this 
from Mr. Stringfellow; he was interested in 
the process. Three months ago he t ok a box 
merely to try it and it still retained the same 
flavor that the molasses had at the time it was 
put up Ave and a half years ago last December. 

Mr. Leonce M. Soniat— Open kettle mo- 
lasses?* 

Mr. Deming^I presume it is. 

Mr. Churchill — While Mr. Deming was read- 
ing that paper an idea crossed my mind. 
Perhaps a limited quantity of this could be 
(-old to the molasses people in the summer 
time. In summer time good syrup is consid- 
ered more valuable than sugars. They could 
melt it and mix it. They might find a limited 
market that way. Mr. Blouin has an analysis 
of this sample, and if he will be kind enough 
to give it to us I know it will be interesting. 

Mr. Blouin— Yes, sir. Total solids, 89.95; 
sucrose, 77.95 ; glucose, 6.07 ; the other I have 
not got. 

The Chairman — In the papers read this even- 
ing nothing is said about the commercial value 
of concrete as a product of the sugar house ; 
nothing has been said as to whether the refin- 
eries would care to take it, or whether con- 
crete has ever been placed on the market in 
this country. I have a recollection of concrete 
being made in British Honduras with Fryers- 
concretor which was sent to England to be re- 
fined there. I had a relative who was in charge 
of a sugar estate in Honduras; and at that 
time most if not all the concrete that was made 
there was shipped over to England. I have 
never heard of concrete being on the market 
in the United States. I would ask Mr. Dy- 
mond's opinion whether if that were put on 
the market, either by the Dutch standard or by 
our commercial classification where thousands 
and thousands of tons of cane sugar is mar- 
keted, how it would be classed, or where it 
would come in. 

Hon. Jno. Dymond — Mr. President, there is- 
hardly any doubt but that under the existing 
regime this sugar would be so discriminated 
against by the sugar refineries in their pur- 
chase of it that we would lose about all the 
benefits that Mr. Deming's paper refers to — 
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^bat of Incj^ease in the product, which I cal- 
culate is about 40 per cent. It is the custom 
^moDg the suear refineries to give a diminished 
price (or ' eacn point lower in the test. If the 
sugar falls V^low the standard, say. of 96. 
While 97 test would be worth, we will say 1-16 
more than 96 test, 89 test would be more than 
7-16 less than 96 test. In fact the discrimina- 
tion would increase with the diminishing ratio 
hiore than l-l6, it would be about 9-l(X), and 
Ihen, perhaps, an additional one-eighth of a 
cent per pound on account of the color. Now, 
Mr. Lillie. in a conversation indicated that he 
thought the refineries would be willing to do 
better than their present existing schedule plan 
of buying. He thought they would do belter 
with concrete — in buying concrete — than their 
present plan would indicate: but thus far they 
nave not done so owing to there being no such 
material offered to them. But if we take tiiis 
sugar, say, at 78 test — that is, eighteen points 
below 96 test; eighteen points at 9 cents is l^g : 
take off >^ of a cent on color, and you have for 
that sugar \^ less than 96 test. Xow if 96 
test sugar is worth 4 cent^ per pound, that 
would make that sugar worth a^out 2^4. Now 
add 40 per cent, to 2V4 and you yfWl have 90 
cents increase; and so with the increased loss 
you would then only have 3f^(A» cents in place 
of 4 cents which you ge\ by tie other process; 
but you hdv^ ^aved in the matter of cost of 
manufacture, and ' likely one would offset the 
other. So far there would be no particular 
advantage—that 13, so fai^ as the present sugar 
houses are concerned there would be no partic- 
ular advantage; but yoii would have sugar 
houses in the future costing one-half of what 
they now cost. 80 it wotild sieem to me while 
Mr. Li 1 lie's process as suggested here is most 
admirable, yet it does not offer, thus far, any 
particular advantage to those who already have 
sugar houses in operation. If, however, he 
can secure from the su^ar refineries some con- 
cession — if they will cease tc| discriminate 
against this sugar; as the^' do against the low 
grade Manila and Indian sugars — then there 
might, perhaps, be som^ advantage. But bear 
In mind while they "only Hse 1^ in price for 
deliveries above contract test, they go-down 
180 cent in price for each point below contract 
test. The increased amount of impurities ren- 
ders the refining more difl[lcult. as sugars go 
down in test. Therefore, all this cheap Brazil, 
Manila and other low grade sugars they buy 
upon schedule prices would give about such 
results as now indicated. Therefore, it seems 
to me there is not much money in this process 
at the present time. ' 

The Chairman — Would not the presence of 
the total amount of molasses in this sugar dis- 
criminate still more against It by reason of 
the fact that the low 'grade Manila sugars 
^ave been deprived of some of their molasses? 

Hon. John Dymond — These sugars are just 
sufficiently dry'io stay in the palm leaf bags in 
which they are Shipped, and I should think 
that the final test of these sugars, say testing 
about 80 to 82, would correspond with these 
79, would be much the same, both bought on 
the same plan of bnyins:, about on the line 
which I have just now indicated. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— There Is ohe point omit- 
ted. Every sugar house in tlie State can get 
from 85 to 90 per Qent. of the sugar out of the 
total contained in the masse cuite. In this in- 
stance you will get the full 100 per cent. 
' Hon. John Dymond — That is a good point ; 
that with concrete* all the contained sucrose 
would be sold, whereas, with 96 test sugar, 
the sucrose that is still retained in the mo- 
lasses is not sold; 'that has no value because, 
with our process, it is incapable'of separation. 
Now the other point would come in. I indica- 
ted that this would give a result of about 3.15, 
against 4 of the othet. The only additional 
cost would be that of boiling to the grain and 
*centrlfugaling, ^hich two processes are not 
very expensive; and therefore I would say 
that the saving of the sugar in the molasses, it 
having been sold in the concrete, would not 



cover the loss of the difference in the price, 
and therefore considering the point raised by 
Mr. Kemper, and now again by Dr. Stubbs, 
referring to the statement that we would then 
sell all the sugar, and not lose a part of It now 
as we do in the molasses, still I don^t think we 
would realize any gain with the present plan 
of buying adopted by the refineries. Mr. East- 
wick is here, is to the manner born, knows all 
about it, and f would ask if he will not favor 
us with some information on the subject. 

The Chairman— I want to get the commer- 
cial side discussed first, and then we will take 
up the technical part of it; I want to get Mr. 
McCalTs views and I will th^^n call on Mr. 
Eastwick. 

Mr. McCall— I don't know that I have any- 
thing more to say than what Mr. Dymond has 
said. I think it is a question of what we can 
get for that kind of sugar. 

The Chairman — You will notice the figures 
given by Mr. Lillie. 

Hon. John Dymond — Of twenty-five years 
ago. 

Hon. Henry McCall — There is no doubt that 
concrete sugar is no new thin^, as the president 
stated himself. He refers, 1 suppose, to Mr. 
McCutt^heon — his days down in British Hon- 
duras. My cousin, Mr. Richard McCall, was 
also there. Fryer's concretor is not a new 
thing; but even these British colonies gave it 
up as unprofitable. . 

The Chairman — Have given it up since? 

Hon. Henry McCall — Yes, sir, have given it 
up since. 

Mr. Leonce M. Sonlat- It was made ucder 
a different process. 

Hon. Henry McCall — It was made under a 
different process, but then even they ex- 
perienced difficulty in selling this sugar, even in 
Great Britain. Just exactly how they buy 
sugar there, I do not know; but I am pretty 
well satisfied that unless the refineries adopted 
some different method of buying sugar, and I 
don't see why they should, because as I under- 
stand it, their object is to buy as high 
frade sugar as possible; they would rather 
uy 98 test sugars than 96, it gives them 
loss trouble; it does not dirty their bone- 
black, and renders refining cheaper in 
every way. I should say that the re- 
fineries would prefer Louisiana planters to 
make the highest grades of yellow sugar. They 
would discourage our making such low grade 
sugars as that unless they thought they could 
get it at a very low price. 

The Chairman— Have you ever heard of this 
as an article of commerce in the United States? 

Hon. Hy. McCall— No, sir; I have not. It is 
not a new proposition. It is one I have often 
thought about a great deal, but I have never 
seen any market for it — even now. We can 
make with our centrifugals and vacuum pans, 
we can make a very low grade of sugar by 
simply drying it, put it in some sort of a pack- 
age, ship it. Even then we have not thought 
that that would pay — even to bring it down 'as 
low, we will say, as ninety; but it strikes me if 
we get sugars down to that point, and of course 
it would 1^ very difficult to regulate that, you 
would get a poor juice ; and you may get your 
sucrose down to 72 or 73. I feel satisfied Mr. 
Deming did give one test at 73. I listened very 
carefully to that test. If we go as low as that, 
why that would make the difficulties of the 
situation still greater. I must say that I don't see 
from a commercial standpoint I don't see any- 
thing to be gained ; though of course that pro- 
cess is very alluring, very l)eautiful, you know, 
to speak of manufacturing all of your sugar 
right there at that concretor — let your stuff run 
into barrels, tanks or any kind of cars, or any- 
thing, and just shove out into oars. Of course, 
it can be a tremendous saving. Even then I 
don't think the extra cost of manufacturing the 
sugar would pav, especially as a majority of 
the planters have their plants established in 
Louisiana, and it would not pay to throw them 
out. They can make the sugar reasonably 
cheap after it passes that state. Unless you 



can find a mjirket for sugar, it certainly would 
not pay. I don't see at the present time any 
market for it. I don't believe the refineries 
would encourage the manufacture of such 
sugar. 

Mr. Leonce M. Soniat — I notice that no one 
has taken into consideration another view of 
making concrete, which I suggested in my 
paper; that is, that sugar houses which are 
not fixed as refineries could make concrete and 
sell it, not only to the Trust in New Orleans 
but to the large refineries of the country. 
What is the reason Mr. McCall could not buy 
concrete and work it into good sugar, any of 
us who have refineries, and then we could, by 
working after grinding, work that stuff up, 
and instead of paying for freights on a ton of 
cane, we would be paying freight on perhaps 
150 pounds of concrete, or 200 pounds, as the 
case might be. It strikes me that there would 
be pleniy of demand for that concirete after the 
planters found it was possible to work their 
refineries after the grinding is over. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbe— Mr. Dymond has given 
us figures that I have been very anxious to 

fet. I would like to submit them and ask if 
have made an error. He says we will get 
from 3.15 for concrete, and 4 cents per pound 
for 96 centrifugal. Now, comparing the work 
of greater handling, the work of handling iii 
a Louisiana sugar house — 

Mr. Dymond— The 3.15 is for 140 pounds 
concrete and 4 for 100 pounds 96 test. 

The Chairman — The 90 cents is to be added 
to the 2.25. 

Dr. Stubbs — That is for each pound of con- 
crete; but I do not understand; you mean 
that is 3.15 for sugar in the concrete? 

Hon. John Dymond— For 140 pounds of 
concrete. 

Dr. Stubbs— I thought it was 3.15 for 100 
pounds. 

Hon. Hy. McCall— One hundred pounds 
would be 2.25. 

Hon. John Dymond— That is the existing 
plan. 

Mr. E. P. Eastwick, Jr.— Mr. President, I 
agree with Mr. McCall in a great deal he said, 
but I think there is an error here in w hat Mr. 
Dymond said, and some of the other gentlemen, 
in regard to the value of sugar. While it is at 
present the custom to pay. so much for a 96 
testing sugar, for instance, when it Ib first 
sugar, and so much for an 89 testing sugar 
when it is second; and on the basis of this 
process take off 1-16 or 1-32 according to grade 
of tests, this is simply a practical way of 
doing it. The true value of sugar depends 
upon how much sucrose you can get out of it. 
Now, the sucrose you can get out of sugar does 
not vary with the amount of sucrose whieh is 
in the raw sugar; it depends entirely on the 
amount of insoluble impurities, or rather the 
soluble impurities. The insoluble impurities 
have the same effect in proportion to their 
weight. If you have then a 96 testing sugar 
with 2 per cent, impurities, soluble impurities, 
you are only able to get 94 per cent, granu- 
lated sugar; the other 2 per cent, sucrose oom- 
bines with the soluble impurities and forms 
molasses; that is, pound for pound the impur- 
ities prevent crystallization. The refiner, 
when he boils the sugar, takes 100 pounds of 
raw sugar, multiplies by the price and test of 
the sugar. He calculates how much granu- 
lated he can get out of that; multiplies by its 
price and ados to that the product of the price 
of the molasses and the amount of molasses he 
will get out of it ; then he adds the expense of 
refinmg, and that entire expense, that entire 
sum is subtracted from the proceeds. The dif- 
ference is the profit. Now, if you make that 
calculation you will find that as the sugar goes 
down its value decreases very rapidly, and 
when you come to sugar of such a coefflolent 
as (his grade — 84— it is comparatively of little 
value to the refiner. The refineries in this 
country — most of them — are not prepared for 
the working of this sugar — very few of them. 
There are only two ways of doing it, One it 
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by an immense amount of bone-black, and 
the other is by first takinir this low raw sugar 
and producing from it a partially refined sugar 
which is in a condition to go over the bone- 
black, and by the improvement may be made 
into granulated sugar. You can not take in a pan 
iyrup under a certain purity and make granu- 
lated. It*8 a mistake, for you can not take 
cane juice, put it through the clarifiers and boil 
it into granulated sugar. Ir can not be done. 
It has been tried over and over again. 

With concrete like this, the first thing to l>e 
done would be to partially refine— it would 
have to be brought up to a coefficient purity 
high enough to be passed over the bone-black, 
imd boiled into granulated sugar. The cost to 
do that in a refinery, bringing it from the 
puritv of this concrete of S, say, up to 96, 
would be very much more in a refinery than it 
would be in a sugar house. I differ from Mr. 
Lillie entirely because I have had experience 
in both places. Now, in a refinery that sugar 
would have to be melted, rebolled and washed 
in the centrifugals at the expense of fuel, 
which is coal. In order to bring that test up 
higher, to say 96, you would take your juice, 
which is already in soluble form, boil it, the 

grain passing through the centrifugals at very 
ttle expense, because the amount of bagasse 
la more than is necessary to simply concentrate 
that juice. If you simply concentrate your 
Juice in a sugar house you would then have a 
certain amount of bagasse over. Therefore, 
§0 far as the fuel is concerned, it would be 
cheaper to partially refine on a plantation 
than in a refinery. If it is cheaper to do this 
on a plantation than in a refinery, it is only 
natural to suppose that the planter is going to 
make more money, more profit, by making a 
higher grade of sugar than a lower grade, 
because the retiner would not pay a propor- 
tionate price. That is purely from a practical 
Standpoint. So far as the method of manu- 
facture is concerned, the use of the Lillie effect 
is fully up to every requirement that can be 
asked for, because it is known to be the most 
economical method of operation. 

The Chairman -Then you agree with the 
statement made by Mr. Deming, that the addi- 
tional work required for this sugar would be 
easy with the refinery. 

Mr. Eastwick— 1 do not agree with him at 
all. It would not pay. The refiner wants to 
do all he can; he don^t want the planter to do 
any refining. The refiners propose to make 
the planters pay for that refining— that partial 
refining. It costs him more to do it than the 
planter. I gather this simply from personal 
observation. You know that was tried in the 
form of these Manila sugars a few years ago — 
ten or fifteen years ago. They have to be taken 
into the refinery, broken up and melted; but in 
those days the standard of granulated was 
nothing like what it is today. What was called 
'* standard granulated ^^ ten years would be 
classed *' on granulated " to-day. You can 
not add on the same low test solution in boil- 
ing the granulated sugar to-day that you could 
have even three or four years ago. 

Hon. John Dymond— Was the test of mela- 
dos as low as these concretes? 

Mr. E. P. Eastwick— Yes, I think so; all 
these refineries used to have these melado cut- 
ters; these knives, simply to get it into condi- 
tion to put into higher test. 

Hon. John Dymond— That is true; I never 
thought of that; but twenty years ago thou- 
sands of tons of melado, which was simply 
our masse cuite— molasses boiled in the 
Vacuum pan to a sharp crystal, the whole 
thing put right into hogsheads were imported. 
I remember that it was remarked very freely 
at the time that these melado sugars were im- 
ported fraudulently. The molasses was drained 
out, the duty on the melado being lower than 
on sugar. Why they would bring into the 
country practically what was sugar, and yet 
only pay the melado duty. 

If that has passed out of use entirely, or 
largely, it would simply indicate that the con- 



crete idea has failed. I wonder I did not think 
of it before; but melado was one of the large 
manufactures in Cuba in 1875. 

The Chairman — It was practically a con- 
crete? 

Hon. John Dymond— It was masse cuite. but 
it did not concrete. It was the same stuff but 
the grains were individualized. I have seen 
bogsneads opened and the whole mass was 
crystallized to a clean sugar, but little molasses 
running out. Masse cuite — just like masse 
cuite running out in our sugar houses, but all 
boiled to a sharp grain. 

Mr. E. P. Eastwick— Most of it went to New 
York; it seldom came here. Very few houses 
work low sugars; they are not prepared for 
it; have no bone-black. The way houses are 
equipped now it would be expensive to work 
low grades of sugar. There is another point, 
Mr. President, that is lost sight of in making 
low sugars, and that is the matter of freight. 
If you are going to send in to a refinery 76 
testing sugar, or 73 testing sugar, you liave 
there 27 pans which are water and impurities, 
all of which you are paying freight on. Now 
the refiner, when he buys that sugar, does not 
take that into consideration that it costs you 
25 per cent, more to send it in, because you 
pay on impurities, than if you sent it in pure. 
If you take that in consideration you will find 
it makes a large difference. You see what I 
mean by that? 

Tbe Chairman— In other words, the higher 
your grade the cheaper your transportation 
becomes. 

Mr. E. P. Eastwick — Because you pay on 
sugar; you don't pay on dirt. Another thing, 
the molasses has not the value in a refinery 
that it has on a plantation. While on a plan- 
tation the molasses produced will always bring 
a certain price, enough probably to pay for 
the package, in a refinery it is not always so — 
sometimes it does not even pay for the package. 
I have known times when it has been one of the 
hardest problems what to do with molasses. 
I know I have tried time and again to bum it. 
If we were allowed to throw it into the river 
it would probably be the cheapest way to get 
rid of it. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— In calculating upon Mr. 
Dymond's figures as to the value of concrete 
there is a loss. An absolute loss without giving 
any value to molasses on the plantation on 
that lest. 

The Chairman— I was in hopes after the 
discussion had been closed that Professor 
Stubbs would have wound up by informing all 
the planters how to raise the percentage— the 
increase of production of concrete so as to get 
up to someting like 200 or 250 pounds of sugar 
to the ton. Then we may have seen perhaps 
a small margin of profit; but the figures shown 
so far represent only an i increase of 40 per 
cent, in making concrete — 140 pound of con- 
crete against 100 pounds of sugar; and there 
has been nothing showing any larger increase 
or larger percentage of increase than these 
figures. 

T)r. W. C. Stubbs— I think even that too 
much. 

The Chair — ^You think even 40 per cent, too 
much? 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— That is larger than I 
make it here. 

The Chairman — ^You think there would be 
an actual loss at 40 per cent.? 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— Yes, sir. 

Hon. John Dymond — Mr. Eastwick gave the 
reason. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— But I can not help think- 
ing that when we get to making concrete that 
there will be factories that will give more than 
2>^ cents per pound for a concrete that will 
contain 78 per cent, of sugar when 96 firsts are 
worth 4 cents. 

I would ask Mr. Eastwick what sugar polar- 
izing 80 would be worth? 

Mr. E. P. Eastwick— I can not tell you, pro- 
fessor, because I really have not followed the 
price of sugar lately. The price of the open 



kettle sugar is generally more than a corre- 
sponding second sugar, and that is due to the 
amount of impurities contained in the other. 
The open kettle contains more water, but less 
impurities which affect crystallization. There- 
fore, you can not get the same results as from 
open kettle sugar of the same test— I don't 
mean coefficient purity; I mean test. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— What would a second 
sugar polarizing 80 to-day be worth compared 
with a 96? 

Mr. E. P. Eastwick— I can not tell you with- 
out making a calculation. 

Hon. John Dymond — About 1% less than 96. 

Mr. L. M. Soniat— When the concrete was 
made in my house I sent a sample of it to the 
Sugar Exchange. It was examined there, and 
Mr. Witherspoon was asked how much he 
would pay for that, and he said the price would 
be about 1^ to 2 cents. But it was not worth 
as much then as it is now. 

Dr. W. C. Stubbs— I regard this as a com- 
mercial question. 

There being no further discussion the meet- 
ing adjourned, leaving the selection of a subject 
for the May meeting with the chair. 



Are Consultins^ Engineers a Neces- 
sity or a Luxury? 

This age is certainly one of specialties in all 
branches of industrial, intellectual and profes- 
sional development, and this specializing is 
carried even to extremes in some cases, notably 
in certain manufacturing establishments; yet 
we can not condemn this practice, Inasmuch as 
it reduces cost, and in certain cases has devel- 
oped certain improvements which would have 
probably been greatly retarded but for the 
aloJT^said specializing influence. 

In the practice of sugar planters this special- 
izing has been confined, as a general rule, to 
the employment of sugar makers, and, only in 
recent years, of chemists; such important 
work as the design of their extensive plants, 
where small economies might bring about very 
wonderful results, being left almost entirely to 
The duties of a consultant are only completed 
after he has determined by test or otherwise 
wliether his client has received in full what he 
had contracted for, and his duties further ob- 
ligate him to ascertain if the property, mate- 
rial, etc., so acquired is unencumbered through 
liens or privileges against the contractor. 

The duties of the consultant as enumerated 
above certainly are important, onerous and 
honorable, and undoubtedly should not be en- 
trusted to any one who has not the entire con- 
fidence of those who employ him; those duties 
further require the employment of well-trained 
men to fulfil them satisfactorily to all con- 
cerned. The question as to the extent of 
those duties brings to us the natural question, 
what should be the extent of the powers of a 
consulting engineer? as well as what should 
be the position of his employers toward him? 

The answer to these questions is dependent 
upon a great many circumstances and condi- 
tions that are of a personal nature, and there- 
fore can not be a direct one. The amount of 
power to be left in the hands of an employee 
is always dependent upon the relative amount 
of confidence existing between employer and 
employee, and in this case no radical change 
is to be expected ; yet there is a difference, 
inasmuch as l)eing an adviser, a judge, a rep- 
resenlative of the employer, the consulting en- 
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gineer's position is more nearly tbat of a part- 
ner in business. If his advice and plans are 
accepted in toto his reputation is at stake ; he 
is responsible for the result, and thus bis en- 
tire capital is at stake. Some individuals con- 
cur in the advice of their consultant in every 
particular; others adopt their main sugges- 
tions, making changes to suit themselves in 
the details. These changes are often the 
cause of very serious results, which mean 
losses in efficiency, increase in outlay and con- 
sequent bad feeling. It is possibly best to 
abide by the engineer's decision in all points 
save the very minute ones, or those 
which can not affect the results one way 
or the other. The results are the con- 
crete exponents of the ability of a specialist; 
they are the cause, the making of his reputa- 
tion, and thus it is but natural to believe that 
to do the best will be his aim, specially so if 
the responsibility of the proposed course rests 
largely upon him. His powers of inspection 
should also be supreme, but those of rejection 
of material and workmanship might not be 
vested finally in him, for as a representative of 
the purchaser, as well as one of the parties in- 
terested in results his position would in some 
cases be awkward and inconsistent. However, 
it will be found in practice that there are very 
few oases where the engineer's judgment can 
not be accepted as the court of last resort, and 
in such cases a decision, a compromise, is 
more easily gotten, for the simple reason that 
every detail of the transaction has been care- 
fully guarded and examined by one fully able 
to examine It. 

The ability to examine brings us to the point 
where we can speak advisedly of the qualifica- 
tions necessary in a consultant. The fact that 
one requires the services of a consulting engi- 
neer is only due to the lack of special knowl- 
edge ; therefore, ability in that special branch 
is one of the undoubted requirements; an abil- 
ity which should extend not only to that of a 
quick recognition of conditions of good design 
and thorough execution in order to obtain cer- 
ain results under the above conditions, but 
should include also a thorough knowledge of 
the business methods generally in use among 
the contractors who are in the particular line 
of work. 

His knowledge should be theoretical as well 
as practiciil, and he should be well acquainted 
among manufacturers so that he might make 
specifications that will not place his client to 
unnecessary expense in the manufacture of 
special machinery or of machinery which does 
not accord absolutely with the general designs 
of the established standard. However, this 
acquaintance does not and should not involve 
such relations as would tend to bias his judg- 
ment; he should be untrammeled in the exer- 
cise of his judgment by all considerations, and 
especially the one of being in the employ of 
any manufacturing concern or one of its li- 
censees. 

Thus, ability is not the only requisite ; if a 
power of attorney i3 given, the person who 
gives it is particularly careful to give it to one 
who is reliable and trustworthy ; in the same 
manner, the consulting engineer roust be re- 
liable and t rustworthy. His honesty must l>e 



above reproach and he should be conscientious 
to a superlative degree ; personally and profes- 
sionally he must enjoy such a reputation that 
his motives shall never be questioned. 

In addition, if he should possess a pleasing 
manner, considerable tact and common sense 
by which he shall be able to so advise and 
direct, that his judgment shall prevail without 
raising i^ the heart of the one whose opinion is 
discarcl^d any feeling of resentment, he will in- 
crease his value and opportunities as a con- 
sultant. 

The several statements made above answer 
quite completely the question of necessity in 
the employment of a consulting engineer, but 
as experience is, after all, the best teacher it 
might be well to note one of many experiences 
demonstrating the usefulness of their advice, 
especially when it is remembered that the ex- 
perience is one of recent origin. 

The writer was called upon to examine and 
make a report on the installation of an electric 
light plant in a certain refinery in the State. 
No engineer had been employed and the cost 
was fair as compared to the size of the plant, 
being a little less than $3000. Upon examina- 
tion it was found to be a very poor affair ; in fact, 
when compared to another where an engineer 
had been employed, one of precisely the same 
capacity and of very small additional cost, it 
was apparent, not only to the expert, but to 
the owners of the first plant, that they had 
lost $450 to $600 in the character of the ma- 
terial and workmanship of this plant by not 
availing themselves, at the outset, of the ser- 
vices of an expert in that particular branch of 
engineering. 

This little experience seems strange when it 
is stated that in both cases the same contractor 
was employed, and further shows the restrain- 
ing infiuences which an engineer can have 
upon the contractors and their methods of 
working. 

There is still one other reason which should 
be urged in favor of the employment of a con- 
sultant in engineering work of any kind and 
that is urged out of fairness to the bidders and 
contractors. When tenders are asked upon a 
definite statement made by the engineer, ex- 
plaining the conditions and results expected 
as well as the manner in which those results 
are to be obtained, then every man offering to 
do the work for a stipulated price is placed on 
the same footing. It is a fair and equitable 
method and one by which the purchaser can 
by a simple comparison and without going into 
the merits of the machines or the ability of the 
contractor determine the lowest-priced man 
for the same class and character of work. 

It is possible that the main question has not 
been answered affirmatively in a very positive 
manner, but a careful reading of the reasons 
pro and con will undoubtedly prove to the 
owner the absolute use and necessity for such 
a profession in a number of cases, and further 
shows that in all cases there is a great proba- 
bility ranging close on to a certainty that the 
employment of the right man would be accom- 
panied bv the ultimate saving of money in 
time, trouble and oftentimes workmanship. 
H. J. Maloch£e. 



The Actual Position of the Cane 
Sugfar Industry in Java. 

By H. C. Prinsbn Gbbrlios. 

According to Dickhoff*s calculations in the 
Archie/ voor de Java Suikerindustrie, 1897-96, 
the total area under cane in Java amounted to 
92,748 bouw, or 162,174 acres in 1896, yielding 
a quantity of 8,282,851 pikuls, or 503,516 long 
tons of first sugar and 740,368 pikuls, or 44,917 
tons of sack sugar, which,* if we reckon two 
parts of sack sugar equal to one part of first 
sugar, gives the equivalent of a total produc- 
tion of sugar for 1896 of 8,652,582 pikuls, or 
525,974 tons, or 98.5 pikuls of sugar per bouw 
(8 tons 4 cwt. 97 lb. per acre) . For the year 1897 
we find 97,074 bouw, or 170,480 acres under 
cane, calculated to yield a crop of 9,483,634 
pikuls, or 576,496 long tons, equal to 96.6 
pikuls per bouw (3 tons 7 cwt. 83 lb. per acre). 

In the year 1895 an average of 992 pikuls of 
cane were harvested per bouw, equal to 34 tons 
10 cwt. of cane per acre, against 884 pikuls of 
cane per bouw, or 82 tons 11 cwt. per acre in 
1896, causing in that latter year the crop to be 
less than its predecessor. This was, however, 
partially counterbalanced by a better output of 
sugar from the canes, which was 9.79 parts of 
sugar from 100 parts of cane in 1895, against 
10.55 in 1896. Owhig to this the yield of sugar 
did not show such great differences as that of 
the cane, being 97 pikuls in 1895 to 93.5 in 1896. 
According to the same statistics of Dickhofi, 
525,974 tons of the 1896 crop were furnished 
by the 188 factories^ yielding an average pro- 
duction of 2800 tons per factory; in the year 
before, a quantity of 576,190 tons was made in 
195 factories, or almost 3000 tons per factory. 
The largest production was made in 1896, at 
the Tjomal estate, viz., 103,500 pikuls, or 6426 
long tons, and the smallest at the Krebet 
estate, of 1000 pikuls (60 tons). Seventy- three 
estates made crops of over 50,000 piknls (about 
3000 tons), 23 only made under 25,000 piknls, 
causing the half of the whole number to remain 
between 25,000 and 50,000 pikuls. 

The highest figure for sugar obtained at an 
estate in Java during the whole crop is of 154.4 
pikuls per bouw, or slightly under 5.6 tons per 
acre, on an estate having some 1000 acres under 
cane; the highest figure reported about the 
crop of cane from one single field is 2300 pikuls 
per bouw, or 86 tons per acre. The maxi- 
mum output of sugar from cane during a 
p3riod covering a whole grinding time has 
been made in the Poerwodadl factory, with a 
mill plant, amounting to 13.99 parts of sugar 
from 100 parts of cane, in 1894; the largest 
figure got in a factory provided with the diffu- 
sion system was 13.50 per cent. The average 
saccharine content of the cane is about 14 per 
cent., 18 per cent, being the maximum figure. 

The cost of production varies very much at 
the various estates and differs from 3.79 francs to 
9 francs per pikul (£5 3s. to £12 6s. 6d. per long 
ton). After the figures of Mr. N. P. van den 
Berg, director of the Java Bank, the prime 



*Sack sugar is called the concrete last molasses, 
which are boiled very close and packed In bags of 
palm leaves. These are stored on large heaps and 
occasionally turned over so as to allow the molas- 
ses to drain off and to keep the sticky mass of sugar 
crystals and molasses within, which is sold as sack 
sugar for brewing purposes and for food. 
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cost of one plkal of sugar was in 1885, 8.06 
francs; in 1886, 7.78 francs; in 1887, 6.63 
francs; and in 1888, 6.80 francs, exclusive of 
rent for capital or debt. It now amounts to 
the same fl^cure of 6.80 francs (£8 128. 8d. per 
ton) delivered at the purchasers' stores and in- 
clusive of rent of debt, with a fair allowance 
for wear and tear and new machinery. 
These figures may be specified as follows : 

Per pikul 

of sugar. Per ton. 

Cost of canes f2.25 £8 18 

Salaries 1.00 17 5 

Transport of canes 40 10 11 

Cost of manufacturing 90 14 8 

Wear and tear and new ma- 

chineiy 1.00 17 6 

Rent and commission 50 18 9 

Transport of sugar 25 6 11 



Totol. . 



..f6.30 



£8 12 9 



The greatest difference in cost price of sugar 
between the various factories is found in the 
item ^*- cost of canes,'' which in one case often 
is much less than in another— all other ex- 
penses being in well-conducted factories fairly 
the same. Cultivation and manufacturing, 
which in Java are botlii in the same hands, have 
reached a high standard of development, and 
can stand the comparison with any other sugar- 
growing country. On the other hand, Java 
sugar does not enjoy any protection from the 
mother country, nor from any other State, as 
is the case with sugars of many competing 
countries. The export duty of 0.15 francs per 
100 kilogrammes, which the Java Government 
laid on the sugar, has only lately been abol- 
ished. No sugar is imported, and the con- 
sumption of refined or grocery sugar is very 
trifling, amounting, according to ^^ Kobus Jaar- 
boek voor Suikerfabrikanten," 1896, 122 only 
to 29,407 tons a year for the whole archipel- 
ago, numbering about 30,000,000 inhabitants. 
This is due to the fact that the native popula- 
tion makes sugar on a large scale from the sap 
of the sugar and cocoa palms, and prefers 
these sugars along with the home-made con- 
crete from cane juice to the best and whitest 
crystals. 

The exports over the last years are divided 
as follows in long tons : 

1893-94. 1894-95. 1895-96. 1896-97. 

Europe 105,557 131,586 806,778 293,515 

Australasia.. 46,974 32,684 15,007 18,408 

ChUia 147,216 148,490 141,383 100,338 

United States 

of Americal69,921 135,660 116,735 61,177 
Other coun- 
tries 26,959 37,631 23,356 25,996 



Total 496,627 486,051 603,259 498,434 

The molasses remaining after the extraction 
of the sugar are generally exhausted to such a 
degree that they can not be used any more and 
are thrown away ; only a small percentage of 
them is used for making arrack, a kind of rum. 



Another Large Irrigation Plant. 

Before many years have passed into history, 
this parish will be known as the irrigation 
centre of rice culture in Southwest Louisiana. 
Scarcely a day passes but the news of the in- 
auguration of some mammoth plant for the 



irrigation of rice is made known. The latest 
is an incorporation with a capital of $100,000 
fully paid in, organized for the purpose of 
irrigating and farming some 4000 acres of land 
recently purchased by the company, and lying 
on Bayou Chene, south of Welsh. Mr. C. A. 
McCoy, of Lake Charles, is the prime mover 
in the enterprise. The other incorporators are 
P. B. Haber, of Fond du Lac, Wis., J. P. 
Haber, D. C. Richie and 6. H. Cook, of 
Acadia parish, and.J. Rosholt, of Trail county, 
North Dakota. The domicile of the new com- 
pany will be at Jennings. The oflScers of the 
new company selected at the tirst annual meet- 
ing the other day are P. B. Haber, president; 
C. A. McCoy, vice president; J. P. Haber, 
secretary and treasurer. 

The Providence lands of the southwestern 
part of this State are fast becoming converted 
into the most productive and profitable agri- 
cultural lands of the United States. Other 
irrigating plants will probably be erected in 
the near future, and the big canals on Lake 
Arthur are getting in shape to water many 
thousands of acres this coming setison,— West- 
lake Herald, April 7. 



Trade Notes. 

Haubtman & Loeb.— These gentlemen ad- 
vise us that business with them is brisk and 
the outlook excellent. Among the numerous 
contracts they have recently secured was one 
for a nine-foot double effect from Milliken & 
Farwell, and one . for an eight-foot double 
effect from Milliken & Butledge. 

Tiie Stirling Water Tube Boiler.— Else- 
where in this issue will be found the adver- 
tisement of this well-known steam generator, 
which is fast l>ecoming so popular among the 
sugar producers. Nothing, succeeds like suc- 
cess, and success, that is, enduring success, is 
scarcely ever based upon anything but merit. 
In this connection It Is Interesting to note that 
we are in receipt of a letter from the Stirling 
Company, In which they advise us that their 
business has increased to such an extent as to 
call for the erection of additional buildings 
and the Installation of additional machinery. 
An extension of 240 feet, about as long as one 
of our city blocks. Is now being added to tbelr 
boiler shop, and It will be equipped with 
traveling cranes, new and most modern hy- 
draulic riveters, radial drills, and so forth. 
When these shops are completed, they say 
they will have the largest establishment in the 
United States devoted solely to the manufact- 
ure of water tube boilers. This Is success of 
a solid sort, and It would certainly appear to 
be due to the excellence of their apparatus, as 
many of the new orders they constantly re- 
ceive are from those who have already had 
their boilers in operation, and have given 
them thorough and most rigid tests under all 
conditions. 

The Stirllns: boiler is bandied locally, as 
most of our readers know, by the C. S. 
Burt Company, Limited. These gentlemen 
can not be excelled as courteous, well posted, 
and expert machinery men, and we are confi- 
dent that part of the great success the Stirling 



boiler has met with in Louisiana is due largely 
to the excellent way in which the local agency 
has been handled, for even a good thing has 
to be well Introduced. 



Tlie Political Science Quarterly. 

This extremely valuable quarterly, edited 
by the faculty of political science of Columbia 
University, and published by Messrs. Glnn & 
Co., of Boston and New York, In Its No. 1 of 
volume 13, recently received, offers a table of 
contents that will be of great interest to the 
student of political sciences as well as to every 
one Interested In all modern historical re- 
search and economical investigation. The 
March Issue In Its contents Includes the follow- 
ing valuable papers : 

The Referendum In California^ by S. E, 
Moffett; the Consular Service, 1776-1792, by 
Prof. E. R. Johnson; the American Revolu- 
tion, by Prof. H. L. Osgood; Gold Mono- 
metallism In Japan, by J. Soyeda; Capitalism 
on Trial In Russia, by N. I. Stone ; Discount 
Rates In the United States, by R. M. Brecken- 
ridge; Meitzen^s Siedelung und Agrarwesen^ 
by Prof. W. J. Ansley. Reviews: Pearson's 
The Chances of Death; Von Mary's Statistik 
und Gesellschaftslehre, U; Ratzenhofer^s 
Wesen und Zweck der Polltlk; Levasseur's 
L'Enslgnement Primaire; Bucher's Arbeit 
und Rbytmus; Schanz^ Kene Beltrage zur 
Arbeltslosen-Yerslcberung ; Spelr's Street 
Railway System of Philadelphia; Hopkins^ 
Street Railway Problem In Cleveland ; Howe's 
Cleveland In Relation to the Street Railway 
Question; Report of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of Illinois on Franchises and Taxa- 
tion, etc. 

Subscriptions should be forwarded to 
Messrs. Ginn & Co., 70 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, or 9 Tremont Place, Boston, $3 per 
annum. 



Japan Rlce» 

J. J. Thomas showed us, on Thursday after- 
noon, the through bills of lading on 300 sacks 
of Japan seed rice the freight upon which was 
only 90 cents per 100 pounds from Kobe, Japan, 
by vessel to San Francisco, thence by rail over 
the Southern Pacific Railroad to Crowley. 
This Is the lowest freight rate that was ever 
given from Japan to Crowley. 

Mr. Thomas will plant 160 sacks of this seed 
rice on his farm. The balance Is already 
spoken for. Farmers can be assured that this 
rice Is genuine Imported seed l>ecau8e as soon 
as It was unloaded from the vessel that brought 
It from Kobe, Japan, and placed on a car, a 
custom-house official placed a government 
lock and seal on the car so that it could not 
be opened until reaching Its destination in 
Crowley by the railroad agent. — Crowley 
Signal, 

Should the United States Produce Its 
Sugar? 

Efforts are being made In the United States 
to extend the growth of sugar-producing 
plants by ascertaining— through scientifically 
conducted research at State experiment sta- 
tions and by private enterprise, under the di- 
rection of the Federal and State governments 
—where such plants will flourish the best, to 
the end that we may as a na^Jon become Jnde- 
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pendent of other countries In this regard * * * 
and distribute among our own people the im- 
mense sum of money that is now sent abroad 
to pay for sweetening materials. * * * This 
subject should be discussed from the stand- 
point of the farmer rather than from that of 
the political economist. The faruiers of our 
country' produce from the soil grains, cotton, 
tobacco, vegetables, fruits, horses^ cattle, hogs, 
sheep, various animal products and ihe \\ke\ 
and if we add to our farm gy:«tein any crop 
that yields an article of coiniiioa Ui^e. is not 
exhaustive of plant food, and whose by-prod- 
uct is valuable 'in malving meat and dairy 
products, it will find favor with producers. 
There are very few crops, or manufacturers of 
them, of which this can be said «?o emphatic- 
ally as it can be said of sugar beets. The 
grains are well-known soil robbers. They 
carry from the soil, nitrogen, potash, phos- 
phoric acid, lime, magnesia, and other ele- 
ments of plant food. Tobacco is particularly 
severe in this regard, because none of its by- 
products are fit for animal food, and what is 
sold from the farm carries away so much min- 
eral plant food that most soils are soon ex- 
hausted and can only be restored by com- 
mercial fertilizers, the purchase of which is 
out of the question in many parts of the United 
States. Meats take away comparatively little 
plant food from the soil, compared with the 
money value. 

The cotton plant is not exhaustive if the 
stalks are ploughed under and the seed is re- 
turned to the soil, either directly or through 
the instrumentality of domestic animals. The 
oil of the cotton seed may be sold without 
taidng any plant food from the farm, as it 
comes from the atmosphere through the leaves 
of the plant. Butter is also harmless in this 
respect, and does not impoverish the land on 
which the cow grazes. Sugar is as harmless as 
oil and butter; it comes from the carbonic 
dioxide of the atmosphere. If the sugar beet 
is hauled to the factory and the pulp taken back 
to the farm no plant food is lost to the soil. 

The writer grew beets by the acre for stock 
feed from 1891 to 1896 at the Iowa Agricultural 
College, and found the enterprise profitable 
for that purpose alone. All domestic animals 
are benefited by daily rations of roots in winter 
when they have no access to pasture — the 
young animal, the breeding animal and the 
fattening animal alike find them grateful. 
After the sugar is extracted the pulp contains 
all the plant food furnished by the soil and is 
substantially as valuable as fodder for domestic 
animals as the beet is before the sugar is ex- 
tracted. The fodders of our rations are nearly 
all too carbonaceous and require mixtures of 
nitrogenous by-products to make them suit- 
able for animal growth or milk production. 
Here, then, we have a plant that, aside from 
the sugar it contains, makes a valuable food for 
our domestic animals and is capable of suc- 
cessful cultivation in many of our States. It 
fits into our farm system conveniently, because 
its planting season is earlier and its harvest 
time later than that of com, and not only 
serves a double purpose as an animal nutrient, 
but holds out the liveliest hopes that its adop- 
tion will keep at home $100,000 through the 
value of its sugar content alone. — ISecretary of 
Agriculture Wuson^ in March Forum. 



5us:ar Lands in Florida. 

Long before the beginning of this century 
there were in south Florida four widely scat- 
tered sugar plantation?, with thousands of 
acres and hundreds of slaves. But the up- 
heaval of war destroyed these swarming hives 
of industry, the rank tropical vegetation en- 
croached upon the fields, rapidly reducing 
them to an aboriginal jungle, and to-day the 
tourist, wandering where no f«»ot of white 
man has penetrated perh:i]»s fir a quarter of a 
century, comes suddenly upon great water- 
wheels, silent and crumbling to ruins, broken 
smokestacks in the forest, and the sugar ket- 
tles, now the abode of reptiles and alligators. 

What has once been can be again. When 
by the old, wasteful processes of the roller 
mill and the open kettle only 50 per cent, of 
the cane juice was saved and converted into 
sugar, and yet money was made only less 
abundantly than the Spanish pirates got their 
saclcs of gold, why should not money be made 
again now, when the diffusion process and 
the evaporation pan save practically all the 
juice? 

The United States Department of Agricult- 
ure established a sugar experiment station at 
Runny meade, Osceola county, and for four 
years the money of the nation was with ener- 
getic fatuity poured into a rat-hole. On an 
underdrained bog there were expended enor- 
m us quantities of fertilizers and nostrums, 
plenty of science and little common sense. 
There were large expenditures for machinery 
and apparatus, which were never used for lack 
of sugar cane to work upon, and after four 
years of failure the department saw fit to 
abandon the enterprise and assign the follow- 
ing reasons: ^' After consulting the best sugar 
experts in the county, it was decided that the 
undertaking was a hopeless one, at least at this 
place and under the conditions that prevailed 
at this station. Nothing remained, therefore, 
except to abolish the station and sell the 
equipment," which was done, and the govern- 
ment chemist retired to West Palm Beach and 
engaged in a scheme to furnish milk to the 
great Flagler hotels on the FlHgler system 
from a dairy conducted upon a naked sand- 
rldge. 

Only a few miles from this government sta- 
tion, namely, at St. Cloud, the Disston sugar 
mill was built, at an expense of about $350,000, 
upon lands over which the waters of a lake 
once rolled from 4 to 7 feet deep, on beds of 
muck in which a staff could be thrust down 8 
or 10 feet. It was so soft that the mule^ had 
to be shod with muck shoes bigger than a din- 
ner plate. A field of 100 acres was planted on 
this reclaimed land in 1886-87, and this was in- 
creased to 500 acres the following year, when 
the best crop was found to have yielded 40 
tons of sugar cane per acre. But, owing to 
unfriendly sugar legislation in Washington, 
the enterprise has languished until lately, like 
the sister establishments of Louisiana. The 
past season there were manufactured from 
3573^ acres of cane 1,442,909 pounds of sugar, 
an average of 40373^ pounds of sugar and 
16003^ pounds of molasses per acre. 

In that part of the State there are vast areas 



of soil as fertile as the alluvial deposits of the 
Mississippi or the Nile, with a climate similar 
to Cuba's, and with a season like the Oul>an in 
every respect. These lands cover many square 
miles, and 1,000,000 acres could be readily 
prepared for cane culture for much less than 
the average cost of clearing, leveling and ditch- 
ing an equal area in Louisiana. These lands 
will produce an average of two tons of refined 
or pure sugar per acre, or the full amount of 
the sugar importation for 1896 (1,948,000 tons) 
into the United States. 

Besides these muck or reclaimed lands there 
are millions of acres of ^' mulatto ^^ hammock 
or grayish sand in the piney uplands that vrill 
produce sugar and syrup which, when prop- 
erly made, is equal to the best Vermont maple 
molasses; but these lands require heavy ^^ cow- 
penning,*' and are therefore generally run by 
the farmers in ^^ patches ^^ for a home supply 
only. — S. Powers, Jacksonville, Fla,, in Drain- 
age Journal, 

Florida Sus^ar. 

£xperts claim that Florida could sapply 
every pound of sugar used in this country, and 
vire have every reason to believe that it could, 
but not even the experts know how much 
sugar or its equivalent is produced in the 
country homes of this State. At the home- 
steads of the old settlers the cane is still 
crushed, the juice filtered through cloths into 
a barrel as it fiows from the mill, and then 
boiled in iron pots. 

But the sugar so obtained is a brown, sticky 
substance, rich in sweetness, but not pleasing 
to sight or touch. Therefore the Floridian 
has pushed his ** syrup " on the market and 
bought the refined product obtained from it^ 
an exchange costly to him because of expen- 
sive processes involved in the transformation, 
and the double transportation and the great 
capital that must be commanded by the incep- 
tion of the refineries. 

This condition Is now completely changed, 
and the individual producer i( again ^^ on top.*^ 
For Professor Stockbridge, the chemist at the 
State Agricultural College, has made a dis- 
covery which will alone richly repay to our 
people all the cost of that institution. The 
following facts have been the roughly tested 
by experience, admitted by experts, and will 
carry a valuable lesson to every homestead in 
the State. 

If the cane juice as it flows from the mill be 
filtered through common Spanish moss, green 
from the trees on which it grows, and then 
boiled even in an open iron vessel till crystal- 
lization occurs, the sugar will drip white, in 
beautiful crystals, that need only to be crushed 
to make the ^^ coffee sugar ^' of commerce. 
The color is slightly tinged with a cream tint, 
and it is sweeter than need be, but these come 
only from the absence of terra alba. 

Now, in these facts, rightly used, there lies a 
declaration of independence for every Florida 
farmer, and still another proof Uiat brains 
applied in our climate and soil need pay no 
tribute to Cuba or Hawaii, or any power or 
potentate on God's footstool. No new prin<^- 
ple is involved. Brown sugar is onsightly 
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beoanse it is not clarified — the moss is the 
best clarifier for eliminating impurities and 
making a larger per cent, of the sugar avail- 
able for household use in an asrreeable form. — 
Times- Union and Citizen, 



Legislating Against Qlucose. 

Bills have recently been introduced in 
various State Legislatures, directed particu- 
larly against the use in food products of glu- 
cose for mixing purposes. Examples of these 
measures are the Finn bill, introduced in the 
New York State Legislature, and the Daly 
bill, which has been introduced at Trenton. 
Both appear on a merely cursory perusal es- 
sentially similar in effect. The New Jersey 
bill differs from the New York in that it does 
not prohibit the use of glucose or grape sugar 
in the manufacture of beer or ale, and does 
not prohibit the sale or exposure for sale of 
'^refnse*^ from glucose or grape sugar facto- 
ries, otherwise the bills seek to require to be 
branded as * ^adulterated^ ^ wheat flour if 
mixed with com flour, or any foreign sub- 
stance; candy, licorice or confectionery man- 
ufactured in whole or in part from glucose or 
grape sugar; cane mola<ses, cane syrup, 
maple syrup or maple molasses, mixed with 
glucose or grape sus^ar syrup; preserves, jel- 
lies or other articles of food manufactured in 
whole or part with the aid of glucose or grape 
sugar or glucose syrup or grape su^ar syrup. 
Glucose manufacturers, without exception, 
feel that misapprehension exists among inter- 
ests that are not identified with the practical 
use of their product. There should, they 
claim, be some basis for action against glucose 
on the ground of public welfare, and further- 
more that the term ^^ adulteration ^' should not 
be confounded with the term ^^ mixing.*^ 

An expert on glucose matters, when ques- 
tioned as regards the effect of the bills, urged 
that each bill ought to have contained a pre- 
amble reciting the complaints of consumers 
of the articles to be branded ^^ adulterated.'^ 
" Especially," he continued, *' ought the un- 
wholesomeness of glucose, grape sugar, corn 
starch and com flour to have been dilated 
upon. The bills are silent on these points, and 
yet they propose to make crimes of commer- 
cial acts which for twenty-five years or more 
have built up, sustained and perpetuated the 
great glucose, starch confectionery, symp, 
ale, beer, jelly foods, and many other impor- 
tant interests in the country, without fault 
being found by the consumer. Bills similar to 
those under review are not unfamiliar to glu- 
cose manufacturers in the United States. In 
seventeen or eighteen years periodic raids have 
been made upon glucose in Congress, in State 
legislatures, in newspapers, and b^ boards of 
health under various guises, as though glucose 
were a product that ought to be condemned 
without a hearing. All such attempts have thus 
far failed, because glucose has consorted with 
honesty and intelligence, while the bills, reso- 
lutions and investigations in opposition were 
founded either upon ignorance or upon mo- 
tives which could not stand the light. 

In 1882, when the glucose industry was 
comparatively in its infancy in this country, 
doubts were raised as to the purity and health - 



fulness of glucose and grape sugar, and th 
questions involved were referred by the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue to the National 
Academy of Sciences, which is composed of 
fifty members, comprising among the most 
eminent in every branch of science in this 
country. The academy is a government insti- 
tution, and its duty is, whenever called upon 
to do so by any department of the government, 
to investigate, examine, experiment and report 
upon any subject of science or of art which 
shall be submitted to it. The academy ap- 
pointed a committee of eminent men from 
among their number to make an investigation. 
This committee, after an investigation extend- 
ing over a period of two years, in a voluminous 
and exhaustive report, said in part : 

^^ Starch sugar represents one distinct class 
of sugars, as cane sugar does the other— the 
former being obtained naturally from the 
grape, as the latter is from the cane and the 
beet. Starch sugar, which is a term chemi- 
cally synonymous with dextrose and glucose, 
when pure has about two-thirds the sweeten- 
ing power of cane sugar. No impurities, 
either organic or inorganic in character, were 
detected in any of the samples examined. 

'* *The elaborate experiments upon the fer- 
mentation of starch sugar would seem to be 
final on the question of the healthfulness not 
only of glucose itself, but also of the sub- 
stances produced by the action of a ferment up- 
on it. Large quantities of a concentrated extract 
from the fermentatior, representing from one- 
third to one- half a pound of starch- sugar, 
were taken internally by the experimenters, 
and this repeatedly, without the slightest ob- 
servable effect. This result, rigidly applied, 
holds, of course, only for those sugars which, 
like this, are made from the starch of Indian 
com or maize. 

" 'The manufacture of sugar from starch is 
a long established industry, scientifically val- 
uable and commercially important. The pro- 
cesses which it employs are unobjectionable in 
their character and leave the product uncon- 
taminated. 

'* 'The starch sugar thus made and sent into 
commerce is of exceptional purity and uni- 
formity of composition and contains no injuri- 
ous substances. Though at best having only 
about two -thirds the sweetening power of cane 
sugar, yet starch sugar is in no way inferior to 
cane sugar in healthfulness, there being no ev- 
idence before the committee that maize starch 
sugar, either in its normal condition or fermen- 
ted, has any deleterious effect upon the system 
even when taken in large quantities.^ 

"In 1894, after the expiration of ten years 
from the time of making their previous inves- 
tigation and report above quoted from, these 
eminent scientists gave me separate individual 
certificates reiterating their former opinions as 
expressed in their report regarding the purity 
and wholesomeness of glucose and grape sugar. 
Other chemists and scientists in this, and 
many other foreign countries, after most 
thorough investigations, have arrived at 
similar conclusions, so that it would seem 
needless to longer attempt to fortify glucose 
against attacks which are as unreasonable as 
they must be futile. Improved' processes and 



appliances in the manufacture of glucose and 
grape sugar have kept pace with inventions in 
other industries, so that the product to-day is 
in many respects superior to that put upon the 
market twenty or even ten years ago. 

ADULTERATION VS. MIXING. 

" In considering all the questions involving 
adulteration heed should be given to the mean- 
ing of the term adulteration. As commonly 
used, there is the hint of a taint, something is 
debased or deteriorated. Or possibly a cheaper 
article is mixed with a dearer one, in order to 
get a better price for that of less value. If any 
of these tests or definitions are applied to the 
great bulk of the syrups made of glucose and 
cane syrups or molasses, then there is no 
adulteration. The best cane symps, as well as 
those of inferior grades, including molasses, 
will contain a considerable percentage of glu- 
cose in their natural state. None of the high 
grade light colored cane syrups are ever mixed 
with glucose. Only the black or dark brown 
molasses is used for mixing with glucose, and 
until the advent of cheap corn, and conse- 
quently comparatively cheap glucose within 
the past two or three years, glucose as a rule 
has been dearer than the molasses with which 
it was mixed. Even at the present time there 
is little difference in price between the two, 
although molasses is not in full supply, and is 
consequently higher in price than usual. The 
syrup mixers take about all the *• black strap * 
of every dark-colored molasses that is offered, 
and with it mix glucose pure white in color, 
or nearly so, and of about the same or heavier 
gravity. The proportion of glucose varies, 
and hence no hard and fast rule can be given. 
The resultant prqduct after mixing equals in 
color and brilliancy the best grades of cane 
syrups. The black molasses has been changed 
into golden drips. Although not quite as 
sweet as cane syrup the mixed syrup is just as 
palatable and has none of that sickening taste 
which sometimes palls upon the appetite. 
Glucose readily absorbs flavors and is not 
prone to candy or partly crystallize, hence it is 
that it is so much in favor for preserves and 
jellies. With an industry so long established 
and so large as that of mixing glucose and 
cane syrups and molasses, it would seem a fair 
question to ask— who wants the bills to become 
laws? Who has asked for them? What good 
can they accomplish? Mr. Flynn, in his bill, 
proposes that each receptacle for containing 
mixed syrup shall carry with it an analysis 
stating the percentages of each substance com- 
posing the same. If by this the bill means to 
require that the analysis shall show how much 
glucose has been added to the cane syrup or 
molasses with which it is mixed, then the 
analysis must fail, because there can be no 
way of determining how much free glucose 
was in the cane syrup or molasses before mix- 
ing. 

^' If years ago all our candy and confec- 
tionery were made from cane sugar or syrup, 
the question may be asked, why not now? 
Why is glucose used at all? The confection- 
ers themselves can better answer the question 
than I can, but there must have been reasons 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 271.] 
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At four ports of the United Sutes to.. 

At four ports of Great Britain to 

At Havana and Matanzas to 



STOCKS. 

Apr. 18.. 
Apr. 9.. 
Apr. 18 . 



~Tons 



807.900 
77.500 
" 109.500 



RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING APRIL aa, 1898. 



-SUOAR- 



fleceived.. 

Sold ™. 



Hhds. 
28 
23 



Barrels. 
6 948 
8,809 



MoLAsaxa. 
BarrelSe 
1,472 
1,472 . 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FROM SEPT. 



1897, TO APRIL aa, 1898. 

-SUOAR- 



Recelved . 
Sold. 



Received same time last year.^ 



Hhds. 
22,196 
22,196 
81,183 



Barrels. 
1,888,212 
1,864,711 
1,215,192 



MoLAasBf* 

Barrels. 

188,582 

188,582 

216,686 
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RBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THE WBBK 
BNDINO APR. aa» 1898. 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

298 
... 841 



Bbls. 



Clkan. 

1,884 
1,874 



RBCBIPT8 AT NEW ORLBAN8 PROM AUQ. i. 1897, TO APR. 
aa, 1898, COMPARED WITH LAST TEAR, 8AME TIME 



ThU jear. 
Last year.. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 451,586 
.. 875,595 



Bbls. CLKAf . 

6,862 
9,088 



Sus^ar. 

The sugar market was strong at the 
end of the week, and the demand was 
excellent, with rather meagre receipts 
from the plantations. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals dull. 



Rice. 

The rough rice market was strong at 
the end of the week, but there was little 
doing. Clean was strong, with offer- 
ings restricted; all put forward being 
quickly taken at full prices. 



Les^lslatlns: As^ainst Qlucose. 

f CONTINUED FROM PAGE 269.] 

more cogent than the cheapness of glucose or 
the deamess of cane sugar. Perhaps too 
much sweetness may pall the appetite; the 
confections may not keep as well or for so long 
a time without deteriorating; possibly the all- 
sugar candy is not as wholesome and as easily 
digested as that in which glucose plays a part; 
and even the public taste may demand some 
glucose rather than all-cane sugar. Whatever 
the reasons, glucose has formed no inconsider- 
able part of our confectionery for thirty years 
or more ; it is with us now, and it has come to 
Stay, the arbitrary provisions of legislative 
bills to the contrary notwithstanding. Two 
pf the kinds of candies with which we are 
well acquainted are ordinary gum drops and 
caramels, both of which contain a large per- 
centage of glucose. The interior portion of a 
gum drop is composed principally of glucose 
with flavoring added, and the outside coating 
is cane sugar or l>eet sugar. We all know that 
the thin outside is sweeter to the taste than 
the inner part, but the combination gives a 
fair illustration of the difference in sweetness 
between glucose and refined cane sugar. 

^^ Obviously the intent and effect of these 
biHs must mean interference with the domestic 



glucose and starch industries, and not to their 
benefit. Some people in the United States 
seem to think that they have a special mission 
to tear down; and th^y have little care about 
reconstructing the wrecks they may cause. 
As soon as great industrial enterprises are 
fairly under way, excessive zeal in favor of old 
methods and ancient products rallies opposi- 
tion. The cleaving unto custom and the bowing 
down to the heirlooms of our ancestors would 
never have made us a nation of inventors and 
the greatest of all nations in manufacturing 
and agricultural enterprise. The Department 
of Agriculture in Washington has done as 
much as any other to oppose glucose, when it 
ought to have been always friendly, because it 
is supposed in some way to have the interests 
of farmers at heart. The following figures 
regarding the glucose and com starch indus- 
tries in the United States, although partially 
estimated, may be taken as approximately 
correct : 

Number of glucose and starch 

factories 29 

Daily capacity, bushels of corn 155,000 

Annual capacity, bushels of corn.. 48,360,000 
Acres of land required to raise 

com at 26 bushels to the acre . .. 1,860,000 
Farmers required to raise corn, 

three men per hundred acres 55,800 

Annual capacity, pounds 1,450,800,000 

Value produced annually $25,000,000 

Laborers employed in factories ... 10,500 

Amount of wages paid annually.... $4,900,000 
— Neto York Journal of Commerce, 



St. Mary. 

Field work is being pushed forward as 
rapidly as possible. Laborers are in demand 
and the work of giving the cane and com the 
preliminary touches necessary to send them 
forward. Throughout St. Mary the crops are 
splendid and in fine condition. The stubble 
thus far is much superior to the spring plant, 
but that put down in the fall is up and going. 
The early corn in many places will have to be 
replanted, on account of being stunted by 
frosts and cold weather of the last two weeks. 
The winter was so mild that planting and cul- 
tivating were commenced a great deal earlier 
than usual. In consequence of which the recent 
cool spell found all vegetation more than ordi- 
narily advanced. 



Mr. J. W. Bamett^s new residence on Shady- 
side plantation will be much finer than its 
predecessor. In fact it will be the costliest 
residence in St. Mary. The building alone, it 
is said, will cost $18,000, which means much of 
a house in these days of cheap lumber, brick 
and hardware. The finish and trimmings will 
be the most elegant, while the furniture to fill 
it will represent the most beautiful made in 
America. — Franklin News^ April 14, 



Personal. 



Hon. James A. Ware, of Belle Grove planta* 
tion, in the parish of Iberville, was a recent 
visitor to New Orleans and registered at the 
St. Charles Hotel, which is his customary 
stopping place. 

Mr. M. J. Kahoa, one of the leading plant- 
ers of Baton Rouge parish, where he operates 
the fine Westover and Allendale places, was 
in the city on a visit a few days ago and put 
up at the Hotel Gmnewald. 

Mr. J. E. Caldwell, general manager and 
president of the Cnml)erl&nd Telephone Com- 
pany, of Nashville, Tenn., was in the city dur- 
ing the past week and registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel. He was accompanied by Mr. 
L. Hume, the secretary and assistant general 
manager of the company. 

Mr. Harry Kean was the sugar boiler during 
the past crop season at the Pecan plantation, 
and with keen judgment turned out the finest 
kind of results. Pecan^s reputation for fine 
sugars, syrups and molasses was established 
and is maintained by putting and keeping the 
right men in the right places. 

Mr. G. A. Russell, of St. Mary parish, ac- 
companied by several members of his family, 
registered at the Grunewald Hotel on Wednes- 
day last, having come up to pay the city a 
short visit. 

Mr. Joseph A. Grace was in the city on a 
visit a few days ago and registered at the 
Hotel Denechaud. Mr. Grace is one of the 
leading notaries of Plaquemine,is a well posted 
man on all matters relating to sugar planting, 
and occasionally writes gracefully and enter- 
tainingly for the press. 

Mr. L. E. Callrey, of St. James parish, was 
in the city during the past week and regis- 
tered at the Cosmopolitan. 
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WANTS. 



We will pablish in this column, frte of charge antll 
twrther notice, the npplicationt of ail manai^en, over- 
•MtB, engineers and ingar makere, and other* who may 
:>e teeldng poeitiont in the coontrr. and alto the wants 
of planters detlring to employ any of these. 



WANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or saletmaa. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box 3, Natchitoches, La. 4-30-gS 

WANTED— ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having ezperienee. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4 •16-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantation; can give 
best of references as to ability and character. Address 
500, care Planter. 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is norr open 



for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street. New Orleans, 



4.6-98 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 
would like an engagement for the comingseason ; 
recommendors the t>est in the State. Address J . FRANZ, 
Snreks, St. Louis county. Mo. 4 -6 -98 



W 



ANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 



man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 

youitry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, Centerville, La. 4-5-^ 



-fXrANPED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^* for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 

y lovers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
. K. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, Ls. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
references and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
ferred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 

7'ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
Painter; can give good references. Address aoo, 
this office. 4-9 98. 



W^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKBR: 
would like to takeoff a crop; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr., No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 

3-39^. 



•fXTANTED-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ perience in heavy frsming and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug^r houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any caxpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



iir ANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
YY competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, ai well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling' understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: At reierence. Address S. s. 
MOORE, S85 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 
a-a5-98 

WANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for ihe manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicsting with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, spcciallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most mooern machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-a608. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 

Xason given for loss of last position; reference first- class, 
ddress T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-i6-<.8 



W 



ANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, ss YEARS' EX- 

' « perienc«'in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manaeer or his assistant; best of 
testimonials Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchange, 
E IS, New York. 3-17-98 



Ijrr A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
W wants a situation on a plantation; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
fir«t-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
csre this office. 3-17-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vscunm pan suear boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop ; be«t of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H.J. dA VOY, Paincourtville, La. 3 18 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
Deer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. w., 866 Oamp street. New Orleans, 
La. 3-9-98 



\ir ANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
VV sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for further_particulars, W. J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philsdelphia, Pa. 3-9-98 



WANTED — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder ; will take iob work ; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5-98 



fX7 ANTED — EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGBI- 

"^ culturist, beet sugar culture a specialty, desires 
position ; best references. Address Box 309, Irvington, 
New Jersey. 3*5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
ice-house work ; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer; csn furnish good references. Address 
F. G. LciRENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-98 



W^ 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarising ; habits strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana Planter. a-si-98. 



W 



ANTED— A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling durins^ the grinding and make himself 
useful St general repair work the remainder of the year; 
can furnish good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street. New Orleans, La. 3-33-98. 



WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a poRition as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reierence furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. ^-33-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 
assisUnl manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 38 years of age ; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. . Calf or address 
Planter, 518 and 520 Gravier street, New Orleans, La. 

3-34.98 



ANTED— IRISH-AMERICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, desires posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 



W 



nagemi 
ttY, Sti 



M. DOOLEY, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. • 3-8-98 



ANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



W 



ANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 

season; first-class references furnished. Address 
Box 16, Ponchatouln, La. 3-26-9S. 



W* 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as sssistant boiler in some large factory. Best of refer- , 
ences given. W. B., Box63, Donaldsonville, La. 

3-31-98' 



yiTANTED— EM PLOYMB NT AS COPPERSMITH 
VV and shevt iron worker in country for repairs of 
new work in refinery or sugar house; long experience 
and good references given ; essy terms. Address T. D., 
11S9 Orange street. New Orieans. ^'5 97 



WANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,r.ity or country. Ad' 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street, 
New Orleans. 3-10-96 



WANTED-POSITIO?* BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years* experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single; no bsd habits; best of refer" 



ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 
La. a-io 98 



TXTANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
^^ chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the honse the oetter it 
will suit;: he best of references. Address SXFkRTf 
this office. 3-5-98 

ANTED-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 

on a plantation ; has had many years* experience;^ 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, 3^33' 
Chartres street. a -5 '9^ 



W 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER;^ 
^^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BBRGER, 1815 St. Antoine street. s-5-^ 

TI7ANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAIT . 
^^ considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions for coming campaign : the MSt 
of references on spplication. Address '^ CRYSTALS."^ 
care Planter. 3-5-9S 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man ; has had many years' experience; cun fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, 363a 
Dauphine street. >-3-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street. 3-3-98 

vrrANTED-A POSITION AS 1 SUGAR MAKER 
VV for 1898, by a boiler of experience; best of refer* 

ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 

a-3-9S 

WANTED— A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
in the country ; middle-aged lady prefetred. Ad- 
dressj. S. COLLINS ; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 

YVAJITED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^^ and mechanic for Mexico; can furnish good refer' 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 
i-a4-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
salesman and thorough accountant; strictly 
sober; best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-34-98 



WANTBD-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation } 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 

WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming season. Have had five years' experi' 
ence and can xumish good references. Address U« 
WEBRE, Central, La. i -ao-9g 



BALDWIN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

PLANTATION AND LOGGING LOCOMOTIVES 

Speciffcationt, Praposals and Particulars Furnished on Application. 

KRAJEWSKI, PESANT & CO., 

SOLE AGENTS IN SOUTHERN STATES. 

Qodchaux Building. NEW ORLEANS, LA, 
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I 6 00 
9 60 
14 50 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 
32 50 
36 00 
38 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



t 12 50 

24 00 

36 20 

47 50 

58 75 

70 00 

81 15 

90 00 

95 00 

100 00 

150 00 

250 00 



^ 18 75 
36 00 
54 40 

71 25 
88 15 
105 00 
121 75 
136 00 
142 50 
150 00 
225 00 
400 00 



t 25 00 

48 00 

72 50 

95 00 

117 50 

140 00 

162 50 

180 00 

190 00 

200 00 

300 00 

500 00 



All communications should be addressed to Trb 
LovxaiANA Plamtxi, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



LIST OP 

HcCall Brothers, 
tf cCall St Legendre, 
Leon Godchaux, 
lames Teller, 
B. Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 

tohn Dymond, 
laniel Thompson, 
Poos A Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Ludus Forsyth Jr., 
Xdward J. Gay, 
•thattuck A Hoffman, 
BfliUe Rostf 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T. O. McLaory, 
L. S. Olark, 

4. B. Levert, 
laDson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. Sntdiffe, 

John S. Moore, 
amea C. Murphy, 
oa. Webre, 



5TOCKHOLDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Lucien Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. EllU, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ, Behan, 
J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Edwards A Haubtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
L H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
E.AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George F. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MUliken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob, 



Bxscunvx committbb: 

Henry McCall. 
Laden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt. 

D. R. Calder. Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



The Imports of 5us:ar. 

The imports of sugar into the United 
States for the 6ight months ending March 
1st reach but 620,000 short tojis against 
1,081,000 short tons, during the same 
period the previous year. These returns 
are taken from the recent government 
reports and indicate the enormous fall- 
ing off in the importations of sugar 
under the Dingley bill, or rather the 
presence of an enormous supply im- 
ported into the country in advance of its 
needs to take advantage of the ex- 
pected increased duties under the Ding- 
ley bill. The imports during these eight 
months are but 80,000 tons over one- 
half of the imports during tbe same 
period the previous year. 

As these imports include 145,000 short 
tons of sugar from the Sandwich Islands, 
against but 113,000 during the same 
period a year before from those islands, 
it will be seen that in duty-paying 
sugars our imports have been less than 
one-half of what they were during the 
same eight months the previous year, or 
475,000 short tons, against 968,000 the 
previous year. 

This great diminution in the imports 
of foreign sugar can only lead us to 
infer that the supply of sugar in the 
United States, visible or invisible, must 
by this time be largely reduced, and 
that because of the reduced supply we 
shall go into the next crop with a some- 
what higher level of values than those 
now prevailing. 

A notable feature of our imports during 
the last eight months has been the im- 
portation Erom the East Indies, which, 
of course, includes Java, of about 200, 
000 short tons of sugar ; Hawaii coming 
next with 145,000 tons, and South 
America 72,000 tons, Cuba 51,000, and 
the rest in smaller quantities from 
various countries. We have received 
from Holland about 15,000 tons of 
sugar, presumably white granulated; 
Germany sending us 9000 tons of gran- 
ulated and only about 7500 tons of low 



grade sugars. The sugar refineries gen- 
erally keep their own counsel, and are 
not apt to indicate to the sugar world 
their own pressing wants in the way of 
sugar supplies. These data, however, 
surely indicate that the stocks of sugar 
in the refineries in the United States are 
now quite small, and that they will soon 
be compelled to pay higher prices to se- 
cure the necessary supplies to meet the 
large consumption of sugar that we 
shall have during the summer months. 



War Taxes on 5us:ar. 

It seems singular that the Ways and 
Means Committee of Congress, in look- 
ing about for sources of revenue capable 
of meeting the severe requirements of 
the existing war. should seem to avoid 
the consideration of increased duties on 
sugar, as though that commodity were 
taboo, A large part of the money that 
paid the cost of the last war came out of 
the sugar duties, and the average duty 
collected on sugar was above 3 cents for 
many years, and until reduced to an 
an average of 2 cents by the tariff com- 
mission tariff bill in 1893. If 3 cents a 
pound were now collected on sugar in- 
stead of about 1}4 cents as now, we 
should get a revenue of $100,000,000 
therefrom, instead of half that, as now. 
An increase of even half a cent per 
pound, or say $11 per ton on imports of 
1,500,000 tons of duty-paying sugar, 
would secure nearly seventeen million 
dollars additional revenue. 

Earnest objections are made to any 
war tax on tea and coffee, but no such 
objection will be made to a tax on sugar. 
The Sugar "trust would object to any- 
thing that advances the cost of their raw 
material, but the importance of immense 
revenues to the government would seem 
to oveiTide any objections made by the 
trust. The tariff machinery is all in 
operation and it would create less fric- 
tion and create more revenue if these 
suggestions were adopted, than will re- 
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suit from any other plan of taxation 
Congress may devise. 

When it was found in 1874 that the 
duties imposed on sup:ar in 1870 were 
not yielding the expected revenue, 
Congress increased the whole sugar 
schedule 25 per cent. If even this were 
done now there would result at once an 
increased revenue of twelve to fifteen 
million dollars. 

The war expenses are now enormous 
and increased revenues will be needed, 
and we trust that the Ways and Means 
Committee will find it desirable to take 
into consideration at once what addi- 
tional revenues can be got out of sugar. 



The Imports of Rice. 

The imports of rice into the United 
States for the eight months ending 
Marchjl were 47,000 tons, against 52,- 
000 during the same time the previous 
year. Our short crop of rice at home 
and these limited importations, together 
with a short supply in the East Indies, 
owing to the great drought and famine 
that have prevailed there, would indi- 
cate a comparatively strong rice market 
throughout the year in this country. 
While our home crops of rice have not 
been large those planters that have had 
rice to sell have done better than for 
aeveral years past, and we anticipate 
that 1898 will be another red letter year 
to those who may be fortunate enough 
in rice planting in 1398 to secure large 
crops. 



The East Indian Rice Crop. 

The Louisiana Planter has advices 
from Calcutta to March 24 covering a 
forecast of the Madras rice crop for the 
season 1897-98. The total acreage 
planted in rice in the Madras Presi- 
dency exceeds 6,000,000, and was 
slightly over the averages of the pre- 
ceding ten years, and about 5 per cent, 
larger than last yetg'. The increase in 
planting is attributed to the heavy rain- 
fall in August and September, which 
furnished a supply of water for irriga- 
tion. In some sections the insufficient 
rainfall has reduced the acreage. It is 
thought that the whole area planted 
may reach about 7,000,000 acres, and 
the present estimate is for about two- 
thirds of a crop, damage by insects and 
the lack of water creating the shortage. 

Considering the crop estimates for 
Bengal, Madi-as and lower Burmah, 



about 52,000,000 acres are planted 
in rice, which is slightly in excess of 
the average area, and the yield is ex- 
pected to reach about 28,000,000 tons. 
In Burmah the conditions of the season 
are uniformly favorable, and the sur- 
plus of the rice harvest available for 
export is the largest on record, being 
but little under 2,000,000 tons of cargo 
rice. In Bengal the people were anx- 
ious to augment their reduced stocks of 
food and over extensive areas the au- 
tumn rice replaced non-edible crops. 
A good season for this crop was followed 
by a still better one for the great winter 
rice crop. 

It is stated that, although there was an 
excellent rice crop in Burmah in 1896, 
the exports from that province to for- 
eign countries were greatly reduced, as 
much of the supply was taken to meet 
the demand in the famine sections in 
India and upper Burmah. 



Are Consulting: Engineers a Necessity 
or a Luxury? 

The article under the above caption, 
which appeared in our last issue, unfor- 
tunately had quite a considerable por- 
tion of it omitted through an error on 
the part of our printers, and we there- 
fore this week reprint the entire article, 
embracing both those portions that 
were printed and those portions that 
were omitted last week. It is an excel- 
lent essay, is written by one of our ris- 
ing young engineers, and we commend 
it to our readers. 



The Louisiana Cane Crop. 

Very favorable weather for the cane 
crop has prevailed during the past week, 
the only possible complaint being the 
one oft reported lately of a too low 
temperature. Following the rains of 
some few days ago a period of dry 
weather has ensued, permitting all field 
operations to be actively engaged in, and 
the reports from all sections indicate 
a notable and gratifying improvement 
in both plant and stubble. The gaps on 
the stand of spring plant cane are filling 
out and the general feeling among the 
planters is one of hope and encourage- 
ment. 



Talmas^e on the Rice Market. 

The week has been one of unasual activity, 
opening with a large demand, which contin- 
ued Ihronghout at increasing ratio, taking up 



all spot goods of desirable character, and 
nearly everything due the next fortnight. Aa 
heretofore choice Java is the favorite, although 
within the last two days, under sharp advances 
in the better grades, buyers were more disposed 
to consider and a large per cent, to purchase of 
the ** next best.'' The hardening tendencies 
are not alone conflned to the better selec- 
tions, for the commonest, as well as the 
intermediate grades are following in their 
wake, it should be remarked that in spite of 
gains established at this point, such are not as 
great as those which have occurred abroad, all 
of which augurs a further improvement. 

Advices from the South note steady demand 
along the Atlantic coast, as well as in the 
Southwest. While prices thereat are compar- 
atively high, it is quite generally appreciated 
that certain grades are still far below (?8-/^c.) 
importing cost of similar character in foreign, 
say prominently choice Carolina and ordinary 
to fair styles in Louisiana. Cables from abroad 
note brisk demand for, literally, all sorts of 
cleaned— good, bad and indifferent, with 
prices again up 3b to 1^4. As was foreshadowed 
in the previous report, high ruling values are 
tempting the East Indian Into parting 
freely with bis crop, witness the quadruple 
increase of exports of the Indies in the last 
two weeks. Part of the enlargement may 
be due to improved tonnage facilities, but the 
matter of price is by all odds the larger factor 
in the situation. This promised added supply 
outs no figure in way of infinendng values 
and is scarce more than a statistical fact, so far 
as the immediate future of the market is con- 
cerned. ^^ Yniat are these among so many '' 
markets, wherein reserves are either nominal 
or an absent quantity. When It is considered 
that the total output is still quite 30 per cent. 
short of last year, deductions are hardly nec- 
essary, for it is quite apparent that the filling 
up of reserves is remote, and any hope for 
falling away **a far cry." Talraage, New 
Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana crop movement 
to date : ^^ Receipts, rough, inclusive of amount 
carried over, 618,925 sacks; last year, 665,860 
sacks. Sales, cleaned (estimated), 113,745 
barrels; last year, 104,116 barrels. Strong 
tone; offerings light.'' 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date : " Receipts, cleaned, 
69,250 barrels. Sales, 68,570 barrels. Increased 
inquiry; offerings moderate." 

Hon. Andrew Price and Mrs. Price were 
guests of the St. Charles on Sunday. 

Mr. Frank J. Webb, manager of the big 
plant of the Baton Rouge Sufcar^Company, 
near Baton Rouge, was in the city on a visit a 
few days ago, and was one of the Sunday 
guests of the St. Charles. 

Hon. James A. Ware and Mrs. Ware, of the 
splendid Belle Grove plantation in the parish 
of Iberville, were recent visitors to New Or- 
leans, and registered at the St. Charles. 

Mr. T. H. Casey, a prominent planter of Gib- 
son, La., was among the recent arrivals at the 
Hotel Royal. 

Captain John N. Pharr, of St. Mary parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

LSpeclal CorrespoDdenoe.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Beautiful weather 
has been vouchsafed us during the past week 
the only room for objection to it being the 
somewhat unseasonable depression of the tem- 
perature a portion of the time. A cool north- 
erly wind prevailed on Tuesday, and Wednes- 
day night the official thermometer of Local 
Observer Park indicated a minimum tempera- 
ture of 50 deg. above zero. To-day, however, 
the feel of the air is more seasonable, and the 
bright sunshine gives the face of nature a 
genial and brilliant appearance that delights 
the senses. 

The river has continued creeping slowly up 
the base of the levees, and stands this morning 
At 27.9 feet above extreme low water mark, or 
only one-tenth of a foot short of the maximum 
height which Observer Park has set in his 
mind's eye for it to reach during the present 
flood season. As advices from Vicksburg, 
Memphis and Cairo show the water to be re- 
ceding all along the line, it is more than likely 
that Mr. Park will be able to put on airs 
henceforth as a shining light of the grand 
aggregation of river prophets. 

There is no material change to report in the 
agricultural situation, and while from not a 
few plantations reports of thin and gappy 
Btands of plant cane continue to be heard, the 
larger proportion of rural advices are to the 
effect that the outlook is quite satisfactory and 
encouraging. 

Manager James Landry, of the Maginnis 
Company's Hermitage place, says there is no 
room for complaint concerning the conditions 
and prospects there, and several of his promi- 
nent f Ascension colleagues speak in similar 
strain of the outlook presented by their fields. 

Last Saturday was the anniversary of the 
last inundation of Col. J. Emile St. Martin's 
Bar Harbor basin during the unprecedented 
flood of 1897. His enlarged levee is in fine 
condition this year, and he anticipates no 
trouble from that source. In only a few places 
has the water yet reached the base of the em- 
bankment. ^ 

Mr. Ernest H. Barton is preparing for ex- 
tensive improvement of his St. Emma factory, 
and as one of the preliminaries is offering for 
sale his two three-roller mills, with engines 
and gearing complete. 

The Ascension Branch of the Sugar Planters' 
Association of Louisiana will hold its annual 
election of officers next Tuesday, and follow- 
ing the routine business of the meeting will 
come the agreeable task of discussing a dinner 
to be prepared by Mine Host Fred. Rogge, of 
the NichoUs Hotel, a caterer whose reputation 
assures a high class affair, judged from a 
gastronomic and culinary standpoint. Only 
two guests outside the active membership 
have been bidden to the feast, Hons. Joseph L. 
Brent and Wm. Porcher Miles, ex-presidents of 
the association, to whom pressing invitations 
were recently addressed by President Henry 
McCall, in the name of the organization. 
Mr. Miles has replied in the most cordial and 



appropriate terms, expressing great regret 
that his physical condition prevents him from 
participating in such affairs, and conveying to 
the members his best wishes for their indi- 
vidual well-being and the continued prosperity 
of their association. General Brent has not 
yet been heard from, and the wish is general 
that he will be able to attend and mingle once 
more with his legion of friends and admirers 
in Ascension. 



Iberville. 



f Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been favorable, though on Tuesday night it 
was rather cool for the season— the thermom- 
eter at the United States engineer's o.Ilce at 
Plaquemine dropping as low as the 46-deg. 
line. Work has progressed. The better part 
of the cane has been fertilized, and has had 
the dirt thrown back to it. We have noticed 
in most places that fertilizer for corn is being 
applied by hand, and when asked the reason 
of it, a prominent planter replied that the 
corn was more quickly and directly benefited 
by its application in this way. The experi- 
ence of a number of planters here has taught 
them that dropping the fertilizer with a dis- 
tcibutor at the time the com was planted was 
the best method. Even where applied to the 
growing corn we think equally as good results 
can be obtained by the use of the distributor, 
at a reduced cost for the work. 

A visit to the Reliance plantation of Mr. 
Louis Lozano showed everything in fine shape, 
and a stand of cane, both plant and stubble, 
as near perfect as could be. The better part 
of the seed cane was put down late, some time 
in December, and was in fine condition when 
planted. Mr. Edward Comeaux, manager, 
was just winding up the work of fertilizing 
stubble. Here, as on numerous places, a good 
part of the corn had to be replanted owing to 
the ravages of a little worm, locally called 
the cut- worm. A large field of new ground 
has been cleared up for cultivation. Most of 
the trees were of recent growth, running under 
twelve inches in diameter. They were cut 
down for wood during the winter, and the 
stumps are pulled up in good shape at a small 
expense. 

The corn worms have bothered Mr. Thomas 
Supple, at the Catherine plantation, and he 
says he has found that the best way to destroy 
them is to run a digger or a plant cane chop- 
per over the young com. An occasional stalk 
is pulled up, but the worms disappear. Mr. 
Supple is trying twenty tons of a new fertilizer 
called "Castor Pumice,'* made from the seed of 
the castor bean in about the same manner as 
cotton-seed meal, on his corn. This fertilizei" 
is cheaper than cotton- seed meal and is said 
to be better. It is applied in the same way as 
the meal. There is a good stand of cane, 
though hardly as heavy as last year's, on all 
three of the Supple places, attributed to the 
fact that they never plant cane unless the sun 
is shining. 

The A. Wilbert's Sons Lumber and Shingle 
Company, of Plaquemine, has contracted with 
the Fulton Iron Works, of St, Louis, for a new 
piece for bed -plate and for a new three- roller 



mill 30x60 inches, with double crown wheels, 
a Fisher hydraulic pressure regulator and all 
attachments, to replace the front mill at the 
Myrtle Grove sugar house. The back mill at 
Myrtle Grove was built by the Fulton Iron 
Works a few years since, so that with the new 
mill added the Messrs. Wilbert will get a first- 
class extraction. 

The river at Plaquemine reached the 30.5 
line on Tuesday, and has been on a stand 
since. Iberville. 



Terrebonne. 



[Special OorreBpoDdence.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather con- 
ditions have been most opportune for field 
work, and rapid ptogress has been made in the 
application of fertilizers and ploughing the 
middles to both plant cane and stubble. From 
divers causes, quantities of com on some 
places have been replanted. Regardless of 
the somewhat cool weather for the season, 
cane Qelds, both spring plantings and ratoonS, 
have improved immensely in the past ten*days. 
In some fields the stand of plant cane may not 
be as thick on the row as some desire, yet an 
ample stand may be had in most instances if 
the earth is not banked on to the canes too 
early, giving ample time for the suckers to 
swell at the base of the young canes. When 
once the young eyes have become elongated, 
from four to six inches of earth may retard but 
will not arrest their growth. 

The recent rains were most opportune, as 
grass seed and weeds have sprouted, and can 
be destroyed before the weather gets hot. 
With four weeks of favorable weather, the 
crops will be above the average, although 
some are backward with scraping plant cane 
and fertilizing both the stubble cane and 
spring plantings, work which should be ex- 
pedited without delay. 

Heretofore the majority of the cane grow- 
ers have neglected the tlK>rough cultivation of 
the com areas Co the serious detriment of the 
plant cane and stubble crops to follow. The 
corn acreage in most instances has grown at 
least two exhausting crops of cane, and the 
land is generally deficient in nitrogen, which 
can most advantageously be had in tankage, 
as the pea crop will be augmented and the 
phosphates will become available for the cane 
crops to follow. To manurlally enrich the 
com areas is to insure better yields of both 
plant canes and stubble, as a better stand will 
result from the latter, the stumps having^more 
vitality. 

The present method of applying fertilizers 
can be improved on— if the day is windy and 
the material in a fine mechanical state of di- 
vision—the fine particles instead of being 
deposited where they are most needed, 
are blown broadcast over the fields into 
the ditches, etc., where much of it is lost 
or will prove of little or no avail to the grow- 
ing crop. The fine particles are those which 
decompose the more readily, and should. If 
possible, be retained when the early and deli- 
cate roots of the plants can feed on them to 
cause rapid root ramification, and consequently 
very luxuriant plant growth at an early date. 

At Belle Farm, of Mr. C. W. Bocage, the old 
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mills are bein^ removed to be replaced by two 
three-roller mills, 5>^ feet long, being built at 
the YHiitney Iron Works. Mr. Thomas A. 
Shaffer, who has purchased the one-half in- 
terest of Mr. Charles Morrison in Honduras, 
proposes to put in another milling plant. He 
recently sold his interest in Ardoyne to his 
brother, Senator John D. Shaffer, for $95,000. 

Wednesday and Thursday of last week clear; 
Friday cloudy in the morning with local show- 
ers in the afternoon and rain during the night; 
Saturday cloudy in the morning and fair later; 
Sunday a lovely day with light local rain at 
night; Monday fair, Tuesday and Wednesday 
bright, but cool for the season. 

The official weekly weather report from 
Schriever is as follows : x 

Temperatnre. SanshlDe Rainfall. 



April 18 


... 85 


52 


100 




" 19 


... 83 


63 


100 


.16 


" 20 


... 84 


52 


.75 


.73 


'* 21 


.... 81 


51 


100 




" 22 


.... 83 


53 


.50 




*' 23 


.... 80 


63 


.76 


.24 


" 24 

t 


.... 84 


59 


100 






83 


56 


.85 


1.13 








Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: There was a con- 
tinued improvement in the general conditions 
of the weather for the past seven days< The 
temperature has been more even, and, in con- 
sequence, the crop shows a decided advance, 
and with a few more days of such weather an 
entire recovery from the cool snap can be re- 
corded. There were two refreshing rain« dur- 
ing the week, which was not a disadvantage at 
all. 

The cane crop is looldng very well, though 
the stubble In some places has not come up to 
a good stand yet. Plant cane is fine for the 
time of year. Complaints are heard from some 
sections of the ravages of the chinch bug in the 
cane, but no serious damage is anticipated. It 
is quite different with corn though, for in 
many places the little pests are just taking 
things by storm. In the neighborhood of 
Perry, two miles south of Abbeville, they are 
making a clean sweep of the com crop. Com- 
missioner J. G. Lee was applied to for assist- 
ance and he referred the matter to Professor 
Morgan, entomologist of he Experiment Sta- 
tion, for consideration. Professor Morgan will 
visit this parish, if possible, and attempt to de- 
stroy the bug. He has made considerable in- 
vestigations which will doubtless put him in a 
position to furnish an effective destroyer at 
once; if not there will be but little com raised 
in a large part of the parish, and the cane 
crop may be materially damaged, as well as 
rice. Cotton farmers are putting their land in 
shape preparatory to seeding, but the acreage 
will be very small. Bice planting is under 
good headway now, and the rice to be irrigated 
will all soon be planted. Other rice will not 
be planted before May. 

Mr. O. M. Nilson, president of the Vermil- 
ion Sugar Company, returned to Abbeville 
yesterday afternoon, the 25th, from New Or- 
leans. Mr. Nilson said to The Planter cor- 



respondent that the existing war would prob- 
ably delay the starting of the building of the 
refinery at Perry that his company proposes 
to erect there. He had expected to begin 
work some time in June, but now he may not 
begin before September 1 next, but will not 
delay later than that date. 

Mr. A. Kaplin, of Crowley, manager of the 
Vermilion Development Company, who owns 
and operates large irrigating canals in West 
Vermilion, was in Abbeville Monday, the 25th. 
He drove down the caual that is now being 
built by the Hall & Slutz Irrigating Company, 
Limited, and investigated the country through 
which it is to pass. Mr. W. H. Lovegrov<», 
one of the directors of the last named com- 
pany, was with Mr. Kaplin on bis trip of in- 
spection. 

This country is strange to Mr. KapHn and 
he was very favorably impressed with what he 
saw. He is very jubilant over the future pros- 
pects of his company at Gueydan in the western 
portion of the parish, and is very much pleased 
with the progress being made on their exten- 
sion and the additional immense plant being 
put in by the company. 

Mr. W. G. Hall, of the Hall-Slutz Company, 
left here Tuesday moming for New Orleans on 
business. P. C. M. 

Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor liouisiana Planter: The planting in- 
terest has had to contend with rather too much 
rain for the past few days. At least a week or 
ten days of fair weather is now needed for 
ploughing and hoeing out crops, clearing the 
plants of weeds and grass and fitting the soil 
around the tender shoots of com, cane and 
cotton so that they may be drawn boldly from 
the land. 

While it is natural, or seemingly so, to com- 
plain, from present indication, as presented by 
the growing crops, I am inclined to think that 
the farming community should feel very good 
over the success so far attained. The plant 
cane is now marking the rows beautifully, so 
much so that in many instances a perfect 
stand is an assured fact. 

As far as can be ascertained up to the pres- 
ent moment, stubble is sending out ratoons in 
a manner to charm the eye and delight the 
cane growers more than they have been for 
some years past. 

The Planter's correspondent was on St. 
Peters plantation, now the property of the 
Augusta Sugar Company, Limited, the greater 
part of the past week, and while there learned 
that field work was being advanced as rapidly 
as the nature of the weather would permit. 

There was some complaint of an excess of 
rain, and from what I could glean from obser- 
vation it appears that the rainfall at Barbreck, 
St. Peters and vicinity has been more excessive 
than higher up Bayou Bceuf. However, a 
decidedly fair share of field work has been car- 
ried forward as fast as the weather permitted 
doing so. Mr. Douglas, the overseer for the 
Augusta Sugar Company, Limited, has surely 
made an excellent showing since he has beei^ 
on the place. 

At the sugar house I found Mr. Aug. Les- 



seps, president of the company, engaged wiUr 
a force of mechanics and laborers tearing out 
the old open kettle plant to make room for u- 
large modem plant, replete with the best 
workmanship to be had. 

The first new structure to go up, and now 
being built, is a large boarding house built on 
plans designed by Messrs. Easton & Soni, 
carpenters and builders, of Evergreen, La. 

The crops on St. Peters, property of the 
Augusta Sugar Company, Limited, indicate a 
heavy yield of cane and com ; providing, of 
course, the weather is propitious. 

On the aftemoon of the 23d I called in for a 
few moments on Mr. Henry Shaw, managing 
Barbreck plantation. Mr. Shaw stated that 
the late heavy rains had deranged bis field 
plans by causing delay, but hoped to get a 
season of drier weather in which to plough 
and fix his lands so that the cane and com may 
improve along with the advancing season. Mr, 
Shaw will fertilize 200 acres of plant cane with 
cotton seed meal, distributing at the rate of 50O 
pounds i)er acre: and will apply crushed cot« 
ton seed on stubble at from 1000 to 1200 pounds 
to the acre, and will distribute about same 
amount per acre of crushed cotton seed to 
fifty acres of com. 

Barbreck has a fine oats crop this year and 
is now planting sorghum for hay. 

Mr. Campbell, manager on Anchorage plan- 
tation, is well advanced with his field and crop 
work. He has cane and corn neatly worked 
and promising. 

Mr. Phillips, Barbreck, has some acres of 
beautiful cane. The crops in the neighborhood 
are as a rule good. 

Mr. C. J. Fuselier, managing the Powhontts 
plantation, has some decidedly promising cane. 
Above, on the bayou, Mr. C. F. Knoll has ad- 
vanced all along with his rich acres to cane 
and com. Mr. M. Bubenzer and others in the 
vicinity of Bunkie have made fine progress. 

Erik. 



The Objects Sought in Feeding the 
Horse or the Mule. 

To have a rational knowledge of the subject 
of feeding one must be somewhat familiar 
with the physiology or the functions of animal 
life and chemistry, a great deal of which is 
involved in the study of the former. One of 
the chief requirements of the owner of ani- 
mals is to know what foodstuffs are best suited 
to bring about the results most desired, and to 
know this well he ought to be familiar with 
the chemical ingredients (contained in the 
food) which are required by the animal econ- 
omy to supply the tissue waste which is con- 
stantly being produced under the influence of 
work, be it light, medium or heavy. The 
physiology which the stock owner is most in 
need of is that of the digestive system. It 
would be well for him to know the cliangef 
that the food undergoes from the time it it 
taken into the mouth until it reaches its final 
destination. 

Figuratively speaking, a great many people 
shovel grain into an anlmail, the same as they 
would load up the fumace of a locomotive, 
forgetting that in the former case they have 
definite laws of animal life to deal with, and 
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^hen these laws are violated, nature rebels, 
s,nd the normal standard of health is inter- 
iered with. It might be interesting, and we 
hope instructive, to allude to a few of the pro- 
cesses through which the food passes. The 
first of these is prehension, or the act of taking 
the food into the mouth. (2) Mastication or 
shewing, which is the process of preparing 
the food before it is swallowed; and right here 
is one of the most important acts in the digestive 
process. The food is here broken up and its 
starch ingredients exposed to the action j>f the 
saliva, in which is an important ferment 
(plyalin), which changes these insoluble 
starchy materials into soluble sugar. Besides 
this, the saliva and mucus in the mouth render 
the mouthful of food more easily swallowed 
through being better lubricated. The mixing 
of the food with saliva is known as (2) insali- 
vation, and the act of swallowing (3) degluti- 
tion. 

After the bolus of food has been swallowed 
And passes into the stomach, it undergoes what 
is Imown as (4) chyliAcation, or the mixing 
into a pulpy mass by the action of the gastric 
fluids and the movements of the muscular 
walls of the organ. Here the food is acted 
upon by the pepsin, which is the ferment pro- 
duced in the stomach, and this ferment sicts 
upon the insoluble nitrogenous elements and 
converts them into soluble peptones. It should 
be remembered that the insoluble elements of 
A food can not be absorbed in that state, but 
are readily absorbable when rendered soluble ; 
hence the value of these ferments. After the 
nutritious part of the food has been mixed 
with the intestinal juices it is known as chyle, 
And the process (5) chylitication or intestinal 
preparation. It then undergoes (6) absorption 
into the circulation, by which it is conveyed 
to the various tissues of the body ; and (J) as- 
similation, or the incorporation of the food 
material with the material of the body. There 
are other ferments which act on the constitu- 
ents of the food in the intestines. The secre- 
tion of the pancreas, or sweetbread, for in- 
stance, has several. Amylopsin has a similar 
Action to that of the salivary ferment, of 
changing starchy material into sugar. Another, 
trypsin, acting similar to pepsin, by changing 
nitrogenous matters intp soluble albuminose; 
and gteapsin, which renders fats and oils ca- 
pable of being absorbed. The bile also has a 
specific part to play, in the emulsioning of the 
fatfr preparatory to absorption. 

It will be seen, then, that the process through 
which the food has to go before its ultimate 
use is accomplished is a very intricate one, 
and if, through ignorance or otherwise, any 
part of the chain of processes is interfered 
with indigestion and its consequences must be 
the result. The primary object in feeding is, 
of course, to nourish the tissues of the body, 
but, besides that, there are other objects to be 
sought after. 

The Maryland Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion has quite recently issued a bulletin on 
^* Horse Feeding,*^ and in it we find the fol- 
lowing, which we endorse : 

*'The objects sought in horse feeding are 
rather different from those desired in feeding 
any other class of domestic animals, and in 



consequence the points to be observed are, in a 
measure, peculiar. From the birth of the horse 
until arrival at an age for actual service, the aim 
is to develop the greatest degree of endurance 
and physical powers of the animal. These 
qualities depend upon the muscular fibre, 
sinew and bone, and they, in turn, are depend- 
ent upon the quality and quantity of the food. 
After having grown and developed a horse 
with the desired qualities, the next considera- 
tion is to feed the animal in such a way that 
all the bodily functions may be supported, 
bodily waste replaced, and the whole be main- 
tained in its normal condition. If the animal 
is subjected to comparative rest, there will be 
one kind of food required; if subjected to 
heavy work, such as hauling heavy loads 
slowly, there will be a food required to supply 
the energy as needed, or, so to speak, of food 
(fuel) of slow combustion ; if the work is of a 
character that requil*e8 rapid action, as the 
trotting horse is subjected to, there will be 
demanded food of very different character from 
either of the former; or, so to speak, it will 
require a food (fuel) of rapid combustion. In 
all horse feeding the aim is to maintain the 
force and endurance which the horse already 
possesses, and to develop these qualities when 
possible. 

" When it is desired to have a horse increase 
in weight and size, and take on a well-rounded 
appearance, it should be done by adding to his 
muscle rather than to increase greatly the 
amount of adipose (fatty) substances. Tbis 
kind of development can only be done com- 
paratively slowly, and when the animal is sub- 
ject to such work as will develop muscle and 
keep down fat. It is only the superficial 
judges of horses that are satisfied and pleased 
with the bones being covered, the points filled 
out, and general contour well rounded; the 
person well versed in horses easily distin- 
guishes between the appearance of fat and a 
muscular animal. There are no more impor- 
tant subjects to the live stock owner than that 
of feeding, and it is one that will bear a great 
amount of study and thought.'"— Weekly Pica- 
yune. 

Too Much Speculation. 

In many portions of the United States de- 
signing men are taking advantage of the in- 
terest in beet sugar culture to work up schemes 
for the establishment of beet sugar factories 
on plans which are almost certain to end in 
failure. It has not yet been fairly demon- 
strated that the manufacture of beet sugar can 
be made profitable in that portion of the 
United States lying east of the Missouri river. 
It is very probable that the industry will not 
prove a paying one there. Schemers are, 
however, industriously working up * 'co-oper- 
ative" organizations for factories. Their ob- 
ject is to get the farmers and merchants of the 
place where the factory is located to put up 
the money for erecting and equipping a fac- 
tory. The promoters will get a fat profit out 
of the construction and sale of machinery and 
then leave the factory — an elephant on the 
hands of the unfortunate stockholders. The 
conditions are so much more favorable for the 
beet sugar industry in various districts in the 



Pacific coast and intermountain States than 
they are further east that the farther success- 
ful development of the industry is morally 
certaii^ to be on this coast.— Oregon Agricult- 
urist. 



Trade Notes. 



Stirling Boilers,— We are informed by tue 
C. S. Burt Company, Limited, local agents for 
the above-mentioned boilers, that during the 
past week they closed contracts with Messrs. 
Dugas & LeBlanc, of Westfield plantation, for 
500 H. P. ; Widow A. Troxler & Co., St. Joseph 
plantation for 255 H. P. ; Felicien Waguespack, 
of Sport plantation, for 400 H. P., together 
with Burt's bagasse burner and auxiliary fur- 
naces for coal. These sales amount, in the 
aggregate, to 1150 H. P., and indicate how 
very favorably the Stirling boiler continues to 
be received by the sugar planting community. 

Baldwin Locomotives.— Elsewhere in this 
issue will be found the advertisement of the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works of Philadelphia, 
makers of all kinds and sizes of locomotives 
and especially of plantation and logging 
locomotives. 

Our sugar people are particularly interested 
in this, for the construction of plantation rail- 
roads for the hauling of cane to the factory is 
becoming more and more extensive, and light 
locomotives suitable for this kind of work 
are manufactured by the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works in immense numbers and in every size, 
style and variety. 

The Southern agents for these locomotives, 
Messrs. Krajewski, Pesant & Co., are repre- 
sented in the Godchaux Building, New Or- 
leans, by that well-known gentleman, Mr. A. 
F. Slangerup, and it is probable that quite. a 
number of the engines will be placed on our 
sugar plantations during the coming season. 
The cheap and quick handling of cane by steam 
is bound to supersede the old style of mule 
delivery. 

Captain Geo. E. Mann, the genial planter 
from the Lower Coast, came up to town during 
the past week and put up at the Grunewald. 

Mr. John Hill, one of the most prominent 
planters of West Baton BoUge parish, accom- 
panied by his son, Mr. George Hill, were in 
the city on Tuesday, and registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel. 

Mr. C. B. Maginnis, of the fine Woodlawn 
plantation, accompanied by his wife and cEiid, 
visited the city during the past week and reg- 
istered at the St. Charles* 

Hon. Walter A. O'Neill, of Linwood planU- 
tion in the parish of St. Mary, registered at 
the Royal on Tuesday. 

Mr. W. G. Pearce, of New Iberia, and Mr. G. 
B. Eimbro, of the same locality, were in the 
city during the past week, and put up at the 
Hotel Boyal. 

Mr. £. McCollam, a prominent planter of 
Terrebonne parish, La., was in the city during 
the past week, and put up during his stay at 
the St. Charles. 

Mr. C. W. Booage, of Honma, La., was a 
guest of the Boyal on Wednesday. 
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Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Berlin, April 9, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The hopes that 
Anally better weather \i ould set in have been 
sadly frustrated, and Instead of opening with 
warmth and drought the week was ushered in 
by a thirty-six-hour rain, which drenched the 
fields anew after a short period of dryness. 
Later on the sunbrolce at intervals through the 
clouds, and as a sharp breeze was blowing, 
the soil dried a little on the surface, of which 
the farmers hurriedly took advantage, but of 
course this didn't amount to much, as on lower 
sites and on heavy soils field operations are 
Still entirely impossible, and^ as elsewhere, too 
many interruptions caused by occasional 
showers have taken place. Nor was the 
weather more favorable for vegetation; the 
temperature, though pretty variable, was de- 
cidedly too cold, and thus the fact must be 
stated that in spite of the winter, and for all 
the greening and budding in February, the 
crops are threatened by backwardness if an 
early change of the weather does not set in. 
Such is also the tenor of the reports from 
abroad, though in some instances, for 
example in Holland, field work has progressed 
so far that the sowing of the beets can be com- 
menced at the shortest notice. Nothing of 
importance has leaked out with regard to the 
area to be planted with beet this year, but the 
general opinion is that the prospects are more 
for a reduction than for an increase. 

There is no doubt any more that the bounty 
conference will meet at Brussels on June 7 
and besides the countries named in my last 
letter Bussia, Sweden and Norway will be 
represented. The adhesion of France of 
course does not mean that she has changed 
her mind with respect to the indirect bounties. 
She clings to the theory that the indirect 
bounties are an interior affair, which foreign 
growers have no business to meddle with. 
And this will prove the stumbling block to the 
whole enterprise unless England resolves to 
levy countervailing duties from sugar of such 
countries as are known to pay bounties. But 
as the public in England believe that in conse- 
quence of the abolition of the bounties sugar 
would become dearer, and as many influential 
politicians consider the application of counter- 
vailing duties as being Inconsistent with the 
principles of free trade, it is not very likely 
that measures will be taken to enforce the 
stipulations agreed to by the majority of the 
countries represented in the conference. But 
without such measures the text of any agree- 
ment will remain a dead letter, and the con- 
ference will again turn out to be a failure, as 
its many predecessors have been. It is said so 
far four motions have been prepared to be 
laid before the conference; one aiming at the 
total abolition of the bounties is submitted by 
Germany, England, Belgium and Holland. 

By the new German legislation for the pro- 
tection of working men and women it was pro- 
vided that females shall be no longer allowed 
to be engaged working 4it night in sugar facto^ 



ries, but a period of transition was left in 
order to avoid too abrupt changes in the work- 
ing plan of the factories. This period expired 
on the Ist of April, and before that date the 
great beet sugar societies had applied to the 
imperial government to change this provision, 
offering all guarantees for the moral and physi- 
cal safety and protection of the working women, 
whilst on the other hand it was pointed out 
that the earnings of the latter were seriously 
curtailed and in an uneconomical way work 
must be done by men which women are more 
or exclusively fitted for, such as cleaning the 
rooms, sewing bags and the like. The federal 
council, however, with whom the decision lay 
in this case, has not deemed fit to comply with 
the wishes of the sugar manufacturers, and 
thus since April 1 it is no more permitted to 
use at night female labor in German sugar 
factories. 

The board of directors of the Russian society 
of sugar manufacturers has issued a circular 
to their members in which it is recommended 
to erect meteorological stations, In order to 
get correct and authoritative reports on 
weather and temperature and to enable the 
central bureau to derive therefrom an opinion 
as to the possible results of the crop. The 
plan of the enterprise with the necessary hints 
for making observations and corresponding 
reports is made by the director of the meteor- 
ological observatory at Klew, and the cost of 
the instruments and buildings are estimated to 
amount to about $56 to $62. 

I wrote you once that a committee had been 
formed for the founding of a sugar factory at 
Aarberg, Switzerland. But It seems that the 
project can not be carried out without the 
commonwealth aiding. The said committee, 
therefore, has applied to the authorities, but 
the great council of the canton of Bern has 
postponed the discussion of the bill in question 
until her next session. Your esteemed readers 
win no doubt remember that the first attempt 
to Introduce the sugar Industry into Switzer- 
land failed, the factory at Monthey, called 
Helvetia, having only had a short existence. 

The fact that the refineries have done better 
last year than in the preceding one Is again 
confirmed by the balance sheet of the Pom - 
meranlan Provincial Sugar Refining Company 
at Stettin, which cleared, inclusive of 18,085 
marks, carried forward from last year, a profit 
of 719,200, out of which a dividend of 10 per 
cent. Is paid, while 246,325 marks are used for 
writings off. Last year the dividend amounted 
to only 5 per cent. 

The figures of Importation Into England dur- 
ing the month of March can be considered as 
satisfactory. There have been handled (in 
raw value) 132,224 tons, as against 122,515 tons 
at the corresponding time in 1897, and for the 
tlrst three months the importations have been 
in 1898: 357,072 tons, as against 295,450 tons; 
therefore more this year, 61,662 tons. 

The course of the markets last week has 
been somewhat disappointing. After th6 ru- 
mors that America was buying being con- 
firmed and the results of the Inquiry of the 
fabricants, which are indicative of a decrease 
of beet culture in Germany for this year be- 
coming more generally known, the tendency 



should have been more cheerful,, whilst, on the 
contrary. It weakened a little toward the close. 
This may be due to the precarious political 
eituation, perhaps also the proximity of the 
Easter holidays. Let us hope that the former 
will now change for the better without resort- 
ing to arms, and that business after the holi- 
days will be the brisker. Prices closed on 
many places lower than last week; In Germany 
they are about unchanged— 9.75 to 10.15 marks 
for actual S8 per cent, rendement at Magdeburg, 
whilst delivery April at Hamburg Is quoted at 
9.075 marks. Refined were more active for 
crushed grades, which are also 0.25 marks 
dearer. Robert Hennig. 



Barbados. 



We are writing during the final hours of a 
fast-dying month that has, from a meteoro- 
logical point of view, proved itself in noway re- 
fractory to the customs of the month of March. 
At one time it did seem as if the heavy dearth 
which It inherited from the ever-diy February 
was lingering; but as we reported in our last 
fortnightly review, there was a sudden change 
which brought relief to the fears and anxieties 
of our reaping planters. There have been oc* 
caslonal falls since that date, but not general 

There was a terrible look of anguish on the 
countenances of all those directly interested in 
the doings of the produce market when it be- 
came known on the 18th Inst, that the prioes^ 
had been subjected to a heavie^ fall than was 
noted a week previous. Started at $1 .80, it fell 
In two weeks to $1.75, and one week later to 
$1.65, at which ruining figure It remains to- 
day. Such Is the feeling at the present 
moment that the serious question Is being fre- 
quently put in certain circles, "What will 
become of our Island? Faith unfettered is 
unrelentingly pinned to the gaudy expectancies 
of reciprocal diplomacy with the United States 
of America; and all those who are easily 
rammed by the voices of promise from gilded 
halls are regaling themselves that the '' profit 
is in the duty *' which will, subsequent to these 
arrangements, be abandoned. There is another 
section, however, and a strong section toOr 
which manifests rather adamantine ideas as to 
the ultimate result of these reciprocal arrange- 
ments. They say that till the arrangements 
are settled our produce will be lower and 
lower ; that they expect to see the product go 
down even to $1.40 and that when reciprocal 
arrangements have been completed then will 
sugar rise, but never to exceed two dollars. 

In the present crisis, with sympathies and 
promises being handed us from all corners of 
the universe, it is not at all an easy matter to 
foresee the cloud that means betterment for us. 
In good faith we look to the mother country; 
in equal faith we advance toward the offer of 
our American cousins. Our position in this 
matter Is more precarious every day, and we 
can only look forward to what good the ex- 
change of ideas between the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies and the United States govern- 
ment on such matters will bring to us. The 
manufacture of non-paying product progresses 
busily, and as the poor planter advances, he 
meets with supplementary sorrows. The corn- 
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plaint is DO longer against borer and fungi ; 
the introduction of a multitude of yarieties of 
plants would seem to have annihilated these 
dangers. But the . output is far below the 
average. Canes, heathful and luxuriant, with 
great big joints and plenty of juice, fail to pro- 
duce a reasonable quantity of sugar. This is 
a state of things obtaining all over the island, 
which adds fresh grief to the cup of sorrow 
already doled out to our planting fraternity. 
The Bourbon is now looked upon as the seat of 
disease. It is seldom planted anywhere, but 
the new varieties which have displaced so 
faithful a friend are in no way up to its stand- 
ard of excellence. — Globe^ March 31. 



The Protection of Crops from Frost. 

[Purdae Unlyerslty AKriouItural Experiment 8ta 
tion Report, C. S. Plumb, Director.] 

The direct loss from injury due to frost is of 
considerable importance. We hear most fre- 
quently of damage to fruit buds in the spring, 
and the damage to the peach crop has become 
a standard joke for the funny man. The loss 
of early garden crops receives less attention, 
but if the total were known, it would reach 
quite a respectable figure. Both spring and 
fall frosts often injure the com crop to the ex- 
tent of many thousand bushels. 

Wat^r is the best protection from frost. The 
air always contains some water vapor, and the 
warmer the air is the more water vapor it can 
contain. At 50 deg. a cubic foot of air might 
contain four grains of water vapor, and usually 
contains about three gallons. When the air 
cools, a point may be reached at which it can 
not hold up all the water which it contains. 
If this is above the freezing point, some of the 
water vapor is deposited in the form of dew. 
But when the water changes from water vapor 
to liquid dew, a large amount of heat is given 
off and this prevents a further fall of tempera- 
ture. But if the air contains so little water 
vapor that it can cool below the freezing point 
before the water begins to deposit, the water 
is deposited in the form of ice crystals and we 
have a frost. A moist air then is a protection 
from frost. The frequent shallow cultivation 
that saves soil moisture will at the same time 
keep the air above the soil more moist, and 
will to some extent serve as a protection from 
frost. Dr. Kedzie quotes a circumstance where 
a recently cultivated com Held was not injured 
by a frost that cut down the corn on surround- 
ing fields. 

A more direct and effective way of protecting 
plants from frost is to irrigate the land or to 
sprinkle the plants with water at the time the 
frost is expected. In this State few farms 
have means of irrigating in the usual way. But 
there are many farms on which fruits are 
sprayed, and the spraying machinery may 
easily be used to sprinkle plant with water to 
protect them from frost. This method has 
proved practical and profitable on a variety of 
early spring crops. 

Another method is to form a cloud over the 
field which will protect it. This is usually ac- 
complished by burning material at such points 
that the wind will blow the smoke across the 
field. The purpose is not to warm the air but 
to interpose a layer of smoke between the 
plants and the sky, and so prevent the loss of 
heat. For this purpose, smudge fires giving 
much smoke are best. Special torches made of 
muck and clay have been patented for this 
purpose. Those who have experimented in 
frost protection seem to think that the sprink- 
ling method is the most practical and efiicient. 
— H. A. Huston, Chemist, 



BEET SUGAR. 



Chino, California. 

Despite all the adverse conditions we have 
had this spring, there yet promises to be a par- 
tial beet crop to record. Since the wind of 
last week, however, the prospects have been 
much more disco ura&^ing, as quite a large 
acreage was injured or destroyed at that time. 

Mr. Ruopp, of the agricultural department 
of the factory, yesterday showed us his record 
of the crop up to last Saturday, the report 
being made up weekly. There had been 
planted up to Saturday on the Ohino ranch 
3244 acres. Of this there are 2000 acres on 
the lower black land, which Mr. Ruopp says is 
looking very well. The plants are growing 
thriftily, and unless something yet happens, 
will produce a crop. The balance, planted 
mostly on sandy land, is not of much value, 
especially since the wind and hot weather of 
last week. 

Of the acreage planted there is at present 
411 acres of good stand. Mr. Ruopp consid- 
ers that there are something over 1000 acres 
on which it is yet safe to plant, but planting 
will all be completed next week. He expects 
to have about 4500 acres planted for the sea- 
son. 

Thinning is just commencing. 

The full report from Anaheim and Florence 
districts had not yet been received yesterday, 
but such as had been received indicated that 
the wind of last week had done great damage. 
With the exception of a few irrigated fields no 
beets are expected from Anaheim. At 
Florence, where the crop was thought to be 
safe, the wind last week badly injured it. A 
rough estimate places the damage at from 60 
to 75 per cent. 

A small acreage is being irrigated here, and 
this week the land company started pumps in 
two of the wells just north of the factory 
grounds, from which the water is being used 
west of the factory. It is hoped to continue 
using this water, if noi on beet fields later, 
then on some kind of forage for stock feed. 

Through the courtesy ot E. J. Gates we 
visited on Tuesday the stock yards east of 
town, where the finest l>eef is fattened for the 
market. Ohino beet pulp fed beef has a repu- 
tation throughout the country now as the 1>est 
beef on the market; and a visitor to the yards, 
who sees the manner of feeding and the quality 
of the feed will not wonder at this. A cleaner, 
sleeker, more contented lot of cattle one 
seldom sees. 

The feeding season is now about over, and 
the yards will soon be empty. In the east 
yards Mr. Greening now has about 100 head, 
and Vail & Gates have 136 head. It was the lat- 
ter corrals that we visited . There are there both 
Ohino ranch stock and Arizona stock, but ihe 
superiority of the former, which has been bred 
up, is very marked. 

The feed now being used is hay-^say about 
eight pounds per head, and ground com and 
oil meal— all the cattle will eat— mixed with 
beet pulp. The corn and oil meal are mixed dry 
in the proportion of one part oil meal to two 
and one-half or three of com. All is then 



mixed with the pulp in the troughs, and the 
cattle fairly laugh over it. The troughs never 
remain empty, and the cattle are getting fat 
and round and ready for fine steaks and roasts^ 
The last of the pulp is just being used, and 
in a few days the cattle will all be marketed.—^ 
Champion, April 22, 



Oxnard, California. 

Oxnard, and not Hueneme, will be the name 
by which the site of the great beet sugar fac- 
tory of Ventura county will be known. The 
new town is building with all the appoint- 
ments of a modernized city. Nu merous houses 
are in the course of construction, concrete side- 
walks are laid out and building about many 
blocks, and water mains are being laid in the 
streets to be fed from the artesian well in the 
middle of the site, and all this follows in the 
wake of the erection of a beet sugar factory. 

To a reporter of the Ventura Signal, Ohief 
Engineer Bauer of the big enterprise, ex- 
pressed himself as follows : 

'* The best proof of the way we feel about the 
outlook is evidenced in the work we have 
already accomplished. It speaks for itself. 
There it is. Since March 1, we have put up 
that pile of iron. We will finish it to-morrow. 
That building is 400 feet in length, as long as 
two Ventura blocks. It is over 130 feet wide, 
and it will ran 50 to 60 feet in height. The 
machinery for the sugar making is on the way, 
and it will be here any day, and will be com- 
ing every day for months. It will be put in as 
rapidly as it arrives. We will be in time for 
the farmer and his crop. We will be better 
than gold mine to him, for we build f«r all 
time. 

*' All we ask is that he does his share. He 
must not throw up his hands like this, with 
the choicest climate and soil and most beauti- 
ful valley in the world. And right here under 
his feet is water, water in amplitude. It is 
well known, and I have further demonstrated 
it. There is a great pent-up reservoir at a 
depth of 130 to 150 feet under this valley. It 
is fed from the great Sierra water-shed and is 
kept in here by the ocean. When it is tapped 
it booms to the surface. A well of three inches 
here spouted ten feet. Another I have just 
finished, ten inches in diameter, with an eight- 
inch sand pump stuck in its bottom, lifts water 
six feet above the surface. Within a radius of 
a few hundred feet I will put down other wells. 
One of these will be fourteen inches in diame- 
ter. I have no fear that the fiow from one 
will diminish the flow of the other. 

^* A three-inch well can be sunk for a trifie, 
comparatively speaking. A hundred dollars 
will cover the cost, and its flow will irrigate 
many acres of this fine, moist soil. The farm- 
ers will be independent of rains then. The 
beet will hunt for water a long way down. 
Why, in Paris I saw a beet whose fine silky 
tendrils had gone down twenty-three feet. 
Six feet below the surface here we could not 
get rid of the water to lay the cement founda- 
tion for the smokestack. The men worked in 
the water. It was inconvenient, but the foun- 
dation will be just as good. 

*'Our machinery will be the. most modern in 
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the world, and our output nothing but the 
finest and purest granulated sugar/' said Mr. 
Bauer in conclusion. 

In conyersation with Major Driflil, the genial 
general superintendent, it was learned that 
some 2000 acres could be planted to beets with- 
out further moisture, and that arrangements 
were making to irrigate some 2000 acres in ad- 
dition, and every acre that it is possible to 
reach with artesian water. 

Work at the factory is going on rapidly. 
William B. King has charge of the iron work 
construction. From the way he is handling 
the stupendous pile he knows his business. A 
feature of the works will be the lime kiln. 
This will be the largest in the world, and will 
tower up over a hundred feet. A few hundred 
feet west from this landmark will arise another 
as conspicuous, the iron smokestack, which 
Engineer King says will rear its black propor- 
tions up 130 feet. It will have neither stay nor 
brace other than its cement, brick and stone 
foundation, but will be able to resist a wind 
blowing ninety-five miles an hour. This 
smokestack will be an outlet for thirty-two of 
the finest boilers, most of which are in place. 
The furnaces will be fed from two huge tanks 
set in basins 500 yards away from the works. 
The big sugar warehouse is all but complete, 
and is so vast that the whole Chino factory, 
which runs twelve boilers, could be stored in 
it. It is of brick, with a cement floor. Near it 
is the brick afiice building, three stories, the 
top floor of which will be occupied as a labo- 
ratory and connected with the factory by a 
covered bridge. 

A handsome clubhouse and residence for the 
superintendent, with cottages, stables, etc., are 
nearing completion under the direction of 
Architect Krempel, of Los Angeles. — California 
Sugar Beet, 

Spreckels, California. 

Work on the large beet sugar factory at 
Spreckels is progressing in every department, 
and our readers will be interested in the mag- 
nitude of the enterprise as described by a rep- 
resentative of the Salinas Index who visited the 
site on March 26 : 

Despite the knowledge that immense quan- 
tities of material are being used hourly in all 
jthe different departments under construction, 
there seems to be no apparent diminution in 
the amount scattered about promiscuously in 
the yard. Immense copper worms, crystalliz- 
Brs, sugar pans, pipes and boxes filled with 
machinery of every description can be noted 
everywhere. The fiYe elevated approaches 
from the narrow and broad gauged tracks 
which will convey the beets received hourly 
when the factory is in operation are almost 
completed as far as to where the receiving 
bins will be constructed. 

Upon one's arrival at the end of the street 
railway system, the sewer gang, numbering 
jeighty-five, can be seen busily at work dig- 
ging trenches to receive the sewer pipe. Al- 
tiiongh the work was only commenced Friday, 
this morning the work of laying pipes will begin 
lind over 2000 feet will be laid before to-mor- 
row noon. This sewer, which will be for the 
town of Spreckels and the factory buildings. 



will have a depth at its shallowest portion of 
six feet, and at its deepest portion a depth of 
eighteen feet. 

In the machine shop, piperoom and carpen- 
ter shop, hundreds of men are busily engaged 
turning out material for the different sections 
of the work in hand. The boilers in the 
boiler house have been bricked in and the en- 
tire walls of the building itself completed. A 
major portion of the roof has been planked 
and slated, and the entire covering will be 
finished the present week. The two immense 
steel chimneys are ready for use and some 
workman, undoubtedly inspired by the 
war news being received daily, has planted 
the American flag on staffs towering some ten 
feet above their copings. Tiiese flags which, 
although 227 feet above the ground, show 
their colors plainly, are very large and are 
probably flying higher than any others in 
California to-day. 

The main building or sugar factory proper 
is assuming immense proportions. The first 
section or the northern portion, some 250 feet 
in length, is finished complete as far as the 
steel framework contract is called for, every 
rivet being driven and everything in place to 
the fifth -story and roof girders. On the third 
fioor of this section forty-two large crystallizers 
are in position, and on the fourth floor six of 
the large iron sugar pans, sixteen feet in diam- 
eter and ten feet in height, are placed. The 
concreting of the floors has been commenced, 
as well as the painting of the steel. 

At the south end of this section workmen 
are engaged sinking a 20-inch well to a depth 
of 100 feet, which will be used to work one of 
the elevators in the factory. 

The Second and third sections of steel frames 
are up to the third story with necessary braces 
in position. These sections will have one and 
three floors respectively only. G. R. Field, 
the superintendent of construction for the con- 
tractors, the Rlsdon Iron Works, is working 
like a beaver to have the entire steel frame of 
the huge structure completed inside of four 
weeks, and will do it if fair weather continues. 
At the south end of the second section can be 
seen the great bed of solid concrete built as a 
foundation upon which the heavy engines and 
machinery will rest. Around this and occu- 
pying the balance of this section can be seen 
iron roads and other works on which will rest 
the washing tanks and their accompanying 
material, as also the immense diffusion bat- 
teries and slicing machinery. Several of the 
batteries are being made ready to place. 

On the road to the bridge across the river 
eight small diameter artesian wells have been 
dug, and work has been commenced on the 
larger ones. On the south bank of the river 
the huge silo-pit yawns like a cavern, and 
daily grows in size. Already 132,000 cubic 
feet of earth have been removed, and there is 
still some 60,000 cubic feet to be taken out. 

On the crest of the hill, 200 feet above the 
level of the factory grounds, is situated the 
great reservoir, which will be 260 feet long, 
60 feet wide and 22 feet deep. It will have a 
capacity of 1,800,000 gallons, and will have 
concrete lining; 10,000 cubic feet of earth 
will be removed. 



Midway between the factory and the reser- 
voir on the north bank of the Salinas river 
will be erected a pumping plant. This pump 
will work both ways, sending the necessary 
water to the factory and any overplus to the 
reservoir. 

The pipe for the line from the factory to 
the reservoir is now being received daily from 
Portland, Oregon. It measures all the way 
from 6 to 86 inches in diameter, and willbel)|^ 
miles in length. There will be 1000 tons of 
this pipe used. 

From the reservoir hill, the factory build- 
ings and the town of Spreckels are spread out 
like a panorama, as is Salinas and the sur- 
rounding country. In the town itself the 
houses painted in various colors make a pretty 
sight and have an air of comfort about them. 
One has been occupied, and Tuesday there 
will be fourteen more turned over to the com- 
pany and immediately occupied by the men. 
The remaining twenty-five will be ready in 
three weeks. The large hotel has been com- 
pletely closed, and is now receiving its finish- 
ing touches, and will be ready for occupancy 
by the first of May. 

Work will be commenced during this week 
on the bridge which is to take the place of the 
temporary one now in use across the river. 
Piles over one hundred feet in length have 
been received for the piers and will be driven 
as rapidly as possible. Contractor McMahon, 
who will build the bridge, says that it will 
consist of six spans 160 feet In length each, 
and with the approaches, will be 1000 feet in 
length. There will be tracks for a railroad to 
the silo pit, and a wagon and foot road thereon. 
The pipe line to the reservoir will be built 
under the bridge fiooring. It will cost some- 
where near $50,000, and must be completed by 
the first of August. — California Sugar Beet. 



Lehi, Utah. 



Up to the present there has been a little over 
2800 acres of beets planted ; about 600 acres 
in Lehi, 400 acres in Salt Lake county and the 
rest in the southern districts. Those planted 
first are coming up and making a good show- 
ing. Those who have not planted will wait a 
few days, and, if we get no rain, will irrigate 
their land, as it is too dry now to cause the 
seed to germinate. In some instances, where 
the land will stand it, it will be ploughed 
again to bring the moist soil to the top, and 
will then be planted. There are only a few 
fields that will stand this treatment without 
drying out. 

Superintendent Austin was south yesterday, 
and says planting has stopped there until we 
get a rain or the land irrigated. Some of the 
beets planted first are showing up in good 
shape. Mr. Gardner went to Salt Lake county 
yesterday to see how the work was progress- 
ing there. — Banner^ April 19, 



Watsonville, California. 

The weather during the past week has been 
clear and rainless. For the past three days a 
hot, dry norther has given us sultry, uncom- 
fortable weather. The hot wind, although 
damaging grain crops and pastures, has not 
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affected the beet crop. Beet sowing is going 
on rapidly, and unless rainy weather ensues 
most of the crops will be planted before May — 
about three weeks earlier than usual. The 
young beets are sprouting vi^forously and we 
hear no complaints of worms or insect pests. 
Thinning has commenced and several hundred 
laborers will be in the fields by next weeir. 
Labor is abundant this year, and farmers who 
held off from making labor contracts for their 
beets early In the season are able to contract 
at bed-rock prices. We noted seVferal contracts 
last week closed at SO cents per ton and one or 
two as low as 65 cents, ttie latter price being 
the lowest ever made in this valley. On ac- 
count of the open winter farmers have been 
enabled to get tbeir land into splendid condi- 
tion. The outlook for a big beet crop in this 
valley is very promising.— Pajaronian, April 
24. 



Beet Sugar in New York. 

The lagt New York State Farmers* Institute 
for the season was held at Sidney, Delaware 
county, March 31. The farmers in that vicinity 
had become interested in the growing of sugar 
beets for the new sugar l>eet factory at Bing- 
hamton, which has offered $5 per ton for beets 
delivered to the car, and asked for an institute 
at their place, with speakers who were com- 
petent to instruct them in sugar beet culture. 

Conductor Dawley not being present, the 
meeting was opened by Mr. A. R. Eastman, 
who spoke of the changed condition of agri- 
culture in the Eastern States, of Western com- 
petition in dairying and grain growing, how 
the new beet sugar Industry promises to many 
farmers a business giving them a margin of 
profit, and introduced Mr. J. E. Rogers, of 
Binghamton, N. Y., who spoke of *' Profits in 
growing sugar beets and their culture." Mr. 
Rogers is one of the pioneers in the growing 
of sugar beets, and is very optimistic In his 
views of the new Industry. He thought it 
opened a wide door to a profitable business for 
a large number of American farmers. He said 
In part: 

We pay other countries $100,000,000 for 
sugar every year; we make in this country 
only 6 per cent of the sugar consumed; so 
there is no doubt in regard to a home market. 
There are now In this country eight beet sugar 
factories, and several more will be built this 
year. To encourage the Industry Germany 
pays a bounty on all the sugar exported, and 
charges a duty on all Imported. This country 
will encourage the home production of sugar 
in the same or other ways. 

One reason why the outlook is now more 
hopeful is that we have a better sugar beet 
than we ever had, and this has been brought 
About by several years of careful selection. 
Last year I bought seventy pounds of 
beet seed and distributed among the farmers 
on the terms that each should send me two 
beets as a sample of their crops. Forty of 
these samples were sent to the Cornell Uni- 
versity for analysis. They averaged 16.87 per 
cent, sugar in only about fourteen. We have 
demonstrated that we can grow sugar beets as 
well as the Germans, and wiih more sugar in 
them. The sugar beet growers of California 



can grow beets cheaper than we can, but their 
beets contain only about 14 per cent, 
sugar. The climate and soil that produces the 
superior fruit of New York State is adapted to 
growing beets with more sugar In them than 
the Western beets. 

The prices paid for beets range from $4 to 
$6.50 per ton. From fifteen to twenty tons can 
be grown on an acre. Average land, free from 
stone, will produce fifteen tons per acre, 
worth $76. What does it cost to plough an acre 
of beets? Smiths & Powell, nurserymen of 
Syracuse, told me they could grow an acre of 
beets for $26. A market gardener at Bing- 
hamton says he can grow an acre for $30. I 
do not assume that farmers without experience 
can grow an acre of beets for less than $40 ; 
$75 will pay for your labor and seed, and give 
you $35 for the use of the land. 

My advice Is, do not put all your eggs In one 
basket; do not grow all beets or potatoes, or 
give all your time to the dairy. Try an acre 
of beets. Give them good culture, charge the 
crop with all the expense of growing — labor, 
tools, use of land and fertilizers— and compare 
the profits with your other crops. 

Mr. Eastman spoke of the value of beet tops 
for feeding cattle. They make excellent feed 
for cows, and when utilized In this way will 
reduce the cost of growing the crop. The 
culture of sugar beets Improves the soil, so that 
the next crop will be a better one. The more 
the beets are cultivated, the more saccharine 
matter they will contain. 

In answer to questions, Mr. Rogers gave the 
following cultural directions : 

Beet lands are not confined to valleys or 
fiats. Any land that is free from stones, that 
can be tilled to a depth of 12 to 15 inches, will 
grow beets rich in sugar. Deep ploughing Is 
essential. The soil should be made friable to 
the depth of 12 inches. This should be done, 
not by turning the subsoil to the surface, but 
by following the plow with a subsoil plow that 
loosens the subsoil, but does not bring It to the 
top. Then thoroughly pulverize the soil to a 
depth of several inches, and thus prepare a 
good seed bed. It is better to plough the 
ground early in the spring, then harrow it, 
and let it lie until the weeds start to grow. 
Then just before sowing the seed, harrow 
again, and so destroy the first crop of weeds. 
Commercial fertilizers do not carry weed seeds 
to the land, as does stable manure. If the 
land Is fairly rich, 400 to 600 pounds of high 
grade fertilizer per acre will produce a good 
crop of beets. This should be sown broadcast 
and harrowed in. It has not been found profit- 
able to transplant beets when seed can be 
bought for 12>i cents per pound. 

The seed is sown with a seed drill, at the 
rate of fourteen pounds per acre, putting in the 
seed from ^ to 1 Inch deep. The rows should 
be from 18 to 20 inches apart and straight, 
that they may be more easily cultivated. When 
the plants are 2 Inches high, with a sharp hoe 
cut them out so they will stand 6 to 8 inches 
apart in the row. We now have two or three 
plants in a hill. The work of thinning so as to 
leave only one plant in a hill must be done 
by hand. Take hold of the best plant 
with one hand and with the other pull 



up the remaining plants. This Is the only 
slow and expensive work In the cultivation 
of sugar beets. After the thinning is done, 
the wire weeder may be used to advan- 
tage, and if the field is reasonably free from 
weed seeds, it will not require much hand- 
weeding to keep down the weeds, The culti- 
vator should be used often and with care, so as 
to keep the rows clear of weeds as near the 
plants as possible. They should be cultivated 
as often as once in seven to ten days, and if 
weeds appear, these must be kept down until 
the beet plant possesses the ground. Cultiva- 
tion and weeding are usually finished by the 
1st of July, and the crop will require but little 
more attention until harvesting, when the 
beets can be ploughed out with an ordinary 
reversible plow. 

For topping the beets to prepare them for 
the factory, we have at present no machinery, 
and the work must be done by hand. The 
tops should be cut off at the base of the lower 
leaves, and may be fed at once or left on the 
ground for a fertilizer. A large amount of the 
plant food taken from the soil by the beets is 
contained in the tops and crowns ; if this is 
returned to the soil, we have put back more 
than one-half of the fertility which the plant 
has taken from It. Mr. Rogers said that at a 
sugar beet factory In Nebraska, one grower, 
who grew over forty acres of beets. Itemized 
the expense of growing one acre of beets as 
follows : 

Cost of preparing one acre $1 96 

Bunching and thinning plants 3 69 

Replanting by hand 78 

Hoeing four times 2 50 

Cultivating weekly for six weeks 3 30 

Cost of digging 2 05 

Pulling and topping by hand 6 88 

Hauling to cars 6 89 

Cost of seeds 2 41 

Cost of machinery 93 

Total cost $31 88 

The net profit for the 40 acres was $2200 ; 
average tonnage per acre lh}^.— W, H, J,, in 
Country Oentleman, 



Lehi, UUh. 

Manager Cutler returned from a successful 
Eastern business trip yesterday. He reports 
increased interest being shown In the beet 
sugar industry, and capitalists are looking In 
that direction for profitable Investments. The 
sugar factory for Mr. Nebo will be built In 
time to handle the beet crop of 1899. Business 
In may lines is improving, though the war 
scare Is affecting some lines. Mr. Cutler is as 
enthusiastic as ever over the beet sugar Indus- 
try, and predicts a bright future for It. 

There Is strong talk of Messrs. Knight and 
Loose, of Provo, with other local capitalists, 
erecting a beet sugar factory between Provo 
and Sprlngvllle, In the near future. 

All the beet drills owned by the sugar com- 
pany are now at work putting in seed as fast 
as possible. Over 500 acres in the southern 
district are now planted and more than that in 
Lehi. The work Is being pushed In Salt Lake 
valley and if the weather stays good nearly all 
the 3400 will be planted in a couple of weeks. 
Superintendent Austin was south yesterday 
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overseeiDg the work down there. He says the 
land is in a good condition, and so far the 
prospects are good for a crop. 

All of the mother beets are now planted. In 
all there are about eight acres, four on the 
bench and four in the old Held. This is only 
about one- half the acreage planted last season, 
as no more mother beets could be obtained. 

In an editorial this roorniniz: the Tribune 
Bays: *' Manager T. R. Cutler declares that 
there is plenty of money in the East, to be had 
for use by men of judgment and experience in 
beet-sugar malting; he has just returned from 
talks with capitalists on the matter; and he 
says further, that he intends to obtain some of 
this money and increase the number of beet- 
sugar plants in the West very materially 
within the next few years. We are glad to 
hear that Mr. Cutler talks that way ; for the 
field is ripe, and an indefinite extension of the 
beet-sugar industry is exactly what the West- 
em region most wants and can best facilitate/^ 

A meeting of the stockholders of the Utah 
Sugar Company was held at its oftice in Salt 
Lake City at 4 :30 o'clock Wednesday after- 
noon. Vice President George Q. Cannon 
called the meeting together and prci^ided over 
its deliberations. Annual reports were sub- 
mitted as to the status of the company and 
read by Treasurer Whitney. The ^tockhold ■ 
ers were highly pleased at the company's con- 
dition and expressed gratification over the 
value of the stock, which was unanimously 
voted to be worth par. It was decided that 
stockholders shoujd be paid off in cash on a 
par basis, any stockholder desiring so to do, to 
have the privilege of paying the difference and 
making up a full share. 

A board of directors was chosen for the 
ensuing year as follows: George Q. Cannon, 
Heber J. Grant, James Jack, John R. Winder, 
William B. Preston, Barlow Ferguson, Francis 
Armstrong, George M. Cannon, L. G. Hardy, 
Thos. R. Cutler, David Eccles, Joseph F. 
Smith, George H. Taylor. The last two 
named gentlemen were chosen in place of Elias 
Morris, deceased, and John Beck, who has 
disposed of his belongings in the company. — 
Lehi Banner^ April 12, 



Countervailing^ 5us:ar Duty. 

A decision was banded down Wednesday by 
the Board on Classification of the United States 
General Appraisers upon a protest of Robert 
Crooks & Co. against the assessment by the 
collector at Boston of a countervailing duty on 
an invoice of refined sugar imported from 
Great Britain. The case has attracted consid- 
erable attention in the sugar trade. Under a 
recent regulation of the Treasury Department, 
if there is no consular certificate showing the 
origin of the raw sugar from which the refined 
sugar is made, the highest countervailing duty 
is to be imposed. The invoice in question, 
which comprised 250 bags, was unaccompanied 
by such a consular certificate, and the collector 
at Boston accordingly assessed the countervail- 
ing German duty of 2.50 marks per 100 kilos. 
The importers protested that it was impossible 
to name the country of origin of the raw mate- 
rial, as all descriptions of beet and cane sugars 
are used indiscriminately in the refining, and 
further contended that sugars refined in 
British refinery are the product of Great 
Britain and not liable to any countervailing 
duty. The board held that the importers did 
not comply with the department regulations as 
to the identification of the origin of the raw 
sugar which had been changed in condition by 
reman ufacture, and that they had not shown 
that the regulations were oppressive or unlaw- 
ful, and therefore overruled the protest.— iVT. T, 
Journal of Commerce, April 22, 



Are Consulting Engineers a Neces- 
sity or a Luxury? 

This age is certainly one of specialties in all 
branches of industrial, intellectual and profes- 
sional development, and this specializing is 
carried even to extremes in some cases, notably 
in certain manufacturing establishments; yet 
we can not condemn this practice, inasmuch as 
it reduces cost, and in certain cases has devel- 
oped certain improvements which would have 
probably been greatly retarded but for the 
aforesaid specializing infiuence. 

In the practice of sugar planters this special- 
izing has t)een confined, as a general rule, to 
the employment of sugar makers, and, only in 
recent years, of chemists; such important 
work as the design of their extensive plants, 
where small economies might bring about very 
wonderful results, being left almost entirely to 
the machinery manufacturers or their agents. 
This method is practised in two or three dif- 
ferent ways, as follows : First, by explaining 
to several agents or manufacturers the needs 
of the purchaser, which in a great many cases 
mean his wishes, independently of any relation 
to existing circumstances or to conditions 
which are liable to be developed, and asking 
for tenders on this explanation, full scope 
being given to the manufacturer to furnish 
the means to arrive at the desired result. 
Second, by placing entire confidence in the 
ability and honesty of one firm that will agree 
to furnish the means to secure certain speci- 
fied results. Third, by buying various ma- 
chines here and there, and placing them to 
suit one's self. 

Such methods have their advantages, but I 
believe that their disadvantages more than 
counterbalance the former. As a matter of 
fact, if the manufacturers are consulted is It 
reasonable to believe that there is no charge for 
such consultation ! Is it rational to believe that 
in business we can ever get something for 
nothing? Is it equitable to expect that the 
manufacturer or the contractor should spend 
his time and cash money in order to give expert 
advice without remuneration! The charge 
may not appear as ^^professional services ren- 
dered," but it certainly lurks somewhere, and 
as defects in the machinery are often covered 
by putty, paint and nickel-plated accessories, 
so also is the charge for such service covered 
in some manner less objectionable. If by dint 
of good luck aBd extraordinary business 
sense on the purchaser's part it does not ap- 
pear in one bill the charge will be made so as 
to ^^catch up'' somewhere, be it in some other 
bill against him or one against somebody else, 
or perhaps by reducing cost of manufacture 
or installation with prejudice to safety and 
efficiency. 

Again we find in trade journals and else- 
where advertisements reading thus: ^^Con- 
sulting and Contracting Engineers.'* Is it 
possible for a man to judge impartially when 
his interest guides his judgment? Can he be 
lawyer and judge at the same time— in the 
same sfilt? Is it not a fact that the persons 
who so advertise are manufacturers' agents, 
and in most cases advise that machinery for 
which they are agents in preference to any- 



thing else, even if proven superior to theirs? 
This is a most anomalous position, and in 
many cases has placed the consultant and the 
consulted in very awkward positions, to say 
the least. 

However, the sugar planters are not the only 
persons in Louisiana who have used the 
methods explained above; almost every fact- 
ory of any description, a great many buildings, 
many works of more or less dimensions, start- 
ed, built and operated in this State, have been 
evolved out of the minds of persons unfamiliar 
to a great degree with the requirements of the 
conditions and in some cases totally unfamiliar 
with the very principles and laws governing 
the subject under consideration. Take as an 
example, the common yet very anomalous 
conditions which exist in the building trades f 
the extraordinary business of architect and 
builder. An architect should know as much 
about buildings as a builder, but that he should 
be able to exercise both callings at one and the 
same time is beyond human possibilities. 

The necessity for differentiation between the 
judge and the attorney in cases at law has 
been recognized for centuries; the necessity 
for the employment of counsellors at law is an 
every-day occurrence; the advantages of a 
counsellor in cases where a compromise is pos- 
sible are well known to every business man. 
Yet when it becomes necessary to make a con- 
tract for machinery, to place the same in a 
factory, which is to lose or make money ac- 
cording as it is poorly or well designed, a 
counsellor, an adviser, is not thought of, his 
advice Is not considered worth getting, and 
mistakes are made, occasioning losses which 
could have paid several times over his services ; 
and more important yet, it is probable that In 
many Instances the expense of a consulting 
engineer would have avoided the very law- 
suits which result In the ultimate employment 
of counsellors at law and their attendant costs* 

However, in order to answer fully the query 
which heads this article, it seems necessary to 
consider In detail the duties, the qualifications 
and the powers of a consulting engineer. Hie 
duties are principally to advise— advise in the 
special branch which he has studied theoreti- 
cally and practically ; advise as to the business 
relations between manufacturer and contractor 
on the one hand and the customer on the other, 
thus giving the latter an even chance of knowl- 
edge with those of the former class, who 
might not be disposed to act fairly with their 
clients, or who might through better represen- 
tation be able to sell an inferior article in 
competition. 

Again, to advise as to the proper steps to 
take under existing conditions — this advice be- 
ing necessarily given only after due considera- 
tion and examination of all the details and 
conditions which may or may not have a 
bearing on the success or failure of the enter- 
prise from the engineering and commercial 
point of view. This is generally the first step 
taken, and this advice is always in the shape 
of a report, which clearly states the reasons 
which lead to the decision therein contained, 
explaining the conditions under which the 
plant is expected to work, also giving esti- 
mates of first cost, cost of operation and main- 



Digitized by 



Google 



April BCSl'SQS.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTBR AND StJGAft MANUFACTUBEB. 



283 



tenimce an4 expected returns, if this report 
is adopted "by the persons interepted., the oon- 
salting engineer is then employed to make the 
plans and specifications necessitated by the 
adoption <of the report; tenders are tiien re- 
ceived, -examined and tafonlated nnder his 
supervision, and awards made^ after this comes 
the actval construction, during which he is the 
representative of the purchaser, and, as such, 
is the judge of material and workmanship, as 
well asof all ^he otlver questions raised during 
the construction of any works of importance. 
In all-cases the certificate of the engineer being, 
so to speak, a warrant for payment drawn 
against the purchaser in favor of the contractor, 
these certificates must never be and never are 
given by an engineer unless he has assured him- 
self -of the satisfactory completion of that part 
of tlie work for which the certificate is issued. 
The iuties of a consultant are only completed 
after he has determined by test or otherwise 
whether his client has received in full what he 
had contracted for, and his duties further ob- 
ligate him to ascertain if the property, mate- 
rial, «tc., so acquired is unencumbered through 
liens or privileges against the contractor. 

The duties of the consultant as enumerated 
above certainly are important, onerous and 
honorable, and undoubtedly should not be en- 
trusted to any one who has not the entire con- 
fidence of those who employ him; those duties 
Inrther require the employment of well- trained 
men to fulfil them satisfactorily to all con- 
cerned. The question as to the extent of 
those duties brings to us the natural question, 
what should be the extent of the powers of a 
consulting engineer? as well as what should 
be the position of his employers toward him? 
The answer to these questions is dependent 
upon a great many circumstances and condi- 
tions that are of a personal nature, and there- 
fore -can not be a direct one. The amount of 
power to be left in the hands of an employee 
is always dependent upon the relative amount 
of confidence existing between employer and 
employee, and in this ease no radical change 
is to be expected ; yet there is a difference, 
inasmuch as being an adviser, a judge, a rep- 
resentative of the employer, the consulting en- 
gineer's position is more nearly that of a part- 
ner in business. If his advice and plans are 
accepted in tato his reputation is at stake ; he 
is responsible for the result, and thus his en- 
tire capital is at stake. Some individuals con- 
cur in the advice of their consultant in every 
particular; others adopt their main sugges- 
tions, making changes to suit themselves in 
the details. These changes are often the 
cause of very serious results, which mean 
losses in efficiency, increase in outlay and con- 
sequent bad feq^ing. It is possibly best to 
abide by the engineer *s decision in all points 
save the very minute ones, or those 
which can not affect the results one way 
or the other. The results are the con- 
crete exponents of the ability of a specialist; 
they are the cause, the making of his reputa- 
tion, and thus it is but natural to believe that 
to do the best will be his aim, specially so if 
the responsibility of the proposed course rests 
largely upon him. His powers of inspection 
should also be supreme, but those of rejection 



of material and workmanship might not be 
vested finally in him, for as a representative of 
the purchaser, as well as one of the parties in- 
terested in results his position would in some 
cases be awkward and inconsistent. However, 
it will be found in practice that there are very 
few cases where the engineer's judgment can 
not be accepted as the court of last resort, and 
in such cases a decision, a compromise, is 
more easily gotten, for the simple reason that 
every detail of the transaction has been care- 
fully guarded and examined by one fully able 
to examine it. 

The ability to examine brings us to the point 
where we can speak advisedly of the qualifica- 
tions necessary in a consultant. The fact that 
one requires the services of a consulting engi- 
neer is only d«e to the lack of special knowl- 
edge ; therefore, ability in that special branch 
is one of the undoubted requirements ; an abil- 
ity which should extend not only to that of a 
quick recognition of conditions of good design 
and thorough execution in order to obtain cer- 
tain results under the above conditions, but 
should include also a thorough knowledge of 
the business methods generally in use among 
the contractors who are in the particular line 
of work. 

His knowledge should be theoretical as well 
as practical, and he should be well acquainted 
among manufacturers so that he might make 
specifications that will not place his client to 
unnecessary expense in the manufacture of 
special machinery or of machinery which does 
not accord absolutely with the general designs 
of the established standard. However, this 
acquaintance does not and should not involve 
such relations as would tend to bias his judg- 
ment; he should be untrammeled in the exer- 
cise of his judgment by all considerations, and 
especially the one of being in the employ of 
any manufacturing concern or one <»f its li- 
censees. 

Thus, ability is not the only requisite ; if a 
power of attorney is given, the person who 
gives it is particularly careful to give it to one 
who is reliable and trustworthy; in the same 
manner, the consulting engineer must be re- 
liable and trustworthy. His honesty must be 
above reproach and he should be conscientious 
to a superlative degree; personally and profes- 
sionally he must enjoy such a reputation that 
his motives shall never be questioned. 

In addition, if he should possess a pleasing 
manner, considerable tact and common sense 
by which he shall be able to so advise and 
direct, that his judgment shall prevail without 
raising in the heart of the one whose opinion is 
discarded any feeling of resentment, he will in- 
crease his value and opportunities as a con- 
sultant. 

The several statements made above answer 
quite completely the question of necessity in 
the employment of a consulting engineer, but 
as experience is, after all, the best teacher it 
might be well to note one of many experiences 
demonstrating the usefulness of their advice, 
especially when it is remembered that the ex- 
perience is one of recent origin. ' 

The writer was called upon to examine and 
make a report on the installation of an electric 
light plant in a certain refinery in the State. 



No engineer had been employed and the cost 
was fair as compared to the size of the plant, 
being a little less than $3000. Upon examina- 
tion it was found to be a very poor affair ; in fact, 
when compared to another where an engineer 
had been employed, one of precisely the same 
capacity and of very small additional cost, it 
was apparent, not only to the expert, but to 
the owners of the first plant, that they had 
lost $450 to $500 in the character of the ma- 
terial and workmanship of this plant by not 
availing themselves, at the outset, of the ser- 
vices of an expert in that particular branch of 
engineering. 

This little experience seems strange when it 
is stated that in both cases the same contractor 
was employed, and fifrther shows the restrain- 
ing influences which an engineer can have 
upon the contractors and their methods of 
working. 

There is still one other reason which should 
be urged in favor of the employment of a con- 
sultant in engineering work of any kind and 
that is urged out of fairness to the bidders and 
contractors. When tenders are asked upon a 
definite statement made by the engineer, ex- 
plaining the conditions and results expected 
as well as the manner in which those results 
are to be obtained, then every man offering to 
do the work for a stipulated price is placed on 
the same footing. It is a fair and equitable 
method and one by which the purchaser can 
by a simple comparison and without going into 
the merits of the machines or the ability of the 
contractor determine the lowest-priced m^ 
for the same class and character of work. 

It is possible that the main question has not 
been answered affirmatively in a very positive 
manner, but a careful reading of the reasons 
pro and con will undoubtedly prove to the 
owner the absolute use and necessity for such 
a profession in a number of cases, and further 
shows that in all cases there is a great proba- 
bility ranging close on to a certainty that the 
employment of the right man would be accom- 
panied bv the ultimate saving of money in 
time, trouble and oftentimes workmanship. 
H. J. Maloch^e. 



What is Adulteration? 

The State has a right in the interest of the 
public health— for each citizen can not main- 
tain a private chemical laboratory — to prohibit 
the use of unwholesome or deleterious sub- 
stances in the preparation of food, drink and 
medicines. In cases where it is practicable it 
may go further, and prohibit the sale of com- 
modities that are fraudulently named or 
marked, but thii power should be used very 
sparingly, because it is subject to abuse, and 
generally the citizen can and must protect 
himself, if a man's clothes wear out too soon 
he may go to some other shop ; it is of very 
little use to try to punish the dealer for over- 
stating the amount of wool in them ; he did 
not make them, and if his competitors sell all 
" wool " suits for ridiculously low prices he 
must do the same or get out of the business; 
besides, an article may be all wool and be very 
inferior; much of it may have been spun from 
ground rags ; it is doubtless wool, and it looks 
well while new, but it lacks durability. 
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But the State has no right whatever to pro- 
hibit the employment of new substances or 
new processes in the interest of particular 
trades or persons. And this Is what legislation 
on food adulteration comes to unless it is very 
carefully prepared and is managed by sanitary 
authorities, and not by the parties who are 
seeking restraining legislation to promote their 
own trade. The bills introduced into the Leg- 
islatures of this State and New Jersey regard- 
ing the adulteration of food have very much 
the appearance of being drawn in the interest 
of certain trades rather than of the general 
public. They should be carefully scrutinized 
before being enacted. 

We have objected to most of the oleomarga- 
rine legislation because it was designed not to 
protect the public health, nor primarily to 
protect the public from imposition, but almost 
entirely to protect the farmers, who make 
butter by an ancient process, from the compe- 
tition of the beef packers who manufacture it 
by a new and cheaper process. We have the 
same opinion of legislation to exclude glucose 
from food and drink; it is advocated generally 
by people who wish to sell the articles that 
glucose displaces. Natural glucose is pre- 
sumbably as wholesome as natural sugar, pos- 
sibly even more so ; it is less sweet and there- 
fore less valuable to the customer; whether the 
glucose of commerce is as wholesome as the 
sugar of commerce is a point on which medical 
testimony is required. When the manufacture 
of glucose began on a large scale the medical 
profession was disposed to attribute certain 
diseases, then attracting a good deal of atten- 
tion, to its use. The doctors may have been 
mistaken, as they often are under similar con- 
ditions, or the process of manufacture may 
have been improved. The National Academy 
of Sciences has given glucose a certificate of 
wholesomeness^ which carries conviction un- 
less it can be broken down. Unless Its state- 
ment can be refuted, no Legislature has any 
business to forbid its use on sanitary grounds. 

The manufacture of glucose is a perfectly 
legitimate industry. It furnishes a market for a 
oonsiderable quantity of corn, and it supplies 
an important article of export. Unless it can 
be shown, which we believe it can not be, that 
the product is injurious to health, the Legis- 
lature has no business to interfere with it, or 
to require the packages containing it to bear 
any marks that would prevent its sale. The 
waste products in the manufacture of glucose 
are a valuable food for stock, and it is par- 
ticularly unreasonable to interfere with its 
distribution. If the whole glucose business 
could be destroyed it would probably increase 
the business of the sugar and cane syrup 
makers, but no one will pretend that that 
would justify the destruction of the industry. 
If the glucose manufacturers should be willing 
to make terms with interests that are behind 
this pending legislation it would drop out of 
sight immediately, but the community can not 
afford to have its legislative machinery used 
in that way. The sale of compounded articles 
under trade names is as legitimate as any other 
business when the ingredients are not injurious. 
The customer gets that which answers his 
purpose at a material reduction in price, and 



he is not imposed upon, for trade name itself 
is a notification that the article is com- 
j)ounded. In the substitution of a cheaper 
article the public gets the benefit of the lower 
price, and in the absence of proof that it is 
deleterious the Legislature has no reason that 
it would care to avow for attacking it. — N. Y, 
Journal Commerce. 



The Work of Reciprocity. 

Negotiations for reciprocity arrangements 
with foreign countries under the Dlngley tariff 
law are likely to be interrupted as the United 
States enters upon a foreign war. Such an 
event may require a complete readjustment of 
tariff rates. Even if this readjustment was 
limited to the imposition of duties upon tea, 
coffee and a few other articles, it might re- 
quire the complete revision of some of the ar- 
rangements which have already been well ad- 
vanced by Assistant Secretary Day and the 
Hon. John A. Kasson, the special commis- 
sioner in charge of this work. The work of 
perfecting arrangements, regardless of any 
possibility of charge in existing laws, has 
proved difficult and only recently have drafts 
of several conventions been transmitted by the 
ambassadors and ministers here to their home 
governments. The United States are now 
awaiting expressions from these governments 
in regard to the proposed conventions. Some 
of them may be accepted without change, in 
view of the careful work done for the protec- 
tion of home interests by the ambassadors and 
ministers, but it will be contrary to usual 
diplomatic experience if several of these con- 
ventions are not returned with suggestions for 
amendment. It will then be necessary for our 
government to carefully consider the possibility 
of accepting such amendments without injus- 
tice to American interests, and further cor- 
respondence will be required with the foreign 
governments before the arrangements can be 
promulgated or submitted to Congress for ap- 
proval. It had required careful codgideration 
of every item before the United States have 
been ready to submit definite propositions, for 
it has been necessary to consider not only the 
whole volume of trade in particular articles in 
given countries, but the exact probabilities re- 
garding the portion which the United States 
might secure by a discriminating tariff or by 
lower rates. This has not been a simple mathe- 
matical question, but has involved problems 
relating to freight rates, methods of financing 
and the existing prejudices of consumers. In 
some cases, a yaere reduction of rates, even 
though the reduction was uniform for all coun- 
tries, would operate in favor of the United 
States, but in other cases such a change would 
not promise important results. 

Arrangements with the British West Indies 
have been well advanced for some time, but 
difficulty has arisen regarding the relations of 
these islands to the mother country. Great 
Britain has not been willing to see discrimi- 
nating rates made in favor of the United States 
which were not extended to her, but the 
large share which she already has in the 
colonial traffic has made this proposition a 
serious one in its effect upon the colonial 
revenues. It would be of great advantage to 



the British West Indies if they were able to 
obtain special concessions upon their sugar 
when exported to the United States. They 
are willing to offer material conoesslons to 
American textiles and machinery if they ob- 
tain the benefit of the market for their sugar 
in this country, but they hesitate to sacrifice 
the customs duties upon the whole volume of 
British traffic of this sort. It is probable that 
the whole matter will have to be adjourned 
until after it is determined wheth^ the United 
States shall go to war with Spain and what are 
to be the relations of the United States with 
Cuba, if she is admitted to the family of na- 
tions. The economic di8turl>ances in Cuba 
which followed the revocation of the reci- 
procity arrangement under the McKinley law 
and had much to do with promoting the pres- 
ent insurrection might not be mitigated if the 
British West Indies and other countries are 
given an advantage over Cuba in respect to 
the sugar tariff. The question of arrange- 
ments regarding . sugar is still further com- 
plicated by the agitation in Europe for the 
abolition of the bounty system. The prospect 
that France, Germany, Austria-Hungary and 
Belgium would abolish export bounties seemed 
quite promising a few months ago, but was 
marred by the indisposition of France to act 
with the others. Those who favor the aban- 
donment of this effort of the leading govern- 
ments to pull their sugar industry up by the 
boot straps have not given up hope, but they 
have naturally aroused the hostility of the 
recipients of the bounty. The danger which 
the latter still fear is indicated in a recent 
Vienna letter in the London Economist^ re- 
ceived at the State Department, which makes 
the following statements : 

^'The international plan of doing away with 
bounties on the export of sugar has caused a 
good deal of alarm among the Austrian sugar 
manufacturers. The Association of Sugar 
Manufacturers in Central Bohemia held a 
meeting to discuss the important subject. In 
this meeting the hope was expressed that the 
conference of Brussels will not have the de- 
sired effect, because France will object to giv- 
ing up its bounty in disguise, which amount^ 
to about three and a half fiorins per double 
cwt. Attention was called to the fact that if 
an international agreement fails, every effort 
must be made to prevent Austria from con- 
cluding a separate agreement with Germany 
on the subject, because Austria would be at 
a disadvantage against Germany, through its 
unfavorable geographical position, and be- 
cause Austrian agriculturists are still averse to 
the manufacture of sugar. The Austrian and 
Hungarian manufacturers have sent a joint 
deputation to the governments of Austria and 
Hungary to plead for the non-abolishment of 
bounties on the export of sugars, and if this is 
impossible and Austria can not hold herself 
aloof from the International desire for aboli- 
tion, the following stipulations should be 
made: That all countrl^ producing beet 
root sugar should abolish bounties on export; 
that all colonial States, including England, 
should join the convention, and promise not to 
grant their colonies any premiums; that the 
manufacturing season 1898-99 should be re- 
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garded as a time of transition, in which the 
old arrangements and the premiums remain 
unchanged, and that all countries signing 
the conyention agree to prohibit the use of 
saccharine for any but medical uses/' — New 
York Journal of Commerce, 

Coffee Duty and the Sugar Trust. 

New York, April 22, 1898. 

Editor The Journal of Commerce: I see from 
to-day*s newspapers that the Ways and Means 
Committee has finally decided to abandon the 
proposed duty on tea and coffee under the ab- 
surd plea that it ^' would tend to increase the 
cost of the necessaries of life/' This cry has 
been one of the Republican party's pet hum- 
bugs to catch the ear of the ignorant voter. 
Every coffee consuming country in the world 
levies a duty on coffee (even free-trade Eng- 
land, 3 cents per pound), as it is easily col- 
lected ; no evasions or frauds are possible, and 
it is so minutely distributed that the individual 
does not feel it at all. A pound of coffee pro- 
duces, as the general public prepares its coffee, 
about thirty cups, and 3 cents per pound 
would, therefore, represent ^V c^^t per cup; 
yet in deference to this ^' free breakfast*' hum- 
bug all sorts of other irksome makeshifts are 
thought of, such as 1 cent on telegrams, etc., 
chewing gum, mineral waters, stamps on poli- 
cies, probably on checks, etc,, and if possible 
later, an income tax. Everything is done to 
hamper commerce and throw the expense ag 
much as possible on the East, which, as is well 
known, bears the bulk of the government 
expenses. 

The true opposition, however, at this mo- 
ment can not be the '' free breakfast table,'' as 
sugar is taxed and largely enters not only into 
breakfast, but into every meal. The real ob- 
jection comes likely from that peculiar power 
known as the Sugar Trust, which was able 
during the last tariff discussion to ^^ hold up" 
final action for four months until it had secured 
an enormous stock of sugar ** duty free" and 
which did not then talk of a retroactive ** tax" 
(another name for duty) as it now does, when 
having out of spite gone into the coffee roast- 
ing business (with the sole object of injuring 
a concern that dared manufacture sugar), and 
were caught short of stock. Then it probably 
was recognized that as the ^^ internal tax" was 
applicable only to those coffees already here, 
and which had been brought in in good faith 
as *'free" under the distinct provisions of the 
"Dingley Tariff," any fair-minded tribunal 
would rule that it was only a play of words to 
say '• tax" instead of* duty," and that such 
'* tax" was therefore unconstitutional under 
the recent Supreme Court decision. 

It now becomes necessary to drop coffee off 
the tax list entirely, so as to get on an even 
basis with the Arbuckle and other concerns, 
and many will therefore think that the myste- 
rious influence which it is popularly believed 
this concern exerts at Washington was again 
convincing enough to persuade the committee 
to drop coffee and substitute in its place a 
multitude of annoying *' stamp duties." But 
anything to please the Sugar Trust ; yet what 
would the latter say if some one proposed a 
stamp duty on their proprietary ** Lion " brand 



package coffee? That would probably be 
called an outrageous proposal. 

No one doubts the justice of additidnal tax- 
ation on beer and tobacco, as these are con- 
ceded to be articles of luxury, and yet it is 
very questionable whether these are not also 
to the poor laboring man, in moderation, not 
only necessities but also a positive benefit or 
solace. 

On coffee the government not only receives 
the whole revenue as an additional income 
without extra expense, as the collecting ma- 
chinery already exists, but it even, under our 
system, receives more than it should, as it col- 
lects Euch a duty on the coffee weighed into 
instead, as it should be, out of the bonded 
warehouse, the importer thus paying duty on 
the moisture which evaporates between ar- 
rival and withdrawal for consumption. 

An additional argument in favor of a duty 
is also the probability that it would in great 
measure come out of the extortionate profits 
of the retailers, who exact 28 to 33 cents per 
pound from the consumer for coffees which 
cost them 13 to 16 cents. 

It does look as though lower Wall street is 
the place that has more to say concerning rev* 
enue questions than all the balance of the com- 
munity put together, and when the people 
finally fully realize this fact it will not do the 
dominant party any good.— ^' Coffee^''^ in N. Y, 
Jouimal of Commerce. 



Casting Gears in Balced Moulds. 

[A paper read by Gus. 0. Hbnnig before the Amerl> 
oan Sooiety of Meohaoical Engineers.] 

I think a word ought to be said in favor of 
cast gears, if they are made in the proper 
manner. As cast gears are generally made, 
when hot metal is poured in the result is any- 
thing or nothing— cracked gear or anytjiing 
else. The strength of such gears can not be 
determined except accidentally. But there is 
a way of making cast gears so that they will 
be nearly as good as the best cut gears,, and it 
is a very simple way. Take a cut pattern and 
mould it up in a material that will bake pretty 
hard; then leave the gear right in the mould, 
and put the whole flask and pattern in the core 
oven and bake it. The result will be that, as 
clay or sand expands less than metal, the ex- 
panding metal pattern will crowd the sand so 
that upon' cooling the pattern will lie loose in 
the mould, and it can be taken right out. The 
cope is then put on. and before the flask is 
cold the metal is poured into the mould, which 
is free from dirt or dust. The dust can be 
blown out with a blower if it is necessary, but 
there really is not suflicient dust in the mould 
to hurt the casting. The metal is put into the 
hot mould, and the result will be gear which 
Is sufficiently good to run in a printing press 
without any noise. These gears are used on 
printing presses, and people who use them do 
not know that they are not cut gears, because 
if the cut gear used as a pattern has the slight- 
est tool mark upon it, those tool marks will 
appear in the casting. Such gears are used 
at the present time. I think the patent on 
this method expired long ago. Such gears are 
strong. ^ the mould is hot when the metal 



is poured in, the shrinking or cooling strains 
are less, and the metal is not chilled so rapidly 
when it reaches the mould. It is, of course, 
chilled, but not so fast; and, besides, the hot 
flask, with all the material in it, helps to anneal 
the iron during the cooling process, so that an 
almost uniform condition of metal is obtained 
in the gear. In ordinary cast gears there may 
be anything but a true gear. There are shrink- 
ing and cooling strains, possibly a bad core, 
slight cracks in the corners, even though th^j 
are not shrinkage cracks. There are sur- 
face shrinkage cracks which are, I think, gen- 
erally disregarded, but they are of importance 
in considering the strength of a gear. Some 
loose material will perhaps get Into the surface 
of the gear, and as soon as the metal begins to 
wear down it will wear badly. 

There are other reasons why an ordinary 
cast gear is never as strong as the formula in- 
dicates ; and all formulae, except when applied 
to cut gear and annealed gear, should be 
empirical rather than rational, for the reason 
that the factor of uncertainty can not be 
readily applied to a mathematical — a rational 
— formula any easier than determining a few 
strengths of different gear empirically, and 
then using a formula constructed on those re- 
sults as a basis. But the method which I have 
described will give satisfactory results, and 
can be used for large and small* gears wit|i 
equal facility. These gear patterns require no 
taper, because the metal expands very much 
more than the surrounding material, and they 
can easily be lifted out without any trouble 
whatever, and the material surrounding tlie 
pattern being baked hard, of course has con- 
siderable strength, especially when the mate- 
rial has been saturated with some baking 
material or substance. There will be no diffi- 
culty whatever in doing that, and a gear will 
be obtained which is equally strong in all 
parts, and one which operates with uniformity. 
Any one who has seen printing presses run 
knows how perfect these gears must be in 
order to run smoothly for long periods of 
time without the slightest interruption. 

I know of gears 48 inches in diameter hav- 
ing been cast that way which ran perfectly, 
and the pitch line did not change, because 
when the material begins to cool down suffi- 
ciently to be a solid mass the clay or sand 
begins to cool with it, and the two go together. 
In the* first place the pitch diameter was 
changed by the expansion of the gear in the 
mould, but originally that clay was tight to 
the wheel; and on the other hand, the molten 
metal coming in will shrink a little more 
than the mould will afterward, so practically 
they are the same thing. The gears can not 
be heard when running, any more than cut 
gears. If that is true the gears mu9t certainly 
be run together so nicely that the variation of 
pitch diameter is immaterial. They can be 
seen running on all of the new presses 
of the Walter Scott Company, in Plain- 
field, N. J. They are putting them on all 
presses now, since about two years, and no 
one knows that they are using cast gears 
instead of cut gears, but they give the same 
satisfaction. They are experimenting now on 
larger gears. — Power and Transmission. 



Digitized by 



Google 



286 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 18. 



April 30. 

SUGAR. 

Open Kettle. 

Choice — »^ 
Strict Prime. 
Prime 



WEEKLY MABKET REPORT. 



1898. 



rally Fair.. 
Good Fair.. 
Fair 



Good Common 

Common 

Inferior 

Centrlfngnl. 

Plant'n Granulated. 

Off Granulated 

Choice White 

Off White 

Grey White 

Choice Yellow 

Prime Yellow ^..^ 

GoodYellow 

Seconds ........^. 

MOLASSES. 

Open Kettle. 

fancy. 



Choice ... 
Strict Prime- 
Good Prime ... 

Prime 

Good Fair — 
Fair. 



Good Common... 
Common „^^,,^^ 
latelor 

Centrlfngal. 

fancy .-.«. 

Choice . 



Strict Prime. 
Good Prime .. 
Prime......... 

Good Fair 

Fair. 



Good Common . 
Common ......... 

Inferior , 

SYRUP. 



April 23. 



2M(a8x 



r«j — 



2y@t 



c 



(a 
c 

c 
o 



12 S 18 
12 9 18 

— 9 11 

— O 10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
6 
4 



- '4 



-a- 



April 25. 

8%@8Ji 
8^««3M 
8M@8|^ 
8.^<@8Ar 

23i@8X 



4JH*A 



c 



S 
(a 



0) 

c 
o 



12 
12 



% 18 
« 18 
® II 



-a 



-«. 



April 86. 


April 27. 


April S8. 


April 29. 


Sams Day 
Last Year. 




_ 


— (14 


- «4 


-0- 






8^18 4 


8«98M 


f ■ 






8;iB8| 


5 






iUdifi 


8»4f8» 


5 






zymU 


8^38)^ 


S 






89i38)i 


8X883^ 


3 






3ft98,V 


8A38A 


3 


1 


1 


8.',9 8.^ 
8^«8X 


8nV«8,\ 
23i«8X 


1 
< 


4?<9- 


*««- 


-%iji 


-e4;< 


^S" 




- « — 


— w — 


- ( 1 - 


r:.f ~ 


-®4y 


- Q*¥ 


-«4K 


-(14J^ 


8U« - 


— (8 - 


-a - 


- n — 


- « — 

- d — 


-@ - 


_ ^_ 


— ^ _ 


— (1 — 


~ *.t: 


«i^|4A 


4^i }4iV 


-« - 


- <i - 


- <i8i< 


4J4H 


*A |4X 


4«a4A 

4A«4A 


f^"^> 


8HI8A 


«i^34H 


4r.94H 


4,'.< |4ft 


2Va4 


3¥94 


«Ji«4 


8J*«4 


2X i8,V 


«D 


« 


« 


• 


•8 


•o 


T3 


•o 


•o 




c 


S 


s 


s 


s 


J3 


J3 


J3 


J3 


•^ 




■♦f 


<«.» 


•M 


•a 


e 


s 


«o 


e 


e 


(a 


<a 


(fl 


(a 


tfl 


c 


c 


C 


c 


e 


o 


V 


0) 


V 


« 


o 


a 
o 


§ 


§ 


a 
o 


Z 


2 


?5 


sz; 


J? 


12 9 18 


IS @ 13 


18 H 18 


12 « 18 


-@ - 


12 < I 18 


IS @ 18 


12 ( 1 18 


12 ( 1 13 


-<l 9 


- V n 


-«l 11 


-a U 
— d 10 


- « 11 

— d 10 


-<l » 


— d 10 


— < 1 10 


-<l 8 


-« 9 

-« 8 


— <l 9 


— ( 1 » 


- ( ! 9 


-<l 7 


-(I 8 


-(18 


- ( 1 8 


-i « 


= J5 


— (1 7 


— (17 


-M 7 


-« 6 


-<l 6 


-i 5 


-(I » 


-08 


— < 1 6 


- d B 


-(I 6 


-« ♦ 


-• 4 


-« 4 


-• 4 


-a - 


-«- 


- -•- 


-«- 


-•- 


-a- 



TONK OF IdARXn At 

Closino or Wm, 



Strong. 
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SUGAR. 

Fair Refining, 89 ... 
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Granulated . 
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STOCKS. 
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RBCBIPTS AND SALES AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING APRIL 29, 1898. 
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Received ...» ...... 
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1,221,514 
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Strong. 



) Very firm. 



RBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLEANS FOR THB WBBK 
BNDINQ APR. 29, 1898. 

Bbls. 



Received 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

8,057 
-.. 7,428 



Clsait. 

584 
8,807 



RBCBIPT8 AT NBW ORLBANS FROlf AUQ. I, Z897, TO APR. 
29, 1898, coif PARBD WITH LAST TBAR. SAlf B Tllf B. 



This jeai « 
Last year.. 



Sacks Rough. 

«. 461,754 
«• 875,682 



Bbls. CLBA^• 

7,567 
9,088 



Sugar. 

The su^ar market was strong in tone 
at the end of the week, with receipts 
from plantations very good. Consider- 
able movement was recorded. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals dull. 



Rice. 

Receipts of rough rice were meagre 
and offerings light at the end of the 
week. The demand was suflacient to 
promptly absorb all tenders at full 
prices. Clean was strong with moderate 
offerings. 



5ugar in London. 

The raw [ market has been affected by the 
near approach of Easter holidays, and prices 
close rather below the highest point of the last 
few days. The recent important purchases of 
beet by the American refiners have given the 
mcich-needed stimulus to the market, and 
further transactions of a similar character are 
confidently expected. The position of sugar 
in^America shows greater strength than of 
late, the weekly receipts being much lighter, 
while the Cuban figures show a tendency to 
steadily decrease. Little or no alteration has 
taken place in the value of the cane sugar this 
week, there being an absence of business so far 
AS refining kinds are concerned, but grocery 
sorts, which are sparingly offered, have 
met with more inquiry and full to rather 
dearer rates have been paid for the lower 
and medium det^eriptions. Fresh supplies 
of this sugar come forward only slowly 
from Trinidad, while up to the present 
no arrivals of crystallized sugar from 
Barbados have taken place, the crop in that 
island being reported as seriously affected by 
drou>2^ht. The imports of crystallized raws to 
London for the week ending 7th inst. amount- 
ed to 844 tons, and for this year to 6,649 tons, 
against 10,805 tons in 1897. 



The market for home refined remains with- 
out change, and with only a limited supply of 
centrifugals on offer and a fair demand for all 
useful qualities, prices are unaltered. Conti- 
nental granulated was firm, and a large busi- 
ness vi^as done early in the week both for near 
and forward ship men! gat ^^d. to l>t>'d. advance; 
since then, however, the tone has become 
quiet and the advance has been lost. Cubes 
and cut loaf are in fair request and values are 
unchanged: the medium kinds still [show ex- 
cellent value, and should command a ready 
sale. Dutch and Austrian crushed have met 
with a better demand, and a fair business is 
reported at steady prices; while syrup and 
molasses are selling well at late rates.— P. M. 
Heview, April 5, 



5ugar in London. 

For reasons which are altogether obscure, 
the market has taken a downward turn, more 
particularly with speculative beer, on which, 
however, the basis of values is supposed to be 
fixed. ^ So far as the actual demand from the 
trade is concerned, business has hardly re- 
covered itself since the Easter interruption, 
and although a great many kinds of sugar are 
now as cheap again as they have recently been, 
buyers do not seem Inclined yet to anticipate 
their requirements. Unfavorable views have 
been taken of the small exports of German 
sugar during March, amounting, as they did, 
to only 90,000 tons, against 163,000 tons last 
year, while an additional causeof weakness in 
the market is to be found in the large receipts 
of sugar in America, the fear of war also caus- 
ing large exports of sugar from Cuba. A good 
deal of the disturbance to the otherwise fairly 
strong position of sugar arises, therefore, from 
an outside influence, unlooked-for, and, it may 
be hoped, temporary, and a renewal of confi- 
dence would speedily follow a return to nor- 
mal conditions. Transactions in cane sugars 
remain of a very limited character, only a small 
business having passed privately, principally 
in grocery kinds, at previous rates. The im- 
ports of crystallized raws to London for the 
week ending 14th instant were much heavier 
than of late, amounting to 2653 tons, raising 
the total for this year to 9302 tons, against 
12,463 tons in 1897. 



The refined market reopened on Tuesday 
with a very quiet tone for centrifugals, but a 
good business has since been done in yellows 
from 8s. 6d. to 9s. 6d., which now show ex- 
ceptionally good value and are well worth at- 
tention. White sugars still remain scarce and 
fully maintain their values. Continental gran- 
ulated has been slow of sale, and as some few 
parcels have been pressed for sale quotations 
are from ^d. to l>^d. cheaper for ready and 
near sugars, but about steady for forward ship- 
ments ; cubes and cut loaf are in fair demand, 
and prices remain quite steady, while Dutch 
and Austrian crushed, although cheap, are 
dull of sale; quotations, however, are un- 
changed. Syrup and molasses are in good re- 
quest at about previous rates.— P. 3f. Review^ 
April 1 6. 

Sweets In Queen Bess' Times. 

During the Elizabethan period there grew 
up in England a great national liking for sweet 
things. IN^ot merely was this seen in the gen- 
eral taste for sugar comfiture, but it was mani- 
fested in the general demand for sweet wines, 
the rich sherries, the chameco, the sack, the 
sugary almond- fiavored sack-posset, and other 
drinks of the same class. In drinking, as in 
eating, the increase of appetite for sugar grew 
by what it fed on. Though not a sweetmeat' 
in the strict sense of the term, ** sack-pos- 
set '* so largely represented the taste of that 
time for sweetness and fiavor that the recipe 
of Sir Fleetwood Shepherd, given by Mr. 
Howard Staunton in his Shakespeare notes, is 
worth quoting: " To make a sack-posset, take 
two quarts of pure good cream and a quarter 
of a pound of the best almonds. Stamp them 
in the cream and boil with amber and musk 
therein. Then take a pint of sack in a basin 
and set it on a chafing-dish till it be blood- 
warm. Then take the yolks of twelve eggs, 
with four of their whites, and beat them well 
together, and so put the ef^gB into the sack. 
Then stir all together over the coals till it is as 
thick as you would have it. If you now take 
some amber and mush and grind the same 
quite small with sugar and strew this on top 
of your posset, I promise you that it shall have 
a most delicate and pleasant taste.*^ There 
was another mixture of the same class called 
'* rambooz,'^ made of eggs, ale, wine and sugar. 
— Gentleman^ 8 Magazine, 
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WANTS. 



W« will pnblfeh In this columii, frae of duuge natll 
farther nodes, the i4>pUcmtioiM of all maiMiren* oror- 
Mtn, onglikeert and tnptf makers, and others who may 
he seehing poeitions in the conntrr. and also the wants 
of planters desiring to employ any m these. 

WANTED— BY A PIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
and engineer, fifteen years' experience in refineries 
and sogsr houses j can give first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HBNRY WBSTON, 740 Poydras street. New 
Orleans, La. 4-a6-98 

WANTED -BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 
tie, open pan and vacuum pao sugar maker, a 
position for this coming grindingseason ; best of refer- 
ences ctn be given. Apply to FELIX bERPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4*>7-9S 



ANTED— POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
assistant manager, time or book-keeper; could 



W 

take charge of a stable; I am a married man, 30 years 
old ; have good references as to hsbiu and capability ; 
all letters will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DEETRICH, Hammond, La. A-^f^ 

WANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box a, Natchitoches, La. 4-30-93 

WANTED— ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having experience. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sngar plantation; can give 
best of references as to ability and character. Adoress 
500, care Plantkr. 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar hotue engineers In the State is novr open 



for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street. New Orleans, 



La. 



4-6-98 



W 



ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 

would like an engagement for the comingseason ; 

recommendqrs the Dest in the SUte. Address J . FRANZ, 



Bnreka, St. Louis county. Mo. 



^4-6-^ 

WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Mutt be sober, understand the raising of 
poultry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
J. S. DARRAGH, Centerville, La. 4-5-98 

-RANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
plovers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
J. R. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, Ls. 4-4-98 



TTTANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 

VV the country near the city by a young lady; good 
Inferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
lerred. Address GOVERN ESS, this office. 4-8-98. 

•tXT-ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
^ ^ Painter ; can give good references. Address aoo, 
this office. 4.9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to takeoff a crop; can furnish good 
reference; has bad many years* experience. Adaress 
GEO. CODE, Sa ,No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 

3-29^. 



'IXTANTED-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ periencein heavy frsmlng and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work In build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug^r houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFPE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling; understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. E. 
MOORE, S85 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

3-35-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-16-^8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' EX- 
perienc* in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonials Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchange. 
B IS. New York. 3-17-98 



W A N T B D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wanU a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3-17-98 



fTTANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 

W large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of commnnicsting with an experienced mechani- 
cal sngar engineer, speclallv familiar with designing and 
* '■ ' beetsugf 



constructing the most modem mschinery for 

Slants. Giveagf 
ress, C. F., 1304 



plants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad« 
" ** N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-«6-g8. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacunm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop ; be«t of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H.J.5AVOY,PslnconrtviUe,La. 31898. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
Deer and machinist, to do repairs and take ofif 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Oanip street. New Orleans, 
La. 3-9-98 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES Po- 
sition at once ; has new process of ciiltivation and 
clarification ; write for further particulars, W.J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-90 



W 



references. 



ANTED — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take iob work ; can furnish good 
nces. Address W. C. H., this office. 3-5-98 



WANTED — EXPERIENCED GERMAN AGRI. 
culturist, beet sugrar culture a specialty, desires 
position; best references. Address Box 309, Irviogton, 
New Jersey. 3-5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
ice-house work ; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer ; can furnish good references. Adaress 
F. O. LtmJSNZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sngar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarizing ; habits strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana PLAifTaa. 8-ai-98. 



WANTED— A STEADY, INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sngar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling dnrinff the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repur work the remainder of the year; 
can furnish good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street. New Orleans, La. 3-33 98/ 



WANTED-BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a position as msnager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. s-33-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 38 years of age ; have hsd long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
Plantkr, 518 and 5S0 Gravler street, New Orleans, La. 

3-34-98 



WANTED— IRISHAMERICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, ocftirea posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, SUtion O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-8^ 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



WANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
season; first-class references furnished. Address 
Box 16, Ponchatoula, La. 3-26-98. 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boiler in some large factory. Best of refer- 
ences given. W. B., Box 6a, Donaldsonville, La. 
3-3»-98. 



WANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and sheet iron worker in country for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house ; long experience 
and arood references given ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
1 139 Orange street, New Orleans. 3*i5-97 



WANTED-A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man, city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SAJa)£RS, 130 North Franklin street, 
New Orleans. 3-10-98 



W 

chandise 

ences 

La. 



ANTE D— POSITION BY COMPETENT 



druggist, five years' experience, or clerk in mer- 
lise store ; single ; no bad habits; best of refer- 
. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jackson, 



3-io-g8 



"lirANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
V' considerable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desire positions for coming campaign ; the best 
of references on application. Address •* CftYsTALS,»* 
care Plantkr. 3-5-98 



TXTANTED- A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 

*^ chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the oetter it 
will suit;: he best of references. Address EXPERT, 
this office. 3-5-9S 



|TTANTED-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 

YY on a plantation ; has had many vears' experience; 
can furnish good references. Address' P. SINTES, 3431 
Chartrea street. 3-5-^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
^^ can furnish good references. Address WM. 
BER6ER, 1815 St. Antolne street. s-S*^ 



ANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
VT man; has had many years* experience; csn fur- 
nish references. Address WALTER DAILY, s6Mr 



W 



Daophine street. 



3-3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experience. Address G. HENNINGSEN, 518 Louisa 
street. a-3-^ 



WANTED-A POSITION ASl SUGAR MAKER 
tor 1898, by a boiler of experience ; best of refer- 
ences. Address JOS. J. LANDRY. Convent, La. 



WANTED- A GOVERNESS FOR A FAMILY 
m the country; middle-aged lady preferred. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 



TIT ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
* ^ and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street 

i-a4-9B 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
V T salesman and thorough accountant ; strictly 
sober: best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-34-98 



W 



WANTED-A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ', 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOB 
the cominr season. Have had five years' exf^ri- 
ence and can tnmish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. 1-90-9$ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, bv a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in rcAnery andf plantation work; be»t of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 804 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMIST OR SUGAR 
maker; h«is had five vears' experience as both; 
best of referenoes furnished. Address A., care this 
office. 1-17-08 



W 



ANTED- A POSITION AS CHIEF OR AS- 

T ▼ sistant ensrineer: has had fourteen years' escpe- 
rience and can furnish first-class references. Address F 



O. W , Lareauvrlle P. O., La. 



-18^ 



-WTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER: 
^^ has had seven years' experience ; can furnish good 
reference. Address H. L., 618 St. Louis street. i~ 1S98 



W 



ANTED— A FIRST-CLASS PLANTATION 
hostler. Address 156, care of this office. 

1-11-98 



WANTED — BY A FIRST-CLASS SUGAR 
maker, a crop to take off for the season of 1808; 
Ai references from former employers. GEO. R. DOUG- 
LASS, Covington, La. 1-11-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS STORE OR BOOK-, 
keeper or other clerical position on siigar plan- 
tation, by experienced and competent married man; 
speaka English and French ; references as to compe- 
tency, reliability and sobriety. Address MAX. P. O. 
Box 1066, New Orleans. 1-17-98 



FOR SALE. 

One 8 ft. diameter 100,000 gallons, Standard Double 

Effect, just built, never used. 
One to ft. Draining Wheel, with Boilers and Engine. 
One No. i Hersey Granulator, 6,000 pounds capacity per 

hour. 
One No. 3 Hersey Granulater, 3,000 pounds capacity per 

hour. 
One 6 Roller Mill, front 4% by 36, back 5 by aS, with 

Double Gearing and Engine, all on iron bed plates. 
One 3 Roller Mill, front a% by 36, with Double Gearing, 

on Iron bed plates, but has no engine. 
One 3 Roller Mill, 6 ft. by 40 inches. 

Part cash and balance on long time if aatis- 
factorily secured. Address by mall, 

JAMES S. WEBSTER, 

2303 Prytania Street. 
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UST OP 

MoCall Brothers. 
McCan A Legendre, 
Leon Godchauz, 

tmes Teller, 
Lemann A Bro. 
Leonce Soniat, 
Levis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Dsnlel Thompson, 
PoooA Bamett, 
R« C Warmoth. 
Lndns Forijth Jr., 
Edward J. Oay.^ 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
BadleRost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T«O.McLaniT, 
L. 8. Olark, 
J. B. Lerrinrt, 
olmMon Homor. 
W. B. Bloomileld, 

fW. W. Sutdiffe, 
ohaS. Moore. 
iaoi C. Mnrpliy, 
^Webre, 



5T0CKH0LDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Lnden Soniat, 

D. R. Calder, 
L. A Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ. Behan, 

tT. Moore, Jr., 
dwards A Haubtman, 
iohn A Morris, 
\, H. Cunningham 
R. Vlterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphj, 
Andrew Ptice, 

E. AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garkr, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A Woods, 
Bradish I ohnson, 
George r. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. MUes. 
IstAn A. Becnel, 

I, N. Pharr, . 
Jules J.Jacob, 



BZBCTmrX COMMfTTBB: 



Henry McCall. 

i Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

0. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



Notes froip Trinidad. 

In this issue of The PiiANTER there 
will be found an illustrated series of 
notes on the British West Indian Island 
of Trinidadjwrittenby Mr. P. E. Coombs, 
so well known to us in Louisiana, be- 
cause of his ori^nal researches into the 
mysteries of sorghum culture and sor- 
ghum sugar content of the canes made 
some years back at Mr. Daniel Thomp- 
son's Calumet plantation, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. Coombs has been out to l^rinidad 
in chemical control of one of the large 
sugar houses, where the Lillie multiple 
effect was recently installed, as has been 
described in this journal. Mr. Coombs 
is an excellent chemist, a careful ob- 
server and a good writer, and these 
occasional notes of his, jotted down 
now and then as some of the odd things 
of life in the tropics attracts his atten- 
tion, will be found quite interesting to 
all students of the sugar industry. 



Ttie Louisiana Cane Crop. 

Several days of warm and seasonable 
weather have occurred during the past 
week and the young cane has responded 
to their genial influences quickly and 
encouragingly. Some rain has been 
had, but more would not come amiss, 
the crop being still a little backward and 
requiring the warm and gentle rains of 
spring to change its somewhat yellow 
tinge to the green glow of active growth. 
Such deficiencies as the young cane 
exhibits here and there are trivial ones 
and will readily yield to the generous 
treatment which Mother Nature has now 
almost certainly in store, and the gen- 
eral prospect continues to be above the 
average. 



Tlie Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

The May meeting of this association 
will be held on Thursday evening. May 
12, at 8 o'clock, a* i^s usual meeting 



place 339 Carondelet street. President 
Rost has selected for discussion the sub- 
ject of *' The Comparative Advantages of 
Spring Planting and Pall Planting on 
Louisiana Sugar Plantations," and an 
unusually large and interesting meeting 
is anticipated. A great many of our 
planters, in fact all of them, are quali- 
fied to make instructive remarks on this 
topic, and it is one to which many of 
them have given earnest consideration, 
both this season and in previous ones. 
Dr. Stubbs will doubtless be present 
with his corps of scientists from the 
Experiment Station, and one of the 
most valuable and instructive discussions 
of the year will unquestionably be in 
order. 



May Days in Ante-Bellum Times. 

In our issue of April 16 we gave a 
number of interesting extracts from the 
diary of that distinguished gentleman 
and ante-bellum sugar planter, Mr. H. 
Octave Colomb, of St. James parish, 
whose recent death was referred to in 
our issue of February 26. 

Prom the same diary we now give our 
readers a lot of interesting data concern- 
ing sugar plantation matters in the 
month of May from 1851 to 1860, and 
we supplement these with extracts from 
the diary of that other St. James pioneer 
in Louisiana sugar manufacture, Mr* 
Valcour Aim6. Mr. Colomb's diary says : 

1861. 
May 1, clear, cold; ra toons, 18 inches bigh; 
com, 3 feet; cold weather for season; eleven 
2-horse plows in old ground ratoons; hoes in 
plant. 4. River falling rapidly, three feet 
below high water. 5. Cold; cane and com 
turned yellow by late cold. 9. Cloudy, warm ; 
showers in afternoon. 10. River falling rapidly ; 
cholera severe in Lafourche. 12. Fair sugars, 
6 cents ; reboiled molasses, 35 cents ; port, $15 ; 
com, 48 cents; cotton. 6 to 10 cents. 16« 
Peas coming up; com, five feet high; cane 
about t^ree feet. 20. River, 7>^ feet below 
high water. 80. Com tassel ing. 

1852. 
May 1, cloudy, warm; com four feet high* 
cane growing well ; ten 2-hor8^1ow8 in olJ 
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groand ratoons: hoes finished patting dirt to 
plant. 4. Very warm weather. 11. Bought peas 
at $1,873^ per bushel ; want rain much. 14. Com 
growing well; i»ne looks well; more ad- 
vanced than last year; that is plant; ratoons 
backward; peas coming up; pork $17 per 
barrel; fair sugars, 5 cents; com, 60 cents per 
barrel. 19. Twenty-six days no rain. 23. 
Light rain. 24. Drift passing; Wilkins place 
above overflowed. 29. Good rain to-day. 80. 
Enough rain. 

1853. 

May 1, cloudy; plant one foot high dying; 
cpm very good; ratoons very thick but small; 
light rain in afternoon. 4. All hands in new 
ground ditching and planting com. 5. Seven 
2- horse and four 1-horse plows in ratoons 
opening middles; rain enough; field begins 
to look green again; 70 arpents peas planted. 
14. Thermometer 90 deg. in shade. 19. Adam 
began to make hogsheads. 20. River rising; 
is vrithin three feet of top of levee. 22. Cane 
very backward, especially plant; com tassel- 
ing. 24. Thermometer 98 deg. 25. Clear, 
cool for season. 

1864. 

May 1, elear, cool. 2. Plows in ratoons 
opening middles cane backward, especially 
plant; river gone down three feet from this 
year's high • water. 6. Received one young 
Durham bull and two heifers from Kentucky 
for $300 7. Purchased ninety barrels lime 
at 90 cents from flatboat. 15. Crop growing 
very well since a week. 80. Some cholera 
along the coast. Cholera at Lapice since two 
weeks— lost fifteen negroes. 

1855. 
May 1, clear, warm; crop very backward, 
ratoons thin, com good, but wants rain; 
river low; fair sugar, 5>^; ten 2-horse plows 
in ratoons opening middles. 8. Crop very 
bad and suffering very much from drought: 
no rain for two months; cane dying. 15 
Pasture dried up; Some cholera on coast; 
Amedee lost one negro man and three chil- 
dren. 21. No rain since 8th of March; crop 
ooks abominable ; river near low water mark 
and falling j^ ground all cracked with drought. 
26. Cholera on many plantations. 31. Rain 
at noon, first since seventy-five days. 

1856. 
. May 1, fiooding rain. 3. 82 deg. in shade ; 
river low and rising; fair sugar, 7}4; molasses, 
38; plant cane looks well. 14. Too much rain; 
cane looks yellow and not growing. 16. 88 
deg. in shade. 20. Temperature 94 deg. at 3 
p. M. on front gallery ; cane coming up since 
the rain stopped. 23. Warm; temperature 96 
deg.; very warm weather Since a few days. 
25. Temperature 98 deg. on front gallery; 
much drift in river. 26. Want rain. 

1857. 
May 1, rain ; cane very backward ; river on a 
stand; sugar 11 cents, fair; molasses 63 cents, 
rebelled. 11. Cane growing slowly; com 
small; want rain; crop very backward. 
KBOUgh rain on 15th. Frost on 19th; cane 
tamed yellow by water and cold. 31. River 
, Tising slowly. 



1868. 
May 1, cloudy ; river rising to within one 
foot of high water mark ; woman gang work- 
ing on levee. 2. Plant cane suffering from 
drought. 3. Just rain enough ; river up four 
inches since 1st. 6. Crevasse in St. Charles at 
Mr. J. B. Labranche^s. 7. Plows in ratoons; 
planted peas. 8. River at highest water mark; 
crevasse at Kadorbe^s; Labranche not stopped. 
15. River gone down four inches. 21. La- 
branche crevasse about stopped. 

1859. 
May 1, warm, clear; 2. Rain, ratoons com- 
ing out sinoe a few days; field beicins to look* 
green; com very good; river on a stand. 7 
Flooding rain; crevasse in West Baton Rouge; 
14. Temperature 96 degrees on gallery; 
ratoons growing well; com good. 27. Bon- 
net Carre crevasse fifteen acres wide; one at 
Lobdell's in Baton Rouge. 

1860. 
May 1, clear; plows barring off ratoons and 
plant; crop improving; plant good; ratoons 
fair; corn good; river going up fast. 10. 
want rain ; crop backward. Good rain on 19th ; 
cane small for season : plums begin to ripen. 
25. Peas all up ; crop improved much since 
rain. 

Mr. Valcour Aim^'s diary says: 

1851. 
May 1, north wind. Begun ploughing 
plant cane in old ground for fifth time on 3d. 
Heavy rain on 4th. Size plant canes in new 
ground front four feet six inches to five feet 
six inches, and in old ground about four feet, 
and color not so good where there had been no 
pease. Stubbles in new land are fine, and in 
old land they measure about four feet six 
Inches with the leaves stretched up. River 
rises some on 28th, 29th and 30tli. Five men 
from Pittsburc: unloaded a coal boat of 3750 
barrels in nine and a half days. 

1852. 
May 1. began hauling wood from forest into 
back pasture. 4. Through working plant 
canes for the fifth time. Weather cloudy since 
three days, and threatening rain. 8. Plough- 
ing and hoeing stubbles for the fourth time. 
Weather too dry. Size of canes with leaves 
on the 24th : plant canes are fine and measure 
from 4 feet 6 inches to 6 feet. Stubbles having 
appeared late are from 3 feet 6 inches to 4 feet. 
River is 24>^ inches below high-water mark. 
28; Through the seventh weeding of plant 
cane at midday, and began to work the stub- 
bles for the fifth time. 30. Rain from 2 
o^clock in the morning until daybreak. 
Ditches and main canal overflowing. 

1853. 

May 1, light rain; planted 98 arpents peas, 
although ground was not wet enough. 8. 
Rained for two hours, and as much as needed 
for the last sowing of peas. 8. Peas well up. 
12. Through working plant cane with harrow; 
river has risen a little, not so high as in 1849; 
have had strawberries in abundance from 10th 
of April to 15th of May. On 20th and 21st, 
wind north, thermometer 14 deg. R. above 



zero. On 22d, wind north, «nd oold enough 
to wear heavy clothing in the morning; plant 
cane not very thick in row, but generally of 
the same height everywhere, and measures 
from 4 feet 6 inches to 5 feet, with leaves ; 
stubbles are very thick and have a very fine 
appearance; they measure 4 feet 6 inches, but 
are not as large as plant cane. 

1864. 

May 1, began ploughing and hoeing stubbles 
for the second time, ^ain on 5th during the 
whole day ^ Sowed peas on 6th ; cholera on 
Lapice plantation, M fatal cases. L4ght shower 
on 14th ; size of canes with leaves— pluit cane, 
from 3 feet 6 inches to 4 feet; stubbles are 
much larger, and measure 4 feet 6 inches to 5 
feet, some are 5>^ feet. Began ploughing 
stubbles for the third time on the 27th, and to 
hoe them on the 30th ; river has risen one foot 
since a few days. 

1855. 

May 1, stubbles mark the row. 3. Through 
ploughing the cane second time, and began 
ploughing com. Harrowing stubbles for the 
fourth time on the 22d. 



Free 5ite for a Central. 

Thibodaux, La., May 2, 1898. 
Editor Lovisiona Planter: I have 493 acres 
of fine sugar lands situated in Labadieville, 
Assumption parish. Will donate site for a 
central sugar factory to party or parties seekhig 
a desirable site of this kind. Any further par- 
ticulars can be had by writing me at Thibo- 
daux, La., or to Thos. A. Badeaux, Constitu- 
tion Convention Hall, New Orleans, La. 

C. G. Badeaux. 



Sorghum as Forage. 

The Chino (Cal.) Champion says it is now 
recognized that forage will be scarce this sum- 
mer. Vail & Gates, in order to meet the sit- 
uation and provide forage for their own exten- 
sive herds through the coming dry months, 
are arranging to contract for the raising of 
sorghum for feed. For this purpose they have 
received five tons of seed from Kansas, and 
will furnish it to farmers on the oontraotB. 
Vail & Gates will lease some of their own land 
for this purpose, and altogether expect to con- 
tract for 300 to 400 acres. They offer to pay 
for the cured forage $4 per ton, which we 
should imagine a very fair price. They ex- 
pect to feed the cured forage with beet pulp, 
which they say will give excellent results. 



Mr. John Hill, of West Baton Rouge, 
registered at the St. Charles on Tuesday. 

Mr. Louis Le Bourgeois, a prominent planter 
of St. James parish, was registered at the 
Cosmopolitan a few days ago. 

Mr. F. A. Lepine, a well-known gentleman 
from Lafourche parish, was registered with 
Mrs. Lepine at the Hotel Royal a few days 
ago. 

Mr. Chas. A. Bibbins managed the Total 
Wreck plantation of Mr. Baldwin, of St. Maiy 
parish, last season. Mr. Bibbins is a thorough 
all round plantation manager, and U familiar 
with all the details of the bnsiaess. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Ascension. 

[Special Oorreflpondenoe.1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: There is nothing 
of moment in the wind, weather or water line 
to record this week, save that the reputation 
of our local observer, Mr. W. D. Park, has 
been established as a prophet of the first order, 
or of the first water, might be more appropri- 
ately said. Several weeks ago, as duly re- 
corded in this column, Mr. Park predicted that 
the Mississippi would not reach a stage in ex- 
. cess of 28 feet above extreme Iqw water mark 
at Donaldsonvllle this spring. This point was 
attained last Saturday morning, and immedi- 
ately thereafter the yellow flood began to re- 
cede, continuing the process slowly but stead- 
ily up to date, when the gauge indicated a 
stage of 27.45 feet above low- water mark. 
Warm weather is here at last, and if an occa- 
sional rain will descend upon us we shall have 
the present measure of our meteorological as- 
pirations and desires fully gratified. 
. The foremost topic of interest in plant- 
ing and social circles this week has been the 
annual meeting and dinner of the Ascension 
Branch of the Sugar Planters' Association of 
Louisiana, which took plaoe Tuesday after- 
noon at the rooms of the association. The 
executive committee met shortly after 12 m., 
and was in session over half an hour, examin- 
ing into the finances and other internal affairs 
of the organization. When Hon. Henry 
MoCall, president, called the association to 
order there were present besides himself Cols. 

B. McCall, J. E. St. Martin and A. D. Vega, 
Capt. John T. Nolan, Drs. W. M. McGalliard, 

. J. D. Hanson and E. K. Sims, Messrs. E. N. 
Pugh, Walter I. Barton, Myer Lemann, C. 
Kline, Henry C. Braud, O. A. Bullion, L. E. 
Bentley and Secretary and Treasurer F. B. 
Lemann; and among those who came after 
the business meeting was over and the dinner 
in prospect were Judge Waltor Guion, Dis- 
trict Attorney Q. A. Qondran, Prof. R. N. 
Sims. Jr., Charles Maurin, Adolph Netter, W. 

C. Hanson, Sheriff S. H. St. Martin and Dr. 
J. G. Heard; while among those who had 
signed to come, but kept away by various un- 
avoidable circumstances were Messrs. J. P. 
Kock, E. H. Barton, Bernard Lemann, Capt. 
R, Prosper Landry. 

The minutes of the April session and the re- 
port of the executive committee were read and 
approved. The latter showed that the associa- 
tion has twenty -two full and fifty -five associate 
members, that the debts are all paid and a 
balance remains in the treasury, and that the 
present basis of receipts and expenditures can 
be safely continued. The executive committee 
also reported having authorized the house 
committee to renew the lease of the club build- 
ing another year and to continue the subscrip- 
tions to the newspapers, magazines and other 
periodicals now received by the association. 

The ball committee reported favorable 
prog^ress of preparations for the entertainment 
to be given on the 11th Inst., and the dinner 
committee said its rei>ort would bet^ady for 
disonssion at the appointed hour, 3 t, m. The 



president stated that at the suggestion of the 
dinner committee and in pursuance of his own 
inclinations in the matter he had addressed to 
the two living ex-presidents of the association, 
Hons. Wm. Porcher Miles and J. L. Brent, 
pressing invitations to honor us with their at- 
tendance at the annual meeting and dinner. 
Mr. Miles had replied in a sincere and cordial 
letter, expressing deepest appreciation of the 
invitation and keenest regret that failing eye- 
sight and impaired digestion rendered his at- 
tendance impracticable. He declared his great 
interest in the welfare of the association and 
undiminished friendship for the members, in- 
dividually and collectively, and hoped the 
A. B. S. P. A. would continue to live, 
grow and prosper. The letter was ordered 
spread upon the minutes. Gen. Brent had 
left New Orleans before his invitation 
reached there, hence no response from 
him was at hand. Mr. Kline moved that all 
the present officers of the association be re- 
elected, and although President McCall de- 
murred, the motion was adopted without other 
opposition. The officers and directors thus 
chosen to serve another year are as follows : 
Henry McCall, president; Bernard Lemann, 
first vice president; Dr. W. M. McGalliard, 
second vice president; F. B. Lemann, secre- 
tary and treasurer; J. P. Kock, R. McCall, 
Jno. T. Nolan, E. N. Pugh, R. N. Sims, J. E. 
St. Martin, C. Kline, and the officers above 
named, board of directors. President Henry 
McCall returned thanks for the compliment 
paid him in his unanimous re-election and ex- 
pressed hopes for a revival of interest in the 
association. The organization had in the past 
exercised very potent influence for the welfare 
of the parish and State, and the members 
should strive henceforth to sink their differ- 
ences and unite on common grounds to build 
up a strong sentiment to that end. The list of 
standing committees was examined and the 
president stated that no reason for making 
any changes therein was apparent. 

The communication from lady relatives of 
meml>er8 asldng the privilege of visiting the 
reading room of the association between speci- 
fied hours daily, excepting on Sundays and 
meeting days, was called up, and some oppo- 
sition to the application being manifested, it 
was withdrawn, the statement being made on 
behalf of the petitioners that if the sentiment 
of the association was not unanimous in favor 
of the granthig of the privilege sought for they 
did not devire the subject to be further con- 
sidered. 

On Mr. Kline's motion the house committee 
was empowered to take such action as might 
be deemed proper and advantageous with 
reference to supplying the club building with 
electric lights and tlxtures. The president 
appointed Dr. McGalliard, Mr. Kline and Dr. 
Hanson as the house committee, and there be- 
ing no further business excepting the dinner 
to dispose of, the association adjourned to the 
vicinity of the sideboard, where Cols. Dick Mc- 
Call and Tony Vega demonstrated their sltiU 
in the harmonious and palatable blending of 
sundry liquids by way of an overture to the 
banquet. 

Your oorrespohdent had hoped to present 



to-day an account of this veritable feast of 
reason and fiow of soul, but his screed has 
already grown to such a length that the rela- 
tion must perforce lie over for another week. 
Suffice it for the present to si^ that no previous 
dinner given by the A. B, S. P. A. was more 
prolific of enjoyment to the participants, or 
more beneficial and gratifying in its apparent 
effect upon the welfare of the association than 
that of Tuesday last. It came just in the nick 
of time to serve as a celebration of Commodore 
Dewey^s glorious victory at Manila, and the 
hope is expressed that the ball next week will 
bear a similar relation toward a triumph quite 
as brilliant at Porto Rico or Hayana. There 
are perhaps few portions of the country where 
the patriotism of the people is greater than in 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[Special OorrespoDdenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather dur- 
ing the past week has not been as favorable as 
it could have been. There were several windy 
days and a deficiency in moisture. The rain- 
fall during the month of April was 2.40 inches. 
The lowest temperature was on April 6, when 
the thermometer registered 58 deg., and the 
highest on April 16—88 deg. The young com 
and cane have grown very little, and seem to 
be waiting for a rain, which all hope will soon 
fall. The application of fertilizer continues. 
Some early com has been laid by and pease 
planted in it. There has been very little im- 
provement in plant cane, but the stand of 
stubbles is all that could be desired. 

Mr. Leonce M. Soniat, one of the most pro- 
gressive planters in the State, drove us over 
his fine properties— Whitecastle and Cedar 
Grove — recentiy. On the latter place there is 
some complaint al>out the spring plant, but 
even there the stand is much better than on 
most places, while on the former place it is 
splendid. Mr. Soniat has only a small acreage 
in com, for he has found that cane can be 
successioned with good results in light soils 
where pease are planted in the cane rows 
when the canes are laid by. With this. end in 
view Mr. Soniat fertilizes heavily and keeps 
the better part of his stubble the second year, 
and it is in this second year's stubble that the 
pease are planted. The second yearns stubble 
averages over twenty tons per acre. The 
succession plant cane yields about as well as 
that planted in land that had com and pease 
the year before, while this year the stubble 
from last yearns succession cane is the best on 
the places. Mr. Soniat will this year hare his 
railroad tap the railroad of the Whitecastie 
L. & S. Co., so as to reach the cane of the 
farmers in Baltimore tract back of Whitecas- 
tie. 

We were given an instance last week of the 
success attending the earnest efforts of a good 
tenant and his family on a large sugar planta- 
tion in this parish. In 1894 an old Colored 
tenant died, and a white miin then filling the 
position of hostler on the place was persuaded 
to take the colored tenant^s place,- the 
planter lending him the money necedsary to 
buy out the heirs of the colored man. . The 
white man persevered, and wad able, assisted 
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by his children, among whom were two boys, 
aboat grown, and notwithstanding the low 
price of cane which followed his advent in the 
cane business, managed to live and meet his 
obligations and. make comfortable provision 
for two children, who got married. At the 
close of last year the tenant had eight fine 
large mules, with the necessary carts, plows, 
implements, feed, etc., to make a crop this 
year, all paid for, and $1000 in bank. This 
was done in four years, and two of these all 
will admit were hard ones on those interested 
in cane. Of course every one can not 
expect the same success, but why should 
young, able-bodied men be seeking $80 to $40 
clerkships, when they have such opportuni- 
ties ^ the above, in an industry equally as 
honorable, and not any more laborious, open 
to them, is a hard nut to crack. 

Mr. Thomas E. Matthews, of Rosedale, La., 
has sold his Trinity plantation of Bayou 
Grosse Tete to Mrs. Aloysia Webre, of St. 
James parish. In ante-bellum days Trinity 
belonged to Dr. George W. Campbell, and sub- 
sequently to the late Emory Olapp. It con- 
tains a superficial area of 1200 acres, and is 
splendidly located for a central factory. 

IBBBYILLB. 



gratification of the planters is the fact thJEit the 
sugar market has stiffened up recently and 
firm prices are looked for next fall. 

Complaints are heard here and there of cut 
worms, which are destroying the young com. 

There will be a reduced cotton acreage here 
this year, but the cane acreage has been cor- 
respondingly increased. 

All plantations report an abundance of labor. 
The hands seem perfectly satisfied with the 
prevailing scale of wages. 

Although not badly needed, a heavy shower, 
followed by continued clear weather, would 
prove acceptable to West Baton Rouge. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondence. | 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The meteorologi- 
cal conditions that have prevailed here during 
the past two weeks have been highly satis- 
factory to the planting community. The 
streak of favorable weather was badly needed 
to enable the planters to catch up with their 
work, which had fallen behind earlier in the 
season owing to the incessant rains then pre- 
vailing. It is quite safe to say that more field 
work has been done during the past two weeks 
than in the whole month prior thereto. The 
mornings and nights are still somewhat cool , and 
cane is not, therefore, growing as rapidly as it 
will later on with hotter days. Despite the fact 
that we are now in the month of May, the exact 
status of the growing crop is not as yet alto- 
gether clear. From the first, stubble and fall 
plant have been promising, but of late more or 
less complaint has been heard as to spring 
plant, which seems to have suffered consider- 
ably by the wet weather of the early spring. 
It is but proper to state, however, that the 
majority of these complaints relative to spring 
plant come from the lower portion of the par- 
ish. In this connection the fact is recalled 
that last year the crop in that section was not 
as good comparatively as that in the middle 
and upper sections. It may be that in this 
particular matter history will repeat itself this 
year. Be this as it may, it is quite certain 
that the crop — i. e., stubble— is not as promis- 
ing as it was a month or so ago. 

In the upper portion of the parish several 
planters claim that their cane is as promising 
now as at any time since this crop began io 
grow. 

The river has been falling here during the 
past week and all danger of high water seems 
over. For this blessing our people are de- 
voutly grateful. 

Another thing that has conduced to the 



Assumption. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has at 
last seemed to come to the conclusion that 
winter was over. To-day and yesterday were 
warm, and last night was the warmest that .we 
have had for some time. With the end of 
April there seemed to be a termination of the 
cool weather that has so distressed the good 
farmers and nuide them long for a change. 
April was very trying, every rain bringing in 
its train cold days and cooler nights. In con- 
sequence the crops have not grown as rapidly 
as we had hoped, and as a result of the cool 
snaps the leaves of the cane were not of that 
bright green tint so welcome to the eye. A 
cool spring, so many say, is favorable to the 
crops, particularly to the com. Speaking of 
com there has been some of it already laid by 
in good shape. The com crops of Messrs. 
Oscar Himel and Charles Boudreaux are ex- 
ceptionally forward and promising. 

The dry weather has enabled a large amount 
of field work to be accomplished, and the 
planter is up with the crop. The plant cane 
is beginning to tiller, or sucker, but in many 
places it will have to sucker wonderfully well 
to furnish anything like a good stand. 

Mr. Honore Dugas has moved into his new 
house, while work on the residences of Messrs. 
Munson and Godchaux are being pushed 
rapidly to completion. Mr. Clarence Barton, 
on Little Texas, is erecting a new house that 
promises to be a model of comfort Jand con- 
venience. These new residences show that all 
of the improvements are not being put in the 
sugar houses and machinery, a charge so often 
made by the gentler sex of the planter^s 
family. 

A crevasse in our neighboring parish fur- 
nishes food for reflection, and illustrates the 
folly of levee-building on the present lines. 
The engineers speak of it as a small matter, 
but to the people who lose their crops it is a 
matter of deep and serious moment, and the 
pooh-pooh of the engineers is not reassuring. 
Experience shows plainly that unless some 
other method is adopted in connection with 
the levees that the lands in the lower part of 
Lafourche will be flooded whenever there is 
even moderately high water. Unless the lower 
part of the Lafourche is cleaned, we will have 
this trouble every year, and there will be 
injury wrought on people least able to stand 
it. True, looking at it from a selflsh stand- 
point, we people in Assumption have nothing 
to complain about; to be sure, we are not hurt 



by the breaks there; at the same time it is u 
gross piece of hi justice to see these people over- 
flowed annually, and at the same time they are 
taxed for protection (?) from overflow. They 
must be patient and long-suffering to quietly 
submit to a system that really makes an over* 
flow a matter of certainty, although the upper 
part of the parish of Lafourche and the whole 
of the parish of Assumption is hi no danger* 
We write this in no spirit of fault-flnding, bat 
we believe that it is time for something to be 
done that will avert the danger to this section 
of the Lafourche valley. The present system 
alone is a pronounced failure, so far as the 
lower part of Lafourche is concerned — theo- 
retically it is beautiful, practically they are as 
surely overflowed as they ever were. The 
scouring process seems to be limited to the 
levees that are surely secured with each new 
crevasse. The dredging is done at the wrong 
end and crevasses follow, and will continne 
to do so when we have a stage of water that if 
not considered dangerous at Vicksburg, Don- 
aldsonville or New Orleans. The basin flllf 
up and the levees there break. But of this, 

More Anok« 

Terrebonne. 

[Special CorrespoDdenoe.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Thus far May has 
been extremely propitious for the growing 
crop (although a little more moisture in the 
soil would have proved advantageous). The 
weather has been the warmest of the season, 
particularly at night, and the fogs and heavy 
dews have invigorated the cane and com in 
the absence of rain* Some clamor for rain 
and others again are content to have such an 
opportunity to hasten the cultivation of their 
flelds and free them of all extraneous vegeta* 
tion in the early stages of growth when the 
work can be performed rapidly and at small 
cost. 

Although the temperature of April was over 
4 deg. below the normal and the rainfall scant, 
yet the crop prospect thus far is above the 
average with ratoons, with many sound eyei 
yet to germinate. In fact, in many flelds the 
stand of stubble is now better than the plant 
cane at this time last year. Bar a long spell 
of wet weather, accompanied by supersatura^ 
tion, and there will be' an abundance of ratooni 
to insure a splendid cro^). Every effort in the 
fields should be made to counteract the in 
jurious effects of rains. 

Ten years ago the crop was curtailed by a 
wet cultivating season in some parts of the 
State, and 1874 was disastrous from the efieots 
of rains from the first week in May until the 
storm in October. The crops, both cane and 
com, want to be cultivated to prepare the land 
for extensive root development and ramifloa- 
tion. An examination of the stubbles disclotee 
the fact that they are suckering rapidly, and 
new roots are appearing at the base of the 
young canes. To have the earth in a friable 
condition to receive the young roots is essen- 
tial to stalk elongation early in the season, on 
which so much depends in harvesting a heavy 
tonnage. The fields of cane and CQm gener- 
ally httve a good color, and the latt^, where 
early planted, with, the land in good order 
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will ere long be large enough to receive the 
laying-by workinic. 

AbOQt all of the latest planted canes have 
been scraped, and some are yet fertilizing, the 
plant cane areas and stnbble, also com in some 
Instances. Middles are being ploughed out 
and the cultiyators are now passing over the 
fields to destroy vegetation and pulverize the 
soil. In a few days a seasonable rain, followed 
by warm, fair weather for ten days, would 
prove of marked advantage; yet the absence 
of rain will prove infinitely better than too 
much, as crops checked by the want of moist- 
ure have a wonderful "recuperative power. 
The injury from an excess is almost always 
lasting. 

The crops recently seen by the writer on 
Concord, of Col. Wm. Intinor; Belle Farm, of 
Mr. C. W. Bocage; Roseland, of Mr. J. D. 
Minor; Argyle and Crescent plantation, of 
Messrs. Bonvillain Bros., and Southdown, the 
estate of the late Mr. H. C. Minor, are prom- 
ising, although here and there indifferent 
fields can be seen, but such is the case every 
year. 

The dredgeboat W. L. Shaffer was to com- 
mence work anew on Monday. The private 
dredge on Southdown has reached the main 
canal, and the Bayou Tiger is to be dredged 
for some distance below. 

The official record for April from Schriever, 
gives a total precipitation of 2.82 inches, max- 
imum of temperature, 87 deg. on the dOth, and 
minimum of 87 deg. on the 8th. 

Temperature. Rainfall 
April 26 85 



26.. 
*' 27.. 
" 28.. 
" 29.. 
« 80.. 



85 


55 


80 


62 


88 


44 


81 


48 


81 


52 


87 


56 



.01 



Wednesday of last week, bright and cool; 
Thursday, fair with south wind, also Friday 
and Saturday; Sunday, cloudy and warm; 
Monday, elouds and sunshine, with warm 
south wind; Tuesday and Wednesday, fogs, 
with bright sunshine later. 

Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 

[Special Corretpondenoe.1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
been very dry, hot and windy for the past 
week. The general crop condition is much 
Improved over last week. Cane is growing 
rapidly and though the stand is not perfect, 
yet it is believed that it will be shortly. Com 
is looking very well considering the backset 
that it received from the cool weather. Cot- 
ton is coming up in some sections and is look- 
ing healthy. Rice planting is progressing sat- 
isfactorily and will in a short while be finished. 
The present prospects on the whole are all that 
conld be asked for at this season of the year. 
It is true the chinch bug has been and is now 
committing its deadly ravages on the com, but 
through the kindness of Col. Joel Moody, 
editor of the Bepublican Idea of this place, 
the chinch bug infection has been introduced 
here from Kansas and a thorough trial will be 
given and its merits tested. The colonel sent 



a number of the bugs to the Kansas University 
and had them infected and retumed to him 
and he gave the infected insects to the farmers 
wit^ instractions how to use them to the 
desired end or to obtain the desired results. 
Following is a partial outline of instructions 
given out by the University of Kansas for the 
successful infection of the bugs both in a box 
prepared for that purpose and in the field 
where the bugs are operating: ** Make a box 
of Ji inch material (matched white pine is 
best), and about 24x86x6 inches. Make the 
cover !tight fitting, se that the bugs can not 
readily escape. Weather strips tacked about 
the upper edges of the box, so that the cover 
presses tightly against them when closed, will 
be found of service in keeping the bugs in. 
A heavy chalk line drawn all around on the 
inside the box will also prevent the bugs 
from crawling out. Place the boxes so as to 
exclude them from the sun and wind — a base- 
ment room is a good location. Sprinkle the 
boxes thoroughly with water inside and out. 
Place an even layer of garden soil in the 
boxes, half an inch deep. The soil should be 
free from leaves or anything liable to decay. 
Sprinkle the soil until it is moistened through, 
but not muddy. Put a thin layer of green 
wheat or com over the soil in the boxes and 
distribute over this, at regular intervals, five or 
six of the white fungus-covered bugs. Now 
put into the boxes healthy bugs from the field 
until they are somewhat crowded, but not 
packed ovjer one another. Lastly, listen and 
close down the cover. Examine the boxes 
daily, and sprinkle the sides and soil as often 
as they appear to be getting dry. Do not, 
however, make the soil muddy. As soon as 
the white fungus- covered bugs begin to in- 
crease in your boxes you may commence to 
gather them' for the infection of your field, but 
not t>efore. You should be able to do this in the 
course of a week. Always leave a few fungus- 
covered bugs in your boxes for continued in- 
fection. Replace the wheat or com as often as 
it becomes yellow and keep the boxes re- 
plenished with healthy bugs. 

When the bug is infected by the minute 
parasitic plant which enters the body of the 
bug and kills it by feeding upon it, they are 
then ready to be scattered among the bugs in 
the field. They should be scattered where the 
bugs are thickest, in the axiles of the leaves 
and at the base of the stalks. This destroyer 
has been used very successfully in Kansas and 
a through trial will be given it In this parish 
by a number of the leading farmers. The in- 
fection can be had of Chancellor F. H. Snow, 
of the Kansas University, Lawrence, Kas. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The low tempera- 
ture which prevailed on the 27th and 28th 
ultimo was sorely felt by the cotton planters. 

The cool nights and the mornings, with the 
wind from the north during the day, has had a 
tendency to parch the young cotton plants In 
many places, interfering very considerably 
with the stand by leaving gaps in the rows, 
which will have to be replanted to get a per- 



fect stand and a full crop of cotton to the acre 
planted. 

The com crops of this and the adjoining 
parishes, from what can be learned at the 
present writing, are making a flne\growth. In 
a few instances noted it is learned that some 
of the earliest planting of com tias been laid 
by, and pease planted preparatory to planting 
cane next season. 

I notioed, while passing through tiie Pow- 
hontas plantation last week, on the train, a 
field of fine oats waviz^ to the breeze, and now 
beginning to head. There must have been 
some thirty or forty acres to oats In the 
field, something not often witnessed here in 
the Southland. 

Begardless of the changeable season, cane 
has made a very remarkable growth. 

The real beauty about the plant cane is the 
even and perfect stand now visible above the 
earth. So far no reports have been received, 
from any one planting cane in this and 
neighboring parishes of bad stands, nor of 
gaps in the cane rows, which may be classed 
as a rarity not met every year. 

Stubble cane is now beginning to show up 
in a manner to delight all who may in any 
way.be interested in the production of the 
juicy cane. 

In regard to the improvement of the coun- 
try, while it can not be said in the strict sense 
of the word to be on the boom, there is how- 
ever a never-ceasing current of improvement 
going on in building and field work. Among 
some of the notable enterprises now to the 
fore is the construction of a line of railroad 
from Marksville to Alexandria, a distance of 
twenty-eight miles, traversing a section of 
country rich in its timbers and soil and fitted 
by nature for the profitable production of 
sugar cane. The Planter's scribe was in- 
formed to-day that Messrs. P. Butler A 
Smith, of Cheneyville, had purchased the Lu- 
nenburg plantation, situated near Loyd, Ba- 
pides parish. Lunenburg is composed of a 
fine body of cane land, watered by Bayou 
Boeuf, and has on it an open kettle factory, 
and the pl|u$e having direct connection 
through a system of tramway tracks to the 
Meeker sugar factory. The Lunenburg open 
kettle mill has not been mn for some years. 
The present proprietors, Messrs. Butler & 
Smith, are both of them up-to-date planters, 
who know how to grow not only a big tonnage 
of cane per acre, but just how to get the 
greatest amount of sugar into each and every 
ton of cane grown. 

Mr. Chas. O'Quinn informed me on the 80th 
ult. that he and his brother, W. L. O'Quinn, 
of Berwick P. O., had recently acquired by 
purchase the King plantation, bordering on 
the west bank of Bayou Boeuf, and just inside 
the parish of St. Landry. If there is such a 
thing as luck the O'Quinn Bros, might be con- 
gratulated on the lucky score they made when 
purchasing the King plantation, for, in its 
soils for the production of cane, com and cot- 
ton, it is considered the equal of any place in 
the country. Being near the Augusta Sugar 
Company, Limited, the Messrs. O'Quinn will 
make it a point to work their newly acquired 
fields into cane as rapidly as possible, oom« 
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menciiig with next season. This year the 
place is planted to com and cotton. 

May came in warm and blustery, and I see 
some of the prominent weather prophets have 
it tliat this, the month of May, will be a dry 
month, but we will all know more about that 
when the last day has past 

Late reports from Cottonport and vicinity 
say that present prospects indicate a rich har- 
vest of cane, com and cotton. The indications 
are now for rain during the week. Erik. 



St. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Oorretpondenoe. 1 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The spring weather 
which has been prevailing for some time is, as 
ever, beautiful. The luxuriant vegetation now 
in full bloom is exceedingly fine. The many 
trees and shrubs which the dreary fall left des- 
titute and bare have again regained their ver- 
dant aspect and are once more thickly clad 
with a coat of leaves which affords us such a 
pleasant shade. The crops are growing with 
marked rapidity, and with the help of 
a very beneficial shower which we had a little 
over a week ago, they have been making good 
progress, but almost all the good that was to 
be derived from that last rain has been felt, 
and now we require another like it to continue 
its e&cts and thus temporarily satisfy the cul- 
tivator, who is always in need of something. 

Still the present stand of the crop is some- 
what backward for the season. Owing to a 
number of cool days and nights vegetation has 
been somewhat checked and its course re- 
tarded. This chilly weather has been very 
injurious to the rice crop, so much so as to 
oblige many of the early planters to again sow a 
second crop, as veiy little if any of their first 
seed proved good. Messrs. Gallery Bros., 
of Convent, La., who have rented the £lma 
plantation on the right bank since January 
for rice cultivation, have recently made ar- 
rangements for securing the adjoining St. 
Alice plantation of Mr. Beltram, which is also 
to be used for the same cultivation. Mr. L. 
E. Gallery seems to be well encouraged with 
the rice prospects, although he has had to sow 
over one hundred arpents which had not 
sprouted. 

From what we can judge Mr. N. P. HimePs 
Wilton plantation has one of the finest crops 
up to date. He has a few acres that are easily 
seen in the distance and the stand seems very 
good, as the growth is very thick, and if what 
we see is a fair sample of his average crop, 
Mr. Himel will be fully rewarded for his ear- 
nest efforts and his sugar house will be well 
tested by the grinding of cane. 

The Colomb Park tract of land, which was 
not cultivated last year, has this year been 
leased to some petty cultivators of White- 
hall settlement. A large part of it has 
been planted in com and the rest in cane. 
This soil is very good and the sprout- 
ing of both crops seems to have been effected 
by magic power. The slowly rising river 
seems to have now reached its highest point 
and has already found the way back, sliding 
silently down from our levees and uncovering 
our large banks. Although no danger what- 



ever has been apprehended, still the seepage 
water has made its way all along the levees, 
and in some places the wave- wash is very bad, 
necessitating attention at the slightest rise of 
the waters. Since the declaration of war 
government levee inspectors have been placed 
all along our embankments at every fifteen- 
mile section. 

The extensive repairs of the Uncle Sam fac- 
tory are rapidly advancing. We have heard 
that double effects would be put up this year. 
Mr. Jacob has purchased the slate roofing out- 
fit and other articles of the Belmont factory, 
and expects to have his sugar house as well 
fitted as possible, sparing neither time nor 
money in building up what he expects to be 
the pride of his plantation. Convbkt. 



Trade Notes. 



The Lottislaiui Distillery Compeny, Uiil- 
Ited.— This concem, ably officered by well- 
known business men, is now in the market foi 
that white elephant on the hand of the sugar 
planter— low grade centrifugal molasses. The 
problem of what to do with this by-product of 
sugar manufacture has vexed those engaged in 
the business for a long time, and many have 
been the solutions proposed without any ade- 
quate relief being obtained. It has been in 
many instances thrown away, as our readers 
know to their cost, and a purchaser ready to 
take it in any quantity and at a reasonable 
price is certainly deserving of a hearty wel- 
come. The Louisiana Distillery Company, 
Limited, office 818 Tchoupitoulas street, New 
Orleans, is not only in the market for this mo- 
lasses, but it is in the market all the time. It 
willfumish tank cars for handling the mo- 
lasses expeditiously and economically, run- 
ning them right on the sugar-house switches 
and conducting the whole business in a quick 
and business-like manner. 

Mr. S. F. Heaslip is president of the com- 
pany, Mr. 0. Crawley, treasurer, and Mr. John 
C. Parker, vice president and general manager. 

The Living Age.-^The sketches by Paul 
Bourget, which have attracted attention Ss 
presented in translation in The Living Age, 
will be followed by one or two delightXul 
groups of sketches by that other master of 
style, Pierre Lotl. These are specially inter- 
esting just now because they relate to Spanish 
life and character. 

In its issue for May 28 7%« Living Age will 
begin the publication of the most striking 
Ei^glish serial of the year, ^*John Splendid, '^ 
by Neil Munro, now in course of publication 
in Blackwood^s Magazine. The Living Age 
has bought the right to print this story from 
the owners of the American copyright, and 
will continue its publication in weekly instal- 
ments until it is completed. 



(Advertifcenient.) 

To Sugar Manufacturers. 

To grow a crop of cane is one thing, and to 
manufacture the cane after it has reached ma- 
turity is another. The first problem we do not 
care to discuss, simply because we know nothing 
about it, but the successful operation of the dif- 



ferent lines of machineiy used in the manufact- 
ure of sugar we know something about, and the 
kind of belting which should be used to keep 
these machines in operation without stoppagef 
we Iraow all about. It makes no difference if the 
sugar house is equipped with the beet and most 
costly machinery made in the world, and 
coupled together with poor belting, the mon^ 
and the superiority of the machinery will be a 
failure. If you have the finest Corliss engine 
made and it is belted with poor belting it will 
be of no more account than \he cheapest thing 
you could buy. Now, to have everything 
match and be able to run night and day with- 
out unnecessary stoppage, buy your belting 
either leather or rubber of the Charles Munaon 
Belting Company, and you will get something 
that will stand the most severe tests. See our 
advertisement in The Louisiana Planter, 
and we will live up to every assertion made 
therein, viz.: Our belting both leather and 
rabber will last yon 25 per cent, longer than 
any other manufactured in the United States, 
and if not so proven after use we will make 
the same to yon free of charge. 

Charles Munson Belting Compant. 



Correction. 



In The Planter of April 28 and April dO ap* 
peared an advertisement of the Oaklawn Sugar 
Company, in which they advertised for sale, 
among other things, a two-roller mill. By one 
of those strange freaks of the type which some- 
times occur in spite of the greatest care, this 
mill was advertised as being 44 inches in diam- 
eter and 7 inches long. It should have read 
7 feet long, as the intelligent reader has doubt- 
less already perceived. The advertisement 
appears this week in proper shape and we 
strongly counsel all those who contemplate 
making a purchase of second-hand sugar 
house apparatus to take the matter up with the 
Oaklawn Sugar Company, of Irish Bend P. 0.^ 
Bayou Teche. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Bush, of Terrebonne 
parish, were at the St. Charles Hotel during^ 
the past week. Mr. Bush is the manager of 
the Terrebonne Sugar Befining Company, near 
Montegut, and is steadily increasing the effect- 
iveness of the immense plant wliich consume* 
a vast amount of -Terrebonne parish sugar cane. 

Col. L. S. Clarke, of Lagonda, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago, as is customary 
with him about once a week, and put up at 
Colonel Blakely's hospitable house on St. 
Charles street. 

Mr. Ed McCollam, a fine sugar planter and 
highly cultivated gentleman, was a guest at 
the St. Charles on Monday. 

Mr. Wlbray J. Thompson, of Calumet, was t^ 
recent visitor to the city, and registered at the 
St. Charles. 

Mr. C. W. Socage, of Houma, was a Mon- 
day guest at the Royal, his usual stopping, 
place. 

Mr. M. M. Keames was the engineer at the 
Armant place, belonging to the Miles Com- 
pany, during the past season, and is said to be 
continually increasing the mechanical efll' 
ciency and economy of this fine plant. 
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FOREIGN LEiTTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Bbblin, April 16, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The week opened 
With the finest weather imsginahle, dry and 
sonny, and it seemed that spring really had 
get in, hat soon the falsity of this opinion was 
demonstrated hy a sndden change which 
spoiled the Easter holidays. To all appear- 
ances the temperature had risen too rapidly, 
and this caused an outbreak of thunder storms 
in many places, the consequence of which 
was another period of nioist and cool weather, 
the latter ending only a short time before the 
close of the week. Under these circumstances 
only a small amount of field work could be 
done, copious rains interfering seriously with 
all efforts made in that direction, and as be- 
sides the temperature sank at times below 
freezing point. The vegetation in general was 
preyented from making up for the time lost so 
far. But in spite of the unfavorable weather 
some progress is noticeable, and this will soon 
be more accentuated when the dry and also 
warmer weather we are having now keeps on 
for some time to come. A little better 
than in Qermany the weather has been bad 
last week in Austria, France and Holland, 
whilst in Belgium and Russia it is reported to 
have been rather worse. Then in the first 
named three countries beet sowing is further 
advanced than in this country. In the latter, 
however, it is decidedly backward on account 
of the inclement meteorological conditions 
prevailing there. With regard to the impor- 
tance of beet culture for 1897-98, it must be 
noted that the increase in Bussia will not 
be as large as has been supposed generally. 
First of all the twenty new factories to be built 
there are dwindling down to five, at least it is 
now stated that only five new ones will be in 
running order at the commencement of the 
next campaign, and it is on that ground calcu- 
lateid the augmentation of the Russian lu-ea de- 
voted to beet growing 1898 will amount to 
about 5 to 10 per cent. On the other hand, a 
considerable extension of the beet sugar indus- 
try of Russia may be looked for, as the earnings 
of the factories there have been excellent in 
the last campaign. On the following I give 
some figures with respect to the profits ob- 
tained by Russian factories which, no doubt, 
will make the mouths of your esteemed readers 
adhering to the sugar producing fraternity 
water. There has been paid a dividend of 25 
per cent, by the factory Grigorow, 25 per cent, 
by Gorodock, 30 per cent, by Skomoroschk, 27 
per cent, by Sokolow, 25 per cent, by Horjukow, 
and there are only two factories in Russia pay- 
ing less than 5 per cent., and this in the face 
of the miserable condition of the markets of 
the world. 

From Austria it is reported that energetic 
measures shall be taken in order to restrict the 
traffic in saccharine. The import of the stuff 
shall be prohibited and the addition of it to 
any victuals, solid or liquid, will be placed 
under penalty. Exception shall be made only 
for medical or dietetic purposes. The Austrian 



minister of finance pointed out the other day 
in the lower house of the parliament that if 
the use of the saccharine amounts 
to about 410 kilogrammes, the treasury 
loses in sugar taxes about 2,600,000 
fiorins, and he announced that this must be 
put a stop to. Unfortunately tlie Austrian 
government is going to take also measures 
injurious to the sugar industry. The sugar 
taxes will be raised from 13 fiorins to 19 fiorins 
per 100 kilogr., an innovation which is not apt 
to contribute to the increase of sugar con- 
sumption, which under present circumstances 
is so very necessary. Another change of the 
existing sugar law consists in our introducing 
a new mode of repaying the sums drawn bv 
the manufacturers in excess of the legally 
fixed amount of the bounty, which is at pres- 
ent 9,000,000 florins. Hitherto the exceeding 
sums were paid according to the production of 
each factory, but henceforth it shall be lawful 
that the smaller factories shall pay less 
than the larger ones, which provision is in 
sympathy with the latest law of Germany, 
where the so-called working taxes increase in 
proportion to the actual outturn of each fac- 
tory. This is meant to be protection to the 
weak, but I am afraid that the interest of the 
treasury also plays a great part in this kind of 
legislation, as the burdens of the smaller pro- 
ducers are not lightened, whilst those of the 
larger are made heavier, so that the seeming 
humanity of the law involves a more or less 
important advantage to the government. Such 
at least has been the case in Germany, whose 
legislation in this respect, as pointed out al- 
ready, curtails the bounty, which, however, in 
America is levied in on- full as a countervailing 
duty. 

A general topic in sugar producing and com- 
mercial circles is the effect which the war now 
imminent between the United States and Spain 
may have on the sugar trade of the world. The 
general opinion is that if the war really breaks 
out (and it is perhaps broken out already when 
these lines reach you) there will first of all be 
an entire exclusion of Spanish colonial sugar 
from the American markets, so that you would 
get rid of Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippine 
Islands as competitors. On the other hand it 
is deemed probable that America must for 
fresh supplies of sugar call on the European 
markets, so that the prospects of beet sugar do 
not seem to be altogether unfavorable, 
although at the beginning of the warlike 
movements some disturbances may occur and 
interfere with the regular trade between Amer- 
ica and the neutral countries. That the con- 
sumption of sugar in the United States would 
suffer in a sensible way I do not fear. A great 
many people will make money in the case of war 
and the standard of life will certainly not be 
lowered. Your treasury will be drained, but 
the people in general will certainly be well 
off. As to the final result, however, I do not 
think that it, namely, the conquest of Cuba, 
will be a desirable end from the standpoint of 
the American sugar grower. 

Last week a quiet market has been the rule 
in almost all commercial centres. Partly it 
was due to the interruption of the holidays, 
not overcome yet, which kept the business 



witjuiD. very narrow limits, partly on account 
of a revival of a brisk trade having been pre* 
vented by the uncertainty of the political 
situation, and at the close a slight improVe^ 
ment of the weather made buyers reticent^ 
In Germany only the refiners made some pur- 
chases, whilst exporters kept aloof. But the 
former paid last and temporarily even a litUe 
higher prices, but closing quotations are un^ 
changed for 88 per cent, rendement, 9.96 to 
10.15 marks at Magdeburg and 9.02 marks for 
delivery April at Hamburg. Refined modern 
ately active, with unchanged prices. 

ROBBRT HENKIG. 



Barbados. 



The Easter season has been crowned with 
pleasing weather. Hardly have we had a 
shower of rain during the past two weeks, and 
when we had it, it was so diminutive a quan^ 
tity as to defy record. A brilliant sunshine^ 
luckily tempered by winds obtainable at this 
trading season of the year, has been our can-» 
opy all along, and but for the frequent variance 
of the wind at any hour of the day, one would 
desire this throughout the season. For some 
days at the beginning of the period under re-* 
view the heat was oppressive, and a darkened 
cast prevailed threatening rain, but it did not 
fall. Such weather is said to be advantageous 
to reaping operations, but the canes are young 
still, ancl where they are not, and the old 
windmill is in evidence, very littie can be 
done with the wind blowing every alternate 
hour from each and every point of the com« 
pass. 

The crop is proceeding, but with littie bene* 
fit to reapers, who have almost lost hope. It 
does seem as if some evil Nemesis is prosecut- 
ing the plantocracy of these islands with a re« 
solve to annihilate them before his course is 
ended. The faithful Bourbon has been played 
out, or at least so the majority of the planters 
think; other varieties are grown without ex- 
periencing attacks from the borer, and they 
gladden the heart of the sower that he has a 
ne crop in store for reaping. 

Reaping day comes around bright and 
cheery, and all looks so promising; the bill 
has been merrilv applied and amid tne scorch- 
ing trash there lie specimens of the sugar cane 
that fills the heart of the possessor with pride. 
The glad laborer carts them gaily to the mill 
and they pass through the crushing formali- 
ties ; the juice fiows down in quantities and 
the boiler hopes for a continuance of such a 
fiow. But after two or more courses the 
yield is deceptive; the liquor is not what 
it used to be, its saccharine quantities are defi- 
cient; canes stout and juicy, but devoid of those 
herculean attributes Known to planters of the 
old school and only maintained during the 
lengthy period that all other cane but the 
Bourbon was unknown. Ho is thus a loser in 
quantity. So far as the sugar is concerned we 
hear of very unsatisfactory results, and it 
would be foolish to expect otherwise when the 
circumstances are considered. And the prices 
of the product. These have been going dur- 
ing the fortnight at a zig-zag rate — to-day up, 
to-morrow down. As we said earlier our 
planters are now almost hopeless ; they have 
exhausted every recourse to supplementary aid 
and are now, like the condemned man on the 
scaffold, in momentary expectancy of the 
crash that will lodge him into eternity, or the 
welcome reprieve that would free him now and 
forever. In our last issue we published the full 
contents of the doing of our friends on our be- 
half on the other side. We can only hope 
they will continue to so befriend us till at last 
we shall taste of the cup of deliverance.— 
Olobe, April 14. 
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Notes on the Sus^ar Industry of 
Trinidad, B. W. I. 

By Frank E. Coombu. 
AORICULTUBAL. 

But a smftll part of this branch can be per- 
sonally obserred by a stran^r who is In the 
island during the growing season only. That 
the soil is exceptionally rich and suited to cane 



carts can pass oyer them without very much 
trouble. 

Planting is usually done In hill, rather than 
drill— that is to say, men with sharpened iron 
bars strike holes into the prepared soil where 
the stools are to spring and mark the spots by 
sticking in cane trash or other handy material, 
so that the women and children following 
with the short cane cuttings can see at once 



BSPERANZA SUGAR FACTORY. 



culture is apparent from the tonnage per acre, 
which averages, plant and ratpon, from thirty 
to thirty -five (and exceptionally fortjr) Eng- 
lish tons, cut for the mill pser acre, a figure 
far in advance of any Cuban average. I have 
known these high yields are in great part aided 
by the fact that intelligent cultivators are em- 
ployed as managers, who do not allow the 
lazy Cuban practice of long years of ratooning 
and who do, generally, understand the judi- 
cious use of fertilizers,, which are applied in 
quantities of from 250 to 400 pounds per acre. 

The land is rolling, inclining to hilly in 
many sections^ and the red soil considerably 
gullied by the heavy rains of summer, which 
does not admit usually of the long straight 
cane rows so familiar to the Louisiana sugar, 
man. The plow follows the hillside contour 
to prevent washing. 

Main ditches are constructed to carry off the 
rainfall, and the cane square is cut up into 
small squares of about twenty feet on the side 
by smaller ditches, which themselves are often 
three or four feet deep. On level lands, of 
course, these cross ditches are of slighter 
depth, but as a rule they are deep enough so 
that cultivation of the growing crops, as well 
as planting are done by hand with hoes. 

In the cutting season, trash is piled into the 
ditches at intervals until the two- wheeled ox 



where these pieces are to be stuck into the 
ground. According to the moisture in the 
soil, and the chance of rainy or dry weather, 
the short lengths of seed cane' are set in the 
ground more or less deeply by driving the iron 
rod vertically or at vaiying inclinations. As a 
rule, very little seed cane is lost by over and 
under covering. Fertilizer is worked in by 
the hoe. 

For planting) the cane tops are generally 
used, out at what corresponds in Bourbon cane 
to the first red joint of Louisiana. As indi- 
cated above, Bourbon, a greenish yellow, 
medium, thick cane, is the favorite. 

On account of the risk of fire in the dry win- 
ter season and with the prevailing strong 
northeast trade winds, trash is not burned on 
the ground. Very little green trash is wasted, 
being too valuable as cattle fodder, and tiie 
dry fallen trash is all that is left to rot, and to 
assist in keeping down weeds until the ratoons 
have sprung. Just before cutting, the dry 
trash is removed by hand and piled at inter- 
vals among the canes, leaving comparatively 
bare ground for throwi;ig the cut canes upon 
and hauling off, as also for planting. From 
the practice of leaving nnbumt trash in the 
field arises the usual evil of insect damage, 
but while serious, the work of the various 
borers is not nearly as disastrous as it is in the 
older cane districts of Cuba. 

Cane does not often ** arrow " in Trinidad, 
as special effort is always made to cut the en- 
tire crop each year and to leave no '^ stand- 
overs,^* although a bad (wet) season occa^ 
sionally forces a small aoreage to be left uncut. 

Hauling is done, as in Cuba, principally by 
ox teams, though railways are also quite gen- 
erally in use, with cattle or locomotive for 
drawing the trains. Loading is done awk- 
wardly in contrast with the artistic cording 
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praotiaed in Cuba. As placed on the oart the 
ends of the canes (cat fall length) hang oat 
oyer each side, boand by a few canes laid down 
the middle. Bat little over a ton (2240 poaods) 
is taken as a load on the two -wheeled cart and 
djrawn by two oxen in ordinary weather— four 
if the roads are slippery with rain. 

Labob. 

The imported Asiatic— East Indian coolie— 
is the mainstay, both in field and factory. 
While not of as powerful build as the negro, 
he is a better man where activity and perse- 
verance are called for, and in the field is espe- 
cially valuable from his ability to work all day 
in the continued rains of the wet season with- 
oat suffering from it. The Asiatic has also 
superior thrift, as a class, and is more inclined 
to deny himself present enjoyment for the 
sake of future security. Rightly handled he 
Is a most valuable working man. 

Practically all coarse hand labor is per- 
formed by coolies, who also are employed in- 
side the factory, at the clariflers, filters, cen- 
trifugals and molasses tanks. Coolie women 
as well as the men and older children also 
work in the field and the factory. As a handi- 
•oraftsman— carpenter, blacksmith, enidneer, 
macliinist and even vacuum pan boiler, as well 
as book-keeper, welghman, railroad driver, 
«tc., the negro finds place at and about the 
factory, and in the field is often assistant over- 
seer. 

I say, '*• as engineer, ^^ by this meaning that, 
while each factory has its white chief engineer, 
he is really a superintendent of the general 
machinery plant, the actual running and re- 
pairs to which are done by the black subordl-' 
nates, and usually quite well done. 

As a pan boiler, in charge of the general 
clarification and treatment of all products, the 
negro is not a success. He can make the grade 



of "yellow" or "Demerara" crystal called 
for by the manager, but this is done simply by 
murderous excess of tin salt, muriatic and 
phosphoric acids, and waste of material by 
overheating in the pan, drawing water into the 
charge before dropping and so forth. 

On the cane yard, the coolie laborer, if 
rightly managed, is very efficient, more than 
making up for shortcomings in muscular 
strength by untiring activity. The coolie labor 



U divisible into ''free" and "indented;" the 
former hiring to whom he can for whatever 
wage he can get, and the latter, bound by 
agreement or indenture, to work at a specified 
estate for a term of years at government 
regulated wage . and rations, and given 
housing, medical attendance and hospital 
privilege as prescribed by law. All es- 
tates employing indented labor are regu- 
larly inspected by subordinates of the local 



A COOLIE DWELLING. 
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"protector of immigrants,^' whose function 
it is to decide all grievances complained of by 
the Indentured coolies against their employers 
and vice versa, as well as to see that all such 
eiitates keep up a certain sanitary standard in 
rations and housing, as well as in hospital sup- 
plies, etc. The medical attendance is given by 
government physicians, whose salaries are in 
part paid by the estates^ owners through an 
immigration tax. At the end of fkye years the 
coolie becomes free of indenture and may 
choose his own employer in case he wishes 
to remain. After ten years he may choose be- 
tween a free passage back to his Indian home 
and an allotment of crown (public) land in the 
colony, many availing themselves of the latter 
alternative. 

Wages are low. A coolie, indentured or 
free, earns from thirty to fifty cents per day 
cash, if free; rations, etc., deducted if indent- 
ured. The food of the coolie is principally 
rice, and his house a palm hut with mud walls. 
His living exi>enses are thus very light indeed, 
and, in fact, it was stated by a prominent em- 
ployer in Trinidad last winter (1896-97) that 
he can live comfortably upon six cents a day!— 
a statement as probable as it is picturesque. 
Work is paid for ux>on the " task " system — so 
much per acre or fraction for field work, and 
ditching by the running foot, with allowance 
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lor material removed. The oyerseers **take 
up" this work, dock pay when carelemly 
done, or require a second l^oing over without 
pay if too bad to pass. 

The indentured men are not abused, as the 
peniilty for second proved offence in this di- 
rection is non-eligibility of the estate for secur- 
ing immigrants, a fact which in some cases is 
taken advantage of by a few vicious coolies, 
who become expert malingerers, evading duty 



ally are from twelve to thirty miles apart by 
road. 

Over each group of scattered estates the 
attorney (local representative of the owner, or 
sometimes of the interested bankers) holds 
chief authority in the matter of minor expend- 
itures, passes upon the quality of sugar made, 
orders the manner and time of its shipment 
and usually has authority to remove any of the 
estate managers. 



LOAD OF CANE AT SCALES. 



by every expedient, although as a rule these 
people work faithfully, considering their pay. 

Ownership and Managing op Estates. 

Most sugar estates in Trinidad— it is safe to 
say all important ones— are owned nominally 
by corporations and individuals in England 
and 'Scot! and. In too many cases the estates, 
through mortgage, are really controlled by 
Scotch and English banks. How well the need 
of a profitable sugar business would be appre- 
ciated and met by a banking concern five thou- 
sand miles distant needs little comment, and 
in regard to the non-resident private owners 
not as yet fatally involved in debt, it may be 
stated that they are rarely sugar men, and 
many of them have never seen the tropics or 
growing sugar cane. However eflScient their 
representatives at the estates may be, their 
expenditure must always be subject to ap- 
proval of the owners, and too often these latter 
must in turn abide by the decision of the bank 
from which the funds are to be obtained. 

In the island the estates of one owner are 
not usually single large plantations. More 
often there will be from two to four or five 
separate estates, each with its own mill and 
boiling house and staff of managers and sub- 
ordinates, and these estates may be and usu- 



Next in authority to the attorney is probably 
the chief engineer, who is generally stationed 
at or near the largest of the factories of the 
group. His immediate subordinates are the 
local resident engineers of each factory, and 
the chief engineer is expected to visit the dif- 
ferent places and to see that all machinery, 
railways, etc., are kept in order, as well as to 
pass upon suggestions for improvements, 
which, if they see fit, are submitted to the 
attorney for approval if trivial, and to the 
^'home'^ people as well, if involving large 
expense. 

Upon about the same footing as the chief 
engineer are the resident managers of the es- 
tates. These are expected to be rather culti- 
vators than factory men, although they are in 
actual charge of grinding operations and reg- 
ulate all the routine of the boiling house. 
They must also ' personally audit all accounts 
of the estates and make up weekly reports to 
the owners and to the attorneys. 

An assistant manager and subordinate over- 
seers hold the same place and do the same 
work as in Louisiana. 

Associated with the manager, and on very 
nearly equal footing, is the resident engineer 
of the estate. His duties are those rather of a' 
superintendent than anything else, and 
naturally are confined to the factory and rail- 



way equipment if ttie latter (as usually is the 
case) exists. Black men, however, do practi- 
cally all the running of engines and the like, 
and the engineer is not directly busied with 
the mill engine. As a rule, the entire work- 
ing of all engines, pumps, evaporating plant, 
etc., as well as overseeing of boilers and fur- 
naces, is done by negroes. The black man 
who, with two or more assistants of hi9 own 
color, oflSciates at the vacuum pan is often in 
the curious position of being enough a subor- 
dinate to get a large share o| ^' cussing,^^ and 
at the same time enough a superintendent to 
be in personal charge of all the juice treat- 
ment from mil} to sugar bins and molasses 
tanks. He is pan boiler, clarifier boss, triple 
effect overseer, head centrifugal man and all; 
not in all factories, to be sure, but in very 
many, and quite often he will be the only man 
on the estate who is supposed to know how to 
lime cane juice. 

Furnaces and Boilers. 

Furnaces of modem type for burning green 
bagasse are not usual, if they exist. Natural 
draft is depended upon for burning the dry 
bamboos (cultivated purposely for fuel), wood, 
coal and green or partly dried bagasse. The 
bamboos, hollow and of very dense woody 
fibre, are peculiarly well adapted to kindle 
and keep the green bagasse from packing on 
the grate. 

Almost universal use is made of so-called 
*^ patent fuel,'' which consists of coal slack 
and a trace of gas tar as a binder, pressed into 
very compact blocks, about eight inches by 
six on the edges. This material, imported 
from Great Britain, costs about the same as 
coal and is fully as valuable, having also some 
advantages in respect of easy handling and 
piling. 

Bagasse is commonly fed green, but is put 
into the furnace by hand from above, being 
pushed down through a narrow slit in the 
brick-work over the grate. Much time is lost 
by this method of feeding and the coolies who 
put in the bagasse need constant watching. 

Where vacuum evaporation is practised little 
other fuel than bagasse needs to be used, but 
in houses where the juice is boiled in open 
trains the bagasse alone is not * equal to the 
demands u^on the boilers. 

Boilers are of efficient multitubular design 
and pretty good setting. As a rule they are of 
the fire tube type. 

Mill Work. 

Crushing is usually single, and when tw<> 3- 
roll mills are used, they have generally each a 
separate cane cairrier and feeding gang. 
Double crushing is sometimes practised with 
maceration, but is not nearly as effectiyely 
done as it should be. The distance between the 
two mills is often very great, and maceration 
water is thrown on nearer the second than the 
first mill— fear of acetic fermentation (I) Is 
the reason for this delay of adding the water. 
The long distance between the two millis \» 
caused by their being placed abreast, so that 
single crushing could at any time be done with 
either or both mills. 

One who is used to the shallow grooving or 
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almost smooth rolls of a Loalsiana front mill, 
will at once notice the deep, irregular hacking 
given to the front rollers in a Trinidad mill. 
It is claimed that the very hard canes of the 
island can not enter an ordinarily grooved 
mill. 

Crashers for the cane (which is fed long) 
are rarely used, and during the crop of 1897 
several places were just beginning trial of a 
primitive device, essentially composed of a 
number of cutlass blades, set spirally along a 
revolving axis obliquieSiy across the carrier near 
the mill. The stroke of the blades cuts the 
canes into short lengths and beats down the 
crooked stalks into' a mass which the mill will 
take more easily than the unprepared stalks as 
first thrown on. That a device of such slight 
efficiency as this should meet with enthusiastic 
welcome is sufficient comment upon former 
milling. 

In spite of the drawbacks, 66 to 70 average 
mill extraction, with single crushing is com- 
mon, and considering the really woody nature 
of much of the season^s cane, it is very fair 
work. At the same time, with the rich juice 
of such cane, a thorough maceration would be 
of great profit. 

Great care is taken regarding cleanliness 
about the mill, and in spite of stoppage every 
night, and an average uniform temperature of 
96 deg. F. in the shade, fermentation odor 
about the mill room is very rare indeed. 

Olabificatton. 

Sulphuring is done just after the juice leaves 
the mill, by ordinary sulphur stoves (with a 
steam-forced draught) and cascade box. 

Juice is partially limed before heating, and 
just before going into the battery of setttiog 
tanks a second liming is given, and phosphoric 
acid according to the indiscretion of the sugar 



boiler. It is noteworthy that liming is gen- 
erally short of neutrality, and that large quan- 
tities of phosphoric acid (quite impure) are 
then added. 

Clear juice was drawn off from the top by a 
float-pipe, which follows the liquor as it runs 
down. Settlings are worked by subsidence 
and decanting — the heavier mud going to the 
filter presses when such are employed. 

Reheating and brushing are often practised. 



Owing to the habit of stopping the factory 
every day from 7 or 8 p. m. until morning, fer- 
mentation very commonly sets in and damages 
the acid clarified juice and syrup ttiat are left 
over night, for these simply can not be boiled 
off clean always. One of the chief losses of 
sugar occurs at this point. 

Evaporators and Vacuum Pans. 
While open train evaporation is yet common) 



LAST LOADS OF CANE. 



SHORT THIRTY FEET CANE CARRIER OPEN TO WEATHER. 



triple effect evaporators are quite extensively 
used. These are of the standard vertical type 
and are almost always of very ample capacity. 

** Wet " vacuum is the rule. The condensing 
water is cooled, excepting in rare cases when a 
supply of fresh water is available by circular 
tion through a series of shallow ponds, con- 
nected by gates opening at the bottom, so that 
only the coolest water at the bottom of the 
ponds passes from each toward the condenser. 

Sweet waters are oftenest returned to the 
boilers, or otherwise go to the general stock in 
the ponds from which the boilers draw their, 
feed. 

Regarding the places where open prepara- 
tion of juice is practised, the usual trouble at 
the vacuum pan occurs from the necessity of 
taking into the pan semi -syrup of from 14 
deg. to 16 deg. B., retarding the worit and 
wasting fuel. 

Vacuum Pan Work. 

Vacuum pans are universal wherever any 
pretence is made to produce sugar for export, 
and they are always arranged for plenty of 
live steam. In fact, the exhaust steam ia 
rather an auxiliary than a dependence. The 
practice of connecting the pans, if more than 
one, is also followed, and possesses its obvious 
advantage in doing away with necessity for 
many cuts when large crystal is desired, and 
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saTing heat as well as shortening the time re- 
quired for successive strikes. The pans are 
connected almost directly with the wet vacuum 
pumps; that is to say, there is no catchall, and 
only a slight set of baffle plates at the top of 
the pan. The sugar boilers are inclined to fill 
the pan excessively, and there is no means 
of seeing what goes over when, as often hap- 
pens, the top eyeglass is covered. At the 
close of the strike, especially when the pan is 
flooded with thin, hot syrups, this goes imme- 
diately ta the top And adds to the cl^ance of 
loss. 

In two vacuum pans which I have seen into 
when empty, I note that the charging pipe goes 
straight to the centre of the pan, and there 
opens above the heating surface, without any 
downtake, which would be a great safeguard 
And improvement. 

As to the admission of syrup shortly before 
the strike is let down, this is justified by the 
fact that a welUgrained, light colored molasses 
sugar sells in the local market for as much or 
more per pound than is received for the yel- 
low crystal when exported, and the syrup con- 
tributes toward bettering the grade of the 
seconds. 

The color of the Demerara crystal, or yellow 
crystal sugar, is a deep golden yellow, with a 
faint tint of greenish. It is essentially the 
same sugar, in grain, as Louisiana yellow 
clarified. It is purged hot^ but not washed, or 
very slightly so, in the centrifugal. As before 
stated, the coloring is done by excessive 
amounts of tin salt, strongly acid, added in the 
vacuum pan some little time before dropping 
the strike. When shipped immediately this 
sugar reaches London in fair condition, with- 
out much change of color, and goes into con- 
sumption without refining. Often, when ship • 
ment is delayed, it turns brownish and be- 
comes sticky before reaching port. This sugar 
is packed in the ordinary coarse sagar sack, 
which, of course, tells against its keeping 
qualities, if much handled or long stored. 

Molasses is generally boiled but once, and 
very rarely boiled back upon first goods. 
Second molasses usually goes to the distillery 
which is run in connection with every large 
estate. Second masse ouite is boiled very thin 
and run into broad shallow tanks on the floor 
of the factory. No hot room exists in the 
British West Indies. The sugar secured in 
these tanks forms a fairly coarse grain, but in 
yield it does not approach the quantity which 
ought to be secured, and could be had with 
better crystallizing apparatus. 

Regarding both fiirst and second sugars, it 
may be said that the vacuum pan temperature 
is carried quite too high. Molasses sugars 
especially are apt to be burned, although the 
low proofs and acid bleach prevent excessive 
discoloration from this cause. The molasses 
which goes to the distillery ranges from 40 to 
60 per cent, purity. 

Hand labor is one of the worst foes of econ- 
omy in the Trinidad sugar factory. All sugars, 
all second masse cuite, all second molasses 
(tops from the cooling tanks) are carried to 
packing room to centrifugals and to storage 
tanks, respectively, in trays and buckets on the 
heads of women coolies. Men stand In the 



coolers With spades and dippers from the time 
the tops are renewed until the last masse cuite 
is shoveled out, and every ounce of it goes 
away on heads. Every pound of fuel, wood, 
coal and bagasse is fed to the furnaces by 
hand, carried to and from the baskets. 

Miscellaneous Notes. 

As in Cuba, experience in Trinidad tends to 
explode the common opinion that cane grown 
in the tropics yields juice in which the glucose 
percentage is very small, and notably less than 
is the case with Louisiana cane juice. T^e 
average per cent, on raw juice, extending over 
a whole grinding of eighty days, was 1.7, this 
being a ratio to the per cent, sucrose of 11.1 
per cent. The average ' per cent, solids of the 
juice for this time was 18.7 ; sucrose, 16.8 per 
cent. ; quotient of purity, 81.8. 

Mill extraction during the same period was 
66 per cent, on weight of clean cane, which 
flgure would have been much better only for 
the fact that many acres of woody, dry stand- 
over canes from the previous season brought 
down the average. One and one-third (l}4) 
pounds of total sugars were secured per gallon 
of raw juice on two boilings, but this is better 
than the average, since, in the crop of 1897, 
96 deg. sugar was made for refiners at New 
York and molasses was boiled back upon it-^ 
which is never done when yellow crystals are 
to be made. 

The lime is slaked and mixed with water to 
from 16 to 18 deg. Baume before it is added fo 
the juice, and is used in the prbportlon ^f 
about 3>^ gallons to the 1000 gallons of juice ; 
often as little as 2 gallons to the 1000. Sul- 
phur burned is about 1)4 pounds per 1000 gal- 
lons of juice. Tin salts are used to the extent 
of from 1 pound to 1>^ pounds per ton C224P 
pounds)of yellow crystal (first) sugar. 

Talmage on the Rice Market. 

High tide has probably been reached in the 
rice market, at least so far as the volume of 
business is concerned, the movement of the 
week being the largest of the year. In addi- 
tion to the jobbing demand there has been an 
interchange of stock4by the various dealers by 
which broken assortments were filled up, and 
as a consequence prices unified. Everything of 
desirable character finds ready sale to arrive, 
and liberal contracts have been entered into 
for delivery during all of the coming month. 
These last, however, are ''subject to abrogation, 
if rice be declared contraband of war.^^ As 
would naturally follow under unusually active 
conditions, the market continues strong with 
further upward tendency, especially as current 
quotations are relatively 10 to 20 cents per 
hundred less than those prevailing abroad. 
Advices from the South note steady movement 
at all points, principally local, and that prepa- 
rations are being made to supplement the 
limited supply of domestic by imports of 
foreign. Cables and correspondence from 
abroad note a continuation of former temper 
and trend. The Easter holidays, which ordi- 
narily tend to retard business, scarcely inter- 
rupted the course of the boom, and the re- 
opening of markets found a crowd of eager 
buyers, with but few, and these reluctant, sell- 



ers. Large orders are unexecuted from day to 
day, and the promptness with which all offer- 
ings are absorbed is generally accepted as a 
practical evidence that ''the end is not yet,^^ 
and a much higher plane of values likely to be 
established in the near future. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date : Receipts, rough, in- 
clusive of amount carried over, 635,500 sacks; 
last year, 566,360 sacks; sales, cleaned (esti- 
mated), 115,870 barrels; last year, 104,515 bar- 
rels ; demand enlarged ; prices advanced K ^<> 3i 
ordinary to fair grades. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Beoeipts, cleaned, 
69,260 barrels; sales, 68,720 barrels; steady de- 
mand at previous quotations; foreign selling 
to limited extent. 



Trade Notes. 



Lubrication of Qas Bngiae CyliDders*— 

The proper lubrication for gas engine cylinders 
has been a very diflScult problem. The prob- 
lem, however, seems to have been very suc- 
cessfully solved by an official of the Pennsyl- 
vania Kailroad Company. He writes as follows : 
*' I had a gas engine at Sharon, Pa., running a 
pump, and the man who had charge of it 
allowed the lubricator to run dry and cut the 
piston, piston rings and cylinder. The makers 
of the gas engine said the cylinder would have 
to be sent to the shop and bored out and a new 
piston put in. It was our busy season and we 
could not do without water. I had some of 
Dixon^s finely pulverized graphite, and I com- 
menced to feed it into the cylinder through the 
suction pipe with the air and gas with imme- 
diate relief. After about two weeks the engine 
was running smoother and using less gas than 
ever before. I had this same engine apart last 
Saturday, and every place that was cut is 
smooth as glass. This one instance saved us 
about $76. I have great faith in this graphite 
and always keep it on hand.'' 

Linlc-Belt ilachinery Company —This 
well-known concern has found the business of 
its New Orleans branch increasing so rapidly 
that new and larger quarters became an im- 
perative necessity, and they have therefore 
moved into the well appointed and commo- 
dious building No. 710 Union street, where 
they occupy the entire structure and carry In 
stock a greatly increased equipment of link 
belt and sprocket wheels, shafting, pulle3rs, 
boxes, collars, friction clutches, rope sheaves, 
takeups,elevator boots, buckets, bolts, rope, etc. 

Mr. W. G. Wllmot, the manager of the local 
branch of this great, concern expresses himself 
as greatly pleased with the business outlook, 
and we feel confident that a large share of 
this success is due to Mr. Wllmot himself, 
who is one of the most courteous, painstaking 
and withal best posted machinery men with 
whom our sugar planters have ever been 
thrown in contact. 



Thomas A. Badeaux, Esq., of Lafourche 
parish, where he is a prominent and highly 
esteemed citizen, was in the city on a visit a 
few days ago and put up at one of the leading 
hostelries. 
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BEET SUOAR. 



Lehi, Utoh. 

The Lehi farmers are ahead of anj others 
in the preparation of their lands for the dif- 
ferent crops, especially so in regard to the 
beet lands. 

Superintendent Anstin is much pleased with 
the outlook for a good beet crop. Those first 
planted are now up and look fine. There is 
some danger of the heavy land baking a little, 
and the ground will have to be stirred to 
break the crust so the tender plants can come 
through. If necessary this Will be done with 
cultivators or tilling harrows going lengthwise 
of the rows. This will not be necessary in 
many places. Some patches will be ready to 
thin in about ten days. As soon as the plant- 
ing is finished, Mr. Austin expects to leave for 
La Grande, Or., where he will spend about 
two weeks among the beet fanners. Superin- 
tendent Granger has sent for him. 

The new board of directors of the Utah 
Sugar Company met on the 20th, the entire 
board being present. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year : GTeorge Q. 
Cannon, president; Thomas B. Cutler, vice 
president and manager; Horace G. Whitney, 
secretary and treasurer. A committee, con- 
sisting of Directors Grant, Cutler and Fergu- 
son, with the secretary associated, was ap- 
pointed to draft appropriate resolutions on the 
death of the former president of the company, 
the Hon. Elias Morris, and to forward a copy 
of the resolutions to his family.— J?ann«r, April 
26. 



Facts AtM>ut Fertilizers in Su|:ar Beet 
Cultivation. 

We consider it very necessary to refer con- 
stantly to fertilizers in sugar beet cultivation, 
for there will be a time when they will play a 
most important role in many States that are 
now devoting their attention to beets. A fact 
to be always borne in mind is, that sugar beets 
vary in size and quality with the nature and 
composition of soil on which they are planted. 

As early as 1855 Deherian determined to fol- 
low very closely the action of plant foods upon 
sugar beets, so for the past twenty- two years 
there are portions of land at the Grignon Ex- 
perimental Farm that have been under con- 
stant cultivation, but have received no addi- 
tional fertilizer. .Under these conditions po- 
tatoes and oats have continued to thrive; with 
wheat a difference is noticed, but the crop still 
continues satisfactory; beets appeared above 
ground, but could not continue their develop- 
ment and after a few days nearly all the young 
plantlets disappeared. By an addition of 
phosphates to the exhausted soils it was pos- 
sible to obtain a small crop of beets. As these 
phosphates may be purchased at comparatively 
low prices there is no reason why farmers in 
certain cases should not give them a trial, the 
quantities to be used being determined by an 
experimental test. When the amelioration of 
conditions is no longer noticeable the limit has 
been reached and no further addition can be 
t>rofitable. 

In those cases where farmers used, say, eight 



tons of barnyard manure the auttimn before 
planting, the soil is thus supplied with 105 
pounds of phosphoric »cid, which is sufficient 
to meet the requirements of scientific beet cul- 
tivation. It must not be forgotten that the 
barnyard manure should be ploughed under to 
a depth, when possible, of twelve inches. The 
lumps of earth become frozen and before 
spring are pulverized by the action of thawing 
of ice, owing to the expansion and increase of 
volume of the natural moisture or that ab- 
sorbed after rain. No agricultural implement 
has ever been constructed that can accomplish 
this work of disintegration so effectually. 
Lands that have to undergo an entire prepara- 
tion just before sowing are never in the condi- 
tion so favorable for the beet development as 
when fall ploughed. There is an important 
word of warning regarding the use of barn- 
yard manure, even under the conditions we 
have just mentioned. We only need recall the 
experiences in France in 1880, for there was 
then considerable alarm among the manu- 
facturers; from year to year the saccharine 
quality of the roots was diminishing. 

Some agonomists declared that the soil was 
becoming exhausted of its potassa, which 
alkali is taken up by the beet during its grow- 
ing; then potassic craze followed, but numer- 
ous experiments showed beyond cavil that the 
deteriorati< n in the quality of beets was not 
due to the absence of potassa in the soil, but to 
the excess of those nitric elements furnished 
by the barnyard manure, givinn: satisfactory 
crops to the farmer but of an inferior quality 
for sugar extraction, the sugar percentage of 
beets being always inversely proportional to 
their nitric percentage. From 1884 a new law 
was passed, and the manufacturers, being 
anxious to secure beets of superior quality, 
offered a sliding scale of prices depending 
upon sugar percentage. A written agreement 
was required that barnyard manure, or any 
other nitric fertilizer, should not be used; 
difficulties, however, frequently arose between 
interested parties; farmers were accused of 
having used the nitric plant-foods with the 
view to increasing their yields. Some years 
later it was demonstrated that certain fertile 
soils when undergoing fermentation producer 
nitrates without any being added by the 
tiller. — The Sugar Beet, 



Sugar Notes. 

Sugar from Potatoes— Even as beet sugar 
has to a great extent replaced cane sugar, and 
turned the industry upside down in the pro- 
cess, so, it appears, may potato sugar eclipse 
beet sugar and again upset the tide. A Dutch 
correspondent writes to the Westminster 
Gazette that Dr. Geerltngs, director of the 
proof station in Kagok-tegal (Java), formerly 
of the University of Amsterdam, and many 
years assistant in the chemical laboratory of 
that university, has discovered a simple method 
of converting the starch of potatoes into sugar. 
He has sent in a sealed envelope, as is custom- 
ary, the descriptions of his method to the 
French Academic des Sciences; this to secure 
the priority of his invention, as his discovery 
is not yet quite at the stage of being made pub- 



lic. Dr. Prinzen Gkerlings has so much offi- 
cial business upon his hands that some months 
may elapse before he pan prepare the discovery 
for publication. Starch-producing plants are 
much less liable to climatic influences than 
sugar-producing vegetables, and with regard 
to the sugar industry the only question is to 
find the means for converting on a big scale 
and at small cost, so thi^t the method may take 
the place of the manufacture of sugar from 
cane or beet. If this can be done there is one 
of the biggest economical revolutions in sight. 

Dr. C. P. Carver, of St. Augustine, Fla., is 
experimenting with the sugar producing prop- 
erties of watermelons. He has so far found 
that he can extract a fine ta£fy candy sugar at 
the proportion of one ounce to eight ounces of 
the melon pulp without the rind. Dr. Carver 
is going to ascertain the proportion of saccha- 
rine matter in the whole watermelon, for he 
believes, from experiments he has made, that 
a large quantity can be extracted from the 
rind, as* well as from the pulp or heart of the 
melon. He says he is positive a sugar of supe- 
rior delicacy can be made from the melon.— 
Neto York Shipping List. 

Since writing the former paragraph recently 
on this subject we have come across the para- 
graph referred to in Crosine^s " Natural Wealth 
of California.^' It is as follows: There is at 
the eastern base of the Alps (Sierra Nevada?) 
much land subject to being destroyed by deep 
washing of sand, on which nothing will grow 
except melons, only two being allowed to 
mature on a single vine. As the melons are 
gathered they are slashed open with a big 
knife, and a wooden scoop empties the pulp 
into a vessel where the juice is expressed like 
maple sugar in the Atlantic States. The sugar 
sells at remunerative prices, is light colored 
and sweet. Red pulp melons give a dark 
sugar; white pulp is therefore preferred. We 
have in this State a great area of land similarly 
destroyed every year. The sugar melon ex- 
ample is commended to poor men, who can get 
the free use of the space and proceed on small 
capital. — Florida Farmer. 



Mr. Thomas A. Badeaux, of Thibodaux, La., 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago. - 

Colonel Richard McCall, of McManor plan- 
tation, and Mrs. McCall, were in the city last 
Wednesday and registered at the Cosmopolitan 
Hotel. 

Mr. C. A. Buford, a popular sugar planter 
of Terrebonne parish, came up to the city on 
Monday and registered at the Commercial. 

Mr. Michael Werner, the '' old reliable," 
was in charge of the vacuum pan at the Rich 
Bend plantation during the past grinding sea- 
son. Mr. Werner sticks to Rich Bend and Rich 
Bend sticks to him. John Lear, Esq., another 
solid man, was the engineer at Rich Bend, and 
ran things to the queen ^s taste as usual. 

Mr. Ferdinand Poirrier and Anthony Brin- 
gler, £sq., had charge of the boiling depart- 
ment of the Minnie plantation during the past 
campaign. They are both good boilers, and 
the latter was at one time at Hermitage plan- 
tation, and served for the past three years at 
the late J. H. Meeker's Home place. 
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weee:ly market report. 



1898. 



RICE. 

^UVQUf y bbl 

Cl»«AH, Pancj ^^., 

Choice 

Pfime 

Good 

Fair 

Ordinary ^ 
CommoiLMM. 
Inferior...^. 

No. S 

BfaKi V ton 

^cxjSH, y ton 



April 80. 



8 50 34 75 

5X'd5^ 
5 §5X 

- « - 

11 OOfll 50, 



Majr8. 



8 00@8 75 

5 i5X 
*«•*)< 

12 OOi 

16 00^ > I 



Mays. 



2 S505 85 
5)i«6 



— <d — 

12 00^ , 

16 OOl 



Majr4. 



2 25^5 85 
6X^6M 




12 00« 

16 ooa 



Ma7 5. 



2 2$@5 85 
6X@6X 
5yd6 

5j<(i5H 
5 «5X 
fX«4^ 

- «t - 

2 92;^ 

,12 009 

16 00.^ 



May 6. 



2 2505 35 
5X46 

5JK95H 
5 95X 

— til — 
2 92>K 

12 009 

16 ooa — 



Sams Day 
Last Ybar. 



5X06 
Nominal. 

12 ooi — 

17 ooa 18 00 



ToKS OF Marxxt at Closxn< 
ov Wbsk. 



Strong. 



\ Strong. 



KSCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NEW ORLBAN8 FDR THB WEEK 
ENDING MAY 6. i8q8. 



lUceived . 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

2,767 
^ 8,177 



Bbls. Clsah. 

277 
1,496 



RE0BIPT8 AT NEW ORI.BAN8 FROM ADO. i, i8Q7f TO MAY 
6, I898, COMPARED WITH LA8T TEAR, SAME TIME. 



This jrear« 
Last jear.. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 464,594 
_ 875,751 



Bbls. Cuuii. 

7,844 
2,127 



Sugar. 

A sufficient demand to absorb all of- 
ferings fprevailed in the local sngar 
market at the end of the week. Open 
kettle sugar was strong and centrifugals 
quiet. 



Molasses. 



No^open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals dull. 



Rice. 

Clean rice was firm and rough strong 
at the end*of J the week. Arrivals from 
the countryjwere li^ht, and such as 
came in were promptly absorbed at full 
prices. 



5ugar in London. 

The imminent war between tlie United 
States and Spain raises a number of qaestions 
to wliich the past tliree generations have been 
strangers, though they were only too familiar 
to our grandfathers in the thirty years that 
preceded the battle of Waterloo. We have 
had several great European land wars since 
that period, but this is the first time that a 
naval war on a fairly large scale seems likely 
to take place. In the old Napoleonic period, 
England generally had the mastery of the 
seas, so that, apart from the occasional loss of 
tome of our West Indian islands, our sugar 
consumers were probably not habitual suffer- 
ers, thougli prices were always what would 
nowadays be considered exorbitant if not pro- 
hibitive. 

The United States and Spain havelnot signed 
the declaration of Paris, so that by^intema- 
tional law the right still exists between them 
of searching neutral vessels, and of capturing 
the property of belligerents, apparently 
whether such property is contraband of war or 
not. The United Slates, however, has an- 
nounced that it waives this right, and also that 
It does not intend to issue letters of marque to 



privateers. Our government confidently ex- 
pect that Spain will adopt the same course, as 
being consonant with modern civilization. The 
United States will probably, therefore, not 
have to fear interruptions in their large beet 
sugar supplies from Europe, while they are on 
the Atlantic, and the difficulty of coaling is 
likely to prevent a blockade of any exclusive 
section of their Eastern coast. Even with a 
blockade the coast line is so immense in itself 
that it would be impracticable to blockade the 
whole, and then the Canadian ports would, in 
any case, be open. It appears likely, there- 
fore, that the shipments of beet sugar from 
Europe to America will pursue their usual 
course, and that a somewhat larger supply 
will be wanted if, as is thought likely, the first 
step of the United States be to blockade the 
chief ports in Cuba and Porto Rico. The 
stocks of sugar In the Spanish West Indies are 
not large, so that the question is of little im- 
portance, but so far as this goes the war seems 
likely to strengthen the market for the time, 
especially as prices are exceedingly low, while 
stocks are much less than they were and the 
beet sowings on the continent this spring are 
believed to be on the whole less than last 
yearns. It is quite possible, therefore, that we 
may for a time see somewhat dearer sugar, 
particularly as there is generally some sympa- 
thetic movement in the market when commo- 
dities like wheat are affected, as is at present 
the case. 

The general anticipation is that the end of 
the war will be the emancipation of Cuba, and 
the bestowal upon that magnificent island of a 
civilized and settled government. This con- 
sfimmatlon, however devoutly to be hoped for 
on the broad grounds of humanity, would, in 
all probability, greatly depress sugar, if 
in a couple of years^ time we were to 
have further supplies of 1,000,000 or more 
tons of cane sugar from Cuba, as in 
fact we have nearly had a few years 
back. Such considerations, however, deal 
with too distant and uncertain a future to 
affect an article which fiuctuates from small 
causes from day to day and week to week. 
As to the immediate prospects, the stoppage 
of sngar supplies from Cuba appears, as stated 
above, to be likely to a small degree to stimu- 
late th^ American demand for beet from 



Europe, and prices being low, to strengthen 
the European market. Of course if the war 
unhappily proves a long one, the greatly 
reduced crop of Cuba (which has fallen to 
800,000 tons) might for the time being, be 
wiped out, and if so, the effect would be more 
important. 

The certainty of war has had the effect of 
moving this market from the monotonous 
course it has pursued of late. The decline 
which recently occurred in the American mar- 
kets has also been followed by a speedy advance 
in price, and now that the supplies from Cuba 
are, for the time, at an end, American sugar 
stocks will be tightly held. The probability 
also that sugar cultivation in Cuba, small as it 
now is, may be further interrupted so far as 
the next crop is concerned, may also tend to 
strengthen the position of cane sugar. Beet 
sugar has been decidedly more active, both 
for actual sugar and speculatively, and here 
again the prospects of the next crop may be 
affected in some small degree by the advance 
in the price of wheat, if it should cause sopie 
reduction in the sowings of beet. As of late, 
cane sugars have been quiet of sale as regards 
low refining kinds, which continue very scarce 
and relatively very dear, but grocery crystal- 
lized Idnds have met with a much better in* 
quiry and prices are fully maintained. The 
demand for this sugar has, it is noteworthy of 
mention, much improved since the assortment 
in the market has more largely consisted of 
yellow, and consequently more salable, sqgar. 
The imports of crystallized raws to London for 
the week ending 21st inst. amounted to 247 
tons, and for this year to 9549 tons, against 
18,690 tons in 1897.— P. M, Review, ApHl 23. 



Personal. 



Gov. H. C. Warmoth, of Magnolia planta- 
tion, registered at the St. Charles on Thurs* 
day. 

Mr. C. L. DeGravelle was head sugar boiler 
at the magnificent Shadyside plantation, of 
Mr. J. W. Bamett, on Bayou Teche, during 
the past campaign. Mr. DeOravelle stands 
very high indeed in his pn^ession, and has 
taken off some of the largest and finest crpps 
in the State. i : 
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WANTS. 



W« will pubUth In Oit colnmiiffris of chmifv until 
•«rtk«r notice, tlM applicntioni of ill maaairen,om- 
•••»• ongineer* and sngnr mnken, and othen who may 
te Mokint posit' oni in Uio conntrT. and alto the wants 
^ nianti n dealrinir to employ any m. the ee . 

j ^i — ' 

WANTED— POSITION AS WBI6HBK OR SIM- 
ilar for coming^ season, by expericnctd man of 35: 
flr«t*class recommend aiion ; well posted on ^nerai 
ofice work; also open for any kind of employment at 
Address B., care L. Scnuster, merchant, Hohen 



Solms P, O., Ascension parish, La. 



5398 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST- CLASS 
sug^r* house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dreas D. W. B., No. 720 Vslmont street. New Orleans, 
La. 5-3 9S 

'\XrANTBD-.BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
V * and engineer, fifteen years' experience in refineries 
and sugar houses; can frive first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HBNRY WBSTON, 740 Poydras street, New 
Orleans, La. 4-36-98 

WANTBD-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPBN KKT- 
tie, ooen pan and vacuum pan su^ar niaker, a 
position for this coming grinding season ; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to KBLIX &BRPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4*^-98 

WANTED— POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
assistant mansger, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a staole; I am a married man, 3a years 
old; have good references as to liabits and capability; 
all letters will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DBBTRICH, ^ammond. La. 4-S3*<^ 

WANTED-A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
fi^m as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am kinvle and have i^ood morals. 
Address Box a, Natchitoches, La. 4-so-g8 

WANTED— ONE DOUBLB-EFFECT MAN, 
having experience. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this ofilce 4-16-98 



WANTED- A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on stifar plantation; can give 
beet oi reierences as to ability and character. Address 
500, care Plamtbr. 



WANTED— ONE OP THE BEST REFINERY 
and sogsr house engineers in the State is now open 
for an engagement as ohiM engineer to construct, repair 
or mn any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Clweland street, New Orleans, 



La. 



4-6-98 



WANTED- AN BXPBRFENCBD EFFECT MAN 
would like an engagement for the coming^season ; 
recommendors the best in the State, ' — -*'~ 



Eureka, St. Louis county. Mo. 



Address J. FRANZ. 
46-98 



WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
youltry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, CentervilTe, La. 4-5-98 

-TO-Al^rED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
ployers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
}.;R. G., 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOV£RN|CSS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
teferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
lerred. Address GOVERNESS, this o ffice. 4-8-98. 

-IXTANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
"^ Painter; can give good references. Address aoo, 
this ofiice. 4-9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKhR: 
would like to take off a croo ; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Adoress 
GEO. CODE, Sr ,No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 

3-»9-98. 



TXfANTED-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ perience in heavy framing and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work In build- 
ing, altering or repairing augar houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C A. 
O'KEBFFB, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



rirANTBD- POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
YY competent augar boiler, who has had many years* 
experience in refineries, at well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling: understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: Ai feference. Address S. E. 
MOORE, 385 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

3.35.98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wagta expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN. Gibson, La. 3-i6-(,8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, as YEARS' EX- 
perienc* in beet augar and five In cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his aasistant; best of 
testimonials Address SlKTCBfiS, Produce Exchange, 
E 15, New York. 3-17-98 



W ANTE D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a aituation on a plantation ; understsnds 
his business thoroughly ; sober and reliable ; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLBMAN, 
csre this office. 3*17-98 



\TT ANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 

W large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
anited for the manufacture of augar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicating with an experienced mechani- 
cal stigar engineer, speoallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most mooem machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. Delaware strett, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-36.98. 



ANTED- A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacunm pan sugar boiler, five yeara' experience, 
for 1898 crop ; be«t of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J. ;»AVOY, Paincourtville, La. 3 18 98. 



W 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season : can fumiah the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp atreet. New Orleans, 
La, 3.9.98 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES Po- 
sition at once ; haa new process of cultivation and 
clarification; write for further particulars, W.J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3*9-90 

WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take iob work ; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3-5-98 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
Ice-house work^ also a good mechanic or augar* 

Adoress 



W 



house engineer: csn furuish good references, 
LuRENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 



F. G. 



3-4-^ 



V\ 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who haa much experience 
plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarizing ; habiu strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A " "^ 



Louisiana I^anter. 



P. R., care 
3-3198. 



W^ 



ANTED— A STEADY. INDUSTRIOUS MAN 
of family, a sugar boiler, wishes to procure per- 
manent employment on a sugar plantation, where he can 
do the boiling during the grinding and make himself 
useful at general repair work the remainder of Uie year; 
can furnish good references. Address F. N. S., 931 
Piety street, New Orleans, La. 3-23 98. 

WANTED-BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar planUtion ; have had some twelve years' expenence ; 
reterence furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER.. 
WIN, Le Comote, La. 3-33-96. 



rrTANTED- A POSITION AS MANAGER OK 

ns 

pel .^ — — - 

pLAifTBa, 518 and l%o Gravier street. New Orleana, La, 

3-34.98 



aasistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
d man, 38 years of age ; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 



WANTED— IRISH-AMBBICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, desires posi- 
tion of msnagemeiit in Mexico. Address^L AWRENCE 



M. DOOLEY, SUtion O, Philadelphia, Pa. 



3-8-98 



^^, ANTBD-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
VV sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 

references given from former employer. Address L. L. 

D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



W' 



\\'ANTBD— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
^ season; first-class references furnished. Address 



H. G. Hill, Ponchstoula, La. 



3-36^ 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
aa aasbtant boiler in some laive factory. Best of refer- 
ences given. W. B., Box 63, Donaldsonville, La. 

3-3»^» 



W 



ANTED- EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and sheet iron worker in country for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house ; long experience 
and good references given ; eaay terms. Address T. D., 
1 139 Orange ttreet. New Orleans. ^tS 97 



\f^\ 



W 



ANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family aa a general vard man,city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street, 
New Orleans, a-io-^ 

ANTE D-POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five years' expeiience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single: no bad habits; best of refer- 
ences. Addreaa AMMONIA, P. O. Box 57, Jacksottt 
La. 3-10-98 

XITANTBD-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
* * conaiderable practical experience and thoroaghly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet angar 
house, desiro positions for coming campaign : the best 
of references on application. Address *^ CRYSTALS," 
care Puintbr. ^S-^ 



WANTED— A SUGAR HOUSE AND REFINERY 
chief engineer would like to make arrangements 
for the coming season ; the larger the house the better Jt 



will suit; he best of references, 
this office. 



Address EXPERT, 
5-98 



rTTANTBD-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 

W on a plantation ; has had many vears' eacperience; 
can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, 3431 
Chartrea streeL 3 -5-90 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR DRIER; 
*▼ can furnish good references. Address WM, 
BER6ER, 181S St. Antoine street. >-5-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS FILTER PRESS 
man; has had many years' experience; csn fur- 
nuh references. Address WALTER DAILY, 3630 
Dauphine street. a-3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT EN- 
gineer; can furnish good references; six years' 
experi£ice. Address 6. HENNINGSBN, 518 Louisa 
street. >-3-98 

WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER' 
tor 1898, by a boiler of experience; best of refei^ 
ences. Address JOS. J. LAND RY. Convent, La. 
a-3-96 

WANTED— A GOVERNESS . FOR A FAMILY 
in the country; middle-aged lady prefeired. Ad- 
dress J. S. COLLINS; Giesmar, La. 1-38-98 

ANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 

salesman and^ thorough ^ accountant ^ strictly 



sober: best of city references. Apply Box M, Gibson 
City, La. 1-34-98 



S. F. H.ASLIP, Pres. 



C. CRAWLEY, Treas. 



JNO. C. PARKER, Vice Pres. and Cen'i Mgr. 



LOUISIANA DISTILLERY CO., Ltd. 



ALWAYS IN THE MARKET FOR LOW CRADE 



CENTRIFUGAL MOLASSES. 

TANK CARS FURNISHED. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
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THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

AMD 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THB 
LmiMana Sugar Ptanfen' Ma^octation, 
M$eM9ion Btwieh Sugar Flantara' Maaoeiation, 
Louiaiana Sugar Chamiata' Maaoeiation, 
Manaaa Sugar Srowora' Maaoeiation, 
TaMoa Sugar Pianfora' Maaoeiation, 
rabltofacd at N«w OtImm, La., mwrnry Saturday Morniac 

BT THE 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURBR CO. 

Oavoted to LoQlsiana Agricoltnre la faaeral, and to 
"^e Sofar Industry In pardcnlar, and In all ' 
branches^ Agricnltnral, Mechanical, Chem 



the Sofar Industry In particnlar, and In all Its 
*^ ches. Agrlcnltorfll, Mechanical, CI 
leal, I^>lltlcal and Commercial. 



BDrroaiAL coapa: 



W. C STUBBS, Ph. D. 
W. W. PU6H. 



W. I. THOMPSON. 
JOHN DYMOND. 



Batared at the Poetoilice at New Orleans as second-class 
mall matter, Joly 7, 18S8. 

P«r umvm. 

Tanas of Subscription (Including postage) J$3 00 

Foreign Subscription . 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATBS. 



Space 1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



1 Inch 

9 Inch 

8 inch 

4 Inch 

• Inch 

6 Inch 

T Inch., 

• Inch 

9 Inch 

lOlnch^ 



Hall Page..... 
FbM Page..- 



$ 00 
9 50 
14 50 
19 00 
93 50 
98 00 
89 50 
36 00 
88 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



I 12 50 

24 00 

38 20 

47 50 

58 75 

70 00 

81 15 

90 00 

95 00 

100 00 

150 00 

250 00 



^ 18 75 

36 00 

54 40 

71 95 

88 15 

105 00 

121 75 

135 00 

142 60 

150 00 

295 00 

400 00 



I 25 00 
48 00 

72 50 
95 00 
117 50 
140 00 
162 50 
180 UO 
190 00 
900 00 
300 00 
500 00 



All communicatioBS should be addressed to Thb 
LooisiAirA Plamtbb, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La, 



U8TOP 

If eCaU Brothers. 
McCall A Legendre, 
Laon Godchauz, 

iimes Teller, 
. Lemann A Bro. 
Laonce Sonlat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
Iphn Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Foos A Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Ladus Forsyth Jr., 
BdwardJ.Oay, 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
BaiUaRost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schflddt A Zlegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. 8. Olark, 

i. B. La^ert, 
Imoson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomflela, 
W. W. Sutdiffe, 

foha S. Moore, 
amea C. Murphy, 
OS. Webre, 



5TOCKHOLDBR8. 

R. Behran, 
Lucien Sonlat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Bills, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
W^. Behan, 

tT. Moore. Jr., 
dwards A Hanbtman, 
iohn A. Morris, 
I. H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B. A J. Kock, 
Wm. Garlg, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish Johnson, 
George r. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUiken, 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BXBCunyB committbb: 



Henry McCall. 
Lodan Sonlat, W. B. Schmidt, 

Di R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President. 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

The May meeting of this association 
was held on Thursday evening, at 339 
Carondelet street, New Orleans. Presi- 
dent Rost was in the chair, Secretary 
Dykers at the desk, and there was a 
very good attendance, among those pres- 
ent being Messrs. George E. Mann, 
W. B Schmidt, G. G. Zenor, H, S. 
Crozier, W. C. Stubbs, P. S. Morris, 
C. R. Churchill, J. S. Webster and 
H. G. Morgan, Jr. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read by the secre- 
tary and approved. President Rost then 
announced that Messrs. Frank Davies, 
Ernest Ivy, J. C. Pebiger, Jr., and 
John J. Brown were candidates for mem- 
bership, and they were all unanimously 
elected. The secretary then read letters 
from Hon. W. L. Strong, president, 
and Mr. Wilbur F. Wakeman, secre- 
tary, of the American Protective Tariff 
League, notifying the association of its 
enrolment as a member of the League, 
and expressing pleasure and gratifica- 
tion at the action taken by the associa- 
tion. A letter in the same strain from 
Mr. Henry C. Valentine, member of the 
executive committee of the League, was 
also read. On motion of Col. G. G. 
Zenor the treasurer was authorized and 
instructed to remit to Secretary Wake- 
man the* dues for 1898, amounting to 
$100. 

Chairman Henry McCall, of the com- 
mittee appointed at the last meeting to 
draft suitable resolutions expressive of 
the sorrow of the association over the 
death of its second vice president, Hon. 
H. C. Minor, being unavoidably absent, 
the resolutions which he had drawn up 
were presented to the meeting by Sec- 
retary Dykers. They were as follows : 

Whereas^ death has again been amongst us 
and we shall no more see the face nor hear the 
wise coun^gis of the Hon. H. C. Minor, late 
valued nj^^^ber of this association, yet his 
memory ^J^ ^^od deeds will live to inspire 
and 8treQ|3^ 'J. our efforts to sustain and build 
up ^hifi f^^tb^ ,-^r industry. 
^' j&^^t ® ftncestors were pioneers in 



opening up the Terrel>onne country, and he 
himself lived to see Southdown one of the 
largest and best equipped of our modem plan- 
tations and factories. 

His home, graced by a loving wife and 
children, a devoted and illustrious sister, was 
always open to friends and extended its charm-* 
ing hospitality to all travelers. 

Mr. Minor was one of the original members of 
this association when it was organized in 18774 
He was one of the founders of the Sugar Ex- 
periment Station and of The Louisiana 
Planter. 

As an oflScer of this association he took 
much interest in its welfare and was ever ready 
to lend a helping hand in our various strug- 
gles for existence at home and in Washington^ 

In his death this association has lost a mem- 
ber we shall mourn and can never replace. 
The State and his parish have lost a citizen of 
intelligence, courage and integrity. 

Therefore be it resolved, That this association 
tenders to the Minor family our heartfelt sym- 
pathies, and that the secretary t>e and is 
hereby instructed to furnish them with an en- 
grossed copy of these resolutions. 
Henry McCall,^ 
John Dymond, \ Committee. 

L. M. SONTAT, J 

The resolutions were signed by Mr^ 
McCall and Mr. Dymond, two members 
of the committee, the third member of 
the committee, Mr. L. M. Soniat, hav- 
ing had no opportunity to affix his sig^ 
nature. The secretary was instructed 
by the meeting to sign for Mr. Soniat, 
and did so, and the resolutions werd 
then, on motion of Mr. W» B. Schmidt, 
adopted, and a copy ordered sent to the 
family of Mr. Minor. 

Judge Rost followed up the adoption 
of the resolutions by a few remarks^ 
referring in the highest terms to the 
estimable character of the deceased. 

The regular topic of the evenings 
**The Comparative Advantages of Spring 
Planting and Fall Planting on Louisi- 
ana Sugar Plantations,'' was then taken 
up, and a very valuable and instructive 
paper thereon was read by Dr. Stubbs. 
The thanks of the association were ex- 
tended to Dr. Stubbs, and the paper 
ordered published. It appears else- 
where in this issue. A general discus- 
sion was then had, which was partici-> 
pated in by Messrs. Zenor, Crozier, 
Mann, Schmidt, Morgan, Rost and 
others, of which a full stenographic re- 
port will appear next week. 
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The president then announced that 
Professor Bloain, of the Sugar Experi- 
ment Station, had kindly consented to 
prepare for the June meeting a paper 
treating of the ''Use of Lime and Sul- 
phur in Sugar House Work/' Several 
of the members present spoke of the 
deep interest felt in this topic, and of 
its great importance to all sugar plant- 
ers, and it was unanimously selected for 
discussion at the next meeting. There 
will doubtless be a large attendance, as 
Professor Blouin has made a thorough 
and exhaustive study of the subject and 
our planters will derive a great deal of 
valuable information through listening 
to the'paper and taking part in the dis- 
x^ussion which will ensue. 

Dr. Stubbs then made a few remarks 
to the effect that owing to a number of 
adverse causes, among them the late 
meeting of the Legislature and the out- 
break of war, the idea of making a 
State exhibit at the Omaha Exposition 
had been abandoned. Elsewhere in this 
issue we print a short editorial referring 
to this matter, to which the attention of 
our readers is directed. The meeting 
jthen adjourned. 



Th^ Uouisiana Cane Crop. 

The reports from the country this 
week all indicate that the growing crop 
is considerably in need of rain, the lack 
of moisture and the low temperature 
which still prevails at intervals having 
combined to retard the growth and de- 
velopment of the young canes. As we 
are now in the middle of May it can 
hardly be possible that warm weather 
and occasional showers should be post- 
poned much longer, atfd they will doubt- 
less arrive before a material injury is 
sustained, as cane possesses a wonderful 
power of recuperation in this respect. 
Too much rain would have been much 
more serious. 



The Louisiana Exhibit at Omaha. 

The Planter has received from Major 
J. G. Lee, Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Immigration, a notice to the effect 
that the Louisiana State Board of Agri- 
culture and Immigration, having in view 
the delay in the meeeting of the Legis- 
lature, the nearness of the opening of 
the exposition of Omaha, the general 
war excitement now prevailing, together 
with the diversion to war matters of the 
attention of the many correspondents of 



the board, has concluded to abandon the 
efforts to make a State exhibit at 
Omaha. The board extends its thanks 
to those who have aided in the work 
thus far, and announces that the hand- 
book on Louisiana now in preparation 
will be published later on. 

While every citizen of Louisiana will 
regret that we should abandon mak- 
ing a State exhibit at Omaha, thus 
showing our transmississippi children 
that their old mother State still main- 
tains a keen interest in them, and that 
the lapse of a century should only serve 
to bring the whole family more closely 
together, still fate beems to be against 
us this time, and we must hope that the 
future will give us ample opportunity 
for a grand reunion of Louisiana and 
her children, the States of the mighty 
West. 



German Country Life. 

In this issue we reprint from a recent 
number of Blackwood^ s Magazine a very 
interesting article on Oerman Country 
Life. To one familiar with plantation 
life in Louisiana the article will be very 
interesting, for, as our plantation life 
begins to disappear in the presence of 
the great central factories, with cane 
culture reduced to smaller holdings qu a 
farm basis, the old-fashioned Louisi- 
ana plantation life will gradually disap- 
pear. As our German cousins seem to 
have some difficulty in making both ends 
meet so do we and so shall we, if we 
may fairly judge the future by the pa^t. 
Any way, we commend the article to the 
study of our readers. 



Ascension Branch Sugar Planters' 
Association. 

As was noted by our Ascension cor- 
respondent in our last issue, the above 
well-known organization held its annual 
meeting in Donaldsonville May 3, mak- 
ing the occasion an exceptionally inter- 
esting one by the reunion of the mem- 
bers at the annual dinner which has 
b2en such a delightful feature of the 
annual meetings in the past. Hon. 
Henry MeCall was re-elected president, 
together with the whole corps of officers 
which has served the association so well 
during the past and previous years. 
Hon. W. P. Miles and Gen. Joseph L. 
Brent, the ex-presidents of the associa- 
tion, were unavoidably absent, but were 



kindly remembered in toasts and talk by 
the assembled members. The annual 
meeting and dinner were among the 
pleasantest affairs that ever occurred in 
Ascension. 



Brown Rice. 



In a recent issue of the Demerara 
Argosy there is a communication con- 
cerning hroum rice which seems a nov- 
elty to us, although we thought we knew 
all about rice in Louisiana. Perhaps 
some of our readers may know some- 
thing about it. We at first thought this 
rice was our own well-known red rice, 
but the writer in the Argosy indicates 
that the color comes from a steaming 
process. He says : 

Your last number having given the public 
some information about the small rice huller at 
work in the colony, and observations beinr in- 
vited on Creole rice, I am prompted to oner a 
few remarlcs on the colonial rice industry, by 
which we should all lay ^reat store. 

In regard to the product to be milled it is 
perhaps unnecessary to remark that only the 
best grain (there are 102 varieties of grain, I 
believe) should be grown. It should l>e prop- 
erly milled, and put on the market in such style 
and quality as would suit the different tastes of 
the two classes of consumers. These I roughly 
assess at 60,000 and 230,000, the latter number 
including the East Indian consumers. 

The larger market being composed of the 
consumers of brown rice, or Ballam, the miller 
should cater accordingly, and not try the im- 
possible task of converUng the consumer's 
taste. Give the people brown rice^if even you 
have to employ scientific aid. As far as I know 
only one solitary individual (an East Indian) 
in the street has offered Creole brown rice. He 
paid $4.50 per bag for it at a time when the im- 
ported article was being sold for $6 and $6.06: 
and I must say that no ordinary cook can tell 
the difference between it and the Imported 
article. In this case the Creole product is of a 
larger grain. I am informed that this Creole 
brown rice was grown and steamed by the 
same man. The steaming which gave it the 
brown color it has must have been done, I sur- 
mise, in an ordinary pot. Afterward it was 
milled, or husked I should rather say, as I pre- 
sume the man has no mill. 

The consumption of brown or Ballam rice 
being so large, it should be our business to 
obtain the best steaming and drying appara- 
tus to turn out large quantities of the required 
article at a minimum expense. This may notl)e 
within the reach of the small grower, but cer- 
tainly within the reach of a number of people 
who consider rice milling worthy of attention. 

Our rice industry shomd be encouraged by 
all means. Skilled advice and information of 
a useful and practical kind should be dissemin- 
ated by a government agricultural depart- 
ment. We should know what are the best 
grains to ^ow, when to grow them, when to 
reap, when to stack and how long; andhow to 
avoid '* sun-cracks'' which cause the grain to 
be broken in passing through the milL 

Where would we have been as ^ sugar grow- 
ing colony if the best machinery and the best 
technical knowledge had not been obtained? 
The rice industry is in such a favorable posi- 
tion now that a little useful information dis- 
seminated would be of immense advantage. 



Mr. O. Hirael, of Assumption parish, was 
registered at the Cosmopolitan on Thursday. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Oorrespondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: But for the 
" Planters' Dinner " last week and the *• Plant- 
ers* Ball -' this week there would have been 
little material with which to construct Ascen- 
sion's letters to The Planter of the 7th and 
Uth Insts. 'The usually fruitful subject of 
comment and speculation, the weather, has 
been monotonously dry, while the declining 
riTor fortunately furnishes no food for sensa- 
tional surmise or apprehension. 

There haven't been sixty good-sized drops 
of rain to the square yard during the past 
fortnight, and the complaint of drought among 
planters and managers is therefore not only 
general but emphiitic in this section. Condi- 
tions of this character always excite our agri- 
culturists to lamentations both loud and deep, 
and not a few are suffering from spells of de- 
spondency and lugubrious anticipation. Let 
us hope that early and frequent showers of 
rain will revive their drooping spirits by put- 
ting new life and promise into the growing 
cane. 

When inferentially promising in last week's 
screed to give to-day a detailed account of the 
annual dinner of the Ascension Branch Sugar 
Planters* Association, your correspondent 
reckoned without his host by failing to take 
into his calculation the ball given under the 
same auspices, Wednesday night, of this week. 
Having been an interes ed guest at the latter 
entertainment for much the better part of last 
night, this scribe is in no ftame of mind 
to-day to supply a sufficient relation of either 
the dinner or the ball. 

Suffice it for the present to say that in every 
essential particular going to make up success- 
ful functions both were of a character to grat- 
ify every member of the branch association, 
and to fully realize the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of hosts and guests. The ball opened 
shortly after 9 o'clock and lasted until 4 
this morning. The rooms and galleries were 
beautifully decorated with bunting, moss, 
palmetto and Chinese lanterns, the brill- 
iancy of electric arc lights lending a 
refulgence to the scene not attain- 
able in Donaldsonville prior to the establish- 
ment of the town's new lighting and water- 
works plant which began operations a week 
ago. The throng that filled the building and 
mingled in the mazy figures of the dance to 
mellifluous music was recherche and attrac- 
tive, and the admirable manner in which all 
the details were arranged and carried out re- 
flects much credit upon the ball committee, 
composed of Messrs. F. B. Lemann, Paul 
^Leche, W. I. Barton, C. Kline, G. A. Gondran, 
John T. Nolan, Jr., and W. W. Barron. 
Chairman Lemann and Mr. Barron were es- 
pecially diligent and active, and to their ex- 
ertions, ably seconded by those of Mr. Kline 
and a number of ladies, the completeness of 
the arrangements and smoothness of their ex- 
ecution were mainly due. 

Unless something unforeseen prevents you 
shall hear next week something more of the 
dinner and ball from Ascension. 



Iberville. 

fSpeolal Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has not 
been favorable durinn: the past week, being too 
dry and at times entirely too cold. The 
young cane seems to be suffering in places, 
and in a few others is dying out. Great efforts 
are making to save and start it up again. The 
ground is being contantly stirred and has been 
brought up close about the cane. Everybody 
is wishing for rain. The dust on the public 
highways is becoming very disagreeable. 

From Mr. Henry D. Dardenne, of Bayou 
Plaquemine, we learn that his father, the late 
John A. Dardenne, one of the best planters 
who ever lived, often said that he never feared 
a dry season, and that in 1844 when no rain fell 
for 105 days he made a better crop both of cane 
and com than in ordinary years. 

The prettiest corn we have seen this year is 
on the Pecan plantation of Messrs. Barrow & 
LeBlanc. It was planted in the latter part of 
February and was laid by a few days since, 
and notwithstanding the dry weather it has a 
rich green color, and the pease planted in it 
are coming up to a full stand. Messrs. Bar- 
row & LeBlanc have ditched from end to end 
the Osage plartation leased from Mrs. O. La- 
bauve and adjoining Pecan, and are putting it 
in excellent shape. It would be a great ben- 
eflt to this section if more of its lands could be 
put under the care of Mr. Ben C. LeBlanc, who 
in this as in other works is most thorough. 

Mr. Charles E. Booksh, of Plaquemine, has 
sold his little plantation, three miles from 
Plaquemine, to the Edward J. Gay Planting 
and Manufacturing Company, Limited, who 
own the Little California plantation adjoining. 
Mr. Booksh and Capt. W. L. Erwin are the 
lessees of the Little California and will con- 
tinue to work the Booksh place in connection 
with it. They are good planters, and their 
crop will materially help to swell St. Louis' 
tonnage. 

Some of our planters are getting in their 
coal earlier than usual this year, as they fear 
that, should hostilities with Spain be pro- 
longed, the demand from the United States 
government would be so great, especially on 
the lower Mississippi, that dealers would not 
be able to fill their contracts with planters. 

A visit to the Grosse Tete section shows that 
since the Matthews-Webre sale increased con- 
fidence prevails there, and many inquiries 
were made about the possibility of the build- 
ing of a central factory. The farmers there 
are in earnest and having the finest lands In 
the State could in a short while supply any 
quantity of cane needed. 

Among the recent graduates in medicine at 
Tulane University was Dr. Elol M Levert, a 
son of Mr. Amedee Levert, of Souloque, owner 
of Golden Kldge and Willow Glen plantations, 
and one of Iberville's most successful planters. 
Dr. Levert, we learn, will practice on the 
coast, between Plaquemine and Bayou Goula 

District Court, after an uneventful session, 

adjourned sine die last Saturday . At no time 

m the history of the parish has there been as 

little litlgatioi^ nending ^ now. Is it a feign 

of prosperity V t^e ^^P® ®^- 

' ^ Ibbbville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Correspondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: From one end of 
the parish to the other there is a chorus of 
complaints about the dry weather now pre- 
vailing. We have had no rain here to amount 
to anything since Tuesday, April 19, and, as 
can be well imagined, the crops are beginning 
to suffer. In fact, the general conditions now 
existing are far from being favorable to the 
rapid growth of either cane, cotton or com. 
Aside from the dry spell, the weather remains 
too cool— unseasonably cool. Between the 
drought and the low temperature the crops are 
at a standstill. Planters whose places are usually 
among the last to suffer during a drought are 
beginning to complain. Last Monday night a 
sprinkle fell, and the hope became general 
that we were on the verge of a good, substan- 
tial rain, but the performance was a ^^delusion 
and a snare." Next morning the weather, as 
usual, was distressingly clear. Of course it is 
impossible to say how long these unfavorable 
conditions will exist, but it is equally certain 
that until a rain falls and hot weather sets in, 
the crops will remain In a backward condi- 
tion. 

Mrs. C. S. Burns and daughter. Miss Theo, 
of Cinclare, left last week for Cincinnati, O., 
where they will remain two months visiting 
relatives and friends. 

Poplar Grove is putting in the Stirling boil- 
ers, and will add two centrifugals to those 
now in ufie. 

Last year the cotton planters here turned 
out something over 7000 bales of cotton. This 
is quite a good showing for 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The announcement 
in my last letter that winter was a thing of the 
past was, in view of the recent cool snap, de- 
cidedly premature. On Friday the wind blew 
up quite fresh and the weather was decidedly 
too cold for May. One planter reports having 
seen frost. As a result of the cool, dry weather, 
the cane is beginning to take on a yellowish 
tint, and in some localities a few of the plant 
canes are dying. Work is well advanced, and if 
the Creole saying that a cool spring means a 
large crop year, then -98 should be a record- 
breaker. The fields are free of grass, and the 
crop has been well worked. The com is look- 
ing well, as is usually the case with a cool 
spring. Bain now is beginning to be badly 
needed, the light sprinkle of Tuesday barely 
moistening the leaves. The use of subsoil 
plows is greatly increasing, and the result of 
their use in dry spells is said to be remarkable. 
Many of our planters are waiting for rain 
before laying by their corn and putting the 
pease in, as they fear there may be just enough 
rain to sprout them and not enough moisture 
to keep them growing. 

A short chat with Mr. Coulon, of Lafourche, 
who is obtaining the rights of way for the ex- 
tension of the Southern Pacific to Napoleon- 
vllle, or rather to Elm Hall, assures me that 
the chances for its early completion are ex- 
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ceedingly bright. He says that he has foand 
but little opposition to the granting of the 
rights of way. This road will traverse one of 
the richest agricultural communities in Louis- 
iana, and will open up a section of country 
that is unexcelled in natural resources. It is 
expected that the road will be in running order 
in time to take to marltet the growing crop. 
The grading is being pushed ahead with en- 
ergy, and we trust soon that the toot of the 
locomotive will awaken from their lethargy 
the people of Assumption. 

A recent visit to Kidgefleld found Mr. 
Nicholls full of improvements. A ride over 
his crop wag greatly enjoyed, and it is well 
worth a trip to Lafourche to see as uniform 
and promifeing a crop as can be here seen. 
The stubble struck me as unusually large, and 
its rich green color showed evidence of its 
thrift. Mr. Robert Hanson is the manager 
there the present year. 

We heai; that one of the best plant cane 
crops in Assumption is to be found on Made- 
wood. Kot having seen it we can not person- 
ally vouch for this ; but knowing the reputa- 
tion of Mr. Camille Blanchard as a successful 
manager, we would be surprised if it were not 
true. 

In the death of Dr. Jos. D. Ford on last Sat- 
urday, Assumption loses one of her successful 
planters. Since a number of years he has 
been more or less closely identified with the 
sugar interests of this parish. , His funeral at 
Christ Church, Kapoleonville, was one of the 
largest that we have ever witnessed at that 
church. His son, Mr. Wm. Ford, of New 
York, was with his father at the time of his 
death. 

The steamboat war is now on, and the cut- 
ting of rates, as predicted, makes things inter- 
esting to the shippers. Competition seems to 
1>e the life of trade, and has resulted in cheaper 
and better service than we had before the Lib- 
erty came out. Now it is a very pretty three- 
cornered light. 

The new road system promises to be a com- 
plete success, unless the men employed by the 
parish let down in their good work. The roads 
are in excellent order, and they are being sys- 
tematically and thoroughly worked. 

We regret to state that the health of Mr 
Florian Bodrigue is not good. We hope with 
the coming of warmer weather that he will tc 
gain his normal strength and activity. 

Elm Hall is making arrangements to cross 
the cane from Locust Grove to that model fac- 
tory. Mr. Godchaux contemplates putting in 
extensive improvements this year. 

Woodlawn is drying out thirds at present, 
and Mr. Alcee, the sugar boiler, is very proud 
of the fine results obtained from the car sugars. 

More Anon. 



Vermilion. 

[Special Correspondence.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather is 
very dry and has been for the past two weeks. 
In fact, we are now in the midst of a very 
damaging drought. With this dry weather 
came at first heavy south winds that dried out 
the moisture, and for the past few days a stiff, 



cool north wind has been blowing, which has 
almost wilted tender vegetation. There were 
some indications of rain on the 8th (Monday), 
but they passed off without giving us more 
than a slight sprinkle. The effects of the un- 
commonly cool weather on the growing crops 
will be discernible for some time to come, es- 
pecially on cotton, which is most sensitive to 
such conditions. 

The cane crop is the most favorably ad- 
vanced, and in fact is looking splendidly 
throughout the entire sugar belt of the parish. 
A perfect scand is reported generally, and 
personal observation discloses the fact that 
notwithstanding the exceedingly backward 
spring and the smallness of the cane, the plant 
has a healthy, hardy appearance, and with 
proper seasons will yield a full crop. The 
com crop is very backward ; the first planting 
was killed out by the bud worm, and the 
present stand is being sucked to death by the 
pesty chinch-bug; the above, together with the 
backward spring, is not very favorable to a 
full com crop. Cotton is up to a full stand 
but looking red and parched. Rice planting 
is about finished, save some parts of the parish 
where "providence" rice is raised. That part 
of the crop that was planted first is up and 
looking well. West Vermilion has been 
planted solidly to rice this year, and the Ver- 
milion Development Company has charge of 
irrigating the most of it from their huge canals 
along the Bayou Queue de Tortue. Their 
large canal projecting out from the Primeaux 
landing on said bayou is nearing completion, 
and when completed and connected with the 
present one that has been in operation for the 
past two years will be the largest irrigating 
plant in the world, and will have an irrigating 
capacity of 40,000 acres of land. The pump- 
ing outfit for the new canal consists of four 36- 
inch and two 18-inch pumps with a capacity 
of 237,000 gallons of water per minute; this is 
the largest known pumping plant in operation 
to date. Mr. Eaplin, the manager of the com- 
pany, expects to have that immense outfit in 
running order in a very short while. 

A special term of the Criminal Court con- 
vened here this week. The regular term was 
to have been held during the month of April, 
but was postponed on account of the absence 
of the district attorney, who was attending the 
constitutional convention. The docket is not 
very large, but a number of very important 
cases will be tried, most of which are for 
wholesale cattle stealing. Several hundred 
head of cattle have, for the past year, been 
itolen in the parish, and it was thought for 
awhile that outside parties were committing 
the act, but it is now positively learned that 
home people are the guilty parties. 

Gen. Dudley Avery, a prominent sugar 
planter of the Avery Island and owner of the 
salt mines on said island, was in Abbeville for 
a few hours on Tuesday, the lOth, having come 
over with General Superintendent W. F. Owen 
and Assistant General Manager Thornwell Fay 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company to 
meet with the railroad commission, W. P. 
Miller, of this parish, to assess the I. <t V. 
Railroad. The assessment was recorded at 
$3500 per mile. P. C. M. 



Terrebonne. 

[Special OorrespoDdence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The bright days 
with cool nights, and northwest winds with 
dry atmosphere, have retarded plant growth 
and rapidly deprived the soil of moisture, so 
that all crops, particularly plant cane and 
com, would be benefited by a rain to effect- 
ively saturate the soil, yet without putting any 
water in the furrows or ditches^ The un- 
pleasant change in the weather has caused 
crops in many instances to lose color, yet the 
ratoons generally hold their own more so than 
others, due to action of the roots below the 
stubbie, which penetrate to the moist stratam 
below. The public roads are now unpleasantly 
dusty, and on some places cisterns are dry and 
drinking water consequently scarce. On the 
majority of places field work is well advanced 
and but little extraneous vegetation can be 
seen. 

Although the canes may appear somewhat 
small, yet to dirt them with dry earth is in- 
finitely better than to throw too moist furrow 
to the cane to destroy the grass later. The dry 
soil will neither retard the suckering or root- 
ing of the young canes. Now that the fields 
are dry, every mule and available implement 
should be used to stir the soil as often as cir- 
cumstances will permit, not only to improve 
the physical condition of the land, but ex- 
terminate grass, etc., which may not be visible 
to the naked eye. 

The major portion of the corn to be seen is 
not very thrifty in appearance, due to two 
causes — firstly, late planting, and, secondly, 
want of preparation from undue haste. To 
prepare such fields to receive the delicate pea 
plant will require more labor than will he 
given in most instances, and the peavine crops 
will probably suffer in consequence. 

The portions of crops seen on Grand CalUoa 
and Terrebonne present a mixed appearance; 
as seen elsewhere— ratoons of the first year 
generally very promising; some indifferent 
stubble, evidently of the second year, and the 
corn generally small from late plantings owing 
to the unfavorable spring. 

The fall planting on Honduras, of Mr. S* 
Shaffer, is the most promising seen this season. 
The present milling plant is being removed to 
be replaced by another with more strength and 
capacity. 

The plant cane on Woodlawn, of Mr. C. B. 
Maginnis, presents a favorable appearance, 
with a uniform stand. A large dwelling is 
being erected on the sit^ of the old mansion- 
burned some time since. 

When the dredgeboat of Mr. R. Barrow 
now on Bayou Sal6, nearing the lower line of 
Myrtle Grove, reaches its destination, then the 
drainage of that place and Presqu'Ile, of the 
Messrs. Guion Bros., will be very materially 
improved, and the annual crop output will be 
increased on each place. 

Wednesday of last week was foggy in the 
morning, with clearing weather later; Thurs- 
day, partially cloudy ; Friday and Saturday, 
bright, with very cool northwest winds for the 
season ; Sunday, fair and not so cool ; Monday, 
variable; Tuesday, cloudy at sunrise, with 
light local showers, hardly enough to lay the 
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duit before noon, with the sky overcast for the 
balance of the day, and Wednesday morning, 
clear and cool. 

The official weekly weather report from 
Schriever is as follows : 

Temperature. Santblne SalDfall. 



May 2 


.... 88 


68 


100 


'" 3 


.... 89 


68 


100 


" 4 


90 


58 


100 


** 6 


89 


58 
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88 
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72 


43 


100 
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76 


43 


100 




84 


57 


.96 
Terrebonne. 



Avoyelles* 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Pleasant showers 
of warm rain fell oyer this and the adjoining 
neighborhoods on the evening of the 5th inst., 
followed by clearing and cooling weather on 
the 6th. The wind sharp from the north 
brought the mercary down to 44 deg. on the 
7th, and to 56 deg. at sanrise on the 8th, 
since which time it has been growing warmer. 

The cold snaps and north winds which have 
been making their weekly visits for some time 
past are not at all relished by the planters, 
particalarly those who plant cotton. Cool 
weather is destructive to the young plants, no 
matter how cftreful the farmer may be in the 
preparation of his soils, seeding and cultiva- 
tion. The cotton plant is too tender to grow 
and develop in a low temperature. 

While with some com planting was, through 
no fault or lack of energy, delayed, it is found 
upon investigation that not a few of the fore- 
most farmers in this parish have succeeded 
beyond expectation, having to date laid by 
their entire com crop, finishing the same by 
sowing pease, and are now in a position to 
devote time and attention to the cultivation of 
cane and cotton. 

From what can be learned at this date the 
cane growers seem to be in a decidedly good 
frame of mind over present prospects, regard- 
less of the weather variations which have pre- 
vailed since the beginning of the planting sea- 
son. A better nor more uniform stand and 
growth could not in reason be asked for. The 
fields are to all appearances free of grass, with 
the rich soil thoroughly broken around the 
tender canes so as to furnish nourishing food 
upon which the young plants may obtain sub- 
sistence and develop a mature growth of fibre 
and saccharine matter in season. 

The opportunity being presented. The 
Planter^s scribe took a turn on the first of 
this week up and through some of the planta- 
tions along Bayou Boeuf as far as the parish of 
Rapides, and was pleased to find the farmers 
and planters well advanced in farm and field. 

On the Ellen Kay plantation, Mr. C. F. 
Knoirs fine property, the 225 acres of plant 
cane, which Mr. Knoll kindly carried The 
Planter's correspondent over in his buggy, 
was found to be in every respect promising. 
The stand of cane in the rows is something re- 
markable. Mr. Knoll Is confident that there 
is now cane enough in sight above the surface 
produce forty tons to the acre without the 



addition of another cane. It is really some- 
thing phenomenal, considering the season 
which has prevailed since planting first com- 
menced. 

The soil is in such friable condition that the 
crop is now virtually made. The eighty acres 
of first year's stubble which was brought to 
my notice is, to say the least, superb, and the 
175 acres to com is perfect in stand, growth and 
color, and now about ready to lay by and plant 
to pease. Driving forward, I was shown a field 
of seventy-five acres to cotton, from which 
Mr. Knoll claims, and justly so, that he 
will gather two bales of the staple to 
the acre planted, which, judging from his 
manner and method of cultivation, will 
yield a handsome profit when sold as low 
as 5 cents per pound. The Ellen Kay planta- 
tion is built up and enriched solely by the 
planting of pease through drainage and 
careful cultivation. Mr. Knoll contends that 
he can raise the soil at least one inch each year 
by the system he employs in the preparation 
of his soils for planting, and at the same time 
grow an averasre of forty tons of cane per acre 
with each ton of cane complete in sugar con- 
tents by the use and employment of no other 
fertilizers than the pea, drainage and manner of 
cultivation (here is an opportunity for some 
of our learned soil doctors to get in their dis- 
putations). 

No other but the best and latest make of im- 
plements used on the place. The work is 
thorough and at the same time complete at a 
minimum cost decidedly satisfactory to the 
manager, Mr. B. Woods, and the stirring pro- 
prietor. My time was so limited that I could 
do no more than get a hasty view of Mr. 
KnolPs Stiirley plantation just across the line 
in Bapldes, planted this year to com, cotton 
and pease preparatory for cane next season. 

Of some other places which lay along my 
way I will mention that Mr. Wm. Cansey, 
Eola P. O., has a pretty farm of his own and 
the charge of the Keary plantation, and has 
made an excellent showing in the cultivation 
of his fields to corn and cotton. Every one 
spoken to was anxious to get a warm rain on 
their growing crops. It has been learned that 
the crop prospects in the neighborhood of 
Oheneyville are excellent. Reports from all 
over the parish indicate crop prospects fairly 
good and field work well advanced. Erin. 



Sugar In London. 

The American -Spanish war, for the reasons 
stated last week, has had a material effect upon 
sugar, and the market has been in an excited 
and advancing condition. This has been added 
to by the rise in the price of almost all other 
foodstuffs. It was generally acknowledged 
that the position of sugar was a strong one, but 
the suddenness of the present moderate rise is 
due, of course, to the outbreak of the war, an 
event which no one could have foreseen a few 
weeks back. With the exception of last year, 
when stocks were 10 per cent, higher, the 
price of sugar is still as cheap as, if not cheaper 
than, at any *v-eViO**^ period in April, a time 
of the year ^. . ♦Vio pressure of the beet crop 
ceaseS; 
coming 



06 pressure 
8, ancj ^H*'** people begin to think of the 
^ ht ^^^^ rti*^**- ^ cheerful feeling. 



^^^ 



V 



therefore, still prevails in the market, notwlth- 
standing the late rise, and although no consid- 
erable further advance is looked for. The 
trade probably now hold better stocks than 
they had, and there is plenty of sugar about to 
come. Nevertheless, it is generally thought 
that the movement in sugar has not yet termi- 
nated, though the early May tenders may prove 
a drag upon it. 

A sharp rise has been established in specu- 
lative beet, but there have been several small 
fluctuations at the highest point, with indica- 
tions that the continent are inclined to sell 
here at the present more remunerative rates, 
while, so long as matters remain in the present 
disturbed condition, America may not be a 
buyer of sugar In Europe. At the moment, 
their weekly receipts continue to be large, be- 
cause of the hurried shipments from Ouba, 
prior to the blockade, and are considerably 
heavier than their refiners' meltings. N o fresh 
news of the probable extent of the beet sow- 
ings has been received, but the improvement 
in values has probably come just in time to de- 
termine matters in favor of sugar. Cane kinds 
have been in good demand, more particularly 
for grocery crystallized, which is In short sup- 
ply, and has risen Is. per cwt. in the last few 
days. Large quantities of this sugar have 
lately been shipped to America. There were 
no imports of crystallized raws to London for 
the week ending 28th Inst., the total for this 
year remaining 9549 tons, against 14,029 tons 
in 1897.— P. M. Bevieto, ApHl 30, 



Mr. Jos. Dalferes was head sugar boiler of 
the Camperdown refinery of Messrs. Birg & 
Sutcliffe during the past crop. Mr. Sutcliffe 
manages Camperdown, and certainly selected 
a good boiler when he chose Mr. Dalferes. 

Mr. A. M. Underwood, of the well-known 
planting firm of Underwood, Short & Bell, 
proprietors of the Belle View place near Frank- 
lin, was in the city on a visit a few days ago. 
Mr. Underwood put up at the Boyal. 

Mr. C. W. Bocage, of Terrebonne, visited 
the city on Wednesday, stopping at the Hotel 
Royal. Mr. Bocage was accompanied by sev- 
eral members of his family. 

Mr. R. R. Barrow, of Houma, 9ame up to 
town during the past week on one of his cus- 
tomary visits and stopped at the Grunewald. 

Mr. W. P. Marsh was the superintendent 
and head engineer on the Oak Lawn place of 
Messrs. Rivers & Weems during the past crop. 
Mr. Marsh has long had the reputation of 
being a *^good one V and further comment in 
regard to him is superfluous. Cleophas Dugas, 
Esq., and his son were the sugar boilers at 
Oak Lawn, and both are reported to be all 
right at the business. 

Mr. Daniel Thompson and family were in 
the city during the past week, en route for 
Kentucky, where they will spend their vaca- 
tion. 

Mr. Stephen Eiger was the chemist during 
the past season on the Adeline plantation of 
Messrs. Oxnard & Sprague. Mr. Eiger is a 
gentleman of great experience in his profes- 
sion, having practised It in many different lo- 
calities and under many different conditions. 
He is now located in Chicago. 
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KOREION LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Berlin, April 23, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: I am sorry that 
for a loDg time I can not lielp repeating tlie 
same thing with regard to the weather, yiz. : 
that in the v^eek under review it has heen 
again bad, with only slight exceptions as to 
time and sections. Cold and wet, more partic- 
ularly at the commencement of- the week, 
were the predominant features of the weather, 
and only later on some change has taken place, 
inasmuch as in the western part of the empire 
the rains became less frequent and less copious, 
whilst the temperature remained very low. 
But however slight the improvement has been 
it enabled the farmers to do more field work 
than before, and to proceed on certain places 
also with beet sowings. The eastern provinces, 
however, were much less favored, and, as the 
weather there continued very variable, beet 
planting could not be thought of yet. This 
operation is now undeniably a fortnight back- 
ward, and if a speedy change of the weather 
does not occur the lateness of the season is 
liable to assume dimensions which may 
seriously compromise the result of the year's 
beet culture. It is an old experience con- 
firmed by success and failure, as the case may 
be, that early sowings are an advantage, which 
for this year in Germany is irretrievably loss, 
except the season be distinguished by excep- 
tionally fine weather. As to the beet growing 
countries besides Germany, the difference be- 
tween west and east, in favor of the former, is 
there also justified, France no doubt being best 
off, continually fine weather having prevailed 
there. 

Holland and Belgium are a little less satis- 
fied, but more than Germany, whilst in this 
country things look still a trifle better than in 
Bussia, where the winter has taken leave only 
a short time ago. 

Austria's condition is rather normal, but 
more warmth is there wanted too. Next week 
the first figures of this yearns extent of beet 
growing will be obtainable, as the several 
statistical bureaus of the European beet sugar 
manufacturers are now going to prepare the 
publication of the returns elicited by the usual 
Spring inquiry. 

The Austrian government has. as foreshad- 
owed in my last letter, issued the decree pro- 
hibiting the free sale of saccharine and restrict- 
ing it to the drug stores for medical and diet- 
etic purposes. As a curiosity I will mention 
that saccharine, even without any addition of 
arsenic or strychnine, is recommended by a 
Prague firm, as an effective means of destruc- 
tion for rats, mice, cockroaches and other 
kinds of *•*• domestic animals.^' 

In Germany appropriation has been made 
for the founding of an institution for the pro- 
tection of plants, the work of which will be 
to study all visible animals on plants, with a 
view to their effective destruction. Beet cult- 
ure is as a matter of course greatly interested 
in the enterprise, as there are different, 
enemies of the beet which so far have not been 



fought quite successfully. In this regard I 
might name only the nematodes, heterodera 
schachtii, and a fungus *^ phoma betse^' which 
is supposed to cause the sickness of beets 
known under the name of ^^ heart rottening.''^ 
In the Russian empire the interesting and 
for sugar men altogether gladdening observa- 
tion has been recently made that sugar con- 
sumption is increasing at a remarkable rate, 
and the fact is not only noteworthy in itself, 
but it is also a lesson for whom it concerns, 
ThcBale of spirits has been, by an act of legis- 
lation, made a monopoly of the government, 
and the result is that all liquor stores and 
saloons have been shut, and that all kinds of 
spirits are sold only on certain times of the day 
in sealed bottles. Now in the place of these 
saloons, etc., a great many tea houses have 
been called into existence, and as the latter 
are much frequented, it seems that the whole- 
some innovation is taking root with the people 
and it hardly need be mentioned what the 
cause of the sudden increase of sugar con- 
sumption is. Of course, nothing else but the 
augmented consumption of tea which is a 
powerful vehicle for the use of sugar. And 
the movement has only reached its first stage, 
as the monopoly has only been introduced in 
one-third of the Russian empire. It must, 
however, not be forgotten that the completion 
of the Siberian railroad, the most gigantic en- 
terprise of modern times, is also largely con- 
tributing to the increase of sugar consumption 
in Russia. The commodity now reaching 
quarters too remote hitherto from civilization 
to be reached by trade in general and by the 
sugar trade in particular. 

The sugar refinery of Frellstedt (Brunswick) 
says in its last annual report that the results 
obtained last year did not fully answer the 
expectations entertained at the beginning of 
the season, partly because of a strike interrupt- 
ing work for some time, partly on account of 
necessary enlargements and improvements, 
which, however, have proved very useful. 
The establishment is one of the molasses 
working factories using the strontia process. 
In spite of the above quoted disturbances the 
quantity of molasses worked was about as 
large as in the preceding season, viz., 28,300 
tons. The total receipts were 471,786 marks, 
out of which a net profit of 85,414 marks was 
cleared, permitting them to pay a dividend of 
6 per cent, to the shareholders instead of 4 per 
cent, as a year ago. You see the results are not 
brilliant, but anyhow better than last year, 
which goes to confirm my statement made 
some time ago that the business of the re- 
fineries is decidedly on the mend. 

The apparatus and machinery of the beet 
sugar factory Helvetia, at Monthey, Switzer- 
land, of whose collapse I duly have in- 
formed your esteemed readers, has been sold to 
a Paris firm for about half the cost price. 
Part of it is to go to Italy to be employed in 
the erection of new sugar factories. 

The tendency of the markets has been in the 
first half of the week under review quiet but 
steady. In the latter' days, however, a firmer 
tone set in and business assumed a brisker ap- 
pearance than for a long time since. This 
change is due to the development of political 



affairs, that is to say to the opening of war 
between the United States and Spain, thc( 
opinion gaining ground that America will 
need more beet sugar, the cane sugar supplies 
being curtailed by the absence of imports from 
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines. Prices 
rose in Germany about 10 pfennigs, and actual 
88 per cent, sugar is quoted at Magdeburg at 
10 to 10.25 marks and delivery April is wortli 
at Hamburg 7.15 marks, f. o. b. Refined close 
also firm and are 12>^ to 25 pfennigs higher. 
Robert Hsmnio. 

Sugar Industry of Tucuman, Argen- 
tine Republic, In 1896-97. 

Sugar production in the province of Tuca- 
man has followed during the past fiscal year 
the ascending scale already indicated in pre^ 
vious reports from that province, the crop for 
1896-97 having amounted to 135,606 tonSr 
For the five years preceding, the figures are 
as follows: 

Years. Tons. 

1891-92 46,000 

1892-93 40,000 

1893-94 56,000- 

1894-95 74,000 

1895-96 103,000- 

Thirty-four sugar mills were in operation 
during 1896-97 ; of these establishments, five^ 
which turned out 23,000 tons, are owned by 
Frenchmen; two, which produced 8000 touBf 
are owned and operated by sons of French- 
men, citizens of Argentina ; and three, whose 
production in the aggregate amounted to- 
22,500 tons, are the property of a German 
company. Besides these, there are: One 
Spanish plant, producing 9000 tons; one Swed- 
ish and one American, with an output of 1600 
and 2154 tons respectively. The remaining 
twenty-one are exclusively of Argentine own- 
ership. With the exception of the three Ger- 
man plants, the American plant, and one 
other, whose machinery came from Englandf 
these establishments received all their appoint- 
ments from France. 

For the fiscal year 1897-98 a production of 
more than 150,000 tons is anticipated. The 
Argentine market may therefore be consid- 
ered, from the present, as closed to Europeav 
sugars, with the exception of small quantities 
of refined sugar introduced for the use of 
certain rich consumers. 

The above data applies solely to the prov- 
ince of Tucuman. In addition may be giveir 
the production of sugar in the neighboring 
province of Salta, Jujuy. The Ohaco and 
Corrientes, which, according to an oflScial re- 
port, amounted in 1895 to 15,000 tons; and 
in Santa Fe, Formosa and Santiago the pro- 
duction for the same year reached 9000 tons.— 
Bulletin Bureau of American Bepublics, 



Mr. Walter T. Barton, a prominent sugar 
planter of this State, was in the city on Satur- 
day and registered at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. J. W. Foote and Mrs. Foote, of St. Marjf 
were in the city on a visit a few days ago and 
registered at the Royal. 

Mr. John R. Gheens, of Lafourche parisb* 
was registered at the St. Charles Hotel on Sun- 
day. 
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BEET SUOAR. 



Eddy, New flexico. 

Everything having hearing upon and affect- 
ing the beet season for 18d8 in the Pecos Val- 
ley continues most auspicious. 

llie sugar management states that an acre- 
age of about 200 will be secured in the Bar- 
stow, Tex., district. A very gratifying fact, as 
it evidences the interest which the farmers are 
taking in the beet crop. The acreage con- 
tinued to increase in the lower valley, and is 
now far in excess of the total acreage last year. 
All the beets ^planted are coming up exceed- 
ingly well, and give excellent promise of a 
large and profitable crop. Many of the farm- 
ers south of town having planted the acreage 
originally contracted for, are asking for an in- 
crease, desiring to devote more land to beets. 

Contracts from Hagerman and the upper 
valley are coming in slowly, more slowly than 
is desirable, and the management believes that 
if the farmers there will investigate the condi- 
tion and the acreage being planted in the lower 
valley, noting the interest manifested by the 
growers, and then trained and educated by two 
years^past experience will go ahead in this 
third year— the year of success in all beet dis- 
tricts — and put in a reasonable acreage, they 
will receive resulting benefit themselves and 
guarantee the most complete success for the 
factory. If the farmers of the upper valley 
will plant half the acreage put in by them last 
year, say 500 acres, there will be no question 
as to the factory having a sufficient tonnage of 
beets to guarantee a successful campaign. 

The companyjs evincing every inclination to 
assist farmers in every way possible with their 
crop this year so that nothing may hinder the 
most complete and satisfying results. As an 
instance of this it has just purchased two large 
horse sprayers, ten hand sprayers and ten 
knapsack sprayers. They have been tested 
and found to work excellently. They will be 
distributed as conveniently as possible through- 
out the farming districts. The sprayers, with 
the solution of Paris green, for use upon any 
Insect which may attack the beets, will be 
placed at the disposal of the farmers free of 
charge. Certainly a most liberal arrangement 
in every way. The spraying solution, as com- 
pounded by Professor Skeats, is made by mix- 
ing one-fourth pound of Paris green with water 
to a fine paste and then mix thoroughly with 
forty- five gallons of water, to which add one 
gallon of lime water. Stir occasionally while 
using. 

where there is danger of fungus Professor 
Skeats advises the use of the following : Dis- 
solve one-fourth pound of white arsenic and 
one-hali pound of carbonate of soda in one- 
half gallon of water by boiling. In a forty - 
five gallon barrel dissolve six pounds sulphate 
of copper in about ten gallons of water. To 
this add lime wash made from four pounds 
fresh slaked lime (add through strainer). 
Add the arsenic solution and fill up the barrel 
with water. Stir before using. 

Farmers desiring lime to prepare the above 
mixture will be accommodated at the factory. 

Professor Skeats, respecting this year's sup- 
ply of seed furnished by the factory, has made 



a report to the different companies of the val- 
ley that it is satisfactory in every way. The 
germination is perfect. The seed is of a char- 
acter to give both a large and a rich beet, and 
was selected with that end in view. 

The work on the fields being cultivated by 
the sugar company is ;gomg along nicely. 
The company expects to put in at least 500 
acres, and will increase that number if it has 
the time. Two hundred acres are already 
planted. Thinning will begin on part of the 
fields next week, the thinning gang now being 
organized. An opportunity is here afforded 
for unemployed labor. 

As said, the company is pleased with the 
manner in which contracts are being signed, 
but to give the factory a tonnage guaranteeing 
a satisfactory and successful run, 600 acres 
more are needed and contracts will be made 
for that number in addition to those already 
signed for. This should be quickly secured. 
The season opens more favorably, giving every 
promise of proving a good growing year. 
The planting time has been one of satisfaction, 
and the usual afflictions of a beet crop give no 
intimation of materializing. Compared with 
conditions prevailing in other districts the 
Pecos Valley is especially favored. 

The future enlargement of the sugar indus- 
try in Eddy and the Pecos Valley depends 
very largely upon this year's work. The 
farmers can aid as largely, if not more so, 
than any one else. 

There are few communities fortunate in the 
possession of an industry of the magnitude of 
the beet sugar factory in this valley. Its com- 
plete and full success should be the wish, the 
aim and the endeavor of the whole people. — 
Pecos Valley Argus^ April 29, 



Lehi, Utah. 



Manager Cutler leaves this week for a busi- 
ness trip to the East. His knowledge of the 
beet sugar industry brings him into much 
prominence lately. 

The rains of the past few days have been of 
incalculable value to growing crops, and, with 
others, the beet crop will be greatly benefited. 
The seed is now all planted, and these rains 
will give it a good start. While prospects for 
a good beet crop in other States are discour- 
aging ttiey were never better for a good crop 
here. 

Superintendent Austin and Edward Smith 
left on Saturday for LaGrande, Ore., where 
they go to assist in planting beets. Super- 
intendent Austin will remain about two weeks, 
but Mr. Smith may remain until the beets are 
harvested next fall. He is an experienced beet 
farmer, and will be useful in that new district. 
This makes three of our farmers who are up 
there. The people have gone into the beet 
business to make a success, and have secured 
the assistance of some of the best beet raisers 
in the inter- mountain country. — Banner^ May 5. 



Chino, California. 

This week has given us the best weather we 
have had for a month for growing crops. 
Early on Sunday morning rain commenced 
falling, 2Lnd continued until afternoon, the I his business 



precipitation amoimting to .42 of one inch/ 
This was followed by several foggy mornings 
and cloudy days, retaining the moisture in the 
groimd. The soil was made moist about three 
inches deep, doing a great deal of good. 

In an interview with Mr. Ruoop yesterday^ 
he said that on all the lower land, where the 
moisture from below met that from the rain^ 
an immense amount of good was done the 
beets by the shower. On the land usually 
rated as semi- moist, however, where there is 
still dry soil under the top moisture, he con- 
siders that no permanent good was done the 
beets. In fact, they are in worse condition 
than they were two weeks ago, on account of 
the hot weather of last week. 

There have been 4200 acres planted alto- 
gether on the Chino ranch. Of this, 3000 acres 
are on the lower black land, and on that the 
beets are doing fairly well. But on the re-* 
maining 1200 acres of drier land planted, 
nothing is expected. 

At the present time Mr. Buoop says there 
are 1020 acres of good stand on the ranch. Of 
this, 800 acres on the lower land are doing 
well. The other 220 acres are doubtful of a 
crop. 

Planting had been completed last week, but 
the rain encouraged the planting of 100 to 150 
acres more this week, which is now about fin^ 
ished. —CAampton, March 6, 



A New Diffusion Battery. 

Again Lehl men come to the front in the 
beet sugar industry. This time it is a new and 
improved diffusion battery which has been 
invented by Superintendent Vallez and 
Engineer Ingalls of the Lehl factory. We 
mentioned this improved battery some time 
ago when it was first periected. A patent has 
been applied for and the gentlemen are sure 
of securing one in the near future. Since their 
application another one has been Hied which 
is an infringement in some particulars so they 
are anxious to get their patent as soon as pos- 
sible. 

It is a continuous battery which takes the 
sugar from the cossette quicker and with less 
work than the present system. In the new 
battery the cossettes go through the whole of 
the cells, being transferred from the bottom 
of one cell to the top of the next by an eleva- 
tor, and when through the series is run out as 
pulp. The hot water runs through all the 
cells, but in an opposite direction from the 
codsettes. The beet cutter need not be placed 
so high, as all the cossetes are fed at the same 
place, so a movable spot is not needed. It is 
automatic and very simple, so it can be run 
much cheaper and better than the present sys- 
tem and will undoubtedly give better resultd. 

It is very likely that an experimental bat- 
tery will be worked during the campaign, 
when its practical value will be demonstrated. 
— Lehi Banner. 



Mr. R. A. Snow, a skilful vacuum pan man, 
was in charge of the boiling department on Mr. 
Walter A. O'NeiU's Llnwood place during the 
past crop season. Mr. Snow is reported to 
know pretty much all there is to know about 



Digitized by 



Google 



812 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTEE AND SUGAR MANUPACTUBER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 20. 



Comparative Advantages of Fall and 
Spring Planting. 

[A paper by Dr. W. C Stubbs, read before the Loaia- 
iana Sugar Planters' Asaoclation, May la, 1898.] 

The conditions attending the growing of 
cane in Louisiana must be first studied before 
any operation of planting or cultivating can be 
intelligently discussed. The cane is a forced 
annual in Louisiana, our climate preventing it 
from attaining full growth and maturity. In 
the tropics it is rarely harvested until fifteen to 
eighteen months old. The stalks are larger 
and the juices therefrom are of a higher 
density. There every opportunity is given for 
the full exercise of the natural function of 
tillering or suckering, with a confidence based 
upon experience, that each sucker ^ill have 
ample time before harvest for full development 
and maturity. Cane is therefore planted in 
holes, usually four to six feet by five to six 
feet, depositing a cutting nine to ten inches 
long, usually taken from the lower end of the 
cane top, and which has sufficiently matured 
to undergo successfully the process of germi- 
nation. Sometimes the stalk, rejecting the two 
or three extreme lower joints, is cut up into 
pieces having two joints and three nodes and 
used as seed. The latter has been found by 
experience to give an inferior stand to that se- 
cured by the planting of tops, due doubtless to 
the injury sustained in cutting by the eyes, so 
prominent on the stalk, while those on the 
tops are amply protected by the adherent 
sheath. An advantage is gained by planting 
the stalk, in relieving the planter of the ex- 
pense of manufacturing the cane, low in 
sucrose, into a sugar or syrup, which must be 
done when only tops are used for seed, since 
at the season of planting all canes are imma- 
ture. The sources from which the seed is de- 
rived are, first, a nursery specially grown for 
the purpose— six to eight months old. The 
tops are taken from these immature stalks 
and the remainder usually converted into 
syrup, being too immature for sugar 
making. Second, plants are cut from 
old ratoons. There are usually three eyes to 
each cutting and only one cutting is placed In 
a hole. They are placed either horizontally 
and covered, or are pushed down into drill 
holes, bored with an inclination toward the 
point from which the prevailing winds blow. 
These three eyes furnish ultimately stalks 
enough to occupy the areas of the holes, and 
that variety of cane, other things being equal, 
18 preferred which will give the largest nuin- 
ber of suckers. In some Instances the mother 
stalks are removed to Increase this habit of 
Buckering. 

The time of planting varies in different 
countries and is determined, first, by the con- 
venience and pleasure of the planter, and, sec- 
ond, by the prevalence of the rainy season, 
and, third, the season at which the cane 
usually arrows. There being no winter, the 
cane can be planted or harvested at any period 
of the year, and hence the times selected are 
those best suited to the planter^s environment. 
In climates where irrigation is practised there 
the selection of times of planting and harvest- 
ing are almost entirely determined by the 
planter's pleasure and convenience. 



In Louisiana we are dominated by climatic 
conditions. Our cane must be harvested 
annually before the appearance of winter's 
frosts and ice ; our planting must be made so 
as to escape, on the one hand, the icy touch of 
winter, and to enjoy, on the other, all of the 
sunshine and showers which our summers will 
afford. It is, therefore, planted in the fall, 
prior to the harvest, or in winter and early 
spring, directly after the harvest.. It has 
a short period of growth at best, and 
those conditions which will push it from 
germination to harvest with the greatest 
rapidity should be established, since it is 
well known that, other things being equal, 
the older and larger the cane, the greater the 
maturity, and therefore the larger the tonnage 
and sucrose content — valuable factors in suc- 
cessful cane culture. In Louisiana, unlike the 
tropics, every attempt should be made to 
repress as far as possible the natural function 
of the cane toward suckering — checking this 
tendency forces the statics already established 
into growth and the larger the growth the 
larger the stalk and the richer its juices in 
sucrose. 

The benefits derived from the use of the disk 
and other side cultivators are apparent In 
several directions, but few planters, however, 
realize that the checking of this tendency of 
the cane toward suckering Is chief among 
them. Our canes have latitude to sucker only 
along the axis of the rows and hence soon 
filling this space, they are constrained to 
devote their energies to growth and develop- 
ment. 

Here we plant in open furrows along the 
axes of rows two to four continuous stalks of 
cane as seed, requiring from four to eight tons 
of good merchantable cane for each acre 
planted. So large a quantity is used to secure 
a stand which without many additional suck- 
ers will occupy the entire furrow assigned. 
Many suckers appear, but most of them are 
strangled in the battle for existence. We rely 
only partially upon suckers for our crop. In 
the tropics suckers constitute the chief crop, 
and frequently the few mother stalks are re- 
moved early in action to Increase the room for 
suckers. ' 

Those suckers which form a part of our crop 
are started in April, May and June. , It has 
been clearly shown that the earlier a sucker is 
started the more mature it will be at harvest. 
Hence that planting which will give plants 
sufficiently advanced to perform the function 
of suckering^ early as our seasons will per- 
mit will give the largest and richest crop at 
harvest. 

In handling this question it is presupposed 
that our lands are well drained and well pre- 
pared. In other words, the same artificial 
conditions prevail both with the fall and spring 
planting. Given these similar conditions the 
question is, whether our climate favors 
fall or spring planting. . Local conditions may 
exist, many of which are removable, which 
may predispose the planter in his selection. 
As a rule, cane Is planted in Louisiana from 
the middle of September to the Ist of April. 
Many begin planting in September and con- 
tinue till harvest begins, and then when the 



campaign is over renew planting until through. 
On large estates this custom generally pre- 
vails, but there are some who persistently re- 
fuse to plant in the fall, claiming too great 
damage from the cold winters, and plant their 
entire crop in the spring. 

An experience for twelve years at three 
locations in this State, South, Middle and 
North Louisiana, has demonstrated that fall 
planting, if properly performed, is most profit- 
able. 

The young canes come up earlier, and larger 
yields are obtained at harvest. It has been 
found that two canes stripped of their foliage 
and deposited carefully in an open furrow, in 
continuous rows on land well drained, and 
covered with fine earth to the depth of three 
or four inches, will keep through the winter 
better than a mass of cane with adherent 
foliage, covered with turn-plows — our usual 
method of wlndrowlng for seed. It is best, if 
planted early In the fall, to cover only with an 
inch or two of earth, so as to permit early ger- 
mination, and afterward, as the winter ap- 
proaches, to add an inch or two more. This 
last addition prevents the destruction of the 
sprouted canes, as well as insuring the pres- 
ervation of the stalks planted. In the early 
spring or late in February, by removing the 
excess of covering, the young sprouts start 
immediately into fresh growth. Fall plants 
come up earlier and larger yields are obtained 
at harvest. 

A decided obstacle to fall planting often pre- 
sents itself in the usual dry weather prevail- 
ing in this climate during fall, which prevents 
that pulverization of the soil so essential for a 
proper seed bed. Cane planted in the fall 
upon cloddy land, unless covered very deeply 
and properly rolled with a heavy roller, is 
liable to " dry rot," since the cloddy land per- 
mits of a too rapid evaporation of moisture 
from the cane. Many fields have been lost 
from this cause, until now a heavy iron roller 
to pulverize the lumps and compress the dirt 
around the cane is almost universally run over 
the cane after covering it. A good irrigation 
of the soil before planting will completely 
disintegrate the clods and prepare the soil for 
an excellent seed bed. This has been twice 
successfully accomplished on the station. If 
fall-planted cane be covered with fine earth to 
the depth of three inches, and this earth com- 
pressed with a heavy roller, there need be no 
fear of dry-rot. If the canes be placed in a 
furrow above the levels of the middles, and 
the latter kept six inches above the quarter 
drains, and the middles, quarter drains, 
ditches and canals be kept open so as to per- 
mit of thorough drainage, there will be no 
danger from wet rot. Careful attention to 
these precautions will, it is believed, Insure 
success with fall plantings all over the State, 
and in the end prove more profitable than 
spring planting. Again, finishing planting in 
the fall gives the planter an opportunity of 
devoting more time in the spring to the early 
cultivation of his crops. 

One serious objection prevails to fall plant- 
ing, an objection equally as potent against an 
early harvesting of cane, viz. : the injury done 
to the stubble from which the cane Iq taken 



Digitized by 



Google 



May 14, 1898.] 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTBE AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



313 



This is usually obviated by using tbe oldest 
stubble for seed, stubble which is destined to 
be ploughed up the ensuing year. This rem- 
edy involyes tbe use of the oldest and poorest 
* oane on the plantation for seed (a custom 
which in the opinion of some will ultimately 
greatly deteriorate our crops) and hinders the 
use of selected canes for seed. While this ob- 
jection to fall planting is valid, a similar one 
prevails with the practice of spring planting, 
for the stubble in which cane is windrowed is 
praotioally destroyed by the operation. It 
may also be remarked here that the early 
opening of our sugar houses, to avoid the 
dangers of cold near the end, is attended with 
two distinct kinds of losses; first, in sugar 
from the present crop by the small yields 
usually obtained in the beginning by working 
green immature canes; and, second, a de- 
creased yield in the next year ^& crop, due to 
injury to the stubbles by cutting^ off canes so 
early in the season. 

The combination of these losses, annually 
occurring, in the opinion of the writer will 
prove in a series of years far greater than the 
damage that would be sustained by the cane 
later in the season from freezes occurring at 
long intervals. A better policy woald be per- 
haps to postpone the beginning of the sugar 
campaign until November 1 and utilize the 
whole of October in planting. It is rarely the 
case that the yield of sugar per ton after a 
freeze is as low as that usually obtained in 
the early days of grinding, and only at long 
intervals (once in last twelve years) is the 
severity of the cold sufficient to split the stalks 
of oane and render them useless for sugar 
making. Even here a Resort to windrowing 
late in the season is an insurance against such 
occasional losses. ^ 

The preservation of cane for seed is always 
attendant with some losses, either of cane or 
of the eyes on the cane. Putting the cane 
into windrow and digging or pulling it out in 
the spring, transferring it to wagons, hauling 
it to the field, removal from the wagon and 
depositing it in the open furrow, even when 
every operation is carefully performed, must 
result in some injury to cane and eyes. When 
carelessly and hastily performed, as is too 
frequent on many plantations, the losses from 
injury are large and often necessitates the 
planting of three to four running stalks to 
insure a stand. Again, the digging up of the 
windrowed canes, often sprouting, and always 
more or less fermenting and exposing to the 
air and sunshine and rough handling, by 
which the sprouts are broken off and the fer- 
mentation largely enhanced, increases largely 
the risks of spring planting, to overcome 
which larger quantities of seed are used, thus 
entailing an increase of plantation expenses, 
now already far too large for the price of 
sugar. 

Frequently continuous rainb in January and 
February, with the soil already wet and the 
sun at its lowest inclination and therefore with 
the least power of evaporation, extending 
through the shortest days in the year, will 
prevent spring planting and throw us well into 
March, and sometimes into April, before plant- 
ing is completed. In the meanwhile the cane 



is sprouting in the windrow, the soil is imper- 
fectly prepared, and other work of the planta- 
tion is calling loudly upon the manager. Im- 
patience and haste enters into farm work, the 
cane is carelessly handled and imperfectly 
planted, and bad stands the results. 

The fall planting, in the meanwhile, is 
marking the row and pleading loudly for culti- 
vation. The writer has never yet discovered 
any advantage whatever in spring planting, 
and only imperious necessity could, in his 
estimation, justify the practice. 

Summing up the advantages of fall planting, 
we have, briefly : 

1. Cutting the cane and transporting directly 
to the grounds and planting involves the least 
injury to the cane; therefore a much less 
quantity is absolutely required to plant an 
acre. 

2. This process is also much cheaper in labor 
than spring planting, which necessitates the 
windrowing of the cane, digging it up, trans- 
ferring and planting. This extra handling also 
involves the destruction of many eyes, and the 
exposure to the sun and air favorable to rapid 
decomposition. 

3. A few stripped canes carefully deposited 
in well -prepared soil and covered will keep 
better than numerous canes windrowed with 
all adherent foliage and, at best,^covered im- 
perfectly. 

4. Fall planted canes germinate earlier and 
better, and if properly cultivated will give 
larger and better yields. 

6. Planting in the fall enables the planter to 
start early in the spring to the cultivation of 
his crop, a condition greatly to be desired as 
the first step toward securing a good crop. 



Qerman Country Life. 

The house, half grange, half castle, was new 
— hardly older than the Seven Years' War. Its 
tower wore an air of vacillation, as if it had 
been intended to be a donjon, but, doubting in 
time of its efficiency in that capacity, had com- 
promised to a decorative chimney. Standing 
in an island of trees growing right up to the 
windows, the house seemed to have neither 
front nor back, only sides. Round it lay, here 
a few straggling flower beds, there a tangled 
plantation, there a kitchen garden muffied in a 
rank mantle of weeds. Outside the coast line 
of the trees the wind whipped over the plain of 
middle Germany till you could scarcely 
stand against it. You saw immediately why 
the house was so dyked with them ; looking 
out behind their shelter upon the .dry fields 
under the unclouded sun, you would have said 
the day was windless. Under the lea of the 
house stood the village; in a field to the right 
of the village hummed the threshing machine; 
but for that, to the right and left you could 
look out forever over yellow-brown com fields 
and brown-yellow fallows till they were swal- 
lowed in the dip of the plain. No other clump 
of trees in sight; that meant no other manor 
house and no other farm ; that in turn meant 
that the land was all one proprietor's, who 

farmed it all hims^^* 
The proprietor— tall, big, slightiy heavier 

in make ^^4 0iovements than an English 

gentlemai^ - iuq same height— walked over his 



fields among his men. '* Since lam no longer 
Minister of State," he said, ^^I stay here 
and farm all my land. It is — how do you say it 
in English?— more dignified so." Possibly that 
was not quite the word he wanted, but it was a 
very apt one. To farm the whole or a great 
part of one's land is almost the universal cus* 
torn of the German gentleman. He shoots roe 
in the season and partridges and hares; but 
he neither hunts nor fishes, and even shooting 
he pursues as an occasional amusement rather 
than as a vocation. What sport is with us 
farming is with the Germans. Not a small 
home farm, or a model stud, or a modem herd — 
perhaps not enough of this — but the ordinaiy 
wheat and beet, butter and fatstock business, 
carried on under strictly business-like condi- 
tions. The German looks to his sales as the 
Englishman looks to his rents. '^ It is a good 
life," says a cavalry lieutenant; " ten years in 
the army one amuses one's self, and then one 
marries and lives on one's Out,'*'' The Cabinet 
Minister '* out of service," as they put it in 
their military phrase, goes back to his farming 
as contentedly as the officer. '' It is more dig- 
nified so." 

This custom leaves its mark, first on the 
nobility as a class, second, on the social and 
political status of agriculture in Germany, and 
indeed of Germany as a whole. The Germans 
appear to be by nature a simpler folk than we; 
they are poorer, live harder, draw a strict, 
liberal, half-heroic, half- childlike line between 
duty and pleasure. That they continue this, 
despite their growing wealth, is due more than 
to anything else to the farming nobility. 
When the highest class of society is eaten 
away by frivolity and by the observances of 
^'society" in the baser sense, as in old 
France, and to some degree in France, Aus- 
tria and even Britain to-day the fashion 
is found very catching. In Germany, on 
the other hand, the incitements to luxury, 
to the rubbing out of the line between duty 
and pleasure — ^between what must be done and 
what may be done — come, not from the aris- 
tocracy, but from a part of the middle class. 
Bankers, merchants and manufacturers have 
ridden highest on the wave of German pros- 
perity since 1871, and from these classes -es- 
pecially the Jewish section of them — come 
most of the recruits to the fast life of Berlin. 
The nobility, as a class, gives no countenance 
to dissipation, serving the State, in army or 
Senate, and especially living in the country, 
the land as the sailor follows the sea, neither 
Puritans nor wastrels. And while nobility 
discountenances the new frivolity it will get 
no great hold on the social layers below. The 
Rittergutsbesitzer spends the days on his 
fields. The Jewish merchant who buys his 
com may spend the nights behind the scenes 
if he will; the German will not be in much 
doubt which to imitate. An aristocracy in 
hobnailed boots is a great preservative of Bo- 
man virtue. 

It is not to be supposed from this eulogy that 
the German land owner is anything in the way 
of a general philanthropist or the apostle of 
any kind of millennium. He does his duty out 
of self-respect, not at all out of love for his 
fellow-men. He may answer his peasants' 
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salutes with affability, with condescension, or 
not at all, according to his temper; but, saave 
or grim, he is unswerving in his conviction 
that they must he kept in their proper stations 
— must not only work for him, but accept his 
guiding wisdom in all the concerns of their 
lives. When the peasant works directly under 
the noble there is little room for any nonsense 
about the rights of man. The lord takes con- 
scientious care that the vassal shall have what 
is good for him, only it must be owned that 
the current conception of what is good for a 
peasant is not the modern one. Votes, for 
example, are decidedly not good for him. The 
German peasant at the moment is the 
creation of the German land owner, and 
he has his faults as well as his merits. He Is 
well educated, scholastically speaking, and yet 
he seems wonderfully unintelligent. Look at 
a German regiment parading past, with a step 
suggesting an especially self-satisfied Brahma 
cock. Bodily the privates are full of dogged 
strength, if sometimes overtrained; but from 
their faces you would judge them stupid, 
brutal, half savage. A hundred and fifty years 
of elementary instruction, and added to that 
the inestimable educational advantage of two 
years' military service in a town— yet he seems 
to have just reached the level of the southern 
Bnglish laborer, to lag hopelessly behind the 
north-countryman and the Scot. The impres- 
sion may be partly delusive; but it remains 
indisputable that the rural laborer in intellect- 
ual, well-educated Germany is surprisingly 
dull and unintelligent. The truth is, that he 
has learned to read and write, but has never 
learned to think; and for that the conditions 
of his life under the shadow of the big house 
seem at first chiefiy responsible. 

The farm laborer in Germany is In effect a 
house servant. Indeed he is almost adscriptus 
glebcB — a superior kind of serf. The row of 
cottages in which he lives forms one side of 
the court of which the proprietor's house is 
another. He pays no rent for his three or four 
rooms ; that is part of his wages. He buys no 
food ; that also is part of his wages. It is not 
even cooked by his wife; there is a woman- 
servant in the house whose sole business is the 
feeding of the laborers. She bakes the long, 
black loaves once a week; thrice a day she 
prepares their meals. These meals are poor 
enough; it is a considerate employer who 
gives coffee in the morning with the bread, or 
meat in the mid-day soup, or lays out a nip of 
schnapps with bread and cheese for each man 
between dinner and the sour milk and black 
bread at supper. This is hardly a comfortable 
preparation for long hours and hard work ; but 
the German countryman lives hard in every 
class; the proprietor himself is usually content 
with the black bread and hot meat only once 
daily. Besides cottage and food, the master finds 
the man a field for his potato patch, and some- 
times a garden as well ; in harvest and other 
busy times his wife — released from half the 
burden of housewifery— is at work as day - 
laborer in the fields ; at other times she is free 
for the potatoes, the garden, and the geese and 
the fowls. And besides the poultry, there is 
sometimes a pig or a sheep tethered by the 
side of the proprietor's private road, or even a 



cow turned out on the proprietor's pasture. 
Wages— paid by the half-year— are not 
princely; £25 a year is perhaps the highest, 
and occasionally a man gets no more than £5. 
You must double this to get a fair idea of how 
far the money will go in Germany, but even so 
it is not extravagant. The rule holds that the 
proprietor gives freely of what is useless ex- 
cept to men bound to his estate. Cash, which 
is of the same value everywhere, and increases 
the independence and nobility of the laborer, 
he deals out more grudgingly. The farm-hand 
is, as it were, his lord's subject, and must look 
for the elements of his well-being within the 
limits of the kingdom. He has invested his all 
in it. The kingdom exports com, stock, milk, 
sugar-beet, and imports manufactured goods ; 
but that is not the laborer's concern. He 
prays to his God in his lord's chapel. His lord 
registered his birth and celebrated his mar- 
riage; he will register his death, and the cem- 
etery is not beyond the frontier of the estate. 
The peasant, in short, is a literal German 
translation of the Scots benefit-man. Some 
twenty years ago a new but wealthy family in 
the south of Scotland made a death -set at 
benefit-men, presumably because the dairy- 
man's cow did not look well in the herd, and 
the ploughman's pig tainted the estate. There 
was, no doubt, more reasonable argument for 
the practical abolition of the benefit system. So 
little of a man's wages came in fiuid cash it was 
urged that the laborer became the serf of his 
employer. He could not leave a bad master; 
his wealth was not In the savings, but in his 
cow and his potatoes and his garden. Thus 
rooted to the soil, a man must make a violent 
tug to loose himself and better himself else- 
where. Land is the one form of property you 
can not carry away with you, and the benefit 
man's standby was the use of his master^s 
land. That is all true, and it is true also that 
a laborer paid in cash is more independent, 
that the power of changing his environment 
gives him the chance of enlarging h|s mind, 
of sharpening his capacities, of bringing Into 
productiveness any exceptional qualifications 
he may possess. Yet there is much to be said 
on the conservative side. For a peasant of 
genius it may be well to take his money week- 
ly, to live with his loins girded, ready to 
hasten at the first glimpse of the promised 
land where his genius will find scope. But, 
then, peasants of genius are not commoi;^, and 
the rest can perfectly well put forth all that is 
in them if they never move beyond the nearest 
market town. We may notice that even Rob- 
ert Bums— the one peasant of genius that the 
world has yet discovered — would, on the view of 
his latest editor, Mr. Henley, have lost nothing 
of his power if he had never left Mossgiel and 
never read a word of literary English. 

How much more the others ! For if the 
benefit man, whether In Scotland or Germany, 
is dependent on his master, he is hardly the 
less dependent on himself. The mere fact of 
receiving his wages by the half-year instead 
of by the week makes him look forward, cal- 
culate, plan, save. The agricultural parts of 
Germany are dotted with savings banks, over 
and above the State insurance, to which the 
proprietor subscribes, and from which the 



farm servant draws in sfciness and old age# 
The fragality of the Scots peasant needs 
no arguing. It is in midland and southern 
England, with wages paid by the week, 
that you find the laborer thriftless, fm- • 
provident, resourceless, helpless. Small 
blame to him, when you count up his wages^ 
9s. to 15s. a week — if he refuses to consider 
how he can most profitably invest his savings. 
But the German is even more poorly paid, and 
yet he saves, he calculates, he becomes so far 
a living human will and not a machine. To be 
sure his will runs parallel with his lord^s, who 
is president of the savings bank; but will can 
still be will without being rebellion. The 
whole tendency of the benefit- man, whether 
Scots or German, is to become a co-operator 
with his employer. His interests are bound 
up with the land on which he worlis ; so he 
works better, for one piece of land is not an- 
other, and each must he lovingly studied in its 
ways if it is to repay toll gratefully. He is always 
adding, if not field to field, at least beast to 
beast and plant to plant; witness the sheep of 
the Scots peasant, whose wool went straight 
into the children's stockings without any man- 
ufacturer or retailer to skin a profit off it. He 
has all the Incentives of the peasant proprietor 
with the relative security of the worker for 
wages. 

You may go even further in favor of the 
l>enefit system. While fostering comfort, 
zealous work, thrift, the sense of home, it does 
not necessarily subvert Independence of char- 
acter. Tyrannical employers you will tfnd 
everywhere, but it is a general rule that where 
the laborer has the spirit of a free man he will 
be treated as a free man, whatever the system 
under which he works. You will not breed 
servility in a lowland Scot or a Hanoverian, 
even though his all Isistaked on the ground he 
tills, and to leave his employer means the sac- 
rifice of it. You will hardly break the Hamp- 
shire peasant of inciting his children to curtsey 
to the carriage, or the Austrian of punctuating 
every remark with }^KU8s^ die Hand^^' even 
though he can put his all into his pocket and 
leave an exacting master at a week's notice. 
A man's a man or else he is a serf, and 
it will take a very long time of any 
given system of paying for labor to 
transmute one into the other. At least 
the German's greeting to his proprietor seems 
often almost surly; but his proprietor is usually 
man of sense enough to know that good man- 
ners do not always mean good work. You will 
find him less of a clod behind the plow than he 
was when marching out to company drill ; and 
you will find him more cloddish here, less 
cloddish there, whether he lives his whole life 
under the proprietor's eye or not. 

Let us leave our dignified Clncinnatus and 
go on to the next estate. This is let to tenant- 
farmers, for the proprietor is a woman and un- 
married. Walk over the field and you will find 
the same checker of clean fields and dirty, ac- 
cording to the nature of the farmer, as in Eng- 
land. This unfed, thistle-blotched meadow is 
part of Faulmann's farm. '* He is not a good 
tenant," babbles the toothless i^^ntm^i^ter, who 
has been about the estate for fifty years. *' He 
comes from Bmnswick, and he does not know 
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the ¥^y8 of this country." Let it be noticed, 
as a grotesque snrviyal of German disunion, 
that you will find different weights, measures 
and customs in Tillages a couple of miles apart. 
Here they measure land by the Oberdorf mor- 
gen; on the other side of the river, where the 
old steeple rises out of its rampart of trees, they 
go by the Niederdorf morgen^ which is only 
half the other. In Oberdorf nobody would 
ever eat a turnip ; in Niederdorf everybody eats 
them, excepting one old couple who were bom 
in Oberdorf. They have been on the Nieder- 
dorf side of the river forty years now, but they 
would no more eat a turnip to-day than they 
would rob a church. Great Britain is also a 
patchwork of local weights and measures and 
ways; but in Germany — where perhaps thirty 
years ago Oberdorf and Niederdorf were in 
different countries— the patchwork is crazier 
yet. Therefrom arises much industrial fric- 
tion, which must go some way to balance the 
advantages of the metric system. 

Faulmann, continues the BeTUmeister^ is not 
a bad man, but he has a way of reading novels 
instead of being about with his men— one 
branch of vice, at least, from which our farmer 
keeps himself quite unspotted. The truth is 
he has married a rich wife and — the old man 
harks back to it almost vindictively — he comes 
from Brunswick. But cross the broad, deep- 
water ditch to the next field and the BerUmeis- 
ter becomes cordial. This is his favorite farm- 
er — the Oberdorf man, who has been on the 
same land forty years. He is more like a pea- 
sant to British eyes than a tenant-farmer, and 
more like a toy than either — one of the toys 
that pop in and out of wooden houses to indi- 
cate good or bad weather. His wife is like 
him— like the weather-toy's wife— that is, 
ruddy, with ringlets framing her face, and the 
slight stoop of hard labor in her shoulders. 
Everybody on this farm wears the mark of 
labor; those are two of the sons ploughing at 
the farther end of the wide grass field, and the 
three daughters are down stairs in the dairy. 
The farmer's wife is most proud to welcome the 
gentry. She sits them in her second-best sit- 
ting room — the best is never used at all — and 
her man puts on his coat and sits down tenta- 
tively close to the door; it is quite plain that 
sitting on a chair, even in the second-best sit- 
ting room, is a luxury to be enjoyed sparingly. 
Then he remembers himself, gets up, reaches 
down a little jar with a bunch of cigars, and 
offers to the guest; then ceremoniously strikes 
a spluttering sulphur match for the same. We 
are now in a position to talk of the weather and 
the crops. It occurs neither to the farmer nor 
to his wife — her dialect is a shade less incom- 
prehensible than his, or else she has more 
teeth left; at any rate the mare is plainly the 
better horse, and does all the talking — that the 
gentry could have anything else to talk about 
than farming. They plunge naturally into the 
subject of the rearing of calves; what else 
should gentry wish to talk about? It takes 
only a hint to start them on the round of stable 
and byre and bam, fields and stock, dairy 
and larder; is not one of the gentry a 
lady, and what should interest a lady more 
than a larder? And stopping before a new- 
weaned foal, with an even wider smile than 



usual, ''Vollblut"*' (** thoroughbred"), the old 
man triumphantly remarks. Yes, he was quite 
ready to admit that horse-breeding was a poor 
business, and he couldn't expect to beat Herr 
von Deggen on the next estate ; he couldn't 
really aiford it, but— but look at him! The 
pale eyes laugh in his gentle face as he looks 
at the beloved foal; the touch of nature makes 
the queer figure in old black frock coat and 
corduroy trousers kin to nobles and princes. 

You find here much the same system with 
the farm servants as you do where the lord 
farms his own land. The farmer will not 
spare them a beast or a potato patch ; they are 
not benefit- men, therefore, so much as mem- 
bers of the family, or, more accurately still, 
boarders. The regular hands sleep In the 
farmhouse and their lodging and food is reck- 
oned in their wages. The lodging of four in 
one bare room with mattresses on benches. 
The food is not less hard ; meat Is almost un- 
known, though two-year-old pork — kept and 
salted for this very purpose — finds its way 
sometimes into the soup. For the rest, bread 
and cheese and milk and dumpling. The 
farmer does not afford his men coffee, like the 
proprietor; on the other hand, he has more 
fellow-feeling with them in the matter of 
schnapps and beer; a glass of schnapps Is put 
out for each man, with his bread and cheese, 
at what in England would be tea-time; great 
jugs of home-brewed stand ready, continually 
replenished, in the harvest field. The farmer's 
own fare is little less hard — but less hard it is, 
and the point is carefully insisted on. The 
family's own pork Is not young, but It Is 
younger than the men's; the family gets 
coffee where the men must be content with 
skilly ; the^e is a difference of quality even in 
the black bread. Thus simply and practically 
are social distinctions kept ever before the 
eyes. 

The next proprietor is tall, as straight as the 
lances of his old regiment, as light and lean 
as when he rode through France, a lieutenant 
of nineteen. The gentlemen of this genera- 
tion owe much to France besides glory and 
the practical knowledge of war. If the 
charges of Mars-la-Tour and the trenches 
before Paris hardened them from boys to make 
men at twenty, the off-days of campaigning 
widened them from rustics to men of the 
world. They might try their Heidelberg 
Latin on learned abbes^ but for the most part 
had to perfect their French as the price of 
many a night's comparative comfort. What 
they had gained, like true Glermans, they kept 
and economized and Improved upon. So that 
this country squire, living year in and year out 
on his little estate, in whose family a visit to 
the provincial capital is a pilgrimage calling 
for weeks of packing and furnishing matter 
for months of reminiscence, would be at home 
in any club of Europe. He keeps up with 
French politics and French literature; he 
once visited England— to buy horses; why 
else?^ — and, still with the wise German econ- 
omy^ saw enough of Aldershot and Newmar- 
ket, lYyQ Sn^re^ and the Agricultural Hall, to 
^^^ii\ hiHi ^^^ ^^ abiding interest In English 
Jif^ ^ - ^ith English slde-llghts turned to 
prrw ^ nn his own. German courtesy Is per- 



haps punctilious rather than effusive; only 
when you are received by a gentleman of this 
school you will observe that, while he would 
at all times extend hospitality to a stranger a» 
a duty, his well- husbanded experience touches 
duty with keen pleasure. 

He drives over to call on you behind a pair 
of seventeen-hand bays, stepping high, not as 
a mechanical exercise, but in the pride of 
their power and courage. He shows them 
off to you up and down the drives and In 
and out of the flower-beds, holding the reins 
In German fashion, one in each hand, 
but playing on their mouths whh the 
sure, modulated touch of the artist. It 
would puzzle most other eyes than his own to 
tell one from the other, and It would be a hand^ 
some present to sell them for four hundred 
guineas. He has been breaking them throngli 
the summer, and nobody else ever drew a rein 
on them ; but he has three other pairs as well 
broken In the stable, besides Hungarian jueh^ 
ers — troublesome to drive, he simply explains, 
for short distances under twenty miles- and 
the English thoroughbred be rides. Besides 
these there are a dozen brood mares and their 
foals on his meadows, with yearlings and two- 
year-olds that are to be broken next season. 
Beasts, too, that have fattened themselves on 
the rich, close, holding pasture, and are ready 
to sell to Hamburg before they have seen com 
or cake in their lives. This gentleman is the ^ 
type of agriculturist who Is moderately de- 
pressed—who is not?— but not discontented. 
He sees why prices sink, and sees that they 
must sink ; without yapping at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, he abandons what he can not do 
and goes about to do what he can do- better. 
So, having an eye for a beast and a band for a 
horse, and an inexhaustible patience and an 
unwearied Industry, he goes purposely on. 
^' I never know hall the horses in my father's 
stable," says his son, home on leave from the 
old Uhlans. " They change every week; one 
does not recognize the poor or the vicious ones 
after a fortnight; he makes much money there- 
by.'' This estate, jn short, pays entirely by 
the knowledge and skill of the horse-dealer. 
Its proprietor; but is it less dignified so? 

Thus may you wander on over the flat acres 
of Germany, which nobody visits, and flnd 
everywhere the same life. Everywhere you 
will flnd the gentleman farming his own land;. 
the same clean-skinned, simple-hearted, hard- 
headed, plain-living, high-mannered lord; the 
same peasantry, penurious, but secure of live- 
lihood, living bard, but scarce as yet taught to 
resent hardship. These conditions reflect their 
natural Influence on the methods and status of 
German agriculture, as well as on German so- 
cial ethics. For the methods, they are not 
surprisingly good, and could hardly be asked 
to be. To follow the soil Is not so much of & 
profession as a life. You do not choose it be- 
cause ^ou feel an Impulse toward It; you are 
bom to it, because it is the natural destiny of 
the gentleman as of the peasant. That Is so to 
some small extent In England, or Scotland, or 
Ireland, but the extent Is relatively very small. 
Where a gentleman Is unmistakably labeled 
by a *' von " before bis name, the traditions 
enjoining what pursuits are or are not flt for 
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gentlemen must needs be longer of breaking 
down than where a duke^s grandson bears the 
same style as the ploughman's. Where, till 
quite lately, communication has been difficult, 
Industries few, and the police unfavorable to 
migration, the laborer also must needs be 
slower to realize that he is no longer legally 
tied to his native village. This being so, you 
would expect to find German agriculture in a 
respectable middle state of proficiency, not 
stimulated by any extraordinary aptitude or en- 
ergy, though pursued with ihetbod, industry and 
conscience. Just so you find it. Machinery is 
gaining ground inevitably, but not so swiftly 
as you would expect in a land where far- 
mers are men of education and capital. Tra- 
dition steps in before it, and whispers that per- 
haps after all the basket- fitted scythe suits the 
gradients of the field better, that the creamery 
with its separator is too far away. Collection 
and distribution appear less organized than in 
Denmark or France ; you get so little for an 
^gg^ whispers tradition; is it really worth 
while to set up depots and traveling carts to 
collect them? The old manure and the old 
stock do well enough ; why trouble to experi- 
ment, and import, and cross, in hope of im- 
proving them? 

This is not, of course, the universal voice, 
but it is perhaps a fair reading of the general 
chorus. And when competitors arise and prices 
tumble and markets are closed, there makes 
itself felt a second influence of the conditions 
of German country life. Agriculture is a 
social as well as an economic element, almost 
a political party of itself. Nowhere else is it 
in a position to put such pressure on the gov- 
ernment; nowhere else, "by consequence, is it 
so loud and insistent in demanding help from 
the government in every difficulty. Agricult- 
ure falls readily into State pauperism every- 
where, and in Germany every interest is prone 
to believe that State pauperism is the one 
seemly attitude for a suffering industry. Take 
these two characteristics together, add excep- 
tional social influence, cohesion and power, 
and you can understand the attitude of Ger- 
man agriculture toward the State. The en- 
ergy and persistence with which it attempts to 
dictftte measures frankly conceived in its own 
sole interest, and often directly opposed to the 
interest of every other class, has no parallel in 
the world. This is not the place to go into 
the history of the German agrarian move-, 
ment, which took its definite shape under 
Count Caprivi^s Chancellorship, and is as 
sharp a thorn in his successor's side to-day. 
How little it need be regarded as a serious 
political or economic factor can be seen 
readily from only one or two of its ambitions ; 
it has been seriously proposed that government 
should fix and maintain a price for corn, or 
that the importation of corn should be pro- 
hibited altogether for six months in the year. 
During these months the squire would have 
disposed of his crops to his own great satis- 
faction, but it would mean semi-starvation for 
the German workman, who cuts it fine 
•enough already. About that, the agrarian 
party troubles its head not one moment. The 
story of the sugar bounties, where agriculture 
did succeed in enforcing its pocket interest as 



a public policy, is even better known. It may 
have ruined the British West Indies, but it 
supplies the British artisan's wife with as 
much excellent sugar as she likes at Id. a 
pound — though, to be sure, a more expensive, 
sweeter sugar comes cheaper in the end. On 
the other side. It may have made the 
German sugar industry ; but as the bounty is 
paid on export onlv, the German artisan's wife 
pays at least 8d., out of lower wages, for the 
lowest quality of sugar. So long as it got its 
bounty and its good prices, German agricult- 
ure cared for this not a jot. But an artificially 
manufactured industry can be artificially de- 
stroyed, and that the beet grower has found. 
Higher bounties in other countries, and the 
Issue of an election in the United States, have 
brought the whole industry down again to the 
verge of beggary. 

Is the agrarian, therefore, beaten out of his 
heresies? Tou do not know the German agra- 
rian If you expect it. Obstinacy is the root of 
his whole character, and he only knocks the 
louder at the doors of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, and asks why France and Belgium 
are allowed to double the German bounty. In 
truth, the factious, selfish, fundamentally un- 
patriotic policy of German agriculture is an 
ugly enough reverse to the medal of Cincin- 
natus at the plow. The farming aristocracy 
claims a kind of divine right analogous to the 
outspoken pretensions of its Emperor. They 
are the nobles; they are the officers; they 
stand for the land, the support of dynasties 
and the nursery of armies. On the strength of 
all this they demand special consideration, at 
whatever cost to other elements, from the 
country to whose welfare they hold themselves 
essential. Essential no doubt they are. But 
it must be said that the advance in German 
prosperity during the last generation has not 
been in their province, nor are they to be 
looked to for the continuance and development 
of it. Germany's peaceful triumphs have been 
in manufacture and trade. Germany is trans- 
forming herself from an agricultural into an 
industrial country, almost as fast as did Britain 
In the '30s. 

And that is the reflection that lies always 
in the mind as you ride over the miles 
of fields or seek the certain wel- 
come behind the ramparts of trees. 
How long will it last? It is good for 
the nobility, this half-feudal, half-patriarchal 
life; it is far from wholly bad for the peasant; 
It need not, with larger views of national in- 
terest, be anything but a blessing, a political, 
social and moral anchor for the whole country. 
Only, how long will it last? The truth is hat 
it is doomed already. The fate of r^ral 
England is already settling over Germany — 
the depopulation of the villages. Walking 
with the proprietor among the stooks, you 
meet a dumpy, bowed, hairy man, and a not 
less brutish -looking woman, who to his greet- 
ing return only an Inarticulate grunt. They 
are Russians, hired for the harvest season, be- 
cause German labor Is not to be had. Through- 
out Germany, west of the Elbe, there is a trade 
in Russian and Polish labor. This labor steals 
over the Russian frontier and makes its way to 
Breslau, the great mart of the trade. There it 



sells itself to contraotors, who seil it in bulk, 
put on the rail on payment of carriage to any- 
body who is short of hands for the harvest. 
They talk no word of German beyond Ja and 
Nein, Each drove has its foreman; the drove 
is given a location, and there in bare huts 
men, women and children pig together. Their 
life seems hardly enviable even in good 
weather, but it appears to be t» their liking. 
For they seldom return to Russia— where, in- 
deed, the authorities would not welcome them 
with cordiality— but remain to be bearers ot 
burdens in Germany. The German bearer of 
burdens is off to the mills in the big town 
whose smoke hangs yonder l)ehind the hill. 

The old simple life is doomed. Prices and 
wages fall in the country as they rise in the 
centres of industrialism. Germany grows 
richer, but German agriculturists grow poorer; 
^^ wealth accumulates and men decav.'^ The 
country, from a variety of causes, will prob- 
ably take longer in the killing than it has done 
with us. The landlord-farmer saves one man's 
profit which British agriculture is called on to 
find; so long as he remains, the land is at least 
unburdened by rent. The laborer-boarder 
cuts off one source of outgoing; so long as he 
remains it is at least cheaper to feed ten 
mouths from one dish than from ten. The 
political influence of agriculture may bolster 
up prices awhile. But depopulation must 
come In the end ; it is arriving already. The 
nobility will not be content forever to remain 
poorer than their social inferiors. As yet there 
are few great fortunes, though many small 
ones, in the world of German industry ; but 
when they come, the nobility will probably 
flnd even a '^ von " small compensation for the 
prohibition to share them. Berlin is already 
one of the most brilliant of European capitals, 
and the officers of its garrison will be increas- 
ingly loath to say good-by to its amenities. 
The more they incline to let their land and live 
on rent, the less rent there can be to live on. 
At the other end of the scale the laborer will 
become less docile as the emissaries of Social 
Democracy hawk their pamphlets from hut to 
hut; he will strike out for a life of more risk 
and more freedom and enjoyment — the life of 
the factory, the trade-union and the beer shop. 
The agrarian policy may overreach itself, and 
end by sickening the government of its factious 
paupers altogether. JN^obles and commons 
will surely drain away to the towns, and leave 
the poor land drop back to endless heath 
again. 

What consequences the change will work on 
the whole system of Germany it staggers the 
imagination to predict. It is enough to see 
that the logical outcome of an Industrial Ger- 
many — nobility impoverished or industrial- 
ized, middle class enriched, operatives swell- 
ing in numbers and perfecting the already 
developing trade organizations — is very differ- 
ent from the step -fatherly despotism which 
Is the present ideal of its rulers. Mean- 
time, as we sit and smoke Hamburg cigars 
in the gathering night, we may l>e par- 
doned for looking sentimentally at the heads 
of unnumbered roebuck on the walls, at the 
fox-skin which the squire— O horror!— shot 
from his study window as it sniffed after the 
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fowls, at his wife in her cotton hoasewife^s 
gown, at the bailijff and his apprentice coming 
into supper with the family, and the weary, 
contented laborers following in the maid- 
servant who carries the sour cream and black 
bread to their quarters. The next generation 
may see none of these.— G^. W. Stevens ^ in 
Blackwood^s Magazine, 



Boilers for Steamships. 

In all well-ordered ship building the Con- 
struction of the boilers begins with the laying 
of the keel. In no department of ship build- 
ing are skill and experience of more vital im- 
portance than in the boiler shops; for the 
boilers are to the steamship what the heart is 
to the human body, and upon the proper dis- 
charge of their functions depends the whole 
efficiency of the structure. There is, doubtless, 
wider difference in quality of boiler work and 
in consequent performance between different 
establishments than in any other branch of the 
art. Some shops turn out boilers which begin 
with flrst-class performance on the prelimi- 
nary trial trip and maintain that standing 
throughout their period of duration; others 
begin with leaky tubes, sprung tube sheets and 
bad joints, and continue an unsatisfactory 
career until they land in the scrap heap at a 
time when a good boiler would be at its best. 

Slovenly work on a ship's hull may be reme- 
died by thorough repair. Even imperfect con- 
struction or defective adjustment of the work- 
ing parts of an engine may be corrected. But 
there is no salvation for a botched boiler, be- 
cause one defect always breeds another. Steam 
at 160 pounds square-inch pressure is an agent 
that will tolerate no trifling, and, hence, unless 
the boiler is perfect at the start in every detail, 
the cheapest disposition that can be made of it 
is to break it up and put in a new one that Is 
perfect. 

The boiler in most common use for sea- 
going ships is of the cylindrical, fire tube 
type, with inside furnaces, and is usually term- 
ed the Scotch boiler. Other types are used, 
such as the ''through and through," or loco- 
motive boiler, and the water coil or tubulous 
type, of which there are many kinds; The 
essential difference is that in the cylindrical and 
locomotive types the flre goes through the 
tubes, which are immersed in water, while in 
the coil type the water is forced through tubes 
surrounded by flre. 

The great amount of water required in the 
Scotch boiler is rapidly bringing about a more 
extended use of the water tubular kind. The 
earlier water- tube boilers did not have enough 
water to act as a heat reservoir, but the neces- 
sity for more water to insure uniformity of 
pressure is being recognized, and it is very 
probable that the coming boiler will be a tub- 
ular b iler with enough water in some large 
tube or tank to act as a water and steam 
reserve. — Louis Nixon, in Gassier'* s Magazine 
for March, 

nt. Nebo (Utah) Sug^ar Factory. 

It was made known on Thursday that the 



ing Edward Roberts, of Boston, and that he 
had consented to nnderti/ke the floating of 
bonds io the amount of $600,000 among in- 
vestors in the East. The bonds cover a period 
of twenty years, and draw 5 per cent. Mr. 
Edwards, who was interviewed with reference 
to the matter, confessed that he entered into 
the agreement with Mr. Cutler and his asso- 
ciates looking to the placing of securities, and 
that he would press the work as vigorously as 
possible. 

With the project itself he is more than fav- 
orably impressed, and said that were it not for 
unsettled conditions consequent upon the war. 
he would feel that everything could be put 
through with very little effort. However, the 
prize is one that should.be beneflted by war, as 
war means a curtailment of the output of 
sugar, and securities based on that article 
should And ready market. At all events he 
will go East, believing that capital will see it 
as he does. — Salt Lake Tribune, 



promoters of the project looking to a big sugar 
factory at Mt. Nebo had succeeded in interest- 



Trade Notes. 

Steam Economiacers. — Thb Louisiana 
Planter has received from the Lunkenheimer 
Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, its new 1898 
catalogue of valves, injectors, whistles, lubrica- 
tors, flle and grease cup and other steam econ- 
omizing specialties. It is a handsomely 
bound book of over two hundred pages, and 
will be sent free to our planters, engineers or 
manufacturers interested by addressing the 
Lunkenheimer Company, Cincinnati. It will 
do an engineer good to look over the series of 
lubricators, oil and grease cups, by means of 
of which an oil economy of 75 per cent, has 
been realized in at least one Louisiana sugar 
house. Every kind of a valve, steam whistle, 
gauge and other cocks, water and steam 
gauges, water and steam brass flttings is of- 
fered. Write for the catalogue. 

Double Effect.— Messrs. Payne & Joubert, 
the well-known machinery men of this city, 
advertise for sale elsewhere in this issue a 60,- 
000 gallon standard double effect, strictly 
modem and nearly new. They say the appa- 
ratus is offered for sale simply to make room 
for one of larger capacity, and any one desir- 
ing something of the Idnd would do well to in- 
vestigate this. An investment of this kind 
should save half of the amount invested in 
the reduced cost of fuel the flrst season. 

Lidgerwood Hoisting Engines.— Mr. J 

H. Dickinson, the well known engineer with 
Messrs. Woodward, Wight & Co., who are the 
New Orleans agents of the Lidgerwood Manu- 
facturing Company, which advertises its cane 
hoists in this journal, tells us that his company 
has just supplied ammunition hoists for the 
war ships Tosemite and Dixie, being fitted out 
at Newport News as auxiliary cruisers. Within 
nine days from the receipt of the order the 
Lidgerwood Company furnished ten complete 
hoists, coinP^^^^ double cylinder engines, 
cages, ^iiideSi sheaves and all the necessary 
Mr. Dickinson cites this 'as a 
he can do for the sugar 
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plain^* ijovXAxoA In the way of cane hoists 



for the coming crop and asks for corre- 
spondence relative thereto to be addressed to 
Woodward, Wight & Co,, New Orleana. 

PaMeur's Vaccine for Charbon.— The 

Pasteur Vaccine Company, whose advertise- 
ment will be found in this journal, desire to 
call the attention of the sugar planters of 
Louisiana to their preventive remedy for char- 
bon, which frequently Is so destructive in 
Louisiana. They have recently issued a cir- 
cular which records the remarkable success of 
the black leg vaccine which has been largely 
used on cattle in Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Colorado, California, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Wyoming and Texas, with extraordinary 
results in the protection of the vaccinated 
cattle. The experience of recent years on the 
Gulf States indicates that horses and mules 
can in a like manner be rendered immune by 
the use of Pasteur's vaccine for charbon. The 
Pasteur Vaccine Company, 54 Fifth Avenue, 
Chicago, may be addressed for particulars, and 
the vaccine may also be had from Messrs. I. L. 
Lyons &.Co., New Orleans. 



Insurance that Insures. 

The Hon. H. C. Minor, of Houma, La., 
whose recent death was so widely mourned in 
Louisiana, had two policies in the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of New York, one 
for $12,000 and one for $85,000. The latter 
policy was on the return premium plan. The 
full value of his two policies was $47,000 and 
they netted his estate $59,537. The prompt 
payment of this claim by the Mutual Life, and 
the splendid results of the investment made 
by Mr. Minor has attracted the attention of 
New Orleans merchants to the merits and 
plans of the Mutual Life Insurance of New 
York. Business men realize that life insur- 
ance is not only a protection for the family,, 
but a splendid investment for the estate, 
especially when the policies are written in the 
Mutual Life, the largest life company in the 
world ; a company owned by its policy-hold- 
ers and run in their interest by men of signal 
ability and long experience. Messrs. Post & 
Bowles, managers in this city for the States 
of Louisiana and Mississippi, will take pleas- 
ure in explaining the excellent plans now 
offered by the Mutual Life of New York.— 
New Orleans Insurance Agent, May, 189S, 

Col. G. G. Zenor, of the Riverside plantation, 
near Pattersonville, was in town during the 
past week for the purpose of attending the 
reticular monthly meeting of the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters' Association. The colonel is a 
regular attendant at these meetings, an exam- 
ple some of his confreres could not do better 
than to imitate. 

Mr. J. E. Munson held his usual position as 
field manager on Col. L. S. Clark^s Lagonda 
plantation during the past campaign, and 
maintained his reputation as a splendid field 
marshal. Col. A. J. Sypher had charge of the 
engineering department, assisted in an able 
manner by Mr. Henry Boudreaux, while Mr. 
Jules Luddecka handled the vacuum pan. 
Under such favorable auspices Lagonda could 
not fail to obtain magnificent results. 
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Strict Prime. 
Good Prime . 
Prime. 



Good Fair. 
Pair. 



Good Common... 
Common ............. 

brfetior 

CeBtrifngal. 

fwtcy 

Choice. 



Strict Prime*. 
good Prime 

Prime ^ 

Good Fair 

Fair. 



Good Common . 
Common ........... 

Inferior. 
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SUGAR, 
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Powdered 
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At four port8 of the United States to.. 

At four ports of Great Britain to 

At Havana and Matanzas to 



STOCKS. 

Apr. 27« 



Apr. 28 

Apr. 27 



..Tons 



846.817 
77 600 
" 86,000 



RSCEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDINO MAY 13, x8g8. 



Recelvea.. 

Sold 



Hhds. 
181 
181 



-SUGAR- 



Barrels. 

11,966 

14,600 



MoLAssae. 
Barrels. 
1,667 
1,667 



RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS PROM SEPT. 



1897, TO MAY Z3, Z898. 

-SUOAR- 



Received .«.„ 

Sold 

Received same time last year.. 



Hhds. 
22,612 
22,612 
84,916 



Barrels. 
1,428,069 
1,408,787 
1,281,982 



MOLASSBS. 

Barrels. 
187,702 
187,702 
219,287 
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WEEKLY MARKET REPORT. 



1898. 



RICE. 

itOIWB, y bbl 

Clean, Fvicjr_.__„ 
Choice-..^... 

Prime 

Good 

Fair 

Ordinary _ 
Common^-M* 
Inferlor.__ 

No. 8. 

BlAMt V ton 

Poms, V ton 



May 7. 



S 2636 86 
6»e6^ 

6 esH 



8 98X 

12 009 

1« 00 9 



Mays. 



8 8636 86 
6J<(86 

8 93y 

18 6)018 00 



May 10. 



2 S6@6 86 
SH96 

— «« — 

18 60@1S 00 



May 11. 



8 8695 86 
6X06H 

-« - 

8 @8y 
18 6)918 CO 



May 18. 



8 85@6 86 
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- « — 
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May 18. 



8 86a 6 86 
6y«6 
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2 92y 



Saxx Day Toms or Marxxt at CLosnra 
Last Ykar. ofWebk. 



N. 
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12 50aiS 00 12 50^18 00,12 000 



16 00 j» 116 OOg '16 00^-- — II6 00 d II6 OOg '17 OOi 



18 00 



Strong. 



J Very firm. 



KBCBIPTS AND 8ALK8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FOB! THB WBBK 
BNDINQ MAY Z3; z8g8. 



Rteekred 

Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

672 
-«. 851 



Bbls. Clkan. 
226 
2,019 



RBCBIPT8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FROM AUQ. I, 1897, TO MAY 
13, ii93. GOMPARBD WITH UkBT TBAR, 8AMB TIMB. 

Sacks Rough. Bbls. CLSAfr . 
This yetf .-^- ..-^^,,.-.. 



Last year.. 



466,189 
876,767 



8,070 
9,288 



The local sugar market was steady at 
the end of the week, and a fair amount 
of business was reported. Arrivals 
were very good for this season. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle 'goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals steady. 



Rice. 

Receipts of rough rice were small at the 
end of the week, and* offerings were 
very restricted. Everything that came 
in the market was promptly taken at 
full prices. Clean was firm, with offer- 
ings moderate. 



Lower Burmah Rice Crop Prospects. 

The Louisiana Planter has received 
its Calcutta advixjes up to April 7, in 
which a report is made on the rice crop 
prospects in lower Burmah. A slight 
increase in acreage is reported, and the 
estimate of the exportable surplus is 
placed at 1,636,000 long tons of cleaned 
rice. There was a good demand for 
rice, and prices were advancing. 



Ttie Rice Market. 

It would seem as though *'top notch •' had 
at last been reached in the rice marlcet, at 
least 60 far as the volume of business is con- 
cerned. The movement of the weel£ by a pe- 
culiar coincidence was an almost exact dupli- 
cate of its predecessor. As heretofore, all de- 
sirable grades find ready sales long before ar- 
rival, and as natural under such conditions, 
tellers keep their former place of vantage. 
This season the tardy operator has gotten illy 
rewarded for his patient waiting, having contin- 
ually to pay more and sometimes not getting 
goods until after protracted delay. The '^ spot 
stock'' is entirely composed of lower grades and 



being of rather abundant quality, values have 
not until now responded in any wise to the 
radical changes so constantly occurring in the 
better sorts. This week, however, a greatly 
enlarged call has caused a tightening up of 
prices and further advances are predicted, as 
they are still }^ cent below importing cost. 
This relative cheapness in comparison with 
prices abroad also holds true in degree on all 
styles, hence outlook indicates further im- 
provement. Advices from the South note a 
greatly shrunken demand in the home product, 
as the crop is practically closed out and the 
main dependence from now on until new crop 
must be on the foreign sorts. Cables and cor- 
respondence from abroad note continuance of 
former active conditions, with hardening ten- 
dency under shortened supply. As previously 
intimated the time may come when Europe 
will, by reason of increased tonnage facilities 
from the East, secure its requirements and 
some easinji: of values, but such outcome will 
be long deferred and is of little interest, as by 
that time the new crop of the United States 
will have been reached. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
59,250 barrels. Sales, 58,720 barrels. Steady 
featureless demand, mainly foreign. 

Talmage, N^ew Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, in- 
clusive of amount carried over, 537,065 sacks; 
last year, 568,036 sacks. Sales, cleaned, esti- 
mated, 120,495 barrels; last year, 106,020 bar- 
rels. Good local demand at hardening values; 
principal outside business is on foreign. 



The Japanese Rice Marlcet. 

M. Raspe & Co.'s rice report, dated Kobe, 
April 6, 1898, says : Our last was dated March 1. 

The tone of our rice markets in the mean- 
time has remained very excited. It is now 
said that the actual shortage of our last rice 
crop is considerably larger than estimated by 
the government in their official statements, and 
considering the continued small supplies from 
the interior \ve are inclined to believe the offi- 
cial figures to be far out. 

After a au^rt period of quietness about a 
week ago further sharp rush has set in, 
prices for v^ . XyvO'W^ rice advancing rapidly 



from yen 6.50 per picul to yen 6.70 and yen 7.00, 
and closing at yen 7.40 per plcul, equal to 188. 
3d. f. o. b. 

Under these circumstances, of course, a very 
limited export business only has been done, 
amounting to some small transactions for New 
York, Australia and Hamburg on the basis of 
yen 6.60 to yen 6.70 per picul, which, after all, 
caused a serious loss to the Japanese contrac- 
tors. 

The Tokio Rice Exchange, following the ex- 
ample of the Osaka Exchange, has been closed 
in consequence of differences having arisen be- 
tween the brokers, which, however, it is be- 
lieved, may be shortly overcome. The govern- 
ment are doing their best to put a stop to the 
reckless gambling in future dealings, but so far 
without noticeable success. 

Import rice— The large arrivals from Ran- 
goon, Saigon, Singapore and Hong Kong are 
finding a ready market, and go off promptly 
into the interior. In spite of this the market, 
about a fortnight a>2:o, showed signs of a lull, 
the Japanese not being inclined to pay the ad- 
vanced prices asked from Saigon, Bangkok, 
Rangoon, etc., and withholding from fresh un- 
dertakings. 

But when the news reached Hong Kong that 
the Chinese government had prohibited the 
export of rice from fear of a famine at Canton 
the tone of our rice markets again became 
more lively, and a good business has been done 
in Slam and Rangoon rice, nnd, to a smaller 
extent, also in Saigon, for. April-May ship- 
ment. 

For more distant shipment there is no in- 
clination at present, and it will mainly depend 
on the outturn of this year's wheat crop 
whether and to what extent further rice will 
have to be imported. So far the weather has 
been favorable, and the prospects for the new 
wheat crop are good. But nothing definite 
can he ascertained before May or June. 

Freights — To Europe are unchanged, to New 
York 308. had to be ps\d.— Picayune. 



Capt. Geo. E. Mann, of the Lower Coast, 
was in the city during the past few days. Cap- 
tain Mann attended the meeting of the Louisi- 
ana Sugar Planters' Association on Thursday 
night. 
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WANTS. 



Wo wlU publish in this colnmii, Irea of chug* until 
InrthOT notice, the appUciUlont of nU mftn«ir«t, orer- 
Moti, onglnoen and tngmr mmken, and oOm who may 
h« MtUng poaltiona in the conntry. and alao the wanta 
•f planter! detlrinfc to employ any of theae. 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
engineer, for construction, repaiia and general 
work. Satisfactory references as to abilitT and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, ioa6 Jena street. 
New Orleans. 5*xo 9^ 

WANTED — A POSITION AS RAILROAD 
trackman on some planUtion. Address E., St. 
Bernard P. O., La. S-io-gS. 



WANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHER OR SIM- 
ilar for coming season, by experienced roan of 35: 
first-class recommendation; well posted on general 
office work; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address E., care L. Schuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solms P, O., Ascension parish, La. 5 3-9^ 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take ofF crop; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dress iD. W.B., No. 730 Valmont street. New Orleans, 
La. S-3 9» 



W^ 



rANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
^ and engineer, fifteen years' experience In refineries 
and suaar houses; can give first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WESTON, 740 Poydras street, New 
Orleans, La. 4-a6-98 



ANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 
. . tie, open pan and vacuum pan su^ar maker, a 
position for this coming grindingseason ; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX bSRPASSE, St. 



W 



Bernard P. O., La. 



4-37-^ 



TXTANTED— POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
W assistant mansger, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a staole; I am a married man, 30 years 
old; have good references as to habits and capability; 
all letters will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DSETRICH, Hammond, La. A'*3'fS 

WANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
referepces furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box a, Natchitoches, La. 4-ao-(^ 



WANTED-ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having experienee. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sugar planUtion; can give 
beat of references as to ability and character. Adoress 
|oo, care Planter. 



W 



ANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 

and sugar house engineers in the State is now open 
for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any Urge house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. U. B,, 1937 Cleveland street. New Orleans, 
La. 4-6-98 



ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 

would like an engagement for the comingseason ; 

recommendors the best in the SUte. *^^" — -— - 



W 



Eureka, St. Louis county. Mo. 



Address J. FRANZ, 
4698 



WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
rultry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
S. DARRAGH, Ceoterville, La. 4-5-98 

TITANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best orreferences from my xormer em- 
ployers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
JnK. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
icferences and reasonable terms: small children pre- 
ferred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 



-1X7 ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
W Painter; can give good references. Address soo, 
this office. 4*9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has hod many years' experience. Adoress 
GEO. CODE, Sr.,No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 



TXTANTED-^A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
* ^ perience in heavy frsming and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sugar houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
frsming than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from archltecU, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling: understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. S. 
MOORE, a85 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

a.a5-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-16^8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, as YEARS' Ex- 
perience in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as mansger or his assisUnt; best of 
testimonials. Addresa SUCCESS, Produce Exchange, 
E IS, New York. 3-17-98 



W A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wanU a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-clasa recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3-17*98 



WANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicating with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, speclallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most modem machinery for beet sugar 

SlanU. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. P., 1304 M. Delaware street, Indianapolis. Ind. 

3-a6.98. 



ANTED- A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 

vacunm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 

for 1898 crop ; best of reference and satisfaction guaran- 



W 



teed. H. J . ^A VOY, PainconrtviUe, La. 



31898. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
seer and machinist, to do repairs and Uke off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Oamp atreet. New Orleans, 
La. 3-9-98 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
sition at once; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification; write for further particulars, W.J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-98 



WANTED — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder ; will take iob work : can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3* 5-98 

TXTANTED- A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
*" ice-house work; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer; can furnish good references. Adoress 
F. G. LoRENZ, 43S Chartres street, city. 3-4*98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man wbo has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarizing ; habiu strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
LouisiAXfA Plantxb. a-ai-98. 



WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a poaition aa manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. >-a3-98. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION Ao MANAGER OR 

assistant manager on sugar plantation, by ay onag 

married man, 38 years of age ; have hsd long years of ex- 

ferience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
'uiNTXR, S18 and s*o Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

a-a4-^ 



WANTED— IRISHAMEBICAN, a6 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient. oe«ires posi- 
tion of msnsgement in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, Sution O, Philadelphia, Pa. a-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACXKHtf PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satUfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. a-8^ 



WANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
season; first-class references furnished. Address 
H. G. Hiir, Ponchatoula, La. 3-36^ 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boiler in some large factory. Best of refer- 
ences given. W. B., Box da, Donaldsonville, La. 

3-3>-9*« 



WANTED— EMPLOYMENT AS COPPERSMITH 
and she«t iron worker in country for repairs or 
new work in refinery or sugar house ; long experience 
and good references giYen ; easy terms. Address T. D., 
iia9 Orange street. New Orleans. a-i5-97 



W^ 



ANTED — A POSITION IN A PRIVATE 
family as a general yard man,city or country. Ad- 
dress PETER SANDERS, 130 North Franklin street, 
New Orleans. 3-10-98 

WA N T E D— POSITION BY COMPETENT 
druggist, five vearr experience, or clerk in mer- 
chandise store; single; no bad habits: best of refer* 
ences. Address AMMONIA, P. O. Box S7* Jackson, 
La. a>io-g8 

TX7ANTED-TWO YOUNG MEN, HAVING HAD 
*^ conaiderable practical experience and thoroughly 
competent to handle the chemical work of a beet sugar 
house, desim positions for coming campaign j the best 
of references on application. Address " CKYSTALS,'* 
~ ».S-98 



care Planter. 



ANTED-A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN 

on a plantation ; has had many vears' cocperience; 

can furnish good references. Address' F. SINTES, a43S 



W 



Chartrea street. 



a-S-98 



For Sale... 



Five Double Flue Boilers in good 
order, with steam and mud drums and 
breaching; 26 feet long. 36 inches 
diameter, with two 13 Inch flues. Never 
been used with coal. Address, 

McCALL & LEGENDRE, 

McCALL P. 0., U. 
SUCCESSION SALE. 

A fine Sugar Plantation containing 1675 <cres 
fullj stocked and well worked in csne and 
corn this ^^ear, fronting on Vermilion River, 
South of Abbeville, La., will be sold for cash 
May 3 1 St, 1898. This is a rare opportunity to 
buy a first-cla^s sugar plantation cheap. Write 
to Solomon Wisb, Administrator, Abbbvillb, 
La., for particulars. 



S. F. HEASLIP, Pres. 



C. CRAWLEY, Treas- 



JNO. C. PARKER, Vice Pres. and CenM Mgr. 



LOUISIANA DISTILLERY CO., Ltd. 



ALWAYS IN THE MARKET FOR LOW GRADE 



CENTRIFUGAL MOLASSES. 

TANK CARS FURNISHED. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
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THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

AND 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OFFICIAL OROAN OP THE 
Loui$iana Sugar Ptanten' A99oeiation, 
iscMMion Branch Sugar Planters' A99oeiation, 
Louisiana Sugar Chemf$i9' A990ciathn, 
fan$a$ Sugar Qrow9r9' A990ciation, 
Tbtom Sugar Plant9r9' A99ociation. 
PwbHitfd at N«w OrlMUM, La., every taturday Mominif 

BY THB 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUPACTURBR CO. 

Devoted to Lonialana Agriculture in general, and to 

";e Sugar Industry in particular, and in all ' 

branchee^ Agricultural, Mechanical, Chem- 



BDITORIAL corps: 



W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D. 
W, W. PUGH. 
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Terms of Subscription (including postage).... 
Foreign Subscription 



-..43 00 
— 4 00 



ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 



1 Inch _ 

3 Inch ... 

3 inch 

4 Inch 

5 Inch 

6 inch „. 

7 Inch 

a Inch 

9 inch 

10 Inch 

lialf Page. 

Pull Page. 



1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



I 6 00 
9 60 
14 60 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 
32 60 
36 00 
38 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



^ 12 60 

24 00 

36 20 

47 60 

68 76 

70 00 

81 16 

90 00 

96 00 

100 00 

160 00 

260 00 



} 18 76 

36 00 

64 40 

71 26 

88 16 

106 00 

121 76 

136 00 

142 60 

160 00 

226 00 

400 00 



$ 26 00 

48 00 

72 60 

96 00 

117 60 

140 00 

162 60 

180 00 

190 00 

200 00 

300 00 

600 00 



All communications should be addressed to Thb 
UnnsiAMA Plamtbr, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans, La. 



^cCall Brothers, 
af cCall A Legendre, 
Leon Oodchanz, 
lames Teller, 
B. Lemann A Bro. 
Lconce Soniat, 
LoulaBush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Spaniel Thompson, 
Foot A Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Lucliis Forsyth Jr., 
Bdward J. Gay, 
Shattuck A Hoffman, 
Bmile Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Ziegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. 8. Clark, 
I. B. Levert, 
Simpson Homor, 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. Sutdlffe, 

iohn 8. Moore, 
ames C. Murphy, 
Of. Webre, 



LIST OP STOCKHOLDERS. 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Ellis, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
W;J. Behan, 



J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Edwards A Haubtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
",. H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
S. AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Gari^, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Milllken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



BXBC17TIW COXmTTBB: 



Henry McCall, 
Laden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. H. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President 



Lavas and Soils of the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

The last mail from the Hawaiian 
Islands brought to us a handsomely 
printed and bound volume of nearly 
200 pages on the Lavas and Soils of the 
Hawaiian Islands, by Dr. Walter Max- 
well, Director and Chief Chemist of the 
Hawaiian Experiment Station, and cov- 
ering the investigations into the subject 
matter made by Dr. Maxwell and his 
assistants during the last few years. 
The book is printed and published in 
Honolulu, by the Hawaiian Gazette Com- 
pany and is a most creditable produc- 
tion. 

Dr. Maxwell discusses the nature and 
origin of Hawaiian soils ; the Hawaiian 
lavas and rocks j their disintegration; 
the primary effects of chemical action 
on lavas ; laterites, their occurrence and 
origin ; Hawaiian soils, upland and low- 
land J the relative fertility of the several 
types of soils ; the availability and loss 
of the elements of plant food in Hawai- 
ian soils by water and by cropping, and 
a final summary of the subject matter, 
the whole beipg an exhaustive consider- 
ation of the subject such as only a com- 
petent scientist such as Dr. Maxwell, 
would be capable of writing. 

The soils of the Hawaiian Islands are 
derived from volcanic lavas, and climatic 
influences have been the chief cause of 
the decomposition of the lavas and their 
soil formation. Dr. Maxwell believes 
that the soils of these islands are quite 
different from the soils of the United 
States, and that relatively speaking the 
soils of these islands are in their youth, 
and the soils of the United States and 
Europe in a state of old age. The 
wonderful development of the sugar in- 
dustry in the Hawaiian Islands, so far 
exceeding the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of its promoters in 1875, gives evi- 
dence of tl^ft grreat fertility of the tillable 
lands, thvjss Lx ^^^^^ ^^^^^ having been 
\hQ esse^^i ; ^ factor in the great devel- 
opment t L ^^ a occurred in the culture 



^V 



of the sugar cane. Dr. Maxwell believes 
in a rational system of fertilization 
based upon the data derived from the 
extensive and thorough studies cited in 
the volume before us. The book is 
handsomely illustrated, with several 
volcanic views, the text showing the 
close relation that has obtained between 
the volcanoes and the cultivable soils of 
the islands. 



Ttie Louisiana Cane Crop. 

Continued dry weather is giving rise 
to loud complaint in almost all sections 
of the sugar district, but the ability of 
the cane to recuperate from the effects 
of drought has been so often demon- 
strated that serious apprehensions of 
disaster are not yet entertained. The 
soil is being carefully stirred as much 
as possible and everything is being done 
to enable the young canes to hold out 
with a minitnum of suffering until the 
advent of rain, and to put them in the 
best shape for reaping the full benefit of 
the showers when they arrive. The 
efforts of the growing plants to seek the 
moisture in the subsoil is fostering root 
development, and the improvement 
when rain falls will be marked and 
immediate. 

Mr. R. E. Lee Todd, at one time with the 
Calumet place of Mr. Wibray J. Thompson, 
on Bayou Teche, is now the manager of the 
Crawford plantation, St. Mary parish, and it 
is reported that he brings out of the soil of 
Crawford some of the finest sugar cane in the 
State. 

Mr. John Paul Baldwin, sugar planter, in- 
ventor and a gentleman of considerable re- 
nown on account of bis many genial qualities, 
left on the IST. O. & N. E. R. R. last Monday 
evening for his summer home in Berea, Ohio. 
He was accompanied by Mrs. Baldwin. 

Mr. J. M. McBride, of Terrebonne parish, 
has been absent for a few days in Alabama . 
and Mississippi. Mr. McBride passed through 
the city last Thursday en route home. At the 
Grand Cote plantation of Mr. G. L. Hall, Mr. 
L. Brown was manager during the past cam- 
paign, and Mr. W. H. Riggs, the well-known 
sugar boiler of Jeanerette, La., had charge of 
the vacuum pan. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Ascension. 

[Special Correspondence.) 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The dry spell still 
oontinnef), and the note of complaint issuing 
from the clarion throats of planters, managers, 
overseers and field hands grows louder and 
louder, portending either the disaster to the 
agricultural interests of this section or an ex- 
ceptionally fine reward for the year's labors. 
Quien sabe^ It is a well-known matter of fact, 
supported by abundant precedent, that reports 
of the utter and absolute destruction of the 
fruit crop of New Jersey and Delaware by late 
frosts and freezes are almost invariably the 
precursors of universally fine yields of the suc- 
culent peaches, pears and apples, for which 
that section of our great country is particularly 
noted. By the same token it frequently hap- 
pens that the seasons which seem at the outset 
the most unpropitious in our glorious sugar- 
producing region prove to be especially fruit- 
ful, favorable and prosperous in their out- 
come. 

Reports are heard from every hand to the 
effect that cane is dying in the fields for lack 
of moisture. A well-known manager remarked 
in the presence of your correspondent this 
morning that never before in his experience 
had he seen cane absolutely perishing because 
of want of rain; but experience teaches us 
that our staple plant is a hardy one, which 
often recuperates from the most trying and 
seemingly hopeless conditions. We can but 
trust that history will in this respect repeat 
itself, and that the old rule of ^\a dry season 
and a big sugar crop^' will be exemplified 
anew by our experience of 1898. 

The maximum temperature during the past 
week has been 92 deg., the minimum 70, and 
the river has declined from 28 feet above low 
water mark to 24.7 feet above that point. 
Local Observer Park reports this morning 
that the river is falling very slowly and the 
rainfall is '' out of sight.'' 

Under the circumstances plantation news is 
almost an unknown quantity, but in this in- 
stance it can not be said that ^^ no news is 
good news," since the kind mostly now to be 
desired is the chronicle of copious precipita- 
tion of moisture to lay the dust, replenish 
drinking water receptacles and impart re- 
newed life and vigor to the drooping crops. 
Almost daily indications of this blessing are 
given us, but they " keep the word of promise 
to the ear to break it to the bope. " 

I said last week that unless something unfore- 
seen prevented, you should hear more of the 
planters' dinner and ball in to-day*s letter, 
but the unexpected has happened in the shape 
of the eighteenth annual session of the Grand 
Lodge Knights of Pythias of Louisiana, which 
was held at Donaldsonville on Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday of the current week. Hav- 
ing been very closely identified with the pleas- 
ant labor of receiving and entertaining the 
members of that body, your correspondent is 
again compelled to throw himself upon the 
mercy of The Planter and its readers, and to 
ask that present shortcomings be excused in 
the weekly contribution from Ascension. 



Iberville. 

[Special Oorrespondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Excepting a small 
shower on Bayou Plaquemine, Friday, the 
13th inst., barely sufilcient to lay the dust, no 
rain has fallen in the parish for more than a 
month, and some parts of the parish have had 
none for nearly sixty days. With cool nights 
and dry windy days the crops have grov^*n 
very little. The ground, however, is being 
constantly stirred and everything is in good 
shape to reap much benefit from the rain 
when It does come. 

Some big improvements are in progress at 
the St. Louis sugar house of the Edward J. 
Gay Planting and Manufacturing Company, 
Limited, while the fields are not being 
neglected, and in the matter of drainage no 
expense is being spared. The Tennessee ad- 
dition to St. Louis has been thoroughly ditched 
and two immense canals, one being thirty feet 
in width, have been dug to carry the water 
back into the swamp. The com is being laid 
by and one and one-fourth bushels of pease to 
the acre planted in it. The improvements in 
the sugar house consist mainly of a new mill, 
which will be put in by the Birmingham 
people. It will be a double mill with rollers 
seven feet long and thirty -four inches in 
diameter, with a large crusher in front. This 
is the largest mill the Birmingham company 
has ever tackled. Deming's process of super- 
heat clarification with a daily capacity 
of 200,000 gallons will be installed, and 
the capacity of the Lillie triple effect 
will be increased from 100,000 to 200,000 
gallons per twenty-four hours. All the old 
clarifiers at St. Louis have been taken out; the 
sugar house structure has been widened twenty- 
five feet more, and the better part of the 
machinery will be arranged on one floor. 
Messrs. Gibbons and Stream, popular machin- 
ery men of New Orleans, have charge of con- 
struction. When completed St. Louis will 
have one of the biggest and best sugar houses 
in the State, with a daily capacity for handling 
1500 tons of cane. St. Louis has its own saw- 
mill, which is kept running steadily to supply 
the large amount of lumber required, and the 
output of a pretty good-sized brickyard is 
needed, for in the foundation alone 300,000 
bricks will be used. Hon. Andrew H. Gay is 
the president of this progressive company, and 
in its management he is ably assisted by Mr. 
Andrew H. Gay, Jr. 

At AUemanla, the fine property of the John 
Reuss Planting Company, Limited, they are 
fixing to enlarge their mill room ; they have 
taken out tbeir old mills, and are waiting for 
Mr. M. L. Flowers to start the foundation for 
the new mill from the Fulton Iron Works. 
The old Rillieux effects from Belle Helene, 
with a capacity of 6000 gallons, will be install- 
ed, and the capacity of their vacuum pan aug- 
mented 2000 pounds by the addition of a 2-foot 
ring. The work of improvement is under the 
direction of Messrs. Wehrman and Come, and 
when completed Allemania^s house is expected 
to handle about 400 tons each day. Manager 
J. A. Lorio has his field in fine shape. He is 
applying 400 pounds pf meal to his plant cane. 



His front stubbles are the l>est we have seen 
anywhere. Rain is badly needed here, as else- 
where, and we were shown some plant cane 
that had been worked and the middles broken 
out three times since the last rain. 

Iberville. 



Terrebonne. 



LSpecial 0orreai>on<lenc6.1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The somewhat 
prolonged absence of rainfall, is a source of 
anxiety to those who are engaged In agricult- 
ure, whether on a small or large scale, and 
all are hoping for seasonable showers to satu- 
rate the upper stratum of earth ; but not a pro- 
longed wet spell or fiooding precipitation. 
With adequate moisture and the present tem- 
perature, crops would grow apace, also extra- 
neous vegetation, particularly when the soil 
has not been sufiiciently stirred. With the 
implements to be had, crops should not suffer 
from dry weather as In former years — flelda 
can now be cultivated oftener and much more 
effectively. The drought of 1870 was more 
prolonged than any experienced in the past 
thirty years— it lasted from the beginning of 
March until about the 20th of June. To show 
the hardiness of stubble, the writer had a field 
which remained on the bar until after the 
above date, which was laid by as soon after 
the rain as circumstances would permit, and 
at harvest time the canes yielded 1^ hogs- 
heads of sugar per acre, without fertilizer, 
other than what the plant cane left from the 
pea vine crop grown prior to planting in cane. 
The cane fields, although not as green as 
might be desired, present a better appearanoe 
than they would had planters been compelled 
to neglect their crops from an excess of rain- 
fall. 

Generally the canes are not as tall at present 
as they promised a month ago, due to the ab- 
sence of sufilcient moisture, but still more to 
the absence of heat at night, which kept the 
ground too cold for either rapid root or stalk 
growth. When the drawbacks are duly con- 
sidered, with almost a certainty of showers at 
no distant date, as an entirety as far as seen 
the crop prospect Is a favorable one, particu- 
larly the ratoons of the first year, where in 
many instances canes can be seen only several 
days old. The writer has recently seen fields, 
if they could be fertilized with 400 pounds of 
chemicals of high grade, have stand enough 
to insure 5000 pounds of sugar per acre, if 
they could be cut even early in December. 

Cultivators of different types, most of them 
too lightly constructed for rough usage on 
plantations, plows and hoe gangs are now 
kept busy, as far as the labor supply will per- 
mit, cultivating the fields of cane and com — 
some of the latter having already received the 
laying-by worldng. The velvet bean is being 
tested on a small scale on Southdown, the 
estate of the late Mr. H. 0. Minor, and at Con- 
cord, of Col. William Minor. At Argyle, of 
Messrs. Bon villain Bros., they propose to use 
what is termed the wild pea on an extensive 
scale this season. It is claimed they possess 
two very desirable qualities—are not easily in- 
jured by rains and keep green until frost. 
The crops up the Bayou Black on the line of 
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railroad present that mixed appearance to be 
seen elsewhere. At Hollywood, a portion of the 
estate of Mr. H. C. Minor, are some excellent 
fields of plant cane and stubble; at Crescent 
Farm, the Shaffer estate, the canes seen from 
the road are somewhat small, but the rear 
fields look well. The corn in the parish has 
been laid by. At EHendale the crop prospect 
seems favorable, with excellent plant cane on 
the front. At Ardoyne, of Mr. J. D. Shaffer, 
no plant cane to be seen immediately on the 
road; corn crop promising, laid by with pease 
up. At Belle Grove, of Mr. J. McBride, rear 
fields look well, and promising plant cane 
crop; also at Kebecca, of Mr. K. Cocke. 

Wednesday of last week, fair; Thursday, 
fog, fair, warmer; Friday and Saturday, fogs, 
and sunshine later; Sunday and Monday, par- 
tially cloudy and warm south winds; Tuesday, 
fog and very warm, and Wednesday light fog 
and heavy dew. 

The official weekly weather report from 
Schriever is as follows: 

Temperature. Sanshlne. Rainfall. 



May 9 


.... 83 


48 


100 


" 10 


87 


53 


60 


" 11 


69 


58 


100 


" 12 


86 


56 


100 


»' 13 


89 


55 


100 


'' 14 


92 


56 


100 


" 15 


92 


56 


100 


1 


85 


54 


93 
Terrebonne. 




V« 


;rinilion 





[Special Correspondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather still 
continues dry and windy, and present indica- 
tions are that rain is several days off yet. It 
has not been so very long since we had rain, 
but the incessant high winds have completely 
dried all moisture out and driven it from the 
surface. Vegetation of all kinds is suffering 
for rain ; field crops have suffered very much 
for the past five or six days and another week 
of drought will injure all crops save cane very 
materially. The cane crop is weathering the 
drought as well as could be expected. Plant 
cane has been checked more in its growth 
than stubble, though, on.a whole the cane 
planters are generally, taking everything in- 
to consideration, well pleased with the pres- 
ent condition of the crop. The stand is very 
good of both plant and stubble. Chinch bugs 
are reported to be on cane in "several sections, 
but damage from them is not alarmingly 
looked forward to. Com, however, is less for- 
tunate and is being badly damaged by both, 
the drought and the chinch bug. The former 
spreads over the entire parish, but the latter 
fthe insect) is infesting certain localities only. 

The Planter correspondent was through 
the entire cane and com belt east of Abbeville 
a few days ago, and careful investigation failed 
to reveal the presence of this bug beyond a 
limit of five miles east of Abbeville; both north 
and south from Abbeville, on the Vermilion 
river, they are found in great quantities. The 
cotton crop is very backward, and though the 
dry weather is not hurting it much, the cool 
weather is. Potatoes and garden vegetables 
are drying up. The rice crop in the immediate i 



neighborhood of Abbeville and the crop at 
Queydan is looking fine. This rice is irrigated. 
But a small acreage of ** Providence " rice 
has been planted yet. The Planter man 
drove through the country to Gueydan last 
Friday, the 13th, and the appearance that the 
entire country presents around that flourish- 
ing little town is beautiful to behold. It is 
strictly a* rice country, and as far as the eye 
can see, in every direction from the town, and 
that is quite a distance, for the country is one 
vast prairie, it beholds one solid rice field. 
The vast irrigating canals have been repaired, 
the levees have been remodeled, the lands are 
cultivated up to date, and all in all everything 
presents an excepti mally neat and clean ap- 
pearance, which is indicative of thrift and 
prosperity. These vast fields are already green 
with rice, which is large enough to admit an 
Inch of water over the land. Here we saw the 
prettiest stretch of water that it has ever been 
our pleasure to look at. The Vermilion 
Development Company has just completed a 
canal running south from the main canal east 
of the town, which runs four miles on a section 
line. This canal is about eighty feet, and the 
levees are about 4)^ feet high; everything 
about it presented a clean, neat appearance ; 
the water was undisturbed, with not even a 
piece of trash floating on its surface, and the 
•'V" shape that was presented by looking 
south on this canal would be called by tourists 
picturesque. 

The. Vermilion Development Company has 
about completed its immense feeders to the 
main canal, and when finished will have an 
everlasting supply of water. The future of 
the Gueydan country can not be foretold, but 
it is hafe to say that within five years it will 
be the finest and most prosperous country 
south of the Mason and Dixon Line. The 
town of Gueydan is rapidly growing, and bids 
fair to be the banner town of Southwest Louis- 
iana. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Oorrespondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The dry weather 
which has prevailed during the past twelve or 
fourteen days has enabled the planters to get 
their fields and crops in an excellent condition 
for rain, which it is claimed is now beginning 
to be needed, but not seriously so. I find that 
wherever the ground has' been kept stirred 
and worked, not too deep near the growing 
plants, and in a manner to destroy whatever 
clods may be found, that cane and cotton are 
now making a strong, healthy growth. It is 
remarked that many who live by cultivating 
the soil seem to entirely forget the conditions 
as to seasons from one year to the next. 
Whether this is actually so or not, I will at 
this point refer to my notes of May, 1897, in 
which I find written : *' The crop prospects are 
not at all promising; com poor," closing with, 
*'May has been too dry; crops late." These 
were the facts existing last May. However, a 
bountif m T^-rvest was gathered by the farmers, 
'^^"^^xv r C*^ ^®® ^^ reason to cry for rain, 
for all t.*^ _.«nciP*^ crops known to the coun- 
try ar^ ^^ ^ 'fo^ ^^^ weeks to a month in ad- 
vance fv *\\l|f ^^r—san^® day and date. Cane, 



which is nursed and watched with more care 
and tenderness than any one other crop pro- 
duced, is growing up into the air and sunshine 
beautifully, and the planter. If there is such a 
one, who is not to-day tickled over his cane 
fields and prospects, has indeed a poor eye for 
art and the beautiful growths in plant life. 
Through the kindness of a friend from Le- 
compte, Kapides, calling this week on The 
Planter's scribe, it is learned that all crops 
are, as a rule, in good tilth for growing and 
look to be very promising In the vicinity of 
Loyd, Meeker, Lecompte and Lamourie. 

The cane crop on Mr. E. V. Weems' Coco 
Bend plantation is to date very promising, as 
well as that found on the various plantations 
in the locality. Mr. Weems is extending his 
tramway lines as far up the Bayou Boeuf as 
the Ashton plantation, and is otherwise pre- 
paring to work a heavy tonnage of cane 
through his Chetwood factory into sugars 
this coming season. 

The Powhontas plantation, managed by Mr. 
C. G. Fuselier, has a decidedly fine prospect 
for a big cane crop. The plant cane on the 
place presentaa perfect charm, while the stub- 
ble standing over its large acreage may be 
classed as equal to the best, with an enlarged 
acreage planted to com, growing and promis- 
ing, to be followed with a big pea crop. Mr. 
Fuselier, the worthy manager of Powhontas 
plantation, may well rest his claims to the pro- 
duction of profitable crops. In the vicinity of 
Bunkie, Leinster, Evergreen and Cotton 
Port, as reports have it, cane, corn and cotton 
are growing and very promising, as far as the 
season is concerned. In the neighborhoods of 
Eola and Haasville cotton has been worked to 
a stand, neatly cultivated and growing. Cane 
and com are both very promising, growing 
and waving over broad acres in beautiful tints 
of green. 

Pease are now and will be planted by every 
one who can afford to do so, for It is the pea 
that is looked to as the soil builder to grow 
paying crops of com, cane and cotton. 

Mr. A. D. Harvard and Mr. M. Bubenzer, 
progresbive planters of Boonville, Bunkie P. 
O., have met with a fair share of success in 
planting, and to-day their broad fields of com, 
cane and cotton give promise of a bonntiful 
harvest, provided the seasons are propitious 
for so doing. 

Want of space forbade my mentioning in last 
week's [correspondence that Mr. C. F. Knoll 
when planting cane this spring, planted a few 
cuts to one running cane— no laps. The seed 
was exceptionally sound. The results obtained 
are a surprise to him; the stand of young 
canes in the rows coming from the single stalk 
is equal to that planted in laps of two and three 
stalks in a place. But suffice this for to-day, 
with a promise of further notes on this matter 
at some future time. Erin. 



5t. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Kemarkably dry 
and windy weather has prevailed for the past 
week. The want of rain Is being extensively 
felt; In fact everything is acutely suffering 
from its need. For a long stretch of five weeks 
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not a drop of water has been seen falling. We 
can well imagine how it has become a neces- 
sity. Everything is drying up with the rays 
of this hot sun. Since about a week ago clouds 
gather daily and the impatient planter can 
almost see the drops coming down, but the big 
clouds seem not to be intended for rain, as 
they merely gather up daily and hide the sun 
away from us for a few minutes at different 
intervals, and then disappear, leaving us a clear 
sky and in suspense and doubt as to when rain 
will really come. 

The dust which has been caused by this 
drought is something dreadful and none but 
those obliged to be in the roads go out. 

Summer is making itself felt, the thermome- 
ters having already registered above 80 deg. in 
the shade, and even the hardy overseers tell of 
the stingiug effects the sun already has on 
them. Still winter has not altogether disap- 
peared, for last week we had quite a cool spell 
of weather, rendering the atmosphere almost 
chilly and making winter clothes most agree- 
able. 

The crops in general are necessarily suffer- 
ingfrom the want of rain. The planters, how- 
ever, are not despairing, and ploughing and 
hoeing are being done. Corn on many places 
is laid by. 

Mrs. Mary Jacobshagen's neat and tine 
Union plantation has again a very good crop, 
which, with the aid of a good fruitful shower 
and more strokes of the plow and hoe, will 
certainly be the pride of its owner. All know 
Mr. Fred. Jacobshagen as one of the best man- 
agers St. James has, and one knows that all 
that should be done for a well cultivated crop 
is never neglected by him. Mr. Fred, has 
lately put up a very high windmill in front of 
his place, near the river bank, from which he 
expects to supply the entire place with water 
from the river. This will certainly prove very 
accommodating, especially when water is at 
such a high demand as at present. 

We note with pleasure the completion of the 
residence which our popular Dr. Gaudin 
has had built for himself. It certainly answers 
fully to what an elegant residence and com- 
fortable home requires, combining beauty and 
comfort most effectively. We understand that 
the doctor and his family will soon remove in- 
to the new dwelling. 

Since last we wrote, Mr. Cherbofinler's Hel- 
yetia factory has dried some second sugars 
which we hear have given quite satisfactory 
results. 

Miss Antoinette Jourdan, a charming young 
lady of New Orleans, is spending some time at 
Convent with relatives and friends. 

Convent. 



Iberia. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Your valuable 
journal having no correspondent in Iberia 
would lead one uninformed to suppose that it 
was an inconsequent sugar parish. Lest some 
might think so, I will say that Iberia's contri- 
bution to the sugar crop of 1897-98 was fifty- 
three million (53,000,000) pounds. 



Here on the beautiful Teche are situated 
some of the mammoth sugar factories of the 
State, notably Vaufrey, Right way. Linden, 
Enterprise, Bayside, Loizel, Orange Grove, 
Morbihan, Sarah, Vida and Maria, not forget- 
ting the great Segura on the Southern Pacific 
Railroad, near New Iberia, which has a ca- 
pacity of 1200 tons per diem. These factories 
are all prosperous and are being- given the 
usual overhauling and preparation for the 
coming cane crop, which promises to be the 
largest on record, and I might add the most 
profitable. The last year's prices and the 
prospect of an advance on those have greatly 
stimulated the planting of cane, and it might 
be said that Iberia is rapidly becoming one 
vast field of cane. Lands are eagerly sought 
after, either for rent or purchase, full prices 
being obtained in both cases. Indeed, desira- 
ble lands on Bayou Teche are very scarce, 
nearly all having been recently purchased by 
ambitious and enterprising factory owners. 
The days of cheap sugar lands from Morgan 
City to New Iberia are a thing of the past, all 
the gaps have been closed and now emerald 
oceans of cane take the place of deserted bar- 
rens or brown pastures. The searcher for 
cheap sugar lands must now turn his steps to 
the fertile lands of Vermilion and St. Martin, 
where many handsome estates can yet be ob- 
tained at prices far below those of Iberia and 
St. Mary. Vermilion and St. Martin in the 
near future will be a vast sugar centre, devel- 
oped by new railroads, new men, new n^ethods. 

A few pessimists predict the downfall of 
sugar in Louisiana ^^ by reason of the war in 
Cuba, resultinfi: in a rush of Americans and 
American capital there, which will be certain 
to develop the island immensely, endangering 
the domestic product." Some years will 
elapse ere sugar from Cuba will menace the 
home product, and those years will be ones of 
domestic development, profit and establish- 
ment, so that the friends of beet and cane can 
combine to defeat any ruinous competition 
from foreign sugars. A good move in this di- 
rection was recently made by the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters' Association, by which it allied 
itself with the American Protective Tariff 
League, which organization has done more to 
develop and protect American industries and 
labor than all other organizations combined. 

We need rain badly, but nothing is suffering. 
Iberia planters know how to irrigate with har- 
row and cultivator. Cane and com are look- 
ing well. 

More some other time. Node. 



St. Charles. 



The river is steadily falling, and is leaving 
oui^ banks, much to the inconvenience of our 
rice farmers. Rice grassing has begun in our 
immediate vicinity. 

The dry spell which has been lasting now 
fully a month is beginning to make itself felt, 
and is also getting disagreeable as well as in- 
convenient. The dust in the roads is horrible 
and the cisterns need a fresh supply of water. 
In fact a good heavy and lasting rain would be 
welcomed.— J3craW, May 14. 



Trade Notes. 

The New Kenilworth Central Pactory. — 

The well-known firm of Krajewski, Pesant A 
Co. are now building a complete milling outfit 
for the new Kenilworth sugar factory, secured 
for them by their representative, Mr. A. F. Slan- 
gerup. This milling outfit consists of one six- 
roller mill, size 7 feet by 34 inches in diameter, 
combined with one Krajewskl's patent cane 
crusher, size 6 feet 6 inches long by 26 inches 
in diameter. Both mill and crusher are driven 
by Corliss engines. The mill will be designed 
and biiilt as the Cuban mills, of which this 
firm has a great number working in Cuba. 
The cane and intermediate carriers will t>e of 
steel. This whole milling plant will be erected 
and ready for work by October 1, 1898. 

Dixon's Scientific Cycle Chain Qraphitea 

— The Joseph Dixon Crucible Company seem 
determined to lead in the matter of lubricants 
and have brought graphite lubrication to sach 
a degree of excellence and success that en- 
gineers everywhere are adopting it. The com- 
pany Is manufacturing a special grade of 
graphite for bicycle chain lubrication, and the 
readers of Thb Planter, many of whom are 
cyclists, will be glad to learn of this use of this 
favorite lubricant. 

A Steam Fire Engine.— We are advertis- 
ing for sale in another column a steam fire 
engine by the Silsby Manufacturing Company 
of Seneca Falls, N. Y. This steam fire engine 
was formerly owned by the city of Alexandria, 
where It was in use, but was superseded by the 
erection in that city of an electric light and 
waterworks plant with a standpipe, which fur- 
nished a sufficient head of water to make a 
steam fire engine unnecessary. 

The growth of our large sugar plantations 
and the preservation and protection from fire 
of the large values there concentrated is a 
matter of great importance. This could be 
readily attained by securing a steam fire en- 
gine of the character advertised in our col- 
umns. We would suggest the advisability of 
all those interested writing to Mr. John 
Dymond, Jr., attorney at law. No. 239 Caron- 
delet street. New Orleans, La., who has the 
engine for sale. 

Mr. Victor Meyer, of the Cora plantation, 
was in the city during the past week. 

Mr. H. C. Boas, of the Teche country, was 
registered at the Hotel Royal on Saturday. 

Mr. H. Shelby Sanders, of St. Mary parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago and 
registered at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. J. A. Callery, a prominent planter of 
St. James parish, was at the Cosmopolitan 
recently, accompanied by Mrs. Callery. 

Mr. Earl S. Bamett, of Shadyside planta- 
tion, was a guest of the St. Charles Hotel a 
few days ago. 

Mr. Frank W. Nicholls returned on Thurs- 
day from an interesting trip to the coal fields 
of Alabama, where he thoroughly Investigated 
the possibilities of the country, and its capacity 
for coal and Iron production, the whole form- 
ing a most interesting study. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Correspond enoe.] 

Berlin, April 30, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Another week has 
elapsed and I am not yet able to report the 
urgently longed for advent of spring. The 
period under review opened with cold and 
bleak weather and some rain showers have also 
taken place, but these were only local, and 
there has been some slight improvement inas- 
much as moist precipitations have been less 
frequent and also less copious, and there have 
been also one or two days when the tempera- 
ture rose to a more seasonable point; however 
at the close, the weather has been as inclement 
AS ever, so that the backwardness of vegeta- 
tion has become more accentuated. For field 
operations, as must be admitted, the weather 
has been a trifle more favorable, but in most 
cases it could not be taken advantage of, be- 
cause of the moisture of the soil, and thus it is 
now out of question that the beet sowings, at 
least the bulk of them, can only be done in the 
month of May, whilst in other years to this 
month only a small part of this work is left. 
This delay is not auguring well for the next 
beet crop, and it remains to be seen how 
much harm has been done. In regard to 
the other beet growing countries of Europe 
the situation has not changed materially, the 
western countries such as France, Belgium 
and Holland being still ahead of Germany — ^in 
a certain degree also Austria— whilst Russia 
Is reported to be backward on account of ex- 
ceptionally cold w^eather having prevailed 
there nearly up to the present time. 

The question of the legal position of the 
Bweet stuff, called saccharine in Germany is 
not settled yet. The other day the discussion 
of the matter was begun in the Reichstag, and 
while from one side the harm done to the 
public and to the treasury by an unlimited sale 
of the substance was insisted upon, the other 
side was against measures causing the ruin of 
the whole industry and denied besides the 
alleged injurious consequences to the public 
health. But no action was arrived at because 
not a sufficient number of members were pres- 
ent. The statistics of the German Reichstag 
required at least one vote over and above half 
of the members if bills shall be enacted or re- 
fused, and this after counting the members 
was shown to be not the case. It is besides 
very doubtful that any decisive action will be 
taken in this session of the Reichstag, as the 
term of the latter expires on June 15, and 
elections will take place on June 16. For the 
sake of curiosity it should be mentioned that 
in the course of the short discussion a strange 
fact has been revealed. A number of brewer- 
ies had sent in a petition whereby they re- 
quested the Reichstag not to adopt the bill 
which forbids the use of the saccharine in the 
process of making beer, because saccharine 
was an excellent preservative substance, very 
advantageous for small breweries, who could 
not afford to build large cellars to keep the 
beer in good condition, and there was also a 
part of the liberal press who sided with the 



so-called breweries. These latter, however, 
were only small concerns who indeed sell some 
beverage under the name of beer, but which is 
none, for instead of using malt to give the beer 
the sweet flavor they supply saccharine, which 
is much cheaper than the former, but is 
quiie destitute of any nourishing quality. 
But however this may be, it is the 
good right of the petitioners to fight for 
their interests, and nobody could blame them 
for the step they have taken, but it seems 
that they have represented the interests of a 
saccharine factory, for it came to light that the 
factory in question has offered 1000 marks — of 
course, under the tille of covering expenses of 
the campaign— to those who effectually worked 
for the declining of the bill under considera- 
tion. By the way, those who are opposed to 
the use of saccharine are also not quite satis- 
fied with the construction of the bill, inasmuch 
as it provides only for a prohibition of mixing 
it with any articles of food, whilst in general 
it is desired to forbid the sale of the substance 
except in drug stores for medical purposes. 

The International Congress of Applied Chem- 
istry, repeatedly mentioned already in these 
letters, will take place this year in Vienna, 
from July 28 to August 2. There are a great 
many questions directly connected with sugar 
industry which are to be discussed there, and 
every sugar scientist should not lose this op- 
portunity to learn and to search, as the case 
may be, in personal exchange of opinion. For 
particulars apply to the general secretary of 
the congress, Wien 43^, Schonburg strasse 6. 

It will be even to many of those who are well 
versed in sugar producing matters a strange 
fact that Germany, a beet growing country 
par excellence as it is, is importing beets from 
abroad, the greater part of these imported 
beets coming from Russia (Poland). One 
German factory, situated on the frontier, re- 
ceived from that country in 1896, according to 
a Russian source, 1432 tons, and it is reported 
that the farmers on the other side of the fron- 
tier are quite glad to find in beet culture a 
remunerative branch of agriculture, the more 
so as the sugar factory in the German province 
of Fosen offers the most acceptable facilities 
with regard to transportation, advances, etc. 
The importation of beets into Germany is not 
subject to an import duty, otherwise, of course, 
transactions of this kind would be impossible. 

The statistical situation of the three principal 
beet countries of Europe, Germany, Austria 
and France, as for March 31, is outlined by 
the following figures: Production, 3,327,444 
tons (in 1897, 3,354,321 tons); importation, 
70,152 tons (99,999 tons) ; exportation, 1,272,- 
614 tons (1,254,114 tons) ; consumption, 1,093,- 
669 tons (942,182 tons). Final stocks: 1,785,- 
585 tons (1,954,059 tons) ; decrease of stocks in 
March, 206,241 tons (297,103 tons^. The 
movement of sugar in the three empires has 
been less favorable than in the former months, 
because of a marked decrease of exportation 
in Germany and Austria as compared with 
last yeap^ \iT\xen ^^ ^^® corresponding period 
large qu^j.^.t.ie8 ^®^® shipped to the United 
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ment in the course of the period under review. 
The expectation of earlier purchases of Amer- 
ica in Europe than counted on before and the 
weather delaying the sowings of the beets in- 
duced speculative and bona fide buyers to oper- 
ate on a larger scale than in a long time since, 
and under the influence of extensive transac- 
tions in all commercial centres prices rose 
daily until toward the close a quieter tone set 
in, putting a stop to the advance, which, how- 
ever, on favorable news might be resumed at 
the shortest notice. Prices for actual 88 per 
cept. sugar gained at Magdeburg 30 pfennigs, 
their quotation now being 10.25 to 10.55 marks, 
whilst the f . o. b. Hamburg quotation is 9.40 
marks. Refined are also firmer and about 25 
pfennigs dearer. Robert Henmig. 



British Honduras. 

tSpeolal Oorrespondence.! 

Toledo, B. H., May 9, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The dry season, 
after it did set in, turned out to be very fine, 
and sugar makers took the best advantage of 
it, many of whom have finished their crops. 
Some, however, are not through yet. It has 
been raining the last few days ; as the natives 
say, "the moon is doing it." No one thinks, 
however, that it is the real wet season, but 
there will probably be very little dry weather 
after this. The copious showers are very re- 
freshing to young cane that is beginning to 
grow, and it looks very fine. 

Dr. Pearce, owner of the Eldridge planta- 
tion, so far has made a very fine crop of sugar, 
though he is not near through. He is working 
up all his crop into white sugar, and even a 
balance of his old crop, some 200 barrels of 
sugar, he is mixing in with his cane juice 
and working it over. His seconds are treated 
the same way also. His vacuum pan man 
(who is from Louisiana) says he had to almost 
learn over the art of sugar boiling. He has, 
however, succeeded most admirably. He thinks 
the sugar will test 98 deg. Having been so 
successful, any one would think that Dr. 
Pearce would be on the highway to prosperity, 
but something turned up which was the least 
expected. The dealers, and in fact nearly 
everybody, have boycotted him, and will not 
buy his sugar. Dealers want him to sell them a 
few barrels for 5 or 6 cents per pound, and let 
them sell it at 10 or 12 cents at retail, and in 
that way supply the demand for imported 
white sugar, but this does not suit the doctor. 
There is only 300 to 500 barrels of white sugar 
imported to the colony each year, and as there 
is 2 cents per pound duty on it, and the im- 
porters having the monopoly of the business, 
they have a chance to make large profits. 

On the part of the general consumer he will 
tell you he prefers brown sugar to white, be- 
cause it is sweeter; and, in fact, the average 
native looks at it as a chemically prepared 
article which may prove dangerous to fool 
with. So the doctor is placed in a predica- 
ment which rather taxes his wits to cope with. 
If he puts down his price to the ordinary 
brown sugar he will hear a war cry from 
his fellow-planters, and if he keeps it at the 
price the dealers want him to, he will only 
sell half his crop, unless he finds a market for 
it on the adjoining coast. This he probably 
will do, as the Spanish -American countries are 
more in the habit of using the better grades of 
sugar. Verily, the trials of a sugar planter in 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Sensational Data Concerning: the Beet 
5ut:ar Factory at Menomonee 
Falls. Wisconsin* 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It was hoped and 
expected that the legal complicationB concern- 
ing the Wisconsin Beet Sugar Company, which 
was organized in March, 1896, would he settled 
in time this year so that the farmers near and 
ahout Menomonee Falls would he ahle to raise 
a crop of heets without repeating the experi- 
ence they had in 1896. As the situation stands 
there is little hope of operating the plant next 
fall, although it would take only two months 
to set it in working order providing farmers 
could be induced to raise beets. 

The time thus far has been taken up in es- 
tablishing the claims of alleged preferred 
creditors. They were argued before Referee 
D. J. Hemloch, of Waukesha, and nearly all 
allowed excepting that of Karl Korn, who was 
manager and superintendent of the plant dur- 
ing its construction. It was reported in these 
columns and it will be remembered that at the 
time the concern became financially embar- 
rassed in April, 1897, the manai^ement 
averred that Manager Korn was unable and 
had lacked the ability to set the plant in oper- 
ation, according to the contract, and he was 
dismissed. The latter claimed that this was a 
device to get his portion of the interests in the 
concern. When the claims were established 
Mr. Korn's lien was referred to Special Referee 
C. E. Armin, who was appointed by Judge 
Dick, of Waukesha, to try the lien suit. 

The report of the commissioner has just 
been handed down; it comprises some fifty- 
two pages and contains some extraordinary 
and sensational statements. The commissioner 
finds the plant one of the most improved in 
the country and could have successfully 
been operated had the manager been allowed 
to proceed without interference. It was 
learned that the Wisconsin Beet Sugar Com- 
pany had made an agreement with Mr. 
Korn to pay him $15,000 for his services as 
architect and superintendent of the building 
and machinery. Another agreement was made 
between Mr. Korn and the Richters, who by 
the way furnished all the machinery, in which 
the former was to receive one-fifth of the 
$76,000 worth of stock that was turned over to 
the Richters for their interest in the plant. 
The plant was erected at a cost of about $166,- 
000, which exceeded the capital by $16,000. 
James S. Gates, who is president of the com- 
pany, entered into an agreement by which he 
was to take a mortgage for $60,000 upon the 
plant and receive $60,000 worth of stock. The 
commissioner says that this agreement was 
made with Mr. Jungbluth and no satisfactory 
explanation was given as to the transaction. 

Continuing, the commissioner says: "The 
only rational conclusion as to why the original 
agreement made between Mr. Jungbluth, rep- 
resenting the company, and Mr. Qates, about 
August 1, 1896, was not carried out, is that it 
did not give Mr. Gates and his associates the 
control of the company or the majority of the 
stock. Negotiations for obtaining control of 



the stock were shortly thereafter opened and 
continued to February 20, 1897, when they had 
progressed so far that arrangements had been 
made to secure the controlling interests, but 
failed because they had made It a condition 
that Mr. Korn and the Richters should release 
their claims for liens. Mr. Korn was not 
present at the meeting of February 20, 1897, 
but was confined to his house by illness, and 
the release of lien was at about that time pre- 
sented to him at his house by Mr. Jungbluth. 
Mr. Korn refused to sign the same unless the 
$16,000 due him under his agreement with the 
Wisconsin Beet Sugar Company for services as 
architect and superintendent were first paid, 
and thereupon the deal fell through and the 
tentative agreement which had been drawn 
canceled. 

" That, after the plans and detail drawings 
for the machinery were completed, and the 
buildings and machinery made in conformity 
herewith were nearlng completion, those en- 
gaged in said enterprise with said Korn, ex- 
cepting the Richters, and otherwise than those 
found herein, conceived the Idea of erecting 
said enterprise, and availing themselves and 
those with whom they were thereafter to asso- 
ciate of the fruits of his knowledge and labors 
without compensating said Korn in any man- 
ner. 

'* In setting up the various machinery pre- 
paratory for the operating test, which was 
commenced April 20, 1897, and usually lasts 
about two weeks, and in testing the various 
machinery as it was set up under Kom's su- 
perintendence, the evidence is clear that there 
was placed in the machinery, with evil Intent, 
obstructions, so as to prevent the same from 
being operated, causing breakage, particu- 
larly in the slicer, diffusion and pulp press, 
and the pipe connected with the pipe which 
enters at the bottom of the water tank, from 
which the sediment fiows off to the sewer 
was connected, as was shown on the photo- 
graph, running to the sack filter, and which 
also was connected as to run to the juice 
tanks, from which the juices enter the evap- 
orator and the vacuums are fed. They were 
wilful and malicious acts, as it must be appa- 
rent that no one would innocently throw a 
monkey wrench, babbit metal, chunks of iron, 
2 X 4, etc., into such machinery, or to turn on 
such force or amount of air as to blow off the 
tops of the diffusions, or to open a valve and 
allow dirty water to mix with filtered juices, 
which was done repeatedly, and greatly de- 
layed Mr. Korn in preparing and operating 
the plant." 

In view of all this evidence the commis- 
sioner finds that Mr. Korn's claim for 
lien Is a valid claim prior to all other 
claims and It Is allowed at $16,900, with 
interest. The report has been sent to Judge 
Dick for confirmation, and It Is believed that 
ere many weeks elapse the plant will be sold 
out and then put In operation. Mr. Korn, In 
speaking to the correspondent someftime ago, 
said : '*I'll get that factory as sure as God 
lives in heaven,'"* and It is believed by some 
that he will invest, as he knows of the adapta- 
bility of Wisconsin soil and prides himself 
with the first venture In the beet-sugar Indus- 
try, which he says Is bound to prosper despite 
all obstacles. R. G. S. 



Chino, California. 

There are some remarkably fine looking 
fields of beets southeast of town, which give 
promise of being proof against a dry year. 
The soil is quite moist on top, mostly in good 
condition, and looka as though it would grow 
an Immense crop of beets. — Champion^ May 
13. 



Grande Ronde, Oregon. 

Superintendent Austin and Edward Smith 
are in the city, and they, like all beet exx>ert8 
who have been here, express themselves as be- 
ing thoroughly satisfied that Grande Ronde is 
an ideal sugar beet section. Superintendent 
Granger spent several days driving his visitors 
over the valley. It is needless to say that they 
enjoyed the trip, and have naught but praise 
for what they saw. Mr. Austin Informed the 
Advocate that the prospects are excellent for a 
good crop In Utah. Speaking abotit the gen- 
eral conditions at Lehi as compared with those 
existing here, Mr. Austin said : ^^ The valley 
In which Lehl is situated Is about one-eighth 
the size of your valley here. There we have 
36,000 people in city and country. I see no 
reason why there should not be 160,000 people 
lii Grande Ronde Valley. Your resources are 
entirely ample to support that population.^' 

Mr. Austin will return to Lehi next Thurs- 
day, while Mr. Smith will remain until fall.— 
Advocate, 



The Beet 5ugar Industry in the 
United States. 

The beet sugar industry stands to-day as 
the most prominent proposition before the 
American people. 

Of all fields open to the investment of capi- 
tal, either in lands or In the works where 
the sugar In the beet is extracted, the beet 
sugar proposition is the most attractive gen- 
eral Industry In the Union. The enormous 
appetite the American people have shown In 
their consumption of sugar, contrasted with 
the very small production of the United States, 
is shown by statistics giving the value of Im- 
ported sugar as about $100,000,000 per annum. 

The conditions imder which the industry 
will grow, and under whleh all connected 
therewith will prosper, is an important sub- 
ject, and should be most carefully considered 
by capital In its investments in sugar factories. 
The foundation on which the entire proposi- 
tion rests, is agricultural climate, soil, and 
farmers enter into the questlQn. We speak of 
climate first because, given the very best soil 
on earth. In a latitude where the humidity is 
beyond a certain arbitrary percentage, where 
rainfall in autumn is liable to be early and 
dangerous frosts are liable to occur; where 
frosts In winter are excessive and prolonged, 
success will be problematical. Let us speak 
of each cause in detail : 

Humidity — a moist condition of the atmos- 
phere conducive to the development of the 
seed and the early growth of the plant; dan- 
gerous later on In the growth of the beet root, 
as the tendency under very humid conditions 
is to develop the growing root near the sur- 
face; In other words, a turnip-shaped root, 
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rather than a trae parsnip-shape, which is 
most desired. The absence of humidity tends 
to dry out the surface earth moisture and force 
the plant to grow downward. But the most 
dangerous feature in a humid climate is the 
fact that the beet root will not ripen, but will 
go on growing, and when the harvest time 
comes the root is still green, and consequently 
has secreted but a small percentage of sac- 
charine ; rich in tonnage, but poor in sugar, 
and consequently not valuable for the purpose 
of making beet sugar. 

The beet root grown in a climate classed as 
arid, which covers to a great extent the terri- 
tory west of the 100th meridian, has been found 
to be richer in saccharine than the beet root 
of Europe, and the cause has been a matter of 
surprise to many Vho have not had opportu- 
nity to study the development of the plant 
upon the ground. Continued unbroken sun- 
light is the essential to secrete the sugar in the 
beet. So long as the root finds enough moist- 
ure and to spare, it will keep on growing, and 
frequently after the ripening process has be- 
gun, and the polariscope has shown a satisfac- 
tory percentage of sugar present in the beet, a 
rain will cause a new or second growth to be- 
gin, and the sugar content goes down tor a 
marked degree ; should the rains continue or 
the ground retain enouo;h surface moisture to 
continue this second growth, good-by to 
sugar in the beets under the conditions out- 
Uned. 

The sugar works extracting tbe sugar from 
beet root showing from 10 to 12 per cent, sac- 
charine to the weight of the beet can not 
compete with the more f ortunate*plant, slicing 
beet containing from 16 to 18 per cent, sugar. 

Frequently an analysis of soils and a canvass 
among the farmers of a district will make It 
appear that the factory is the only thing to be 
desired. The promoters fail to take climatic 
conditions into serious consideration. 

Hence we say, unhesitatingly, after a per- 
sonal study in actual contact with the growing 
crop, the farmer and the factory, that climate 
is of the greatest importance. In a letter from 
Berlin, Germany, dated May 29, 1897, signed 
R. Hennig, the writer states: 

A German consular report from Constanti- 
nople contains some interesting details on the 
sugar trade, etc.. In Turkey. An attempt was 
made to introduce the beet sugar industry into 
that country. A Belgian company built a fac- 
tory near Adrianople, but it appears that the 
beets grown there were not rich enough in 
saccharine matter to warrant a successful 
working of the factory, wbich indeed, after a 
short existence, was abandoned. 

This is very good evidence to sustain our 
argument. — California Sugar Beet, 



The Sus:ar Beet in the United States. 

Valuable Information Given Out in the 
Kecent Report of the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

The recent report by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture regarding the beet sugar industry in 
this country states that it is full of promise. 
Although in 1897 only 2>^ per cent, of the 



amount of sugar consumed in the United States 
came from our own beets, and it is not expect- 
ed tbat we can increase this proportion be- 
yond 4 per cent, in 1898, the future is very 
bright. The total output of 90,491,670 pounds 
in 1897 came from nine factories— four in Cal- 
ifornia, two in Nebraska and one each in Utah, 
New Mexico and New York. This product 
represented about 11.6 per cent of the weight 
of the beets, being a less percentage than is 
obtained in Germany, but regarded as suffi- 
ciently encouraging in view of the newness of 
the industry here. The beets used were har- 
vested from 42,272 acres, the yield being nearly 
nine and one-half tons per acre. This is also 
less than the average in Europe, but it is 
hoped to better it with more eclentific agri- 
culture, and with the introduction of a new 
variety of beet better suited to American 
farmers. The department, indeed, has ex- 
pectations of developing a variety of beet 
which will have at least a third greater 
weight than the standard beet of Europe with- 
out losing anything in sugar content or in 
purity of juice. 

It is to be expected that eight additional 
factories will be in operation in 1898, California 
adding four, Utah and New York, one each, 
and one each being established in Oregon and 
Michigan. This means, of course, an in- 
creased area devoted to beets, about double 
that of 1897, from which an estimated harvest 
of 800,000 tons of beets, yielding 180,000,000 
pounds of sugar, is anticipated. 

In respect to the physical conditions affect- 
ing the growth of the sugar beet in the United 
States, the Secretary of Agriculture says that 
the best results in 1897 were reported from the 
States of New York and Michigan. Other 
States in which reports were favorable were 
Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, Minnesota, Nevada, 
South Dakota, Wyoming, and Colorado. 
States giving fair results were Iowa, Nebraska, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania. In general, it 
was found that after passing south of the mean 
isotherm of 71 deg. F. for the three months of 
June, July, and August, the results were 
poor. 

It is found that the belt of territory included 
between the limits of the isotherms of 71 and 
69 deg. may be regarded as the basic belt of 
the beet sugar industry. The best results are 
obtained within or north of this belt, other 
climatic conditions being favorable. Extreme 
northern limits of sugar beet culture are deter- 
mined only by the advent of freezing weather. 
A comparison of analytical data with the 
thermal area shows a remarkable agreement. 

In States so situated that their northern 
portions are in the favorable thermal area, 
while their southern portions are without, 
comparison of the analyses of the beets grown 
in the southern, central and northern portions 
of these States shows a regular gradation of 
excellence from south to north. 

The conditions of growing beets under irri- 
gation have been studied somewhat, but im- 
perfectly. The data collected, however, are 
very reassuring, and lead to the belief that 
irrigated lands, under proper thermal condi- 
tions, will give most excellent returns with 
beets . — Manufacturer. 



Prof. Aime Qerard. 

The death of Prof. Alme Gerard, says an 
English contemporary, has excited great re- 
gret in France, as his contributions to the 
chemistry of agriculture were very consider-' 
able, notably his investigations as to the cul- 
tivation of the sugar beet and as to the im- 
provement of the potato. Mr. Bowick writes 
from London as below : 

^^ The cultivation of beets and the manufact- 
ure of sugar therefrom in France passed 
through a grave crisis during the periods 1875- 
1886, when not only the Germans but also the 
Austrians forced their way in front of the 
French producers. The latter, confident of 
holding the position they had attained early in 
the century, continued to grow beets contain- 
ing about 10 per cent, of sugar, and to extract 
by manufacturing process from 5 to 6 per 
cent. Meanwhile Germany had discovered 
how to grow beet root with 16 or 16 per cent^ 
of sugar, and how to extract as much as 11 or 
12 per cent. It was the opinion of Gerard 
that, by improved methods of cultivation and 
more exact systems of manufacture, as good 
results might be obtained in France as in Ger- 
many. Accordingly, by his lectures at the 
Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers, by his re- 
searches on the beet plant and its cultivation, 
and by the contidence with which he inspired 
both farmers and sugar extractors, he contrib- 
uted more than any other person to the prog- 
ress of this important branch of French agri- 
culture, "—r^ Country Gentleman, 



riule Driving: in Barbados. 

We have repeatedly drawn attention in these 
columns to tbe unmerciful way in which 
heavily laden mules are treated on the public 
roads. It is no uncommon thing to see team 
after team in a swinging canter rushing up the 
hills— the steeper the hill, the swfiter the 
pace— drawing trucks heavily laden, not only 
with produce, but with passengers, while the 
leader boy, swinging on by a long rope to the 
leaders' mouth, lashes the unfortunate leader 
into a gallop, although his neck is bent to ease 
its tortured mouth. It is time that something 
should bs. done to restrain this reckless 
cruelty. A little more supervision on the part 
of those in charge of su^ar estates would be 
beneficial. Some one ought to see to the com- 
fortable harnessing of the mules — straps let 
out to suit different sizes— couplings adjusted 
comfortably, not, as frequently the case, a 
blinker drawn up to suit a small head forced 
on a larger one. the result being painful 
bruising of the sides of the mouth, which Is 
too often further wounded by the coupling rod 
fastened carelessly to the bit with wire, and 
the whole jammed against the unfortunate 
anlmaPs teeth and gums by the lout of a man 
swinging to the rope. If owners, managers, 
and caretakers would supervise these matters, 
the drivers would learn to be more careful and 
humane; enforcement of the Keed act would 
do the rest. — Agricultural Beporter, 



Personal. 



Mr. John C. Bussey, of the well-known 
planting firm of Pharr & Bussey, was in the 
city during the past week and stopped at the 
Hotel Royal. 

Mr. H. Shelby Sanders, of Jeanerette, was in 
New Orleans on a visit a few days ago. 

Hon. Walter A. O'Neill, of Baldwin, was ft 
recent visitor to the city. Mr. O'Neill was 
accompanied by his son and stopped at the 
Hotel Royal. 

Mr. George Hill, of Port Allen, was in towil 
on Friday* 
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Fuel Economy and Latent Heat. 

Fael economy, Intricate in its ramifications 
thron^hoat ttie tropical cane sugar factories, 
bas not in many instances received that atten- 
tion wliich it deserves when viewed purely as 
a means of enhancing the profits in manufact- 
ure. In the early stages of the industry the 
juice was extracted from the cane hy animal - 
power, and the evaporation was accomplished 
through the instmmentality of direct heat; 
later steam power was utilized to crush the 
canes, and at present in all the up-to-date 
factories the entire process of manufacture is 
carried on, firstly, by utilizing the power, then 
the heat of the steam generated hy the com- 
bustion of fuel in varying quantities. 

Even with the powerful compound crushing 
plants, boilers of large steaming capacity, with 
their absorbing surfaces, multiple effect evap- 
oration, pans, etc., the coal consumption per 
thousand pounds of sugar is far in excess of 
what it should be in many factories, where 
large capital has been expended in the pur- 
chase of machinery and erection of the plants. 
Why such conditions exist can be traced to 
divers causes — differing somewhat in the 
numerous factories. As the industry has 
grown in magnitude, the plants have been en- 
larged and modified, the mills, boilers, multi- 
ple effects, etc., purchased from the different 
^rms ; yet none responsible for the economical 
working of the houses, hence the principal 
cause of the undue waste in fuel. 

The nearer the market price of the agri- 
cultural product, cane sugar, approximates 
the average cost of production, the greater 
becomes the necessity to cheapen the raw ma- 
terial by increasing acreage yield of sucrose 
and the expenditures in labor, fuel, etc., in 
manufacture must be reduced to a minimum, 
by the selection of machinery and appliances 
which will insure the best results from an 
economic standpoint. The time is fast ap- 
proaching when factories for tropical cane 
sugar will be planned, constructed and oper- 
ated to attain economies in every detail, to 
accomplish which trained intelligence, gifted 
by nature (not interested sellers of machinery, 
and others not conversant with the up-to-date 
requirements), must select, combine and ad- 
just the entire plant such as to enable proprie- 
tors to reap the benefits of intelligently ex- 
pended capital. The milling plant, or plants, 
will be erected to obtain the highest paying 
juice and moisture extraction, yet the present 
tendency is to erect single plants with large 
seven feet long mills, with ponderous 
gearing, etc., but it is very questionable if 
such in time will prove as economical as two 
smaller plants, particularly in the saving of 
fuel, as the bagasse from the latter should con- 
tain less moisture than the former, when 
there is adequate strength and power in the 
engine to free the thinner feed of the contained 
liquid. 

Regardless of the comparative cheapness of 
coal and other fuel in some cane growing 
countries, yet efforts are being made to dis- 
pense with other fuel than bagasse, and it is 
extremely unfortunate and very expensive to 
factory proprietors that the consumption of 
bagasse is yet in an experimental stage, if one 



may judge by the varied types of furnaces and 
boilers utilized in the different cane growing 
countries. Spaae being no object, the possi- 
bilities are that later the fiame from the fur- 
naces will travel in a direct line to the stacks, 
under and through boilers of different types, 
carrying decreasing steam pressures, such that 
the escaping gases will leave a temperature 
but a little above that of steam in the last 
generators. 

The aim of the factory owner should be to 
economize fuel if possible without the ex- 
pense of new furnaces, enlarged batteries of 
boilers, multiple effects, until conditions justify 
radical changes in the defective portions of 
plant, as much of the apparatus in most houses 
will become almost valueless in a short term 
of years, due to the changes which will be 
made in the methods of manufacture, and the 
greater perfection of furnaces and machinery. 
To husband the heat once absorbed by the 
water is to save fuel — to accomplish which the 
loss from radiation through pipes, etc., should 
be reduced by using the best non- absorbing 
coverings. 

Another source of great waste Is the escape 
of steam through defective joints, cylinders, 
etc. From the amount of steam to be seen 
escaping in some factories when in operation, 
01^ is constrained to ask when will owners 
and operators fully realize that such steam 
represents a cash outlay, and In consequence 
Is money wasted? An expert joint maker is a 
valuable employee, whose services will be 
more than paid for in the decreased coal bill. 

If a steamer can leave port and after a pro- 
tracted voyage reach her destination with 7irtu- 
ally the same water in her boilers as when she 
started, why can not factories be so operated 
that escaping steam will be reduced to a min- 
imum, and the steam after having performed 
its functions of propulsion and evaporation, 
after being condensed into water, all be rap- 
idly returned to the boilers as near the boiling 
point as circumstance will permit. The wa- 
ters of condensation from pipes, pans, clari- 
fiers, multiple effects, etc., may all be con- 
veyed to a hot water well or any other recep- 
tacle, and from there fed direct to the boilers. 
If there is an excess of exhaust steam It may 
be used to heat feed waters or condensed and 
the hot water be conveyed to its recipient. 

Should there then be a deficiency, a limited 
amount can be supplied by the sweet water 
pumps, as has been done elsewhere, without 
any injury to the boilers or their steaming; 
some even contend that such water is of benefit, 
as it tends to prevent incrustation. The hot 
water well or recipient should be so protected 
as to obviate the loss of heat by radiation. 

The following extracts from a lecture de- 
livered by Geo. H. Babcock, at Cornell Uni- 
versity, 1887, will explain what is termed latent 
heat and show the necessity of utilizing hot 
water as a source of great economy in fuel. 

The chemical compound known as H^ O ex- 
ists in three states or conditions— ice, water and 
steam ; the only difference between these states 
or conditions Is In the presence or absence of a 
quantity of energy exhibited partly in the form 
of heat and partly in naolecular activity, which, 
for want of a better name, we are accustomed 
to call ^ latent heat; '^ and to transform it 



from one state to another we have only to sap- 
ply or extract heat. For instance, if we take 
a quantity of ice, say one pound, at absolute 
zero (460 deg. below the zero of Fahrenheit) 
and supply heat, the first effect is to raise its 
temperature until it arrives at a point 492 
Fahrenheit degrees above the starting point. 
Here it stops growing warmer, though we 
keep on adding heat, it, however, changes 
from ice to water, and when we have added 
sufiicient heat to have made it, had it remained 
ice, 283 deg. hotter, or a temperature of 315 
deg by Fahrenheit's thermometer, it has all 
become water, at the same temperature at 
which it commenced to change, namely, 492 
deg. above the absolute zero of 32 deg. by 
Fahrenheit's scale. Let us continue to add 
heat, and it will now grow warmer again, 
though at a slower rate— that is, it now takes 
about double the quantity of heat to raise the 
pound one degree that it did before, until it 
reaches a temperature of 212 deg. Fahrenheit, 
or 672 deg. absolute (a8sumin*g that we are at 
the level of the sea). Here find another crit- 
ical point. However much more heat we may 
apply, the water, as water, at that pressure 
can not be heated any hotter, but changes, on 
the addition of heat, to steam ; and it is not 
until we have added heat enough to have 
raised the temperature of the water 966 deg., 
or to 1178 deg. by Fahrenheit's thermometer 
(presuming for the moment that its specific 
heat has not changed since it became water), 
that it has all become steam, which steam, 
nevertheless, is at the temperature of 212 deg., 
at which the water began to change. Thus 
over four-Jifths of the heat which has been 
added to the water has disappeared or become 
insensible In the steam to any of our instru- 
ments. 

It follows that If we could reduce steam at 
atmospheric pressure to water, without loss of 
heat, the heat stored within it would cause the 
water to be red hot; and if we could further 
change it to a solid, like ice, without loss of 
heat, the solid would be white hot, or hotter 
than melted steel — it being assured, of course, 
that the specific heat of the water and Ice 
remain normal, or the same as they respectively 
are at the freezing point. The heat which 
has been absorbed by one pound of water to 
convert it into a pound of steam at atmospheric 
pressure is sufiicient to have melted three 
pounds of steel or thirteen pounds of gold. 
This has been transformed into something 
besides heat; stored up to reappear as heat 
when the process is reversed. That condition 
is what we are pleased to call latent heat^ and 
In It resides mainly the ability of the steam to 
do work. 

Through the instrumentality of the ^^ latent 
heat " retained by liquids under certain condi- 
tions, bagasse alone may yet suffice for the 
manufacture of sugar In all cane-growlng 
countries, if the heat is saved which would be 
required to constantly raise the temperature of 
the feed water from 60 deg. F. to 200 deg. F., 
and the latent heat in the liquor containing the 
sugar Is effectively utilized to evaporate the 
surplus water in concentrating to say 27 deg. 
Baum^; but the temperature of the liquor 
must not, after leaving the multiple effect, be 
again elevated to 212 deg. F. In open evapo- 
rators, and then skimmed and then conveyed 
to tanks, there to remain and lose the major 
portion of the heat prior to concentration in 
the pan. When boilers evaporate ten pounds 
of water per pound of coal from and at 212 
deg. F., if the temperature of the feed water 
is 200 deg. instead of 60 deg., there will be a 
gain of over 13 per cent, in fuel, and by main- 
taining the temperature of the feed water 
as near the boiling point — 212 deg. F., as 
possible, not only is there a noted saving in 
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fuel, bat the boiler plant Is rendered more 
effeotlve through the Increased generation of 
steam. If a factory crushes 800 tons of cane 
per day of twenty-four hours, and the bagasse 
contains 11 per cent, of combustible fibre, 
there will be 176,000 pounds, 13 per cent, of 
which, if saved by the heating of the feed 
water as above stated, will amount to a large 
saving during the campaign, not only in labor 
and coal, but some of the boilers for the latter 
may be dispensed with, as the need of extra 
fuel may be decreased from 26 to 80 per cent. 
The first cost of pumps to force hot feed waters 
into the boilers may appear large, yet they 
are infinitely cheaper than the annual exces- 
sive outlay for coal, much of which is use- 
lessly consumed through carelessness, and 
often want of skill on the part of the average 
firemen. 

When the furnaces are constructed for the 
more perfect combustion of bagasse, the gases 
going to the chimney reduced to 12 per cent, 
instead of nearly 50 per cent, of the heat of 
the fuel, triple and quadruple effects are used 
instead of double effects (thereby utilizing 
more of the 'latent heat'' in the liquid being 
evaporated), and the steam and hot water 
intelligently economized— then the annual 
cost of manufacture will be very materially re- 
duced. Thos. Mann Cage. 

Terrebonne^ La, 



The Weinrich Improved 5ystem of 
Revivifying: Bone-Black. 

As known to those versed in the art, the pres- 
ent mode of revivifying bone-black consists ip 
converting into carbon by destructive distilla- 
tion those organic impurities absorbed by the 
bone-black during its use and which are not 
removed by washing. This is done in retorts 
at a red heat under careful exclusion of air. 

It is likewise known that this mode of reviv- 
ification involves a number of disadvantages, 
iriz.: 

1. The carbon originating from the organic 
impurities accumulates gradually and chokes 
the pores of the bone-black, and thus impairs 
Its efficiency, until it becomes practically use- 
less. 

2. By this method of revivifying certain in- 
organic impurities accumulate, especially iron 
and sulphide of calcium, which are very in- 
jurious to sugar solutions. 

8. The original percentage of carbonate of 
lime, which forms a part of the mineral frame- 
work of new bone-black and which is essen- 
tial where the so-called ^^ bluom ^' in sugars is 
required, decreases gradually by the present 
method of revivifying and sometimes disap- 
pears altogether, partly on account of exces- 
sive washing wjth boiling water, which fre- 
quently turns acid, and partly on account of 
everburning in kilns. 

4. An entirely uniform burning in kilns is 
impossible, and therefore at every operation 
some of the bone-black will be overburned and 
some underbumed. Through overbuming the 
mineral framework of the bone-black will 
shrink gradually and will thereby lose in por- 
osity and consequently in efficiency. 



6. The great wear and tear on the kilns, 
and— 

6. The considerable use of the fuel, owing to 
the fact that the bone-black has to be brought 
to and maintained at a red heat for some time. 

The new Weinrich system of revivifying 
bone-black avoids all these serious disadvant- 
ages, and is besides very simple and cheap in 
its application and sure in its results. 

It is not, like the kiln-work, based upon the 
principle of destructive distillation or carbon- 
ization, but upon the principle of oxidation. 
In carrying out this principle the bone-black 
is heated moderately in a suitable apparatus of 
simple construction and exi>osed simultane- 
ously to a regulated draft of atmospheric air, 
whereby the oxygen of the air is enabled to 
penetrate into the finest pores of the heated 
bone-black, thus burning off the organic im- 
purities. 

Any contents of sulphide of calcium will 
oxidize into sulphate of calcium and any con- 
tents of soluble iron salts will oxidize into in- 
soluble oxide of iron. 

It has been found that these organic im- 
purities will burn off at a much lower temper- 
ature than carbon, and since the temperature 
can be regulated to a nicety, a line can be 
easily drawn within which all the organic im- 
purities will bum off before any of the under- 
lying carbon is affected. Should there be any 
excess of carbon accumulated during former 
revivifying in kilns, then this excess can be 
removed simultaneously with the organic im- 
purities by simply regulating the temperature, 
draft of air and feed of bone-black and without 
bringing the bone-black to a red heat. 

The revivification is done in about twenty 
minutes. Feed of the bone-black, temperature 
and admission of air are regulated by simple 
deviccb and the whole work is easy to super- 
intend. The advantages of this new system 
over the kiln -work are obvious. 

The mineral framework of the bone-black 
retains its original porosity on account of the 
mild heat applied and its original percentage 
of carbon remains always the same because the 
organic impurities become completely re- 
moved through oxidation. The contents of 
carbonate of lime remains nearer to its original 
percentage. 

The bone-black consequently always acts as 
though new, even in the filtration of very im- 
pure solutions, and only the loss through dust, 
which is not greater than with kiln-work, has 
to be made up by new char. 

The use of fuel is only about one-half of 
that required for kiln work. The washing of 
the char in the filters can be discontinued as 
soon as most of the salts are washed out, as it 
is cheaper and time-saving to bum off rather 
than wash out the remaining organic impuri- 
ties. On account of the mild heat applied, the 
wear and tear of the apparatus is much less 
than that of kilns. 

These advantages mean therefore greater 
efficiency of the bone-black at considerably 
smaller wo^^^S expenses, and they mean 
furthei> thft^ ^^® Weinrich system is destined 
to sup^ g^e the present kiln work. 



It't'^Wal'*' 



rich system is now no experiment. 
1^ continuous and successful use 



since November, 1894, in the National Sugar 
Refinery, at Yonkerg, N. Y., and they have 
placed an order for another Weinrich 
apparatus with which to supplant more of 
their old kilns. The following statement 
from Dr. W. D. Home, J the chemist of the 
refinery, will doubtless prove more convincing 
of the merits of the Weinrich system than any- 
thing we may say. 

The revivification of char by the Weinrich 
apparatus as carried out at the National Sugar 
Refinery of Yonkers : 

Our apparatus (24 x 4 feet) revivifies per- 
fectly from 76,000 to 87,000 pounds of wet char 
in twenty-four hours. 

This char enters the drum containing 15 to 
17 per cent, of water, the drier being too small. 
Char that contains less moisture can be revivi- 
fied more rapidly. 

This revivification is accomplished by oxi- 
dation of the organic impurities left by the 
preceding washing. 

The machine is carefully regulated so that 
these impurities are completely bumt out 
without any carbon of the char itself being 
burned. The pores of the char are thus left 
open and we obtain maximum decolorizing 
effect from the char constantly. We have 
diminished the time of washing by one-fifth 
since using this method of revivifying, and a 

greater reduction can be made as soon as we 
ave more machines. 

We keep the percentage of carbon in the 
char constant; the percentage of carbonate of 
lime is not affected ; we avoid overbuming so 
common in the kilns, and the percentage of 
dust formed is not greater than in the kiln 
method. 

Two thousand pounds of fuel are used per 
twenty -four hours and one man takes entire 
charge of machine and will be able to operate 
two machines without assistance. 

The wear and tear on the machine are im- 
perceptible and it never requires to be stopped 
for cleaning. 

(Signed) W. D. Horne. 

We shall be glad to fumish further informa- 
tion desired by those interested in this im- 
portant innovation. 

George M. Newhall Engineering Com- 
pany, Limited, 
136 South Fourth St,, Philadelphia, U, S, A, 

Philadelphia, May 2, 1898, 



The Fos:arty Cane ftill. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Sugar cane mills 
up to the present time have had the most of 
their troubles and breakdowns caused by the 
knife or trash turner being too wide, and also 
out of sight. Lately there has been an effort 
on the part of the builders to close the lower 
rolls in^ and thus secure a narrower knife or 
tumplate, but none of them could bring the 
tumplate into view while the mill was at 
work. Only by taking out the rolls or remov- 
ing the knife altogether could the trouble be 
found out, and so when the breakdown oc- 
curred, and the mill was brought to a stand- 
still, repairs could be made, and then started 
up again to await the succeeding trouble. 

To have the knife or tumplate in view all 
the time this cane mill was designed. The 
housing is made in circular form entirely open 
in its centre, with ample room to take the 
rolls out, or replace them by a very simple and 
cheap contrivance. 

The claims for this plan of cane mill are for 
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very much more strength than in any mill yet 
made. 

The housing is strengthened hy three Idng- 
bolts, so that the entire strain or tendency to 
part the housing is taken np by the bolts. 
These bolts on any size mill can be from 8>^ 
to 6 inches in diameter ; no nuts being required, 
as the heads are forged on as shown, and the 
bolts shrunk in their place, and so the housing 
proper has no strain on it worth mentioning. 
The rolls are adjusted to suit the canes by 
bolts on the side of housing and adjusting 
blocks. The top roll is held up by four bolts 
2 inches In diameter, and the post underneath 
the cap is to take part ,of the strain or thrust 
of the hydraulic. This hydraulic is made of 
bronze metal cylinders, and every part of it 
can be taken out and replaced without disturb- 
ing any other part of the mill. 

The knife is held in place by a martingale 
bolt, and can be adjusted to suit, and can also 
be renewed with ease and promptitude, with 
the same mechanism that is used to remove 
the rolls. 

The inventor also claims the fact of the 
knife or tumplate being in sight all the time, 
as well as the passing of the canes through the 
mill, will make this form of mill the favorite 
in time, with the additional reason that it can 
be made and sold for less money on account of 
the tools and method of construction being 
less expensive for labor. 

This improved housing can be made to re- 
place any old plan of housing, using the same 
brasses, the same crown wheels, and the same 
bedplate— the only expense being the hous- 
ing. The brasses are shown round, but they 
can be of the same shape as now Id use, and 
resting on 4 Hat surface, in the adjusting block; 
the adjustment being opera.ed by side bolts 
which are allowed to swivel and adjust them- 
selves to any angle. Sugar planters desiring 
to change the old housing for the new can 
have plans made free of charge, provided they 
send on the correct dimensions of the old hous- 
ing. 

The cane breaker is strong and simple in 
constniction, and all mounted on an iron frame, 
which takes the place of the masonry hereto- 
fore used, and thus reduces the cost of instal- 
lation materially. The cane carrier is placed 
very high purposely to be able to lower it to 
suit circumstances. The carrier Is driven by 
a small engine to enable the speed to be 
altered to suit the feed required. 

James H. Fogarty, 
1 6 John street^ New York, 



The Comparative Advantaj^fes of 
Sprint: Planting: and Fall Plant- 
ing: on Louisiana Sugar Planta- 
tions. 

[DlscassioD at the regular monthly meeting of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association, Thurs 
day. May 12, 1898.J 

President Judge Emile Rost in the chair, 
Secretary Reginald Dykers at the desk. 

Under the head of new business the secre- 
tary read a letter from Mr. Wilbur F. Wake- 
man, general secretary of the American Pro- 
tective League, with its accompanying papers, 
as appeared in our last issue. 

The Chair— 1 will simply read to the asso- 



ciation the resolution as it was passed at the 
last meeting. Hon. Henry McCall offered the 
following resolution : ^' That the secretary of 
the Louisiana Sugar Planters^ Association be 
and is hereby authorized and instructed to 
communicate with the Hon. Wilbur F. Wake- 
man, New York, secretary of the American 
Protective Tariff League, with the view of hav- 
ing this association enrolled as a member and 
defender of said tariff league. ^^ That was the 
resolution adopted at the last meeting and the 
secretary communicated this resolution to Mr. 
Wakeman in New York, who considered it an 
application for membership. It was so in- 
tended by this afsociation, and in answer to 
that resolution. 

Mr. W. B. Schmidt— I think it is money well 
expended. 

The Chair— The secretary writes " that by 
order of the executive committee I have the 
honor of entering the name of the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters^ Association as a member of the 
American Protective Tariff League." They con- 
sidered that as an application for membership, 
and they entered the name of the association 
on their list of members. They have enclosed 
a memorandum covering the initiation fee 
which represents all assessments for the year 
1898, and the initiation fee, as you have heard, 
covers the contribution for the current year- 
it is $100. Therefore, the chair considers that 
this association having been entered a member 
of the American Tarin League, all that is now 
necessary to complete the matter is a motion 
authorizing the treasurer of the association to 
pay, or remit, to the secretary, or treasurer of 
the American Protective Tariff League, the 
gum of $100 for the initiation fee. 

Mr. Schmidt-— From the letler that was read 
I understand, aside from the initiation fee of 
$100, which will cover the association's contri- 
bution for the current year, they will not call 
for this amount every year unless it is required. 

The Chair — Their resolution seems to be 
about as follows: "Art. Ill of the Constitu- 
tion, as amended at the last annual meeting, 
defenders on election (it seems they do not call 
us a * member ' of their league, but a ^defender' 
— this association becomes one of the ^ defend- 
ers ' of the league) shall pay a fee of $100, and 
each successive year such part of $100 as may 
be asked by the executive committee; but this 
obligation shall terminate by death, or by 
written notice of the subscriber." So the first 
year's expenses to join the Tariff League are 
$100, and this covers all expenses for the year 
1898. Gentlemen, a motion is now in order 
that the treasurer be authorized to pay the sum 
of $100 for the initiation fees to the Tariff 
League. 

On motion of Colonel Zenor, duly seconded, 
and there being no objection, it was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The Chair — The motion is now adopted, and 
the secretary will receive from the treasurer of 
the association the amount of the initiation 
fees and remit it to the Tariff League at New 
York. 

At the last meeting of our association 
another resolution was passed referring to the 
death of one of the valued members and officers 
of this association— the death of Hon. Henry C. 
Minor. A committee was appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions, and these resolutions have 
been sent to our secretary, who.will now please 
read them and the letter of Hon. Henry Mc- 
Call which accompanied them. 

The Secretary— You will note the resolutions 
are signed by Mr. McCall and Mr. Dymond. 

Mr. Leonce M. Soniat, who is also a member 
of that committee, has not signed ; but he was 
expected here this evening. 

The Chairman — Gentlemen, the chair will 
instruct the secretary, if there is no objection 
on the part of the association, to sign the name 
of Mr. Soniat, the other member of the com- 
mittee, to these resolutions, as they are already 
signed by the other two members. A motion 
is now in order for the adoption of these reso- 
lutions. 



The chair would like to say a few words of 
personal tribute with respect to our late mem- 
ber, Hon. Henry C. Minor, before putting 
these resolutions to a vote. Mr. Minor, 
although not a frequent attendant at the 
meetings of this association, always manifested 
a great deal of interest in everything that 
transpired in the association. Mr. Minor waa 
considered, and was known to the chair, as 
being one of the progressive planters of the 
State. The chair knows the progress made in 
the development of his estates in Terrebonne, 
from some twenty-five years ago, when it waa 
then an old-fashioned kettle sugar plantation, 
and known to the chair as what was called '•*' a 
good sugar kettie plantations^ of the parish 
which had been making perhaps five or six 
hundred hogsheads of su^r in the early 70s. 
Through Mr. Minor's energy, through his in- 
telligent efforts, the same estates which in the 
708 produced these crops, in the year 1897, 
with a first-class modem refinery, he pro- 
duced a crop of between five and six million 
pounds of sugar. That alone tells of his suc- 
cess as a manager, and as a developer. Gen- 
tlemen, the motion is now before the associa- 
tion for adoption. 

On motion of Mr. Schmidt^ duly seconded by 
Professor Stubbs, it was unanimously agreed 
that the resolutions be adopted as read, spread 
upon the minutes of the association, published 
as a part of the official proceedings and an 
engrossed copy of same be forwarded to the 
family. 

The Chairman — Gentlemen, when the last 
meeting was held, the topic for discussion at 
the May meeting was left to the chair, and the 
chair, after some hesitation as to whether the 
subject should be a mechanical subject, or an 
agricultural subject, decided that an agricult- 
ural subject should be presented to the meet- 
ing for discussion this evening, and that sub- 
ject is "The Comparative Advantages of 
Spring and Fall Planting on Louisiana Sugar 
Plantations." Papers were to have been pre- 
pared on this subject, but the secretary in- 
forms the chair that no papers with the ex- 
ception of the one prepared by Professor 
Stubbs, which the professor will read, have 
been received. We would all like to hear 
what Professor Stubbs has to say. 

Professor Stubbs — Mr. President, last Mon- 
day 1 received a letter from your secretary, 
and, as usual, I told him I was willing to do 
all I could to advance the interests of the 
association, and 1 have hastily written a paper 
so that the printer will get me straight, be- 
cause, frequently, when reading the discussion 
I see what I did not say, and what t did say is 
not clearly stated, so I put it down to-night 
on paper. 

[Professor Stubbs here read his paper. It 
appeared in our last issue.] 

The Chairman — You have the paper of Dr. 
Stubbs on the subject selected for discussion 
this evening; the subject is now before you 
for discussion. 

Colonel Zenor — I move that the thanks of 
the association be tendered Professor Stubbs 
for his paper, and that it be published with 
the proceedings. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Chairman— The subject is now open for 
discussion — on the " Comparative Advantages 
of Spring Planting and Fall Planting on Lou- 
isiana Sugar Plantations.'^ Colonel Zenor, 
have you any vie^s to express on the subject? 

Colonel Zenor— Mr. President, I don't think 
anything can be added to what Professor Stubbs 
has said that would enlighten us. I consider 
this one of the most important questions that 
pertains to the sugar industry ; and yet we 
know very little about the solution of it. It 
would require years of experiment to test it 
thoroughly ; but I am one of those who are 
strongly in favor of following alonff the lines 
as laid down in Dr. Stubbs' paper in favor of 
fall planting. There are others who still ad- 
vocate spring planting; but, as I said, to de- 
termine the relative merits of either, it would 
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require several years of experiment, carefully 
noted, which Dr. Stubbs has the advantaee of 
all of us in doing, and I think his opmion 
upon this question, like it is on a good many 
others, is worth more than all to the sugar 
planters in Louisiana, because I believe he 
knows more about it. The points he covered 
in his article I do not think can be added to 
very well by any discussion we might enter 
into, in si)eaklng of this question with a 
planter the other day, my idea was that it was 
economy of labor (I am satisfied it is). I plant 
a little more acreage in the fall, with the 
same amount of cane, than £ do in the sprint, 
while this planter's idea was different. He 
said: '" From one acre of cane I could plant 
a little more in the spring, provided my seed 
keeps." " Well," says I, " your seed is al- 
ways good in the fall ; and if your land is in 
proper condition, as slated in Dr. Stubbs' pa- 
per, and properly covered, 1 think the chances 
are in favor of his keeping the seed planted in 
the fall rather than in windrow, as we call it. 
This has been my experience. I plant as 
much as I can in the fall, and, as a general thing, 
get most excellent stands." This gives the ma- 
tured cane that Dr. Stubbs alluded to. We find, 
I think, the fall plant is generally richer in suc- 
rose than the spring plant; yet this gentleman 
said his results were just the reverse. I asked 
him if he ^ot more sugar. He said he did not 
know that ne did. That is the question we are 
driving at — to get the most sugar from an acre 
of land ; and, as I said at the start, I don't 
think anything can be said or added that would 
enlighten us more than the paper Dr. Stubbs 
has read. 

Mr. H. S. Crozier— Well, I will add just 
what Colonel Zenor has said. I consld^ r Dr. 
Stubbs' contribution one of the most valuable 
papers read in this association. There is only 
one point I wanted to speak of, and that is 
this : I have had a good deal of experience in 
discussing the question with various planters, 
and I have found that the main question is the 
question of dry rot. Now, the experience of 
one man has demonstrated that tbat can be 
absolutely avoided and his plan is this : The 
majority of land that is intended to be planted 
in the fall is generally ploughed very deep, 
with large plows, and it takes an enormous 
amount of moisture to put the land in condi- 
tion to give moisture sutflcient to germinate 
the plants early enough or in season. The re- 
sult is tbat he invarmbly plants right behind 
the plow, therefore he gets the moisture that 
is in the land the day the plow goes into it 
. and sufficient to make the cane come up within 
ten days. Most any land is moist enough 
under this condition to make the cane come 
up. Another argument that he advances is 
that he can work one or two hours per day 
longer in the fall of the year. 

The Chairman — Mr. Mann, you have had 
large experience in the matter of fall planting, 
.and we would like to have your views on the 
subject. 

Mr. Geo. E. Mann— Mr, President and 
Gentlemen: Professor Stubbs has given the 
data so well; bis valuable paper covers every- 
thing so well that all I might say on the sub- 
ject is this : I planted 175 acres in stiff lands 
last year. I bring this subject up because 
some years ago many would not think of 
planting in stiff lands in the fall. I have 

glanted cane in the fall during the last twenty- 
ve years; and always in stiff lands. I have 
dealt more in stiff lands than in sandy lands. 
During the last winter I planted 135 acres in 
the fall and left 40 acres for spring planting. 
The season on the lower coast was so wet this 
year that had I left my planting until spring, 
as I know some did, and good planters, too, I 
should now be in a bad condition. 

The Chairman— You mean the season was 
wet for vour spring planting? 

Mr. lif ann — Yes, sir. If the fall planting in 
stiff lands is placed three inches below the 
surface, there is no danger whatever. I have 
magnificent fall plant. My stand is magnifi- 



cent, well advanced. It has had a second 
ploughing, and is way ahead of the 40 acres 
of the spring plant to-day. I was unable to 
plant my spnng cane before the 10th or 16th 
of March, this year. Now, if I was not able 
to get my land in condition before that time, 
what a predicament I should have been in 
with my 175 acres. I should not have finished 
before some time in April ; I should have been 
in an awful condition. Your paper, Professor, 
is the most valuable paper that has ever come 
under my observation in all my days. 

The Chairman — ^They claim this season, so 
far, has proved in favor of fall planting, even 
more than usually. 

Mr. Schmidt, have you any views to give the 
association on this subject? 

Mr. W. B. Schmidl>— Mr. President and gen- 
tlemen, you know that I do not live on a plan- 
tation; but I must say that the paper read by 
Professor Stubbs is certainly very valuable, and 
I hope will be read by every planter in the 
State. The information it contains is certainly 
very important and should be read by all 
planters. I know Professor Stubbs is very 
earnest in his undertakings and devotes a great 
deal of personal attention to matters such as 
that under discussion this evening, and when 
he presents an article you can depend upon Its 
containing information and data which has 
been arrived at solely by his own personal 
knowledge. Were I living in the country, as 
many planters do, I do not see how I could get 
along without reading the journals published 
in the interest of the sugar planters. They 
contain a great deal of valuable information ; 
and I have no doubt but that many planters 
have already been greatly benefited by the 
publication of these papers; such, for Instance, 
as the paper presented by Dr. Stubbs this 
evenine. 1 believe myself, as he has explained, 
that fall planting is a great advantage on my 
place. I have always planted in the fall — and 
we do it on well drained lands— lands that are 
well pulverized— and we never fail to make a 
crop. Of course we plant deeper than we 
would were we to plant in the spring. There 
is no danger of the cane sprouting before you 
remove it from the soil and carry it to the 
place where you intend to plant. Again, in my 
opinion, it is a great deal safer to plant in the 
fall. 

Mr. Mann — Gentlemen, I will say that my 
experience has been that the tonnage from fall 
planting has been larger — we have better re- 
sults in the sucrose ; more percentage. 

The Chairman — That is (he result you have 
noticed? 

Mr. Mann — A larger tonnage. I have never 
had to regret any fall planting, if it was prop- 
erly done; I would like to plant all in the fall 
if I could. 

Mr. H. G. Morgan, Jr.— I have nothing to say 
about fall planting or spring planting; have 
not had much experience in planting; but I 
am sorry I did not hear the doctors paper 
this evening. 

The Chairman — Does any one else desire to 
take part in this discussion? The chair will 
state, in conclusion, that the principal objec- 
tion urged by planters to fall planting was the 
danger of missing a stand in the cane, either 
from a wet winter or from dry rot. The chair 
will state that from personal experiences, in 
the course of ten years, there was only one 
winter where a stand failed in fall planting; 
that failed from dry rot, and undoubtedly 
failed because the plant cane at the time of 
planting was not rolled and was not properly 
cared for, and from the drought for several 
weeks after the time of planting. When the 
winter passed over this cane and the spring 
season came on, there was not more than a half 
stand, or barely a half stand. That was the 
only in&tance in the experience of the chair 
where u\\ pl*'^^^"^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ * period of ten 
years nnrioJ? *^" *^® other seasons, the fall 
P^^'^tV ^ its 0^° ^^^ averaged as well if not 
bettft^NCl^J! the spring planting. As far as 
^^^^ft tJ^* olJcemed, the chair's experience is 



cor^' 



that the greatest tonnage of cane was from 
spring planting. Now, whether that gave the 
greatest amount of sucrose or not, the chair is 
not prepared to say ; but it would seem more 
rational to suppose that when cane is planted 
in October, to be passed through the mills 
twelve or fourteen months afterward, it cer- 
tainly has a chance to reach a higher percent- 
age of sucrose than when it is planted in 
March or April, to be passed through the mills 
six or seven months afterward. In other 
words, the more time you give cane to reach 
maturity, the greater the results that you have 
a right to expect. We know that in Mexico 
or in Cuba, or in the Sandwich Islands, where 
we hear of cane giving 18 and 20 per cent, su- 
crose, that is not done by six months' growth, 
nor by eight months' growth. It is done by a 

frowth of twelve, fifteen or eighteen months, 
'hat is as far as I can learn ; Professor Stubbs 
can correct me if I am wrong in my discus- 
sion. 

Professor Stubbs — You are correct. 

The Chairman — Even in Mexico, where they 
claim to obtain as high as 20 per cent, su- 
crose, the cane is not ground there in less 
than twelve to fifteen months. If we could get 
cane in Louisiana twelve or fifteen months, we 
would be satisfied with 15 to 16 per cent. 

Gentlemen, the discussion of the subject is 
now closed. The next matter before the asso- 
ciation is the selection of a subject for discus- 
sion at the next meeting, which will be the 
meeting in the month of June. 

Mr. H. S. Crozier— Mr. Chairman, I meet a 
great many planters, traveling around, and 
they tell me they would like to attend the 
meeting, but find the time set for the meetings 
a little inconvenient. Many of the planters 
are in the city around the first of the month, 
or the last of the month, and can not come 
back. I would suggest that possibly it would 
be better to change the date of the meeting- 
have it near the end of the month, or close to 
the end. Most of the planters have business 
in town about tbat time. 

The Chairman— The chair will state from 
the earliest organization of this association, it 
was found advantageous to hold the meetings 
of the association in the beginning of the 
month ; and it was some time alter the organ- 
ization of the Sugar Planters' Association that 
the second Thursday was suggested as being 
better and more suitable than the first Thurs- 
day. The chairman does not remember the 
reasons urged in favor of the second Thursday, 
but as far as the convenience of the planters 
was concerned, the chairman will state very 
frankly that in this year of our Lord 1898, the 
convenience of the planter is about as diMcult 
to ascertain as it was in the year of our Lord 
1878; in other words, the planter has business 
in the city at vaiious limes, and at different 
periods each month. Some come in one day 
of a week, some another day, and it would be 
impossible to ascertain the days that would 
suit a majority of them ; and the Sugar Plant- 
ers' Association has selected the second Thurs- 
day, thinking that wonld interfere as little 
as possible with their engagements or occupa- 
tions, and would afford an opportunity to all 
planters to be present. 

Colonel Zenor — I would add that some come 
on the day of our meeting and do not come. 
There are plenty of planters who come to town 
to attend to their ordinary business, and won't 
come around to the meetings. I could mention 
several of them. 

Mr. W. B. Schmidt— I don't think changing 
the meeting would add to the attendance. 

Colonel Zenor— Not a particle. 

The Chairman — The chair will state that a 
great many planters who take an interest in 
the association, and who follow the proceed- 
ings, seem to think they can get all the infor- 
mation they want and all the benefits of the 
association by reading all that there is in the 
morning papers, or those who subscribe to it, 
in The Louisiana Planter, the official organ 
of . the association. They seem to think tnat 
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as good as attending the meetings. That 
seems to be the idea. With a membership 
roil of over one hundred members, it has been 
very difficult for us to get up an attendance of 
over twenty or twenty -live plnnters. When 
we get as high as twenty or twenty-live we 
have a very good meeting, as we tbinlL. We 
have tried for many years to improve on that. 
The chair is sorry to say that no remedy has 
been found yet to improve the attendance. 
Does Mr. Crozier malce a motion to the effect 
that we change our day of meeting? 

Mr. Crozier— I will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. Schraidt—I don't thinli it would suit 
Professor Stubbs were we to hold our meeting 
later in the month. You know we depend a 
great deal on him for information. I would 
ask Professor Stubbs if a later day would suit 
him. 

Professor Stubbs — My engagements bring 
me to Calhoun the last week of each month, 
and during the first part of the month I am in 
Baton Roufi:e, and I would be cut off from at- 
tending your meetings if they were held In 
either of these weeks. While I would dislike 
very much to be cut off from your meetings I 
would be perfectly willing if, hf holding them 
at a different time than the present, the attend- 
ance could be increased; if the change would 
accomplish any good ; but, of course, I want 
to be here if I can. 

The Chair — The association considers that a 
meeting without Dr. Stubbs is not a complete 
meeting. If there is no other busine8s before 
the association, the chair will state, at the 
suggestion of Dr. Stubbs, Professor Blouin has 
offered to read a paper at the June meeting of 
this association on the use of lime and sulphur 
in the sugar house. The subject, which was 
discussed this evening was an agricultural 
one, and according to the rule adopted by the 
association, we disscuss an agricultural subject 
at one meeting and a mechanical subject at the 
following meeting. The matter of lime and 
sulphur, although not strictly mechanical, 
pertains more to the manufacture of su^ar, 
and would then come in properly as a subject 
for discussion. Is there any other subject any 
member of the association would present in 
preference to it? 

Mr. Schmidt— The subject suggested would 
be very interesting. 

Professor Stubbs— Mr. President, for the last 
two years we have been making some very 
accurate experiments, at considerable expense 
and time, in the sugar house, in performing 
experiments, utilizing different amounts of 
both sulphur and lime, together with experi- 
ments incidental to phosphoric acids and 
other reagents. We are anticipating pub- 
lishing a bulletin on that subject; but before 
doing so it was thought well to have Mr. 
Blouin read the results before this association. 
This was also in response to an urgent request 
from your president and secretary that the 
station should take as large a part in these 
discussions as possible. 

Mr. Schmidt^-I hope the subject will be 
adopted. 

The Chairman— The subject is an important 
one, for there seems to be throughout the 
State, among sugar houses— sugar factories— a 
difference of opinion, or a difference of prac- 
tice, in the application of lime and sulphur, 
which ought to be accounted for, and which 
ought to be explained. The chair states, from 
personal knowledge, that the employment of 
lime, and of sulphur especially— no, of lime 
especially, at the rate of so many pounds to the 
ton of cane, varies in some factories to an as- 
tonishing degree. The chair has heardwhere 
the output daily, the output in tons of cane, was 
three hundred tons, and the consumption^ of 
lime was three barrels. The chair has heard 
of other factories doing exactly the same 
amount of work where the consumption of 
lime was eight barrels; and, again, one factory 
on Bayou Xafourche, where the output was 
eight hundred tons of cane a day, passed 
through the mill, the consumption of lime 



every day was forty barrels, which would be 
one barrel of lime to twenty tons of cane. 
These figures go on indefinitely. 

Professor Stubbs— They are unquestionably 
right. They appear to be incredible, I confess. 
It depends entirely, as Mr. Blouin will show, 
on the quj^ntity of sulphur used. We can 
sulphur your juice to taking ten times the 
quantity of lime in one instance as In another. 

The Chairman — 1 was told that this enormous 
use of lime was called, or was under what was 
called the German process. What that is, I do 
not know. I hope Professor Blouin will en- 
lighten us on that subject, as well as on the 
different methods and different processes of 
using lime in the factories. 

There being no objection, the subject of the 
'* Use of Lime and Sulphur in Sugar House 
Work*' was adopted as the topic to be discussed 
at the June meeting. 

The Unconsidered Wealth of the 
West Indies. 

The Daily News reviews Dr. Morris's recent 
report on the West Indies thus picturesquely : 

One has only to turn for a few minutes to 
Mr. Froude Kingsley, to the sumptuous 
volume of Lady Brassy to realize the manifold 
beauties, the marvelous richness of those 
islands in the tropic seas of the Atlantic which 
are called West Indies. Mr. Froude depicted 
them in some of his most brilliant and fascin- 
ating pages; Charles Kingsley was sighing all 
his strenuous life for a look at them, and called 
his book ^^At Last.'' Tennyson often turned 
longing eyes toward them, as we learn in his 
son*s biography, though he has painted the 
tropics so exquisitely in **Enoch Arden." 
The slender coco's drooping crown of plumes, 
The lightning fiash of insect and of bird, 
The lustre of the long convolvulus 
That coil'd around the stately stems. 

Listen to Kingsley 's description of a West 
Indian forest : 

In Europe a forest is usually made up of one 
dominant plant — of firs or pines, of oaks or of 
beeches, of birch or of heather. Here no two 
plants seem alike. Stems rough, smooth, 
prickly, round, fiuted, stilted, upright, sloping, 
branched, arched, jointed, opposite- leaved, 
alternate-leaved, leafiess, or covered with 
leaves of every conceivable pattern, are 
jumbled together till the eye and brain are 
tired of continually asking, '^What next?" 
The stems are of every color — copper, pink, 
gray, green, brown, black as if burnt, marbled 
with lichens, many of them silvery white, 
gleaming afar in the bush, furred with mosses 
and delicate creeping film ferns, or laced with 
the air roots of some parasite aloft. 

Or to one of Froude*s-dlp into him wher- 
ever you will : 

Let man be what he will, nature in the tropics 
is always grand. Palms were growing in the 
greatest luxuriance, of every known species, 
from the cabbage towering up into the sky to 
the fan palm of the desert, whose fronds are 
reservoirs of water. Others in shape or foliage 
far displaced the most splendid ornaments of 
an English park. Again, you saw forms which 
you seem to recognize, till some unexpected 
anomaly startled you out of your mistake. 
Dispersed among all the imperial beauties 
were spice trees, orange trees, coffee plants 
and cocoa. Prettiest and freshest were the 



nutmegs, which had a gleam all to themselves, 
and perfumed the surrounding air. 

If you care not for gaudy luxuriance, and 
fancy romance and adventure, turn to the 
stories of Drake, of Rodney ; read once more 
the Lay of the last Buccaneer, sung by Kings- 
ley, who 

♦ • ♦ " Sailed against the Spaniard with his 

hoards of plate and gold. 
Which he wrung with cruel tortures from In- 
dian folks of old ; 
Likewise the merchant captains, with hearts as 

hard as stone. 
Who fiog men and keel-haul them and starve 

them to the bone. 
Oh, palms grew high in Aves, and fruits that 

shone like gold. 
And the colibris and parrots were gorgeous to 

behold. 
And the negro maids to Aves from bondage 

fast did fiee 
To welcome gallant sailors a-sweeping in from 

sea.'' 

However you regard them, the West Indies 
will provide us with a thrill — of pleasure, or 
horror, or wonder. 

From poets and buccaneers to blue books 
may seem a far cry, but, as has been some- 
times remarked, there is concealed beneath the 
dull, prosaic productions of our government 
officials a wealth of romance and human in- 
terest. We refer particularly to the report of 
the gentlemen who inquired into the com- 
mercial decadence of these wonderful islands, 
which costs us so much blood and treasure to 
get. Sugar, the aristocrat of West Indian 
products, was being driven out of the market by 
the democratic beet, bounty-fed, and compe- 
tition all round the world; in France and Ger- 
many, in America, in India, Queensland, Mau- 
ritius, Fiji, and the rest. The West Indies 
were in despair. What was to be doneV Well, 
sugar is to be bolstered up for awhile, as we 
all know, and the West Indies are strongy ad- 
vised to turn their attention to the cultivation 
of other industries. It is the amazing wealth 
of these which are dealt with so admirably by 
Dr. Morris, the assistant director of Kew Gar- 
dens, in a voluminous appendix to this re- 
markable blue book. This appendix he has 
expanded, and it now appears in extenso in 
the current number of the ** Kew Bulletin." 

Dr. Morris accompanied the commission- 
ers on their visits to the various islands ; he 
had lived for years in one or two of them ; he 
is a botanist, a chemist, a highly-trained ex- 
pert, in fact with the exact mind of the scien- 
tist. Such men are constantly being trained 
at those famous gardens of Kew, the extent of 
whose work, so vastly important to the im- 
perial welfare, is so little known. We have 
no space to deal with the multitude of facts 
and figures with which this issue of the '-Bul- 
letin " fairly bristles. We can only say that, 
matter-of-fact though it be, its pages conjure 
up pictures of fresh markets whose possibili- 
ties set the lay mind reeling. British Qni^a, 
Trinidad and Tobago, the Windward Island^ 
the Leeward Islands, Barbados, Jamaica— 
upon the resources of all the famous groups 
which stud these seas like so many jewels, we 
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find fascinating details. Take that vast terri- 
tory we call British Gaiana, for Instance. The 
land here, says Dr. Morris, is among the rich- 
est in the tropics, and it is almost inconceiv- 
able that such should have been so long neg- 
lected — it is as large as Austria. 

When the suitability of these lands for trop- 
ical cultivation is known abroad some of them 
will be taken up by Europeans with capital, 
prepared to invest it in establishing planta- 
tions of coffee, cacao, spices and fruit, on the 
same lines as those in the other parts of the 
tropics, A considerable amount of English 
capital is at present diverted to foreign States, 
from a mistaken idea that there is no suitable 
outlet for it in our own colonies. From a 
somewhat extensive and intimate acquaintance 
with the cultural industries carried on in vari- 
ous parts of her Majesty's possessions I am 
able to state that I know nowhere of such an 
extensive area of rich and fertile lands, with a 
comparatively healthy climate, and within 
easy reach of such good markets as those 
crown lands of British Guiana. They can 
grow nearly every tropical product in demand, 
either in the new world or old. 

This is surely a glowing statement to come 
from a man who is sure of his facts. 

We all know the irresistible fascination 
which Robinson Crusoe's plain narrative has 
had upon generation after generation of the 
human race. The castaway finds upon his 
solitary island all that a man needs for his 
wants, and much more. Crusoe's hairy figure 
is ever rising up before us as we read these 
business-like pages. You wander with Dr. 
Morris into one of these forests of the tropics, 
peopled with strange trees, all aglow with the 
gorgeous blossoms, peopled with life in infi- 
nite variety— birds, the most marvelous insects, 
things creepy crawly — where the air is full of 
odors. Here is the tree on which gutta-percha 
grows; here is the india-rubber tree; here is 
the cocoannt; here is the tree whose bark 
yields medicine ; here is the tree which resists 
the penetrating teredo. Dye woods, bitter- 
wood, lance, wood spars, satin-wood, ebony 
or color wood, walking sticks, divi-divi, tama- 
rinds, sarsaparilla, nutmegs, medicinal plantt«, 
essential oils, spices, cardamoms, black pepper, 
cinnamon, vanilla, cocoa, sisal hemp, cassava, 
chillies, castor oil, cinchona, cocoa, plantains, 
cocoanuts, limes, coffee, arrowroot, sweet 
potatoes, yams, beans, aloes, ginger, oranges, 
bread fruit, gums, resins— all abound in these 
islands of Paradise. Turn to the azure seas in 
which they are set, and you find flying fish — 
they catch off Barbadoes alone nearly £20,000 
worth in a year. The roe of the sea urchin is 
said to be delicious. Turtle, snapper, grouper, 
lobster, crayfish — who can say nay to them? 

Did not Robinson Crusoe also manage to 
grow himself tobacco to solace himself with 
at last? Dr. Morris speaks well of the chances 
of growing fine brands as one of many possible 
subsidiary industries which the present crisis 
may create. So said Mr. Froude, who was no 
scientific reporter, but a serene and cynical 
observer of the works and ways of man on this 
spinning globe. ** I asked Sir T. Hooker," he 
says, ^^ the chief living authority in such mat 



delicate cigar tobacco — whether there were 
no other countries where it could be grown 
equally good. He said that at that very mo- 
ment cigars as fine as the finest Havana were 
produced in Jamaica." 

It is to fruit that many look as the possible 
salvation of these colonies. The story of Cap- 
tain Bush*s enterprise, told by Dr. Morris, is 
a veritable romance of trade. In 1869 the 
captain loaded seven vessels with it as an ex- 
periment. In 1879 the value shipped was a 
little over £20,000 worth. In 1889, owing to 
a subsidy of £6000 granted by the government 
to a steamship company, it ^ad increased to a 
value over £320,000; and in 1895-96 this sum 
had increased again to over half a million 
pounds sterling. The fruit consisted chiefiy 
of bananas, cocoanuts, oranges, grape fruit, 
shaddocks, tangerines, limes, lime juice, pine- 
apples, tamarinds and kola nuts. From the 
lime alone, in the form of lime juice, oil of 
limes, otto of limes, lime fruit, and lime 
pickled, Dominica gets something like £20,000. 
In Antigua the cultivation of the pineapple 
has formed the only minor industry. 

Why is it, then, seeing the prodigal profus- 
ion with which Nature has scattered her gifts 
upon these islands, that man has put his faith 
in sugar alone? Of course, in the days of Tom 
Cringle and Aaron Bang, the good old days 
when planters were the kings in the islands, 
and kept slaves and dined off gold plate on the 
best, the profits on sugar were nothing less 
than huge. They had it all their own way. 
And their descendants have wrung their hands 
and bemoaned the degenerate days, but still 
they stuck manfully by sugar. It was still 
sweet to them. A few of the more spirited 
rose to the needs of the times and dabbled in 
novelties. Highly favored are our West Indian 
possessions in many respects, in luxuriant 
growths, in sun, and light, and soil, yet the 
climate is not one which breeds energy, initia- 
tive, persistence. That must be one reason 
of their want of any notable success. The 
other, says Dr. Morris, is due to a want of 
knowledge of even the simplest elements of 
horticultural methods. An experiment is often 
undertaken by men with no experience what- 
ever of the plants they wish to cultivate, but 
who yet undertake to produce crops requiring 
great skill and judgment. Such experiments 
inevitably end in failure. Again, subsidiary 
industries are only thought of when there is a 
threatened collapse of the staple industry. At 
such times there is usually an inconsiderate 
rush for some industry most in favor at the 
moment, prices fall, and the investment is im- 
mediately abandoned as unproductive. The 
failure thus insured naturally tends to throw 
discredit on future ventures, and that partic- 
ular industry is regarded, often undeservedly, 
as hopeless. Much educational work is al- 
ready done by the various botanic gardens 
which are established in various islands. These 
are miniature Eews. The station at Dominica 
alone In 1B96 distributed no less than 42,000 
eco^Q .^ plants to those who required them 
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penny. Of the great value of the official ex- 
perimenting stations Dr. Morris speaks highly, 
and with profound knowledge. At the request 
of the chairman of the commission he has 
prepared a scheme for a special department of 
economic botany, which shall — 

1. Supervise and extend the work of the ex- 
isting stations. 

2. Start industrial schools for training boys 
in agricultural pursuits. 

3. Encourage theoretic teaching of agricult- 
ure in agricultural pursuits. 

4. Promote teaching of scientific agriculture 
in colleges and schools. 

5. Organize horticultural shows and exhi- 
bitions of implements and machinery for culti- 
vating and curing tropical products. 

As an instance of the extraordinary mixture 
of peoples whom we govern, and the pressing 
on of the colored races are mentioned (apro- 
pos) that apprentices from Lagos were lately 
trained at Jamaica for agricultural service on 
the west coast of Africa. In our own garden 
at Kew you meet them at work, and of our 
museums they are persistent haunters. Verily 
does old England bear stupendous burthens 
upon her brawny shoulders. 

Dr. Morris is not optimistic, he is not pessi- 
mistic—he only says: "Work and hope." — 
Demerara Chronicle, 



Death of C. F. Havemeyer. 

C. F. Havemeyer, son of the late Theodore 
Havemeyer, one of the sugar kings, recently 
died at his home at Eosslyn, Long Island, 
from the effects of a pistol wound in his head, 
supposedly infiicted by his own hand. He was 
a man of great wealth, with an interesting 
family, and it is a mystery to all who 
know him why he should commit suicide. 
Many of his friends assert that his death was 
the result of an accident rather than intention, 
as he was in perfect health at the time, had 
always been of sound mind, and was of a 
cheerful disposition, with wealth sufficient to 
supply every material want. His death was a 
great shock to the business and social circles 
in which he moved and mingled.— Cn7«n'o». 



Mr. George P. Anderton, of Concession 
plantation on the Lower Coast, returned during 
the past week from a combined business and 
pleasure trip to Greenville, Miss., and Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

Among the most enterprising and pro- 
gressive planters in the State are Messrs. J. P. 
Kemper and W. Y. Kemper, who together 
run the Glencoe plantation. They have 
demonstrated an unusually high order of 
ability in developing the resources of Glencoe, 
and bringing its results higher and higher 
toward perfection. 

Among the '' old reliables " upon whom the 
prosperity and success of sugar making opera- 
tions at the Caffery central factory largely 
depend must be mentioned Mr. A. W. Ohl- 
meyer and his two sons, Messrs. William 
Ohlmeyer and A. J. Ohlmeyer. These gentle- 
men have been the vacuum pan sugar boilers 
at the Caffery for a number of years, and 
always achieve excellent results. 
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Thif year.. 
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Sacks Rough. 

466,216 
876,798 
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8,081 
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5ugar. 

The local sn^ar market was steady at 
the end of the week, and a fair demand 
prevailed. Receipts from plantations 
were fairly good. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals steady. 



Rice. 

But little business is chronicled in 
either rough or clean rice. The market 
is strong, and offerings are promptly 
absorbed at full prices. Arrivals from 
plantations are small. 



Suj^ar in London. 

The position of the market has been 

strengthened since last week by the publioa- 

tlon of the figures for the European sowings, 

given below, and general confidence is felt in 

the present very moderate range of prices. 

Beet 88 per cent, sugar f. o. b. for prompt 

shipment is quoted as follows : 

Per Cwt. 
8. d. 

1898 9 3 ^ 

1897 8 10>t; 

1896 12 1^ 

1895 9 10>^ 

1894 11 9 

1893 18 ..,. 

It will be seen that with the trifling excep- 
Qon of last year at this time sugar has not been 
80 cheap in May as it is now. The general 
position, therefore, points rather to higher 
than to lower prices. The London market, 
nevertheless, this week has been distinctly 
cheaper. 

Heavy tenders of sugar sold for delivery 
daring the present month have checked the 
recent upward movement and have caused a 
decline, so far as speculative beet and foreign 
white sugars are concerned. A cessation of 
demand from the trade has also brought about 
a quieter feeling, but, after the last volume of 
business which has been transacted during the 



last fortnight, this is not surprising. It must 
be borne in mind, however, that it was the 
declanition of war which first started the up- 
ward movement in sympathy with the appre- 
ciation in value of other foodstuffs, and that 
while sugar has gone back slightly in price, 
other important articles, such as wheat, are 
considerably dearer this week. It is not too 
much, therefore, to expect some recovery 
when the temporary pressure to sell has passed 
away. A decline in value has also taken place 
in the American markets, but for what reason 
it is diflacult to say, as no very recent returns 
of stocks and consumption are available. As 
compared with the demand for beet, the cane 
market here has shown great firmness, low 
brown refining kinds being held for very full 
prices, while grocery crystallized, which con- 
tinues In demand and also in short supply, 
again shows a slight advance on the lower and 
medium qualities. The imports of crystallized 
raws to London for the week ending 6th inst. 
amounted to 1041 tons, and for this year to 
10,590 tons, against 14,029 tons in 1897. 

Owing to the war, increase in freights and 
cost of material, an important rise has taken 
place in glucose, which for the moment is 
comparatively scarce on the spot, and supplies 
of which are likely to be irregular for the next 
few months. There is no reason to suppose, 
however, that shipments will actually cease, 
and the Invocation of the force majeure clause 
is, to say the least of it, premature. — Produce 
Markets Beview, May 7. 



The Rice Market. 

Increasing activity is again to be noted in 
all styles of foreign, the week making the 
highest score in sales of any equal period since 
the opening of the present season. The demand 
is widespread, from every point of the com- 
pass and further enlarged by purchases on 
government account for use in the army and 
navy. Common to fair grades, by reason of 
being relatively cheaper, are commanding the 
larger patronage. There were unusually lib- 
eral arrivals the past week and those who had 
been DredlctlDg " the long expected time draws 
near ^. jj the supply will be ample," jumped 
to^tK ijclwsion that it had already been 
^®*0k^ ^^ plsappointment, however, waited 



on them, as no sooner were parcels landed, than 
they went promptly from wharf to fill orders 
taken a fortnight or more ago. * 

Among the novelties in present offerings is 
Japan, grown in Italy. It is of fine color and 
grain and being sold at fraction off ^'the real 
thing" is commanding considerable attention. 
Advices from the South note fair local move- 
ment in domestic dnd an enlarging call in the 
foreign. Cables and correspondence from 
abroad shbw no change for the better in the 
statistical exhibit, but rather the worse. The 
midmonthly account of stock is less favorable 
than at any time since the opening of the far 
East crops. Europe has received since Janu- 
ary 1, 3,196,040 bags (2 cwt. each), against 
4,195,976 bags same time last year. Amount 
afloat, present date, 830,744 bags, against 
1,124,920 bags last year. As might be ex- 
pected under^such radical shortening of re- 
ceipts, spot stocks are nil and the forward 
supply totally inadequate to meet usual re- 
quirements the coming quarter. 

With such conditions it is only natural that 
sellers should '' rule the roost " without con- 
test; buyers compelled to play second fiddle 
whether they will or no. As heretofore, the 
main current of business runs on goods from 
steamers due the coming month and even 
later, which fact should not be lost sight of, as 
with cargoes finding sale before arrival, ac- 
cumulation of stock is prevented and reaction 
in price rendered impossible or at least im- 
probable. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louis- 
iana crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, 
inclusive of amount carried over, 535,436 
sacks; last vear, 568,515 sacks. Sales, cleaned 
(est) 120,250 barrels; last year, 106,450 bar- 
rels; steady demand In all styles domestic and 
foreign. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
59,470 barrels; sales. 68,930 barrels; fair de- 
mand for home sorts; principal movement la 
foreign. 

Mr. A. V. Pintado, who was last year at the 
Bethia place of Hon. Donelson Caffery, was 
this season at the Alix plantation, where he 
had charge of the boiling department. Mr. 
Pintado is well known all through the sugar 
district as a most skilful and successful sugar 
boiler. 
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WANTS. 



W« will publish in this column, h«e of chftrg« ontil 
iWther notice, the applicntione of all maneicera, over- 
<•«•, enfineen and %ug%x makers, and others who may 
bt ioalrlm positions in the country, and also the wants 
of planters deslrinit to employ any of these. 

TXTANTBD—A SUGAR OR MOLASSES BARBBL 
VV maker would like a position on a planutlon, or in 
the city: can furnish references. Address LOUIS 
ROGERS, S901 Bienville street, City. 5*ai-98 

WANTED — POSITION BY A FIRST-CL\SS 
sugar chemist of longf experience, competent to 
take charge of any department of sugar manufacture ; 
excellent recommendations. Address CLEMENS 
DOMES, 147 Green street, Brooklyn, N. Y. S->9*98 

WANTED — A FIRST - CLASS ASSISTANT 
vacuum pan sugar maker; give references 
Address, Lock Box 193, Patterson, La. S-'9-9S 

-IT7 ANTED— A TECHNICAL, EDUCATED MAN, 

W with three years' experience ia Europe, and com- 
petent to conduct a beet sugar factory, wanU any posi- 
tion where he can make himself useful. Address 
HOBROC, 46 Cabot street, Boston, Mass. S-ao-gS 



WANTED— A POSITION AS TRAMWAY EN 
gincer. Address A. E. 
NashvilTc avenue. New Orlesms. 



neer. Address A. E. HUTCHINSON, 740 

S-ao-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
engineer, for construction, repairs and general 
work. Satisfactory references ss to ability and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, ioa6 Jena street. 
New Orleans. 5-io 98. 

WANTED — A POSITION AS RAILROAD 
trackman on some plantation. Address £., St. 
Bernard P. O., Ls. 5-I0-9S 



WANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHER OR SIM- 
ilar for coming season, by experienced man of 35: 
first-class recommendation; well posted on general 
office work; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address E., care L. Schuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solms P, O., Ascension parish. La. 5 3-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dress D. W. B., No. 730 Valmont street, New Orleans, 
La> S-30 

7ANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
and engineer, fifteen years' experience in refineries 
and sugar houses: can snye first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WESTON, 740 Poydras street. New 
Orleans, La. 4*96-98 



W^ 



WANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 
tle, open pan and vacuum pan sugar maker, a 
position for this coming grinding season ; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX £>BRPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4-^7-93 

•WANTED— POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
Vv assistant manager, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a staole; I am a married man, 30 years 
old; have good references as to habits and capability; 
all letteis will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DBETRICH, Hammond, La. 4-23*98 

ANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box a, Natchitoches, La. 4-30-98 

ANTED— ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having expenenee. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is now open 
for an engagement as chiel engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street. New Orleans, 



La. 



4-6-98 



WANTED- A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantation; can give 
best of references as to ability and character. Address 
500, care Plantbr. 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 
would like an engagement for the comlngreason ; 
recommendors the Dest in the State. Address J . FRANZ, 
Eureka, St. Louis county. Mo. 4 6-98 

ANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
Must be sober, understand the raising of 

Joultry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, Centerville, La. 4-5-9S 

-WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
'^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
ployers and win guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
I.R. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



W^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
leferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
ferred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8*98. 



TIT ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRSTCLASS 
^^ Painter; can give good references. Address aoo, 
Ihis office. 4-9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr., No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 

3-a9^. 



TXrANTED-»A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ perience in heavy frsming and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sugar houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the Stale. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFFB, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, a* well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling; understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: At reference. Address S. s. 
MOORE, a85 South Fifth sUeet, Brooklyn, New York. 

s-aS-98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 

a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 

plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 

reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 

Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibkon, La. 3-16^8 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' EX- 
perienc in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonials Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchange, 
E 15, New York. 3-17-9S 



W A N T B D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
firtt-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3-i7*9S 



WANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicating with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, specially familiar with designing and 
constructing the most modem machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-a6-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacunm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop ; be«t of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J. aAVOY, PalncourtviUe, La. 3 18 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp street, New Orleans, 
hh : 3: 9iS^ 

WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES Po- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for further particulars, W. 1 . Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3*9*96 



WANTED —A POSITION AS CABPBNTBK 
and builder; will take job work; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5-98 



W^ 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
Ice-house work; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer ; can furaish good references. Adorese 
F. G. LtlRENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3*4-^ 



W^ 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polsrixing; habits strictly temperate; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana PLA-irrsa. a-si-9B. 



yrr ANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 

VV a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. P. MER* 
WIN, Le Compte, La. t-i^-^ 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION Ao MANAGER OR 

assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 3S years of age ; have hsd long years of ex- 

ferience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
'IJWNTBR, 518 and 5ao Gravler street, New Orleans, La. 

9-34-98 



WANTED— IRISH-AMBRICAN, s6 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, flesires posl' 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, SUtion O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-8-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. s-8«98 



ANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE CX>MING 
season; first-class references furnished. Address 
H. G. Hill, Ponchatoula, La. 3-26^^8. 



VV 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boiler in some large factory. Best of refer* 
ences given. W. B., Box 63, Donaldsonville, La. 

3-3'-98. 



■ 



CYPRESS WATER TANKS 

Rest in the Worid. 5end for Catalogue. 
WriteusforDeliveredprice.. ^^ f. ^EWIS A CO. Ltd. 



NEW ORLEANS, LA. 



316 Baronne St 



For 5ale... 



A complete bagasse burnirg outfit 
foi 325 tone per day. 

Five double flue boilers 36 inches bv 
26 feet, wi h two 13 inch flues, mud 
and steam drumF, breeching for same, 
with lorg flue. Atlas engine, Sturte- 
vant blower, doors, air pipes, tuyere 
pipes, check, mud and safety valves. 

McCALL & LEGENDRE, 

McCALL P. 0., LA. 
SUCCESSION SALE. 

A fine Sugar Plantation containing 1675 'cres 
fully stocked and well worked in cene and 
corn this year, Iron'ing on Vermilion River, 
South of Abbeville, La., will be sold for cash 
May 2Lst, 1898. This is a rare opportunity to 
buy a firstcla^s sugar plantation cheap. Write 
to Solomon Wise, Administrator, Abbeville, 
La., for particulars. 
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JNO. C. PARKER, Vice Pres. and Ceni Mgr 
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ICcCall Brothers. 
McCall A Legendre, 
L«Mm Oodchauz, 

611008 Teller, 
• I^emann A Bro. 
Laonce Soniat, 
LovisBush, 
W. B. BrickeU, 
W. C. Stubbs, 

tohn Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
Foos A Bamett, 
H* C Warmoth, 
Locius PorsTth Jr., 
Edward J. Gay, 
Shattuck A Homnan, 
Emlle Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Zlegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. S. Clark, 

ii B. Lerert, 
IfflDSon Homor. 
W. B. Bloomiiela, 
W. W. Sutdifife, 

iohn S. Moore, 
ames C. Murphy, 
OS. Webre, 



LIST OP 5T0CKH0LDBRS. 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R..Calder, 
L. A. BllU, 
Hero A Malhiot, 
WJ. Behan, 



J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Bdwards A Haubtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
:. H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Sorla, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew race, 
B.AJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garig, 
Adotph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUiken,. 
W. P. Miles, 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



KXXCVnVB COMMITTXX: 



Henry McCall. 
Laden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President 



Annual Report to the Hawaiian 
riinister of Finance. 

The Planter is indebted to the Hon. 
P. B. McStocker, Collector General of 
Customs for the Republic of Hawaii, for 
a copy of his annual report to the 
Hawaiian Minister of Finance. The 
report is a very comprehensive one, 
covering the imports and exports of the 
Hawaiian Islands for the year 1897. 

One of the most interesting features 
to us in Louisiana is the statement of 
the exports of sugar from the Hawaiian 
Islands for the year 1897. The quantity 
is placed at 520,158,232 pounds or 260,- 
079 short tons, valued at $15,390,422, or 
slightly under 3 cents per pound. Of 
these sugars those sent to the United 
States, 66.72 per cent, were shipped to 
the Pacific ports, and 32.90 per cent, to 
the Atlantic ports and .38 per cent, to 
various other countries. We thus see 
that under the workings of the reci- 
procity treaty we practically get all the 
sugars that are produced in Hawaii, 
less than half a per cent, having been 
sent to Australia, New Zealand, the 
islands of the Pacific, Japan, China and 
Canada. In like manner, out of 5,500,- 
000 pounds of rice exported the Pacific 
ports got practically all of itj some 
$519 worth having been sent to the 
islands of the Pacific. 

The total exports from the Hawaiian 
islands during the year 1897 aggregated 
$16,021,775, of which $15,962,000 came 
into the United States. 

The entire imports into the Hawaiian 
islands for the year 1897 amounted to 
$8,838,203. Of this 73.58 per cent, 
came from the United States Pacific 
ports, 3.36 per cent, from the United 
States Atlantic ports, or a total of about 
77 per cent, of all of their imports came 
from the United States. It will thus be 
seen that the Hawaiian islands exported 
over $16,000,000 of their own produc- 
tions and imported less than $9,000,- 
000 from all other countries, leaving a 



balance of trade to their credit of over 
$7,000,000 for the year 1897, i-ather a 
profitable year we should say for the 
islanders. 



Tlie Yield of Low Grade Sus:arsc 

As many of our Louisiana sugar plan- 
tations will soon be working off theif 
low grade sugars, it becomes an inter- 
esting question as to how the greatest 
yield of these sugars can be obtained 
from molasses of any given purity. On 
one of the leading Hawaiian plantations 
an experiment has been made with a 
tank 90 feet long, 14 feet wide and 13 
feet deep, the bottom having a fall 
from the outside to the centre. This 
tank has a division through its centre, 
lengthwise, and these two halves are 
again divided up into twelve compart- 
ments each, making twenty-four in all. 
It was thought better to keep the mo- 
lasses after boiling to sugar proof in a 
compact body rather* than to spread 
each strike over a large surface, as is 
commonly done where it is run into cis- 
terns. With these smaller compartments 
any one of them can be quickly filled, 
and, if necessary, sugars can be taken 
from some of them while others are 
being filled with newly boiled stuff. 

In this particular case a car is used to 
convey the masse cuite from the tank to 
the mixer, and it is thought that a 
Magna pump would answer as well. 
Each compartment has a 12-inch valve 
in the bottom, through which the masse 
cuite is discharged into the car, a track 
running under the centre of the tank its 
full length. The discharge valve is 
operated by a screw and wheel, on the 
top of the tank, electric bells being used 
to signal. 

Where this tank was used it was con- 
sidered a great success, and we should 
be glad if some of our Louisiana sugar 
makers would give us the result of their 
experience with low grade sugars this 
season, considering the merits of the 
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various devices that iiave been used, 
say, wagons, tanks and cisterns, to pro- 
duce the best results. 



Employees in Qerman Suj^ar Houses. 

In a recent issue of Messrs. Willett & 
Gray's Statistical there was given some 
interesting data concerning German 
sugar house employees. It was shown 
that 95,162 persons were employed in 
the 455 German sugar houses in opera- 
tion in 1895, against 67,288 persons em- 
ployed in the 320 factories in operation 
in 1882. 

Of those employed in 1895, 87,532 
were males, and 7650 females. Of this 
personnel, 587 were owners or directors, 
1283 managing employees, 2622 techni- 
cal employees or scientists, and 90,670 
ordinary workers. Of these latter 
89,442 were above sixteen years of age, 
and 1228 were below that age. 

It will be remembered that the Ger- 
man sugar houses average in production 
of sugar about 4000 long tons each, and 
from the above data it will be seen this 
average production of sugar was reached 
with an average of 209 employees to 
each sugar house, averaging 192 males 
and 17 females. 

One factory was reported to have 1345 
employees, while nine factories em- 
ployed from three to twenty persons, 
forty-five factories from 20 to 100 
persons, 228 factories from 100 to 2u0 
persons, 156 factories from 200 to 500 
persons and eighteen factories from 500 
to 1000 persons. 

In comparing these figures with what 
we are doing in Louisiana central fact- 
ories, we must remember that these are 
the factory employees only and are not 
field employees in any sense. The Ger- 
man average of 4000 long tons produc- 
tion per factory equals about nine mill- 
ion pounds of sugar, requiring 209 
employees, all told, from the manage- 
ment down to the common laborers. 

We believe we do better than this in 
a few of our largest factories. We 
reach no such average as a whole. 

In Louisiana we had 424 sugar houses 
in operation in 1895, which made 532,- 
000,000 pounds of sugar or 1,256,000 
pounds average each. Of course, this 
small average production, but little over 
one-eighth of the German average, could 
not have been produced with the rela- 
tive labor economy effected in Ger- 
paany. The average production of our 



factories is, however, annually growing 
larger, and our many new inventions 
and labor-saving devices will surely in 
the end enable us to compete success- 
fully with Germany, in so far as the 
number of persons employed in our fac- 
tories for a given production of sugar is 
concerned. 



Siij^ar in Enj^land. 

Mr. Sigmund Stein, who is the mana- 
ger of the Liverpool sugar refinery of 
Messrs. Crosfield, Barrow & Co., has 
recently published a small book of near- 
ly a hundred pages under the title of 
** Sugar, Home Grown and Home Man- 
ufactured.'' In this book Mr. Stein en- 
deavors to prove that the million and a 
half tons of sugar consumed annually in 
Great Britain can be produced there, and 
that the 15,000,000 of sterling annually 
spent by Great Britain for sugar could 
better be utilized in supporting their 
own home industries, thus saving the 
British farmers from ruin. 

Mr. Stein has taken up tlie sugar in- 
dustry as an expert, and discusses sugar 
making, sugar refining and beet grow- 
ing. In fact, his little book is really a 
handbook of beet growing and of sugar 
manufacturing and refining. It is illus- 
trated with cuts descriptive of beet sugar 
machinery, and of all the modem de- 
vices necessary for sugar refining. It is 
quite a handsome little book, and The 
Louisiana Planter is greatly obliged to 
Mr. Stein for the copy sent it with his 
compliments. 



Louisiana's Coal Supply. 

The ideal manufacturing plant, so far 
as the generation of heat for steam pro- 
duction is concerned, would, of course, 
be one which utilized none but the re- 
fuse of its own products, for which no 
other value could be had, for supplying 
its furnaces. As no practical use other 
than as fuel has been discovered for the 
bagasse from our cane mills, this ideal 
would be reached in our Louisiana sugar 
houses were they able to generate all 
their steam from this refuse alone, but 
this success has not hitherto been at- 
tained here to any extent, although in 
the West Indies, owing to the large per 
cent, of woody fibre in the cane, it is 
frequently accomplished. The varying 
extraction secured in our different sugar 
houses makes it diflBcult to determine 
just what fuel value their bagasse would 



have as compared with coal, but it is 
safe to say that even were the 
juice extraction 100 per cent, of 
the juice content, a pound of coal 
would still have la fuel value in excess 
of a pound of bagasse, and with an 
extraction of say 75 per cent., 100 per 
per cent, being an ideal extraction never 
reached in actual practice, a pound of 
coal would have a fuel value probably 
four or five times as great as a pound 
of bagasse. But coal is expensive, 
extremely so, and it is this fact which 
has led to the struggles of inventive 
genius everywhere throughout the sugar 
producing world to raise steam from the 
bagasse alone, and which has resulted in 
the construction of numerous types of 
bagasse burners which, while they may 
not have succeeded in doing away with 
the use of coal entirely, have materially 
curtailed its use, and completely miti- 
gated the bugbear of the bagasse pile 
by burning it up. 

The purchase of coal being then a 
necessity for the present at least, such 
facts concerning it as bear upon its cost, 
its transportation, and its steam 
producing qualities, are of keen interest 
to all oiir planters, and knowing this we 
have considered it advisable to direct 
their attention to the inauguration of an 
enterprise which should have, in the 
ordinary course of events, considerable 
effect on the cost of this fuel and on 
the convenience of its delivery to the 
sugar plantations. We mentioned in 
these columns some time ago that the 
Southern Railway, that great corpora- 
tion which has Mr. J. Pierrepont Mor- 
gan at its head, and unlimited capital at 
its back, had perfected arrangements for 
a coal barge line south from Greenville, 
Miss., the coal to be obtained from the 
Alabama coal fields, and transported by 
rail only the comparatively short distance 
across the State of Mississippi to Green- 
vUle, effecting an immense saving in 
freight rates and giving the coal direct 
water access to all the lower Mississippi 
plantations and those upon the bayous 
as well. This barge line is now an ac- 
complished fact, and it should have a 
material effect upon coal prices by stim- 
ulating the competition between Pitts- 
burg and Alabama coals. The tipple 
erected at Greenville by the Southern 
Railway has a present capacity of about 
1200 tons a day, and the towing facilities 
are practically unlimited, one of the 
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most powerful towboats on the river be- 
ing now engag:ed in the work, and the 
services of as many more as may be 
necessary can be readily secured. 

The consumption of coal on the river 
and tributaries south of Greenville is 
probably in the neighborhood of 1,000,- 
000 tons per annum, and the present out- 
put of the Corona mine, the American 
mine and the Virginia and Alabama mine 
— these three being the only ones so situ- 
ated that they can ship over the South- 
ern Railway's Greenville feeder to ad- 
vantage — is about 800,000 tons a year. 
This output, however, can be enlarged 
to practically any quantity that there is 
a demand for, the mining properties be- 
ing susceptible of enormous develop- 
ment, consisting, as they do. Of some 
26,000 acres of coal lands. 

One feature of the system of trans- 
portation involved which will commend 
itself particularly to the sugar planter 
is that the railroad company gives 
a through bill of lading right from the 
mine to the plantation, covering the 
entire rail and water haul, and they 
appear to have the same confidence in 
their ability to handle the immense 
shipments promptly and safely as they 
would in their ability to carry a barrel 
of sugar into Texas. The river south 
of Greenville is comparatively devoid of 
danger for the tows, and the excellent 
trackage between the mines and the 
Greenville tipple permits of their oper- 
ating immense trains of seventy -five or 
eighty loaded cars with perfect safety. 

There has existed a strong dislike in 
many quarters to Alabama coal, and 
in some instances it appears to have 
been well founded. These mines are 
comparatively new, and when first 
opened their outcroppings were put 
upon the market, and in many in- 
stance gave disastrous results. Again 
it has been unfortunately the case 
that dealers in this coal have com- 
mitted the error of overselling them- 
selves, and have, in their extremity de- 
livered coal of a grade inferior to what 
they promised. These are not irre- 
mediable faults and a determined effort 
is being made to live them down. The 
mines are now well developed and the 
absurdity of killing the goose which laid 
the golden egg is dawning upon the 
eager dealers. . So far as our planters 
are concerned they are interested only 
in getting good coal and getting it 



cheap. There is no sentiment in the 
matter. The coal companies of Ala- 
bama have now secured reliable and cheap 
transportation; they are turning out 
first-class coal, and Louisiana is reaping 
the benefit of it in a cheap and excellent 
supply for its great sugar factories, and 
the city of New Orleans will likewise be 
benefited by this more certain and cheap 
coal supply, and will soon become the 
great manufacturing city that her loca- 
tion, climate and resources have long 
foretold. 



The Louisiana Cane Crop. 

Some portions of the sugar district 
have been visited during the past week 
by local showers, but the visitations of 
this character have not been sufficiently 
widespread to stop the cry for moisture 
that is going up from the planting com- 
munity in general. A great deal of 
cane is badly in need of rain, and should 
none be had in the near future its 
chances for healthy development will be 
imperiled. May has so far been very 
near a record breaker in the matter of 
drought, but thorough cultivation has 
done much to mitigate the situation and 
everything is in proper condition to 
reap the full benefit of the showers 
which can now be reasonably expected 
to fall at any time. 



Molasses as Stock Feed. 

With the advent of warm weather 
many Louisiana sugar houses will begin 
to turn out their low grade or wagon 
sugars, and will have, of course, a large 
supply of molasses on hand. To sell 
this molasses at current prices seems 
almost criminal when we consider its 
high value as stock food. Horses, 
mules, cattle and hogs are fond of it, 
and will quickly fatten on it. Pound 
for pound, mdlasses is worth neaWy as 
much as corn for fattening stock, and 
to sell it at about one-tenth of the price 
of corn, as has been so largely done, 
does seem a criminal waste of a valuable 
foodstuff. Mules will consume ten 
pounds of molasses per day right 
along, and will fatten on it. They 
will, of course, need nitrogenous 
food to make up the deficiency of 
molasses in this respect and oats is 
the foodstuff par excellence to go with 
molasses. The common prices of mo- 
lasses taken in tank cars on the planta- 
tions is 1 cent per gallon. Corn in 



Louisiana is worth say 42 cents per 
bushel or % cent per pound. Valuing 
molasses as a foodstuff at the same 
price per pound would make it worth 
9 cents per gallon, and the hundreds of 
thousands of gallons of molasses that 
are sent to Europe as stock feed are 
bought by the farmers there on about 
that basis. Has not it a similar value 
to our farmers and planters! The actual 
knowledge of this value is all that is 
needed to quickly double, triple or even 
quadruple the value of molasses on the 
sugar plantations of Louisiana. 

A curious verification of the value of 
molasses as a fattening food and one of 
the incidental dangers of the use of 
such an exclusively fattening food are 
brought out in the subjoined clipping 
from Hoard* s Dairyman y on some cattle 
feeding experiments made at the Iowa 
Agricultural Experiment Station. It is 
generally said that when hogs are very 
fat they won't breed well, and in our ex- 
perience we are inclined to the belief 
that molasses has brought about this 
result with thoroughbred hogs in Louis- 
iana. Such results have not followed 
the liberal use of molasses in feeding 
milk cows and thoroughbred bulls, al- 
though, as will be seen in the article 
quoted from Hoard^s Dairyman^ Eng- 
lish breeders consider molasses bad 
for service bulls. 

Be all this as it may, the fact remains 
that molasses is a first-class fattening 
food, and instead of throwing it away 
or giving it away at a cent a gallon, as 
is now done in Louisiana, it should be 
used to make the mules, horses and 
hogs fat. It will do all this. 

Hoard* 8 Dairyman says : 

The Iowa Experiment Station has been 
making a series of very interesting ex- 
periments on calf-raislnff. These experi- 
ments have been mainly directed to the 
study of additional foods to l>e ased in con- 
nection with sldm milk. So far the exper- 
iments would seem to indicate that either oat 
meal, or a mixture of corn meal and flax seed, 
even com meal alone, ffave better results, in 
promoting growth simply, than oil meal. It 
is stated that cream is a highly carbonaceous 
substance, and that it is reasonable to suppose 
that it would be best replaced by a carbona- 
ceous feed like com meal rather than by a 
highly nitrogenous feed like oil meal. 

There is one important point, however, 
which the Iowa experiment does not sufficiently 
cover. In the raising of heifers for the spe- 
cific purpose of developing them into the best 
dairy cows possible, the kind of food they eat, 
and its tendencies, becomes a very important 
consideration. A constant guard must be had 
against feeding food that is too carbonaceous, 
having a tendency to promote too great a de- 
posit of fat. What we are after in such a 
htiifer is to develop organs of maternity as 
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nrach as possible. For this reason we need a 
more nitro^nons food than com meal. The 
future cow is either made or spoiled very much 
In the first year of the heifer ^s growth. It is 
very much better for her future as a mother 
that in this period she is rather under than 
over fed. The effect of food highly carbona- 
ceous on the genital and maternal organs 
should be more thoroughly studied. 

To illustrate : It is a fact, well known among 
English breeders, that the feeding of molasses, 
which is almost pure carbon, to an ugly bull 
will, if continued long enough, have nearly 
the elfect of castration. It will destroy the 
power of reproduction, and make him fat 
and sluggish. If the female be fed in the 
same way, it will have the same effect to a 
greater or less degree, in proportion as the 
a&iry temperament Is strong or weak. 

Several years ago it was noticed by the 
owners of Clydesdale and English sire stal- 
lions that where barley and molasses was fed 
to them to make them fat and sleek, it had 
two disastrous effects: (1) Loss of power as 
a foal getter. (2) In case their colts were 
t>orn, they showed a serious lack of vitality 
when dropped. 

So marked is this effect of carbonaceous 
foods upon the breeding function, that many 
wise breeders of dairy cattle refuse to fit tkeir 
animals for the show ring, because of the in- 
juiy in this respect that comes to both male 
and female from high conditioning. 

We have made repeated experiments with 
com meal upon cows of various grades of 
dairy temperament to note what its effect 
would be. With cows of a low dairy temper- 
ament, by which we mean where the flesh- 
making tendency was rather strong, it proved 
very easy by feeding corn meal somewhat 
heavily to nearly drive them off, while at the 
flame time they would grow fat. With cows in 
which the dairy or milk-giving temperament 
had been strongly established oy both breed- 
ing and right feeding, this effect of too heavy 
feeding of carbonaceous food was well re- 
sisted. 

The illustrations we have given will serve to 
show the necessity of ** bringing up a heifer in 
the way she should go," because of the great 
difference in the effect of foods on the organs 
of maternity. For this reason we prefer the 
use of ground flax seed meal rather than com 
meal to be added to the skim milk. In this 
connection it should also be remembered that 
the butter fat in the milk is not like any other 
fat in its effect on the growth of the young. 
Its effect on the nervous system is unlike that 
of any other fat, and all maternal functions 
are based particularly on the nervous system. 
For this reason, when we extract tTbe butter fat 
from milk, we should supply the dairy-bred 
calves with a nervous supporting substitute as 
much as possible, and in every way promote 
a strong development of nerve power, for on 
this basi^ must we build the future dairy cow 
and sire. 



Sus:ar Producer's Scare — ^Acquisition 
or Annexation. 

Westpobt Point, Mass., May 20 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: There appears to 
be a general misgiving among our producers 
of sugar in regard to the effect of the war 
with Spain upon the home production of 
sugar; this in anticipation of our success 
and consequent occupation of Cuba, Porto 
Bico and Philippine Islands, all cane sugar 
producing countries. Sugar producers con- 
cede that we will annex Hawaii also. This 
government has no intention of annexing 
Cuba, but if Cuba be included, and the 
entire sugar product of the countries named 
becomes ours, by acquisition or by annexation, 
we have nothing to fear beyond healthy 



competition; whereas, the beet suga producers 
of Europe would in such event loser this 
market and open to us the trade. 

Reducing pounds to tons of 2240 pounds, 
we flnd, from official statistics, as fol- 
lows : In the year ended June 30, 1894, Cuba 
and Porto Rico sent us 983,474 tons of sugar, 
or above the average annual quantity exported 
to us. In the last fiscal year we received 
296,606 tons of sugar from Cuba and Porto 
Rico. We received from the Philippines in 
the year ended June 30, 1896, 64,776 tons of 
sugar — her largest shipment to us. Last year 
only 32,500 tons of sugar came here from those 
islands. Hawaii sent us 192,547 tons of sugar 
in the year ended June 30, 1897. Taking the 
highest figures of these imports of sugar for 
one year as above, we received from all the 
countries named a total of 1,240,767 tons of 
sugar, while Germany sent us in the last fiscal 
year named 711,756 tons of beet sugar, and 
other European countries added 198,329 tons, 
in all 910,085 tons of beet sugar from Europe, 
and the quantity of beet sugar exports to this 
country annually increases, while the quantity 
of cane sugar rapidly decreases, a condition 
more dangerous to our sugar producers than 
exists elsewhere. 

England takes most of the sugar product of 
the Philippines, her imports from there being 
in 1896, 345,691 tons of sugar, against 64,766 
tons sent to us in that year from the Philippine 
Islands. Leaving out Cuba, because this nation 
has declared that it will free Cuba from the 
Spanish yoke for the benefit of Cubans only, 
there remains the small quantity of sugar 
likely to reach us from the Philippines, not to 
exceed an average of 60,000 tons per annum, 
and an average of not more than 200,000 tons 
of sugar per annum from Hawaii, in all some 
270,000 tons of sugar from countries in the 
Pacific affecting us, as against over 900,000 
tons of European beet sugar with which we were 
loaded last year, which quantity increases 
year by year. It is true that the Philippine 
Islands produce about 500,000 tons of sugar per 
annum at their best; so much the better for us 
if we retain the islands, as England will gladly 
buy four-fifths or the whole of it. In fact, the 
scare is practically reduced to Hawaiian sugars, 
of whieh the production is limited and not 
likely to exceed its present production to any 
material extent, while our capacity for produc- 
ing beet sugar Is equal to the present produc- 
tion of Europe, to say the least. 

American sugar producers, are borrowing 
trouble only to perceive or imagine impending 
ruin to our sugar industries, which there is no 
reason to apprehend under existing conditions 
or any conditions likely to come about. It has 
been said that ^^ the sugar trust brought about 
this war for their benefit in order to get raw 
sugar cheap,''— bosh, it has been said that ^^ if 
we annex Cuba, that island with American en- 
terprise can produce sugar enough to supply 
the ^world." Well, that won't happen. The 
fact is this country consumed in the year 
ended June 30, 1897, 2,387,237 tons of imported 
sugars and 330,356 tons of domestic sugar, a 
total of 2,717,593 tons or 6,087,418,381 pounds, 
83.75 pounds per capita. Home producers 
have ability, capital, energy and skill enough 



to get a lion's share of this vast sugar producing 
industry, an^ need not fear either Hawaiian or 
Philippine Islands as competitors, but should 
beware of the fioods of European bounty-fed 
sugars that are rushed to this country, far more 
to their hurt. Hkmry A. Bkoww. 

Our correspondent places the annual 
sugar production of the Philippines at a 
higher figure than any we now recall. 
He assumes the continuance of the Eng- 
lish demand for Manila sugars even if 
the Philippines become an American 
dependency. This English demand can 
hardly continue, as the sugar producers 
of the Philippines will be certain to de- 
mand equally favorable relations with 
the United States as are now given 
Hawaii. 

Under our tariff system duties on 
sugar are almost sure to be maintained 
for many years to come, and it i& 
equally certain that if we acquire Porto 
Rico, the Philippines and Hawaii, the 
sugar from all of them will come in free. 
Add to these a reciprocity treaty with 
free Cukm and we shall have enough 
free sugar, as soon as Cuba recovers 
herself, to supply our whole sugar con- 
sumption. 

The future of sugar production in the 
United States is certainly much endan- 
gered by the present war, Mr. Brown to 
the contrary, notwithstanding. — Editor 
Louisiana Planter. 



Mr. T. H. Roger, one of the leading sugar 
planters of the Lafourcbe country, was a re- 
cent visitor to New Orleans. He registered at 
the Commercial Hotel. 

Mr. W. E. Howell and Master W. E. How- 
ell, Jr., of Lafourche, were guests o* the 
St. Charles on Saturday last. 

Mr. B. J. Morey, of Patterson, was a guest 
of the Commercial on Tuesday. 

Mr. C. L. Bougere, of LaPlace, La., was In 
the city on a visit a few days ago, and put up 
at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. John LeBlanc was the sugar boiler at 
Oak Bluff plantation of Mr. H. C. Rose dur- 
ing the past campaign, and proved himself a 
skilful and steady man. One who understands 
his business as well as Mr. LeBlanc can always 
get a good crop. 

The assistant superintendent at the Adeline 
sugar factory of Messrs. Oxnard & Sprague, 
during the recent campaign, was Mr. Harry 
Rollins, who is very well known in the sugar- 
planting community. Mr. Rollins was a num- 
ber of years with the American Sugar Refining 
Company, and was also connected with the 
immense Caffery plant at Franklin, and with 
the sugar refinery of Messrs. Cunningham & 
Miller at Sugar Land, Texas. He has the rep- 
utation of being a thoroughly posted man 
on everything relating to sugar manufacture 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Correspondence. | 

Editor Louisiana Planter: In some localities 
the drought has been relieved by showers dur- 
ing the past weekf'but in more places it hasnH. 
The favored spots rejoice, while the rest of us 
are not only still In the dumps, but more so 
than ever, because every day added to the 
record of drought augments the injury and 
discomfort resultant from the visitation and 
seems to decrease the prospect for a prolific 
ftnd profitable crop season for the year of our 
Lord 189S. A gentleman who has been prom- 
inently connected with the sugar interest from 
boyhood discussed the outlook with your cor- 
respondent yesterday and made the consoling 
assertion that it was much better for the cane 
that May should have been a dry rather than a 
wet month. He claimed that the record of 
Louisiana crops will show that the largest and 
best results have been attained in years when 
there was comparatively little rain during the 
month of May, and according to his opinion 
and observation all that will be necessary to 
relieve the present situation effectively and 
obliterate the deleterious effects of the dry 
spell will be occasional showers during June. 

News of rainfalls reaches us this morning 
from almost every direction, excepting the 
upper part of the parish along the river, and 
to hear John Tucker and Brother Percy talk of 
the persistence with which their section is 
neglected by the weather bureau, one might 
suppose they believed themselves to have been 
selected as special objects of official if not 
divine wrath. 

Hermitage plantation got more than a fair 
share of Wednesday afternoon's meteorological 
demonstration, a bolt of lightning having 
killed two mules and stunned the two negro 
drivers. The latter are said not to have 
been seriously injured. 

One of the compensations of the drought is 
that while the growth of cane and corn is re- 
tarded that of the grass and weeds has been 
held back in like ratio, and the facilities 
Afforded for continuous cultivation have en- 
abled our field marshals and their troops to 
keep the crops free from all kinds of agricult- 
ural fungi. When the rains do come, there- 
fore, the useful products of the soil will have a 
great advantage over the other kinds in the 
start attained for the race toward fruition. 

The temperature has become quite seasona- 
ble, the range of the mercury during the past 
week having been from 57 to 93 deg. above 
zero. As for the river, its condition no longer 
excites interest outside of navigation circles, 
the water having declined to scarcely more 
than a bank-full stage, and no further appre- 
hension of damage or danger to the levees be- 
ing entertained. The reading of Observer 
Park's gauge at the Donaldsonville wharf this 
morning indicates a stage of 24.7 feet above 
extreme low-water mark, a decline of 3.3 feet 
from the highest point reached this season. 
The new and enlarged levees in this pansh 
have suffered greatly from erosion during the I 
high water period now coming to a close, and / 



the levee boards will find it necessary to ex- 
pend considerable sums of money in repairing 
the damage and putting the embankments in 
proper trim to meet the next season's fiood. 
Levee maintenance is about on a par with 
sugar house Improvement in respect to the 
constant expense and labor required to "keep 
up with the procession" and insure the efticacy 
of the work for which the respective enter- 
prises are prosecuted. 

Pending the lull in field work resulting from 
the long dry spell many of our planters, man- 
agers and other attaches of plantation in- 
terests are putting in some of their spare time 
preparing for more eflicient service in case of 
a Spanish invasion by popping at blue rocks on 
the gun club fields. The competition for the 
three gold medals offered by Dr. W. P. Miles, 
president of theBurnside Gun Club, goes mer- 
rily on, with genial Sam. J. Boote, manager of 
Clark plantation, leading class A by the skin of 
his teeth. Dr. J. T. Bringier and Mr. J. F. Sax- 
ton nip-and-tuck for the first place in class B, 
and Messrs. Arthur Morgan and Armand Belle 
side by side in the race for the class C trophy. 
The competition will continue until the latter 
part of June. Saturday afternoon there will 
be a general reunion and open- to-all competi- 
tion of local shooters on the grounds of the 
Donaldsonville Club at Darrow, and on the 
following day a similar meet will take place 
at the St. Gabriel Gun Club's grounds in Iber- 
ville parish. 

If folly was a claybird she would be shot 
before she could fly a mile in Iberville or 

Ascension. 



Iberville. 



[Special Correspondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Excepting a fine 
shower two miles above Plaquemine on the 
22d inst., we have had no rain since last re- 
port. Corn, in some places, is apparently 
burning up, and in others the cane is looking 
sick. Work in the field, however, continues. 
In fact, this is the only salvation for the cane 
during a drought. Some planters have been 
over their crops the fourth time since they have 
had rain. The dust is very disagreeable,but as 
clouds have threatened us with rain, all are 
hoping it will soon fall. 

At the Union plantation of Hon. Andrew H. 
Gay, one mile above Plaquemine, the cane is 
growing, but there, as elsewhere, rain is badly 
needed. 

Manager Daniel H. Walsh says he has 
worked most of his crop three times, and is 
now making his fourth round since he had rain. 
Union is determined to keep pace with the 
spirit of progress that has taken hold of the 
sugar section. A six-foot crusher, built by the 
Birmingham people, will be put in front of 
its six-roller mill. The old clarifiers will be 
replaced by a new and larger set, a new and 
improved bagasse burner added, and the 
"Unio>i Oeotral/' on which runs the fleet little 
loeotxi five '^Lodiska," will have its track 
^®^i^tK d ^^^ ^^^^' ^^^^^"* ^^® additions 
°^^^f » A ^1>^^^' ^® Union factory was con 
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Works, and the Lillie triple effects, and it will 
now be without a superior. 

The new mill for Mr. Rudolph G. Comeaux' 
Mayflower plantation has arrived and will be 
duly installed under the supervision of Messrs. 
Gibbens & Stream, of New Orleans. 

Mr. Ben. C. LeBlanc, of Plaquemine, has 
lately returned from a successful trip to the 
Teche, where he placed five of the LeBlanc & 
Nadler cane transfers. 

Mr. Lenf roid Landry, of Bayou Goula, the 
successful manager of Messrs. Landry & Dugas' 
Nottoway plantation, says Nottoway's crop is 
all right. Last year on 600 acres in cultivation 
Nottoway made 1,250,000 pounds of sugar and 
660 barrels of com, and this result will be 
equaled if not surpassed during the present 
year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Tircuit, of St. James 
parish, are on a visit to their son, Mr. Thomas 
Tircuit, of Irion plantation near Plaquemine. 
Mr. Tircuit was formerly a citizen of Iberville 
and one of her best managers, and is at present 
a successful sugar planter in his adopted home. 

A majority of the'planterg of the parish were 
at Plaquemine last Saturday and Sunday to 
witness the opening of a new race track course. 
No one loves a fine horse or a good race better 
than the sugar planter. In Iberville there are 
a number of fine blooded animals, and we hope 
that a little friendly competition will improve 
them and increase their number. 

Sheriff Andrew A. Brown has advertised for 
sale, on June 18, all properly in this parish on 
which taxes for last year have not been paid. 
We are glad to note that outside of swamp 
land, which the State under its arbitrary sys- 
tem of assessment and taxation confiscates, 
there are few delinquents, and not a sugar 
planter's or farmer's name is on the list. 

Iberville. 



West Baton Rous:e. 

[Special Correspondence.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The drought that 
has prevailed here since April 19 continues 
without intermission. Several times during 
the past week the clouds have gathered and 
promised rain, but nothing more tangible than 
a light sprinkle has been realized, Bruly 
landing, in the south end of the parish, being 
the recipient of the aforesaid sprinkle. 
Further down, in the Levert-Lefebvre neigh- 
borhood, a fair rain is said to have fallen last 
Monday evening, but elsewhere throughout 
the parish the conditions remain unchanged. 
Under these circumstances it can well be im- 
agined that the crops are suffering, more in 
some spots than in others, as is usually the 
case. Some spring plant in black land is be- 
ginning to look ''sick." The lower leaves are 
turning yellow and apparently dying. On 
some plantations, where there is little or no 
black land, the cane, while somewhat dwarfed, 
has held up remarkably well and is quite 
promising. Indeed, it can be said that the 
''stand," taken as a whole, is good, although, 
of course, every planter has some "gappy" 
cane. Cotton, being a dry weather plant, is 
bearing up very nicely under the circum- 
stances, but com is in a bad way. The com- 
plaint is general that it is exceedingly difiicult 



^^ / 



Dinitizf^d hv 



Google 



342 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 22. 



to get a ^*8tand/^ Summing up the situation, 
there can be no question about the fact that 
unless rain falls soon the crops will be seri- 
ously injured. As it is, the planters will be 
exceedingly late in ** laying by." 

Despite these unfavorable conditions numer- 
ous improvements will be placed in several of 
the large factories here. At Homestead an 
8-foot standard double effect, with Deane 
pumps to operate same, will be put in. The 
6z6-inch pan now at Katherine will be trans- 
ferred to Homestead. 

Mr. Geo. Hill is now putting in at his 
Katherine plantation one 8 -foot standard 
double effect with Deane pumps. 

At Orange Grove, Mr. David Devall is plac- 
ing one 7-foot standard double effect, as also a 
vacuum pan 9 feet in diameter, both to have 
Deane pumps. 

At Smithfield there is now being placed a 
9-foot double effect, in addition to a bagasse 
burner outfit for four seventy-two by twenty 
tabular boilers. All of this machinery has 
been sold or contracted for through Mr. G. D. 
Von Phul, representing Haubtman & Loeb, of 
New Orleans. 

Cinclare central refinery was the scene last 
Saturday of an interesting event, the occasion 
being a ^^ fiag raising '^ at that splendid fac- 
tory. "Old Glory" was raised amidst the 
booming of cannon, the strains of music and 
the wild cheers of hundreds of spectators, who 
had been invited to participate in the festivities 
incident to the occasion. Patriotic speeches 
were made by Messrs. J. £. LeBlanc and 
Auguste Levert, after which a splendid ban- 
quet was served. A dance for the young folks 
terminated this delightful affair. 

I understand that Mr. J. B. Churchill, of 
Pointe Coupee, is placing improvements in his 
Alma plantation. 

In my next I hope to be abl^ to report that a 
root- soaking rain has fallen in 

West Baton Bouqe. 



Terrebonne. 



LSpecIal Correspoodenoe.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: After an absence 
of rainfall of any moment for nearly four 
weeks local showers have fallen in the parish 
enough to moisten friable earth several inches 
in some places, which will prove of benefit to 
growing crops; but a repetition of such 
showers would be welcomed. Showers such 
as fell in the vicinity of town were such as to 
stimulate rapid germination of grass and weed 
seeds, and their quick growth if not extermin- 
ated at an early date. Although the crops 
have been somewhat retarded by a want of 
moisture, yet the lands are in infinitely better 
condition and the canes as large and of better 
color than would have been the case had there 
been an excess of rainfall for the same length 
of time. An examination of plant cane and 
stubble shows that where not up, suckers have 
started at the base of the sprouts of each, and 
the latter are developing roots beyond the bar. 
The ratoons in many fields are in a condition 
to receive enough earth to sufiice for a laying- 
by working should excessive rains preclude the 
possibility of giving the fields another plough- 
ing. 



Although somewhat small, quantities of land 
have been seeded with pease, and the corn 
given the laying<%by working; on some places 
the soil is somewhat cloddy to insure a fine 
growth of pea vines. 

But for the want of sufficient moisture, the 
weather has been very favorable for field work, 
and in consequence the operations on the dif- 
ferent plantations are well advanced. 

On most places the acreage in cane exceeds 
two-thirds of the area under cultivation, and 
for some weeks the feed bill for oats, and in 
some instances hay, will be quite large, to be 
paid for with sugar made from immature canes 
cut early in the campaign, from which but 
little or no profit is realized. If the basins 
between the bayous in this parish were given 
tide level drainage by cutting canals of ade- 
quate capacity, large areas could be reclaimed 
and put in cultivation, and forage crops could 
be grown in abundance, thereby obviating the 
heavy outlay for stock feed. With capital 
and a growing confidence in cane sugar, the 
work will be performed, and at less cost per 
acre than many suppose. 

Recently some large mill rolls arrived in 
town en route to the lower Terrebonne refinery 
of Messrs. Bush & Maginnis. Mr. Thos. 
Shaffer, of Honduras, having* purchased a 
more powerful milling plant, recently dis- 
posed of one of the mills used during the last 
campaign to Mr. C. A. Buford, of Forest 
Grove, on the Bayou Chacahoula. 

Wednesday of last week there was a light 
fog in the morning, after which bright before 
noon and cloudy in the evening; Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday warm, partially cloudy, 
with strong south winds ; Sunday, light local 
showers; Monday, misty in the morning, with 
heavier local showers; Tuesday, partly cloudy, 
very warm, and Wednesday, misty, with a 
heavy dew in the morning. 

The official weekly weather report from 
Schriever is as follows : 

Temperature. Sunahlne. Rainfall. 

May 16 92 61 100 

" 17 98 63 100 

*' 18 90 63 100 

" 19 90 71 100 

" 20 91 72 100 

»' 21 92 69 100 

'' 22 93 66 100 
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Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 



[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather con- 
tinues very dry and dusty, and from present 
indications several more days of this weather 
is yet before us. There has not been rain 
enough in this parish to lay the dust since the 
first of April. The entire surface of the ground 
is as dry as powder and all vegetation is suffer- 
ing very perceptibly from the effects of the 
same;cane, however, is standing the drought 
remarkably well. The general crop conditions 
are very much behind those of even date last 
year notwithstanding the drought that was 
prevailing throughout the parish at that time. 
A better f tand of cane is enjoyed this year than 
last, though several of our farmers complain 



of defective stands in plant cane caused by 
lack of proper precaution being taken in plant- 
ing. Com, cotton and rice are backward gen- 
erally. Farm work is at a standstill and will 
remain so until rain moistens the ground. 

The Hope Mill plantation, l>elonglng to the 
estate of H. H. Bartells, was sold at succession 
sale the 2l8l inst., and was purchased by Mr. 
Isaac Wise, of New Orleans, for $21,160 cash. 
This place Is located twelve miles south of 
Abbeville on the Vermilion river and is one of 
the finest sugar plantations In the parish. The 
purchaser proposes to fit the place out in first- 
class tr\m, which will, make a site second to 
none in this section for a central sugar re- 
finery. There is now on the place over 100 
acres of good cane which will be put up for 
seed to be planted on the plaoe next year. 

The Hall-Slutz Irrigating Company are pro- 
gressing very nicely with their large canal on 
lower Vermilion, and will be ready in a few 
days for their immense pumps. Tliey will 
not, however, be ready to irrigate their rice 
before the 15th of June. - 

Mr. J. Henry Putnam is having a fresh coat 
of paint put on the Bose Hill refinery build- 
ings, which gives everything a new and at- 
tractive appearance around the plant. 

Mr. Gus. Godchaux, a prominent business 
man of this parish, is attending to business in 
New Orleans this week. 

Mr. W. M. Ratcliff, of Crowley, is in Abbe- 
ville at present. Mr. Ratcliff is the special 
agent for the McCormick Harvester Company, 
with headquarters at Crowley, and is also 
largely Interested in the rice industry of that 
section. He reports the Acadia crop as being 
well advanced, with prospects bright. 

Mr. Ben. £. Black, a prominent harvester 
and rice man of Crowley, is in Abbeville on 
business. 

Mr. E. N. Stebbins, a prominent sugar plan- 
ter and lumber dealer of this plaoe, left Mon- 
day for Pickens, Miss., for a short stay. 

Senator S. P. Watts returned home from his 
duties at Baton Rouge for a couple days to 
attend to business before the Seventeenth Ju- 
dicial District Court, which Is in session here 
now. P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Ckirrespondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The blessings 
which come with a rain are never more fully 
appreciated than when it has been dry for a 
long while. Such is the case here to-day ; the 
rain which fell in light showers over the coun- 
try on the 22d inst. was the cause of much good 
—by laying the clouds of dust, refreshing the 
dry soil and growing plants. While the rain 
did not penetrate the hot, dry soil to any great 
depth, it was, however, the means of doing a 
vast amount of good. In looking over the 
broad fields planted to cane and cotton, I find 
a marked change in the look and appearance 
of these crops. 

Corn crops have no doubt suffered more 
from the late spell of dry weather than either 
cane or cotton. 

It is well to note here that com planted on a 
poor soil, wanting in drainage and cultivation, 
has small prospects for growing a stalk, much 
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less an ear of corn, wbich is sometimes charged 
to ProTidence, but I think if charged at all it 
shoald be to the improvidence and want of 
energy to stir and feed the soil to sostain plant 
life. 

The cane growers have not to date been 
making much fass about rains, but an 
occasional shower would have been beneficial 
to their growing crops. 

The majority of them, knowing their 
fields to be in a fine state of cultivation and 
finding that the young canes were growing and 
at the same time penetrating the mellow soil 
with roots, were not worried. 

The Planter's scribe received a letter a 
day past from a friend, living at Meeker P. 0., 
brimful of cheering news relative to the 
prospects thereof growing crops of cane, corn, 
and cotton. 

Cane in the vicinity of Meeker is said to be 
very promising. The want of rain was begin- 
ning to be felt, but not seriously so. 

It is learned that the farmers in the neigh- 
borhood of the growing little city of Thoda 
have made a fine showing in field work at the 
present time, corn, cotlon, and cane giving 
promise of a bountiful harvest for this coming 
fall. 

Having no disposition to boast of prospects 
nor of the finest body of cane lands that a 
crow ever fiew over, I must say that with the 
indications as to-day presented and with any- 
thing like a fair season, the planters living in 
this and the adjoining parish will reap the 
greatest tonnage of cane known for some 
years. 

In conversation with a farmer no later than 
yesterday from St. Landry, I learned that the 
crops in his locality were equal to the best. 
Some of the old first planted com might be 
suffering for want of rain, but the later plant- 
ing was very promising. Cotton and corn were 
looidng well and growing. Speaking further 
in regard to cane .our farmer friend said: 
** The stand of cane this year is the best I ever 
saw,^' and suc'i it is on every place planted to 
cane in this country. In closing it is just to 
say that nearly every one has a fine garden 
full to overfiowlng with rich, fancy vegetables. 

Erin. 



5t. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Notwithstanding 
the predictions of some foretellers that rain 
was yet far away, on Wednesday afternoon, 
after experiencing one of the warmest morn- 
ings of the season, the sun was hidden by 
large black clouds, a heavy wind arose, and 
one of the most welcome rains of the season, 
accompanied by a loud thunder-storm, visited 
our vicinity, falling somewhat heavily for 
over an hour and a half. One could almost 
see every planter smiling as he watched the 
shower^s course as It crossed the parched fields 
and watered the dry lands. The canes seem 
to have revived through this great blessing; 
the trees along the roads, which had been so 
often covered by the continual uprising of the 
dust, seem as if coming from a good bath, and 
have resumed once more their natural verdant 
color. With these warm, sunny days, the plan- 



ters hope that the crops will retrieve what- 
ever harm could have been caused by the long 
drought which is now over. Active work will 
be continued with more vigor. The com crops 
present a very pleasant aspect now, and the 
results from this crop are expected to be very 
satisfactory. The principal thing now going 
on on the different plantations is the planting 
of the pea crop, which on some places is 
already well advanced. 

The rice crops are in general very good, and 
almost all the crops have sprouted and are 
doing well. The planters who were already 
planning to put up pumpg on account of the 
receding river are glad to hear of the steady 
rise which Is now being felt up the Mississippi, 
and hope to have very little pumping to do, If 
any at all. 

We understand that the Hester plantation, of 
the Gramercy Company, ranks high among 
those who have a magnificent crop. It could 
hardly be otherwise, for good lands being 
cultivated under the able management of Mr. 
R. Morgan, a reputable overseer, assisted by 
the popular Mr. Joseph Domier, of Convent, 
could not but produce the best. Mr. Morgan 
has been on the place but one year, and his 
first crop on the Hester proving thus profitable 
will certainly add some other laurels to his 
already large crown of success as a good man- 
ager. 

On Saturday, two weeks ago, Mr. Louis J. 
Folse sold his interest of one-half in the Fe- 
licity plantation, of lower St. James, to Mr. 
J. W. Ross, the former manager of the Hester 
plantation, for the sum of $25,000. Nothing 
definite has been heard as to what Mr. Folse 
expects to do, but it is supposed that he will 
purchase another plantation at the first good 
opportunity which may present itself. Mr. 
Raphael J. Folse, his popular and well-known 
son, has secured the position of manager on 
the Felicity place. Convent. 



Trade Notes. 



The Pneumatic Engineering Company.— 

This concern, having its headquarters at 100 
Broadway, New York, is becoming very well 
known to our sugar planters, and bids fair to 
be even better known in the near future. Its 
pumping system of the '* pneumatic" variety, 
as indicated by its name, seems to be meeting 
with great favor, and apparently has a great 
many strong points in the way of economy 
and effectiveness to recommend It. There are 
a multiplicity of situations to which the ap- 
paratus made by them can be applied, and 
they already have an outfit installed and in 
operation on the Rldgetield place of Mr. F. 
W. Nicholls, near Thlbodaux, and an Inspec- 
tion of the apparatus there, or a conversation 
with Mr. Nicholls, who is well known to all 
our planters as a careful, enterprising and 
practical member of the fraternity, will throw 
a better light on the advantages of the com- 
pressed air system of pumping than can be 
conveyed In the limited space now at our dis- 
posal. Mr. E. L. Mills, representing the 
Pneumatic Engineering Company and the 
Rand T>ri\\ Company, is at present In the city, 
and is loc^i^^ at the office of the local agente 

of theS^ ^'— «— TT«.,K*«,-« ^ Tv^^K 



Messrs. Haubtman & Loeb, 



Gravier and S. Peters streets, New Orleans, 
where he will be glad to explain and eluci- 
date everything in connection with compressed 
air and the wonderful effeetlveness with which 
it can be utilized. 

Drackett & Slmms' Cane Slings.-— It is 

manifest that the bulk of the cane crop of 
Louisiana will soon be transported in railway 
cars or in boxes to great central factories near 
or remote. This has led one inventive engi- 
neer to develop a number of cane slings that 
will encircle a cart or wagon load of cane, bd 
It one ton or three tons In weight, and hold It 
In compact shape for transfer to cars or boats 
by any of the excellent cane hoists or trans-* 
fers now offered. 

Among the cane slings that have been per^ 
fected,the rope slings made by Messrs. Drackett 
& Slmms, and advertised in this journal < 
stand out as probably the very best thus far 
introduced for transferring cane from wagond 
or carts to boats and from boats back again td 
cars. 

Mr. Drackett is a practical engineer and 
from his long experience in engineering de- 
vices developed the idea of a jamming pawl 
attached to cane sling hooks, that two years^ 
actual work in the field have now proven un- 
qualifiedly successful. With thirty-two feet 
of three-quarter inch rope and these hookd 
cart loads of cane of 1>^ to 2 tons can be 
handled from cart to boats, kept solidly to- 
gether in the boats and then lifted out of the 
boats on to carts or cars again without drop- 
ping a single cane. The writer saw this done 
in a large way last season and bossed the job 
for hours. 

The excellence and success of Mr. Drackett^s 
hook and pawl have led him to invent a dump- 
ing hook. He first tried this last season, but 
found the hooks as then made too light for the 
work to be done. This experience has led him 
to the perfecting of the dumping hook, and he 
has removed all the difficulties that interfered 
with its success last season, and he claims 
now that his device is a practical success* 
The trigger device is Improved, the parts of 
the hook that broke have been strengthened 
and remodeled, and we believe with him that 
he has removed the difficulties that interfered 
with the success of his dumping hook last sea- 
son. 

The hook is made much stronger and adapt- 
ed to a one-inch rope, and will readily lift and 
retain loads of as much as three tons of cane 
and dump the cane Into carts or cars as may 
be needed. 

The hooks are made of malleable iron, care- 
fully annealed, are tested, and as strong as 
wrought iron forglngs. An Immense number 
of them win be used this season. Those de- 
siring these hooks should make preliminary 
arrangements at least for them at once, as the 
demand for them last year was so great it 
could not be supplied in the autumn months. 
The advertisement of Messrs. Drackett & 
Slmms will be found elsewhere in this issue. 



Hon. Andrew H. Gay, of Iberville parish, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago, and 
put up at the St. Charles Hotel. 
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KOREIQN LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Berlin, May 7, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: April, as is known 
to [everybody, is famous for inconstancy of 
weather, and therefore this month has grown 
to be a synonym for variability. This year, 
however, April distinguished Itself by very un- 
varlable weather, namely, bad, and so did it to 
the bitter end. At the close of last week there 
has been a semblance of an improvement, but 
this, to tell the truth, had not outlived that 
period, for before it ended a downpour of rain 
set in, and ushered in also the present week 
under review. This was on the 30th of April, 
and as a matter of course fears were enter- 
tained that the month of bliss would follow in 
the bad ways of its predecessor. This, how- 
ever, and most fortunately, has not been the 
case. On Sunday, the Isl of May, the sky 
cleared up, the temperature rose, and the fol- 
lowing days were sunny, dry, and even 
warmer than expected here at this time of the 
year. This untimely heat has not lasted very 
long, for, in consequence of it, heavy thunder 
Storms set in, which again cooled down the 
atmospheric temperature, which, nearly up to 
the close, remained mild and dry, only just at 
the last a short but torrential rain came down. 
These meteorological circumstances have been 
distinctly favorable to all kinds of vegetation, 
which in these latter days has made quite a 
wonderful progress. In these " all kinds of 
vegetation "" the beets come in for a very small 
share, as the bulk of them is either only just 
sown, or they are not sown at all yet. On the 
other hand, the long delayed field work has been 
vigorously pushed, and there is no doubt that 
the sowings, although late, are taking place 
now under favorable conditions. Outside of 
Germany the sowings are either ended or at 
least further advanced than In Qermany, and In 
this even Russia makes no exception, as there 
the work of so wing is done to about three-quar- 
ters of the whole, which by no means can be 
said of Germany. 

The saccharine 'bill has been, against my 
supposition, adopted by the Reichstag, the 
closure of which took place yesterday. It has 
become a law in the imperfect form alluded 
to in my last report. The admixture of sac- 
charine to wine, beer, syrups, etc., is forbid-* 
den, and people violating the law are exposed 
to heavy tines ; but the sale of the stuff for 
.common use is left free, and it must be feared 
that the latter will increase now on a large 
scale, because the other ways of consumption 
fure shut for the article and, as almost in all 
countries, the sale is restricted to drug stores 
for medical purposes only. Germany, that Is 
the German sugar Industry, is exposed to bear 
the entire burden of the production, which la 
strongly on the increase, for, dubious as the 
statistics are in this respect, it appears that the 
five factories of saccharine now existing In the 
empire have in the period from August 18, 
1897, to January 31, 1898, produced about 35Q 
)dlogrammes, or about the same quantity as has 
been turned out in the entire campaign of 



1896-97, so that the production of the stuff bids 
fair to be at least double what it was a year 
ago, and the consumption seems to increase at 
the same rate. A merchant's firm in the city 
of Posen sold In a very short time 60 kilog., 
and another firm in Leipzig Is reported to sell 
annually 150,000 marks' worth of saccharine. 
This is not of interest and importance for Ger- 
man sugar makers only, for, if large quantities 
of the genuine article are replaced by the sub- 
stitute In Germany, more sugar must be ex- 
ported from that country, which then goes to 
depress the prices In the world's markets. 
Saccharine, therefore, is and remains as long 
as Its sale Is not prohibited throughout the 
civilized world, a sharp competitor, if not an 
enemy, of sugar, and to fight it with might and 
main lies In the Interest of every sugar man 
and also In the interest of the public at large, 
for the stuff is palmed off to the buyers of 
confectionery, bakery ware, syrups, liquors, 
etc., as an equally wholesome sweet as sugar, 
which It is not at all. 

There. Is now a new electrolytical process of 
juice purification much spoken of which can 
be used likewise in cane and In beet sugar 
factories. The same is designated by the 
name of process Say- Gramme, the large 
Parisian refinery of Say being one of its own- 
ers. The new invention is said to be destined 
to revolutionize the entire course of sugar 
manufacture and to have stood a thorough 
trial in a cane sugar factory, while with re- 
spect to beet sugar fabrication only experi- 
ments on a small scale have taken place. I 
am not able to-day to relate any particulars 
about the new process, but it is stated that the 
introduction of It into the work of the factory 
will enable the manufacturer to do away with 
several processes the juices at present have to 
undergo. I understand that the introduction 
of the process will cost a good deal of money, 
but if it turns out to be in practice as valuable 
as Its promoters say It Is, all factories desirous 
to keep up with modem progress can hardly 
afford to dispense with It. 

In the face of the paramount Interest the 
Innovation has for the sugar Industry of the 
world, I have no doubt that agencies of it will 
be established also in America, so that in due 
time you will have direct Information about It 
at your disposition. 

Under date of - April 30, the Inquiry of the 
sugar statistical union as to the area planted 
this year with beet took place and its result is, as 
foreshadowed in my former letters, a very 
small difference as compared with last year. 
In the following I give you the figures In hec- 
tares with only the percentage of decrease or 
Increase: Germany, 423,785 (—3 per cent.); 
Austria-Hungary, 308,604 (+2.1 per cent.); 
France, 236,262 (+3.4 per cent.); Russla,444,- 
650(4-10.8 per cent.) ; Belgium (estimated), 
50,000 (—9.3 per cent.); Holland, 43,823 
(+22.4 per cent.); Sweden, 22,917 (—3.2 per 
cent.) ; and Denmark, 12,800 (+1.8 per cent.). 
Total for the European countries controlled by 
the union, 1,642,811 (+3.03 per cent.). It 
must be admitted, however, that prior to the 
publication of the figures the general belief 
was that the difference would consist In a de- 
crease, whilst It turns out]to be a slightlncrease. 



But however small, this disappointment h as 
contributed to check the Buoyancy of the mar- 
kets, and as besides some other circumstances 
of an unfavorable character arrived, such as 
large tenders of May sugar, the news of the 
sea battle near Cavite, which, ending with a 
victory of the American fieet, opened in some 
way the prospects of a nearer end of the war 
and thereupon the freeing of Cuban stocks, and 
last but not least the fine weather of these lat- 
ter days, the tendency weakened considera- 
bly, and if sellers who were without a just ap- 
preciation of the changed situation had kept 
back with'' their offers, the prices would haw 
suffered to {(larger extent than has been the 
case. Actual 88 per cent, rendement closed 
at Magdeburg at 10.25 to 10.47 marks, and 
delivery May Is quoted at Hamburg 9.225 
marks, f. o. b. Refiners assumed for their 
goods a walling attitude, declining to entertain 
the lower offers of buyers. 

Robert Hennig. 



Barbados. 



Reaping operations have progressed since 
our last, and although the wind has been slack 
and fitful for many days for windmills, yet the ^ 
weather has been on the whole favorable, and 
headway has been made— about one-half of the 
crop, certainly in the southern districts, has 
been got in up to date; the yield has improved 
and remains fairly constant at the rate of two 
tons to the acre. Grain and quality are excel- 
lent. Two tons to he acre will probably be the 
average struck when all Is closed, an average 
which the soil of Barbados is capable of ex- 
ceeding, but below which it should never fall. 
Indeed, the soil of our island may be looked 
upon as a cane sugar mine not to be exhausted, 
and always ready to respond if skilfully treated. 
The pity is that any part of the produce of a 
soil so sugary should in these accurate days oi 
scientific machinery be allowed to waste. 

No rain to speak of has fallen during the 
fortnight; sprinkles occasionally, hardly 
enough to wash the dust from the young cane 
blades, but not enough for planting the hardy 
potato. In view of possible warlike eventuali- 
ties it would be wise to plant the open lands 
freely In this root. The patency of the Union 
Jack may so dominate events as to prevent 
even the echo of the hostile cannon reaching 
our ears, but that is all ; it can not avert the 
consequences to us of a disturbance of our 
breadstuff route from th« United States even 
for a week. Already, although the war has 
hardly begun, and before an angry shot Is fired, 
food prices have gone up ; this is an index to 
what may be expected later on, when the con- 
testing nations are hotly and fiercely engaged. 
It Is very possible that our food supply, or a 
very large part of it, for some time to come, may 
have to be drawn from our own soil, and as it 
takes not less than eighteeuv weeks to grow a 
sweet potato crop, the lands opened up by 
reaping should be at once bedded for potatoes, 
ready for planting as the rain permits. With- 
out a local supply of food, we may find our- 
selves cut off at any moment — starvation 
staring us in the face. 
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In the memorable year of fangus our molae- 
flea lost its good name; fangus undid in a 
single year the reputation of a century, and 
Barbados molasses was suddenly deposed from 
its high estate. The same thing often hap- 
pens to individuals without fault of their own, 
but countries, like individuals, must do their 
veiy best to restore the brightness of their 
reputation, even though only tarnished by an 
accident. We have it on good authority that 
Porto Rico, whither the vessels of the mari- 
time provinces went for molasses when ours 
became too bad for their trade, takes the 
-greatest pains in the handling of t^eir molas- 
ses, their product is always bri^t, clear and' 
pure. The outbreak of the Spanish-American 
war must cut off the Porto Rico supply, and 
throw the trade once more into our hands. It 
can not be gainsaid that in former years we 
have been far too careless in this matter of mo- 
lasses. Barbados molasses, as it drips from 
nature, is the finest in the world, but quickly 
becomes sullied by our careless handling, and 
too often have we placed on the markets the 
scrapings of cisterns, filthy and acid stuff fit 
only for the rum maker. 

Now is our opportunity to make an effort to 
regain a lost trade, and to restore its prestige 
to "Barbados molasses," which was once a 
household word among Canadian farms and 
villages. 

Our island is dotted with pleasant residences 
often associated wil^ names recorded in our 
island annals. It is sad to see these old houses 
crumble and decay, carrying with them rem- 
iniscences of former owners once famous for 
patriotism and generous hospitality. 

By a strange fatuity two such houses within 
the past fortnight have been destroyed by fire, 
both situated in the parish of St. John. Belle- 
farm house was accidentally burned on the 
36th inst. It was the property of the Green - 
idge family, and associated locally with the 
much -respected memory of the late Dr. John 
Greenidge, who spent there his long, useful and 
laborious professional life. — Agricultural He- 
porter^ April 30, 



Trade Notes. 



Me5sr8, Hflubtmaa 6l Loeb.— These gen- 
tlemen advise us that they have recently closed 
a contract with Mr. John Hill, of Port Allen, 
for a 7-foot double effect of the Standard type, 
and with his son, Mr. George Hill, of the same 
locality, for an 8-foot double effect of a simi- 
lar pattern. They report that business is good. 



Mr. Ruffin R. Barrow, of Terrebonne par- 
ish, where he has extensive planting and 
financial interests, was at the Grunewald on 
Friday. 

Mr. H. Chapman, the manager of the im- 
mense sugar planting and other interests of 
the Bradish Johnson estate, left during the 
past week for California. While on the Pacific 
coast Mr. Chapman will look into the methods 
of orange culture in vogue there, and post 
himself thoroughly on such matters as will 
be of value in developing the large orange 
groves possessed by the Johnson estate in 
Louisiana. 



The Situation in Barliados. 

April has so far been very favorable to reap- 
ing, with its sunny breezy days. Notwith- 
standing the slice taken out of the fortnight 
by the Easter holidays, good progress has 
been made, and with good reason — the canes 
are now at their best, and must be taken off as 
fast as possible. With a continuance of favor- 
ably weather for the next six weelis, an aver- 
age yield of two tons to the acre may be 
expected; after that deterioration will begin, 
which, before the end of June, will probably 
reduce the yield to the unripe figure of one 
and one-half tons to the acre which obtained 
in the premature days of March. Between the 
two extremes of immaturity and over- maturity 
the loss is great. Nor is there any remedy 
until the island is fortunate enough to maintain 
machinery capable of taking off the entire crop 
within the period when its sugary content is 
at the best. We are stopping many a leak ; we 
are learning the lesson which we have often 
heard preached by one of our most experi- 
enced and successful planters, that neglect of 
small things ruins estates, that ^Mynch -pin ^^ 
management is the great desideratum, if we 
would keep them from falling into the chan- 
cery court. But careful as he may be, the 
planter without adequate machinery can not 
stop the thousand and one leaks which drain 
our estates, and rob our lands of a far too heavy 
percentage of their produce; all he can do is to 
push on as best he can, %ave all he can and shut 
his eyes to the rest. As may be inferred, agri- 
cultural operations during the fortnight have 
been almost solely confined to reaping, for, 
save stirring the soils in the young cane fields, 
there has been practically nothing else to do. 
The beauty of sugar cane culture is that it 
it finds employment for so many different 
grades of labor— for young and old alike— the 
strong and the weak. In this island nothing 
could supersede it; there is absolutely no other 
plant which affords such diverse employment; 
other industries might be more profitable to 
individuals, but none other could employ so 
many hands. Destroy our sugar cane industry 
and hardly a tithe of our apparently heavy 
population of 1200 to the square mile would 
find sustenance — now only apparently heavy, 
because the sugar cane finds work for all wil- 
ling hands to do. The sugar industry has been 
kept alive for better days, and the thanks of 
the community are doubly due to those who 
have financiered it through all these years of 
crisis, and to the patient, hard-working planter 
class who, with all their trials, have never lost 
heart. 

There is now a little rift in the dark cloud, 
and the ray of hope comes from the young 
Dominion rich in wheat lands^ peach and apple 
orchards, mighty forests, fisheries on two 
oceans, extensive ranches where cattle and 
horses thrive and fatten in the open all the 
year round, dairy farms, to say nothing of 
wealth of gold and silver and other valuable 
minerals, but above all of coal and iron in 
profuse abundance from Columbia to Nova 
Scotia. The Dominion, like a young giant, 
sits astride the great continent, commanding 
two oceans, into which her great railways that 
connect Pacific with Atlantic pour the ever- 



increasing wealth that is being gathered from 
her teeming resources, as yet but scarcely 
tapped. The future of such a country is as- 
sured. Only railways were required to bring 
down this vast wealth to the two oceans which, 
East and West, afford a waterway to a limit- 
less commerce. It requires no prophet to 
foretell the dimensions to which Canadian 
trade must swell with such unlimited capabil- 
ity of production, of such varied and exhaust- 
less wealth, and with such facilities for trade 
with the continents and islands, Asiatic, 
American and European, that lie on either 
hand. The progress is even now by leaps and 
bounds, while the energy and loyalty of the 
Canadian people have so established their 
country on a sure and stable foundation that 
future growth and development will not only 
be uninterrupted and fast, but steadfast and 
solid. 

Already the West Indies draw from Canada 
three-fourths of their supplies. Many of these 
items come indirectly through the United 
States, but there is absolutely no reason why 
Canada products should not be imported 
direct, and it is no secret that the Dominion 
government is making, and have long been 
making, strenuous efforts' to carry on their 
West Indian trade by direct methods and more 
profitable to both parties— a consummation 
devoutly to be wished. Canada wishes to ex- 
tend her markets. West Indies is languishing 
for markets. Pinched, because in restricted 
protected, or bounty markets, she is obliged 
to accept a pittance for her produce. A freer 
entrance into the Canadian market under bet- 
ter tariff arrangements will, therefore, be 
doubly welcome; it. will tend to unlock the 
sugar trade, while the more imperial commer- 
cial policy of Canada can not fail to be an ob- 
ject lesson to the Mother Country, whose com- 
mercial policy can not be called Imperial. 
The Canadian refiners, like those of the United 
States, require raw sugar — ^just the article 
which British West Indies is in a position to 
supply— and as the English refineries have 
been closed unwisely, there is every reason 
why West Indians, while losing no opportunity 
of strengthening their trade relations with 
their cousins of the States, should establish 
new ones with their enterprising Canadian 
brethren. We can state on the best authority 
that the capital invested in 1891 in Canada 
in sugar refining was $5,924,400 and the annual 
value of the product $17,127,100. 

It matters not to us how much sugar Canada 
consumes, but rather it concerns us to know 
that her refineries annually work up a vast 
amount of raw material, and that statistics 
tend to show that her sugar refining business 
is an increasing one. Hitherto large supplies 
of sugar were obtained from Cuba, but now 
that that source of supply has been ruined, 
the Dominion naturally turns her eyes to these 
little colonial sisters of hers, and it will be 
well for us if we do not now reject her ad- 
vances, but rather prepare to extend our trade 
directly in the new direction. 

Indeed, nothing better could befall these 
West Indian islands than to get well into the 
current and swing of Canadian development, 
and so find escape from the^waters of sUgna- 
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tion. Far better for ue to get Into the current 
of the young and healthy trade life which ani- 
mates the Dominion from Atlantic seaboard to 
Pacific than to grow anaemic, stagnant and pov- 
erty-stricken, bound to sell in any single market, 
poor dependents of a government which twits 
us with a poverty which itself has created, 
refuses to consider the only possible remedy 
for the injustice, but satisfies its conscience 
by throwing doles at our heads. 

Barbados wants no dole, has never asked for 
any. Sir H. Vincent, as reported, neatly puts 
her case: *'The bounties are really the source 
of the diflQculty; there is only one way in 
which the difficulty could be met, and that teas 
by countervaihng duties. '^'^ If the mother coun- 
try persistently refuses to checkmate the boun- 
ties by a countervailing duty, and so return to 
free trade in sugar, it is but fair that she should 
DO longer keep the West Indies in her hamper- 
ing leading string, but leave them free to make 
such commercial arrangements as they may, 
as nature and common sense dictate, with the 
United States and the Pominion of Canada. 

West India is no run-down, poverty-stricken 
dependency; only a neglected, undeveloped 
estate which has poured wealth into British 
coffers, and yet remains as rich in nat- 
ural resources and as virgin as ever; a 
magnificent estate only requiring capital 
for development and markets for pro- 
duce. She has never raided on British tax- 
payers; in the old days they raided her and 
taxed her sugars unmercifully, and even now 
they are raiding her in a novel way while they 
fatten on sugar cheapened by a foreign tax. 
West Indians, as British subjects, have every 
right to complain of the effects of this foreign 
tia, and of the crass ignorance of those un- 
British politicians who even on the floor of 
the House of Commons ignore its logical re- 
sults. West India has been sorely wounded in 
the commercial battle; Britain's gain has been 
her lloss, and is it fair that the small boys of 
the Labouchere type should jeer and jibe !— 
Agricultural Reporter j April 1 6, 



The Sus:ar Business, 

The old reliable '• Sugar Planters' Associa- 
tion of Louisiana," at its last monthly meeting, 
applied as an organization for membership in 
the National Protective Tariff League of New 
York City and it is a further fact that almost all 
of the priarie States of the West are experi- 
menting in the growth of sugar beet, and that 
large capital stands ready to build all needed 
factories; all of which goes to show that the 
people of this great land have decided and de- 
termined that this country can and will grow 
all of the sugar that it consumes, and thereby 
save the hundred million dollars which is 
paid for imported sugar each year. 

The Cuban war, if it shall last but a few 
months, will necessitate putting a large num- 
ber of free importations on the dutiable list, 
and it is quite sure that no less du y will ever 
again be put on imported sugar than that of 
the Dingley bill. Hence, whether we are 
Democrats or Republicans, or of whatever 
political opinion, as business men we should 
look foT an industry that offers the best future. 



When shrewd business mfen saw that tin 
could be made in this country it was put on 
the dutiable list, and though that act more 
than any other one feature of the McKinley 
bill defeated the party that enacted it, yet 
men stuck to the business end of it and it is 
now one of the successful industries of this 
great country. 

So, now, with sugar. For a century the 
Northern States protected sugar, together with 
their own protected industries. The South, 
fought the principle of protection and kept 
out all capital for growth and manufacture of 
sugar. But for this fact the cultivation of 
sugar beets would never have been encour- 
aged. We have slept on our rights. We have 
lost our golden opportunity. The sugar beet 
has come to stay, and whether we of Florida 
shall have even a bite in the great future pro- 
duction of sugar win depend upon the prompt 
action of our people. 

Northern men vote with their party, but 
never let that party or party ties keep them 
from putting their money where there Is the 
greatest '* protection," and there Is no greater 
mistake than to suppose that only Republican 
money is found In the protected Industries of 
the North. No man can be re-elected to Con- 
gress from any State that grows sugar beets 
If he opposes a high protective duty on sugar; 
hence, no product of the United States has so 
bright a future as the sugar Industry. 

No man who fully understands the difference 
In the work and risk between beet and cane 
cultivation would take the beets, but the great 
mass of Intelligent beet growers of the West 
think that cane can be grown only by negroes, 
and that the climate of Florida Is Intolerable, to 
say nothing of the snakes, lizards, 'gators, 
fleas, mosquitoes, etc. 

What public speaker or newspaper save the 
Times- Union and Citizen has uttered a word of 
contradiction of these false and absurd Ideas 
of our Florida soil and climate? 

We all know that sugar cane Is grown in 
greater or less quantities on many farms or 
house lots in the State. We all may know. 
If we do not know, that Its tonnage yield will 
be equal to the fair average of Louisiana, with 
just the same quantity of fertilizer. 

We all should know and tell It from the 
house tops, that Florida suficar cane is fully 25 
per cent, richer in sng&r content than the best 
of Louisiana, and fully as rich as that of Cuba. 
We do know, and ought to have others know, 
that two acres of sugar cane can be grown 
here with the labor and expense of one In 
Louisiana. 

We do know, and should have our Northern 
farmers understand, that sugar cane In Florida 
Is a -* white man's crop," and has none of the 
hot harvest times of Pennsylvania, or the cold, 
chapped, frosted hands of corn husking In the 
West. 

But, when we have said and done all this 
we must secure capital and build sugar factor- 
ies. Syrup making as practised by all of the 
people is a flat failure, and to encourage it is 
to practise a fraud. The intrinsic excellence 
of our cane makes It unfit for syrup. It has 
such an Insignificant amount of glucose that It 
can not be kept from granulation, and as a 



consequence the remainder becomes thin and 
ferments. Our greatest efforts should now be 
put forth to get capital Interested In the build- 
ing of centrifugal sugar factories all over the 
State, and If this can not be done we should 
make such an amount of syrup as can be put 
up In air- tight cans or jars, and no more, and 
the balance should be boiled to such a consist- 
ency as to make sugar. Even In Its crudest 
way this would be better than making syrup 
to be sold at present prices. 

The writer has chosen Florida for his future 
home, and believes that It Is the best part of 
the earth for comfort, and that It may be the 
most prosperous. If only we had faith In our 
own country and would begin the production 
of such things as are Indigenous to our soil 
and climate, and Invite the world to help us 
develop It regardless of politics.— Jb^n Thomas 
Porter, in Florida Times- Union, 

Grand Ridge, April 30, 1898. 



5us:ar Canes in Jamaica* 

In order to test the qualities of the new canef 
at Hope Gardens, as compared with the ordi- 
nary black and transparent cane commonly 
planted In this part of the country, I purchased 
from the Gardens 1500 tops, comprising six 
varieties of what seemed to be the best, judg- 
ing from former reports. These tops were 
planted at Canaan In St. James In December, 
1896, In ordinary^ cane holes, 4x4>^, the soil 
being a rather stiff clayey loam, which had 
been In common grass for over forty years; 
and, allowing for what plants were not good, 
the extent of land covered amounted to six 
square chains. In the same field, and adjoin- 
ing this plot, the ordinary Creole cane tops 
were planted — all receiving the same care and 
cultivation. 

The canes were cut on the 16th of March, 
1898, exactly fifteen months after being pl&nt^.d ; 
the rainfall for that period being sixty-four 
Inches fifteen parts— a fair average fall for 
that district. Over seven inches fell within a 
month after planting, followed by a dry spell 
of two months, then fair regular showers till 
December, 1887, after which it was almost dry 
till the time of cutting. No Irrigation was 
done, and no manuring, but the soil had a fair 
proportion of humus. The results as to weight 
of canes, percentage of juice, etc., were care- 
fully noted and a full detailed report Is being 
sent to the Botanical Bulletin. 

I give here the general features. The new 
varieties are known as Caledonian Queen, Po- 
a-ole. No. 49, No. 99, Tslntiblc and No. 114; and 
all of these showed a higher percentage of 
juice (with the exception of Tslrablc, which 
was slightly lower) than the ordinary Creole 
canes; but the latter were much higher In 
density. 

Taking everything into account, the juice 
of the new canes gave proportionately more 
sugar and rather better grain than that of the 
ordinary; but less molasses, which were of 
weaker density and gave less fiavor to the rum. 
The proportion of sugar was therefore better; 
but both proportion and fiavor of rum were 
lower. This Is a great point to be considered, 
as on estates that ^^ go In " for highly flavored 
rums, the ordinary Creole canes yield much 
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better results ; but where rum is a secondary con- 
sideration and the outturn of sugar is the chief 
aim, undoubtedly the better kinds of the new 
canes are the best. Caledonian Queen, Po-a- 
ole and No. 49, according to this experiment, 
would yield better results to vacuum pan es- 
tates and small settlers. 

In most reports and criticisms on cane cult- 
ure the element of rum is left out of the ques- 
tion. Tills should not be in Jamaica where 
rum is of so much importance. On many es- 
tates on the north side one puncheon of good 
rum is made to each ton of sugar. In view of 
the facts realized by this experiment less thau 
75 per cent, of the usual quantity would be got 
from the ^' new ^^ canes, with a loss In flavor. 

Tons cane, Den- 

per acre, slty, 

Creole plants gave 31 26 

Caledonian Queen gave 44 23 

Po-a-ole gave 36 21 

No. 49 gave :....^ 34 21 

— J. 8hore^ in Journal Agricultural Society. 



Queensland Says of Hawaii: 

Our sugar growers can learn a good deal 
from the planters of the Hawaiian Islands. 
Their American energy and mechanical genius 
have been brought to bear upon a remarkably 
fertile soil and a favorable climate, and their 
methods are well worth studying. Among 
other '' dodges '^ the use of the diluted juice 
from the third mill to macerate behind the first 
mill has been tried with satisfactory results at 
Onomea and Eohala sugar companies' mills. 
This process was introduced by Mr. Faron, the 
engineer at Pahala mill, about seven years 
ago. At that time it was tried at Paauhau 
mill, but abandoned, as the fine trash from the 
juice choked the spray pipe. At Eohala no 
spray pipe is used, the juice being pumped 
into a trough which is set level over the trash, 
from one side of which trough it flows over the 
trash in a thin and tolerably even stream. 

In the matter of transportation, too, the 
Hawaiian planters are progressive. The con- 
ditions are unique, it Is true, but as the sugar 
country in Queensland Is settled upon similar 
conditions it will be found amenable to similar 
treatment. On plantations where the lands 
are steep enough for gravity- roads, but 
broken up by gullies, so that the gravity road 
could not be fed by wagons to advantage, a 
rope tramway may be used. One of these was 
installed at the Kukaia plantation by Mr. 
Homer with satisfactory results. This plan 
comprises a permanent stationary wire rope, 
supported at intervals by frames; the cane is 
bundled and tied together by a rope sling, the 
bandies weighing about 125 pounds each. The 
l^undles are attached to small pulleys which, 
when placed on the stationary rope and lib- 
erated, travel by gravity to the terminus, 
either to cane carrier, car, or railroad; the 
small pulleys with bundling ropes are packed 
back to the field to be used with other bundles 
of cane. This system has many advantages 
where the lands are rough for wagon work, 
and its adoption wil} probably be greatly ex- 
tended in the future. The main permanent 
wire can be fed by a, shorter one, which can 
be swung around the field to avoid unnecessary 



l^andling. A good deal of trouble has been 
caused, for example, in the Blackall Range 
district, which comes within the sphere of in- 
flence of the Moreton central mill, by the diffi- 
culty of flndlng a passable route for a tram- 
way connecting some of the farms in the more 
broken country with the mill. In such a case 
as this the Hawaiian rope tramway system 
should be both Inexpensive and effective.— 
Queenslander, 

rir. James V. Chataway. 

This distinguished gentlemen has recently 
received very deserved promotion by being 
made the Minister for Agriculture in Queens- 
land, Australia. Mr. Chataway has given 
much attention to the sugar industry and for 
quite a while was one of the editors of the 
Mackay Mercury and subsequently the founder 
of the Mackay Sugar Journal, For a time he 
was the Queensland correspondent of The Lou- 
isiana Plaktek, and his letters always Indi- 
cated a very thorough comprehension of this 
great Industry to which he has devoted his 
best energies. While there are other agricult- 
ural industries in Queensland that will de- 
mand the earnest care of the new minister, 
still the most progressive one at present seems 
to be the sugar industry, which has received 
enormons development under the sugar, indus- 
tries act, through which corporations were 
enabled to secure loans from the government 
for the construction of sugar factories at desir- 
able localities. Mr. Chataway was largely in- 
strumental in securing the passage of this act 
and has always used his best efforts to promote 
the good of the Queensland sugar industry, 
which during the last ten years has very 
largely increased. 

We sincerely hope that Mr. Chataway^s 
future in his chosen vocation will lead him to 
still greater success than he has realized in the 
past. 

Upland Rice Culture. 

A farmer with fourteen years' experience in 
planting upland rice in Florida once told the 
writer that he preferred medium poor land ; 
that his best land produced too much straw 
and too little rice, while on the medium land 
the yield of grain was heavier. Flatwoods, or 
meadow land, such as can be found abundantly 
in Florida, will produce a good crop of rice. 
But, while the application of nitrogenous ma- 
nures Is not to be recommended, for the above 
reason, a light sprinkle of sulphate of potash 
and acid phosphate is desirable, to make the 
grain plump, heavy and sound. Two hundred 
pounds to the acre, half of each, will be enough 
and it will pay because rice, with the same 
labor, will produce twice as much weight per 
acre as corn. 

First, clear away all trash, since rice, when 
small. Is easily torn up or mashed down; then 
break and harrow the land well. Repeat the 
harrowing twice at intervals of two weeks; 
this clears the ground of crabgrass before the 
rice is planted, and gives it a better chance 
because less grass will come up afterward. 
Any time before May I make rows with a Jve- 
Inch plow, two and and a half feet apart, and 
as straight as possible to facilitate tillage. 



Drop from six to twelve grains every ten 
inches. Cover with the same plow, two fur- 
rows. 

When the rice and grass are well up, take 
sharp hoes and lightly cut off both rice and 
grass. Or if the land Is very smooth and free 
from trash, this may be done with a sweep 
filed sharp and scoured bright. The rice will 
be up again in a few hours, thereby getting a 
start of the grass. When another crop of 
grass la up, run around the rice while small 
with a 5-lnch plow. 

After this take a 12-inch sweep or ** go- 
pher,*' and go once between each two rows. 
Next time go between the rows once with the 
same implement and, with a little hoeing, the 
cultivation is done. 

As above stated, the crop, with the cultlva- 
tion here advised, will be about twice as heavy 
as com. If there is no mill in the neighbor- 
hood It will take rather more work to harvest 
and clean it than com; but rice malls are 
generally coming into vogue. — Florida Agri^ 
culturist. 



Egyptian Rice. 

J. P. Hoyt, of Estherwood, is one of those 
progressive farmers who believe in improving 
farm seeds and by judicious experiments as- 
certain the value of such varieties as are the 
most prolific and best adapted to our soil. On 
Monday he showed us samples of four varieties 
of Egyptian rice, he having procured two 
pounds of each kind from the Department of 
Agriculture, the seed being received by onr 
government from the United States consul in 
Egypt. 

The var " Sabiney " is a very early variety, 
closely resembling the Japan rice, and it is 
claimed can be planted twice the same year on 
the same land and yield good harvests each 
time. Planted the first of May it was reaped 
the I5th of July; planted the 15th of July it 
was reaped the 16th of September. The other 
three varieties, var " Fino," var '» Fohle " and 
var "Din-el-Blnt," are later but claimed to be 
excellent. Mr. Hoyt will plant these seed on 
separate plats in the best land.—CrotoZey Sig- 
nal, May 21. 

A Trip to Jamaica. 

Our ship was the Mascotte, of the Plant 
Line, and a very nice one, too— that is, as a 
seaworthy craft. We sailed at 7 p. m. from 
Port Tampa and reached Key West at about 
noon the next day. We had two hours there, 
and found it quite enough to see all that was 
of importance, and more, too. *' Key" is the 
name given to the low coral reefs and the 
islands that abound in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Key West occupies one of them. It is per- 
fectly flat and only just above the water. 
Cigar stores and factories are mostly all there 
is there. The war fleet there attracted our 
chief interest. Besides many torpedo boats, 
there were the flrst-class battleships Iowa 
and New York, and the cruisers Marble - 
head, Nashville, Montgomery and Detroit* 
We passed close by them and had a splendid 
view. They look l>eautiful in their fresh 
white paint, and with everything about 
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them 80 orderly. What they would do in a 
fight we do not know. 

Continuing, we sailed from Key West di- 
rectly for the eastern end of Cuba, and in the 
morning were In sight of the coast, and often 
tailed close enough to see very distinctly. It 
was all mountainous and we could see no evi- 
dence of habitations. We had fine tropical 
•eas, and it was a perfect voyage for all who 
were half-way good sailors. Just at sunset 
Tuesday night we sighted Jamaica, and at 9 
•*clock felt our way into the harbor of Port 
Antonio by the help of a fine searchlight. It 
is a small harbor with a very narrow entrance 
and high sides all around. I canH imagine a 
SDQgger, prettier little pond than it, and its 
water is deep enough for any vessel afloat. We 
spent the night aboard and started early in the 
■loming toward Kingston by train. Moun- 
tains ri%e steep right out of the sea. Their 
aides are covered with foliage more dense than 
•ne could believe, if he hadnH seen. This 
denseness of the vegetation is the great feature 
•f the island, and, with the exception of a few 
antall spots, is every where— no hill so steep or 
free) pice so abrupt that trees and plants do 
not thickly cover it. The railroad goes east- 
ward along the shore and winds and climbs 
among plantations devoted to banana raising. 
This region is the great banana section, so the 
boats of the Boston Fruit Company come to 
Port Antonio for their cargoes. They take 
away an average of a shipload a day the year 
through. There are plenty of other fruits, 
however. Indeed, we were utterly unable to 
keep ^ track of the dozens of heretofore un- 
known and unheard-of varieties. The cocoa- 
BQts are not new, for they are plentiful in 
SoQthem Florida, but what do you know about 
akee, mango, star apple, soursop, jack fruit, 
tamarinds, guava, spodilla, calabash? Besides 
the fruits there is almost every sort of tree 
known — logwood, mahogany, boxwood, 
gaango, silk cotton, coffee bushes, royal palms 
and the more familiar pines and c^dars. 
These do not occur only occasionally. They 
are thick In every direction everywhere. I 
Tcrily believe that If one knew all about all 
the vegetation of Jamaica there wouldn't be 
■lach more in that line to learn. 

When Annotta Bay Is reached the railroad 
tarns Inland and we climb and twist up the 
mountains. We find them very steep, with no 
valleys- -just a series of notches— for at the 
bottom of each slope another one Immediately 
■ises; yet these slopes are frequently culti- 
vated, and where It would seem a man could 
icarcely hang by his toenails something has 
been planted — usually bananas or yams — and 
grows prodigiously. 

At a station called Bog Walk we left the 
train and drove Into Spanish Town. It was 
aiboat twelve miles and It Is called the Bog 
Walk drive. It runs beside the Rico Cobre, 
deep down in one of the mountain notches. 
Along the road at Intervals we came to squads 
working at road repairs. Women were break- 
ing stone and men did the carting and placing. 
All were negroes — Indeed, we did not any- 
where see any white person engaged In manual 
labor. Even the railroad engineers and lire- 
Hien and conductors are negroes. White peo- 



ple constitute only a very small percentage of 
the population, and in our explorntlons we 
seldom saw any. But the black people are 
everywhere In swarms— on the plantations. In 
the yards, doors and windows of every shanty, 
but we noticed most those on the roads. A 
few have a donkey, and sometimes a cart, but 
most of them walk. Any time, anywhere 
within fifteen or twenty miles of a market, a 
steady stream will be found going each way. 
The Invariable manner of carrying things 
Is on the head— anything from a barrel 
of fiour to a spool of thread Is thus car- 
ried. They are, with rare exceptions, bare- 
footed, and are very poorly dressed. The 
climate makes but little clothing necessary, 
and that little Is usually pretty ragged. It Is 
common to see women washing clothes in the 
streams, but the things they wash would be 
designated as rags even by a most saving 
American housewife. But they are poor. The 
loads of things they carry all those miles to 
market will bring, perhaps, from six cents to 
thirty cents. Those women breaking stone on 
the roads can earn, if they are extra industrious, 
eighteen cents per day. But none of them 
need want for plenty to eat, for the trees have 
plenty to spare, which may be had for the 
taking. 

We are still on the road to Spanish Town. 
That place was reached without unpleasant In- 
cident, and we lunched at a hotel which has 
very pretty grounds. Driving was so pleasant 
that we concluded to drive on Instead of going 
by train. So we drove another twelve miles to 
Constant Springs Hotel, which Is six miles 
north of Kingston and near the foot of the 
mountains. The air is clear and bracing, as it 
is 600 feet above the sea ; the elevation also 
affords a fine view of Kingston, the harbor and 
Port Royal. In the evening a cool mountain 
breeze came up and it was comfortable to sleep 
under double blankets. That didn't seem much 
like a tropical climate. Jamaica has no exces- 
sively hot weather. Of course It Is hot In the 
sun in the middle part of the day. but I should 
say It rarely gets warmer than 85 to 90 deg. In 
the shade It Is just nice and there Is most 
always a sea breeze. The nights are nearly as 
warm as the days. The equability of the cli- 
mate Is its chief feature. 

From Constant Springs we drove next day 
to Castleton Gardens, a government Institution 
where trees and fruits are exhibited and exper- 
imented with. There are specimens from all 
parts of the world and the Jamaica climate 
seems to be adapted to anything that will 
grow In any tropical country. Some of the 
trees and flowers seemed truly wonderful, so 
strange were they. I saw there growing the 
trees that produced such common things as 
cinnamon, cassia, cocoa, nutmegs. The 
latter fruit (?) and tree look especially 
attractive. The drive to Castleton Gardens 
would be an event If there were nothing 
there, for it Is up Into the mountains 
and Is wild and rugged enough to be called 
grand. All the Jamaica roads are flnely 
made and kept, just as the English people al- 
ways have them, so we rolled easily and 
smoothly up and down and around the contin- 
uous twists and bends of the mountain road. 



Often we were high up above the valley, and 
If we had* but run over the edge would doubt- 
less have turned completely over sixteen times 
and landed precisely right side up. As the 
island is mountainous, over most of its area 
such devices may be found most anywliare. If 
one were to stay for some time I think nothing 
pleasanter could be done than to do an exten- 
sive driving tour. Incidentally one could make 
an extensive collection of botanical specimens. 

On returning from Castleton we went down to 
Kingston. There we found the flrst heat that 
seemed unpleasant. It is not a pleasant place 
and one would miss nothing if he didnH go 
there at all. The buildings are mostly small, 
poor and unattractive, which I suppose is 
usually the case in tropical cities. The sewers 
run above ground in the streets and the gen- 
eral sanitary conditions are not good. We 
stayed there but little, hbwever, and used It 
merely as a starting place for our trips about. 

The flrst one was out to a sugar plantation. 
There we saw the process and also saw mm 
made. It Is made from molasses, as you prob- 
ably know. We also visited *' King's House,'' 
the Governor's residence, which Is surrounded 
with extensive grounds of great beauty. Then 
we went to Hope Gardens, another govern- 
ment Institution. It is devoted chiefly to the 
raising of plants and slips, which are sold at 
cost, with the object of encouraging the rais- 
ing of the various things which by their ex- 
periments have proven adapted to the climate. 
Such things as coffee, orange, grape fruit, nut- 
meg and cocoa trees are sold at a penny each, 
including a small bamboo pot. This is a very 
important work, and without it many things 
now well introduced on the island would be 
unknown. Tbey also give considerable atten- 
tion to ornamental trees and flowers. 

Just to fill In a couple of hours In the late 
afternoon we took a drive to what Is known as 
Rock Fort. A portion of the way is Impres- 
sive, being along the sea and at the base of the 
mountains, which rise rig\it out of the water. 
Our hotel In Kingston was very poor, and we 
did not regret leaving it. The unfortunate 
part of It Is that It is the best one there, so the 
poor tourist must endure It. 

Saturday, our fourth day, was spent riding 
to Montego Bay, six hours and a half. It was 
interesting, being through the mountains all 
the way, but dldn*t present any new features. 
It was a difficult thing to build a railway 
through that country. They didn't have any 
enormously big problems to solve, but I fani^ 
there were lots of troublesome little ones. At 
the end of the journey we had a grand view of 
the sea. The railway, still high up in the 
mountains, runs out into sight of the water 
and works its way down the side, affording a 
perfect view all the way. Our ship was wait- 
ing for us and we were taken aboard at once. 
A woman was out In a boat selling oranges. 
Her price was six pence per dozen. They 
were very good oranges, but a little small, but 
the price will give you an Idea about the cost 
of such things there. 

At about 4 o'clock we were off, with a pretty 
stiff wind blowing. We went around the west 
end of Cuba, but passed it in the night and 
didn't see It. On Tuesday about 10 a. m. we 
reached dock at Port Tampa, less than three 
days out.— ^r^ A ur G. Bennett^ in the Grocer' t 
Criterion. ^^ 
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The War and Prices of Sus:ar. 

The event of a war between Spain and the 
United States introduces quite a new element 
into the conditions of the su^ar trade in Great 
Britain and places both buyers and sellers in 
a position which hitherto has been utterly un- 
known to them. Spain in the Mediterranean, 
as every one knows, produces no sugar there, 
but In her sovereignty over the island of Cuba, 
*^ the pearl of the Antilles,'^ as it Ir called, she 
has in prosperous times raised as much as 
as from 800,000 tons to 1,000,000 tons of cane 
sugar per annum, a great part of which, when 
not imported into the United Kingdom, as in 
the days of ad valorem duties, was shipped to 
the Northern ports of America, and helped 
to furnish the refiners there with the sugar 
they needed. In consequence of the revolution 
of late years, however, and the devastation of 
the cane growing districts, the production of 
sugar in Cuba has seriously fallen off, com- 
pelling the dealers and manufacturers in the 
United States to draw considerable supplies of 
the article from Europe and elsewhere to make 
up for the deficiency in the Spanish West In- 
dies. Therefore, as the shipments from the 
latter quarter to New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston and adjacent entrepots along the 
Atlantic coast, are now not unlikely to be 
stopped altogether, the prospect, from an 
American point of view, of obtaining the 
requisite supply to meet their yearly consump- 
tion of 2,000,000 tons of sugar, is anything but 
cheerful. 

Starting with this idea of the altered situa- 
tion of sugar in general, speculators here and 
abroad have come to the conclusion that prices 
must advance. Statistics, as presented to us 
by the highest authorities, are not very favor- 
able for an upward move, as the imports into 
the United Kingdom for the first three months 
of the year, according to the official accounts, 
though less than in 1896, viz., 389,120 tons, 
against 399,825 tons, were heavier than in 1897, 
when 278,594 tons raw and refined descriptions 
were received. Also, what are termed the 
" visible " bnpplies, while not reaching more 
than about 2,500,000 tons, in comparison with 
2,700,000 tons last year, are actually 280,000 
tons larger than the 2,220,000 tons estimated as 
*Mn sight'' in 1896. Putting the above 
amounts together and spreading them over the 
whole period under review, they form the fol- 
lowing totals: 1,017,500 tons for the three 
years' receipts in the first quarter up to the 
31st ult., and 7,420,000 tons as the prospective 
supply in the aggregate for the three seasons. 
Beckoned thus the averages for the years 1898. 
1897 and 1896 come out at 339,000 tons as the 
separate quantity of all kinds of sugar landed 
up to the end of March, and 2,473,000 tons as 
the total weight of stocks in hand and arrivals 
on the way at this time in each year. As mat- 
ters stand at the moment, and apart from all 
alarmist war scares, there is nothing to war- 
rant any violent changes in the London sugar 
market, and but for the unfortunate Hispano- 
American rupture, the business in sugar might 
have gone on as smoothly as ever for an almost 
indefinite period. 
As circumstances have ruled it otherwise, it 



is for the retail trade to consider what line of 
action they intend <o pursue. Already the 
tendency of prices has gone strongly against 
them and many distributors can not now sell 
sugar at a fair margin of profit. Another 
material rise will turn an imaginary profit into 
a sheer loss, so that the safest alternative for 
the grocery trade to adopt is to raise their 
listed prices directly they see the market value 
going up beyond a certain point. Waiting for 
it to fall back into its old groove of unparal- 
leled depression may be delusive, for, amid the 
confiict of commercial affairs that will proba- 
bly arise during the continuance of warlike 
times, it is useless to expect that sugar, any 
more than numerous other products or neces- 
saries of life, will escape the vicissitudes that 
usually attend a breaking off in the peaceful 
intercourse that binds one powerful nation to 
another. It may be difficult to reverse the old 
habit of manufacturing and selling sugar at an 
unprofitable or merely nominal rate of return 
for money laid out, but refiners as well as the 
wholesale dealers must understand that such a 
system of trading is as unsound for them as it 
is unquestionably so for the retailers. And in 
presence of a mercantile convulsion, such as 
we are now witnessing, in the prime cost of 
imported goods, it would be unwise to adhere 
too long to the previous order of things when 
unlimited sources of supply were at command, 
and prices, moreover, seemed to be committed 
unreservedly to a downward course.—Xondon 
Grocer, 



Cuba. 

Consul Hyatt gives the following particulars 
of the productive forces of Cuba in a report, 
dated January, 1897, to the United States gov- 
ernment : 

**Cuba stands in a geographical position 
which, together with her productive soil, 
mineral wealth and climate conditions, should 
entitle her to rank among the foremost com- 
munities of the world, a distinction to which I 
believe she will soon attain, whenever a stable 
government and cheerful obedience to the 
powers that be present to the home-seeker 
and investor conditions that will make home 
pleasant and capital secure. The soil Is a 
marvel of richness, and fertilizers of any kind 
are seldom used unless in the case of tobacco, 
even though the same crops be ^own on the 
same field for a hundred years, as has already 
happened in some of the old sugar fields. If 
all the land suitable to the growth of sugar 
cane were devoted to that industry it Is esti- 
mated Cuba might supply the entire western 
hemisphere with sugar. The island has al- 
ready produced in a single year for export 
1,100,000 tons, while its capabilities have only 
been In the experimental stage. 

''The adaptabilities of the soil for tobacco 
culture have long been the envy of the world, 
until a cigar that has not some pretension of 
having at least a little Cuban tobacco stands 
condemned without a hearing. Cuba takes 
great pride In the quality of her coffee, and 
until the rebellion of 1868 she raised a large 
quantity for export. It is the mountainous 
regions of Santiago, In the eastern part of the 
island, that are best adapted to this industry, 



but the insurrection beginning that year com- 
pletely destroyed the coffee plantations. They 
were just getting nicely started again when 
the present rel>ellion broke out, and there will 
probably be but a few, if any, coffee planta- 
tions remaining when the struggle ends. 
* * "^ In mineral wealth Cuba is capable of 
taking high rank. Gold and silver have not 
l>een found In paying quantities. Copper 
mines continued in successful operation until 
1867. The iron mines of Cuba, all of which 
are located near Santiago, overshadow in im- 
portance all other industries on the eastern 
end of the Island, constituting the only industry 
that has made any pretence of standing up 
against the shock of the present insurrection. 
The ore of these mines is among the richest in 
the world, yielding from 62 to 67 per cent, of 
pure iron, and Is very free from sulphur and 
phosphorus. There are numerous unde- 
veloped mines of equal richness and value in 
this region. 

'* Railroads and other highways. Improved 
machinery and more modem methods of doing 
business are among the wants of Cuba, and 
with the onward march of civilization these 
will be doubtless hers in the near future. 
Cuba, like other semi-tropical countries is not 
given to manufacturing; her people would, 
rather sell the products of the soil andmines, 
and buy manufactured goods. The posslbil- 
11 ties of the island are great, while its probabl- 
Itles remain an unsolved problem," 



Trade Notes. 
The Lunkenhelmer Company, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, is Issuing for the use of engineers a 
simple and practical chart giving diagrams of 
a new method of adjusting the movement of 
the slide valve. Every engineer should have 
one, as it« use will enable him to thoroughly 
understand the relation between the slide- 
valve and crank movements without the aid of 
any intricate mathematical calculations what- 
ever. They will be sent free by the Lunken- 
helmer Company, Cincinnati. Ohio, on the re- 
quest of any bona fide engineer. 



Mr. L. E. Callery, the prominent planter 
from St. James parish, and Miss Callery were 
In the city during the past week. During^ 
their short stay they were guests of the Cos- 
mopolitan. 

Mr. S. C. Melancon, known all over the State 
as one of the finest sugar boilers in Louisiana, 
was in charge during the past season of the 
boiling department on the splendid Belle View 
place of Messrs. Underwood, Short & Bell, in 
St. Mary parish. Mr. Melancon is a courteous 
and genial gentleman, and is never at a loss 
for a crop. 

Mr. C. Hlmel, of the Riverside plantation, 
was In the city during the past few days. Mn 
Hlmel put up at the Hotel Royal. 

Mr. Louis Kramer, a well-known planter of ' 
Franklin, was in the city on a visit a few days 
ago. 

Mr. Oscar Zenor, a leading planter of Bar- 
tels, St. Mary parish. La., was In the city dur- 
ing the past week, on a visit, and registered at 
the Hotel Royal. Mr. Zenor was accompanied 
by Mrs. Zenor and Miss Zenor. 
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5us:ar. 

The local sugar market was firm at 
the end of the week, with a good de- 
mand and prices well maintained. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals steady. 



Rice. 

The rice market was strong at the 
close of the week, but very quiet, as 
offerings were limited. 



Talmas^e on the Rice flarket. 

The market shows no diminution of activity, 
on the contrary some large orders have been 
placed for shipment in weekly instalments 
down to August, buyers paying fractionally 
higher prices, beginning early June. Recent 
vexatious experiences in the matter of delayed 
deliveries are undoubtedly tending to stimu- 
late a general forecasting of wants; required 
supplies thereby assured and likewise the best 
selections from incoming parcels. Receipts 
are liberal, but as everything is selling to arrive, 
the market is as bare of ^^ spots'' as Mother 
Hubbard's historic cupboard was bare of 
bones. Advices from the South note sluggish 
movement in domestic sorts which are held at 
fancy figures, as the remnant of crop is 
meagre and centred in the hands of a few 
strong dealers. Foreign, as heretofore, is 
supplying the main call. Cables and corre- 
spondence from abroad note prevalence of 
former features and the tendency still upward. 
While the general trend of opinion is opti- 
mistic, there are a few bat-eyed who, blindly 
ignoring the existing statistical position, pre- 
dict lower prices. How can such occur when 
breadstuffs are dear in every quarter of 
Europe, is the query of every sane operator. 

The situation is the legitimate outcome of a 
limited supply, which is far short of usual re- 
quirements. As present values are not in any 
wise due to manipulation, nor again as the re- 
sult of any disturbing incident of the war, 



there can be no question as to the future course 
of the market, and that further advances are 
likely to be realized during the coming months. 
During the week there has been a heavy call 
from Spain, and it is suggested when hostili- 
ties over Cuba cease, values will undoubtedly 
harden, a radical item because of the immense 
call which is sure to come from that quarter. 

Talmage,New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date: Receipts, rough, in- 
clusive of amount carried over, 536,450 sacks ; 
last year, 570,000; sales, cleaned (estimated), 
121,265 barrels; last year, 109,150 barrels. 
Market dull ; all mills stopped pounding. Un- 
der light supply prices firm. Foreign in good 
request. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
69,470 barrels; sales, 58,930 barrels. Summer 
conditions prevail. Trifling movement In do- 
mestic ; fair demand in foreign sorts. 



Cuba and Porto Rico. 

Washington, May 19.— In response to the 
demand for information in regard to Cuba and 
Porto Rico, the bureau of foreign commerce, 
Department of State, to-day issued a bulletin 
containing much interesting information, 
drawn from consular reports and other official 
data, concerning the geography, products, 
commerce, railways, debt, cables, etc., of 
these islands. It includes also detailed de- 
scriptions of all the large cities. It is pointed 
out that if the land suitable to the growth of 
sugar cane was devoted to that industry, Cuba 
might supply the entire western hemisphere 
with sugar. The island already has produced 
in a single year for export 1,000,000 tons, and 
its capabilities have been only in the experi- 
mental stage. Although settled more than 
fifty years before the United States, Cuba still 
has 13,000,000 acres of primeval forests, in- 
cluding mahogany, red wood, ebony and many 
other valuable woods. In a recent report 
from Consul Hyatt, the richness of the min- 
eral deposits about Santiago de Cuba is point- 
ed out. American companies, with a com- 
bined capital of over $5,000,000, now operate 
mines l^ *.i,ig vicinity and employ from 800 to 
1400 mft g^jipplnjc to the United States from 
30,000 - ' rO 000 tons of iron ore per month. 



most of it going to Bethlehem, Steelton, Spar- 
rows' Point and Pittsburg. These iron ores 
are said to be among the richest in the world. 
Mr. Hyatt believes that the old copper mines 
in the same vicinity, which used to turn out 
$3,000,000 worth of copper ore annually for 
use in the United States, could be worked with 
profit. The extent of the tobacco and sugar 
industries are given in detail, although these 
have 'suffered seriously as a result of the last 
three years of warfare. About 80,000 of the 
inhabitants are ordinarily engaged in the cul- 
tivation of tobacco. The Cuban debt is placed 
at $295,000,000 or about $979 per inhabitant. 

The description of Porto Rico is especially 
interesting in the account of San Juan harbor. 
It states that the entrance to the harbor is one 
of difficulty and danger, particularly when a 
norther is blowing. The " boca," or entrance 
to the harbor, is a mass of seething, foaming 
water, and presents an imposing spectacle. 
To see steamers of from 16 to 18 feet draft 
enter through this seething ^^ boca " is a sight 
to be remembered, as the great waves lift them 
up and seem about to hurl them forward to 
destruction. San Juan is described as a per- 
fect specimen of a walled town, with moat, 
gates and battlements. The description of the 
various cities, both in Cuba and Porto Rico, 
shows that yellow fever and small-pox are 
everywhere prevalent, thAt the streets reek 
with filth, that the water supply is poor and 
unusually polluted, and that modern sanitary 
methods are unknown. 



Obstacles to a Reciprocity Treaty 
with Brazil. 

The Brazilian Congress was opened on May 
3, by the reading of the message of the presi- 
dent, General Campos Salles. In the course 
of the message the president said that he had 
refused to renew the reciprocity treaty with 
the United States, though the government of 
the United States had asked for its renewal, 
on account of the ^reat loss in the receipts 
which was recorded durln>jr the year 1897. 
During that period tt appears the receipts 
were 312,000,000 milreas (one milreis equaU 
54.6 cents), against 344,989,371 milreis in 1896. 
The expenses in 1897 were 315,444,000 milreis. 
The receipts of 1898 are now estimated at 
338,120,000 milreis.— PAi7adeZpAia Manufact- 
wrer. May 7. 
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WANTS. 



W« will pttbUsh la thla cotnmii, fnt of ch«rfe until 
fnttcr notioe, the appUcatloiM of all managtn, orer- 
•MM, osffliioen and sugar maken, and othen who may 
ht ■wlrlnt poritteM in the conntrri uid also the wants 
•f plaatefs deslriaic to employ any or these. 

WANTED— POSITION ON A SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion as manager or assistant for winter; also 
next year if everything proves sstlsf sctory ; can come 
October i and bring 50 or 100 hands for grinding if 
wanted; have had much experience in planting and 
managing labor. Address K., Greensbarg, St. Helena 
parish, La. 5-36-0 

WANTED— A POSITION BY AN BXPBRI- 
enced engineer and machinist, thoroughly is- 
miliar with all classes of sugar house and refinery 
machinerr, and can furnish first-class references from 
employers for the past fifteen ye^rs. Address J. E.» 5151 
Magazine street. New Orleans. 5-a4^98 

-fXTANTED— A SUGAR OR MOLASSES BARREL 

*^ maker would like a position on a plantation, or in 
the citr; can furnish references. Address LOUIS 
ROGERS, S901 Bienville sueet, city. 5-21-98 

tXTANTED — POSITION BY A FIRSTCL^SS 
V V sugar chemist of long experience, competent to 
take charge of any department of sugar manufacture; 
excellent recommendations. Address CLEMEN (» 
DOMES, 147 Green street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 5*i9*9& 

TTT ANTED — A FIRST - CLASS ASSISTANT 

Yy vacuum pan sugar maker: give references 

Address, Lock Box i93,Tatterson, La. 5*19^ 



W 



ANTED— A TECHNICAL, EDUCATED MAN, 
with three years* experience in Europe, and com- 
petent to conduct a beet sugar factory, wants anv posi- 
tion where he can make himself useful. Address 
HOB ROC, 46 Cabot street, Boston, Mass. 5-so-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS TRAMWAY EN 
gineer. Address A. E. 
Nashville avenue, New Orleans, 



E. HUTCHINSON, 740 
5-»<>-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR HOU^E 
engineer, for construction, repairs and general 
work. Satisfactory references as to ability and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, ioa6 Jena street. 
New Orleans. S-io 98. 

WANTED — A iPOSITION AS RAILROAD 
trackman on some plantation. Address E., SL 
Bernard P. O., La. 5*io-9'5. 



WANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHER OR SIM- 
ilar for coming season, by experienced man of 35^ 
first-class recommendation; well posted on general 
office work; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address E., care L. Schuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solmt P. O., Ascension parish. La. 5 3-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A PIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop ; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dress ,D. W. B., No. 7S0 Valmont street. New Orleans, 
L»« S-3 9^ 

WANTED-BY A FIRSTCLASS MACHINIST 
and engineer, fifteen years' experience in refineries 
and sugar houses : can gire first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WESTON, 740 Poydras street, New 
Orleans, La. 4-36-98 



WANTED -BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 
tle, open pan and vacuum pan sugar maker, a 
position for this coming grindingseason; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX bBRPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4-37-98 



■fXTANTED- POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
*^ assistant manager, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a staole; I am a married man, 30 years 
old; have good references as to habits and capability; 
all letters will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DBETRICH, Hammond, La. 4-23-98 



WANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box s, Natchitoches, La. 4-so-q8 



WANTED— ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having experienee. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is now open 
for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the united States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street, New Orleans, 
La. 4-6-98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR AS- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantation; can five 
best of references as to ability and character. Address 
500, care Plantbr. 



W 



ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 

would like an engagement for the comingseason ; 

recommendors the best in the State. '*" * "'" 



W 



Eureka, St. Louis county. Mo. 



Address J. FRANZ. 
469S 



WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
youltry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, OentervilVe, La. 4-5-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my tormer em- 
ployers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
I. R. C, 1319 Magaxine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
leferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
lerred. Address GO VERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 



-IXTANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
*^ Painter; can give good references. Address soo, 
this office. 4-9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr.,No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 
3-a»98« 

TX7ANTED-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ periencein heavy framing and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug^r houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KBEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



IITANTBD— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 

y V competent sugar boiler, who has had many years* 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling: understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. S. 
MOORE, S85 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

,.35.98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 

a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 

plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 

reaeon given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 

Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-16-98 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 25 YEARS' EX- 
perienct in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonials Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchange, 
E 15, New York. 3-17*98 



W A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3-17-98 



fXT ANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
VV large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicating with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, speciallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most mooem machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis. Ind. 

3-96-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacnnm pan sugar boiler, five years' experiencer 
for 1898 crop ; be«t of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H.J.bAVOY.PalnconrtviUe.La. 318^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGI- 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and take o£f 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp etreet. New Orleans, 



WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES Po- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for further particulars, W.J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-96 

WANTED— A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take job work: can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3*5-9B 

-fXTANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
** ice-house work; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
' • ■ Address 

3-4-98 



house eng 



r * can furnish good references. 



igineer ' i 
F. G. LilRENZ, 435 Chartres'street, city. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarising; habiu strictly temperate; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. K., care 
Louisiana PLANTsn. a-si-98. 



WANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 
a pofiltion as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Adcfiress F. F. MSR- 



WIN, Le Compte, La. 



a-S3-98. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION Ao MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a y onng 



married man, 38 years of age ; have had long years of ex' 
perieoce in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
Planter, 518 and 5S0 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

s-a4-98 



WANTED— IRI8H.AMEBICAN, s6 YEARS OP 
age, honest, capable and efficient, desires posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, SUtion O, Philadelphia, Pa. s.S-98 



ANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
. . sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. s-8-98 



W 



WANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
season; first-class references furnished. Address 
H. G. Hill, Ponchatoula, La. 3->6-^ 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boiler in some Isrge factory. Best of refer- 
ences given. W. B., Box 6a, Donaldsonville, La. 
3-3'-98- 

TXTANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^ V and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 

1-34-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the coming seasop. Have had five years* experi- 
ence and can furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRS, Central, La. i-so-96 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen jrears' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work ; best of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R. J. W., 8S4 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-98 



■ 
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McCall A Legendre, 
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W. C. Stubbs, 
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y. N. Pharr, 
ules J.Jacob. 
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The Louisiana Sus^ar Planters' 
Association. 

The June meeting of this association 
will be held on Thursday evening, June 
9, at 8 o'clock, at 339 Carondelet street, 
New Orleans. The subject for discus- 
sion is **The Use of Lime and Sulphur 
in 8ugar House Work.'' Professor 
Blouin, of the Sugar Experiment Sta- 
tion, and several other gentlemen, will 
read papers, and one of the most inter- 
esting meetings of the year is antici- 
pated. A large attendance is requested 
and expected, as the gentlemen who 
have given their time and thought to 
the preparation of the valuable papers 
which will be presented deserve the 
compliment of a large and representa- 
tive audience. They have labored earn- 
estly and arduously and, moreover, 
gratuitously, have studied the subject 
deeply and thoroughly, and should re- 
ceive all the encouragement that it is 
possible for our [planters to give them. 
Let there be a well attended meeting, 
then, next Thursday night. 



The Louisiana Cane Crop. 

The advent of desultory and local 
rains in various parts of the sugar dis- 
trict has been hailed with extreme satis- 
faction by those who were so fortunate 
as to be thus favored, while those sec- 
tions which have not yet been visited by 
them are encouraged to believe that 
their own turn will shortly arrive. A 
root-soaking rain is in great demand 
and would go far to retrieve the unde- 
niably backward condition of the crop. 
At this writing lowering clouds indicate 
that rain, and a good deal of it, is not 
far off. We trust it may not prove a 
false alarm. 



Foundry men's Association. 

The third convention of the American 
Foundrymen's Association will be held 
at Cincinnati, June 7, 8, 9, 10. The 
Philadelphia Foundrymen's Association 



is arranging for special train service to 
Cincinnati for this important occasion 
and we may be sure that these men of 
iron will make a good showing in the 
Queen City of the West. 

The iron workers of the United States 
while thus convening in Cincinnati 
could hardly do better than to visit 
Louisiana before returning home, and 
thus see the vast capacity of this country 
for sugar production and for the con- 
sumption of the excellent machinery 
our iron workers are so willing to sup- 
ply to us. ^_.^___^ 

Queer Stock Feed. 

It seems strange to many persons in 
the North that the planters of Louisiana 
should be feeding molasses to their live 
stock in such large quantities as is now 
the custom. Notwithstanding this, how- 
ever, for perhaps half a century low 
grade sugar and molasses have been fed 
in greater or less quantities to live stock 
ip Europe with eminent satisfaction. 

The news now comes to us that some 
of the farmers in Fresno county, Cali- 
fornia, are feeding raisins to their 
horses. Barley is worth $30 per ton, 
while the cheapest grade of raisins is 
worth $20 per ton. The horses take 
kindly to the change of diet and are 
thus fed on the raisins or dried grapes, 
and we presume they do it without any 
fear of appendicitis. 



Shreveport as a Syrup and Molasses 
Centre. 

Through the efforts of one of our 
correspondents we have secured some 
data concerning the proposed syrup and 
molasses refinery and glucose factory 
which are to be established at Shreve- 
port, La.\ for the purpose of distribut- 
ing the saccharine products of the Red 
river valley, and even of the lower par- 
ishes, in that vast area of country 
tributary to Shreveport, comprising 
large sections of Louisiana, Texas and 
Arkansas. Messrs. Penick & Ford, of 
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Shreveport, who are largely engaged in 
the sugar business, distributed over a 
hundred thousand barrels lasi: season in 
the country adjacent to Shreveport, and 
are now endeavoring to secure for their 
city the syrup and molasses business of 
the same section of country, the demand 
for these goods having been hitherto 
supplied from St. Louis. It may seem 
a little singular, but the molasses com- 
ing from Louisiana sugar factories was 
sent first to St. Louis to be manipulated, 
with a view of improving its taste, color 
and general appearance. Very little 
came from New Orleans direct, as the 
freights to this territory were generally 
higher from New Orleans than from St. 
Louis. 

In order to supply this trade Messrs. 
Penick & Ford have prepared their 
establishment. They claim to have no 
use for low grade molasses, such as are 
made where third sugars are produced. 
Their raw material is pure syrup, open 
kettle molasses and good molasses from 
second sugars. In their establishment 
the syrup or molasses is usually reboiled 
to make it less subject to fermentation ; 
they have a large number, more than 
sixty, different grades to supply deal- 
ers according to local preferences. The 
molasses, after reboiling, is either sold 
pure, or mixed with glucose to produce 
the desired color, and it is usually flav- 
ored with extracts in order to improve 
its taste. The molasses used in the above 
connection is all obtained from Louisi- 
ana sugar houses, while the glucose 
comas from the North, but Messrs. 
Penick & Ford are contemplating 
establishing a glucose factory at Shreve- 
port with a view of obtaining the corn 
from the Red river valley. 

This enterprise during the coming 
grinding season will afford a market for 
perhaps more than a hundred thousand 
barrels of Louisiana molasses, and it is 
said at higher pnces than similar dealers 
in New Orleans could afford to pay 
The factory as it stands can easily manip- 
ulate 600 barrels per day of ten hours 
and with a slight addition its capacity 
can be doubled. The factory owns a 
tank car line by which all glucose is re- 
ceived, and will this year be prepared to 
furnish such planters as have their 
establishments properly arranged with 
tank cars so as to avoid the large but 
unnecessary cooperage expenses, the 
original barrel being of but little value 



in Shreveport, as all the molasses after 
being manipulated is put up in hand- 
some white oak barrels. 

The capacity of the Red river valley 
for cane growing is simply enormous. 
A considerable production was developed 
before the war as far up the river as 
Natchitoches, but since that time cotton 
has been considered the more profitable 
crop. The present low prices of cotton 
will, however, doubtless concentrate 



more attention upon the growing of 
sugar cane, and the cane products of the 
valley of the Red river promise to 
largely increase in the future and be- 
come a conspicuous element of trade 
there, which fact we see recognized by 
Messrs. Penick & Ford in their large 
business now established in Shreveport. 



Hon. Andrew Price and Mrs. Price were 
guests of the St. Charles Hotel on Wednesday. 



American Cane Mills for Forels^n Countries. 

We illustrate herewith the " Improved Cuba " Cane Mill, recently designed and bniltby 
the Geo. L. Squler Manufacturing Company Buffalo^ N. Y., for one of their customers in a 
foreign country. 

A mill was required by the purchaser which should be extra strong and of the latest design 
and model in the way of construction, finish, arrangement of turnplate. etc. After careful 
comparison of designs submitted by foreign manufacturers, the contract was awarded to the 
Geo. L. Squier Manufacturing Company, of Buffalo, N. Y. 

The mill is furnished in many sizes, the smallest having rolls nine inches in diameter by 
fourteen inches long, and the larj^est having rolls thirty-six inches in diameter by sixty-eight 
inches long. 

The frames of the mills are of a new design, combining strength with an anusually 
sightly appearance. The shafts, which are placed in rolls under hydraulic pressure, are extra 
large, those for the 24 x 48 inch rolls in mills illustrated above being 10)^ inches diameter at 
journals. The journal bearings are also larger than customary, being 14 to 18 inches long, and 
are made of the best an ti- friction metal. 

The distribution of metal throughout the mill is such as to secure a correct proportion in 
all its parts, so that each part, whether gear, frame, roll or shaft, is calculated to a nicety to 
its appropriate work, and to be subject only to its proportion of strain. 

The stay bolts are also of extra size and strength, and furnished with double wrought iron 
nuts. The roll gears are of double helical type, and flanged. The pinions are also extra 
heavy and flanged. Eubber springs of special composition are applied in such a manner that 
they can be used or not, according to the desire of the purchaser. 

The Geo. L. Squier Manufacturing Company are to be congratulated upon a mill that both 
in quality and price merited the order referred to, in face of severe competition from 
other countries. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Ascension. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Most portions of 
this parish have been favored with one or two 
showers daring the past week, greatly to the 
relief of the entire population, for not only 
were the crops suffering severely from the 
drought, but the supply of drinking water for 
man and beast was running very short. Much 
more rain is needed to counteract the deleteri- 
oua effects of the long dry spell, and it is en- 
<K>uraging to note that the outlook at this 
writing seems favorable for the supplying of 
this want. 

The only planter I have yet met who actually 
complains of getting more moisture than was 
needed for the good of his crop is Mr. U. B. 
Dugas, of Assumption. This gentleman says 
there was a heavier rain at Sweet Home last 
week than was desirable. What a pity some 
of it couldn't have been portioned out to the 
places in this section that are suffering for the 
lack of such a visitation. 

From all directions come pleasant reports of 
the revivifying effects of the rain upon the 
erstwhile drooping crops. Even black land 
cane that seemed to be actually dying in the 
fields is looking up wonderfully since receiving 
the gentle baptism with " the dews of heaven," 
and if there are occasional repetitions of the 
welcome sprinkling in the near future, we 
shall no doubt hear some tall stories of the 
recuperation and growth of the sugar pro- 
ducing plant in this section of the vineyard. 
Stubble, as a rule, is in better condition than 
plant cane, showing the effects of the drought 
in a much less degree. 

The Belle Helene sugar factory in this par- 
ish and the Belle Terre in Assumption are un- 
dergoing a course of renovation and enlarge- 
ment that is not very far removed from tht 
construction of entirely new establishments. 
The main object which the Belle Helene Com- 
pany and Messrs. Bernard Lemann A Bro. 
have in view is an increase of the capacity of 
their factories. The former concern intend to 
branch out much more extensively than here- 
tofore in the purchase of cane from outsiders. 
Contracts, for a considerable supply have 
already been entered into, and a number of 
others are in contemplation. Messrs. Reuss & 
Klos are showing a spirit of push and enter- 
prise in this direction that merits success. 

The enlargement of Belle Terre's capacity 
is being accomplished in order that the work 
of taking off the crop of the Peytavin, Dugas 
and Perseverance plantations, heretofore done 
at Peytavin factory, may be handled solely at 
Belle Terre, thus effecting a considerable 
economy in running expenses during the 
grinding season and no doubt insuring better 
mill and factory results. 

Extensive improvements are also under way 
at St. Emma and Evan Hall, and more or less 
work is being done, or soon to be undertaken, 
in nearly all the other factories of the parish. 

Last year's cotton crop was doubtless the 
largest ever produced in this parish. A state- 



ment from a reliable source places the output 

of the several gins at the following figures : 

Bales. 
0. A. Bullion & Co., Hope Villa, Stella 

B. gin 1,850 

Picard A Geismar, Dutchtown, Live Oak 

gin 1,424 

Gk)msales Bros., Gonzales, Lena B. gin.... 1,106 
Picard <t Geismar, Gonzales, Rescue gin.. 1,030 

Klos-Gondran Co., Belle Helene 1,055 

Barman & Dyer, St. Amant 707 

Total 7,172 

From these figures it will be seen that, be- 
sides occupying a place in the front rank of 
sugar panshes. Ascension is no small potato 
as a cotton-producing parish. 

Next Tuesday will be " Abspa ■' day, and 
there should be an interesting gathering of the 
planters of Ascension. 

Iberville. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The drought has 
been broken, at least to a certain extent, for 
fine showers have fallen in several parts of the 
parish. The larger part of the parish however 
still suffers, and the dust in the towns and 
villages is almost unbearable. Work continues 
and the crops are doing as well as could be 
expected under the circumstances. Those 
parties who have been favored with rain, it is 
needless to say, are jubilant, and a rapid im- 
provement in their crops may be noticed. 
Among the places favored with rain in the last 
few days are the Laurel Ridge, of Mrs. J. S. 
Tuttle, in the first ward, and that stretch from 
Allemania plantation of the J. Reuss Planting 
Company, Limited, to the St. Louis plantation 
of the Edward J. Gay Planting and Manufact- 
uring Company, Limited, both included. 

The crops on Mr. L. M. Soniat's Cedar 
Grove and Whitecastle plantations are look- 
ing well, in spite of dry weather. This fact is 
due, Mr. Soniat says, to his system of irriga- 
tion — with the hoe and cultivator. Some of 
the com planted in land where seed cane had 
been put down was fertilized with a new lime 
fertilizer, and is the largest and finest com on 
the place, and Mr. Soniat is well pleased with 
it. 

The sugar house on which will be made the 
greatest improvements this year is that on the 
Myrtle Grove plantation of Messrs. Frederick 
and John Wilbert, of Plaquemine. These 
gentlemen never do things by halves. 
Besides the new mill to be built by the 
Fulton Iron works, they have contracted 
with Messrs. Haubtman & I^eb, of New Or- 
leans, for a 9-foot vacuum pan, six clarifiers, 
four filter presses, two lime mixers, one triple 
lime pump, one 16-foot juice tank, etc. The 
sugar house will be remodeled and modernized 
in all of. its parts, and in extraction and effi- 
ciencv will cope with the best. A large stable 
has lately been erected on this place and miles 
of new ditches are being dug. A large force of 
mechanics is kept constantly employed, and it 
is now a difficult task to find an idle carpenter 
in the parish. Myrtle Grove will be in the mar- 
ket for all the cane raised on Bayou Jacob and 
a bright future is in store for the farmers in 
that Section. The crop on Myrtle Grove is in 
& flo^^hii^S condition, but it needs rain. 



Mr. Charles Tircuit, of St. Jamos, is again 
in our parish, and rumor hath it tliat he will 
soon resume the cultivation of sugar cane 
here. 

Mr. John H. Murphy, of New Orleans, a 
prominent contractor and manufacturer of 
sugar house machineri', was at Plaquemine 
last Saturday looking after several contracts in 
that neighborhood. 

The amount of com raised on Nottoway 
plantation last year was 0600 barrels instead of 
660 as reported in la>t week's correspondence. 

Your correspondent has lately visited por- 
tions of Grant and Rapides parishes. The 
weather has been more favorable there than 
in Iberville, and a bountiful rain fell a few 
days since. Crops look well, particularly the 
com. Patches of cane could be seen all along 
the roads, and the question of establishing a 
central factory at Alexandria is still being 
agitated. The oil companies in that section 
pay only $5 per ton for cotton seed. It will be 
seen that the prices the sugar planters are 
charged for meal is entirely out of proportion. 
There is no wonder then that dividends of 25 
per cent, and more can be declared annually 
by these corporations. Iberville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

[Special Oorretpondence. I 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The drought that 
has prevailed in this section since April 19 was 
broken yesterday"(Thursday) by a rain which, 
though not sufficient for all purposes, was of 
great benefit to the parched crops. For sev- 
eral weeks the situation here has beeh serious. 
A few fairly good crops were found here and 
there, but the cane, taken as a whole, was in a 
bad condition. Much of it in black land 
had begun to wither and die; yellow leaves 
were found in abundance, even in sandy land. 
In short, the entire crop is exceedingly back- 
ward. It therefore necessarily follows that the 
planters will be late— later than ever before— 
in laying by the crop. The only favorable 
feature of the situation is the fact that the crop 
has been thoroughly worked, the fields pre- 
senting the appearance of well- tilled gardens. 
The condition of the com crop is regarded 
as being almost desperate. In some fields 
com can be seen tasseling with the merest 
'* nubbins,^' or no ears at all on the stalks. 
Like cane, the entire crop is small and de- 
cidedly backward. From present appear- 
ances our planters will be fortunate if they 
make half a crop. Just what effect yester- 
day^s rain will have on the crop, to what ex- 
tent that rain was general, and how much 
more we are liable to have in the near future, 
are problems that time alone can solve. Mean- 
time everybody is hoping for the best in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

[Speolal Oorrespondenoe.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: At last the drought 
has been interrupted by light rains, although 
the lower portion of the parish is still suffer- 
ing. The upper part, however, has been 
greatly favored and in consequence there is a 
marked difference in th«^ appearance of the 
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crops. NovfTbere has there been a sufficiency 
of rain, even where there has been the heaviest 
fall, but the effect where there has been any 
at all has been wonderful, and the thrift of 
both cane and corn, the deep rich color, all show 
that its recovery from the effect of the pro- 
longed dry weather is almost miraculous. In 
the neighborhood of Tallleu P. O. there was 
but little rain, bu^ as the clouds are again 
lowering we trust that they will soon be 
blessed with abundan^^ showers. Previous to 
the rain the plant ca. «> was in some black 
land actually dying for the want of moisture, 
and, as a planter remarked to me, the com at 
midday cnrled up like cigarette papers when 
rolled. The peas too were lying idle in the 
ground, and it is feared that the rain has come 
too late to insure a perfect stand. A ride this 
morning from Woodlawn to Elmfield revealed 
some very fine crops, notwithstanding the 
drought, and they have certainly been beauti- 
fully worked. Rosedale has some stubble that 
is almost large enough to lay by, and Made- 
wood's field looks green and fiourishing. It is 
needless to speak of Elmfield, as Mr. Monnot 
never had a poor crop. Like the Irishman's 
whiskey it is always good, though sometimes 
better than at others. The corn crop promises 
everywhere to be unusually good, and with a 
few more showers it can be called safe. 

A ride through Magnolia showed a fair crop 
despite the long-continued dry weather— in fact 
the cane is just fairly feeling the effect of the 
fertilizers applied, there not having been 
enough moisture in the ground hitherto for 
the crops to assimilate the nourishment there- 
in contained. Mr. Barton will have nearly a 
new house when he completes his present 
additions. He says that he is building to suit 
himself, and will have ample room and plenty 
of light — two requisites sometimes neglected 
in these days when space is money. We were 
shown some third sugars that were being dried 
out, and they were remarkably fine, reflecting 
great credit on his sugar maker. As they sold 
on the open market at above quotations, viz. : 
4xV cents per pound, it follows that they are 
hard to beat. 

Miss Helen Dodd, who has been spending 
some time at Magnolia, will return in a few 
days to New Orleans. 

Mr. Barton speaks next year of extending a 
track to his back place, which he contemplates 
putting into cane at an early date. Major 
Burbank is hard at work erecting his improve- 
ments, and will have a model house when 
completed. 

We understand that the railroad has secured 
most of its rights of way, and that it may ex- 
tend to Glenwood the present year. Work is 
going rapidly ahead in the grading of it, and 
every one hopes that it will be soon ready for 
business. The small planters will reap the 
benefit of competition, and if the road deals 
fairly with the people it will be a great bless- 
ing to all. The inauguration of two daily 
boats from Donaldsonville to Napoleonville 
evinces the spirit of enterprise that is so com- 
mendable. Having two daily mails, as well as 
affording passenger and express facilities, it is 
to be hoped that success will crown the efforts 



of the public-spirited men behind this new 
undertaking. 

A recent visit to Grand Bayou shows that 
with proper pumping facilities much rice can 
be raised In this neighborhood. The present 
price of this cereal, as well as the strong 
market for sugar, afford much source of con- 
gratulation to the agricultural community. As 
I write the gathering darkness and distant 
thunder indicate the near approach of a wel- 
come shower, and it is to be hoped that it will 
be general and heavy. A hailstorm of some 
little severity, but local in extent, was* a visitor 
to our parish last week. 

The rains are needed not only for crops and 
gardens, but people as well. Stock have suf- 
fered inconvenience for lack of water, and 
there has been some little sickness experi- 
enced, due in part at least to defective water. 

Mayor Paul Leche, of Donaldsonville, is in 
Napoleonville to-day, and reports Ascension 
to have had some good showers of late. 

Mr. Flower, on Woodlawn, irrigated from 
the Lafourche a few arpents of stubble to its 
great benefit. But of this More Anon. 



Terrebonne. 



[Special Oorrespondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Local showers 
have fallen in some portions of the parish, yet 
in others there has been a noted absence of 
rainfall, and this May has proved one of the 
driest on record. The lower portion of the 
parish has suffered more for want of rain than 
parts of the upper; and drinking water for 
man and beast has become s<uirce, as the water 
in the lower bayous is brackish. But for the 
strong south winds from the gulf the heat 
would have proved very oppressive — the latter 
part of the month having been warmer than 
ever experienced during May in the past thirty 
years. Many labor under the impression that 
this has been a phenomenally dry season ; yet 
it can not compare to the spring of 1870, when 
there was in this parish only a light shower 
from the beginning of Marqh until after the 
middle of June. 

That the majority of the fields of cane are 
small for the 1st of June must be freely 
admitted, particularly the plant canes, which 
have been retarded by the dry weather more 
than the ratoons, yet the crops have a much 
better color than one might expect under the 
circumstances, as the majority of the fields 
were in bad condition when planted. 

On numbers of places sufficient rain has not 
fallen to cause grass seeds to germinate, but 
where such has been the case, cultivators, 
ploughs, etc., are busy destroying the young 
vegetation and some are beginning to virtually 
lay by, fearing that the rainy season may set in 
this season before the month of July. As a 
rule the com crop is small for the season, yet 
the color can not be complained of, particu- 
larly in the low fields, where the crop often 
suffers from an excess of moisture. 

The crops on the lower Bayou Black, on the 
Orange Grove, of Messrs. Dupont & Jollet; 
on the Flora and Belle Farm, of Mr. C. W. 
Bocage, and on Waterproof, Lucerne Farm 
and Roseland. of Mr. John D. Minor, have 



had but little rain, yet they are, as seen from 
the road, small in places, yet superior to last 
year, particularly on Flora and the latter 
three places. 

The dredgeboat W. L. Shaffer was seen at 
work about a third of a mile below the resi- 
dence on Orange Grove. The boat has been 
altered and now has a boom of seventy feet, 
with which the mud is deposited in the public 
road on the lower side of the bavou. The 
boat is now about four miles above where a 
canal was cut into the Bayou Tiger basin. A 
little below where the boat is now operating 
the distance to the head of Bayou Tiger is only 
about eight acres. A canal cut there from the 
Black to the Tiger bayou would give tide 
level to the basin and benefit the owners on the 
upper and lower Black on each side; particu- 
larly if the Southdown dredgeboat should 
operate down as far as Orange Grove. Con- 
jointly the work could be done at compara* 
tively small cost to interested proprietors. 

Wednesday of last week was fine in the 
morning, with local rains in the afternoon; 
Thursday partially cloudy and very warm; 
Friday fair before noon, with local showere 
later; Saturday clouds and sunshine and ex- 
tremely hot; Sunday and Monday partly 
cloudy; Tuesday heavy fog, with local rains 
in the afternoon; Wednesday heavy fog, with 
white caps in the south, indicating showers. 
The official weekly report from Schriever is as 
follows : 

Temperature. Sunshine. Rainfall. 
May 23 91 66 .5Q 41 

" 24 93 62 100 

" 26 94 64 100 

" 26 96 74 100 

" 27 96 68 100 

" 28 97 66 100 Trace. 

" 29 : 92 64 100 



94 



64 



.93 41 

Terrebomnb. 



Vermilion* 



fSpeclal Oorrespondenoe.l 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather still 
continues dry and hot; it is so dry, in fact, 
that com is dying and cane is turning yellow. 
It has not rained enough here for the past six 
weeks to wet the surface of the ground. Farm 
work is at a dead standstill, and farmers are 
nearly as completely wilted out as the crops. 
Unless rain comes to our assistance within the 
next few days early com will be a complete fail- 
ure and cane will have received a backset that 
it will be almost impossible to recover from. 
Slight showers have fallen in some parts of the 
parish, but the ground being so very dry the 
effects were of short duration. In the adjoin- 
ing parishes north and west, we understand 
that good rains have fallen within the last few 
days, and with the thermometer registering 90 
deg., as it has been here, it should soon visit 
us. Cotton is the only plant that does not seem 
to be suffering for rain. Providence rice is 
dying ; that is, that part of it which was planted 
early. The providence crop is not more than 
half planted, and it is absolutely useless to at- 
tempt to seed any more till it rains. Rice along 
the several canals is looking splendidly, and it 
is not at all suffering for water. Messrs. Wise 
and Lyons have several hundred acres just 
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west of Abbeville that they are flooding now. 
They are also prepared to furnish water to a 
number of their neighbors in the immediate 
neighborhood. We are informed that the 
Vermilion Development Company has started 
their immense plant to work in West Ver- 
milion, and are now pulling over 200,000 
gallons of water per minute from the Bayou 
de Queue Tortue. They will be able to 
furnish all the water necessary for the rice in 
the neighborhood of their canals. A part of 
the machinery for the Hall-Slutz Irrigating 
Company has arrived and has been carried 
down to their pumping station on Little Bayou 
on the steamer Why Not. The pumps for this 
oanal have not arrived yet, and their being late 
will cause considerable damage to the rice 
Along the canal, which is now large enough to 
have an inch of water on it. Mr. 6. W. Hall, 
of the company, told the Planter corre- 
gpondent a few days ago that it would be the 
90th of June before the pumps would be in 
working order. 

Civil engineers have been working diligently 
for the past ten days in West Vermilion, for 
some purpose, we know not what. It is re- 
ported that they are taking observations and 
levels for a railroad, but they will not commit 
themselves. However, we know that it is for 
Bome proposed improvement that may be 
looked for at some day not far in the future. 

Mr. A. C. Hall, of the Hall-Slutz Irrigat- 
ing Company, is in town attending to business 
pertaining to the canal. 

Mr. W. H. Lovegrove, vice president of the 
Hall-Slutz Company, was in Abbeville this 
week. Mr. Lovegrove has headquarters in 
New Orleans. 

Mr. Adrien Nunez, of Live Oak plantation 
on lower Vermilion, spent several days in Ab- 
beville the past week. 

Mr. J. T. Gillentine, of Wright, La., a mer- 
chant and prominent rice planter of that place, 
was in Abbeville on business a few days ago. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The prevailing 
opinion to-day expressed by the farmers who 
cultivate the rich soil bordering on Bayou 
Boeuf in St. Landry, Avoyelles and Rapides 
parishes is that unless the weather soon 
changes so that they can get more rain, the 
com crop will practically be a failure. 

The Planter's ecribe was at Barbreck on 
the 27th and 28th of May, and while there was 
pleased to meet and converse with not a few 
of the foremost planters and farmers from the 
surrounding country, all of whom seemed 
anxious for rain, but moreso for the benefit of 
com, than cane or cotton. 

The cane crops on Barbreck plantation and 
adjoining places, from all reports furnished 
The Planter's correspondent, are as prom- 
ising as could well be wished for, when we 
take into consideration the extreme dry 
weather which prevailed through the month 
of May. The crops of com, cane and cotton 
on Barbreck, under the management of Mr. 
Henry Shaw, assisted by Mr. Wm. H. Lewis, 
liave been worked with care and present a fine 



appearance. The cane in particular is very 
promising considering the past four weeks of 
prevailing dry weather in which it has had to 
grow. Mr. Shaw has just finished harvesting 
a crop of splendid oats, which, if threshed, 
would have measured from 1000 to 1200 
bushels. While I do not intend to criticise the 
methods employed by any one in the harvesting 
of grain or other crops, I can not but believe 
that it would be money in the planter's pocket 
to employ some good make of harvester and 
binder instead of the mowing machine when 
cutting oats, rye or millet. 

Mr. J. H. Phillips, of the firm of PhiUips & 
Haynes, merchants, Barbreck, has on his fine 
place fifty-four acres of as promising plant 
cane as any one might wish to see at this date 
and season of the year, and thirty acres of 
first year's stubble presenting a decidedly fine 
appearance, besides 100 acres to com, which 
has been neatly worked, but shows signs of 
wanting rain — in some places seriously so. 
Eighty-eight acres to cotton is very promising, 
but a rain would be beneficial to it. 

Mr. Phillips informed me that he had found 
nothing better than the pea for building up 
and fitting his soil with matter to promote both 
growth and sugar into the canes. 

With regard to the cultivation of cane, Mr. 
Phillips says that he finds subsoiling the 
middles of his cane rows, just before or at 
laying by highly beneficial, not only to the 
land, but it adds materially to the growth of 
the cane by promoting root growth, which 
nature demands to fully sustain and promote 
life and perfect maturity. 

These columns, as far as I now remember,, 
were the first to call attention to the advantages 
to be obtained through subsoiling the middles 
between the growing canes, and if I mistake 
not, Mr. C. G. Fuselier, manager of the Pow- 
hontas plantation, was the first planter in this 
part of the country to adopt this method in 
treating cane. I am pleased to find, but not 
claiming any credit for the same, that there 
are many others besides Mr. Fuselier who now 
acknowledge the beneficent effect brought to 
their crops through the employment of the 
subsoil plow just before or at date of laying 
by cane. But to retum for a moment to Mr. 
Phillips' fine place, 1 have to mention that 
his fields are in easy hauling distance of the 
Augusta sugar factory now under construc- 
tion. Mr. ^tiillips will increase his acreage 
to pease for planting cane next year and grow 
less cotton. 

The Anchorage plantation one of Mr. J. M. 
Payne's fine places, situated just below Bar- 
breck on Bayou Bceuf, St. Landry, has re- 
cently been purchased by Messrs. Young and 
Hymel, of Centreville, St. Mary. Anchorage 
plantation is managed this year by Mr. Lewis 
Campbell, and the crops on the place are good 
from beginning to finish. At present it is 
understood that Messrs. Young and Hymel 
will put in a sugar factory next season, there 
not being sufficient cane in sight to justify 
building the factory this season. 

It was my pleasure to meet on the 28th ult., 
Mr. J. B. Cobb, manager on the Adeline plan- 
tation, St. Mary. From Mr. Cobb I leamed 
that the planters of St. Mary were looking 



anxiously for rain. Cane on Adeline was 
growing well, and was as promising as it 
could be expected when taking into considera- 
tion the extreme dry season which has pre- 
vailed since February. If I am not mistaken 
Adeline has some 1600 acres to cane and 1000 
to com, all of which is in a fine; state of culti- 
vation, but needing rain. Ttte plantations in 
the vicinity of Adeline have prospects for a 
heavy cane harvest this, coming fall providing 
the seasons are propitio is for growing cane. 

Erin. 



St. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Our parish has 
since last week been visited by two showers, 
but neither proved of any consequence, and 
notwithstanding the overspreading clouds that 
daily seem to be ready to drown the earth, we 
are still in suspense. In some places not a 
drop of rain has been seen within the last two 
entire months, and the consequences are of a 
most dreary and discouraging nature, as some 
of the canes are actually parched and the 
planters say they do not think any power can 
bring them back to their natural condition. 
Last Wednesday again brought some rain to 
our parish, but merely to the lower sections, 
and we trust that the local condition of these 
showers will extend more generally these June 
days, which are naturally of a showery nature. 

The com crop has suffered from lack of 
moisture more than the other; still in some 
places it is doing quite well. 

The course of improvements at the Uncle 
Sam factory is brought to our attention by the 
erection of a new smokestack and the work on 
the outside for the double effect is also visible 
in the distance. 

During the strong wind that preceded last 
Wednesday's shower the old sugar house of St. 
Elina plantation, which is now rented by the 
Messrs. Callery Bros, for rice, was crushed 
down and demolished. Some persons who were 
from the field had taken shelter under its 
roofs to protect themselves from the approach- 
ing storm and came within an ace of losing 
their lives by the crash. 

If we can judge of the pecuniary state of 
affairs by the many pretty residences that are 
now in course of construction in our parish, 
money must be plentiful, or at least the pros- 
pects are promising. 

Mr. CamiUe Jacob, the former owner of 
one-half of Uncle Sara plantation, is having 
an elegant mansion built on his property ad- 
joining the upper line of the Convent Villa, 
which promises to be quite an addition to the 
beautiful, progressive little town. 

Before this goes to press we hope that rain 
will visit and benefit our vicinity. 

Convent. 



Mr. L. F. Suthon, of Houma, La., was a 
guest of the St. Charles on Monday last. 

Mr. H. C. Boas, of Terrebonne, was in the 
city on one of his customary visits during the 
past week and put ap at the Royal. 

Mr. L. E. Callery and Miss Callery, of St. 
James, registered at the Cosmopolitan on 
Monday. 
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KOREIQN LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence. | 

Berlin, May 14, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather dur- 
ing the month of May is in this climate con- 
sidered to be favorable to the crops and for 
vegetation in general, when it is cool and wet, 
and as in the week under review, such has 
been the case in the full meaning of the word. 
The weather, from the standpoint of the agri- 
culturist, should not be blamed, although it 
rained in many sections so fast that floods have 
ensued, and although the temperature ranks 
to such a point as to check entirely the progress 
of vegetation. It may be, however, admitted 
that the inclement weather we have endured 
will ultimately prove beneficial for the cereals 
in the fields, though for the beets it appears 
rather adverse. The rains, in some places in- 
termitting, in others continuous, have greatly 
delayed the sowings of the sugar plant, and the 
instances where they are finished, or nearly so, 
are very rare. As to the germinating and 
coming up of the young beets — that is to say 
of those few which have been sown compara- 
tively early, no complaints are heard. The 
stand of them is even reported to be very com- 
plete, and if the insects now coming forth do 
not cause considerable harm to the plantings, 
the prospects so far and for this part of the 
crop are not bad. The cold and wet weather 
described above has this week extended to all 
beet countries of Europe, except Russia, who, 
benefited by drought and warmth, has been 
able to finish her beet sowings. However, 
France, Austria, Holland and Belgium have 
more or less suffered, and the return of more 
genial weather is anxiously desired, although 
in each of these countries the beet culture this 
year is further advanced than in Germany. 

An Austrian consular report from Galatz, 
Roumania, says that beet culture in that coun- 
try will be fostered as much as possible, al- 
though many experiments have proved down- 
right failures. For tilling the ground near the 
factory of Baku, where an area of about 500 
hectares is intended to be used for beet pro- 
duction, a gang of twelve hundred workmen 
has been engaged in Transylvania aiid in Gal- 
icia, and in the face of the bad experiences 
suffered in late years with other crops, and in 
consequence of the stimulus given to beet 
culture and sugar production by the govern- 
ment, beets will be grown wherever railroad 
facilities offer themselves and where climatic 
and financial conditions can be considered 
favorable for an enterprise of this character. 
At present the country is depending almost 
exclusively on the outturn of the wheat crop, 
but it has been found that beets are paying a 
much higher income. One hectare of wheat 
when cultivated in the manner there in com- 
mon use, without application of stable or arti- 
ficial fertilizers, yields 1.2 to 1.6 tons of wheat, 
which are worth ex railroad depot, 170 francs. 
On the same surface, however, it is said that 
20 to 25 tons of beet can be grown, which are 
valued at 550 francs at railroad station. If 
now 20 francs for straw are added to the for- 



mer crop, and deduct 120 francs as cost of 
production, the clear profit per hectare is 70 
francs. The cost of growing beets is of course 
much higher. It amounts to 353 francs per 
hectare, but nevertheless the profit is much 
larger, amounting to about 200 francs. Based 
on this calculation, which is said to be made 
up as exact as possible, extensive trials will be 
undertaken and have been made in some dis- 
tricts already, the latter resulting in an aver- 
age weight of the grown beets of 1 kilogram 
and 14.58 per cent, sugar, which, no doubt, 
for a beginning, is quite satisfactory both in 
quantity and in quality. 

The government of £gypt has consented to 
the sale of the sugar factories belonging to the 
Daira Sanieh, crown estate of the Khedive. 
The buyers are a syndicate of English, French 
and Egyptian capitalists. The price stipu- 
lated for the transaction is £6,000,000 (Egypt), 
or some $30,000,000. Besides, it is reported, 
that also in Egypt experiments will be made 
with beet culture in cane fields south of Ha- 
wanidieh. A sugar factory belonging to the 
Paris firm of Say <t Co. is to be used for the 
purpose. 

The society for the support of technical and 
administrative ofiicers of sugar factories of the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy at Prag em- 
braced, according to their^last annual report in 
1897, 890 members, amongst whom the tech- 
nicians numbered 594. By the mediation of 
the society, 59 persons obtained places in 
sugar factories, and the sums spent for the 
support of needy members amounted to 4572.61 
florins and besides 331 .06 florins was granted in 
loans. The total receipts reached in 1897, 14,- 
584.87 florins, whilst the expenses amounted to 
8553.52 florins, so that a surplus of 6031.35 
florins results. The entire assets of the 
society inclusive of the above surplus is stated 
to be now 48,280.72 florins. This society is 
no doubt a great blessing to the Austrian 
officership of sugar factories, and the institu- 
tion merits both praise and imitation where 
similar arrangements are not yet called into 
life. In Germany, partly under the influence 
of the Austrian example, a like society was 
founded some years ago. 

The bounty conference, which you know will 
take place at Brussels, is now moving more in 
the foreground of interest. It is reported that 
the delegates of those powers who are in favor 
of an entire abolition of the bounties will 
hold a preliminary conference in order to 
draw up a motion to that effect. The flrst 
meeting will be held on June 7. with the 
prime minister, Smet de Nayer, in the chair. 

The importation into Great Britain in the 
month of April was about the same as in the 
same month last year, viz. : 132,458 tons raw 
value, as against 134,419 tons in 1897. In the 
flrst four months of the year 489,530 tons have 
been imported into England, as against 429,- 
870 tons in 1897, which means an increase of 
nearly 60,000 tons. 

The markets last week several times slightly 
fluctuated, which generally occurs when the 
tendency offers no special feature. Some diflS- 
culty in placing May tenders caused a light 
pressure, while at the end of the week the cold 
and wet weather was the reason for a recovery 



and flnally of an improvement, the market be- 
coming flrm and prices even rose a little be- 
yond the level of last week's quotations. In 
Magdeburg 88 per cent, rendement prompt 
delivery at 10.25 and 10.50 marks, and Ham- 
burg quotations for delivery May close at 9.37i^ 
marks f. o. b. Refined opened quietly, but 
strengthened later on also, but without any 
change in prices. Robert Hennio. 



Is «• Duicin" Saccharine? 

A question which involves a very large 
amount of customs revenue is about to be taken 
up to the United States Circuit Court on an 
appeal by the Treasury Department from a 
recent decision of the Board of General Ap- 
praisers. This question is whether an im- 
ported compound commercially known as 
''*' dulcin^' shall be classified as saccharine and 
assessed for duty at $1.50 per pound and 10 
per cent, ad valorem, or whether it shall be 
admitted to our ports at 25 per cent, ad vaU 
orem as a chemical compound. In the case of 
an importation of " dulcln" by a New York 
drug firm the United States Appraiser classi- 
fied the merchandise by similitude as sacchar- 
ine and imposed the duties prescribed by the 
tariff act. 

The importers took advantage of their right 
of protest and carried the case to the Board of 
General Appraisers. There they made a 
strong plea for the classification of ^' dulcin^^ 
as a chemical compound, and they succeeded 
in impressing their views on the board. In 
deciding that ** dulcin'^ should be assessed for 
duty as a chemical compound, the General 
Appraisers explained that saccharine and 
*'*' dulcin^^ were both made from coal tar, and 
although similar in appearance, character and 
use, each was a distinct article manufactured 
by special processes. The board admitted 
that '« dulcin'' might be classified by simili- 
tude as saccharine except for its enumeration 
as a chemical compound. 

The Treasury Department declined to ac- 
cept the decision of the General Appraiser as 
final. To all intents and purposes *' dulcin ^^ 
is saccharine, and is so admitted by all persons 
who handle it commercially. A heavy duty 
was purposely put on saccharine because the 
f ramers of the tariff act believed that that arti- 
cle of merchandise could well stand it. A large 
quantity of ** dulcin " is imported annually, 
as also are large quantities of similar sweeten- 
ing matter under different names. The Treas- 
ury Department takes the ground that in jus- 
tice to the government it can not afford to 
concede that ^* dulcin'^ is entitled to our 
admission to ports at a low rate of duty 
as « chemical compound. If ^' dulcin ^^ is 
permitted to come in under that classi- 
fication there are half a dozen other species 
of saccharine that will demand the same 
privilege. Saccharine reaches this mar- 
ket under the following names : Hudra sugar, 
pulin, benzoic acid sulphanide, neo saccharine, 
zuckerine and phene tolcarbamid. To admit 
all of these articles at 25 per cent, ad valorem 
instead of at $1.50 per pound and 10 per cent. 
ad valorem would, it is claimed, cut a very 
large sum out of the annual revenues of the 
government. — American Economist, 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Chino, California. 

Had this week^s rain come a month earlier it 
would have increased the planting of beets on 
the Chino ranch 3000 acres. As it is, it has 
been a glorious rain, a blessing to the country, 
and of immense benefit to our agricultural in- 
terests. 

A number of fields of beets have been planted 
this week on the strength of the rain, and in 
many other fields in which the seed was lying 
dormant, the green rows of young beets are 
already seen. 

It is estimated that this rain will increase the 
acres of good stand by 500, and the total yield 
on the Chino ranch by 10,000 tons. This in- 
crease comes not only from the new planting, 
but from every acre already planted. On a 
large acreage considered doubtful of any crop 
at all, a good crop is now assured, and on a 
very large part of the acreage planted the 
yield will be doubled. There are scarcely any 
fields on which the yield will not be increased 
by this rain. The ground is well soaked, and 
the cloudy, damp weather since the rain has 
caused the moisture to go down deeper, and 
there has been little or no loss by evaporation. 
All in all, the prospect for a beet crop has im- 
proved nearly 50 per cent, in the past six days. 

The unexpected usually happens, and the 
rain of Sunday was in that line. Commencing 
early in the morning and continuing until 
about 2 p. M., 1.28 inches fell, thoroughly 
soaking the soil. This is the heaviest rain we 
have had this season. Although it comes too 
late to save some crops, it will be the making 
of others. Hay is generally past benefit, but 
beets, sorghum, Egyptian com, pumpkins, 
alfalfa and such crops will reap an immense 
benefit, more especially on account of the 
cloudy, damp days following the rain. An 
irrigation is saved orchards, and the water 
supply from the mountains for the summer is 
greatly increased. The benefit of the rain In 
this valley probably could not be covered by 
$50,000.— CAampion, May 20. 



Lehi, Utah. 

This valley is enjoying another beautiful 
rain. We are having much more rainfall than 
usual. Up to last night there had been over 
five inches fall during the past four weeks. 
This is an exceptional record for this section. 
The sugar factory people and farmers are 
much pleased with it. The field crops are 
looking splendid and seem to presage an 
abundant harvest.— banner. May 1 7. 



Watsonviiie, Cal. 

The long dry spell was broken last Satur- 
day, when a fine rain storm set in and contin- 
ued to Monday afternoon. Precipitation in 
the Pajaro valley and in the beet districts of 
the Santa Clara valley and around Castroville, 
in the Salinas valley, was from one inch to 
one inch and three-quarters. The rain came 
at an opportune time for the young beet crops. 
The soil now has an abundant reserve of moist- 
ure and the beets are growing as if by magic. 



An excellent crop is assured on over 8000 acres 
of land, which will furnish a full run for the 
Watsonville factory. The rain came too late to 
make beets at Salinas or around Hollister, al- 
though a few hundred additional acres will be 
saved on the Cooper ranch and in this valley. 
— Pajaronian^ May 19, 



Susar Beets in Florida. 

It Is passing strange that any should raise 
the question as to the advisability of cultivat- 
ing sugar beets in Florida, when other indus- 
tries that have been demonstrated to be profit- 
able go undeveloped— industries that time and 
again have been referred to in the columns of 
Florida Facts and other newspapers of the 
State. 

Whether sugar beets can be made a source 
of profit to Florida or not is not a question for 
serious consideration while thousands of acres 
of the best land in the world for sugar cane lie 
uncultivated vtithin the borders of the State, 
and the demand for Florida syrup and Florida 
sugar is unlimited. 

This everlastins: hankering for something to 
experiment with, while other well-tried and 
profitable industries are neglected, is well cal- 
culated to make one weary, and no other peo- 
ple on the surface of the globe would throw 
away the opportunities that surround FloHd- 
ians at every turn in order to experiment with 
some new thing. 

The cultivation of sugar beets, India rubber 
trees, cork wood, . camphor trees, castor-oil 
bean, canaigre, ramie, and other things that 
have from time to time been brought forward 
for special attention, would all be very well if 
there were not other and more profitable in- 
dustries right at our hand awaiting further 
development. 

What does Florida want more than sugar 
cane, tobacco and sea island cotton, to make 
her one of the most prosperous States in the 
Union? These three industries alone, if prop- 
erly developed, will yield more gold than the 
newly discovered mines of labor, and less 
privation of all than Alaska, and with less ex- 
pense, and makes life worth living. And then, 
what shall we say of oranges, lemons, pine- 
apples and other semi-tropical fruits; the 
products of our vegetable gardens, our turpen- 
tine forests, fisheries and other Industries that 
are no longer experimental? 

Is it not enough? Surely there never was a 
people more highly favored or a land where 
labor rightly directed promises better returns; 
possibly there never was a people so Uttle dis- 
posed to avail themselves of the full measure 
of privileges offered by a generous soil and 
climate. — Facts, 



Trade Notes. 

The Mason Steam Pump.— The Planter 
has received from the Mason Regulator Com- 
pany, the well-known manufacturers of steam- 
pressure regulators and reducers, whose ad- 
vertisement in our columns our readers are 
familiar with, their new catalogue describing 
the Mason steam pump. As this company has 
been engaged for so long a time in the manu- 
facture of high-grade steam devices, they 



claim now to be able to turn out a steam pump 
made from only the finest of raw materials^ 
which are skilfully worked by carefully trained 
mechanics. They say they stand behind theii* 
pumps in every respect and recommend them 
to pump users, knowing that they will fully 
satisfy every legitimate demand made upon 
them. They claim that the pump will do 
more work, with less steam, and less wear than 
any other pump produced, and Invite cor- 
respondence concerning them, and they will 
be glad to respond to inquiries and to send 
descriptive catalogues. Their address is The 
Mason Resculator Company, 6 Oliver street^ 
Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 



The Velvet Bean Question. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: One of your Flor- 
ida correspondents seems to have a rage 
against velvet beans. They are being so ex- 
tensively cultivated that they can be bought 
for $1.25 a bushel, and there is now a machine 
to shell them. The consequences will be low 
prices for them in the future. I gathered 
three pecks, shelled, from a patch fifty feet 
square, after letting my horse graze on it. 

My experience with leguminous crops on the 
sandy lands of Florida is that they do not restore 
the land as they do in Louisiana. I have been 
interested here many years, and have some ex- 
perience, though I have been much of the 
time also in Louisiana. My father used pea 
vines, to my recollection, as far back as 1858, 
as did also other Iberville planters, so pea 
vines are not at all new. I don't see why your 
correspondent has such an antipathy to beans, 
unless he is interested in selling commercial 
fertilizers. The velvet beans are most excel- 
lent stock feed, and my horses will leave corn 
and oats to feed on the dried beans. The 
Germans at San Antonio have them ground 
into meal, and say they are good and a good 
substitute for coffee. I believe' that the velvet 
beans will be a benefit to Louisiana. P. 

San Antonio^ Fla,^ May 20^ 1898, 



Qovernment Whitewash. 

Whitewash as used by the United States gov- 
ernment is prepared as follows : Take half a 
bushel of unslacked lime, slack it with boiling 
water, cover during the process to keep in 
steam, strain the liquid through a fine sieve or 
strainer, and add to it a peck of salt, pre-* 
vlously dissolved by soaking in warm water, 
three pounds of ground rice boiled to a thin 
paste and stirred In while hot, half a pound of 
Spanish whiting and one pound clean glue, 
previously dissolved by soaking in cold water 
and by the hanging over a slow fire in a small 
pot hung in a larger one filled with water. 
Add five gallons hot water to the mixture, 
stir well and let it stand a few days, covered 
from dirt. It should be applied hot, for 
which purpose it can be kept in a kettle or 
portable furnace. 

The east end of the White House at Wash- 
ington is embellished by this brilliant white- 
wash. It is used by the government to white- 
wash lighthouses. , A pint of this whitewash 
mixture, properly applied, will cover one 
square yard, and will be almost as serviceable 
as paint for wood, brick or stone, and is much 
cheaper than the cheapest paint. — California 
Fruit Groioer, ^->. j 
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Fall Planting and Planting Econo- 
mies. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Having made a 
Bpecial study of the cane planting department 
jof our sugar industry dating from tlie year 
1873, 1 read with great interest the paper read 
before the Louisiana Sugar Planters' Associa- 
tion, May 12. by Dr. W. C. Stubbs, and the 
discussion which followed, by prominent 
planters. 

The result of my experience convinces me 
that the fall is the proper time to plant under 
existing conditioTis, providing the cane has 
reached a sufficient degree of maturity, as of all 
evils in planting, deliver me from immature 
seed cane. 

According to my experiments, observations 
and judgment, the proper time to start plant- 
ing is about the 10th of October, continuing to 
a finish. At this time there is always cane 
sufficiently matured to make good seed. Then 
at that time the canes are stripped of their 
foliage with greater facility; there is no danger 
of breaking or bruising the eyes, little or no in- 
jury to stubbles, no expense of putting down 
seed, and hence no expense in taking up and 
planting in the spring when we ought really 
to be cultivating. 

By starting to plant at the above time you 
avoid the hot, dry fall or reduce It to a mini- 
mum. My experiments at different times pos- 
itively convince me that Dr. Stubbs is perfectly 
correct in advising the planting of two contin- 
uous stalks of cane. They also convince me 
that the filling of the furrow with four, five 
imd six stalks of cane is more of a habit than 
a necessity. 

It was my good fortune to be employed in 
the years 1875 and 1876 by the late Wm. H. 
3allard on the Chatham plantation. His 
experiments in putting down seed cane and 
planting were very many every year. I will 
state here that as good cane as we had for the 
mill in 1875 was cane planted with one con- 
tinuous stalk. This was an experiment. Next 
to it we planted two stalks, lapping half way, 
making four continuous stalks; little over half 
acres of each were planted in good land. We 
did not weigh cane then, but the one-stalk 
plant gave 13 loads and the other 12 loads. 
We put down seed cane for 1876 on the basis 
of two stalks without lap; we planted that 
way and made a fine crop. 

In the year 1886 I had a complete failure in 
plant cane, using green, immature seed of 
both fall and spring planting. This was on 
the Alhambra plantation. 

In the year 1888, on the Augusta plantation, 
X had, I think, 9>^ acres of seed, and planted, 
I think, 78 acres, not averaging two continuous 
stalks. They were planted late in the spring 
and made a fine crop. By consulting Bouch- 
ereau's sugar report, it can be seen what these 
three different crops were. 

My conviction about suckers (I mean cane 
suckers) is that the part nature takes in them 
is generally underrated. I positively believe 
that we can depend upon them for any de- 
ficiency resulting from the planting of two 
stalks, especially so in |all planting. 



By this I mean, first, the land being in bet- 
ter condition, the drainage also better, the 
labor being more skilled, new and improved 
implements, being in use such as our large pea 
yiixd plows, large rollers, advance plows, disk 
cultivators for pulverizing and covering, and, 
above all, the now famous Oomeaux cane cart 
planter, makeing cane planting a pleasure in- 
stead of a punishment. Three and one-half 
tons will give you all the stand you need, and 
without gaps. It is impossible to not make a 
day's work with the Oomeaux cart. They are 
drivers of themselves ; no more waste of cane 
or time. Very many prominent planters and 
cultivators will testify to the above facts. 
Kespectfully yours, 

C. Lucas Oomeaux, 
Of Cane Planting Fame, 

1 723 Jena Street^ New Orleans^ La. 



Agricultural and Other Resources of 
Cuba. 

Washington, May 18. 

The salient fact about the Island of Ouba is 
that fourth-fifths of it is still in a state of 
nature, and that in regard to a great part of tills 
unclaimed area there is no accurate knowledge 
whatever. The interior of the island has not 
been sufficiently surveyed to yield correct in- 
formation in regard either to the nature of the 
soil or the contour of the surface. The various 
commissions which successive captains general 
have employed to make surveys have pleaded 
insurmountable obstacles in ^he way of carry- 
ing out successfully the mapping of the rami- 
fication of the mountains, the tracing out of 
their salients and valleys, and the determina- 
tion of their extent, altitude and geological 
structure. These observations did not extend 
east of the seventeenth meridian, leaving an 
expanse of country extending over four de- 
greet of longitude entirely untouched. Nothing 
can be more remarkable than the wide diver- 
gence between published statements of what 
might be regarded as the most familiar and 
and easily ascertained facts about Ouba. Lieu- 
tenant Rowan, of the Nineteenth United 
States Infantry, who has written a book on the 
subject, places the extreme length of the 
island at 760 miles, its width at the narrowest 
part thirty to thirty-six miles, and at the 
widest part 126 miles. But Mr. Robert T. 
Hill, of the United States Geological Survey, 
who made a close personal examination of 
Ouba, says that the longest axis of the island ex- 
tending from the seventy -fourth to the eighty- 
fifth meridian is 730 miles in length, that the 
width of the island varies from ninety miles 
in the east to less than twenty miles in the 
longitude of Havana. Oape Mayci, on the 
east, lies directly south of New York, while 
Oape San Antonio is situated south of Olncin- 
nati. About an economic fact so important as 
the coal deposits. Lieutenant Rowan makes the 
palpable blunder of stating that '^ bituminous 
coal of fine quality, yielding little ash, is found 
in large quantities in many parts of the island 
from the coast to the mountains. That found 
near the coast is often in a viscous state. ^^ 

In point of fact the nearest approach to be 
hitd to coal in Ouba is an occasional deposit 



of lignite, and the suggestion of the ^^viscous^* 
coal of Mr. Rowin is probably discoverable in 
the rich beds of solid asphaltum. The geolo- 
gists even have not made up their minds about 
the true history of Ouba. On one side we have 
the statement, sustained by the authority of 
Humboldt and Reclus, that it is quite well 
determined in the minds of geologists that 
Ouba was at one time united to the mainland 
of the continent, most probably to Florida, 
during the geological period known as the 
post-pliocene. Proof of this is said to be found 
in the animal remains, such as mastadons and 
the like, which are found to-day in the Ouban 
soil, where it would not have been possible for 
them to pass with the present distribution of 
land and water. But now comes Mr. Hill, who 
after careful study of the subject is driven to 
the conclusion that: ^* So far as its history is 
known, the island has never been connected 
with the American mainland, although such 
has frequently been asserted to be the case. 
These assertions have been l)aaed upon, the 
erroneous identification of certain vertebrate 
animal remains. There are no traces in the ani- 
mal life of Ouba, past or present, which justify 
this conclusion.'^ 

As to the agricultural and commercial pos- 
sibilities of Odba there is less room for diver- 
gence of opinion. It would be rash to infer 
that because four-fifths of the island is still 
uncultivated, there is a possibility of increas- 
ing its agricultural wealth fivefold. Allow- 
ance must be made for the considerable ex- 
panse of mountain and grazing land not suit- 
able for agriculture, and then it must be re- 
me'mbered that of the crop that yields most per 
acre— tobacco— there is but limited room for 
profitable expansion. The soils most suitable 
for the growing of the finest tobacco are 
already pre-empted, and it would be as vain to 
look for a repetition further east of the choice 
spots of the Vuelta Abajo, as it would be to 
try to duplicate on the Rhine the vineyard of 
the Oastle of Johannisberg. As to sugar the 
case is different. Between better methods of 
culture and the planting of new lands, the pos- 
sibility of increasing the output of Ouban sugar 
is very large indeed. At present the whole 
industry is virtually ruined, but in the crop 
years 1892-93, the total product was 1,054,314 
tons. The entire export of last year amounted 
to only about one-fifth of this normal product. 
It is the opinion of those best qualified to judge 
about the resourcesof Ouba that, supplemented 
by the cane of Hawaii and Louisiana, the 
island could easily furnish all the sugar re- 
quired by the United States. There are plant- 
ers with large interests in Ouba sanguine 
enough to maintain that the whole business of 
sugar refining will eventually be transferred to 
the island, and that it is within the range of 
possibility to produce refined sugar there at as 
low a cost as 1 cent per pound. According to 
the testimony of Mr. Hill, the Ouban sugar 
lands are all upland soils, quite different from 
the lowlands of Louisiana, and excel ing in 
fertility those of all the other West Indies, be- 
cause the cane has to be planted only once in 
seven yearp, instead of every year, as in Anti- 
gua. He says that the machinery of the es- 
tates up to the outbreak^ the presenf revolu- 
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don was the finest and most modern in the 
world. Whatever may be said of the machin- 
ery, the agricultural methods employed in 
sugar production are certainly not of an ad- 
Tanoed character. No effort whatever is made 
to restore to the soil anything of that which 
has l>een taken from it, and the only way 
Adopted to get rid of the superincumbent 
masses of dead leaves that litter the soil after 
five or seven years^ growth of the sugar oane 
is to bum them. The cultivator is quite an 
unknown factor in Cuban agriculture. 

The disappearance of coffee from the sta- 
tistics of Cuban exports has been attributed to 
exorbitant taxation and the ravages of civil 
war. This is a mistake. The coffee trees 
were cut down and replaced by sugar cane 
limply in consequence of the greater profits to 
be gained on the latter product. This was 
before slavery was abolished on the island, 
and the conditions that have prevailed since 
have not been favorable to the resumption of 
that branch of agriculture. But Mr. Hill de- 
clares that the mountain sides and hill lands of 
the east are especially favorable for coffee, and 
that a quality as fine as that of the famous 
Blue Mountain coffee of Jamaica can be read- 
ily grown. He insists that if the island should 
ever pass from Spanish hands this will become 
a large and flourishing industry. There is 
itill a considerable quantity of coffee grown, 
but almost entirely for local consumption. In 
the growth and export of tropical fruits there 
is a most promising future for Cuba. Capt. 
John S. Hart, of Philadelphia, now confined 
in the Eastern Penitentiary of that city for his 
filibustering, began the development of this 
business. Before the outbreak of the present re- 
bellion the growing of bananas was a large and 
important industry, chiefly in the vicinity of 
Nuevitas and Baracoa, at the eastern end of the 
island. During the beason from February to 
December an average of a ship load a day was 
exported from Baracoa. The fruit is said to 
have been the largest and finest received in the 
United States. It was grown upon mesas and 
plateaus, and let down over the precipitous 
eliffs by wire trolleys. Oranges, too, grow 
without culture in all parts of the island; but 
no pains have been taken by selection, special 
eulture or otherwise to make them equal to the 
product of Florida. Pineapples are grown and 
exported in Western Cuba and the Isle of Pines. 
In the eastern provinces the eattle industry, 
owing to the fertile grazing lands existing 
there, reaches considerable proportions, the 
product being large and fine animals of Span- 
ish stock. There is also some horse breeding 
in all parts of the island, the characteristic 
Cuban horse being a stout pony descended 
from Andalusian stock, with tlie build of a cob 
And a peculiar prancing gait which is said to 
render it an exceptionally easy riding animal. 

As a fleld for the employment of American 
43apital and enterprise Cuba presents almost 
boundless opportunities. Literally everything 
remains to be done for the island, from road 
making to electric lighting. There are virtu- 
ally no roads in the interior, and all that Cuba 
presents to redeem it from barbarism in this 
respect is an occasional '* king's highway '" 
from an Inland city to the coast, or from Hav- 



ana into the rich western province. The island 
has al)Out 1000 miles of railway, consisting 
chiefly of the united system of Havana, ex- 
tending through the tobacco and sugar dis- 
tricts of the west and centre, and connecting 
the capital, Matanzas, Pinar del Bio, Batabano, 
Cienfuegos and Sagua to the system terminat- 
ing at Santa Clara, 160 miles east of Havana. 
The entire half the island east of Cienfuegos 
and Sagua is dependent upon water communi- 
cation, althoufi^h several short local lines ex- 
tend inland from Nuevitas, Remedios and San- 
tiago. The communication by water between 
Cuba and its neighbors is in a still more prim- 
itive stage of development. To reach any of 
the adjacent islands such as Hayti or Jamaica 
— each less than a hundred miles distant— it is 
usually necessary for the Cuban to proceed 
flrst to New York and thence to his destina- 
tion. A perpetual quarantine appears to exist 
against the Island on the part of all its neigh- 
bors. The completeness with which Cuba is 
isolated commercially may be illustrated by 
the fact that not even a Havana cigar, the 
most far-reaching of its products, can be found 
in a single Caribbean city. In subsequent 
letters additional facts will be given. — John 
Foord, in New York Journal of Commerce, 



Trade Openings with Cuba. 

Washington, May 20.— The experience of 
the past affords but little indication of the pos- 
sibilities for the expansion of trade l>etween 
the United States and Cuba. In time of peace, 
the commercial despotism which was intended 
to secure for the mother country a monopoly 
of exports to the colony was by far the most 
oppressive and irritating phase of Spanish rule. 
The thoroughly artiflcial character of the trade 
of Spain with Cuba was demonstrated when, 
under the reciprocity agreement with the 
United States, the export of wheat flour from 
Spain to its dependency fell from $2,394,000 in 
1891 to zero in 1898, and when, after the abro- 
gation of the agreement of 1894, the export of 
flour from Spain rose to $4,000,000. Of Spain's 
whole export of white cotton goods, Cuba, in 
ordinary times, has taken 70 per cent, and 
Porto Rico and the Philippines the rest. Even 
boots and shoes have flgured to the amount of 
$4,000,000 to $5,000,000 a year in the Spanish 
exports to Cuba. Of the total exports of the 
mother country, the colony has taken of late 
years from 17 to 20 per cent., the average an- 
nual amount for the flve years ending with 
1896 being $30,240,000. That is an amount 
which the exports of the United States to Cuba 
have never reached, even in 1893, when under 
the reciprocity agreement our exports of bread- 
stuffs reached $3,600,000. In fact, for the five 
years ending June 30, 1897, the annual average 
of exports from the United States to Cuba did 
not exceed $14,000,000. 

The trade of the United Stotes with 
Cuba reached its maximum in the fiscal year 
1893, with a total of $102,864,204, of which 
$23,604,094 was domestic exports and $78,706,- 
506 imports. 

During the flrst year of the insurrection our 
trade fell off over thirty million dollars, dur- 
ing the second year the falling off amounts to 
^^ffbteen million dollars, and during the third 



year there is a further decline of twenty-one 
million dollars, making a total reduction of 
»ixty-nine million dollars in the annual value 
of our foreign trade. Under any possible set- 
tlement of the political and economical status 
of Cuba, the thirty millions of annual imports 
from Spain would fall, for the most part, 
to the United States. But, as was pointed out 
in a previous letter, the material development 
of Cuba is still in a rudimentary stage. It is 
within easy reach of attainment to double the 
maximum of sugar production attained in 
1893 and 1894, and have available for export 
two millions of tons. With the restoration of 
peace and the re-establishment of order in the 
island, it only needs the application of capital 
and enterprise to make such a result possible 
within flve or six years. The reclamation of 
virgin soils, some of them grazing land and 
some forest, would probably be flrst attempted 
by companies controlling abundant capital, 
and would naturally lead to the increased 
production of sugar. It is a mistake to assume 
that the beet sugar bounties of continental 
Europe must render unprofltable the growing 
of the sugar cane in Cuba. They did con- 
tribute to the ruin of most of the non-resident 
proprietors, out of the savings of whose 
stewards and superintendents the modem eity 
of Barcelona— the Liverpool of the Mediter- 
ranean—is said to have been built. But all 
the methods of sugar production practised 
under these auspices were grossly wasteful, 
and even under the conditions which existed 
at the outbreak of the rel>e]lion, and under 
which there were two successful sugar crops 
of over a million of tons, there was a needless 
waste. Machinery has been brought up to the 
latest standard, and the transportation of the 
cane to the mill has been cheapened by the 
construction of narrow gauge railroads, but 
the processes of agriculture are still very 
primitive. When it is remembered that three- 
fourths of the cost of sugar production be- 
longs to the agricultural side and only one- 
fourth to the mechanical side, the extent of 
the opportunity that exists for improvement 
will be appreciated. 

Roughly speaking, there is an average of 
two hundred pounds of sugar to every two 
thousand pounds of cane. Under the most 
favorable conditions there may be three hun- 
dred pounds of sugar to the ton of cane. But 
if this attainable maximum of 15 per cent, of 
sugar could be increased, as it readily might, 
by more careful cutting, planting igid cultivat- 
ing to 20 per cent., there would be an imme- 
diate increase of 38 per cent, in the yield, with 
little if any increase in the cost of raising and 
harvesting. The advantage which Cuba pos- 
sesses over the other West Indian islands, in 
the matter of sugar growing, has already 
been alluded to in these columns. To this 
should be added the notable advantage of the 
possession of deep harbors, admitting of direct 
shipment without lighterage, and a consequent 
saving in freight representing an appreciable 
percentage of profit. That an increased pro- 
duction of sugar would add to the wealth of 
Cuba and the purchasing capacity of its peo- 
ple is sufficiently plain. Considering, how- 
ever, that sugar growinff4% a branch of agri- 
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culture, best conducted on a large scale by men 
of capital, employing generally low-priced 
labor, the regeneration of the Island can hardly 
be looked for from this source. With coffee- 
growing It Is entirely different. Here there is 
a tempting opportunity for men of small means 
to settle on the mountain terraces and, under 
the most genial conditions of climate all the 
year round, to make a fair livelihood out of 
their little coffee plantations. To the class of 
settlers for whom our Northern climate Is too 
severe, the chances which Cuba offers for 
coffee-growing can hardly fall to be peculiarly 
attractive, and it Is to them we may have to 
look for the first Infusion of the best qualities 
of American statesmanship among a commun- 
ity somewhat deficient In them. 

The mineral resources of Cuba are still im- 
perfectly known. Mr. Robert P. Hill, of the 
United States (Geological Survey, enumerates 
them as Iron ores, asphaltum, manganese, 
copper and salt. A little gold and sliver were 
mined In past centuries, but never In large 
quantities. The sliver mines of Santa Clara 
yielded In 1827 140 ounces to the ton, but were 
soon worked out. There are deposits of 
asphaltum of unusual richness In several parts 
of the Island, particularly at Villa Clara, where 
this material has supplied for forty years the 
basis of the Illuminating gas of the city. Mr. 
Hill states that American Investors bought 
these mines of Villa Clara in the year preced- 
ing the revolution, and that their Investment 
up to date, which would otherwise have been 
profitable, has been absolutely unproductive. 
Copper was mined at Cobre by the natives of 
Cuba before Columbus discovered the Island, 
and on the range of mountains, twelve miles 
from Santiago de Cuba, there are mines which 
In former years yielded as high as fifty tons 
per day. According to our consul at Santiago, 
the books of the consulate show that from 1828 
to 1840 an average of from $2,000,000 to $3,000,- 
000 worth of copper ore was shipped annually 
to the United States from these mines. He 
adds that they continued in successful opera- 
tion until 1867, when a combination of circum- 
stances having no relation to the exhaustion of 
the mines closed them up, and their shafts be- 
came rapidly filled with water. It is generally 
believed that large quantities of copper still 
remain unmlned in this locality. Salt of great 
purity is found In the cays adjoining the north 
coast. The only Important Iron mines on the 
Island are those of the Juragua Iron Company, 
closely associated with the Bethlehem Iron 
Company of Pennsylvania. Of the whole 
number of mines thus far discovered and pre- 
empted between Santiago and Berraco, those 
of this company alone have yet -proved of Im- 
mediate economic value of Importance, and 
are found to be sufficiently near to available 
points of shipment. The limits of the ore 
range, as far as known, are Sagua at the east 
and Sevllla at the west, two points divided by 
a longitudinal distance of eighteen miles. The 
ore Is described as mainly, If not wholly, a re- 
placement of coralline limestone, by ferric 
oxide, and, according to Dr. Kimball, Us 
chemical constitution varies from 61 per cent, 
to 68.6 per cent, of Iron, associated with only 
from 0.0009 to 0.065 per cent, of phosphorus 



and 0.045 to 0.0248 per cent, of sulphur. There 
are already shipped to the United States from 
these mines 30,000 to 50,000 tons of ore per 
month, for consumption at Bethlehem, Steel- 
ton and Sparrow*s Point.— Jb^n Ford^ in New 
York Journal Commerce, 



Cultivation and Manufacture of 
Sugar. 

A paper read by Mr. T. Low, president of 
the Mossman River Farmers' Association, be- 
fore a number of cane growers on the 24th 

Gentlemen— Having been asked to read a 
paper on sugar cane growing, acceding to 
such request gives me much pleasure, nor, per- 
haps, that 1 can tell you anything you don't 
already know. Still It Is well we should in- 
terchange ideas, as there Is no doubt cane 
planters are far behind beet root growers. If 
we compare the Improvement made In the cane 
as a sugar-producing plant with the rapid 
strides tbat have been made in improving the 
beet as a sugar- producing root. 

Firstly, let us consider climate. 

The sugar cane, being a tropical plant re- 
quiring great heat and strong light, can be 
succe8^fully cultivated only in the tropics, and 
I would advise to keep well within tropics, 
and away from localities wbere frosts prevail. 
Frost to an extent to partially deaden the 
leaves does little harm from a manufacturer's 
point of view, but when the frost Is so severe as 
to freeze the juice and sap In the cane, the sap 
vessels and juice cells of the cane get burst up, 
the sap and juice getting mixed, and although 
the manufacturer will have little trouble In mak- 
Ing sugar from frozen canes, so long as the tem- 
perature keeps low enough to prevent fermen- 
tation, a rise of temperature will, however, 
cau^e viscous fermentation to set In, which 
will speedily Invert all (he crystal I Izable 
sugar In the juice. I have heard It argued that 
It was at the thaw, after the frost, that the 
damage was done to the cane. No doubt the 
rise in temperature, causing the thaw and 
subsequent fermentation to set In, would make 
some think this, from the trouble they would 
have In making sugar after the thaw ; but the 
effects of frosts upon the juice and sap 
of the cane must be the same as It Is 
upon water, which contracts with cold until 
the temperature Is lowered to 39.1 deg. Fahr- 
enheit. At this temperature It attains Itb min- 
imum bulk; between this and freezing point, 32 
deg. Fah., It expands by cold. At the latter 
temperature the Increase In bulk Is equal to 
l-12th part of the bulk at 39.1 deg. Fah. I 
have fleen this demonstrated by my old pre- 
ceptor. Professor Sullman, of Dublin, by 
placing a carafe filled with water out In the 
frost, and after being frozen in place of con- 
tracting the Ice would be projecting over the 
mouth of the carafe. Hence It Is clear that 
the bursting up of the sap vessels and juice 
cells of the cane is caused by freezing, not by 
thawing; but one can understand, when the 
temperature rises to cause a thaw, the juice 
doesn't remain long In fit state for sugar manu- 
facture. Frost, however. Is not likely to give 
us much trouble here, and with our generally 
plenteous rainfall and bright sunshine we have 
a climate eminently suited for successful cane 
growing. 

Secondly, let us consider our soils. 

The soil most suited for cane growing Is one 
tbat will yield us the greatest amount of sugar 
per acre, not necessarily the greatest weight 
of cane. The greatest weight of cane per acre 
is no doubt the desire of the farmer here in 
the meantime, but I hope the day is not far 
distant when we will be paid by the amount 
of the sugar In the cane. Therefore, the soil I 
would cnoose for successful cane growing is 
what might be termed a rich loam. The term 
loam is given to land composed of sand and 



clay, with a little lime. If there Is much sand 
In Its composition It Is called a sandy loam ; U 
much clay, a clayey loam, and if much lime, 
a calcareous loam. In saying a rich loam I 
mean one bordering on a calcareous loam with 
at least 5 per cent, of organic matter in its 
composition. The latter Is required for the 
lime to act upon and make food for the 
cane roots. The above- described soil Is, 
In my opinion, the best for producing s 
good weight of cane and a juice rich in sac- 
charine matter. No doubt you will get a 
heavier weight of cane for a soil very rich in 
organic matter, but the juice will fall far short 
In the yield of sugar, besides being far more 
difficult to manipulate. Heavy clays produce 
cane yielding a rich juice, but seldom a heavy 
crop. The nch juice may to a great extent be 
accounted for by the fact that the cane gener- 
ally stands erect on such lands. 

We have as good cane lands here as I have 
seen In any country, except Brazil and British 
Guiana, only the latter country can't be suc- 
cessfully subsoil drained, owing to the flatness 
of the land under cane culture and its lowness, 
being about eight feet under the level of the sea 
at spring tides. Consequently the soil gets 
robbed of much of its finer particles every wet 
season through the open drain system that 
necessarily obtains there. In Brazil the land 
Is undulating, and northwest of Bahla I have 
ridden over vast stretches of country, the best 
sugar cane land I have seen. In Trinidad, a 
great deal of the land much resembles the 
land here. In the islands of Martinique, St. 
Vincent, Tobago and Grenada the soils are 
much the same as that of Trinidad, but of a 
lighter description. The soil In Barbados Is 
on a limestone bed and Is more calcareous. I 
have only once been In Jamaica, and was not 
far enough Into the country to give any opinion 
on it; but I am creditably Informed that it 
possesses the richest soil of any of the West 
Indian Islands. The soil of the Canary Islands 
is all of volcanic origin. And now to our 
soils here. We have thoroughly good sugar 
cane lands, still I think the most of It, if not 
all, can be Improved, and that by draining. 
The system of drainage I would recommend is 
what is called thorough drainage, which was 
Invented many years ago by Mr. Smith, of 
Deanston, Gloucestershire, and much praised 
by Mr. Wm. Hozler In his essay on drainage, 
which gained the prize offered by the High- 
land Agricultural Society of Scotland in 1870, 
and stni holds Its place as one of the best 
works on drainage. Thorough drainage con- 
sists of a complete series of drains cut at reg- 
ular intervals throughout the field, running 
into a main or leading drain, the size of pipes 
in which has to be considered according to the 
number of small pieces it has to relieve, and 
the incline at which It can be laid. The depth 
of drains and the distance apart will differ In 
the different qualities of soil and subsoil. The 
stlfferthe subsoil the closer and edeper will 
the drains have to be put. On the flatter lands 
in this country, also in large fields, I would 
recommend open ditches for leader drains, as 
In large fields It would take a very large pipe 
In the leader drain to take away the water from 
the smaller ones, and with our vexy heavy 
rainfall, I would recommend 2yi to 3 Inches 
diameter pipes in the small drains. We have 
It from the best authorities that there Is hardly 
any description of soil but what is improved 
by drainage ; even what may appear to be a 
sand bank may have a sour subsoil, also soils 
with gravelly bottom, as should the rainfall be 
such as to fill up all the ducts and pores In the 
soil, and cause a fiow of water from the sur- 
face or stagnant water to be thereon for a 
time, the soli gets Into a pasty mass, and re- 
tains any substances from the subsoil that are 
Injurious to plant growth, besides chilling the 
ground by excluding the air. The soils are com- 
posed of a number of various sized particles, 
so irregular in shape as to leave between them 
spaces which uniting with one and another form 
a series of passages (technically termed ducts) 
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commanicating with the external air, and 
leading downward trom the surface. In addi- 
tion to these main passages, the particles 
themselves are perforated with minute open- 
ings called pores, which permeate the sub- 
stance of each particle, but which have their 
communications with the pores of the neigh- 
boring particles interrupted by the intervening 
ducts, and for the growth of all cultivated 
crops we must have moisture and oxygen in 
the soil. The last element being contained in 
atmospheric air, is most readily supplied from 
that source. When soil is saturated, both 
pores and ducts are filled with water. Air 
therefore, can not gain admission, accordingly 
no oxygen is forthcoming. Under such cir- 
cumstances, vegetation is unable to proceed, 
and, if long continued, vegetable life expires; 
but when me pores alone are filled with water, 
air must necessarily pervade the ducts. Moist- 
ure and oxygen are thus bountifully supplied, 
and the conditions most favorable to vegetable 
life, so far as these elements are concerned, are 
fairly brought about, and it is averred that soil 
moderately well pulverized contains ducts 
amounting to no less than one-fourth of the 
whole bulk of the soil itself. The warmth of 
the soil is considerably Increased in drained 
land. Mr. Hozler gives accounts of Dr. Mad- 
den-s experiments regarding drained and 
undrained land, and in summer found the 
drained land ^)4 deg. F. higher in temperature 
than the undrained; and Mr. Parkes 
proved on a mean of thirty-five observations 
drained soil at 7 inches below the surface was 
10 deff. warmer than the undrained at the 
same depth, and on drying these soils found 
that the drained soil was much the moister of 
the two. To put our lands into proper order 
we must subsoil our Jand. This is best done 
by having a proper subsoil plow, but any plow 
will serve the purpose by removing the mould- 
board, and just follow the ordinary plow, 
breaking up the subsoil, but bringing none of 
it to the surface. By this and the drains, 
it forms a naturally artificial substitute 
for a naturally porous subsoil, causing a 
free circulation of air through the soil, and 
the rainfall, by descending to the drains, 
washes out substances hurtful to the growth of 
plants, and in time fits the subsoil to be 
brought to the surface as plant food. The 
better our land is drained the better it is pul- 
verized, and the finer the particles of earth 
the more it is rendered capable of absorbing 
and retaining moisture, and absorbing more 
of the gases from the air, and, as you might 
say, acts as a filter in catching the soluble 
manurial matter on its downward course by 
the rainfall. Lime, where required— and I 
think on analysis, the want will be universal 
in a greater or lesser degree — would assist 
draining and subsoiling much in bringing our 
land into a state more fitted for sugar cane 
culture, as lime, combining with the acids, 
removes the sourness from the soil and gen- 
erally disposes the vegetable matter in the 
soil to change into soluble food for the plants, 
and also acts upon the mineral properties of 
the soil so as to fit them for entering into the 
roots of growing plants. You can fairly well 
tell if there is sufiicient lime in your soil for 
crop support by the following crude effort: 
Put a little soil in a glass, and pour upon it 
either vinegar or weak muriatic acid. If no 
effervescence, no lime; if much, plenty of 
lime. 

In the Straits Settlements and British Guiana 
I have always seen the same juice improved 
by deep drainage and liming. This seems to 
free it of much of the saline and albuminous 
matter (which juice from canes grown on rank 
and undrained land is always impregnated 
with) and consequently makes it easier to 
manipulate, besides giving a better yield. 

To look at the analysis of an ordinary West 
Indian cane, it will strike one as not being a 
plant that should soon exhaust soils. It is 
composed of: Water, 71.34; sugar, 18.02; 
cellulose, 9.56; albuminous matter (almost 



wholly derived from the air), 0.55; fatty and 
coloring matter, 0.35, equal to 99.52; salts 
soluble in water, 0.12; salts insoluble in water, 
0.16 (derived from the soil) ; silica in water, 
0.30, equal to 0.49. This tells us that not quite 
}i per cent, is taken from the soil of the whole 
weight of the cane. It will, however, in time 
exhaust the land if the supply of what it ex- 
tracts from it is not kept up. We read of the 
perfection the cane has been brought to in 
the Sandwich Islands by the liberal applica- 
tion of coral and sea shells. This they apply 
in its natural state. Shells and coral are com- 
posed of lime with a little sand, and by the 
absorption of moisture from the air, also car- 
bonic acid, become carbonate of Hme. Apply- 
ing them as taken from the sea is considered 
the best mode of applying lime to sugar lands 
not too deficient in same. Being less liable to 
sink deeply in the soil than burned limestone 
slacked, it consequently lasts longer from 
yearly giving off a certain amount of car- 
bonate, as It absorbs moisture from the 
air, and if we are to try and cope with 
our German friends, we must, along with 
choosing varieties of cane of the most profit- 
able description, try and put our lands in a 
condition to yield the maximum quantity of 
sugar as well as a heavy weight of cane, as it 
is tons of sugar that will pay, and not tons of 
cane. 

Varieties of Cane.— The cane we require 
here is the one that will yield the most sugar 
per acre, not necessarily the greatest weight of 
cane. The Rappoe is a variety with which, I 
suppose, more than three-fourths of our culti- 
vation here is planted, from the fact that the 
0. S. R. Co. found it a superior cane. From 
what I have seen of it here I would term it a 
bad rooter. Perhaps this is not altogether the 
fault of the cane, as our soils may not be in a 
condition to allow of its rooting deeply. You 
will, however, observe the Singapore and what 
is cialled the New Guinea cane growing quite 
erect side by side with the Rappoe, the latter 
being much lodged. The yellow Otaheite is a 
good cane. In British Guiana no other variety 
is grown. Many varieties have been tried, but 
all have had to ffive way to this favorite. This 
the Lahaina and the Bourbon are supposed to 
be one and the same cane. Mr. Wray, who 
wrote a work on the cane and sugar manufact- 
ure, spent much of his early life in the West 
Indies. In 1889 I had the pleasure of meeting 
him in the Straits. He has been in most of the 
sugar countries, and is of opinion that these 
named three varieties are one and the same 
cane, somewhat altered by change of soil and 
climate. A cane I think would qo well here is 
the Salangore. It is a cane of very erect 
habit, ratoons well, and yields a juice rich in 
saccharine matter, and easy of clarification. 
It has somewhat more fibre than the Otaheite. 
I saw a great deal of this cane grown in the 
Straits, and it grows the greatest weight per 
foot of any cane I have seen, sometimes almost 
two pounds weight per foot of cane. This 
cane ranks second to the Giant Claret cane for 
freene^ of growth, and although not so stout 
as the Giant cane, it was heavier per foot, and, 
of course, contained much more sugar. 
Through experiments we tried with a great 
number of varieties in the Straits, the Salan- 
gore proved itself the best cane, standing more 
erect on the same soil than any other variety. 
The next in order was the Otaheite, Lahaina. 
or Bourbon, as it is variously named; third 
was a Borneo cane named Camar Morte ; and 
the fourth was the. Home cane. The latter 
much resembles the cane called the New 
Guinea cane here, 1 saw a great deal of Rappoe 
or Rose Bamboo grown in Mackay district, 
where it seems much in favor. However, I 
saw none of it long enough to cause it to lodge, 
although some of It was longer than anything 
I have seen growing erect here, and there is 
no doubt it was found a good sugar producing 
cane by the C. S. R. Company before they 
recommended it being planted; as they take 
every care and have every means of finding 



out the varieties that pay the mill best. Still 
I am confident a cane of more erect habit will 
pay us better here. The red cane of Bengal 
is a good strong cane. This the Malays name 
Tibboo Mlrah. A good deal of it is grown in 
the Straits. When visiting the Acclimatiza- 
tion Gardens In Brisbane I saw what I took to 
be the ratoon of a graft, and reckoned 
some thirty canes of apparently distinct 
different varieties at the one stool. We 
must try and raise some new varieties. I 
have a few grafts planted of the Rappoe and 
the stripped Singapore, also the Rappoe and 
the New Guinea cane, and I hope to show you 
what varieties emanate from same. If we 
would take an example from the Germans in 
the care they take in selecting the roots of beet 
they are to keep for seed, we would do well. 
They have by this careful selection Improved 
the beet as a sugar-producing root so in the 
space of sixteen years that it is yielding about 
double the sugar; so that not only must we 
select the varieties of cane, but the best of 
them for seed, and by analysis I think you will 
find it will be one of more erect habit than the 
Rappoe. The ones I would recommend are the 
Green Salangore and the Otaheite. 

Cultivation of the Plant.— The proper 
season to plant here is as soon as you can get 
your land ready after the wet season. Two 
reasons I would give for this. One is, that by 
having your canes planted early they will bd 
grown enough to be able to take full advantage 
of the rain and warm weather when they come, 
and although the canes may notsrow much 
through the dry cold weather, still they stool 
and cover the ground to an extent to prevent 
in a measure the growth of grass when grow- 
ing weather arrives. Second reason is, you 
will have nearly all the work done to these plants 
before crushing season, and after cutting your 
cane will be able to attend to your ratoons. In 
this way you will be able to cultivate more 
land with fewer hands. 

Every place has its own mode of planting. 
In some countries everything hcs to be done 
with the hoe, shovel and fork, but I will only 
speak of it as it obtains here. At Mackay, 
where the most of the work is done by horse 
power, you will see farms as well worked as 
anywhere. Many of them go in for riding. 
This is done by gathering a Bed to plant two 
or three rows upon, leaving a ditch or wide 
furrow between each bed, planting the cane 
on the high ground. This is done no doubt to 
assist in draining the land and to get a 
greater depth of soil cured to grow their cane 
on. This will help them to get heavier crops 
in the meantime, but in time it will impover- 
ish the soil, as a fiow of surface drainage car- 
ries with it much of the finer particles of the 
soil, and those fine partic es carry with them 
much of the soluble matter of manures applied 
or absorbed from the air. If they adopted 
thorough drainage and broke up their subsoil, 
these fine particles would descend downward 
and be retained by the soil. 

In planting with the plow the furrows 
should be opened one foot deep, deeper if 
your soil is free from acidity, as in putting the 
cane plant deep and afterward gradually 
breaking the mould up to it, it gets a chance 
of rooting more strongly than if planted shal- 
low, besides supplying the buds or eyes of the 
young canes mould to grow and to nourish 
them, thereby giving you a strong stool of 
canes. 

Holing as Done in Scrub Land Herb.— I 
think in general the holes are made too small. 
Twelve to sixteen Inches square dug deep and 
broken up in the l>ottom, and a little earth 
from the surface placed in the bottom of the 
hole, would, in my opinicn, be an improve- 
ment, and give the cane an opportunity of 
rooting better. In Barbados tbey make the 
holes about eighteen to twenty-four inches 
square, and in the bottom of each put a bas- 
ket of farmyard manure or fish compost. 

The land throughout the growth of the cane 
should be kept quite clean and free from 
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weeds, and the dead leaves removed from the 
cane from time to time (and placed under any 
inclined to lodj2:e) to allow the sun and air to 

fet freely at the cane, and about six weelts 
efore cutting, the cane should be trashed as 
high up the cane as you expect will be fit for 
sugar manufacture. 

Cutting Cane. — The Dutchman's saving 
comes about correct here, that one inch at the 
bottom is worth three at the top ; consequently 
the cane should be cut evenly with the ground, 
an inch under if you can get it done, not alone 
to get the most of the sweetest portion of the 
cane you can, but to insure strong ratoons, as 
if the cane is cut high the uppermost buds of 
the cane burst forth, growing first, and soon 
assume the appearance of our blady grass, and 
so choking the lower buds that they are re- 
duced to the same weak growth, producing a 
great number of small stunted canes. 

Ratooning.— As it is of great importance 
to return to the soil as much of the cane as 
possible that is unfit for sugar manufacture, 
the leaves and uppermost joints of the cane 
should be returned to the ground as soon as 
possible after cutting. Before we could do 
this here it would have to be cut up, but I 
think this could be done by cutting wheers 
(something like these circular coulters) fixed 
in a frame, well sharpened, and weighted to 
cut the trash and tops. Then your first opera- 
tion, ploughing away from the cane row, 
would cover it. Some time after, it can be 
leveled with a light scufiler, and in time can 
l>e hepled up to the oine. This is perhaps 
rather a rough mode of covering it, as to 
get the most good of the trash, it should be 
covered deeply to open up the ground and 
help aeration, but, although some of it will be 
exposed to the air, the greater portion of it 
will be covered. Burning the trash is a great 
mistake, unless done to destroy some pest. 
Unless for this, the only other occasion it 
might be pardonable is when you are about to 
replant; but if labor is plentiful, and no fear 
of pests, it would pay not to do so then. ' In 
1878, if my memory serves me aright, the 
borer caused considerable anxiety in British 
Quiana. The species that gave trouble there 
was what is known as the Froceras sacchari- 
phagus. United and prompt measures were 
taken by all the plantations for its destruction. 
All trash, rotten cane and cane debris of 
every description was burnt. The pest 1 
have heard most of here is the grub, but as 
the beetle producing them lays its eggs in the 
groimd, burning the leaves would not get at 
mem. The proceras lays its eggs on the leaf 
close to the joint of the cane. »mut and rust 
are put down to improper cultivation and 
treatment of the soil by such authorities as 
Drs. Ure and Watt, and I think they would 
put what is known as gumming here to the 
same cause. I had some experience with a 
disease very similar to gumming in the Straits. 
The Chinese termed it sap disease. The cane 
would seem quite healthy up to three or four 
months' growth, when for no apparent reason 
it would commence to droop and die off, the 
centre top leaves dying first. This, of course, 
would come from the cane being an endogenous 
plant, and from more of the poisoned sap 
getting at the top centre leaves than the 
leaves on any other portion of the cane, from 
the fact that the sap has to ascend there to 
further grow the cane. By taking hold of one 
of the canes apparently not much affected it 
would break on quite easy at the uppermost 
inner joint, and on examining it you would 
find it quite a red color; the dead ones you 
found nearly black at the top inner joint. 

Shortly after taking charge of Sir John 
Ramsden*6 estate, the chairman of directors, 
through the secretary, sent me a list of fields 
on which not to plant cane, with a history of 
them, as to how often they had been planted 
and the canes died off. He also sent me anal- 
ysis of the soils of each field. The soils were 
analyzed by the late Professor Voekler, who 
pronounced them to be all highly surcharged 



with iron and sulphuric acid, which combining 
together formed green vitriol, which he des- 
cribed as the most perfect plant poison, and 
advised deep draining and liming. I wrote the 
directors that I meant to experiment on one 
of the fields, and choose the one with the 
worst character. They in time wrote, hoping 
I would be successful, and asked to be posted 
with the appearance of the cane at the differ- 
ent stages of the growth. I got the manager 
to carry out the experiment. Originally there 
was a drain in the field 120 feet apart and one 
foot deep. I had drains cut 30 feet apart and 
three feet six inches deep, with a large trucker 
across field in centre, and a large trucker from 
it to main draining trench leading to water 
gate; I also cut drills or small drains across 
the beds 18 inches by IS inches on each alter- 
nate opening. This was In the dry season. I 
left it thus until the fissures or Vents in the 
land were nearly as deep as the drains, and as 
we had a great command of fresh water, I was 
able to almost swamp the field by closing up all 
drains at the side line or main draining trench. 
The water in the course of a couple of days 
got covered with a scum of glary stuff. This 
we examined daily, and this stuff increased in 
thickness for three days on the first application 
of water. This water was rtm off, and the 
land again allowed to open up with the dry 
weather, when it was again fiooded with 
water. This was done four times, and the last 
time very little of this protoxide of iron came on 
the surface of the water. I then had the land 
turned over eighteen inches deep and gave it 
a liberal application of lime, but before apply- 
ing the lime formed the rows for the cane 
plants, and with the first rains the cane plants 
were put in and came away nicely. Before 
being crushed, I had to leave in bad health, 
but It yielded over forty piculs per acre (a 
picnl is 3333^ poimds; 16.8 piculs to the ton), 
and I had accounts of this field three years 
after this, and then there had been no recur- 
rence of the disease. The lands I saw on the 
Richmond and Tweed rivers can be cured in 
the same way, but the question comes, will It 
pay to do? How the application of lime cures 
the soils surcharged with green vitriol is from 
the lime having a greater affinity for sulphuric 
acid than iron has. combining with the sul- 
phuric acid and forming with It gypsum, dis- 
placing the iron in the K>rm of an oxide. The 
flooding I did to try and get rid of some of the 
poison. 

It would take a very lengthy paper to enter 
fully into the minutiae of manufacture, so I 
will content myself with tolerably few points 
regarding the factory and manufacture. The 
first point is to see that the land around the 
factory, more especially near to the factory 
site, is well and efficiently drained, and that 
the fioor of the factory be laid so that it will 
be easily kept clean and dry; that no refuse 
of any kind is allowed to collect in or about 
the factory. If you refer to Pasteur^s work 
on the germ theory, you will at once see the 
force of this, as germs are easily propagated, 
but not so easily destroyed. Take his experi- 
ment with turnip infusion. This he placed in 
glass bulbs, excluding all air, closing the ends 
of bulbs by melting the glass, and boiled 
them. Then he found that anything under 
three hours^ boiling had not the effect of 
sterilizing the germs In the infusion; over 
three hours' boiling had the effect of com- 
pletely sterilizing them. So you will see 
germs are more easily grown than got rid of. 

Crushing up to 1874 in. British Guiana was 
what is known as single crushing, and we 
have no account of a double crushing previous 
to this date. Duchissaing and the late Hon. 
Wm. Russell, of British Guiana, are the two 
first men who seemed to grasp the fact of the 
enormous amount of sugar being sent to the 
furnaces in the megass. Mr. Russell, after 
experimenting at the estate he resided on, 
arranged to nave a public trial at an estate 
near to Georgetown, and all members of our 
agricultural society were invited, and I had 



the honor to be there. The experiment was 
undertaken at plantation Ruimveldt, on Octo- 
ber 21, 1874. Mr. Russell had that day, in 
addition to his own chemists, Mr. Fahlberg, 
now professor of chemistry of a college m 
Toronto. Mr. Russell and his engineer, Mr. 
Walter Reslen, had previously patented 
maceration, but even after the great advantage 
to be gained in macerating cane and second 
crushing was pointed out, proprietors were 
some years before they to any extent adopted 
same and double crushing. A trial upon very 
rank canes and the difiiciuty in making sugar 
from the juice operated against its adoption. 
Still in a few years the necessity of adopting 
same was patent to ail, and now you don^t 
find one factory without it. Maceration and 
double crushing gave us all great trouble in 
sugar making, at least so far as to hinder in 
making sugar with that beautiful canary 
bloom Demerara sugars are so famed for. 
However, after we got juice heaters powerful 
enough to boil the juice from the mill, we 
again got clarification to make sugar up to the 
old standard, which I donU think would ever 
have been attained by the old system of clari- 
fication, there being so much more matter for- 
eign to successful sugar making in juices from 
maceration and double crushing than from 
single. This you will understand from the 
fact that most of the albumen and saline mat- 
ter is contained In the sap vessels and rind of 
the OAne, and are far harder to squeeze out 
than the juice in the cells; consequently yon 
are likely to get less of these impurities with 
an expression of 60 to 67 per cent, from the 
cane than from expressing 80 to 86 per cent. 
Many claim that diffusion is preferable to 
maceration and double crtishing, as, although 
they get the soluble salts in the juice, it is not 
surcharged with albtimen. Two large facto- 
ries in British Guiana, which have complete 
plants for maceration and double crushing 
and diffusion, have for years worked the 
diffusion process, showing a profit by the 
extra amount of sugar thereby gained, 
although the evaporation is more expensive. 
The Bessemer press, invented by Sir HeniT' 
Bessemer in 1849, was supposed to extract all 
the juice without any of the sap. It waa 
worked by means of a hydraulic ram, with 
strong suction pump underneath the box to 
suck out the juice. His idea did not get 
much attention at the time, but I understand 
some engineers in Glasgow are trying to per- 
fect a process of much the same description 
and I hope they may be successful, as in the 
juice cells there is very little else but pure 
sugar and water, and it would be a great 
matter to get this from the cane withoat 
mixing it up with the impurities contained 
therein. With maceration and double crush- 
ing, or as many crushings as you like, there 
will always be about 45 per cent, of moisture 
lost in the megass. The less per cent, of sugar 
in this moisture left in the megass, the less 
sugar you are sending away as fuel, and the 
pomt to saturate to is so long as you are 
getting sugar to pay for the fuel, etc., and 
leave a profit. The macerating chamber of 
the mill here is the same as invented by 
Messrs. Russel & Resien. The circular drum 
in use on the Colonial Company's estate here 
is, I think, more effective. 

Tempering the Cane Juice.— It is in the 
clarifier that the sugar is made, and the 
tempering of the juice requires constant and 
intelligent attention. Litmus papers and 
liquid are made use of to show when the juice 
is neutral, but a correct eye is also very 
necessary. If not properly tempered in the 
first instance, loss of sugar results thronehout 
the whole operation of manufacture. Adding 
lime in a pan may assist to get grain, bnl 
think of the inversion that has taken place 
previous to the juice getting there, and little 
will be the sugar you ^11 get from your sec- 
ond syrups. 

To arrive at the amount of sugar in the cane 
juice, you will get numerous authorities who 
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ffi?e yoa the amoant of SQgtLT contained in the 
fuioe by its density, or specific gravity, and if 
we are to talce the amount of sngar by some of 
the best authorities, you will find that Mr. Mc- 
Calloch's (questioned) statement to the Pro- 
serpine farmers is not far out, which was their 
making a ton of sugar with five tons of cane. 
Say they get juice from their cane showing a 
density of 12 deg. Baum6. This, according to 
Tucker, contains 21.7 per cent, of sugar; I)r. 
Dutrone 22.08 per cent. Drs. Ure and Watt 
are somewhat under these authorities. Still 
with juice of this density the ton of sng.ir should 
be made from less than six tons of cane. Take 
Tucker ^8 figures (who, so far as I know, is the 
best authority on sugar analysis), 21.7 per cent., 
and putting the expression of juice from the 
cane at 80 per cent., a ton of cane will yield 
you 1792 pounds of juice; therefore, 1792 by 
21.7 equals 388.86 pounds of sufi:ar to the ton 
of cane. In this way you should take 6.76 
tons of cane to a ton of sugar. 

Density is rather a rough test, however, and 
the polariscope is now in general use in all 
factories of any importance. The shadow in- 
strument is my favorite. It is easier to read 
correctly with it; maybe from being most used 
to it that I think so. By the use of the polari- 
scope and the test for glucose and ash, you can 
tell the amount of sugar obtainable from the 
Inice. Every factory should be under chem- 
ical control, 80 as to find out where the loHses 
are occurring, if any are. I have had thirty 
years^ experience, and have seen much good 
and more bad manufacture in both sugar and 
rum. 

The mills of the Colonial Company (at least 
the two I have been in) here are well run, but 
as their working and results are kept private, 
I can^c say how their operations compare with 
others I have seen and worked. One thing, 
they are not afraid to use both water and 
steam in maceration, and are, I should think, 
extracting as much of the sweets from the 
cane as any. This, as I have already said, is 
right, so long as thereby you are getting sugar 
to pay for fuel and other expenses incidental 
to same. From practice and observation, I 
think the two weak points in their factories 
are their furnaces for burning green megass, 
and striking their masse cuite so low. There 
are furnaces with heated air (only) entering 
under the grate bars, cold air being completely 
excluded, that are producing steam from the 
megass alone to run the factory, and this with 
maceration and double crushing. The mixers 
under the pans are not strong enough to handle 
a highly stnick sugar. No doubt the sugar 
is thus struck here from a labor-saving point 
of view, but when we consider that the coeffi- 
cient of glucose is 2 (most chemists now agree 
to take it at what it reads), and that of ash 5, 
both of which exist in the masse culte, it 
will be patent to you that the more of the 
crystallized matter extracted in the first in- 
stance the better. The small circular pans as 
used by the Germans and in use in British 
Guiana are the best I have seen. They are 
capable of containing about 3 cwt. From the 
small size of them, the sugar cools qulclcly, 
and when the sugar Is forced out of them by 
hydraulic pressure, it presents^ as it falls into 
the pug mill, exactly the appearance a barrel 
of Portland cement presents after having been 
for some time under water. But, gentlemen, I 
am allowing this paper to run to too great a 
length, and must close, hoping we will, by com- 
bined action, be able to improve the cane as 
the Germans have the beets, and make our po- 
sition as sugar farmers a strong one. — Queens- 
land Sugar Journal, 



Darker Europe. 

Although serfdom U generally believed to 
have been abolished in Austro-Hungary in 
1848 and in Russia in 1863, yet it still exists in 
certain remote parts of Hungary, where the 
aristocratic landowners have retained to such 



a degree possession of their old-time feudal 
rights over the peasantry on their land that 
many of them are accustomed to use their 
peasants as beasts of burden, harnessing four 
men to a plow, instead of a pair of horses or a 
yoke of oxen, says a correspondent. Through- 
out the northeast of Hungary the noble land- 
owners are in the habit of demanding fifty 
days' work in the year from each laborer or 
peasant on the estate, without any remunera- 
tion whatsoever. When the lord of the soil 
has any work to be done, he sends a drummer 
through the village, and every male inhabitant 
is compelled by law to obey the summons. 
The lord then selects as many men as he re- 
quires and sends the rest home. The spread 
of education and instruction among the masses 
has ended by awakening them to a sense of the 
Indignity and injustice of this form of servi- 
tude, and accordingly in the districts of Nyire- 
gihanza they have organized a movement to 
abolish these ancient usages and rights of the 
landowners, and have, moreover, refused obe- 
dience to the latter. The landowners have, in 
consequence, appealed to the government, 
which has responded to the application by 
sending troops to the disaffected districts. The 
peasant movement has been suppressed with 
no little bloodshed, and the leaders have been 
either lodged in prison or expelled from the 
kingdom, while those who remain are forced 
to comply with every demand made upon their 
labor by the landowners. It is incredible that 
such a state of affairs as this should exist in a 
civilized and Christian country, at the latter 
end of the nineteenth century, and that a gov- 
ernment which professes to be so liberal as 
that of Hungary should not only tolerate, 
but even enforce, any such treatment of the 
laboring classes.^Picayune. 



Sugar Boiling Experiments. 

Most sugar makers are cognizant of the two 
methods of sugar boiling known respectively 
as the *^ intermittent ^^ and '* continuous ^^ feed 
process, and it was with a view to demonstrate 
the superiority of one or the otfafer that the fol- 
lowing experiments were made under the 
chemical direction of Mr. Joseph Fletcher, the 
well-known chemist and analyst. Although 
these ^^experiments ^^ do not indicate anything 
very startling, yet sufticlent is shown to war- 
rant a continuance of the series extending over 
a whole season, thereby embracing the variety 
of juices usually met with, when no doubt a 
definite answer could be given to the problem. 
Personally, and apart from the slight advan- 
tage shown in the following data, I am inclined 
to think that the continuous feed process is the 
best, because it appears to be the system most 
in touch with the theories of crystallography, 
and it is to be hoped others will follow up 
these investigations and record the results in 
your columns. 

The experiments in question were conducted 
thus: Three *' intermittent process" pans 
were boiled alternately with three *' contin- 
uous " process pans, from liquor whose com- 
position was as near as possible the same. It 
will be observed that the '• continuous feed '■ 
process gave one- half pound more dry sugar 
per gallop of masse cuite, notwithstanding its 



masse culte contained nearly 2 per cent, more 
" water'- than the *» intermittent " process. 

Continuous Fbed Process. 

Number of tests : 8 

Totol gallons of liquid used 25,281 

Total gallons of masse culte therefrom ...12,037 
Pounds of dry sugar obtained per gallon 

of masse cuite 8.06 

Analysis. 

Per cent, water in masse cuite 11.5 

Per cent, sucrose in masse culte 80.61 

Purity of masse cuite 91.00 

Per cent, sucrose in first molasses 59.10 

Intermittent Feed Process. 

Number of tests S 

Total gallons of liquid used 25,012 

Total gallons of masse cuite therefrom ...11.652 
Pounds of dry sugar obtained per gallon 

of masse cuite 7.51 

Analysis. 

Per cent, water in masse cuite 9.7 

Per cent, sucrose in masse cuite. 80.5 

Purity of masse cuite 89.02 

Per cent, sucrose in first molasses 60.85 

These data would be more serviceable if I 
had obtained the *» purity '' of the liquor and 
first molasses, and In future experiments the 
omission will be rectified.— C. F, Manro^ in 
Queensland /Sugar Journal, 



Personal. 



Mr. Bobert Bodln was the sugar boiler on 
the Anna place of Mr. Thomas Shaffer during 
the recent crop. Mr. Bodln ranks high as a 
sugar boiler and usually makes a big crop. - 

That well-known sugar boiler, Mr. Julius 
Scbultz, was In the city on Wednesday after 
spending some time In the country. Mr. 
Schultz has not been well, but now wears his 
usual healthy glow again. 

Mr. Benjamin H. Prlng, proprietor of the 
splendid Oneida plantation on the upper coast, 
was in the city on a visit a few days ago, and 
registered at the St. Charles. 

Mr. John Vegas, of St. James parish, of 
which locality he Is one of the most highly 
esteemed and popular residents, was registered 
at the Grunewald during the past week. He 
was accompanied by Mrs. Vegas. 

Mr. C. A. Kelly, of Glen plantation, was a 
guest of the Commercial Hotel a few days 
ago. 

Col. R. H. Cobb, vice president and genera, 
manager of the Annlston Lime and Stone 
Company, of Annlston, Ala., was In town dur- 
ing the past week renewing the pleasant ac- 
quaintance he possesses with so many of our 
sugar planters. 

Professor LezinA. Becnel, superintendent of 
the Ashton plantation, in St. Charley parish, 
was In the city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. Ed. Elliott was the head engineer on the 
Linwood plantation, of Hon. Walter A. O'Neill, 
last season. Mr. Elliott won deserved praise 
for his excellent work. Under his supervision 
everything about the mechanical department 
of Linwood ran as smooth as silk. 

Hon. J. J. Shaffer, a prominent planter of 
Terrebonne parish, was In the city on a visit a 
few days ago and registered at the St. Charles 



Hotel. 
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RECEIPTS AND SALES AT NEW ORLEANS FOR THE WEEK 
ENDING JUNE 3, 1898. 



Received . 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

_ 654 

20 



Bbls. Clsan. 

75 



RECEIPTS AT NEW ORLEANS FROM AUQ. i, 1897, TO JUNE 
3, X898, COMPARED WITH LAST TEAR, SAME TIME. 



This jear.. 
Last jear.. 



Sacks Rough. 

^ 467,601 
.. 875,830 



Bbls. Clxa> . 

8,081 
9,490 



Sugar. 

At the end of the week the local sugar 
market was quiet, with only a moderate 
business reported. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals steady. 



Rice. 

Offerings of rough and clean are ex- 
tremely light and but little movement is 
reported. The market continues to rule 
strong. 



Taimage on the Rice Market. 

In spite of the contrary conditions, such as 
plavlan experiences and backward spring in 
gome parts *^ down East ^^ and in the Middle 
States, former high record continues to be 
maintained. Although the yolame of busi- 
ness is exceptionally* large it is deyoid of any 
speculative features, indiyidual purchases be- 
ing limited to well ascertained requirements. 
The arrivals of the last week were of land- 
office proportions, but were all distributed 
promptly from steamer side. Spot stocks are 
light, and best selections only obtainable 
by securement in advance of arrival. Advices 
from the South note steady demand, mainly 
Imported sorts. Cables and correspondence 
from abroad note rising price still the rule, 
and on some styles the highest figures ever 
reached have been made. The forward sup- 
ply is still further reduced because of the 
diversion of crops in the far East from regular 
channels, to meet the deficiency in Japan. 
The Imports of that country from Burmah, 
Corea, Cochin-China. Saigon and Siam thus 
far foot up 9,600,000 bags. The amount is 
formidable, being twenty times an average 
crop of the United States. Under such cir- 
cum<^tances even the more conservative have 
given up looking for reaction the present year, 
and there is a growing impression that prices 
on ordinary sorts !nay yet be advanced a rad- 
ical item. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 



crop movement to date : Receipts, rough, in- 
clusive of amount carried over, 537,100 saclcs ; 
last year, 670,000 sacks. Sales, cleaned (esti- 
mated), 121,750 barrels; last year, 109,150 bar- 
rels. Quiet; demand limited and local; 
prices firm. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
59,470 barrels; sales, 58,930 barrels. Nothing 
offering except stock previously noted and now 
selling from second hands. Principal business 
doing is in foreign sorts. 



St. Mary. 

Some portions of the parish were treated 
to a good rain on Monday. It is a pity that 
the downpour had not been more general. 
The crops are suffering for water; many people 
have none to drink, and are compelled to beg 
from their friends. Water for cooking and 
washing purposes is hauled from the bayou. 
Suffering for water is simply growing intense, 
and if it does not rain soon the losses will run 
up into the millions, besides the other incon- 
veniences. 

The suffering caused by an absence of water 
is growing serious, to say the least. The crops 
can not stand it much longer and thoroughly 
mature when the proper time comes. 

Mr. Birg has been flooding his crops also on 
account of the dry weather, which is the most 
extensive we ever had at this season of the 
year. 

Hon. Walter O'Niell has lost several of the 
finest mules on his Linwood plantation during 
the last few days, supposed to have been the 
result of an overdose of molasses, which he had 
run out through ditches into his pasture from 
the sugar house, which was then in operation 
drying out the thirds of last season. 

Mr. J. C. Mahon has returned from a visit to 
hlB old home in the West Indies, which he has 
not seen since his immigration to this country 
about thirty years ago. The island suns of the 
Atlantic gave him a healthful color, and 
seemed to improve his physical condition in 
other respects. 

Messrs. Wm. J. Young and U. P. Himel, 
both of St. Mary parish, have purchased the 
Anchorage plantation in St. Landry, of Mr. N. 
J* Foote. real estate and land agent of ihis 



place, acting for Messrs. Paine and others, of 
New Orleans, its owners. The Anchorage, 
together with a small adjacent tract, embraces 
1378 acres of the finest sugar- producing soil in 
that broad and rich parish. The price paid 
was $22,500. It is likely that both the new 
owners will take a hand in its management 
next season; though for the remaining portipn 
of the current year, we do not know the ar- 
rangement between them. The News wishes 
them much success, which they abundantly 
deserve, and seem to be enjoying, having each 
begun at the ground-step only a few years 
ago. 

Mr. Thomas J. Shaffer ^vill begin the erec- 
tion of a fine and costly residence on his Anna 
plantation soon. It will be built by Mr. H. 
B. Fourmy.— iS'^ Mary News, May 26, 



Trade Notes. 
Maubtman & Loeb.—These gentlemen tell 
us that the Myrtle Grove sugar house of the 
Messrs. Wilbert, near Plaquemine, is being 
converted by them into one of the model es- 
tablishments of the Stete. They are putting in 
new double effects, vacuum pans, pumps, 
Corliss engines and other paraphernalia, and in 
effectiveness and completeness Myrtle Grove 
will be hard to beat. 



Mr. W. J. Thompson, of Calumet plantation, 
was a guest of the St. Charles on Wednesday. 

Mr. A. O. Levert, of St. Martinsville, La., 
was registered at the Grunewald Friday night. 

Capt. John N. Pharr, of Berwick, and Mr. 
J. A. Pharr were in the city on a visit a few 
days ago. They registered at the St. Charles. 

Mr. William Harris, an experienced and 
highly esteemed planter of Rapides parish 
was in the city on a visit last Tuesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Barton, of Ascension 
parish, were in the city on a visit a few days 
ago and registered during their stay at the 
Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

Mr. William Polk, a prominent planter and 
esteemed citizen of Alexandria, was a guest of 
the Grunewald on Thursday. 

Mr. Adam Short, of the Belle View planta- 
tion, near Franklin, registered at the Royal 
during the week. 
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WANTS. 



W« will publish in this cidiima, frts of duuge vndl 
fnrthw notlee, the applicatloiis of all ma&sfen, om- 
wmn, enfflneefs and sofar makers, and othen who may 
be leebim poeitlofis in the coimtry. and also the wants 
•f planters desiring to employ any of these. 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A GRADUATE OF 
polytechnic academy: ionrteen years' experience 
in beet sugar factories ; well versed in practical sugar 
manufacturing; chemical control; arrangement of sufar 
house; beet culture, etc. : best of testimonials and refer- 
ences given. Address C. D., 147 Green street, Brook- 
lyn, N.V 63.98 

WANTED— A GOOD MECHANIC TO REPRB- 
sent me in each sugar parish in the State for the 
•ale and construction of my new automatic cane trans- 
fer. Address B. W. WILEY, Jr., Lecompte, La. 
6-a-98 



WANTED — A POSITION BY AN EXPERI- 
enced sugar maker for the coming crop ; many 
years' experience; best of references given. Address 
ALBERT PBYRONNET, 1933 Dumalne street. New 
Orleans, La. 6-a 98 



TTTTANTED— A POSITION FOE COMING SUGAR 
VY crop as cane weigher, juice keeper or water tender, 
by a married man ; best ot references. Address GEO. 
TASSIN, New Orleans, La. 5-38-98 



W^ 



f ANTED- A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 

vacuum*pan sugar maker to take off the crop dur- 
ing the next season; I can do my own clarity log; 
itnctly temperate and reliable; references furnished on 
application : would accept an assistancy in a large crop. 
Address SUGAR MAKER, Lock Box so, Ei * ' ' 



Texas. 



Eagle Lake, 
6-3-98 



WANTED — BY A MAN OF MANY YEARS' 
experience, a situation as clarifier for vacuum 
pan, or sugar boiler and clarifier on open kettles, or 
Open steam traixij the best of references given. Apply 
to E. MEYNARD, Charenton P. O., St. Mary parish, 
La. 6-1-98 

W-ANTED— A POSITION BY A YOUNG MAN 
* * with experience as clerk In a country or planta- 
tion store; has knowledge of book-keeping; good refer- 
ences. Address C. P. A., this office. 5*31-98 



WANTED— POSITION ON A SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion as manager or assistant for winter; also 
next year if everything proves satisfactory; pan come 
October i and bring 50 or 100 hands for grinding if 
wanted; have had much escperience in planting and 
managing labor. Address K., Greensbnrg, SL Helena 
parish, La. 5-a6*^ 



WANTED— A POSITION BY AN EXPSRI- 
enced engineer and machinist, thoroughly fa- 
miliar with all classes of sugar house and refinery 
machinery, and can furnish first-class references from 
employers for the past fifteen years. Address J . E., 5151 
w , . 5-a4-98^^ 



Msgazine street, New Orleans. 



'WANTED- A SUGAR OR MOLASSES BARREL 
Yv maker would like a position on a plantation, or in 
the cijhr: can furnish references. Address LOUIS 
ROGEKS, 3901 Bienville street, city. 5-31-98 



WANTED — POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar chemist of long experience, competent to 
take charge of any department of sugar manufacture ; 
excellent recommendations. Address CLEMENb 
DOMES, 147 Green street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 5-19-98 

WANTED — A FIRST - CLASS ASSISTANT 
vacuum jpan sugar maker; give references. 
Address, Lock Box 193, Patterson, La. 5-19-98 



WANTED— A TECHNICAL, EDUCATED MAN, 
with three years' experience ia Europe, and com- 
petent to conduct a beet augar factory, wanti anv posi- 

Address 



tion where he can make himself useful. 
HOB ROC, 46 Cabot street, Boston, Mass. 



5-3o-« 



WANTED— A POSITION AS TRAMWAY EN- 
Kineer. Address A. E. HUTCHINSON, 740 
Nashville avenue. New Orleans. 5-3CH-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
engineer, for construction, repairs and general 
work. Satisfactory references as to ability and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, 1026 Jena street. 
New Orleans. 5.X0 98. 

WANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHER OR SIM- 
ilar for coming season, by experienced man of «; 
first-class recommendation; well posted on general 
office work; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address E., care L. Schuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solms P. O., Ascension parish, La. 5 3-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop ; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- I 
dress D. W. B., No. 730 Valmont street. New Orleans, 

S'3 93 



W^ 



'ANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
and engineer, fifteen years' experience in refineries 
and sugar houses; can gnre first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WBSTON, 740 Poydras street. New 
Orleans, La. 4-36-98 



W' 



ANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 



tie, open pan and vacuum pan sugar maker, a 
a for this coming grindingseason ; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX bSRPASSE, St. 



position for this coming 
ences can be given, 
Bernard P. O., La. 



4-37-98 



"flTANTED- POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
V* assistant manager, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a stable; I am a married man, 30 years 
old; have good references as to habits and capability; 



all letters will receive prompt attention. 
WILLIAM DEETRICH, Hammond, La. 



Address 
4-a3-<* 



WANTED — A POSITION AS RAILROAD 
trackman on some plantation. Address E., St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 5-10-9S. 



WANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box 3, Natchitoches, La. 4-30-98 



WANTED-ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having experience. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is now open 
for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street, New Orleans, 



La. 



4-6-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantation ; can give 
best of references ae to ability and character. Address 
500, care Plantbr. 



WANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 
would like an engagement for the comingseason ; 
recommendors the Dest in the State. Address J. FRANZ, 
Eureka, St. Louis county. Mo. 4 -6 98 



WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
yovdtry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, Centerville, La. 4-5-^ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
* ^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
ployers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
j. R. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady; good 
leferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
lerred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 



W-ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
*v Painter; can give good references. Address 300, 
this office. 4*9 98. 



WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish gooa 
reference; has had many years' experience. Adoress 
GEO. CODE, Sr., No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 
^__ . 3-39-98. 



WANTED-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^ ^ perience in heavy framing and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work In build- 
ing, altering or repairing sugar houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C. A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street, New Orleans. 



OTANTED- POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
VY competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantaUon boiling: understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. E. 
MOORE, S85 South Fifth sueet, Brooklyn, New York. 

3-35-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position : reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3-16-98 



WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' EX- 
perienc< in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assisUnt; best of 
testimonials. Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchange. 
E 15, New York. 3-17-98 



W A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3-17-98 



La. 



fXr ANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
▼ ▼large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicating with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, speciallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most mooem machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. t)elaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-36-98. 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacuum pan sugar boiler, five years' experiencOr 
for 1898 crop; best of reference and .satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J. SAVOY, PalncourtviUe, La. 318^ 

ANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF BNGI 

neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 

crop for coming season : can furnish the best of refer* 

ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp street. New Orleans, 

La. 3-9-96 

TTTTANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
YY sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification; write for further particulars, W. J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-98 

WANTED — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
and builder; will take iob work: can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. H., this office. 3-5-96 

"WANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
^* ice-house work; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer : can furnish good references. Admt» 
F. G, LcmENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man wbo has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also understands 
clarification and polarizing ; habits strictly temperate ; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 
Louisiana PLantxr. 3-31-96. 

ANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 

a poffition as manager or assistant manager on 
sugar plantation ; have had some twelve years' experience ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F. MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. 3-33-^ 

ANTED— A POSITION Ao MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on su^ar plantation, by a young 
married man, 38 years of age; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
Plantxr, 518 and 530 Gravier street. New Orleans, La. 

3-34-98 



W 



WANTED— IRISH-AMERICAN, 36 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, oesires posi- 
tion of management In Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, Station O, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-8-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L. 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-96 



tITANTED— A CROP TO BOIL THE COMING 
VY season ; first-class references furnished. Address 
H. G. Hill, Ponchatoula, La. 3-36^6. 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
and experienced sugar boiler for coming crop, or 
as assistant boiler in some large factory. Best of refer- 
3, Donaldsonville, La. 

3-3i'98. 



ences given. W. B., Box 63, 



TXTANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 

▼ ▼ and mechanic for Mexico ; can furnish good refer- 
ences. Address JOS. SERRANO, 919 Poland street. 

1-34-98 



WANTED— A SITUATION AS MANAGER OR 
assistant manager on a sugar or cotton plantation ; 
best of references furnished. Address JOHNSON, 5535 
Magazine street. New Orleans, La. 



WANTED— POSITION AS SUGAR BOILER FOR 
the comine season. Have had five years' experi- 
ence and can furnish good references. Address U. 
WEBRE, Central, La. i -30-96 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
for the 1898 crop, by a boiler of fifteen years' ex- 
perience in refinery and plantation work ; best of refer- 
ences from former places. Address R.j J. W., 834 First 
street. New Orleans. 1-15-^6 



WILEY'S 
PATENT 
CANE 
TRANSFER 

Is cheap, simple, 
durable, haaales 
caoe rapidly, per- 
fect automatic 
trip, no slings, no 
delays. 

For full particulars and terms, address 

LECOMPTE. LA. 



■ 



CYPRESS WATER TANKS 

Best in the World. 5end for Catalogue. 

W,lt.M.t.,D.N..,.dprlc... „ p LEWIS4C0. LW. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 316 Baronne St 
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•fcCall Brothers, 
tf cCall St Legendre, 
Leon Oodchaux, 

tames Teller, 
I. Lemann St Bro. 
L«ence Soniat, 
Louis Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stubbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompson, 
FoosA Bamett, 
H. C. Warmoth, 
Lucius Forsyth Jr., 
Sdward J. Gay, 
Shattuck ft Hoffman, 
Smile Rost, 
Thomaf D. Miller, 
Schmidt ft Ziegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. 8. Olark, 

&. B. Levert, 
Imoson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomilela, 
W. W. Sutdiffe, 
John S. Moore, 
James C. Murphy, 
Jos. Webre, 



5T0CKH0LDBR8. 

R. Beltran, 
Luden Soniat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. Bills, 
Hero ft Malhlot, 
WJ. Behan, 
J. T. Moore, Jr., 
Bdwards ft Haubtman, 

iohn A. Morris, 
:. H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J. L. Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B.ftJ.Kock, 
Wm. Garlg, 
Adolph Meyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradlsh 1 ohnson, 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard Milliken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesln A. Becnel, 
J. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob, 



XXSCVTITK COMMITTBX: 



Henry McCall, 
Laden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President 



The Louisiana Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation. 

The June meeting of this association 
was held on Thursday evening, at its 
rooms on Carondelet street, and was 
one of the most interesting and success- 
ful meetings held by the organization 
during the past year. The attendance 
was exceedingly good, and the topic 
under discussion, *'The Use of Lime 
and Sulphur in Sugar House Work,'' 
aroused much interest and brought out 
a great quantity of valuable data. 

Judge Emile Rost, president, was in 
the chair, Secretary Dykers at his desk, 
and among those present were Messrs. 
John N. Pharr, Professor Wilkinson of 
Tulane University, C. B. Churchill, 
John Baldwin, Jr., A. S. Crozier, D. 
Jessurum, W. B. Schmidt, H. G. Mor- 
gan, Jt.y W. C. Stubbs, John Dymond, 
E. W. Deming, L. M. Soniat, Prof. B. 
E. Blouin and a large number of others. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes 
of the previous meeting was dispensed 
with. 

Mr, C. S. McParland, of Burnside, 
La., was proposed for membership by 
Mr. C. Robert Churchill, and unani- 
mously elected. 

There being no other new business 
before the meeting the regular topic of 
the evening was then taken up and 
papers thereon were read by Prof. R. E. 
Blouin, of the Sugar Experiment Sta- 
tion, and Mr. E. W. Deming. Profes- 
sor Blouin made some interesting exper- 
iments in connection with his paper, and 
both gentlemen were thanked by the 
association for their valuable contribu- 
tions and the papers ordered published. 
They appear elsewhere in this issue. 

A full and exhaustive discussion of 
the whole subject matter then ensued, 
during the course of which many points 
of vital interest to the whole sugar 
world were brought out. A full steno- 
graphic report of the discussion will be 
printed in The Planter next week, 



containing the remarks of Messrs* 
Stubbs, Pharr, Jessurum, Blouin, Wilk^ 
inson, Churchill, Dymond and other* 
participants. 

At the conclusion of the discussion 
the subject of ** The Best Method of 
Firing, or the Best Type of Boiler Set^ 
ting for the Economical Burning of Bi-^ 
luminous CoaP' was proposed for dis-- 
cussion at the next meeting and adopted. 
The meeting then adjourned. 



The Louisiana Cane Crop. 

From nearly every section of the sugai' 
district come reports this week of 
rains, which have been of varying ex- 
tent and heaviness, and practically 
every part of the sugar belt has received 
some moisture, though there are very 
few localities which chronicle a suffi-» 
ciency. 

The crops, of all kinds, exhibit very 
marked improvement wherever any ap" 
preciable rainfall has occurred, and the 
apprehensions on the score of drought 
are now allayed in almost all localities. 
In but few sections does there seem 
to have been any damage done by the 
dry spell which is of so serious a na-^ 
ture that it can not be repaired by the 
propitious weather which is now mak- 
ing its advent. 



Feeds and Feeding. 

We had occasion recently to refer to 
the valuable work on ** Feeds and Feed' 
ing,^^ published by Prof. W. A. Henry, 
of Madison, Wis. The book has at- 
tracted wide attention during the feW 
months that have elapsed since its first 
publication, which shows the keen in- 
terest American agriculturists are now 
taking in all things relative to plant 
growth and animal nutrition. The book 
is a handsome octavo volume of over 
600 pages, and can be procured froni 
the author, or from* this office, and will 
be delivered postpaid to any address in 
the United States for $2. 



Digitized by 



Google 



370 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR MANUFACTURER. 



[Vol. XX, No. 24. 



That the merits of Professor Henry's 
book are great is evidenced by the fact 
that the leading English agricultural 
journal, The Field, published in Lon- 
don, in its issue of April 16, refers to it 
in the following words : 

^' Feeds and Feeding,*^ a handbook for the 
student and stockman, by Prof. W. A. Henry 
(the author, Madison, Wis., U. S. A.), is no 
ordinary work. In more senses than one it Is 
a volume of an exceptional character. Bulky 
in size, extending to about 650 pages, it is 
comprehensive in scope, unusuallv minute and 
definite in detail, and singularly free from 
umbiguous padding. The first thing, perhaps, 
which strikes the reader is the agreeable clear- 
ness with which the abundant facts are made 
to stand out in eye-catchins fashion, instead of 
t>eing hidden away in endless pages of need- 
less verbiage, as Is unfortunately a common 
fault in many of the works on this subject. 
Professor Henry has wisely dispensed to the 
utmost possible extent, consistent with reason- 
able explanation of the facts and figures pro- 
duced, with fi^eneralities and commonplace 
repetitions, and as a result the reader has not 
long to search, and seldom to search in vain, 
for the specific information he desires. The 
volume, as we have indicated, is brimful of 
solid facts, relating in their astonishing di- 
versity to all conceivable departments and 
phases of the stockbreeder's calling. The 
leading aim of the author has been to produce 
H Standard work on live stock breeding and 
management, and in order to realize his lofty 
ideal he has spared no reasonable effort, nor 
allowed himself to be restricted by any narrow 
prejudice from legitimately utilizing the best 
European sources of information in supporting 
i>r elaborating the conclusions taught at the 
American experiment stations. From all pos- 
sible sources, irrespective of nation or locality, 
the author has endeavored to select data im- 
portant in establishing principles, and helpful 
in directing rational practice, while he has 
also had recourse to all available sources for 
the experiences and observations of practical 
Stockmen. The result, in the shape of this ex- 
tremely valuable volume, fully ^ justifies the 
means adopted in Its compilation. The reader, 
whether student or practical farmer— and it 
matters little whether he be British or Amer- 
ican—will find the book a most instructive, 
trustworthy and convenient companion, forci- 
bly written, admirably arranged and indexed, 
.and abounding in facts. 



riolasses and Mules. 

In a recent issue of the Franklin Kews 
it is stated that Hon. Walter O'Neill has 
lost several of the finest mules on his 
Lin wood plantation, which loss was 
supposed to have been from an over- 
dose of molasses which had been run 
from their ditches into his pasture from 
the sugar house, which had been in 
operation drying out the third sugars of 
last season. 

There was formerly much skepticism 
concerning the value of molasses as 
mule feed, but now the experience of 
years in this country as well as in for- 
eign countries indicates that the molas- 
ses is excellent mule feed. We can 
hardly conceive that Mr. O'Neill's mules 
should have died from the effects of 



molasses, unless some extraordinary 
quantity of it had been consumed by 
them and that they were entirely un- 
used to it. If mules had free access to 
wheat, they might eat enough to kill 
themselves. It is well known that when 
cows break into the feed bins that they 
will eat grain to a point endangering 
their lives. This may have been the 
case with Mr. O'Neill's mules, but we 
are inclined to think that their death 
came from some other cause. 

Molasses has been conclusively proven 
an excellent mule feed, lacking only in 
nitrogen to make it strictly first-class. 
Where mules are fed with molasses, 
and oats, and pea vine hay, an almost 
perfect food supply is reached. 



Louisiana Press Association. 

The annual meeting of the Louisiana 
Press Association has been called to 
take place at Shreveport, on Friday and 
Saturday, July 8 and 9. This meeting 
of the association is thus called because 
the dates are at the season of greatest 
leisure for most of the fraternity in this 
State, and will permit of a proposed ex- 
cursion to Omaha and the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Fair at Omaha immediately after 
the adjournment. The members of the 
press generally throughout the State 
are taking a very keen interest in the 
affairs of the association, and it is 
thought that the meeting at Shreveport 
will be a grand success. Shreveport is 
so easily accessible by its many railroads, 
some sixteen passenger trains entering 
the city daily from various directions, 
that the members of the country press 
generally will thus be so facilitated in 
their arrangements incident to their 
journey that a greater number than 
usual will be able to attend. President 
Bentley and Secretary Scott are both 
putting their shoulders to the wheel, 
and we hope that the meeting of the 
association at Shreveport in 1898 will 
justify the earnest efforts they are now 
making and continue the association in 
active progress along its lines of excel- 
lence and improvement. 



Fall Planting Sugar Cane in South 
Florida. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Haying read Dr. 
Stubbs^ idea on the fall planting of sugar cane 
1 am induced to contribute to*your columns one 
more article. For years I liave been con- 
vinced of the superiority of fall planting over 



that of spring planting. But two points occur 
to me that need be mentioned in proof of this 
superiority, viz., the certainty of a supply of 
fresh, sound seed cane in the autumn, and the 
more perfect maturity of fall planted cane, the 
result of the longer period of growth. The 
latter reason Is quite sufficient to establish the 
point of superiority. 

As to the liability of seed cane planted In 
the fall to spoil by dry rot or otherwise, it can 
never equal the injury the seed cane will suffer 
by staying In windrows to await planting In 
the spring. I have heard no little complaint 
of seed cane here in Florida spoiling in the 
mattresses or large windrows from overheating, 
dry rot and occasional freezing by too light 
covering, and also from letting the canes stand 
until winter for better maturity and cooler 
weather. About twloe in each decade many 
lose every stalk of their seed cane by cold 
weather, and this even in the most favorable 
localities. October seems to be the month 
giving the best results In every particular, but 
I can not argue all the points here, nor in one 
article. We could, however, take risks In 
November here In Florida with less liability 
to Injury than you have In Louisiana. Mr 
Spreckels said some years ago that sugar cane 
never reached Its full sugar content until ready 
to tassel, and this never occurs under one 
year's growth, and often not so early as that. 
How then can your Louisiana planters possi- 
bly calculate on anything better than two- 
thirds of a good yield at eight months old, 
more or less? 

October planting with all the ordinary back- 
sets you might suffer, would give you eleven 
months at least for growth and maturitv, 
which certainly should give a third better yield 
than your spring plannng could possibly do. 
Another noteworthy feature In fall planting 
Is that the crop can be manufactured Into 
sugar before the cold weather will Interfere 
with labor or so damage the cane as to Inter- 
fere with the quality of sugar or syrup. One 
matter that should be carefully Included In the 
line of reasoning Is that nothlnn: less than a 
decade of years will fairly settle the compari- 
son of the two crops. The Investigator mutt 
consider the ordinary difference in seasons, 
the chai^cter of the different soils, as to age, 
occupation, drainage, and irrigation If utilized, 
as well as fertilization. The preparation and 
cultivation of the soil demand special attention 
and affect the fall crop as well as that of the 
spring. 

We have here a root crop very similar to the 
cane, which deserves attention, as It is like- 
wise a tropical plant. It Is cassava, and is be- 
coming quite common with cultivators and 
manufacturers for starch and tapioca. I have 
no doubt that by fall planting and light pro- 
tection of the stubble througn the winter, so 
that It would have time, like the sugar cane, 
for maturity, your fine sandy soils in lA>ui8iana 
would make it to perfection. 

I have seen In my last copy of ThePlamteb 
that the dry weather has struck you at last. I 
must tell your readers that the older settler^ 
here have never seen the equal of the drought 
all over South Florida. Yet In these high sand 
hills among the lakes of eastern Polk county, 
we are faring better than any of the lowland 
sections who are unable to supply water for 
Irrigation. Many of the orange trees In the 
deep sandy soil of the hill on which I live 
have not wilted Inthe least and now spread 
a tender growth 18 Inches long and still 
they grow. Nor are my trees throwing off 
the small crop of fruit set in the spring, but 
bid fair to furnish a supply for family uses. 

S. W. Cabson. 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Ascension. 

[Special Correspondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The offloial record 
kept by Local Observer Park for the month of 
May shows that we had leas than a half inch 
of rain during the entire month, the exact 
figures being .1 of an inch on the 3d and .33 
on the 27th, a total of .43. There were several 
*' traces '' on other dates, but only ** dust fleck- 
ers '^ of almost infinitesimal proportions, too 
light to justify measurement. It was true of 
Ascension as well as most of the other parishes 
of the State that the month was one of the 
driest Mays of which we have any record. 
The last rain in April was on the 23d, when 
the precipitation measured .40 of an inch. 
June starts in much more encouragingly from 
a weather point of vieW, this vicinity having 
already been blessed with three rainfalls since 
the beginning of the month, .92 on the 2d, 
2.10 inches on the 3d and .05 on the 6th, an 
aggregate of 3.07 inches for the first six days 
of the month. It is true the falls have been 
mostly of a local character, and while some 
few sections of the parish have had an ample 
supply of moisture for the time being, others 
are still lacking in that respect, but all have 
had somfy and there has been a very great im- 
provement in crop conditions in consequence. 
An illustration of the circumscribed^ area of 
the precipitations is furnished by the fact that 
wtiile Donaldsonville was enjoying her 2.10- 
inch deluge Monday afternoon ploughing was 
continued without interruption on the Peyta- 
Tln plantation, which adjoins the town line on 
the east. 

The temperature record for May shows a 
maximum of 96 deg. above zero on the 25tb of 
the month, and a minimum of 47 deg. on the 
7th. The maximum since the advent of June 
has been 94 deg., registered on the 6th, and 
the minimum 67 deg., on the 4th, 5th and 6th. 

The river has fallen but slightly during the 
past week, the gauge reading Thursday morn- 
ing being 23.9 feet above low water mark. 

The expectation that Tuesday's meeting of 
the Ascension Branch Sugar Planters' Asso- 
ciation would prove an interesting one was 
not disappointed. There was a good attend- 
ance of members, and the proceedings were 
spirited and of more than passing impor- 
tance, particularly with regard to the discus- 
sion of the road problem, which is probably 
the gravest local question now confronting our 
people. Hon. Henry McCall, president, occu- 
pied the chair, and Secretary-Treasurer F. B. 
Lemann was at the clerk's post of duty. 

Among the members present were Messrs. 
Bernard Lemann, E. H. Barton, E. N. Pugh. 
Col. J. E. St. Martin, Capt. John T. Nolan, 
Myer Lemann, C. Kline, Drs. W. M. McGal- 
Uard and John D. Hanson and L. E. Bentley. 

The minutes of May 3 were read and ap- 
proved, and so was the report of the secretary- 
treasurer. The house committee reported 
having performed the duty of securing the 
installation of electric lights in the club build- 
ing, in accordance with the authority given 
the committee of the association, and the im- 



provement was cordially approved. Reports 
from the dinner and ball committees were also 
received and adopted, and the committees dis- 
charged with thanks. 

President McOall spoke of the condition of 
the public roads of the parish and deplored 
the entire lack of any well defined system for 
the repair and maintenance of these important 
avenues of public travel and communication. 
Already, after a prolonged period of extremely 
dry weather, a few showers of rain have made 
the roads in some localities — and especially 
those traversing Smoke Bend, Port Barrow 
and other se^^tlements along the river and 
bayou— execrable, and rapidly approximating 
the terrible condition which prevailed in Jan- 
uary and February. The discussion became 
general, and it was the united opinion of the 
members that the parochial authorities should 
take the Important matter In hand at the ear- 
liest practicable time and adopt a system that 
would insure good roads to the parish at all 
seasons of the year as far as practicable. Dr. 
Hanson gave expression to the unanimous view 
of the meeting when he declared that no ex- 
penditure of public money could be made to 
better advantage or to the greater satisfaction 
of the community than In the Improvement of 
the public roads. 

Amid the expressions of approval elicited by 
this terse declaration, Mr. Kline got In bis 
motion and the association adjourned. 

Ascension 



Iberville. 



[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The drought was 
broken on Thursday of last week by a fine 
shower which extended over nearly the whole 
parish, and which was followed on Friday and 
Saturday by slow drizzling rains. It Is needless 
to say everybody and everything rejoices, and 
while there has not yet been a sufficient rain- 
fall at any place, local showers have fallen here 
and there, and the prospects for their continu- 
ing are very good. The weather Is warm and 
the cane will rapidly catch up. Corn has 
taken on Its rich green color and the pease are 
all up to a stand. The time to begin laying by 
has come, but the size of the cane in general is 
so small that this work may be delayed a few 
weeks. 

While in the upper part of the State re- 
cently we saw several fine patches of alfalfa 
and spoke to several persons havmg other 
patches, and all were enthusiastic about it. 
They claimed that on the red clay soils it 
grows splendid, affording four or five cuttings 
of excellent hay. We are glad to learn that 
several experiments are being made in Iberville 
with apparent success. Mr. William B. Robert- 
son, of Plaquemlne, one of our most Intel- 
ligent cultivators, has one acre and a half in 
this wonderful plant which was sown last No- 
vember. The first cutting was had about the 
first of April, and It has since yielded more 
than enough hay to feed fourteen mules, be- 
sides his horses, cows and calves and hogs. In 
fact Mr. Robertson will store a lot of it. 
Messrs. Roth & McWilliams, of Plaquemlne, 
have a small patch on their Medora plantation 
and will put in ton acres another year. 



Mr. Leonce M. Soniat has l>egun to lay by 
the cane on his Whltecastle plantation. Al- 
though small It Is fine condition. 

The Holly Farm and Belfort plantations on 
Bayou Plaquemlne were sold this week by 
Widow Belfort Marlonnaux and Mr. Edwin 
Marionneaux to Mr. Charles E. Grace, of 
Plaquemlne, for $22,000. Mr. Charles Tircult, 
of St. James, will manage these places. 

By stopping up several of the main drains 
some of the rice planters of the fifth Ward 
have Interfered with the drainage of their 
neighbors' places that are planted In cane, and 
several Injunction suits have resulted. Sugar 
planters are generally good-natured and mild, 
but they act quickly when their drainage Is 
stopped. 

Hon. James A. Ware, of Belle Grove, was 
recently summoned to the side of his father, 
Mr. Henry Ware, In Pass Christian, Miss., 
who was reported to be dying. Mr. Ware 
preceded his son In the ownership of Belle 
Grove, and Is well known to the planting fra- 
ternity of this State. 

Mr. Lewis E. Woods, of Plaquemlne, lessee 
of the Kuneman plantation, met with a painful 
accident this week, having been thrown from 
his buggy by a runaway horse. He had two 
ribs broken and received a number of bruises. 

For lack of a quorum there was no meeting 
of the police jury last Monday. The planters 
are all very busy at this season, and as there 
were no important matters requiring attention 
the good people of Iberville will not think 
hard of their parish fathers for this skip. 

Iberville. 



West Baton Rouge. 

LSpeclal Correspondenoe. I 

Editor Louisiana Planter: At last the rains 
that have been prayed for during the past seven 
weeks have come to relieve the i>arched crops. 
Last Saturday a delightful shower fell in the 
central portion of the parish, followed Monday 
evening by a perfect downpour which was of 
Incalculable benefit to all the crops. As sev- 
eral additional showers have fallen during the 
week it would seem probable that we are on 
the verge of a rainy spell which will afford 
ample moistiure for all purposes. 

It goes without saying that those rains have 
made a wonderful difference In the general 
condition of the growing crops. 

Cane Is picking up all along the line and 
now presents a more vigorous and healthy ap- 
pearance than it did some time ago. While 
the crop Is backward In every way, It Is be- 
lieved that It will now grow very rapidly and 
In a measure ^^make up for lost time." It has 
been well worked during the drought, and is, 
therefore, in good shape, so far as that par- 
ticular matter Is concerned. 

As stated last week, the corn crop has been 
seriously. If not Irreparably, Injured. If a half 
crop Is made our people will be lucky. A few 
planters have fairly good, though small, corn, 
but the crop, as a whole, is in very bad condi- 
tion. 

No complaint is heard as to the condition of 
the cotton crop, which is said to be doing very 
well. The acreage, however, has been ma- 
terially decreased. 
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The river has fallen but little during the 
past week. 

Heavy clouds this a. m. indicate more rain 
in the near future for 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

[Special Corretpoodenee.l 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The drought was 
effectually broken by the refreshing rains of 
last week. From every point in the sugar 
district comes the gratifying fact that abun- 
dant rains have fallen. In Assumption the 
heaviest rains seem to have fallen from Napo- 
leonville to a point about ^ven with Albe- 
marle P. O. Above and below this section the 
showers were not so frequent nor as heavy. 
The smiling faces of the farmers show the 
marked benefits of the precipitation, coming 
as it did when all vegetation seemed parched 
and dying. The fields present a much more 
favorable appearance than they did a week 
ago, thrifty and green, they seem to be mak- 
ing up for lost time, and the grass and milk- 
weed as well seem to have been marshaling in 
force to greet the life-giving drops. Planters 
aver seriously that you can hear the com pop, 
its iiprowth is so rapid. Be tbat as it may Cwe 
of course can noc doubt the veracity of such a 
truthful individual as the sugar planter), there 
con be no question that the Com is vying with 
the cane in its efforts to rise to a higher level. 
The peas, too, after laying dormant in the 
ground for many days have come up to see 
what the stir is about and perhaps to hear the 
war news. The rains are particularly gratify- 
ing to the rice planters, as is the fact that the 
Lafourche still tarries at sufficient height to 
enable them to irrigate without the necessity 
of pumping. The area planted in this cereal 
in Assumption will exceed largely that of last 
season, and as the crop is promising and the 
price way up, rice men may look as happy as 
Dewey has a right to be. 

The news of the recent marriage of Dr. Jos. 
Blanchard to Miss Agnes Rochelle, of Patter- 
son, was received with pleasure by his many 
friends, who wish him many happy years of 
wedded bliss with his bride, who is a social 
favorite in St. Mary, Dr. Blanchard has re- 
turned to his old parish, and at home to his 
many friends. 

The prospects of the near completion of the 
branch of the Southem Pacific to Napoleon- 
ville are very encouraging to those who have 
long wished for railroad communication. This 
will doubtless develop the cane-growing inter- 
ests in Assumption along the line of the road. 
It will only be a question of time when there 
will be a line mnning along the east bank of 
the Lafourche, and the farmers there will have 
an opportunity to go into the raising of cane 
on a more extensive scale. 

The bill introduced by Mr. Marks in the 
Legislature providing for an insurance com- 
mission strikes a responsive cord in Assump- 
tion. The planter^, as well as the citizens of 
Napoleonville, have suffered much from the 
imposition of the insurance trust, and the 
three-fourths country clause is but one of the 
many features that try the souls and tempers 
of the insured. But of this and other matters, 

More Anom. 



Terrebonne. 

LSpeelal Correepoodenoe.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: A week ago the 
majority of the planters were anxiously look- 
ing for rain and now they are equally anxious 
for favorable weather to enable them to ex- 
terminate the rapidly appearing extraneous 
vegetation, the result of the copious precipita- 
tions which have recently fallen. In localities 
the rainfall has been in excess of crop require- 
ments (about four inches), and it was most 
fortunate that the bayous and swamps were 
empty, or crops in low lying fields, particu- 
larly the young pease, would have been injured 
by the excess of moisture. But little work has 
been done, except with the hoe, as the land 
has been too wet to plough, and it will require 
but little rain to keep the ground too moist to 
plough advantageously this week. Prolonged 
wet weather will prove detrimental to the 
crops, and it is to be hoped clearing weather 
will prevail to enable cane growers to expedite 
laying by, an operation which is always at- 
tended with great mental anxiety. Fortun- 
ately, after the heavy rains the sky has been 
somewhat overcast, and the land has not be- 
come baked, consequently the color of the 
crops has improved and they have made rapid 
progress. Favorable weather will cause the 
cane roots to develop very rapidly and the 
work of laying by can not be delayed when- 
ever the land is sufficiently dry to work well. 

Some planters object to the single plow, but 
there are times when it can be used to great 
advantage— for instance, when the upper crust 
may be too moist to use the disk cultivator. To 
uptum wet furrow slices at this season will be 
to counteract the benefits of previous prepara- 
tion. There is yet ample time to lay by the 
crop in good order, and as risks have to be 
taken, better far wait in the hope of favor- 
able weather rather than plough when the 
land is not in a pliable condition. If this crop 
can be laid by in good order, as was the case 
last year, the tonnage yield should be good, 
although the canes are somewhat short for the 
season. 

In the first week of June, about four inches 
of rain have fallen, and hence there are rea- 
sonable grounds for believing that for the bal- 
ance of the month planters may escape any 
great excess of moisture. Those who had their 
canes well ridged before the advent of the 
heavy rains will reap the benefit, as the work 
to be done will be less laborious on man and 
beast, now that the weather has become very 
hot. 

The olllcial monthly report from Schriever 
for May puts the highest temperature at ,97 
deg. on the 28th, and the lowest 43 deg. on 
the 7th and 8th, and the total precipitation 
at only 60, with twenty-seven clear days. 

Wednesday of last week was foggy in the 
morning, with local showers later; Thursday 
a heavy rain, with wind storm ; Friday, light 
rains in the morning and very cloudy in the 
afternoon ; Saturday, cloudy early, with heavy 
rains later; Sunday, lovely morning and dis- 
tant showers in the evening; Monday, fine 
before noon, w^ith local rains afternoon; Tues- 
day, favorable, and Wednesday morning bright 
sunshine, with heavy dew. 



The ofiAcial weekly report from Schrieyer if 
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Terrebonnb. 



St. nary. 

Business can now open up. The gloriouf 
rain has come ; the crops are saved and every- 
thing can go forward. 

Work of a general nature is getting a little 
more plentiful, and money appears to circulate 
with an easier movement. 

The cane crop withstands the terrible drought 
and holds its green color, but it does not grow 
much. The corn crop in some places prom--^ 
ises a fair yield, but in others it is said to be a 
complete failure. 

Great quantities of hay arrived here thia 
week for Belle view plantation. Some people 
may think it strange that we do not raise all 
of this article necessary to feed the stock, in- 
stead of buying it elsewhere. The News will 
answer that question by telling them that St. 
Mary land is too valuable to waste in raising 
hay — we're after bigger fish. 

Some of our sugar plantation friends who 
had intended to put in material improvemente 
this year have suspended operations on ac- 
count of the war« Some of them think that 
the Philippines and Cuba will be annexed to 
our govemment, made a part thereof, and 
consequently ruin the sugar industry becaoae 
these islands are capable of supplying the 
world. — Netos^ June 2, 



Vermilion. 



fSpecIal Correspondence.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The general ten^ 
or of everything in this parish has been 
changed since June 1, on which day «id lor 
several successive days thereafter most mag- 
nificent rains fell in all parts of the country lor 
twenty miles round about Abbeville. Thia 
rain brought tidings of great joy to the farmer, 
for in it he saw fond hopes for a speedy re- 
vival of his suffering crop and an ultimate 
bountiful harvest in the fall. These rains were 
general and the verdict is that we have enough 
for the present. The general crop is mocb 
improved since the rains and the fine growing 
weather that we are having now will acceler- 
ate the advancement of the crop* Cane is get- 
ting back its natural color and it is very grati- 
fying to^ote that in many places where 
stubble had not come up to a good stand it ia 
now sprouting out. The cane crop, though 
small for this time of the year, is very promis- 
ing and with a good season will yield a full 
harvest. Already preparations are being made 
by the refineries and the Southem Pacific 
Railroad Company to move the crop at har- 
vest time. General Superintendent Owen, of 
the Southem Pacific, came out along the 
Iberia & Vermilion Railroad on the 7tb inst. 
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wttb a force of men and laid off extensions at 
the iollovving switches necessary to facilitate 
the moving of oane this fall : Lee, Pouffette, . 
Pelcambre. Erath, Young and AbbeTille. 
Heretofore these switches liave been amply 
long to handle the cane, but the vast increase 
in acreage this year calls for more track room. 
Corn is looking splendidly and a fair yield is 
now assured. Most of the com in the parish 
is small for the reason that the cut worms and 
the chinch bugs destroyed the first planting. 
Jt is now growing several inches a day and 
with one more good rain in a couple of weeks 
will mature. 

Cotton is growing very nicely, though it is 
smal]. Contrary to former reports, the acre- 
age is now reported to be an increase of at 
least 315 per cent, over last year. This, how- 
ever, was caused by the dry weather; many 
farmers who had decided to try '' providence " 
rice instead of cotton were unable to plant the 
rice and were forced to plant cotton. The 
**• providence " rice farmer is happy now ; he has 
plenty of water on bis young rice, and by means 
of reservoirs has caught enough to withstand 
ftnother dry spell. Some of those farmers, how- 
ever, have not finished planting yet, but claim 
Bt this late day with good rains a full crop of 
rice can be raised. The several eanals through- 
out the parish Are not being drawn on for 
water just now, but instead the planters are 
outting their levees and letting a part of the 
water off, there being more than is required 
ioT the young rice. 

Mr. E. H. Gueydan, of Gueydan, and secre- 
tary of the Vermilion Development Company, 
is in Abbeville now transacting business. 

Mr. Eli Wise, a prominent merchant of this 
place, and who is also interested largely in 
rice, left on the 7th instant for Hot Springs. 

Mr. Martin Bagley, of' the Ramsey planta- 
tion, is in Xew Orleans tbis week looking after 
bis interests. 

Mr. Lastie Broussard, a successful cane 
planter of Vermilion, went to Baton Rouge 
last Tuesday, the 7th. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
gi^own warmer and somewhat damper since 
the ^rst of the present month. But the rains 
which bave fallen have been very partial; for 
instance, the country in the vicinity of Theoda 
and Oheneyville has enjoyed good refreshing 
gbowers, while the country to the south of 
these places to Whiteville, St. Landry, is need- 
ing rain and seriously so. 

Both corn and cane are suffering for want of 
rain, and unless it does rain during this week 
the .com crop on many of the best plantations 
on Bayou Boeuf through parts of Avoyelles 
and St. Landry parishes, will be the shortest 
known for many years. The Planter's 
ecrihe called this week on the manager, Mr. 
C. G. Fuseller, of the Powhontas plantation. 
In driving over the plantation in the care of 
the stirring young manager, I must confess 
that I was taken by surprise to find the crops 
of com and cane looking so well as they were, 
oonsidering that there has been no rain to 
iBpeak of since the first of May. But as Mr. 



Fuseller pointed out, unless he could get rain, 
and that, too, at an early date, his com crop 
would to some extent be a failure. There is 
on the plantation 350 acres planted to com, 
which has all been neatly worked, planted to 
pease and laid by. The greater part of the 
area to corn is of comparatively late planting, 
and should it rain this week it may in the end 
y4eld a fair harvest of grain and fodder. 

The plant cane, of which there is 800 acres, 
is now giving promise for a heavy tonnage. 
Tlie stubble cane on the place, of which there 
is something over 300 acres of first year, is 
very promising. Mr. Fuseller Informed me 
that he had applied cotton-seed meal at the 
rate of 700 pounds per acre to bis entire crop 
of stubble, and was hoping to obtain some 
good results from the same, but the weather 
has been so very dry that even with the best 
cultivation to be had the cane crop on the 
place is not as fully advanced as the manager 
would like to have it at tbis season of the year. 

Cotton -seed meal has been applied, 500 
pounds to the acre, on twenty -five acres of 
plant cane only, leaving 275 acres of plant 
cane with no other fertilizer than the pea, 
which Is deemed sutticient for all purposes. 

Fifty-five acres of oats had been harvested 
and stacked under shelter this spring, fur- 
nishing the greatest abundance of rich, healthy 
food for the work animals on the plantation. 
The same land will, as soon as a good season can 
be had, be planted to pease. More moisture is 
needed in the soil to bring the pease planted 
up to a good uniform stand. A force of men 
has been put to work clearing 150 acres of new 
land which It Is expected. If sufficient labor 
can be obtained this coming fall and winter to 
clear the timber off, will be fitted for the plow 
and planted next season to corn. 

Six acres planted to sorghum Is now looking 
very promising. 

Mr. Fuseller has for his assistant this season 
Mr. Stewart A. Wilkins, late of the Waubun 
plantation, property of Capt. John T. Moore, 
Terrebonne parish. Mr. Wilkins seems to 
think very highly of our rich Red river soil, 
the fertility of which is unsurpassed by any In 
the State. 

Mr. H. Killeen, the master mechanic of the 
Powhontas shops, builds all the cane wagons, 
carts and plow beams from the native white 
oak chopped from the stump during the fall 
and winter months and seasoned under shel- 
ter. Mr. Kllleen says he finds the wood supe- 
rior for wagon and all other plantation work 
to anything offered in the market for the same 
Idnd of work. His own home-turned wagon 
and cart hubs are superb. 

To sum up, the Powhontas plantation, with 
its able management, can not fail to make a 
big crop, providing, of course, rain will only 
fall in season to nourish and put growth into 
the promising young canes. 

The crops in the vicinity of the Powhontas 
plantation and Eola, while promising, are now 
needing rain. 

Messrs. Percy and Robert Irion have on 
their respective places some beautiful plant 
cane which would be the better for rain to push 
It forward to growth. 

Mr. J, C. Caldwell has some acres of grow- 



ing plant cane on his pretty place, but he In- 
formed me that he was needing rain. 

Mr. C. F. Knoll, as well as other prominent 
planters, reports cane, plant in particular, as 
suffering seriously for want of rain. Erin. 



Demerara Sugar Experts for Africa. 

By the last mall Mr. Andrew Hunter, acting 
as the agent of ^^ The Companhia do Assucar 
de Mozambique, ^^ dispatched two pan-boilers 
(Mr. Paul and Mr. Jupiter) and two triple 
boilers (Mr. Croal and Mr. Saunders) all na- 
tives of Demerara, to England, where they are 
to embark for Eastern Africa, their destina- 
tion being the company's property on the 
Zambesi, which is situated three or four days' 
journey from the mouth of the river. Tbis 
Portuguese company is under the directorship 
of Mr. Hornung, an Englishman, and is being 
carried on with considerable success, notwith- 
standing certain drawbacks such as the invin- 
cible stupidity of the native laborers, and the 
plague of locusts, which at times come down 
In dense black clouds and destroy every green 
leaf on the estate. The land Is flat, like that 
of our colony, and the ploughing of the soil Is 
all done by steam, as Is also the making of the 
small drains. The crop Is already up to 4000 
tons, all of which is admitted into Portugal 
under protection, and fetches about £20 per 
ton. The mm finds a ready market in the 
Transvaal at about four shillings per galUn. 
There are several Demerara men on the es- 
tate, among them Mr. McKenzle, the field 
manager, and Mr. Hunter, the deputy man- 
ager. The four experts who have just gone on 
from here are all experienced men, thorough- 
ly up In their art, and of steady, reliable char- 
acter. We hope to hear of their success among 
the Portuguese, although we regret that our 
own colony has not sufficent inducement to 
offer them to remain here. — Demerara Argosy. 



Mr. Benjamin H. Prlng, of Oneida planta- 
tion, St. James parish, was in the city on 
Wednesday 

Hon. James A. Ware, of Iberville parish, 
was a recent visitor to the city, and during his 
stay stopped at the St. Charles Hotel. 

Mr. L. Ohlmeyer was the sugar boiler dur- 
ing the past crop season on the Germania 
plantation of Mr. V. Schwann. Mr. Ohlmeyer 
has been in charge of the vacuum pans on 
some of our largest and best equipped planta- 
tions, and has turned out some of the finest 
crystals ever placed on the market. 

Mr. J. M. Tiemey was the manager at the 
Justine refinery of Mrs. J. L. Darragh during 
the past campaign. Mr. Tiemey has been on 
Justine for several years, and is evidently the 
right man in the right place. Justine is being 
constantly improved under his able supervi- 
sion. 

Messrs. Fulton Bourdler and Clarence Bour- 
dler had charge of the boiling department on 
the Waveland place during the past grinding 
campaign. These two gentlemen are good 
sugar boilers and are favorably known all over 
the sugar district as skilful and careful men, 
who have made a thorough study of their pro- 
fession. 
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KOREION LETTERS. 
Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence. | 

Berlin, May 21, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It certainly is no 
pleasant thing to repeat ever and anon the 
same story, but with regard to the weather this 
spring I am sorry to be oblii^ed to bother your 
readers with the never-changing information 
that we had again a week of cold, stormy and 
rainy weather; nay, if the weather question 
was not growing in importance the more the 
season advances, I would pass it over silently 
until the long-wished-for change has finally 
set in. True, this week began a little warmer, 
and the sun made a feeble attempt to break 
through the clouds, but the following davs 
have been the more disagreeable, and field 
work was again interrupted, more particularly 
the beet sowings were hopelessly interfered 
with, leaving still a large part of the area to 
be planted undone. But the unfavorable 
weather is not the only trouble sugar growers 
have to contend with. Labor is getting scarce, 
and as on account of the adversities of the 
weather no or little preparatory work has been 
done, the hands now available do not suffice to 
make up for the backwardness, and from that 
reason, it is even feared that not the entire sur- 
face formerly reserved for beet growing can 
be used for that purpose. That the beets sown 
comparatively early had a good coming up I 
have stated already, but their growth is slack- 
ened under present circumstances, and they 
are in danger of becoming the prey of insects 
which, in consequence of the mild winter, are 
supposed to be this year more numerous and 
therefore more dangerous than ever. At pres- 
ent writing the sky is clearing up and the tem- 
perature rising. Let us hope that therewith a 
period of fine weather is to be ushered in, oth- 
erwise the results of the crop will be greatly 
compromised. Outside of Germany they have 
not had the proper kind of weather, and par- 
ticularly France, which at first was quite ahead 
of all other countries, is now loudly complain- 
ing. But satisfactory reports are to hand 
from Belgium. 

The general assembly of the German socie- 
ties of the sugar industry, which originally 
was proposed to be held on the 20-24th of 
June, at Heringsdorf, on the Baltic seaside, 
will, on account of the Imperial elections, take 
place only on June 26-80, at Berlin. 

The opening of the bounty conference, which 
has been fixed for June 7, is also possibly post- 
poned; at least Lord Hamilton has declared, 
in the English House of Commons that a post- 
ponement to a later date was quite probable. 
With regard to the conference, some corre- 
spondence of the Belgian government with the 
other powers has been published from which 
it appears that all countries invited are willing 
to abolish the sugar bounties, except France, 
who insists on maintaining her indirect sub- 
sidies, pretending that the latter are only an 
interior affair which no other power has a 
right to meddle with. In this respect, it must 
be remembered how France, prior to 1884, 
when Germany enjoyed also indirect bounties. 



cried for the same weapons to fight their, oppo- 
nents on the markets of the world. Germany 
has long ago laid down these weapons, or, if 
you like it better, has changed them by intro- 
ducing direct bounties ; but France has kept 
the former and added the latter. But however 
this may be, the German sugar producers ex- 
pect and wish only a solution of the bounty 
question, consisting of a total abolitior in all 
countries, an object which hardly will be 
reached, for, quite apart from France, with 
her restricted and conditional consent to take ' 
part in the conference, there are different 
countries who will not join in the movement 
or who are not even invited. 

The commercial treaty existing between 
Germany and England was some time ago de- 
nounced by the latter country on behalf of the 
colonies, who want to grant better tariff con- 
ditions to the other English colonies or desire 
to get them from same. As an example of this 
policy it may be mentioned that in Canada 
English colonial sugar is favored as compared 
with beet sugar. The treaty in question would, 
in consequence of its being denounced, have 
expired on June 30 next, and in view of this 
fact negotiations have been opened between 
the two powers in order to secure a new agree- 
ment of this kind. This object, however, it 
seems, will not be reached in due time and 
therefore the existing treaty is prolonged for 
another year so that it will expire on June 30, 
1899. 

From the last returns of the statistical union 
it appears that as far as the surface planted 
is concerned, Russia now takes the lead of the 
European beet sugar producing countries, her 
area devoted to beet culture amounting to 
444,650 hectares, whilst Germany, who is by 
far* the largest producer, can boast of only 
an 'area of 428,785 hectares. Based on the 
results of the last few years the crop of 
Germany may be estimated at about 1,800,000 
tons, while that of Russia will hardly exceed 
850,000 tons. At first glance it must seem 
quite a puzzle that between the two countries 
a difference of this magnitude should be pos- 
sible and that Germany, with a smaller beet- 
growing surface, should produce about twice 
as much as Russia. However, there are sev- 
eral causes productive of this inequality of the 
German and Russian crop results. First of 
all, in Russia the beet crop per hectare is 
much smaller than in Germany; last year 
(1896-97), for instance, it amounted to only 
16.8 tons, as against 32.3 tons in Germany. 
This is partly due to the climate, which, like 
in America, can not be relied upon, but partly 
the small crops are also the outcome of the 
custom not to hire the farm laborers for cer- 
tain space of time, but to contract with them 
for a certain piece of the area, which leaves 
the laborers almost at liberty to do their work 
as good or as bad as they please. The laborer 
has to do all work, from planting to harvest- 
ing, and to make it as little onerous as possible 
he would'take care to discard, in thinning out, 
as many plants as possible. And such care- 
less working affects not only the quantity, but 
also the quality, and if you add the less per- 
fect working of the average Russian factories 
(although some of them leave nothing to de- 



sire in this respect), you will be able to ex- 
plain the startling difference between the 
crop results In the two countries in question. 
The small chanfi:e for the better in the mar- 
ket noted in my last letter has during this 
week turned out to be the commencement of 
decided improvement, caused principally by 
purchases for the United States and Canada, 
the bad weather aiding effectually to strengthen 
the upward movement, which, after the late 
dull weeks, was quite a surprise to the trade. 
Legitimate and speculative buyers competed 
to secure the parcels on offer, which, however, 
as owners are more reserved, are by no means 
important. Prices have advanced in Ger- 
many full 25 pfennigs for the week, and quo- 
tations for actual 88 per cent, beet sugar are 
now, at Magdeburg, 10.45 to 10.75 marks, and 
Hamburg reports for May delivery 9.60 marks, 
f. o. b. Refined are also more active and 25 
pfennigs higher. Robert Hennig. 



Lehi, Utah. 

What a contrast between this season and 
last. At this time last year the crops were 
burning up for the want of rain. The wind 
blew continually either from the north or 
south, and many of the young plants of the 
sugar beet had to be irrigated. to keep them 
alive. 

It has been impossible to thin the sugar beets 
because of so much rain, and many of the 
plants are much larger than ever before. What 
effect this will have on the growth of the plant 
remains to be seen hereafter. — Banner, May 24, 



Watsonville, California. 

Martin Bonde has a choice field of beets at 
the Lake farm. 

There are going to be some big beet crops 
in the Moro Cojo district this season, if pres- 
ent promises will do to bank on. 

The Anaheim Gazette says the Alamitos fac- 
tory will run, and that about 700 acres near 
the factory show a good stand in beets. 

The Cbino Champion says the big rain will 
increase the acres of good stand of beets by 
500 and the total yield at Chlno 10,000 tons. 

John McGk>wan has planted sixty acres of 
his farm to beets since the big rain. The land 
had been planted to potatoes and the spuds 
did not show up well, so Mr. McGowan put in 
a beet crop. 

The pulp pile at the terminus of the factory 
cable line is a busy place. The Watsonville 
Cattle Company, Christy & Wise and John 
Lacrabere are taking large quantities daily 
from the big deposit to feed to their stock, and 
several da&ymen are also being supplied. 
The pulp is In choice feeding condition. 
There is an immense pile of It — by some esti- 
mated at over 25,000 tons.— Pajaronton, Maff 
26, 

Cliino, California. 

Mr. Roupp tells us that there is a good 
stand of beets to date on over 2000 acres, and 
that acreage is all thinned. There are over 
1000 acres more planted which give promise of 
a good stand. 

Since the rain of last week there have been 
planted in the neighborhood of 300 acres. 
Much of this is now up. The warm, moist soil 
is pushing the growth vigorously now on all 
the fields. The rain was of immense benefit. 
On many of the fields where the stand was 
thin before, the dormant seed has since 
sprouted and the plants are growing strongly. 
The yield will be greatly increased through- 
out.— CAampf on. May 27. 
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The Clarification of Cane Juice witli 
Lime, Sulpliur and Heat. 

[A paper by Prop. R. E. Blouin, read before the 
LoQltlana Sugar Planters' Association, Jane 9, 
1696.] 

Cane jaice, as extracted by mills from the 
sugar cane, contains sucrose or crystal lizable 
sugar, glucose or non-crystallizable sugar and 
solids not sugar, the latter consisting of 
mineral matter or ash, albuminoids, amids, 
gums and organic acids, varying in quantity, 
within certain limits, with the degree of ma- 
turity of the cane. 

It has been found that the intemodes give a 
juice quite different in composition from that 
of the nodes; the juice from the nodes contains 
less glucose and more *' solids not sugar. ^' 
With light pressure the juice from the Inter- 
nodes is mainly extracted, and is compara- 
tively freer from the objectlonal " solids not 
sugar r^ while with heavier pressure, per- 
formed by the auxiliary mills, the juice from 
the nodes Is extracted and contains a consider- 
able quantity of them. 

The object of clarification Is to remove as far 
as possible the impurities present. Could all 
these impurities be removed and only sucrose 
remain in solution, sugar making would be an 
easy operation. Unfortunately such a degree 
of perfection Is not yet attainable, and we aim 
to adopt that process which will remove the 
largest amount of impurities. 

Science has confirmed the experience of 
ages in pronouncing lime as our best reagent 
in clarification. This substance aided by heat 
removes the largest amount of impurities. 
Since the days of leery, sulphur has been used 
as an adjunct of lime. 

ACTION OF LIME ON CANE JUICE. 

Lime when added to cane juice neutralizes 
the organic acids, forming a precipitate com- 
paratively insoluble in the juice and most of 
which is removed with the scums. It unites 
with the albuminoids and gums, precipitating 
a large quantity of them, and with the mineral 
matters removing the sulphuric, sulphurous 
and phosphoric acids, the bases iron, alumina 
and magnesia, in fact all the mineral constit- 
uents except potash and soda. This action is 
aided by heat. 

The precipitate produced by lime and heat 
was collected in two portions— first, the scums, 
or those rising to the surface of the juice; sec- 
ond, the settlings, or those of higher specific 
gravity than the juice and falling to the bot- 
tom of the clarlfier — and each analyzed. 

Scums contained 59.2 per cent, of gums, 18.9 
per cent, of albuminoids and 21.9 per cent, of 
ash. 

Settlings, 60.7 per cent, of gums, 15.6 per 
cent, of albuminoids and 23.7 of ash. 

The amount of ash shown 'lere in each an- 
alysis is larger than that actually removed from 
the juice, containing the lime that is in com- 
bination with the albumenoids and gums. 

Great care should be exercised in using an 
excess of lime in clarifications where high heat 
is employed before Its removal, as It acts on 
the glucose, decomposing it into organic acids, 
which. In turn, unite with the lime, forming 
lime salts soluble in the juice. These acids 
are highly colored and darken the juice con- 



siderably. The dark color of juices "burnt 
with lime" is due to their presence. These 
lime salts retard the evaporation and crystalli- 
zation, and cause considerable annoyance in 
sugar manufacture. The removal of the lime 
from these acids by acids having a greater 
affinity for it does not reconvert them Into 
glucose, but they remain in solution, retaining 
to a large extent their color and infiuence on 
crystallization, together with the power pos- 
sessed by nearly all acids of inverting sugar. 
Besides this action, excessive liming at high 
temperatures also decomposes the albuminoids 
precipitated as well as those remaining in 
solution, converting them into amlds and 
ammonia, which accounts for the ammonia 
frequently noticed coming from the clarifiers. 
This excess of lime continues its action and 
attacios both the amids formed from the albu- 
minoids and those originally present in the 
juice, decomposing them into organic acids 
and ammonia. These organic acids in turn unite 
with lime, forming soluble lime salts. These 
acids, together with those formed by the de- 
composition of the glucose, are frequently in 
sufiicient quantity to unite with the excess of 
lime and leave the juice acid, thus accounting 
for the acidity of a syrup from an alkaline 
clarification. 

ACTION OP SULPHUR DIOXIDE ON CANE 
JUICE, 

When sulphur is burned In the air it unites 
with oxygen, forming a gas called sulphur 
dioxide. This on being forced into cane juice 
unites with water, forming sulphurous acid. 
One pound of sulphur forms two pounds of 
sulphur dioxide. 

Sulphur dioxide is quite soluble in cane 
juice, one gallon of juice being capable of 
absorbing thirty-three gallons of sulphur 
dioxide at the ordinary temperature and pres- 
sure, or the amount of sulphur dioxide formed 
from 6.33 ounces of sulphur. It is therefore 
possible to use 6.33 oimces of sulphur for every 
gallon of juice. This amount can not be forced 
to remain in the juice in ordinary sugar house 
work, as it has been found that it was quite 
difficult to cause the juice to absorb its full 
capacity of sulphur. In practice it is difficult 
to use more than .2146 ounces of sulphur 
dioxide, or .1073 ounces of sulphur per gallon 
of juice. With this amount, which is about 
three times that used In ordinary work, it was 
difficult to cause the juice to absorb it, and 
there was a copious escape of sulphur fumes 
from the juice. 

All sulphur acids invert sugar very strongly 
when heated, sulphurous acid being the second 
strongest invertant of these acids and ranks 
fourth in our list of acids. 

Experiments on the Invertive power of sul- 
phurous acid made by Dr. Maxwell at the 
Sugar Experiment Station show that at the 
ordinary temperature no inversion took pla<^ 
when the juice was allowed to remain an ordi- 
nary length of time (exact time not stated), 
but when heated for one-half hour at 150 deg. 
F. 23 per cent, of the sucrose was inverted, 
and heated one hour at 195 deg. F. practically 
all of the sucrose was Inverted. 

Sulphur dioxide when absorbed by the cane 



juice raises the density In proportion to the 
amount absorbed and shows a corresponding 
decrease in the purity ; this, however is only 
temporary, as on the addition of lime, sulphites 
are formed which are comparatively insoluble 
in the juice and removes the sulphurous acid. 
Sulphurous acid also precipitates some of the 
albuminoids and exercises a bleaching effect 
on the coloring matters of the juice. 

Before discussing the results of the more im- 
portant experiments on clarification, an ex 
planation of the terms used;will not be Inappro- 
priate. 

The acidity or alkalinity of the juices was 
estimated by means of a tenth (1-10) normal 
acid or alkaline solution, using phenolphtha" 
l€in as an indicator, and is expressed In the 
terms of the number of cubic centimeters of 
alkali taken to neutralize ten cubic centimeters 
of juice for acidity and vice versa for alkalinity. 

One cubic centimeter acidity being equiva- 
lent to .02146 ounces of sulphur dioxide to one 
gallon of juice, and one cubic centimeter alka- 
linity equivalent to .03756 ounces of lime to one 
gallon of juice. The proteids represent the 
total nitrogenous bodies in the juice, and are 
divided into albuminoids and amlds. 

The alcoholic precipitate is, as suggested by 
its name, composed of those bodies insoluble 
in alcohol, and consists of gums, albuminoids 
and mineral matters, each of which is esti- 
mated separately. 

EXPERIMENTS ON THE EFFECT OF LIME AND 
HEAT IN CLARIFICATION. 

In testing the action of the different amounts 
of lime on cane juice, every care was taken 
to have the mill and clarified juices to be 
representative of those clarified. The samples 
taken before and after clarification from the 
same clarlfier. All juices are calculated to 
the same sucrose content for comparison. 

EXPERIMENT I.. 

Juice had an acidity of 1.6 cubic centimeters, 
and lime added till .55 cubic centimeters 
acidity remained, requiring .0384 ounces of 
lime per gallon. 

Mill Juice, 

Acidity in cubic centimeter 1.600 

Brix ; 14.610 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.140 

Solids not sugar 1.470 

Purity 82.130 

Glucose ratio 9.500 

Proteids 179 

Albuminoids 088 

Amlds 096 

Alcoholic precipitate 181 

Gums „ 074 

Ash in alcoholic precipiUte 25.300 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 35.430 

Clarified Juice. 

Acidity in cubic centimeter 550 

Brix - 14.460 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose ♦ 1.140 

Solids not sugar 1.320 

Purity 82.980 

Glucose ratio 9.500 

Proteids 128 

Albuminoids 029 

Amids 099 

Alcoholic precipitate 107 

Gums 048 

Ash in alohollc precipitate 46.870 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 8.190' 
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An increase in purity of .85 caosed by the 
removal of some of the solids not sugar, the 
sucrose and glucose was not affected and of 
the impurities 28.4 per cent, of the proteids 
were removed and consisted entirely of a]bu«> 
mlnoids, the amids remaining unchanged and 
35 per cent, of the gums were removed. 

EXPERIMENT II. 

Neutral clarification, mill juice, with an 
licidity of 1.8 cubic centimeters, lime added to 
neutrality, requiring .068 ounces of lime to 
one gallon of juice. 

Mill Juice. 

Acidity 1.800 

Brix ..14.850 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1,460 

Solids not sugar 1.390 

Furity 80.800 

Glucose ratio 12.170 

Froteids 138 

Albuminoids 069 

Amids 069 

Alcoholic precipitate 212 

Gums 071 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 38,540 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 84.350 

Clarified Juice, 

Acidity 000 

Brix 14.610 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.450 

Solids not sugar 1.15Q 

Purity 82.130 

Glucose ratio 12.090 

proteids 086 

Albuminoids 013 

Amids 073 

Alcoholic precipitate 099 

Gums 058 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 29.090 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 12.750 

An Increase in purity of 1.33 is noted. The 
glucose is not affected, but there is a decrease 
in the brix and solids not sugar; 38 per cent, 
of the proteids were removed'and consisted en- 
tirely of albuminoids, the amids remaining 
practically the same; 53 per cent, of the alco- 
holic precipitate and 18 per cent, of the gums 
were also removed. 

EXPERIMENT III. 

Slight alkalinity clarification. Acidity of the 
mill juice, 2.1 cubic centimeters and lime 
lidded till juice showed an alkalinity of .9 
cubic centimeter. The lime added at the rate 
of .11261 ounce per gallon. 

Mill Juice. 

Acidity 2.100 

Alkalinity 

jBrix 15.450 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.870 

3ollds not sugar 1.570 

Glucose ratio 15.580 

Proteids 129 

Albuminoids 063 

Amids 066 

Alcoholic precipitate 181 

Gums 083 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 28.750 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 26.310 

Clarified Juice. 

Acidity 

Alkalinity 0.900 

Brix 15.180 

3ucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.680 

golids not sugar 1,550 



Glucose ratio 13.590 

Proteids 078 

Albuminoids 016 

Amids 062 

Alcoholic precipitate 133 

Gums 099 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 26.180 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 6.250 

An increase in purity of 1.38 with this alka- 
linity is surprising, as the excess of lime was 
thought to be sufficient to decompose the glu- 
cose amids and albuminoids. The solids not 
sugar remain practically the same; this Is 
caused by the' partial destruction of the glu- 
cose, forming organic adds which remain in 
solution In combination with the lime, and in 
this case the amount of these acids formed was 
equivalent to the solids not sugar removed. 
Forty per cent, of the proteids were removed, 
and consisted entirely of albuminoids, the 
amids not being affected by excess of lime. 
The gums Increased 19 per cent., this being 
due to the destruction of the glucose, forming 
acids resembling the gums. 

EXPERIMENT IV. 

Juice limed to 1.5 cubic centimeters alka- 
linity; the acidity of the mill juice before 
liming was 1.6 cubic centimeters; equivalent 
to .1164 ounces of lime added to one gallon of 
juice. 

Mill Juice. 

Acidity 1.600 

Alkalinity 

Brix 15.200 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.590 

Solids not sugar 2.120 

Purity 76.420 

Glucose ratio 13.250 

Proteids 437 

Albuminoids 116 

Amids 321 

Alcoholic precipitate 267 

Gums 126 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 17.050 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 37.060 

Ciar\fied Juice. 

Acidity 

Alkalinity 1.500 

Brix 15.100 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.470 

Solids not sugar 2.100 

Purity 77.070 

Glucose ratio 12.250 

Proteids 329 

Albuminoids 043 

Amids 286 

Alcoholic precipitate 322 

Gums 236 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 13.990 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 13.810 

By increasing the alkalinity there still re- 
mains a. slight increase in purity; the ^^ solids 
not sugar ^^ remain the same, the action of the 
excess of lime on the glucose and amids form- 
ing the same quantity of impurities as that 
removed. The glucose decreases .12, this 
quantity being converted into organic acids, 
24.6 per cent, of the proteids were removed 
and consisted of albuminoids and amids, the 
latter being decomposed by the excess of lime. 
There is an increase of 20.6 per cent, in the 
alcoholic precipitate and 87.8 per cent, of the 
gums, caused by the organic acids formed by 
the action of the excess of lime. 



EXPERIMENT T. 

Juice limed to 8.8 cubic centimeters alka- 
linity, the acidity before liming being 1.9 
cubic centimeters, .1953 ounces of lime added 
per gallon of juice. 

Mill Juice. 

Acidity 1.900 

Alkalinity ^ 

Brix 14.280 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.540 

Solids not sugar 0.740 

Purity 84.030 

Glucose ratio 1^.530 

Proteids 133 

Albuminoids 056 

Amids 067 

Alcoholic precipitate 172 

Gums 046 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 36.820 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 39.000 

Clarified Juice. 

Acidity ^ 

Alkalinity 3.300 

Brix 14.370 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.210 

Solids not sugar 1.160 

Purity .88.510 

Glucose ratio 10.080 

Proteids 084 

Albuminoids 017 

Amids 067 

Alcoholic precipitate 212 

Gums 107 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 46.340 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 3.120 

By a further increase in alkalinity over ex- 
periment four, there is a decrease of .52 in 
the purity and an Increase of .42 in the solids 
not sugar, a destruction of 21.4 per cent, of 
the glucose and a corresponding decrease in 
the glucose ratio. The Increase of 5.68 per 
cent. In the solids not sugar, notwithstanding 
the removal of 37 per cent, of proteids, shows 
the deleterious results of excessive liming. 

The amids remain the same, but this does 
not indicate that none of them were converted 
to organic acids, as strong alkalinity decom- 
poses the albuminoids into amids and ammo- 
nia, and the amount of decomposed albumi- 
noids in this instance left enough amids 
unchanged to be equal to those decomposed by 
the lime. The gums increase 137 per cent., 
while that of the alcoholic precipitate is 23 
per cent. The large increase in the gums is 
due to the organic acids formed by the action 
of the excess of lime, and the comparatively 
small increase in the alcohol precipitate is due 
largely to the removal of the albuminoids from 
the juice; the albuminoids in the alcohol 
precipitate of the mill juice being 39 per cent., 
while those In the alcoholic precipitate of the 
clarified juice were only 3.12 per cent. 

These experiments show conclusively that 
an excess of lime decomposes the glucose and 
amids to a considerable extent and forms acids 
of a gummy character, and when the lime is 
largely in excess the amount of these acids 
formed is sufficient to increase the gums over 
100 per cent., thus more than doubling the 
amoimt of the most objectionable impurities in 
the juice, and at the same time darkening the 
juice by their presence. Besides this, which 
of itself is sufficient to condemn liming to 
alkalinity, the excess of lime acts upon the 
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ftlbuminoids, which are largely removed by 
heat alone, thoagh aided by the addition of 
lime, conrerting them into aroids, which re- 
main in the juice and then further acting on 
these amids, decomposing them into organic 
acids and ammonia, the results of both actions 
bring back into solution impurities that have 
been removed and is decidedly disastrous in 
sugar manufacture. 

By leaving the juice slightly aoid there was 
DO addition of impurities, but the amount re- 
moved was not as great as those in the neutral 
clarification. The gums, of which a larger 
quantity is removed in the acid clarification 
given here than in the neutral clarification, 
were undoubtedly those obtained from the cane 
by light pressure in the neutral clarification, 
lime not acting on these as strongly as on those 
removed by increasing the pressure. 

The best method to clarify with lime alone 
is to add lime either to neutrality or slight 
acidity. 

THE AMOUNTS OF IMPURITIES EXTRACTED BY 
INCREASING THE PRESSURE ON THE CANE. 

In Studying these impurities the juice from 
each set of mills in a nine-roller mill at the 
Station was collected and analyzed, and in 
order to arrive at the character of these im- 
purities the juices wore clarified by liming to 
practically neutrality and the action of lime 
noted. The amount of juice extracted by each 
mill was determined and in the experiment 
here alluded to the total extraction was 77.2 
per cent., of wiiich the first mill extracted 50.5 
per cent., the second mill 23.9 per cent, and 
the third mill 2.8 per cent. 

Clarified Juice of First Mill. 

Acidity 100 

Total solids 13.390 

Brix 13.770 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose „ 1.030 

Bolids not sugar 740 

Purity 87.150 

Glucose ratio 8.580 

Ash 271 

Proteids ^ 067 

Albuminoids 014 

Amids 043 

Alcoholic precipitate 061 

Gums 049 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 3.850 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 15.810 

First Mill Juice, 50.5 Per Cent. Extraction. 

Acidity 1.650 

ToUl solids , 13.940 

Brix 14.050 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.060 

Bolids not sugar 990 

Purity 85.410 

Glucose ratio 8.830 

Ash 312 

J>roteids ,104 

Albuminoids 051 

Amids 053 

Alcoholic precipitate „ 226 

Gums 147 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 14.670 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 19.810 

Second Mill Juice, 20.9 Per Cent, Extraction, 

Acidity 2.200 

ToUlsolids 14.720 

Brix 15.000 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 830 



Solids not sugar 2.170 

Purity 80.000 

Glucose ratio 6.920 

Ash 493 

Proteids 317 

Albuminoids 186 

Amids 131 

Alcoholic precipitate 745 

Gums 469 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 15.720 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 21.370 

Clarified Juice of Second Mill. 

Acidity 050 

Total solids 13.820 

Brix 14.310 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 850 

Solids not sugar 1.460 

Purity 83.840 

Glucose ratio 7.080 

Ash 453 

Proteids 173 

Albuminoids 029 

Amids 144 

Alcoholic precipitate 155 

Gums 107 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 15.320 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 15.680 

Third Mill Juice, 2.8 Per Cent. Extraction. 

Acidity 2.450 

Total solids 16.160 

Brix 16.460 

Sucrose..^ 12.000 

Glucose 1.120 

Solids not sugar 3.340 

Purity 72.910 

Glucose ratio 9.330 

Ash 669 

Proteids 444 

Albuminoids 278 

Amids 166 

Alcoholic precipitate 1.359 

Gums 885 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 17.600 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 17.250 

Clarified Juice of Third Mill, 

Acidity 100 

Total solids 14.760 

Brix 14.860 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.040 

Solids not sugar 1.810 

Purity 80.810 

Glucose ratio 8.670 

Ash 508 

Proteids 234 

Albuminoids „ 066 

Amids 168 

Alcoholic precipitate 205 

Gums 132. 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 119.050 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 16.200 

The acidity of the juice increases as the total 
extraction increases, the juice from first mill 
having an acidity of 1.66 cubic centimeters, 
from the second mill 2.20 and from the third 
mill 2.46 cubic centimeters. The juices are cal- 
culated to the same sucrose content, and show a 
decrease in purity with an increase in extrac- 
tion, and a corresponding rise in the solids 
not sugar and total solids; the purity of the 
first mill being 85.41, of the second mill 80.00, 
and of the third mill 72.91. The ash, proteids, 
albuminoids, amids and gums also increase with 
the increase in extraction, the ash being .312, 
.493 and .669 per cent, in the first, second and 
third mill juice respectively ; the albuminoids 
and amids, which constitute the proteids, show- 
ing a like increase. The gums show the most 
marked increase, being .147 per cent, in the 
first millf .469 per cent, in the second mill and 



.885 per cent, in the third mill. The total 
impurities increase considerably with the in- 
creased extraction, the second and third mill 
juices having 3.84 and 7.90 per cent, of solids 
not sugar, while the juice of the first mill has 
only 1.74 i>er cent. 

Lime removes most of these impurities, par- 
ticularly those from the juices of the second 
and third mills; the ash removed by lime 
being 18.1 per cent, from the first mill, 8.1 per 
cent, from the second mill and 24.1 per cent, 
from the third mill juice. Proteids removed 
were 45.2 per cent, from first, 45.1 per cent, 
from second and 47.2 per cent, from third mill, 
and the gums removed were 66.7 per cent, 
from first, 77 .2 per cent, from second and 85.1 
per cent, from third mill. 

Thus showing that while the amounts of im- 
purities are greater with an increased extrac- 
tion, lime removes a larger percentage of these 
impurities from the juices containing them in 
larger quantities than it does from the purer 
juices of less extraction, and this action is 
particularly marked in the case of the gums. 
The ash of the second mill seems to have been 
composed almost entirely of potash and soda 
compounds, and was very slightly affected by 
lime. 

EXPERIMENTS ON THE ACTION OF SULPHUR 
AND LIME ON CANE JUICE. 

In testing this action the juice was sampled 
before and after each step in the process and 
carefully analyzed. 

The experiments are divided into three 
classes : 

1. Sulphur followed by lime. 

2. Lime followed by sulphur. 

3. Sulphur followed by lime and resulphured, 
or double sulphuring. 

SULPHUR FOLLOWED BY LIME. 
EXPERIMENT I. 

The mill juice liad an acidity of 2.4 cubic 
centimeters, and was sulphured to a total 
acidity of 6.5 cubic centimeters, using sulphur 
6ufi[icient to increase the acidity 3.1 cubic cen- 
timeters, requiring .0665 ounce of sulphur 
dioxide to sulphur one gallon of juice. Lime 
was added till the juice was left .5 cubic centi- 
meter acidity, using .1878 ounce of lime per 
gallon, and having an acidity equivalent to 
.0107 of sulphur dioxide per gallon. 

Mill Juice. 

Acidity 2.400 

Brix 16.850 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 2.400 

Solids not sugar 1.450 

Purity 75.710 

Glucose ratio 20.000 

Proteids 127 

Albuminoids .062 

Amids 065 

Alcoholic precipitate 212 

Gums 128 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 23.600 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 16.620 

Clarified Juice. 

Acidity 500 

Brix 15.830 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 2.430 

Solids not sugar 1.400 

Purity 76.810 

Glucose ratio 20.250 
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Protelde 077 

Albuminoids 017 

Aralda 061 

Alcoholic precipitate 245 

Gums 156 

Ash in alcoliolio precipitate 35.600 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 750 

There is a very slight increase in parity, and 
considering analytical errors it is practically 
the same in the clarified as that in the mill 
juice. There were 39.4 per cent, of the proteids 
removed and consisted entirely of albuminoids, 
an increase in the gums of 21.7 per cent. This is 
surprising and can only be accounted for by 
the precipitation of sulphites of lime by alco- 
hol ; these, and particularly the acid or bisul- 
phites are decomposed by heat and some of 
the sulphur volatilized. This undoubtedly 
occurred in the estimation of the ash in the 
alcohol precipitate and increased the amount 
of gums, which is obtained by difference. 

EXPERIMENT II. 

Juice sulphured to a total acidity of 6.0 
cubic centimeters and limed to .1 cubic cen- 
timeter alkalinity, using .0955 ounce of sulphur 
dioxide and .2290 ounce of lime per gallon of 
juice. 

Mill Juice, 

Acidity 1.550 

Alkalinity 

Brix 14.320 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.510 

Solids not sugar 810 

Purity 83.790 

Glucose ratio 12.580 

Proteids 12; 

Albuminoids 05fi 

Amlds 069 

Alcoholic precipitate 176 

Gums 053 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 34.450 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 25.690 

Clarified Juice. 

Acidity 

Alkalinity 100 

Brlx 14.310 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.530 

Solids not sugar 780 

Purity 83.860 

Glucose ratio 12.750 

Proteids 061 

Albuminoids 007 

Amids 054 

Alcoholic precipitate 062 

Gums 043 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 28.790 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 700 

■ The sugars and solids not sugar remain un- 
changed. 50. per cent, of the proteids were 
removed and practically all of the albumin- 
oids, there remaining only .007 per cent, in 
the juice. 18.8 per cent, of the gums were re- 
moved; this amount is less than actually re- 
moved owing to the presence of sulphite in the 
juice and their volatilization on heating as ex- 
plained in Experiment I. 

EXPERIMENT III. 

Juice sulphured to a total acidity of ten 
cubic centimeters and lime added till acidity 
was reduced to 1.0 cubic centimeter, using 
.1803 ounce of sulphur and .3379 ounce of 
lime per gallon of juice. 



Milk Juice 

Acidity 1.600 

ToUl solids 15.170 

Brlx 15.820 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 2.000 

Solids not sugar 1.830 

Purity 75.920 

Glucose ratio 16.660 

Sulphurous acid 

Sulphuric acid 

Lime 

Ash 578 

Proteids 269 

Albuminoids 126 

Amlds 143 

Alcoholic precipitate 270 

Gums 156 

Ash In alcoholic precipitate 8.020 

Albuminoids In alcoholic precipitate 35.120 

Lime In alcoholic precipitate 1.250 

Clarijied Juice, 

Acidity 1.000 

Total solids 15.320 

Brlx 15.550 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 2.020 

Solids not sugar 1.530 

Purity 77.170 

Glucose ratio 16.840 

Sulphurous acid 071 

Sulphuric acid 095 

Lime .168 

Ash 403 

Proteids / .174 

Albuminoids .026 

Amlds 148 

Alcoholic precipitate 057 

Gums 057 

Ash In alcoholic precipitate 5.790 

Albuminoids In alcoholic precipitate 5.940 

Lime in alcoholic precipitate 1.730 

There Is an Increase in purity of 1 .25 and a 
corresponding decrease In solids not sugar; 
there was no Inversion, the glucose remaining 
In the same ratio to the sucrose; 30.2 per cent, 
of the ash was removed; 31.6 per cent, of the 
proteids, consisting entirely of albuminoids 
and 67.3 per cent, of the gums were removed. 

EXPERIMENT IV. 

Juice sulphured to 10 cubic centimeters 
acidity and limed to neutrality, the mill juice 
having an acidity of 1.6 cubic centimeters, 
using .1803 ounce of sulphur and .3755 ounce 
of lime per gallon of juice. 

Mill Juice. 

Total solids 14.380 

Brix 15.120 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.440 

Solids not sugar 1.680 

Purity 79.360 

Glucose ratio 12.000 

Sulphurous acid 

Sulphuric acid 

Lime 

Ash 696 

Proteids 218 

Albuminoids 100 

Amlds 118 

Alcoholic precipitate 334 

Gums 227 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 8.000 

Albuminoids In alcoholic precipitate 25.190 

Lime In alcoholic precipitate 1.780 

Clarijied Juice. 

Total solids 14.190 

Brlx 14.830 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.380 

Solids not Fugar 1.450 

Purity 80.920 



Glucose ratio 11.500 

Sulphurous acid 058 

Sulphuric acid 049 

Lime 048 

Ash 206 

Proteids 134 

Albuminoids 015 

Amlds 119 

Alcoholic precipitate 037 

Gums 032 

Ash In alcoholic precipitate 3.140 

Albuminoids In alcoholic precipitate 11.250 

Lime in alcoholic precipitate 1.020 

There is an increase of 1.56 and the sugars 
have not been affected. 6.56 per cent, of the 
ash is removed, 38.5 per cent, of the proteids, 
consisting entirely of albuminoids, the amlds 
were not affected, and 85.9 per cent, of the 
gums were removed; this clarification remov- 
ing more impurities than any other clarifica* 
tlon In the experiments. 

EXPERIMENT V. 

Juice sulphured to 10.0 cubic centimeters 
acidity and lime added till It was 1.0 cubic cen- 
tlmeters alkalinity. 

Mill Juice. 

Total solids 15.230 

Brlx 15.610 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose... 1.740 

Solids not sugar 1.870 

Purity 76.870 

Glucose ratio 14.500 

Sulphurous acid - 

Sulphuric acid 

Lime 

Ash 461 

Proteids 386 

Albuminoids 133 

Amids 235 

Alcoholic precipitate 371 

Gums 186 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 22.860 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 28.330 

Lime in alcoholic precipitate 1.830 

Clarified Juice. 

Total solids 15.090 

Brix 15.400 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.680 

Solids not sugar 1.770 

Purity 77.920 

Glucose ratio 13.590 

Sulphurous acid 046 

Sulphuric add 028 

Lime 052 

Ash 541 

Proteids 286 

Albuminoids.. 038 

Amids „ 258 

Alcoholic precipitate 068 

Gums 044 

Ash In alcoholic precipitate .* 12.280 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 12.060 

Lime In alcoholic precipitate 9.710 

There Is an Increase in purity of 1.05, with 
a corresponding decrease in the solids. The 
solids not sugar do not show as great a de- 
crease, owing to the excess of lime decompos- 
ing .11 per cent, of the glucose. The ash in- 
creases 17.4 per cent., 22.8 per cent, of the 
proteids were removed and consisted entirely 
of albuminoids. The amlds are increased 
slightly by the decomposition of the albu- 
minoids, but this action was very small, the 
Increase being only 7.6 per cent.; 76.2 per 
cent, of the germs were removed, thus show- 
ing that the lime was not present In very large 
excess. 
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SXPBXIMEKT VI. 

J<aloe ralphured to 10 cubic centimeters 
Acidity and limed to 2 cubic centimeters alka- 
linity. 

^ MiU Juice. 

Total Bollde... „ 12.280 

Brlx 15.400 

Sucrose 12.000 

Olucose 1.740 

Solids not sugar 1.870 

Purity 76.890 

Olucose ratio ^ 14.500 

Sulptiurous acid 

Sulpliuric acid 

Liine 

Asli....„ 461 

Proteids .368 

Albuminoids „ 133 

Amids 235 

Alcoliolic precipitate 371 

Oums 185 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 22.860 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 28.330 

Lime in alcoholic precipitate 1.830 

Clarified Juice. 

Total solids 16.280 

Brix 16.690 

Sucrose 12.000 

Glucose 1.710 

Solids not sugar 1.980 

Purity 76.480 

Glucose ratio 14.250 

Sulphurous acid f 065 

Lime 314 

Ash : 469 

Proteids 266 

Albuminoids 089 

Amids 227 

Alcoholic precipitate .066 

Gums 057 

Ash in alcoholic precipitate 25.500 

Albuminoids in alcoholic precipitate 8.250 

Lime in alcoholic precipitate 20.100 

As was expected from results on lime clari- 
fications, we have here with a strong alkalin- 
ity a decrease in purity. The glucose was not 
affected, showing that the action of the excess 
of lime was not as strong as in the lime clari- 
fications. There is a slight increase in the ash, 
but not as much as found in using lime alone 
to strong alkalinity. 27.7 per cent, of the 
proteids were removed and consisted largely 
of albuminoids; the excess of lime decomposed 
only a small quantity of amids ; 69.2 per cent, 
of the gums were removed. The removal of 
this quantity in a strong alkaline juice, with- 
out the addition of organic acids formed by 
the action of the excess of lime on the glucose, 
albuminoids and amids, shows that in sul- 
phured juices an excess of lime is not as in- 
jurious as in juices that have not been sul- 
phured. 

The expe^mentfi using lime first and fol- 
lowing with sulphur, and those of double sul- 
phuration, with the removal of the impurities 
precipitated by each step in the process, do 
not show any advantage in the quantity of im- 
purities removed over those precipitated by 
the use of sulphur and lime, and will not be 
further discussed. 

These results show that sulphuring highly 
and liming to neutrality removes more impuri- 
ties than any degree of liminir combined with 
sulphuring, and if precautions'' are taken to 
prevent the heating of the juice before liming 
no inversion takes place. 

Comparing the impurities removed by sul- 
phuring to ten cubic centimeters acidity, the 



mill juice having an acidity of 1.5 cubic centi- 
meters, and liming to neutrality, using .1824 
ounce of sulphur dioxide or .0912 ounce of sul- 
phur per gallon, and liming to neutrality, re- 
quiring .3755 ounce of lime per gallon, with 
that of liming to neutrality, the mill juice hav- 
ing an acidity of 1 .8 cubic centimeters and re- 
quiring .068 ounce of lime per gallon of juice, 
there is an increase in the rise in purity from 
1.33 in limed to 1.56 in the sulphured and 
limed juice ; the same percentage of albumin- 
oids were removed by each method, and a 
great increase In the amount of removed 
noted in the sulphur and lime clarification, 
85.9 per cent, of gums, while the liming with- 
out the use of sulphur removed only 18 per 
cent, of gums. 

Besides the above the following actions 
were observed: 

1. The greater the density of the juice the 
less absorption of sulphur dioxide. 

2. Leaving the clarified juice acid, increases 
the sulphurous and sulphuric acid remaining 
in the juice, either in combination with lime 
or free. 

3. Neutral clarifications leave less lime, sul- 
phurous acid, sulphuric acid, ash and gums in 
the clarified juce. 

4. Acid and alkaline clarifications increase 
the amount of lime remaining in the juice. 

5. Albuminoids are less affected by differ- 
ences in method of clarification than other 
impurities, but more are removed by neutral 
than by acid or alkaline clarifications. 

6. Amids are not removed by any process of 
clarification, but are increased by alkaline 
clarifications and in some cases are decom- 
posed. 

Thus sulphuring to strong acidity and lim- 
ing to neutrality is the best method of clarify- . 
ing cane juice, and in summarizing the results 
and precautions necessary to prevent inver- 
sion, the best procedure in the clarification of 
cane juice is to sulphur the juice strongly 
before running in the clarifiers, observing pre- 
cautions to prevent the juice being heated, 
liming in the clarifiers to neutrality, which can 
be determined by litmus paper, or by the use 
of a tenth normal acid or alkali solution, with 
phenol phthalein as an indicator; the latter is 
a more delicate test than litmus and is prefer- 
able. Heating until the blanket breaks, and 
either remove the scums and allow the juice 
to settle, or allow it to settle without the re- 
moval of the scums, run off the clear juice into 
the juice tanks and pass scums. and settlings 
through the filter press, or if possible filter the 
juice after settling, as it is practically impossi- 
ble to remove all of the impurities that are 
precipitated by settling. 



The Use of Lime and Sulphur in 
Sugar House Work. 

I A paper by Mr. B. W. Doming, read before the 
LoaltlanaSagar Planters' Association June 9, 

1898.J 

Mr. President and Gentlemen— At the 
request of your secretary I would beg leave to 
present the following paper on the subject of 
the ^*Use of Lime and Sulphur in Sugar 
House Work." 

In some ancient work on the manufacture of 



sugar in the East Indies there is stated the fact * 
that in the manufacture of sugar from saechiit- - • 
ine juices there was ns^d in the solution' th^' - 
juice of plants known tc have aHuline protyer>' ' ' 
ties, which was applied before or during evi^-' . 
oration. ^ » 

Thus we see that with the most primitive - 
methods of manufacture, clime, or its equiYa^ ' 
lent^ was used qn juices extracted from the'" 
stalks by the use of heavy pestles, or by the use • 
of two wooden rollers or two stonetollers oper- 
ated by men working long handles attached 
directly to these rollers. 

I am not aware that at any time or in any 
locality there has been sugar manufactured on 
a large scale without the use of an alkaline 
property for the coagulation of the organic 
matter found in saccharine solutions. At the 
present time sugar producing sections of the 
world employ lime, with the addition of heat, 
for the coagulation of the impurities in sac- 
charine solutions, and I am not aware that 
there has as yet been found a substitute for thd 
use of lime or any material that promises bet- 
ter results than by the use of lime. We are, 
therefore, settled upon the one point— that is, 
the, necessity for the use of lime ; the next point 
to determine is the proper application of lime. ' 
The preparation of lime for application to * 
saccharine solutions should be most carefully 
done. Only the best grade of lime should hie 
Yised. This should be slacked entirely under 
water, and reduced down by the use of water 
to 15 or 18 Baura^ actually, by the use 
of a Baume spindle. This solution of 
lime water should then pass through wire' 
cloth of one-eighth inch mesh, which pre- 
vents any lumps of unslacked litae reaching' 
the tank, from which it is taken to the liming 
tanks or clarifiers. These latter receptacles 
should be supplied with some form of agitator 
to prevent the lime settling on the bottom, and 
to insure that the application of a known 
quantity of this solution to a cane juice would 
represent a certain effect would materially aid 
the man whose duty it was to apply the lime ' 
to the juice. 

The most usual process for the treatment of 
cane juice to secure separation of the impuri- 
ties is by the use of open vessels containing 
steam heating pipes at their bottoms. Into ' 
these tanks is drawn the cane juice up to with^ 
in a few inches of the top, and the necessary 
lime for this quantity of juice is applied. Oc- 
casionally this juice is not heated until after 
the application of this lime, but more frequent- 
ly steam is turned on as soon as the heftting 
coils are covered, in which case there is chance 
for a considerable loss of sugar by inver^on if 
the lime is not applied before any considerable ' 
amount of heat is obtained. 

Some clarifiers apply the entire charge of 
lime to these tanks as soon as the coils are 
covered. While this precludes any chance of 
inversion through heating an acid juice, it 
works an injurious ettect by using an excess of 
lime to this juice, tbe bad effects of which can 
not be removed even by the addition of suffi- 
cient juice to take up this lime. Another l)ad 
effect of this practice icr that the heavier par> 
tides of lime are not immediately absorbed by 
the juice and fall to the bottom of these taokR 
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beneath the heating oolls, from which point it 
ifl diffloult to unite the heavier parts of lime 
with the juice, becande there is no circulation 
beneath the heating coils, therefore mach lime 
which \b designed for the juice in this clariller 
never reaches the juice and passes out with the 
sediment to the filter press mud tanks, where 
the application of additional heat in blow-ups 
and the pump*s action in handling the sicim- 
mings to the presses, combined with the circu- 
lation of the juice throu/^h a certain part of the 
filter press caice, absorbs this portion of undis- 
solved lime to the great injury of the juice 
coming from the filter presses, greatly darlcen- 
ing the color; and if mixed with the. settled 
juice coming from clarifiers which contains a 
less quantity of lime there will be caused a very 
percipitable fiocculation and precipitation due 
to a juice that is heavily limed neutralizing 
certain acids in juice that has less lime. This 
causes a precipitation in the charging tanlt of 
the evaporators amounting in some cases to 
several inches of sediment in a few hours^ run, 
making it necessary to employ a duplicate tank 
at this point for the purpose of removing this 
sediment from the bottom. 

Another and better mode of applying lime 
to these small open clarifiers would be to ap- 
ply it gradually, making two or three applica- 
tions during the filling of these clarifiers, add- 
ing the last portion of lime immediately after 
closing the inlet valve. It would be greatly to 
the benefit of the clarification if heat was not 
applied until the clarifiers had been well 
filled and all the lime added. This, of course, 
would delay operations in a house where the 
clarifying capacity was limited, but it would 
certainly be the best practice. 

The slow heating of cane juice in open clar- 
ifiers causes an imperfect coagulation of the 
impurities, some fioculations being small and 
held in suspension; others unite with parti- 
cles of air, which carry them to the surface 
when all would be precipitated to the bottom 
if the juice were instantaneously heated to its 
maximum temperature. 

In the writer's opinion it is extremely diffi- 
cult to secure a uniform clarification or tem- 
pering of the juice when operated upon in 
small quantities, as in open clarifiers. It is^ 
true yoil may secure a good clarification with 
each clarifier, presumably by the application 
of the same amount of lime with the same 
amouht of juice, provided there is no change 
in the character of juice, which unfortunately 
is the exception rather than the rule. 

While the juice in each individual clarifier 
settles and appears to be free from all impuri- 
ties, in fact, all that is desired from the stand- 
point of clarification, it must be admitted that 
in the clarification in these vessels no two are 
precisely alike, and if they could be carried 
through the house each one independent of the 
others, satisfactory results might be obtained, 
but at some point these individual clarifica- 
tions must come together. and form the whole. 
It is here that is shown the disadvantage in 
the tempering of cane juice in small quanti- 
ties. 

The juices of these several clarifiers must 
meet in charging tanks of the evaporators, 
where there will occur a second clarification, 



due to the varying condition of the juices in 
the different clarifiers as respects the acid and 
alkaline properties, which will certainly cause 
a precipitation when they meet ; this precipi- 
tation in extent will depend upon the extent 
of the varying condition of the juices meeting 
in this tank, which may throw down a heavy 
precipitate or cause a separation of minute 
particles of specific gravity so nearly equal 
that of the juice that it is carried on into the 
evaporators, which it enters with a slightly 
opaque or cloudy appearance. 

Cane juices are limed in large bulk, first be- 
ing drawn into tanks containing from six to 
eight feet depth of juice. An agitator should 
be provided for these tanks by the use of air 
discharged through perforated pipe directly 
on the bottom or some mechanical device that 
would cause a movement of the mixture 
through every part of the vessel in which the 
lime is applied. 

As soon as the stirring apparatus is covered 
there should be applied a movement for the 
mixture of the cane juice which should not 
cease until the tank was again empty. 

Into this tank is applied the lime at inter- 
vals as the tank fills, making the final applica- 
tion after the inlet valve was closed* If the 
lime has the proper mixture of water reduced 
to 15 or 20 Baum6, it will instantly unite with 
the juice, leaving no portion upon the bottom 
of these tanks. The agitator will insure a 
thorough mixture and prevent settling of the 
mud or heavy parts, which are disposed to set- 
tle in the bottom of receptacles holding raw 
cane juice and insure that each gallon of juice 
passing onward through the process of clarifica- 
tion will carry with it the mud or precipitate 
which belongs to that gallon of juice. This is 
of decided advantage, as the heavier mud as- 
sists materially in carrying down the fine floc- 
culations which in themselves are so difficult 
to remove by settling from the cane juice. 

By the application of lime to large quantities 
of cane juice in this manner sufficient time is 
given for a careful tempering of each tank of 
juice, and where used in connection with the 
Deming system of clarification but one- 
thirtieth of this tank need be heated before the 
maximum effect of reagents and the heat may 
be observed, after which, if necessary, the 
twenty-nine-thirtieths may have an additional 
amount of lime added should the juice be de- 
ficient in lime or an increased quantity added 
or what may be better practice to add a small 
quantity of clariphos to counteract an excess of 
lime should the tank have an excess of lime. 

Another argument in favor of the application 
of lime to cold juice is the fact that it is much 
more readily taken up by cold juices than hot 
juices and that a less quantity of lime when 
applied cold will secure the desired reaction 
than if applied to a hot solution. The truth of 
this assertion is very evident in the use of the 
Deming system of clarification and Is con- 
firmed by the use of the Steffien process for se- 
curing sugar from molasses. In this process to 
secure a sucrate of lime it is necessary to use 
a refrigerating process reducing the tempera- 
ture of the molasses to which lime has been 
applied to a very low point. 

Equally important as the application of lime 



is the process of separating the impurities that 
will be precipitated in the juice by the appli- 
cation of lime and heat. The usual practice is 
to permit the solution after receiving the 
necessary reagent and its maximum heat to 
remain at rest in the clarifiers for a short time. 
The surface scums are then removed and the 
clear juice drawn off, and later the scums that 
are at the bottom of these vessels. There is no 
distinct line marking the separation of the 
clear juice and the impurities so to avoid car- 
rying too much juice to the filter presses with 
the precipitate there is likely to be carried out 
considerable mud with the clear juice, some of 
^vhich may be separated from the juice in the 
charging tank of the evaporator and some will 
pass on through the evaporator into the syrup. 

The difficulty of maintaining tight check 
valves and steam valves which admit steam 
into the open clarifiers during the time for 
settling causes continued upward movement of 
heat radiating from the surface, which keeps 
in movement and prevents settling some of the 
impurities. 

By the use of the Deming system of con- 
tinuous settling tanks the mud or precipitate 
is discharged into the bottom of these settlers, 
where it remains until removed, the clear juice 
constantly overfiowing at the upper and oppo- 
site ends from which is removed the mud. In 
these tanks there is really no settling, no set- 
tling is required, merely the mud remains at 
the bottom while the clear juice rises upward 
and overfiows. 

I consider as impractical the use of litmus 
paper or other reagents used for disclosing the 
acidity of cane juice after the application of 
lime in order to secure a uniform condition as 
regards its acidity, this condition can be more 
accurately determined after the juices have 
had their application of reagents and its 
maximum heat than by any system of titra- 
tion. 

In the application of sulphur to cane juices 
there are almost as many machines for this 
purpose as there are sugar houses employing 
them, and the confiicting opinions in regard to 
the proper methods of applying sulphur and 
as to the quantity to be used are nearly as 
numerous as the people who profess any 
knowledge of the use of sulphur. 

We are greatly in need of more definite 
information in regard to the application and 
effects of sulphur. The fact that one house uses 
sulphur in large quantities and another house 
in moderate quantities and both obtain in the 
barrel results very similar as regards quality 
and quantity of products does not argue that 
either or both of these systems are right; 
neither does the fact of the success of two 
houses like the above necessarily warrant a 
house in a location at any great distance from 
the above places to adopt a similar sulphur 
process. A difference in the soil producing 
the cane, a difference in degree of extraction 
or many other conditions peculiar to individual 
houses may affect in a great measure the 
action of sulphur. 

There are a few houses in this State which 
use what might be termed an excess of 
sulphur— that is, two or three pounds of sul- 
phur per ton of cane per day ; this applies to 
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an apparatus that insures its entire absorption 
by the juice. The use of sulphur to this ex- 
tent increases the amounts of lime required to 
neutralize the acids placed in the juice by the 
sulphur. 

Ordinarily, less than one- half pound of 
• sulphur per ton of cane is used, but few 
bouses are fitted with sulphur apparatus that 
will give to exceed one pound of sulphur per 
ton of cane handled each day with a certainty 
that it all passes directly into the juice. 

Some large houses handling large quantities 
of cane apply sulphur by means of perforated 
pipes in the bottom of the deep tanks contuin- 
ing the cane juice, the necessary pressure be- 
ing obtained by an air pump which forces air 
into the closed receptacles in which the sul- 
phur is being burned. 

It is my impression that in nearly all sulphur 
burners the high heat generated where they 
undertake to bum too great a quantity of 
sulphur on a small burning surface carries 
into the pipes and into the juice large quanti- 
ties of melted sulphur which is not burned but 
melted. 

This sublimed sulphur carries with it suffi- 
cient heat to injure valves and connections, 
effectually fills up and destroys piping, and 
may be seen escaping from the surface of the 
juice as a heavy white cloud, lacking a sulphur 
smell. 

Cane Transfers. 

Necessity is the mother of invention and the 
low prices of sugar during recent years, and 
the increase of cane farming and its trans- 
portation long distances in cars, together with 
the necessity for diminished expense in haul- 
ing cane about the sugar-house carrier, have 
led to the adoption of various devices for the 
easy transfer of sugar cane from loaded carts 
to cane cars ready for long transit or for easy 
discharge at the cane carrier. 

LeBlanc & Nadler^s trolley system, the der- 
rick system of Mr. James Mallon and the 
American Hoist and Derrick Company, the 
Lorio transfer, the Kemper moving platform 
and the Spelman hoist are all excellent efforts 
and have effected wonderful economies where 
used. 

In this issue we illustrate another device 
now offered to the cane-growing world, that 
of Mr. E. W. Wiley, Jr., of Lecompte, La. 
Mr. Wiley lives right in the midst of the cane 
fields of the Red River valley, where immense 
quantities are transferred from carts to cars, 
and his invention is the result of large expe- 
rience and a study of the many devices now in 
use, all of which Mr. Wiley thinks he surpasses 
with his in ease, excellence and economy of 
work. 

As will be seen by the illustration no ropes 
or slings are required in Mr. Wiley's appara- 
tus. The loaded cart is driven onto a fiat 
platform on the ground level, and dumped 
thereon. Beneath this platform there begins 
an Inclined track, which leads up from the 
ground at an angle of 30 to 40 degrees, and by 
proper rollers or wheels the platform with its 
load is easily drawn up the incline, the surface 
of the platform remaining level. The ascend- 
ing load is thus brought directly over the empty 
cars to be loaded, and by an ingenious device 



the whole load is instantly and automatically 
dumped into the waiting car. The loaded oar 
is then shoved out of the way to make place 
for the next empty car. 

The dumping device is a leading feature in 
the invention. The fioor of the transferring plat- 
form is composed of two trap doors with auto- 
matic traps and automatic shutting devices oper- 
ated by trip wheels running on a shorter inter- 
mediate track, which will be seen in the illus- 
tration. This is made of sufilcient length to 
allow the trap doors to dump the load of cane 
at just the right point to fall into the car be- 
low. When the platform descends, the trip 
wheels coming onto their own track- close the 
trap doors, and when the platform reaches 
the bottom of the incline, it is ready to re- 
ceive another load. 

As will be seen by the illustrations the lift- 
ing power is applied by a simple and econom- 
ical device. A wire rope is led from the plat- 
form of the incline, passing over a friction 
roller to a perpendicular shaft, on the top of 
which is a winding barrel and to the bottom 
of which one or two mules may be attached by 
a lever, the diametei; of the winding barrel 
above and the length" of the pulling lever be- 
low determining the power and speed to be 
used. With a small winding barrel, but little 
power will be needed, even for heavy loads, 
but the work will be slower; a large winding 
barrel will quicken the work and require more 
power. 

In the illustration the small cuts 2 and 3 
show the dumping bottom open and again 
closed by the descent of the platform. Mr. E. 
W. Wiley, Jr., whose address is Lecompte, La., 
will be glad to give further particulars, and 
his advertisement will be found in our columns. 



Trade Notes. 
Plantation Wanted.— Elsewhere in this 
issue we print the advertisement of a gentle- 



man who desires to purchase a medium- sized 
sugar plantation. The place must be well 
equipped, especially as regards sugar house. 
Here is an opportunity for those of our planting 
friends who desire for any reason to dispose 
of their places, as the prospective purchaser 
means business. Replies «hould be addressed 
to "Business," care this office. 



Mr. L. F. Suthon, of Houma, was at the St. 
Charles on Wednesday. 

Mr. W. E. Howell, of Lafourche parish, 
sugar planter, legislator and genial gentleman, 
was a recent visitor to town, stopping at 
Colonel Blakeley's hostelry. 

Mr. J. A. Pharr, son of Capt. J. N. Pharr, 
was in the city during the past week. 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, of Ascension parish, 
where he has extensive sugar planting inter- 
ests, was a visitor to the city on Tuesday and 
stopped at the St. Charles. 

Mr. C. \V. Socage, of Houma, La., was reg- 
istered at the Hotel Royal during the past 
week. 

Mr. T. H. Roger, of Thibodaux, was in the 
city on a visit a few days ago. 

Mr. G. D. Von Phul, of Baton Rouge, was 
registered at the Commercial Hotel on Mon- 
day. 

Mr. 0. M. Stimson, general superintendent 
of the Southern shops of the Illinois Car and 
Equipment Company, at Anniston, Ala., was 
In the city during the past week. Mr. Stim- 
son-s immense concern is represented here at 
the local office of the Anniston Lime and Stone 
Company, over the Union National Bank, and 
he reports that the outlook for a big business 
with the sugar planters is very bright. The 
Illinois Car and Equipment Company is pre- 
pared to make very nearly evervthing required 
about a sugar house, as will be more fully set 
forth in an advertisement which they will in- 
sert in this journal next week. 
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June 10. 




Samk Day | Tonb of Markxt at Closing 
Labt Year. ofWsbk. 



Nominal. 
2 «2H 



12 50018 0012 53(918 CO 12 53018 CO 12 50013 0012 50^18 00,12 000 

16 00 jl !l6 000 16 OOa 16 00^ 'l6 000 Il7 00018 00 



Dull. 



Fair demand. 



SBCBIPT8 AND 8ALB8 AT NBW ORLBAN8 FOR THB WBBK 
BNDINQ JUNE zo. 1898. 

Bbls. Clean. 



Received . 
Sold 



Sacks Rough. 

1101 
_. 1069 



86 ( 



BBCBIPTS AT NBW ORLBANS FROM AUQ. 1. 1897. TO JUNB 
ID, 1898, COMPARBD WITH LAST TBAR, 8AMB TIMB. 

SACWS RoVOB, BBLS. CLEAh . 

Thlajear 468,706 



La8t jear.. 



875,810 



8,081 
9,575 



Sugar. 

The local sugar market was steady at 
the end of the week, and receipts from 
plantations were very good for this sea- 
son of the year. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals easy. 



Rice. 

Clean rice is steady and rough quiet- 
The receipts from the country showed 
an increase at the end of the week, but 
offerings were too limited to admit of 
extensive movement. 



Sugar In London. 

The raw market has become distinctly firm- 
er, and now that the pressure to sell the heavy 
May tenders has passed off, a steady though 
perhaps small improvement is generally looked 
for. It was for the present month that the 
largest amount of speculation has been in- 
dulged in, and it seems unlikely that the mar- 
ket will be again similarly disturbed for some 
time by reasons of this kind. There are com- 
plaints of ungenial weather on the continent, 
and the sowings of the new beet crop have 
been retarded, and a continuance of it might 
perhaps strengthen the market, more particu- 
larly for the new crop beet. As regards sup- 
plies of actual sugar available for delivery 
now and in the Immediate future, however, 
there would appear to be sufficent according to 
stocks on paper, which have become rather 
stationary according to the latest figures ob- 
tainable. No change has taken place in the 
American markets, either In stocks or values, 
but the latter are firmly maintained. Cane 
sugar here has met with rather more atten- 
tion, some recent arrivals of West Indian mus- 
covado having been rapidly disposed of at 
prices which must be decidedly more satisfac- 



tory to the grower. Crystallized kinds have 
also met with a better Inquiry at prices which 
only show a fractional decline from the high- 
est point recently established. The Imports of 
crystallized raws to London for the week end- 
ing t2th Inst, amounted to 886 tons, and for 
this year to 11,476 tons, against 15,705 tons In 
1897.— P. M. Review, May 14. 



Talmage on the Rice Market. 

Rice holds to Its former liberal volume and 
firm prices in spite of the falling away of de- 
mand and reaction in values of other grains. 
Last week brought another big instalment to 
this market of all sorts and grades, and while 
the surplus was not large, there Is now a fair 
assortment In way of spot stocks. As previ- 
ously noted there Is a general forecasting of 
needs and the forehanded are securing the 
(i cream of selections'^ by engaging In advance 
of arrivals. Advices from the South note lim- 
ited and local demand, mainly met by Import- 
ed sorts. Cables and correspondence from 
abroad note that all bears have run to cover, 
no one found willing to sell other than they 
have and then Insisting on full prices with 
every guard In the matter of terms, proving 
anew the truth of the old proverb: "Once 
bitten, twice shy.'- Some who were caught 
several times have gone to the other extreme 
and are now the loudest In predicting the most 
Improbable outcome in way of extravagant 
prices. 

The market appears entirely of one mind 
and every one disposed to anticipate require- 
ments to a greater or lesser degree. As a nat- 
ural sequence the demand Is brisk, which, with 
the movement from the far East far below 
average, keeps the trend of market still up- 
ward. So far as can be seen the outlook gives 
no promise of any recession, for while the 
prices in India have steadied somewhat, the 
tonnage is becoming more limited and freights 
In consequence advancing. 

Talmage, New Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date: Receipts, rough. In- 
clusive of amount carried over, 537,725 bags; 
last year, 569,05S bags; sales, cleaned (esti- 
mated), 121,900 barrels; last year, 109,800 
barrels. Movement in domestic light and 



local; fair Inquiry for foreign, spot and to 
contiguous territory. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
59,470 barrels; sales, 68,980 barrels. Steady 
but sluggish demand; dealers holding firm 
In anticipation of enlarged movement. 



A Drop in Sugar* 

More than 10,000 bags of raw sugar went to 
the bottom of the East river on Sunday, 
through the collapse of about 100 feet of the 
end of the South Third street pier In Williams^ 
burg, N. Y. The pier belonged to the Have- 
meyer Sugar Refinery. It extended nearly 
400 feet out Into the river, and was two stories 
high. During the week 100 men were em- 
ployed on the pier, but on Sundays the place, 
was closed. Washing away of the sandy bot- 
tom of the river Is said to have caused the 
collapse. — Grocers'' Criterion. 



Personal. 



Gov. H. C. Warmoth, of the lower coast, 
was In town on Saturday, and put up at the 
St. Charles. 

Mr. J- K. Tucker, of St. James parish, a man 
of note in that and other parts of the country, 
and Mr. J. W. Tucker, of Ascension, techni- 
cally known as " Jim " Tucker, who is classed 
as A No. 1 In his business, which is that of 
managing plantations, were both In the city a 
few days ago, accompanied by several mem- 
bers of their families, and put up at the Cos- 
mopolitan Hotel. 

Capt. J. N. Pharr, of Berwick, was a recent 
visitor to the city, stopping at the St. Charles. 

Mr. L. M. SoDlat, of Dorceyville, La., was 
In the city on Thursday for the purpose of at- 
tending the regular monthly meeting of the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters' Association. 

Mr. John Baldwin, Jr., of Total Wreck plan- 
tation In the parish of St. Mary, was in the city 
a few days ago. 

Mr. John R. Qheens, the prominent La- 
fourche parish planter, was a visitor to the 
city on Monday. 
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WANTS. 



W wOl pnbliih iB this column, ffts of chMXf nadl 
IwttMr notice, th« api»Ucntioi» of all m^anen, ev«r- 
Mtn, tnglnocn and •vtgmt makert, and others who may 
bt aeehlng potitioBS in the country, and alao the wants 
•f planters deslrlnir to employ any of these. 

WANTBD—A POSITION AS BNGINBSR TO DO 
repairs and take off the crop ; am strictly sober, a 
man ot family, and have had long experience; good 
references. Address P. H. ELLIOTT, 7J4 Fern street. 
New Orleans, La. 6 9-98 

WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMIST IN BEET 
or cane sugar house ; am a8 years of age, temper- 
ate and a hard worker: am competent for the work; 
modest pay; can furniih Schmidt & Harusch polari- 
scope, if wanted ; good reference. Address CHEMIaT* 
Box 17s. Medicine Lodge, Kas. 6-8-9S, 



WANTED— BY GENTLEMAN WITH SMALL 
family, a position as book-keeper and manager in 
town or country store ; thoroughly experienced in oflScc 
work and general business : best of references, and bond 
furnished, if required. Address MORTIMER, care 
Tk€ Chu/t Donaldsonville, La. 6 10 ^ 

"WANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER ON 
*^ a plantation for the coming season ; have had long 
experience with vacuum pan and open kettle sugar; can 
furnish best references. Address A. FREDERIC, 341s 
North Rampart street. New Orleans, La. 6-9-98 



WANTED-A CX)MPBTENT, SOBER MAN DB- 
sires a position a« sugar boiler; understands his 
business; will give first- class reference'. Address G., 
1137 Dauphine street. New Orleans. 6-798 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STORE KBEPER, 
time keeper, or any clerical capacity, by a man of 
experience, who can furnish both country and city refer- 
ences. Address C. 1. A., 1015 Race street. New Orleans. 

6-7-98 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION A8 ASSISTANT 
engineer, and to do repairing on a sugar 
plantation, by a man of experience in sugar house 
and foundry work. Address P. H. P., General De- 
livery, New Orleans, La. 6 i 9S 



XTTANTED— AT ONCE, TWO EXPERIENCED 
VV refinery sugar boilers for a refinery in this country. 
Only those with first-dsss leferences will apply to H. P., 
care Louisiana i'lantsr. 6-6 98 



-rrr ANTED— POSITION BY A YOUNG FRENCH 

VV engineer (civil graduate), twelve years' experi- 
ence in machinery, electncitv, buildings; wants any kind 
of situation or job. Address H. B., Louisiana Plantxr. 

66-9S 



WANTED— SITUATION BYAGRAPUATE OF 
polytechnic academy: fourteen years' experience 
in beet sugar factories ; well versed in practical sugar 
manufacturing; chemical control; arrangement of sugar 
house ; beet culture, etc. ; best of testimonials and refer- 



ences given. Address C. D., 147 Green street, Brook 
lyn, N. Y. ' ^ 



6-a-98 



TTTANTED- A GOOD MECHANIC TO REPRE- 
VV aent me in each sugar parish in the State for the 
Side and construction of my new automatic cane trans- 
fer. Address E. W. WILEY, Jr., Lecompte, La. 
6-3-98 



WANTED — A POSITION BY AN EXPERI- 
enced sugar maker for the coming crop; many 
years* experience; best of references given. Address 
ALBERT PEYRONNBT, 1933 Dumaine street. New 
Orleans, La. 6-a 98 



WANTED— A POSITION FOE COMING SUGAR 
crop as cane weigher, juice keeper or water tender, 
by a married man ; best ot references. Address GEO. 
TASSIN, New Orleans, La. 5-38-98 



WANTED- A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacuum-pan sugar maker to take off the crop dur- 
ing the next season; I can do my own clarifying; 
•tnctly temperate and reliable ; references furnished on 
application ; would accept an assistancy in a large crop. 
Address SUGAR MAKER, Lock Box ao, Easrle Lake, 
Texas. 6-3-98 



WANTED— BY A MAN OF MANY TEARS' 
experience, a situation as clarifier for vacuum 
pan, or sugar boiler and clarifier on open kettles, or 
open steam train ; the best of reft^rences given. \Apply 
to E. MEYNARD, Chatenton P. O., St. Mary parish, 
La. 6-1-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A YOUNG MAN 
with experience as clerk in a country or planta- 
tion store; has knowledge of book-keeping; good refer- 
ences. Address C P. A., this office. 5-31 '98 



WANTED — POSITION BY A FIRST-CL\SS 
sugar chemist of long experience, competent to 
take charge of any department of sugar manufacture; 
excellent recommendations. Address CLEMENS 
DOMES, 147 Green street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 5*19-98 



WANTED— POSITION ON A SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion as manager or assistant for winter; also 
next year if everything proves satisfactory; can come 
October i and bring 50 or 100 hands for grinding if 
wanted; have had much experience in planting and 
managing labor. Address K., Greensbnrg, St. Helena 
parish. La. 5-36-98 



WANTED- A POSITION BY AN EXPERI- 
enced engineer and machinist, thoroughly fa- 
miliar with all classes of sugar house and refinery 
machinery, and can furnish first-class references from 
employers for the past fifteen ye irs. Address J. E., 5151 
Magazine street, New Orleans. ^-34-96 



\XrANTED— A SUGAR OR MOLASSES BARREL 

^' maker would like a position on a plantation, or in 
the city: can furnish references. Address LOUIS 
ROGEKS, 3901 Bienville street, city. 5-31-98 

TXr ANTED — A FIRST - CLASS ASSISTANT 

yy vacuum pan sugar maker; give references 

Address, Lock Box 193, Patterson, La. 5*19-98 



WANTED— A TECHNICAL, EDUCATED MAN, 
with three years* experience in Europe, and com- 
petent to conduct a beet augar factory, wants any posi- 
tion where he can make himself useful. Address 
HOB ROC, 46 Cabot street, Boston, Mass. 5-30-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS TRAMWAY EN- 
srineer. Address A. E. HUTCHINSON, 740 
Nashville avenue, New Orleans. 5-30-98 

WANTED^A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
engineer, for construction, repairs and reneral 
work. Satisfactory references as to ability and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, ioa6 Jena street, 
New Orleans. 5-10 98. 

TTTANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHER OR SIM- 
yy liar for coming season, by experienced man of 35: 
first-class recommendation; well posted on gener-al 
olBce work ; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address E., care L. Schuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solms P. O., Ascension parish. La. 5 8-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dress D. W. B., No. 730 Valmont street. New Orleans, 
La. 5-3.98 



W^ 



ANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
and engineer, fifteen years' experience in refineries 
and susar houses: can give first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WESTON, 740 Poydras street. New 
Orleans, La. 4-36-98 



ITTANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 
yy tie, open pan and vacuum pan sugar maker, a 
position for this coming grlndingseason ; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX sERPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4-37-98 



TITANTED— POSITION. ON A PLANTATION AS 
^' assistant manager, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a stable; I am a married man, 30 years 
old ; have good references as to habits and capability ; 
all letters will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DBETRICH, Hammond, La. 4-33-98 

ilT ANTED — A POSITION AS RAILROAD 

Vy trackman on some plantation. Address E., St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 5-io-9>. 



WANTED-A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box 3, Natchitoches, La. 4-30-98 



W 



ANTED— ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having experienee. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
■- ^'^'^ 4-16-98 



care this office 



iTT ANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
yy and sugar house ensineers in the State is now open 
for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street, New Orleans, 
La. 4-6-98 



riTANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR AS- 
yy sistant overseer, on stigar plantation; can give 

best of references aa to ability and character. Address 

500, care Planter. 



ANTED— AN EXPERIENCED EFFECT MAN 
. . would like an engaf ement for the coming^season ; 
recommendors the nest in the State. Address J . FRANZ. 
Eureka, St. Louis county, Mo. 



W 



4 6.;3 



WANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
Joultry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, CentervilTe, La. 4-5-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 
^ ^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
plovers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
f . R. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady; good 
leferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
lerred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 



•117 ANTED— A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
*^ Painter; can give good references. Addreassoo, 
ihls office. 4-9 98. 



ITTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKSRl 
yy would like to takeoff a crop; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Adoress 
GEO. CODE, Sr.,No. 4730 Tchoupitoulas street. 
3-^9^ 

\XrANTBD-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^ ' perience in heavy framing and sugar house woiki 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build' 
ing, altering or repairing sugsr houses, or in erecting 
cane aheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences irom architects, builders and plantera, C A* 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 

yir ANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 

yy competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seaaons of 
plantation boiling: understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: At reference. Address S. E« 
MOORE, 385 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

3-35-98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 

a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satiafactory 
reaaon given for loss of last position ; reference first-class* 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson. La. 3-16^8 

ANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' EX- 

perienc< in beet sugar and five in cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best of 
testimonials Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchangei 
B 15, New York. 3-17-98 

lir A N T E D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
• yy wanta a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3->7-98 

mr ANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
yy large and commodious manufacturing plant, well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicsting with an experienced mechani- 
cal stigar engineer, specially familiar with designing and 
constructing the most modem machinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad* 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-36-98. 



W' 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 

. . vacunm pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop ; beit of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J. fi>AVOY, Palncourtville, La. 318^ 

rHJANTED- A POSITION AS CHIEF ENGL 
yy neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the best of refer' 
ences. Address A. B, W., 866 Camp street. New Orleans, 
La. 3-9-98 

rrrANTED-SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
yy sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for further particulars, W.J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-90 

rTTANTED — A POSITION AS CARPENTER 
yy and builder; will take iob work ; can furnish good 
references. Address W. C. a,, this office. 3-5-98 

TIT ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
^* ice-house work; also a good mechanic or angar- 
houae engineer : can furnish good references. Adoress 
F. G. LtiRBNZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar maker, a man who has much experience 
n plantation and refinery boiling; also tinderstands 
clarification and polarizing; habits strictly tenaperate; 
can furnish good references. Address A. P. R., care 



Louisiana PLantbr. 



3-31-98. 



iir ANTED— BY A YOUNG MAN OF FAMILY, 

VV a position as manager or assistant manager on 
sufar plantation ; have had some twelve years' escpenence ; 
reference furnished if necessary. Address F. F, MER- 
WIN, Le Compte, La. 3-33-98. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AO MANAGER OR 

assistant manager on sugar plantation, by a young 
married man, 38 years of age ; have had long years of ex- 
perience in the cultivation of cane. Call or address 
PI.ANTBR, 518 and 5ao Gravler street, New Orleana, La, 

3-34-98 

WANTED— IRISH-AMERICAN, 26 YEARS OF 
age, honest, capable and efficient, aesires posi- 
tion of management in Mexico. Address LAWRENCE 
M. DOOLEY, SUtion O, Philadelphia, Pa. a.8-98 



ANTED— A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker for the coming season ; satisfactory 
references given from former employer. Address L. L, 
D., 4301 N. Peters street. City. 3-8-98 



W 
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CYPRESS WATER TANKS 

Best in the World. Send for Catalogue. 
| Write«sforDeliver6dprlC6s. „ ^ ^EWISACO. Ltd. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA; 316 Baronne St 

Digitized by 



Google 



The LOUISIANA PLANTER 



^ND 



DEVOTED TO THE SUGAR, RICE AND OTHER AGRICCLTURA' . INDUSTRIES OF LOUISIANA. 



Vol. XX. 



NEW OBIiEANS, LA., JUNE 18, 1898. 



No. 25. 



THE LOUISIANA PLANTER 

AlTD 

SUGAR MANUFACTURER, 

OFFICIAL ORGAN OP THE 
Louiniana Sugar P/ant0r$' AMoeiat/on, 
i$een9ion Branch Sugar P/antera' A99oeiation, 
iMiMana Sugar Chmni9t9' A9sociat/on, 
ibui9a9 Sugar Orow9r9' A990ciathn, 
fMHf Sugar PlanUrB' A990ciathn, 
^ikltolMd at New OtUmoB, L«., every Smtnrday Morning 

BY THB 

LOUISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAR 
MANUFACTURER CO. 

OtTOted to Lonltlftna Agriculture In general, and to 

'*ic Sugar Industry in particular, and in all ' 

branches^ Agricultural, Mechanical, Chem 



XDXTORIAX. corps: 

W. 
JO] 

Bsltred at the Postoffice at New Orleans as second-class 
mail matter, July 7, 1888. 



W. C. STUBBS, Ph. D. 
W. W. PUGH. 



\ I. THOMPSON. 
>HN DYMOND. 



P«ra 



Ttnns of Subscription (including postage) .|3 00 

Foreign Subscription ^.. 4 00 

ADVERTISING RATES. 



Space 



1 Inch 

2 Inch 

9 Inch . 

4 Inch 

i Inch 

6 Inch 

T Inch 

• Inch 

• inch 

to Inch 

Ball Page... 
Full Page... 



1 month 3 month 6 month 12 month 



( 5 00 
9 60 
14 50 
19 00 
23 60 
28 00 
32 60 
36 00 
38 00 
40 00 
60 00 

100 00 



$ 12 60 

24 00 

36 20 

47 60 

68 76 

70 00 

81 16 

90 00 

96 00 

100 00 

160 00 

260 00 



} 18 76 

36 00 

64 40 

71 25 

88 16 

106 00 

121 75 

136 00 

142 60 

160 00 

226 00 

400 00 



( 26 00 

48 00 

72 60 

96 00 

117 60 

140 00 

162 60 

180 00 

190 00 

200 00 

300 00 

500 00 



All communications should be addressed to Thx 
I«OOXSlAifA Plantbr, 339 Carondelet Street, New 
Orieans, La. 



McCall Brothers. 
McCall A Legendre, 
IjMn Godchauz, 

tuam Teller, 
. Itomann A Bro. 
Laonce Soul at, 
Lonls Bush, 
W. B. Brickell, 
W. C. Stnbbs, 
John Dymond, 
Daniel Thompion, 
FooeA Bamett, 
H. C Warmoth, 
Lndns Forsyth Jr., 
XdwardJ.Gay. 
Stettnck A Hoffman, 
■mile Rost, 
Thomas D. Miller, 
Schmidt A Zlegler, 
T. O. McLaury, 
L. 8. Olark, 

tB. Levert, 
mpson Homor. 
W. B. Bloomfield, 
W. W. Sutdlffe, 

John S. Moore, 
ames C. Murphy, 
ot. Webre, 



LIST OP 5T0CKH0LDBR8. 

R« Beltran, 
Luden Sonlat, 
D. R. Calder, 
L. A. BllU, 
Hero A Malhlot, 
W.J, Behan, 



tT. Moore, Ir. 
dwarda A Haubtman, 
iohn A. Morris, 
I. H. Cunningham 
R. Viterbo, 
H. C. Minor, 
C. M. Soria, 
J.L.Harris, 
J. H. Murphy, 
Andrew Price, 
B. AJ.Kock, 
Wm. GarUr, 
Adolph Bfeyer, 
A. A. Woods, 
Bradish J ohnson , 
George P. Anderton, 
A. L. Monnot, 
Richard MiUIken, 
W. P. Miles. 
Lesin A. Becnel, 
I. N. Pharr, 
Jules J.Jacob. 



xxBCinrm commxttxc: 



Henry McCall, 
Lvden Soniat, W. B. Schmidt, 

D. R. Calder, Louis Bush, 

John Dymond, President 



The Louisiana Cane Crop. 

The reports from our correspondents 
this week indicate a plethora of rain in 
some localities, and a continuation of 
the drought in others, the latter, how- 
ever, being in a very decided minority. 
Speaking in general, it may be said that 
the crop would be benefited now by a 
few days of dry weather, permitting a 
vigorous attack to be made upon the 
grass, which has come out at a surpris- 
ing rate since the rains. 
A very marked improvement is chron- 
icled in the appearance of the growing 
cane. The moisture for which it so long 
thirsted has put new life into it and has 
promoted its growth and development 
wonderfully. 



Indian Rice. 

The PiiANTER has received mail ad- 
vices from Calcutta to May 12, which 
include a report from the Bengal Di- 
rector of Agriculture to May 5, in which 
he reports on the winter rice crop, as 
follows : 

Winter Bice. — ^The season generally was very 
favorable to the cultivation of the winter rice 
crops. The total area cultivated in 1897 
amounted to 31 ,572,700 acres, against 29,143,200 
acres cultivated in 1896. Two districts of these 
provinces reported bumper crops of twenty 
annas; twenty-one districts reported bumper 
crops varying from above sixteen annas to 
nineteen annas; eleven districts reported aver- 
age crops of sixteen annas, and the remain- 
ing eleven districts returned crops varying 
from fourteen to less than sixteen annas. The 
crop for the province as a whole was estimated 
by this department at eighteen annas, against 
an eight-anna crop for the previous year. 

The reports of the wheat crop are 

generally favorable, and as the prices 

of wheat and rice there affect each other, 

he says : 

Although the prices of common rice and 
wheat have now fallen below the level they 
stood at in April, 1897, they are still far above 
the average, and it can not perhaps be hoped 
that they will fall permanently until the defi- 
ciency of food-stocks has been made good. 



riules and ilolasses. 

The Planter is in receipt of the 
following letter from Hdn. Walter A. 



O'Neill, of Lin wood plantation, St. 
Mary parish, which effectually disposes 
of the theory that an over-dose of 
molasses was responsible for the recent 
mortality among some of his mules, 
and it supports the idea recently ad- 
vanced by this journal, that their death 
was due to other causes : 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The annexed clip- 
ping from the Franl^lin Xexos having been 
copied by several other papers, and ha ring 
been made the subject of an editorial in the 
last issue of The Louisiana Planter, I deem 
it necessary to state that the Franklin News, 
which is usually very correct in its statements^ 
has made a mistake in ascribing to the eating 
of molasses the cause of the death of some of 
my mules. The Nexos says : 

•' Hon. Walter O'Nlell has lost several of the 
finest mules on his Linwood plantation during 
the last few days, supposed to have been the 
result of an over-dose of molasses, which he 
had run out through ditches into his pasture 
from the sugar house, which was then in 
operation drying out the thirds of last season. ^^ 

I lost three mules and had several very sick 
from eating corn that had been harvested 
either damp or immature, and which had be- 
come mouldy. As soon as I found the mules 
sick, I investigated the feed, and finding the 
corn in the condition named, I stopped feed- 
ing it to the mules and gave them oats instead. 
The sick mules speedily got well, and I have 
had none sick since. 

I keep molasses in an old sugar kettle in my 
stable lot at all times, and whenever my mules 
are not at work or in the pasture, they have 
free access to it. All night it is there for 
them, and at noon, when brought in from the 
field, many of them go to the molasses kettle 
before approaching the feed of oats. 

I have found molasses wholesome and nutrl-> 
tlous and a valuable addition to the grain feed 
for mules and horses, keeping them in good 
health and in fine working condition. 

Very truly yours, Walter A. O'Neill. 

Mr. Wibray J. Thompson, of Pattersonville^ 
was registered at the St. Charles on Monday. 

Mr. A. M. Underwood, of the Belleview 
plantation, and Mrs. Underwood, were regis- 
tered at the Royal during the past week. 

Mr. John Hill, of West Baton Rouge parish, 
accompanied by his son, Mr. George Hill, was 
a recent visitor to the city, stopping at the St. 
Charles. The Messrs. Hill, pere et fils^ have 
some of the best equipped and most carefully 
worked property in the State^ 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 
Iberville. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
heen all that could be desired since last re- 
port. There have been frequent showers; not 
enough in some localities, it is true, and 
rather heavy rains in others. In general, how- 
ever, there has been enough for present pur- 
poses. The crops have all taken on a rich, 
vigorous color, and are growing rapidly. It is 
admitted that the corn crop will be a good one, 
and the cane about a fair average. Some few 
are adding a little fertilizer here and there. 
The work of laying-by progresses favorably on 
some places, but most of our planters tind the 
cane too small to let it go yet. We hear of no 
reports of grass interfering with the cane. 

The heaviest rainfall was at the lower end of 
the parish, where ploughing at the Claiborne 
and Old Hickory plantations of Messrs. V. and 
J. Berthelot was interrupted for several days. 

We had a pleasant ride down Bayou Plaque- 
mine this week, and found the crops looking 
splendid. The cane from the Holly Farm and 
Belfort plantations will go to Cinclaire; that 
from Centennial and Little California to St. 
Louis; from the Crescent and Verret places to 
the Milly, which will be the only house run- 
ning this year in that section. There is many 
a hundred acres of fine sugar land in this 
neighborhood waiting to be opened, and with 
4>^c. sugar that day is not far off. 

The Rebecca factorj', of Messrs. A. Adler & 
Co., is keeping up with the progressive spirit 
which has invaded the sugar section, and is 
putting in a crusher of the Schwartz make. 

The mills at Rebecca have always borne a 
reputation for good extraction, which will be 
improved by the crusher. Mr. Lawrence T. 
Hebert, of Dorceyville, one of the best mechan- 
ics of the parish, will hold the throttle the 
coming season. 

The J. Supple's Sons Planting Company, 
Limited, have contracted with Mr. John H. 
Jiurphy, of Xew Orleans, for a new 10-foot 
vacuum pan for their Catherine sugar house. 
The old pan will be retained and used for 
seconds. 

It has been some time since we have seen the 
addition of a new name to the Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association from lliis parish. All 
read with pleasure and satisfaction the papers 
and discussions of this excellent organization, 
but seem to overlook the fact that In ** union 
there is strength.'' Get together, gentlemen, 
and when you call for something you will 
get it. 

Mr. John B. Levert, of New Orleans, spent a 
few days last week at the home of Dr. F. J. 
Kearny, of Plaquemine. 

The jury for the next term of the District 
Court, to be held July II, has been drawn, 
and on the list appears the names of a good 
number of planters and managers. Xearly all 
will be out of the field then. 

Among the deaths lately reported from St. 
Louis, Mo., was that of Major Lawrence L. 
Butler, formerly a prominent citizen of this 
parish. Major Butler was a gentleman of the 



old type. He was born and raised on the 
Dunboyne plantation, near Bayou Goula, but 
for many years has resided in St. Louis. Mo. 
His first wife was a daughter of the late Hon. 
Edward J. Gay. Five children of this mar- 
riage survive, and all of them have large 
sugar interests in Iberville. Iberville. 



West Baton Rous:e. 

LSpeolal Correspondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The rains of the' 
past two weeks have been of incalculable ben- 
efit to the growing crops, which are reported 
a? improving very rapidly and, to a great ex- 
tent, recovering from the effects of the late 
severe drought. This is particularly the case 
with cane. True, the crop is small and some- 
what backward, but all reports received are to 
the effect that the stand is good, and that,< 
though small, the plant is beginning to grow 
rapidly. The drought, however, was not with- 
out its compensation. During the month of 
May, there being no rain to interfere with field 
work, the planters were enabled to put their 
crops in excellent shape and keep down the 
grass and weeds. Xow that the rains have set 
in, planters find little or no difficulty in keep- 
ing the crop clean. More rain just now would 
be welcomed, as enough has not yet fallen. 

While the corn crop has improved, it is still 
far from promising. A few planters here and 
there have good com, but the crop, taken as a 
whole, is small and unpromising. By no pos- 
sibility can this crop equal that of last year. 

Cotton is doing very nicely, the plant not 
having been injured by the drought. Numer- 
ous blooms are reported. 

A number of plantations are receiving coal. 

The river is gradually getting within its 
banks and all fears of an overflow this year 
have ceased to obtain in 

West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 

[Special Correspondence. 1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: After the pro- 
longed drought we would have been content 
with a little rain, but the daily showers that 
are now falling seriously interfere with work, 
and, as one planter expressed it, while not too 
much for the cane, they are too heavy for the 
working of the crops as they should be worked 
now. The rains, however, have been very 
local, and in certain neighborhoods they have 
not had too much. Mr. Joseph LeBlanc to-day 
told me that they had so far had none too 
much, while Belle Alliance, only a few miles 
above, is complaining of a plethora of precipi- 
tation. Out on Qrand Bayou, up to a few days 
ago they had been omitted in the distribution 
of rain, and I do not know that they have had 
any since. Pierrepart and Belle River both 
complain of the continuance of the drought, 
but from Napoleonville down all would be 
content with a week or ten days of dry weather. 
The cane is growing rapidly, and has a fine 
healthy color. It has been thoroughly culti- 
vated, and if properly laid by, the prospects 
for a fine crop would be flattering. The moist- 
ure has enabled the crops to assimilate the 
fertilizers, and the hot weather has contributed 



to the rapid growth of the cane. Never have 
we seen the grass and milk-weed come up 
more quickly nor more thickly. All of the 
seeds seem to have been laying dormant, and 
the rains made them come up at once in ap- 
palling force. They could be as quickly gotten 
rid of were we to have a few days of active 
campaigning with plows and cultivators. 

We learu that Messrs. Landry and Mayer on 
Cedar Grove contemplate extensive improve- 
ments. They have an excellent place, and 
under the able management of Mr. Landry 
large crops will be made. They purchase 
some cane of their neighbors, and will doubt- 
less in the near future extend the amount of 
cane bought greatly. 

The crops of corn and pease are particularly 
promising, although the stand of corn in the 
stubble owing to the dry weather is not so 
good as it might be. 

We learn that work on the Napoleonville end 
of the new railroad is temporarily suspended 
awaiting the adjustment of some question re- 
garding the right of way over Elm Hall. The 
railroad won the first skirmish in legal pro- 
ceedings involving the expropriation of land 
on Little Texas, but the matter at issue will be 
passed upon, we learn, by the Supreme Court. 
The injunction case against the sheriff by E. 
& J. Kock was decided in favor of plaintiff. 
It is also to be taken up to a higher court. 

Messrs. Beattie and Knobloch, of the La- 
fourche bar, and Messrs. Gondran and Pogh, of 
Ascension, were in attendance on court here 
this week. 

We learn that Mr. Albert L. Folse, of Ascen- 
sion, formerly of this parish, has enlisted in 
the regiment that is being raised by Col. Boyd. 
His friends predict that he will serve his coun- 
try to the credit of Assumption and will make 
a name for himself. 

Hon. Elphege LeBlanc, who presides with 
equal grace over the police jury of Assump- 
tion as over the destinies and crops of Belle 
Terre, reports big improvements on this model 
place. Improvements seem to be the order of 
the day, and the mechanics say that work has 
been more plentiful than for several years. 

Messrs. Chas. Holland and Julee Goslin, rep- 
resentative drummers, were hustling between 
showers in this and adjoining parishes. 

The oil drummer and machinery advance 
agent have been very much in evidence this 
year. They might perhaps be dubbed advance 
agents of prosperity. More Anon. 

Terrebonne. 

[Special Correspondence.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Should the pre- 
oipitations for the latter half of the month 
equal what have thus far fallen the rainfall for 
June will be above the normal; at least, such 
will be the case in some sections of this parish. 
In the central portion of the parish ploughing 
was resumed on some places on Wednesday 
afternoon, and by Friday morning the land 
was ploughing in admirable condition, and 
laying-by the late planted corn and planting 
pease was to be seen, also laying-by stubble 
and cleaning the drill in plant cane, followed 
by the cultivators and ploughs. In the upper 
portion of the parish, on the line of railroad, 
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more rain has fallen and work has been re- 
tarded somewhat in consequence. 

Crops generally^ have improved since the 
rains began this month, partlcularlv the corn, 
it being a plant which grows rapidly after 
rains, which follow a dry spell. The color is 
now good and the promise of a good yield 
favorable. The canes are of good color and 
are rooting— a process which must take place 
before there is any marked leaf or slal k de- 
velopment. On some places the canes are 
muckering well, yet on others complaints are 
heard. Where the original stand was good, 
there the suckerlng process is scant, which is 
almost always the case, particularly on old 
lands. 

All are now anxious for favorable weather 
to free the fields of the young grass and weeds. 
The tie vines and white pursley are rampant, 
but fortunately small at yet, and with dry 
weather can be easily exterminated, but should 
the showers continue they may give trouble. 

When the lands are well drained the stand 
of ratoons is above the average, where of the 
first year; the second year stubble is somewhat 
defective where the lands are exhausted. 

On the Concord of Col. Wm. Minor are some 
ratoons of the third year oh new lands which 
will compare with those of the second year 
on moat places, the soil having given vitality 
to the stumps. On places where the rainfall 
was not deficient the tonnage was heavy, and 
this year the stand being good, and the fields 
having been well exhausted by producing the 
large yield last season, the chances are the out- 
put during the coming campaign will be dis- 
appointing if the fields have not been heavily 
fertilized, as the growth from now on must be 
•rapid owing to the canes being somewhat 
backward. On places where the showers had 
not been too heavy or frequent field work con- 
tinued until Tuesday noon, after which the 
8ky assumed a threatening appearance, and 
shortly heavy showers fell, and from indica- 
' tlons they were general. 

Wednesday of last week was fair in the 
morning and cloudy in the afternoon ; Thurs- 
day partially cloudy; Friday, light local 
showers during the day; Saturday, light rains 
in the morning but clear later; Sunday local 
rains, also Monday ; Tuesday heavy rains ap- 
parently general in the afternoon, and 
"Wednesday favorable in the morning. 

The weekly oflicial weather report from 
Schrlever is as follows : 

Temperature. Sunshine. Rainfall. 



June 6 


... 94 


69 


100 




" 7....... 


.... 98 


iyS 


75 


12 


*' 8 


92 


67 


100 




" 9 


94 


66 


100 




" 10 


94 


67 


50 




» 11 


.... 90 


71 


75 


.15 


*' 12 


.... 89 


70 


75 


.79 




94 


68 


.82 


1.06 








Terrebonne. 



Vermilion. 

fSpeolal Correspondence.! 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Two weeks ago 
•when I was sending you the news from this 
section we were then in the midst of a very 



damaging drought and were straining our very 
eyes out to detect some visible sign of rain, 
but that happy time came and has passed and 
«ow the entire population of Vermilion parish 
are looking round about them for a slight sign 
that would indicate a few days' dry weather. 
On June the first a slight rain fell, followed 
by a heavy one on second, which has continued 
to be repeated dally up to and Including to- 
day, the 14th, which has proved to be a record 
breaker; rain began to pour down at 4 (v'clock 
and continued in a constant stream as if a 
cloud-burst was upon us till after 6 o'clock; 
there was about six inches of rain fall, and is 
the heaviest rain that has visited this section 
since the second day of April, 1897, when we 
had a nine-Inch rainfall in about four hours' 
time. 

The crops generally are responding readily to 
the Influence of these rains, as is shown by the 
marked change in color and the general im- 
provement in condition. Corn shows the ex- 
hilarating effects of the rain more than 
other plants, and with not too much rain a 
heavy crop will be made; cane ha« taken a 
fine start and will in a very few days recover 
from the backset it received from the drought, 
A great deal of stubble had not put up until 
the rains set in, but now the tender scions are 
to be seen pushing their way out and making 
a complete stand. The stubble stand is much 
be*^ter than plant cane this year, though a full 
crop is looked forward to; cotton is very back- 
ward and if persistent efforts are not made by 
the cotton growers to put their lands in good 
condition and clean out the weeds and grass 
that seem to be infesting it the crop will be 
almost a total failure. Rice is now in its ele- 
ment, though there is too much water in some 
places for small rice. This condition exists in 
the Gueydan section, where the rice had been 
slightly flooded from the canals, and the 
heavy rains coming on have put it completely 
under water and subjected it to the ravages of 
the crawfish. The Gueydan rice crop is 
very fine and presents now a most beautiful 
sight. Providence rice is now growing nicely 
and the crop promises to be a fair one, suffi- 
cient water having been caught in reservoirs 
during these rains to almost make the crop. 

The stock men of this parish are very much 
interested at present over the early appear- 
ance of charbon among the cattle in the lower 
part of the parish. It is reported to exist on 
Chienere au Tlgre and Pecan Island, many 
cattle having died of it already. Immediate 
steps were taken to check the spread of the 
disease, and an early stamping out is expected. 

Hon. Adrlenne Nunez, of Llveoak planta- 
tion. Lower Vermilion, Is in town, and reports 
good rains and a healthy condition of crops In 
his section. 

Mr. W. H. Lovegrove, of the Hall-Slutz 
Irrigating Company, Limited, is in town, and 
will go to the pumping station of the company 
to supervise setting up the large pumps, to be 
put up at once. 

Mr. Ambrolse Mouton, of Lafayette, was 
through our parish several days last week, 
looking after cane for the Lafayette refinery. 

P. CM. 



Avoyelles, 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: At last the rains 
have come to the aid of the farmer. The 
heavy rains which fell over the greater part of 
our fair country on the 11th inst., the first to 
amount to much since April, were an im- 
measurable blessing to the planters, as well as 
to the basiness interests of the parish and 
country. 

It is highly probable that the approach of the 
summer solstice will bring such atmospheric 
changes that rain may be expected to fall, if 
not daily, at intervals of a few days, during 
this and next month. 

If there is to-day one class of men feeling 
more hopeful than another, since the advent of 
rain, it is most assuredly the cane growers. 

The greater part of my time was put in dur- 
ing last week in the vicinity of Barbreck, and 
the Augusta Sugar Manufacturing Company, 
Limited. 

Heavy rains fell there on the 11th Inst., ben- 
efiting the growing crops of cane, com and 
cotton. 

Considering that there has been so much 
and such persistent dry and hot weather for a 
month past, I noted that the cane crops on the 
Augusta plantation were looking very promis- 
ing, showing conclusively that Mr. A. L^sseps 
as general manager and his stirring overseer, 
Mr. Douglas, have not been amiss in field 
work. At the sugar factory of the Augusta 
sugar plant, the walls and foundations will be 
completed at an early date and reacly for the 
reception of the machinery. 

The earthwork on the new switch and side 
tracks from the main line of the Alexandria 
branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad, has 
been completed out to the factory, to be fol- 
lowed in a few days by the ties and steel rails. 

A hasty view given to Mr. O. S. Prosser's 
fine place, Barbreck postoflftce, revealed some 
fine crops. There is 125 acres to cotton in one 
field now beginning to bloom, and as it stands 
it presents a beautiful picture worth going a 
long way to see. His com crops had been 
suffering some time for want of rain. Mr, 
Prosser hopes to plant some forty acres to cane 
next year, gradually growing from cotton to 
cane, unless Uncle Sam decides to annex 
Cuba and the other sugar producing islands 
of the world, in which event he may have to 
stick for a while longer to the old reliable cot- 
ton crop, no matter if it should sell for less 
than Ave cents the pound. 

Mr. W. L. O'Qulnn has a fine farm opposite 
and across Bayou Boeuf from Mr. Prosser. 
Mr. O'Qulnn has on his place some sixty acres 
of beautiful cane and a fine corn and cotton 

crop. 

Somehow the types set me all wrong last 
week in my report on the acreage to plant 
cane on the Powhontas plantation. Instead of 
reading as it did, 800 acres of plant cane, it 
should have been 300 acres. 

Mr. George Kennedy, one of Barbreck 's 
promising young men, has 25 acres to cane 
this season to which he is giving his undivid- 
ed attention. The greater portion of it has to 
date been fertilized with crushed cotton seed 
so thoroughly worked thai^our stirrings young 
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friend can not fail to earn something hand- 
some hy the time harvest is over. 

Mr. Henry Shaw, managing on Barbreck 
plantation, has his crops of cane and com in a 
good state of cultivation to receive the late 
rains and grow into maturity. 

The crop prospects in the locality of Cheney- 
ville and Theoda are said to be promising and 
doing well since the late rains set in. 

Mr. Demartrait, managing for Messrs. Ma- 
glnnis & Gilmore, formerly the old Crouch 
place, has, so I learn, an excellent cane crop 
this season. Mr. C. Cannon, of the Magnolia 
plantation, Cheneyville, is the possessor of a 
beautiful cane crop. 

Late advices, just received, from Lecompte, 
Rapides, inform me that the crops of com, 
cane and cotton growing there are decidedly 
good. 

The late rains have worked like a charm on 
the cane, which is now very promising. 

Erin. 



A Texas Statement. 

We print below a letter received from Mr. A. 
F. Delbert, the secretary of the Lone Star 
Sugar Company, Columbia, Texas, which ex- 
plains itself : 

Columbia, Tex., June 14, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It has come to my 
notice that ^our paper some time ago stated 
that the Lone Star Sugar Company, Limited, 
of this place, was not going to grind this fall. 
A friend of this company having heard the re- 
mark passed that such a statement had been 
made by The Louisiana Planter, I take 
this means of denying same, and furthermore 
adding that we are at present preparing every- 
thing with that end in view, and will be ready 
for any and all cane brought to us after Octo- 
ber 20, 1898. 

It is true we have a small crop of our own, 
but we have contracted for much cane out- 
side, and will have a nice campaign on this 
alone. Our fuel is contracted for, as well as 
the services of a sugar boiler, not counting the 
various mechanics and ena^ineers whose ser- 
vices are required about a place of this cliar- 
acter. I have missed The Planter for some 
time, and if such a statement has actually oc- 
curred, please give this statement publicity, 
so as to remove any doubts in minds of Texas 
planters, who may infer by it that we are not in 
the cane buying market for fall of 1898, thereby 
creating uneasiness in those who have con- 
tracted to ship us their cane crop. 
Yours respectfully, 
Lone Star Sugar Company, Ltd., 
A, F. Delbert^ Secretary, 

Sus:ar from the Philippines. 

[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: There is a clerical 
error in my article in The Planter of the 
28th ult. which I desire to correct in case of 
question. England's imports of sugar from the 
Philippines in 1896 should read 69,138 tons, 
in place of 346,691 tons as printed ; this came 
of getting hundred-weights mixed in reducing 
s uch to tons, and overlooked in the reading. 



I give the normal capacity of the Philippines 
for producing sugar gatheced from good 
authority, although the sugar trade statisti- 
cians give conflicting statements not o 
capacity but of recorded exports, varying 
from 125,000 to 150,000 tons per annum, but 
trade statements are no criterion of what the 
islands are capable of. 

I am glad that I can not take so gloomy a 
view of our sugar production outlook as sugar 
producers seem to without cause. Sugar will 
be sold to England as freely as in the past by 
Philippine Islands producers, as it enters 
England free of duty, and I feel assured that 
Congress will take such action as will not 
cause home producers to suffer, and sugar has 
seen its lowest price for some years to come ; 
but I can see some system of bounties on home 
produced sugar is likely to obtain in case 
Porto Rico, the Philippines and Hawaii are 
appropriated. There is more to fear from 
European beet sugar even with discriminating 
duty. I hope to see a great increase in home 
production this year. H. A. Brown. 



New Discovery in Sus:ar flalcins:. 

The Times- Union and Citizen says: Pro- 
fessor Stockbridge, the chemist at the State 
Agricultural College, has made a discovery 
which will alone richly repay to our people 
all the cost of that institution. The following 
facts have been thoroughly tested by ex- 
perience, admitted by experts, and will carry 
a valuable lesson to every homestead in the 
State. 

If the cane juice as it flows from the mill be 
filtered through common Spanish moss, green 
from the trees on which it grows, and then 
boiled even in an open iron vessel till crystal- 
lization occurs, the sugar will drip white, in 
beautiful crystals, that need only to be crushed 
to make the "'coffee sugar'- of commerce. The 
color is slightly tinged with a cream tint, and 
It Is sweeter than need be, but these come only 
from the absence of terra alba. 

Kow, In these facts, rightly used, there lies 
a declaration of independence for every Flor- 
ida farmer, and still another proof that brains 
applied to our climate and soil need pay no 
tribute to Cuba or Hawaii, or any power or 
potentate on God's footstool. No new princi- 
ple is involved. Brown sugar is unsightly, be- 
cause It Is not clarified — the moss Is only the 
best clarifler for eliminating impurities and 
making a large per cent, of the sugar available 
for household use in an agreeable form. 



Trade Notes. 



The Gulf Bag Company L't'd.— We take 
pleasure In drawing to the attention of our 
reader the advertisement of the Gulf Bag Com- 
pany, Limited, that appears on page II of this 
edition. 

This company now has the exclusive agency. 
In Louisiana, for the celebrated Oakdale 
Filter Bags and Filter Cloths, which have 
been favorites with the planters In this State 
for years past. 

The Gulf Bag Company, Limited, have un- 
usual facilities for handling this class of 



goods, and planters will find that all their 
Inquiries by wire, mall, or long distance tele- 
phone, will receive immediate attention. 

They make a specialty of bags for cotton 
seed oil mill trade, bag«$ for rice, and twines 
and ropes of all kinds. They also make a 
specialty of bags for sugar, and have for years 
past, supplied the great majority of bags used 
for granulated sugar In the Southern States, 
having had the contracts for the American 
Sugar Refining Company among others. For 
sugars other than granulated, there is no ques- 
tion, but that bags are much cheaper and 
better in many respects than barrels. 

This company will take pleasure in submit- 
ting samples and prices on application. In 
addition to the above, the Gulf Bag Company, 
Limited, keep constantly In stock, for the 
Southern trade, Perkins' Camels' Hair 
Press Cloth of all widths, as well as Perkins' 
Camels' Hair Sewing Yarn. The plant of the 
Gulf Bag Company, Limited, is unsurpassed 
in mechanical equipment, it supplies the 
entire Southern country, and In addition to 
New Orleans, is represented by branch fac- 
tories In Boston, St. Louis, Minneapolis, 
Omaha, West Superior, and San Francisco, 
and they are also agents for the Home Cotton 
Mills, of St. Louis, and the Indianapolis 
Bleaching Company, of Indianapolis. Al 
planters are cordially invited to inspect this 
model industry, at the Southeast comer of 
Julia and Tchoupltoulas streets, at any time 
they are in New Orleans. 

Pumps for Sale.— Elsewhere In this issue 
we publish an advertisement Inserted by John 
Ward's Son,Calllope and S. Peters streets. New 
Orleans, In which is offered for sale a number 
of new pumps of various capacities. Mr. 
Ward has done a sensible thing in putting op- 
posite each pump the price which he asks for 
it, delivered f. o. b. cars at New Orleans. The 
pumps are from the celebrated Hooker Pump 
Works at St. Louis, and we trust they will 
speedily be disposed of. 



Mr. J. McBride, of Terrebonne, and Mr. D. 
McBrlde were In the city on a visit a few days 
ago. They registered at the St. Charles. 

Mr. F. A. Bonvllllan, of Houma, was a guest 
of the Commercial Hotel on Monday last, 
as was also Mr. C. A. Buford, of the same 
locality. 

Mr. H. Shelby Sanders and Mrs. Sanders, of 
Iberia parish, were registered at the St. Charles 
Hotel a few days ago. 

Mr. E. P. Munson, one of the leading sugar 
planters of Assumption parish, was in the city 
on a visit a few days ago, and registered at the 
Hotel Royal. 

Hon. Wm. Porcher Miles, the Nestor of 
Ascension parish sugar planters, was a guest 
of the Grunewald during the past week. He 
was accompanied by his son and daughter. 

Mr. R. W. Cocke, who is prominently iden- 
tified with the sugar interests of Terrebonne 
parish, was in town mingling with his friends 
during the past week. He stopped at the Com- 
mercial. 
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FOREIGN LETTERS. 

Berlin. 

Berlin, May 28, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Right at the be- 
ginning of this week the strenuously longed for 
ohange of the weather has set in at last, and 
• moisture and coolness were replaced by dry- 
ness and warmth, the latter even in a degree 
fairly ahead of the season. This exceptionally 
fine weather, however, prevailed only in the 
first part of the period under review. In con- 
sequence of several thunder storms, combined 
with local showers, the temperature fell to a 
much less summerlike degree, and with a 
black covered sky the weather assumed again 
a threatening aspect, but without returning 
wholly to the bad ways it left a few days ago. 
As might have been expected the change of 
the weather has done a large amount of good 
to vegetation in general and to the beets in 
particular, and it is a pity that a good deal of 
them have been sown only these latter days. 
Those put into the ground at an earlier date 
have greatly profited by the better weather, 
their growth has been quite satisfactory, 
whilst the coming up of the late sowings has 
been accelerated in a marked degree. But, as 
a matter of course, the entire backwardness of 
the season cannot be expected to be recovered 
in a couple of fine days. In the majority of dis- 
tricts the aspect of the crop has much changed 
for the better; elsewhere, however, the sowings 
are not finished yet, or resowing must be re- 
sorted to, and in some places it has been im- 
possible to grow beets oh fields originally 
destined for them, the soil beingin a too bad 
condition, and the time being too far advanced. 
Any way, very good weather is required to in- 
sure good crop results, and also applies to the 
other beet growing countries, where, by the 
way, a similar change of the weather has 
taken place, after a time of more or less in- 
clement meteorological conditions all around. 

A short time ago I mentioned the fact that 
Bussia imports beets into Germany. A like 
traffic is established between Holland and 
Belgium, a number of Belgian factories 
situated near the Dutch frontier being sup- 
plied with beets of a district in Holland 
oalled the Zealandish polders. This state 
of affairs is naturally not exactly to the taste 
of the Belgian beet growers, who managed 
to induce their government and legislative 
corporations to get a clause inserted into their 
sugar law now in force to the effect that for- 
eign beets are made subject to a duty of one 
franc per metric ton. This year again large 
contracts have been concluded by Belgian 
manufacturers for Holland beets and on this 
account it seems the former are giten a res- 
pite, inasmuch as the levying of the import tax 
on beets is postponed for one year. 

In Austria the provisional sugar law and the 
bounties fixed thereby expire on July 31 next. 
In 1896, In both parts of the Austro-Hungarlan 
monarchy, a transient law passed for one year, 
providing that the amount of bounty, which 
originally was 5,000,000 florins shall, be raised 
to 9,000,000, while the consunption tax 
was increased from 11 florins to 13 florins. 



When this bill was enacted the opin- 
ion was prevailing in Austria that 
within a short period the bounty question 
w^ould be settled, and, therefore, the legisla- 
tors believed the space of a year sufiicient to 
leave the new law in force. This plan, how- 
ever, has not been carried out, for when the 
proposed year was on July 31, 1897, at an end, 
the bounty question found Itself as far from a 
settlement as ever, and another year had to be 
added to the period for the law being in force. 
But this second year is now also approaching 
its end, and as the bounty question is still a 
question, and as besides nothing has changed 
in the situation which once caused the gov- 
ernment to propose the law in question, there 
will be no other way but to prolong the pro- 
visional law for another year, and such Is, as 
reported. Indeed the intention of the imperial 
government of Austria, which implies that a 
bill reforming the entire sugar law, submitted 
lately to the Relchsrath, will not become law 
in the near future. 

The electrolytic process Gramme-Say, of 
which I wrote you the other day, will be In- 
stalled In the Baffinerie Tlrlemontoise at Tir- 
lemont, Belgium. It is, however, not quite 
clear whether the new process shall be ap- 
plied in the refinery or in one of the raw sugar 
factories owned by the Tlrlemont company. 
With regard to the extraordinary interest 
which attaches to this new invention it is most 
desirable that It undergo a thorough trial In 
an establishment producing beet sugar (in cane 
sugar factories it has been found to work most 
satisfactorily), and that results should become 
known to see if they confirm the great expec- 
tations now afioat with regard to this process. 

As usually at this time of the year I give 
you a short abstract of the annual report of 
the Koerblsdorf factory, which on account of 
its large farming interest is of particular 
Importance. The entire area the factory had 
in 1897-98 under cultivation amounted to 1948 
hectares, against 1927 hectares in the preceding 
year, whilst the surface used for beet culture 
alone was 560 hectares and 567 hectares 
respectively. The entire beet crop obtained 
amounted to 25,116 tons (44.8 tons to the hec- 
tare), which is about the same as last year. 
But besides the self-grown beets 26,713 tons 
were bought from farmers, so that the whole 
quantity worked reached 51,829 tons, which 
cost the factory in the average 15 marks for 
the long ton. The yield in the factory em- 
braced 6116 tons of sugar (11.799 per cent.), 
and 1230 tons of molasses (2.18 per cent.). 
The gross profit, including that of coal pit 
and a brick factory belonging to the company, 
amounted to 390,215 marks, of which only 
24,474 marks were furnished by the sugar 
factory. This notwithstanding Is an Improve- 
ment, for in 1896-97 the work in the 
factory ended with a loss of upward of 24,000 
marks. But the l)etter result in general Is due 
to the profit made by the farming section of 
the establishment, and more particularly to 
the higher range of prices paid latterly for 
cereals. But of the above amount 162,000 
marks were paid as a 6 per cent, dividend, as 
against 4 per cent, in the campaign 1896-97. 

As to the markets their rising movement 



continued particularly on account of raw sales 
for America being reported, but it was a little 
less vigorous, the proximity of the Whitsun- 
tide holidays checking business to some degree. 
The news of the war does not prognosticate 
an early settlement of your strife against Spain, 
and this has added strength to the situation. 
Prices close again higher this week ail around, 
but in Germany the advance has been not very 
large, actual 88 per cent, rendement being 
quoted at Magdeburg at 10.55 to 10.80 marks, as 
against 10.45 to 10.75 marks last week, and 
the quotation at Hamburg for delivery May 
has been 9.70 marks, which is rather lower 
than a week ago. Befined were more active 
on the second part of the week and a good 
business was done at fully maintained prices. 

BOBERT HBNNIG. 



Barbados. 



The faithful record of the past fortnight's 
progress in reaping is twofold — splendid for 
steam mills, absolutely tantalizing for wind- 
mills which sometimes spin briskly in a gusty 
breeze, or stick idly across, or barely turn as 
the wind dies fitfully away. The weather, too, 
has been exceptionally hot and dry. Now and 
again there are appearances of rain, when a 
few heat drops might fall, but not a decent 
shower enough to lay the blinding white dust 
of the roads, much less to slake the soil thirst 
or wet a few inches of purface, and so enable 
us to put in a crop that may be sorely needed 
of our hardy, reliable, wholesome and nutri- 
tious sweet potato. Nature has been somewhat 
unkind to us in this matter, the price of bread 
going up, even before the war- wolf has been 
thoroughly unloosed, and not a drop of rain 
water enough even to *' stick" the slips— for 
once stuck they are capable of taking care of 
themselves — of the most prolific food-root in 
the world. Without such food -crop reapable 
in the next three or four months, short com- 
mons might possibly be staring us in the face. 
Our people are patient and long suffering, and 
the turbulent and disgraceful scenes lately 
enacted in Italian cities would hardly be Imi- 
tated here, but still a hungry stomach is a 
dangerous monitor. Two things we find it 
difficult to comprehend, why the Spanish- 
American war so immediately raised the 
price of the stock of breadstuffs already stored 
In the island, and why local offers for sugar 
should be so much lower than American 
quotations would lead us to expect. These 
are things which none but those behind the 
scenes can understand. Whatever happens, 
one thing is sure, the burden of the producer 
In our Island is never lightened, but always 
tends to increase ; he is a perfect Caliban for 
rolling logs for warming others. 

The young crop Is wonderfully vigorous and 
healthy considering the heat and dryness of the 
weather. The plants are really growing and 
taking possession of the fields, which In their 
square regularity, checker the landscape 
with wholesome green ; nothing could exem- 
plify better than this green regularity the 
needful adaptability of our soil for sugar cane 
culture, for the plant Is at this moment fiour- 
Ishing beneath a brazen sky, and drawing nur- 
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ture from a soil unmoistened by rain water for a 
month or more. 

Our great local desideratum is efficient 
reaping maoliinery. It can not be too much 
emphasized that our antiquated methods are 
too wasteful. We do not want refineries un- 
less, indeed, we could command markets for 
their product, nor do we want central facto- 
ries—single product factories— that can only 
turn out crystals of a high grade for special 
markets, but our real want is quick reaping 
machinery, capable of reaping down our fields 
when sweetest with saccharine, factories that 
will enable us to begin our sugar making at 
the right time, and to finish, at least, before 
serious deterioration in yield has set in. 
These are really serious points for considera- 
tion, all converging to a single issue— stop- 
page of the woful waste which now obtains 
as a result of our antiquated modes through- 
out the length and breadth of our island. 
Waste stopped, our juice can be converted 
into raws and molasses for America and Can- 
adian refiners, or crystals for British markets. 
Our single industry may thus, as it were, 
be trebled, made to flow along different 
commercial routes and supply varying mar- 
kets ; nor is there any reason why the sugar 
cane industry need necessarily be all packed 
In the single market basket, in which of late 
years so many broken eggs have been found 
to our sole sorrow and loss. The need for 
quick and efficient machinery is accentuated 
by every -day facts. Already, even so early in 
the month of May, deterioration is noticeable, 
and canes which yielded two hogsheads in 
April, are now in many places giving only one 
and three quarters. A fourteen months^ crop 
on which the trade life of a community de- 
pends is too precious a thing to allow any 
portion of it to run to waste. How to make 
sugar pay is certainly a great problem in 
these days. The criticisms of a Jamaica planter 
in the London Produce World, as reproduced 
in our issue of the 11th' Inst., are much to the 
point. This writer truly argues that it can 
not pay in these days to plant sugar cane in 
any but the best and most suitable lands. In 
our own island, that may be truly called a 
sugar cane garden, it is worthy of note how 
absolutely the soils of contiguous parishes 
differ, but even fields, lying side by side, and 
apparently one in quality, annually differ in 
their yield, itlthough both receive the same 
treatment. The sugar cane, therefore while 
one of the hardiest of plants, and quite ready 
to grow wherever bidden in West Indian soil, 
is at the same time the most critical of plants 
in the matter of soil, and only gathers its full- 
est content of sugar when in that spot which 
it likes best. 

As the Jamaican planter points out, it did 
very well in days when sugar fetched £20 to 
£30 a ton to put good, bad and indifferent 
lands under cane cultivation. But in these 
days of low prices, it is the high yield which 
pays, and the economical question arises, 
Does it pay to strike an average between good 
and bad lands, seeing that the latter reduce 
the average of the former while costing as 
much If not more to cultivate? It is a nice 
little economical question for the considera- 



tion of planters, for as it is truly argued, lands 
well tilled and manured, and capable of giv- 
ing three to four tons of sugar to the acre, 
can, even with present prices, laugh at boun- 
ty-fed sugar. But if the old system is worked 
out, and this new one of only the best lands 
for sugar cane Is to be introduced, the ques- 
tion naturally arises what are we to do with 
the lands thus thrown out. No doubt our 
planters would be equal to the occasion and 
utilize them to fatten the choice cane lands, 
and in one way or another add to the food 
supply and general prosperity of the country. 
Already this system of natural selection in 
cane culture has infiuenced the agriculture of 
our island, for in the Scotland, or St. Andrews 
district, it has been found impossible in many 
places to continue sugar Cane culture, not be- 
cause the lands are inferior, or unsuitable, but 
because of the hilly and difficult and therefore 
expensive nature of the country; these lands 
no doubt would be quickly restored to cane 
cultivation in the event of any revival of the 
sugar trade. The question, however, for 
planters to consider, is whether it would pay 
better to have a crop concentrated on say 
forty acres of good land highly tilled and 
highly manured, or to add twenty inferior 
acres to them and so spread the expense and 
the same quantity of manure over sixty acres. 
It is merely a question of intensive agriculture, 
the results of which in some countries have 
been very remarkable. But after all, is not 
our system of agriculture already sufficiently 
Intensive, the chief fault being that we do not 
apply enough of that cattle manure which is 
the secret of successful agriculture; the old 
^^ dung basket'' has been displaced by a straw 
hat arrangement which can only hold a modi- 
cum of the manure necessary for a cane hole. 
And moreover in our over-eagerness to bring 
every scrap of land under cultivation we have 
encroached too much on the sour grass fields 
and the pasture lands, and so have not the 
material to make that rich catt](e manure 
which is the sole guarantee, with the blessing 
of rain water, of three tons to the acre, which 
is or ought to be the standard of a sugar cane 
planters* ambition.— -4^ricM/«ttrc. 



Barbados. 

A fortnight of dearth and sunshine has been 
our portion. No rain, although threatenings 
of same are not unfamiliar. In the out dis- 
tricts of the island the excessive strain upon 
the succulence of moisture has at last given 
way, and wide openings are observant every- 
where, with fields of parched pasturage to the 
right and to the left. The earth crumbles 
beneath the weight of every-day traffic, and 
the dust is as it is seldom known to be. In the 
city there is little difference; but that the 
packing of buildings is so close as to exclude 
the sea air, which would in some measure 
minimize our sufterings. At the moment we 
wiite the average temperature is about 83 deg., 
and two such unwelcome attributes as the glare 
and the dust swell the inconvenience to alarm- 
ing and almost insupportable dimensions. Our 
white streets are, on these occasions, very 
harmful to the sight; whitewashed buildings 
are equally as injurious, and the colony 



abounds in both of these. At 9 :80 this morn- 
ing, however, a rain set in and fell at intervalSr 
in light showers, for some time. Little as it 
was nevertheless it was thankfully received. 

The sugar crop is nearing completion, most 
of the steam factories having already closed 
their operations. Wind has played an awfully 
fickle game with the old-fashioned mills during 
this season, many of which, though of very 
small acreage, are still seen going; though 
a state of unpropltlous weather is hardly con- 
ducive to plentiful results. The young cropt 
have borne up under the contrary pressure 
with credit, but tbey are not what they would 
be under more favorable opportunities. In 
some parishes it is mentioned that the yield 
has been good, and up to that of the Bourbon 
in its best days. This is one of those agri- 
cultural pronouncements which we accept 
with reserve. The Bourbon has been the 
faithful variety of West Indian experience, and 
even when handicapped by a combined visit of 
borer, fungus and else, the old friend showed 
a clean pair of heels to more youthful and 
vigorous competitors. A new broom sweeps 
cleanly, we are told, and no doubt the new 
varieties— sucking the health-giving germt 
left in the field by the rejected old Bourbon — 
during its first few years will show promise of 
profitable cultivation ; but till that comes we 
believe in the Bourbon, and feel fully per- 
suaded that wandering planters will return to 
it some day. The prices have gone up by 10 
cents since last we wrote; $1.75 for sugar in 
hogsheads, and $1.85 for it in bags, with a 
stiibbom figure of 12 cents per gallon for 
molasses, Is a much better state of affairs than 
existed at this period last year. Of course, 
with the Spanish -American war, everything 
has gone up ; but we are now refreshed with 
hope that the end of the tether is not so near. 
Experts to the 20th inst. show that 11,726 
hogsheads, 2322 barrels, and 72,505 bags of 
sugar had been already dispatched, while the 
exportation of molasses amounted to 19,571 
puncheons. — Globe, May 26, 



Mr. M. J. Kahoa, of the well-known sugar 
planting firm of Hamilton & Kahoa Bros., 
West Baton Rouge parish, was in the city on a 
visit a few days ago and put up at the Hotel 
Grunewald. 

Capt. W. H. Norwood, of the Lower Coast, 
was a visitor to the city on Saturday and reg- 
istered at the Hotel Royal. 

Col. Geo. G. Zenor, of St. Mary parish, was 
in the city on a visit a few days ago. He 
stopped at the Commercial Hotel. 

Mr. Louis Kramer, a prominent sugar 
planter from the vicinity of Franklin, La., was 
also a recent guest of the Commercial. 

Mr. C. S. McFarland, of Burnside, La., was 
In the city on a visit a few days ago. Mr. Mc- 
Farland was elected a member of the Louis- 
iana Sugar Planters' Association at the last 
meeting of that body. 

Mr. P. M. Lambremont, of St. James parish, 
accompanied by Mrs. Lambremont, was among 
the recent arrivals at the Cosmopolitan Hotel. 

Col. Lewis S. Clark and Mrs. Clark, of La- 
gonda plantation, St. Mary parish, were guests 
of the St Charles Hotel on Monday. 
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Recuperative Agents and Special 
Pleasures. 

Agriculture, than which there is no more 
ennobling vocation known to or followed by 
man, is gradually assuming that position in 
the most enlightened countries, not only as an 
important source of wealth to nations, but as 
an intellectual pursuit which it richly merits, 
and noted scientists the world over are striv- 
ing to more fully comprehend ita chemistry, 
etc., and gain a nearer insight into the mys- 
teries of plant life, and agriculturists are mak- 
ing efforts to practically apply the knowledge 
thus acquired. Having the elements of plant 
life in earth and air (brought into action by 
light and heat), the aim of the agriculturist is 
twofold— firstly, to enhance the fertility of 
the area under cultivation, and, secondly, to 
80 treat the soil that the seeds sown will pro- 
duce their kind m abundance and greater per- 
fection, and the plants cultivated can in their 
different stages of growth, and after maturity, 
be utilized to nourish man and the domestic 
animals reared for his many uses, with greater 
economy than when intensive culture is ig- 
nored. In his study of plant life, when noting 
the stages of growth, he marvels at the action 
of what are termed molecules, of which the 
mineral and gaseous elements are composed, 
and perhaps concludes that he may yet be 
impelled to the belief that they possess an in- 
telligence, or something very much akin there- 
to — how else account for the marvelous powers 
of 'selection and absorption displayed in the 
wonderful transformations witnessed from seed 
time to harvest when the plant has reproduced 

its kind. 

Tillers of the soil differ widely in their 
methods. Agriculturists in the true acceptation 
of the term, where circumstances will permit, 
follow a system of recuperation, and many 
others from divers causes practice depletion 
to the future detriment of regions and locali- 
ties when persisted in for a term of years. 
Germane to the subject is the report of the De- 
partment of Agriculture for 1897, which con- 
tains some instructive data as to the yield of 
com and wheat (covering a period of ten 
years) in the different States. In the produc- 
tion of corn Massachusetts takes first rank, 
with a yield of 36.7 bushels per acre, and 
Florida is credited with an output of only 10.1 
bushels. In wheat Vermont ranks first, with 
a yield of 19.3 bushels, and South Carolina 
only 5.9 bushels. Soil, qualities and meteoro- 
logical influences may have in some measure 
caused the very marked discrepancies; yet an 
investigation of the methods would probably 
disclose that where the smaller yields have 
been harvested, there depletion has been prac- 
tised. 

Recuperation is had through the instrumen- 
tality of chemical action, micro-organism and 
soil communication, wonderfully complex in 
their combined influence in the upper stratum 
of the earth, yet indispensable in the success- 
ful production of cultivated plants. The aim 
of the progressive agriculturist is to so utilize 
the elements and forces of nature as to aug- 
ment the fertility of the soil without any un- 
due expenditure of capital in the purchase of 
foreign substances to increase production. 



That the forces of nature may be brought 
into active play— there must be light, heat, 
air and humidity (with the necessary mechan- 
ical division of the soil), for with these condi- 
tions favorable, the chemical and bacterial 
activities are accelerated in the earth, and the 
elements of plant food are made available. 
Drainage may prove the most important recu- 
perative agent in one region or locality, as Is 
the case with Irrigation in others, depending 
on the quality and conformation of the land, 
and the amount of annual rainfall. Where the 
lay of the land Is somewhat flat, and the pre- 
cipitations prolonged and heavy at times, 
drainage, whether through open ditch or 
otherwise, becomes Imperative before any 
economical recuperation can be put In prac- 
tice, as such can only be accomplished by 
chemical action, and the several transforma- 
tions brought about by the Increased activity 
of micro-organisms. Without soil friability 
nature's forces become nugatory, and In conse- 
quence large crop yields can only be had by 
the application of costly extraneous manures 
In excessive quantities, thereby very mater- 
ially adding to the cost of production. To 
secure the best financial results from the dif- 
ferent recuperative agents the very necessary 
mechanical division of the soil particles must 
be had and maintained during certain stages 
of growth of cultivated plants, as the soil fer- 
ments under such conditions are most active in 
transforming the elements which cause luxuri- 
ant vegetation. 

Economical recuperation can not be prac- 
tised without rotation. Plants which derive 
their oxygen from the air should be grown 
from time to time after those which thrive 
only on what is found in abundance in the 
soil. Where small grain is the principal money 
crop, the clover is an admirable recuperative 
agent, whether pastured or otherwise, as it 
accumulates nitrogen in large quantities. That 
leguminous plant should be selected which is 
best adapted to the wants of the tiller of the 
soil, few living where varieties can be advan- 
tageously cultivated. In the tropics and semi- 
tropical countries, pease and beans of different 
varieties secure heat adapted to the climate 
and cultural requirements. The former germ- 
inate quickly in pliable, humid soils, and the 
after growth is so rapid that in most instances 
extraneous vegetation is smothered out by the 
dense shade of the luxuriant leaves and vines. 
It is questionable if any better recuperative 
agent will be found for the tropical cane in 
this State than that variety of pea which may 
be found best adapted to the wants of those 
engaged In cane culture. Unfortunately the 
fields in too many Instances do not reap the 
full benefit of the crops grown, as quantities of 
the vines are removed for feed for stock In- 
stead of being ploughed under, as a green 
manuring. Pea- vine hay may be good forage 
when cut at the proper time (before the nutri- 
tious properties are turned Into woody fibre 
and before the vines become so mature that 
the leaves fall off in harvesting) and the season 
favorable for curing; yet a miserable make- 
shift when housed under average conditions 
with showery weather, resulting In a valuable 
manure bei^S removed from the fields and 



converted into a musty mass, injurious to work 
animals and only fit for the manure pile. 

Where the lister plow is used to split the 
corn rows, and the ridge is afterward formed 
with the four-mule plow, the roots, vines4 
and leaves are massed in the centre— the future 
seed bed for the mother canes to be planted. 
The advantages of such treatment are many 
fold— the roots of the canes at once find their 
nourishment in close proximity— the nitrogen- 
ous and mineral elements supplied by the de- 
cay of the vines, etc., and germination is has- 
tened, and, should wet or dry weather follow 
planting, the vegetable matter will enable the 
sprouts to withstand climatic extremes Infin^ 
itely better than where there is an absence of 
such valuable plant food. Not only does the 
plant cane derive a benefit from the vines 
ploughed under, but the stubble has more vi- 
tality, and the ratoons reap the benefit of the 
available plant food remaining under and 
around the stumps. By ploughing under the 
vines, increased bacterial action is prolonged 
in the soil for at least two years, after which if 
the land is again planted in &orn and peas, 
recuperation will result If the rotation Is ad- 
hered to strictly. 

The pea-vine crop ploughed under Is of such 
value to the growers of cane In Louisiana that 
other forage crops should be grown on acres 
specially treated. After the campaign haa 
commenced, and the cane tops are dry enough 
to burn, the stubble ridges can be seeded with 
a mixture of the winter vetch and rust- proof 
oats, and covered with the disk cultivator. If 
fertilized the yield in grain should be about 
equal to the corn crop, which generally fol- 
lows in the rotation. After harvesting the 
mixed crop, the land can be planted in pease. 
The oats will mature in the spring, when the 
weather is generally favorable for harvesting 
small grain. The land, having grown two 
leguminous crops in succession, will be in 
admirable condition to yield a large plant cane 
crop, even if the pea vines have to be removed 
for forage. 

Occupying middle ground between ordinary 
recuperative agents and special manures par 
excellence (those having the major portion of 
their plant food soluble in water) are gypsum, 
lime, phosphate slag, etc., and fertilizers leav- 
ing their elements in a potential form, such as 
ground bones, tankage, cotton-seed meal, etc. 
The gypsum, lime and phosphate slag would 
act on the humus In the soil and render a por- 
tion of the nitrogen available, and tend to cor- 
rect the acidity of the soli Imparted by the 
partially burned cane tops and prove of partic- 
ular benefit where cane follows cane. Tank- 
age and cotton-seed meal, animal and vegetable 
products are very extensively used, being cheap 
sources of nitrogen and phosphates; but some- 
what tardy in their action when weather ex- 
tremes prevail, as their elements are only liber- 
ated by decay, which is hastened by heat and 
humidity. 

The fertilizer Industry Is growing in magni- 
tude In the different States. There were 
nearly two million tons used In 1896, valued at 
about $38,000,000, a sum which would have 
been deemed extravagant in the extreme thirty 
years ago, when the industry was in its In- 
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fancy, and the users of special manures were 
regarded as visionary agriculturists. Where 
soils are made moderately rich by the recu- 
perative agents, etc., there the higher priced 
Special manures, phosphoric acid, sulphate of 
ammonia, nitrates of potash and soda, and 
sulphate of potash, can be combined in de- 
sired proportions and profitably applied to the 
fields, not only to hasten growth and maturity, 
but perfect fruition. When crops are retarded 
by cold springs and a deficiency of rainfall (as 
has been the case this season), then the stimu- 
lating manures having their elements largely 
soluble in water play an important part in im- 
parting luxuriance to the stimulated vegeta- 
tion, and such manures sustain growth better 
than others, when there is an excess of moist- 
ure, as the plant food is already prepared for 
absorption. 

As the cane crop is often retarded by ex- 
tren^es of wet and dry weather during spring 
and summer, to in some measure guard against 
climatic effects and insure higher average 
yields, well drained, friable soils, whether 
growing plant •canes or ratoons (where the 
stand will justify the outlay), the crops may 
receive one-third of their plant food in the 
form of phosphoric acid, sulphate of ammo- 
nia and perhaps a limited amount of nitrate of 
soda (and gypsum to obviate too great con- 
centration) to increase rapid growth in June, 
July and August, the land having previously 
been treated with cotton seed meal or tankage, 
or both, as the mixture is often advantageous. 
Examine the ratoons, and in many instances 
it will be found they have already made fifteen 
leaves of the probable total thirty -five to be 
developed until harvest. The canes will form 
about five joints per month for the next three, 
the period when to secure a heavy tonnage 
stalk elongation must be very rapid. Where 
the stand is suftlcient to secure twenty tons of 
cane per acre under average conditions, an 
Increased elongation of three inches of stalks 
will yield an extra ton ; therefore if the fields 
ure fertilized to secure an increase of five tons 
per acre there will be an additional length in 
stalks of fifteen inches over the fields. We are 
informed that such elongation will remove 
3.4 pounds nitrogen, 2.17 pounds potash, 1.48 
pounds phosphoric acid, and .8 pound of lime 
per ton of cane. 

The soil being rich in potash and lime, it 
may be necessary to add only the nitrogen 
find phosphoric acid, 18 pounds of tbe former 
and 7.40 pounds of the latter, to secure the five 
additional tons per acre. Instead of 18 pounds 
substitute 25 pounds at, say, twenty cents per 
pound, and instead of 7.40 pounds of phos- 
phoric acid add 10 pounds at ten cents per 
per pound — liberal figures for costly chemicals, 
and the outlay will be $6 per acre or $1.20 per 
ton. As the incidental expenses for tbe culti- 
vation, cutting, etc., would be incurred for the 
smaller tonnage yield, the only charge per ton 
for the extra cane should be for transportation, 
loading and deliverj' on the carrier, say eighty 
cents, making it cost $2 per ton In transit to 
the mill. Allow$l per tonfor manufacture ; total, 
$3. Estimate the output at the low figure of 160 
pounds per ton, and the sugar at three cents per 
pounds, $4.80, a profit of $1.80, or $9 per acre. 



a handsome return on the investment of $6 per 
acre for nine months. A study of the agricult- 
ure of the tropical cane in Louisiana would 
seem to indicate that to secure high average 
yield of sucrose recourse must firstly be had 
to the indispensable recuperative agents, then 
the valuable fertilizers, tankage and cotton seed 
meal, can be used extensively, and lastly the 
application of special manures to counteract 
in some measure climatic extremes and aug- 
ment the coefi^cient of purity of the juice and 
maturity. Thos. Mann Cage. 

Terrebonne^ La, 



5us:ar Producers' Scare ; Acquisition 
or Annexation. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: It will be seen by 
reading the following excerpt from the G^er- 
mantoion Telegraph, a standard agricultural 
journal in close touch with the administration, 
the data of which is secured from the United 
States Agricultural Department, that the an- 
nexation of Cuba or the Philippine islands 
would be the hardest blow to the cane and 
beet sugar industries in the United States that 
the government could possibly strike, and 
would result In destroying these home indus- 
tries. We quote from the Telegraph as fol- 
lows: 

The question as to the disposition which 
is to be made of the Philippine Islands, which 
we now hold, and of Cuba and Porto Rico, 
which we soon will hold, is one that is being 
much discussed here, and is one which is of no 
little interest to tbe producers of this country. 
A large number of newspapers of the country 
and many statesmen here are asserting that we 
should permanently occupy those territories 
as parts of the United States. We have won 
the Philippines. fairly in war. they say, and 
we should retain them as American territory. 

It is further stated by those claiming to rep- 
resent a far-sighted policy that the time has 
arrived when this country should emerge from 
the shroud in which it has persistently and 
consistently enveloped itself since the estab- 
lishment of the government and take its place 
with other powers of the world in holding for- 
eign possessions. We should retain, they say, 
the Philippine Islands; the interests of the 
United States demand it. We are endeavoring 
to extend our foreign trade; to widen our 
markets abroad: to search out new fields for 
the products of American farms and factories. 
To do this we must have a large merchant ma- 
rine; to protect this merchant marine we ^nust 
have ^ large and well-equipped navy; to main- 
tain this navy we must have possessions in re- 
mote parts of the globe as bases for supplies 
and coaling stations. 

Much of the same claim is made by this class 
of people with reference to Cuba and Porto 
Rico. They will soon become ours by right of 
conquest, and will be taken to satisfy the cost 
of the war brought about through Spain's 
cruelty, corruptness, and incompetencyto gov- 
ern. Granting this to be the case then, for the 
sake of argument, our retaining possession of 
either the Philippine islands, or Cuba, and 
Porto Rico, what would be the result to agri- 
culture in this country? 

Consider Cuba first, she is nearest to our 
doors. In the first place Cuba can raise 
enough sugar to supply the United States 
when its population is twice as great as at 
present, and with free sugar from Cuba, our 
beet sugar industry would be knocked into a 
cocked bat. Not a beet sugar factory in the 
United States could do business. Sugar, it is 
stated at the Agricultural Department, can be 
raised in Cuba for one cent a pound and at a 
profit, and when planters there can get two 



cents a pound for sugar laid down on ahip 
board, they can amass quick fortunes. The 
soil of the island is wonderfully fertile, and 
six or seven tons of sugar, it is authentically 
stated, can be produced from one acre. This 
low cost of production is due largely also to 
cheap labor, composed chiefly of olacks who 
work for very low wages, who are easily satis- 
fied and have few wants. All tropical and 
semi-tropical fruits which are now grown in 
Florida and Southern California at a profit can 
be produced so much cheaper and more easily 
in Cuba, with the improved methods which 
will, be introduced there, that growers In this 
country would either go out of business or 
migrate to Cuba. 

The same reason applies to tobacco. We 
have recently given a good deal of attention to 
raising the fine grades of tobacco In this coun- 
try, especially in Florida. This is profitable 
now under present conditions, but with the 
richer soil of Cuba and its cheaper labor, the 
Florida industry would vanish. With the an- 
nexation of Cuba or the Philippines, our farm- 
ers would have to remain cohtent with raising 
10-cent tobacco, while Havana tobacco sells as 
high as $2.50 per pound, and Sumatra, which 
can be duplicated in the Philippines, brings 
$4 per pound. 

CHEAP LABOR A GREAT FACTOR. 

The population of Cuba is supposed to be a 
million and a half; that of the Philippines, 
seven millions. Add to these Porto Rico, and 
the aggregate is in the neighborhood of ten 
million souls, a large portion of which can be 
classed as amon^ the cheapest labor, women 
and children domg regular labor in the field. 
With this labor America can not compete. It 
is clear, then, that if these islands are annexed 
and become the permanent property of the 
United States, with their products grown by 
this cheap and easily satisfied labor admitted 
free into our ports, the farmers of the United 
States must give up the idea of attempting to 
compete with them in any of the articles and 
commodities which they can produce, and that 
we must endeavor to offset this by selling them 
our food products and manufactured articles. 

These statements may be taken as offlcial, 
and indicate that the Hon. Secretary of Agri- 
culture, Mr. Wilson, is in nowise in favor of 
annexation of these Spanish islands, teeming 
with cheap labor and cheap products. It Is 
highly advisable that the cane, beet, tobacco 
and fruit industries in the States join forces 
and fight the annexation party to the bitter 
end and to the last ditch. The laboring peo- 
ple, working men and women, should, through 
the labor unions, unite in solid phalanx 
against this dangerous d* ctrine of annexation, 
cheap labor and ruin to home industries. 

Erin. 



Tbe Use of Lime and Sulphur in 
Sugar Houses. 

[Discussion at the meeting'of tbe Louisiana Sugar 
Planters' Association, Thursday, June 9, 18Q8.] 

Judge Emile Rost in the chair. 

Prof. R. E. Blouin— I wish to show a method, 
which 1 recommend, to determine the acidity 
and alkalinity of juices, when the clarification 
has been carried to the proper point. I use 
for that purpose an acid and alkaline solution, 
equal volumes of each neutralizing the other. 
I have here some cane juice which was pre- 
served at tbe station, and in determining its 
acidity 1 will take a definite volume of it — ten 
cubic centimeters — and dilute it with water, 
about five times its own volume, and use 
phenolphthalein, which is dlssolvedin alcohol, 
as an indicator. I will put a few drops of alkali 
in the juice, which is acid, and determine from 
that the number of cubic centimeters of acidity. 
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By reading this burette (indioating) you will 
see exactly tlie quantity we tiave here, which 
is 32.6. By running this into the acid juice, 
the phenolphthalein, as soon as the alkaline so- 
lution is run in, turns a red color. This is de- 
btroyed on shaking by the excess of acid in the 
juice. By continuing the amount of alkali 
this excess of acid is neutralized to the 
point where it changes to a slightly red color. 
One or two drops more perhaps a distinct 
change in the color of the juice is observable. 
You will notice the change is very apparent. 
In that way we can determine the acidity of 
the juice, and from that calculate the amount 
of lime necessary to neutralize it. In case lime 
alone is to be added, or in case the juice has 
been previously sulphured, we can determine 
the total acidity of both juice and added sul- 
phurous acid, and then by calculation or re- 
ferring to a table, see exactly the quantity of 
lime necessary to neutralize this to Insure'the 
quantity necessary in clarification. Now, in 
case in making an estimation of acidity we fail 
to determine where the change in color oc- 
ourred^ but added excess of alkali, we acid 
neutralize that excess by running in an can 
solution of the same strength, and deduct from 
the total amount of alkaliused the amount of 
aoid which was required to neutralize the ex- 
cess of alkali. 

Mr. John Dymond— How do you know that 
that is now alkaline? 

Professor Blouin — By the color of the juice. 
This is the indicator. 

Mr. Dymond — Do you make color the test ; is 
that the conventional plan of determining— by 
the color? 

Professor Blouin— Yes, sir.. 

MV. Dymond— Then why should not the 
sugar expert, who is thoroughly familiar with 
the color of juice, determine the lime point by 
the color of juice? 

Professor Blouin— Because the phenolphtha- 
lein here is one of our most delicate indicators 
of acidity and alkalinity, whereas cane juice is 
not. It would not produce this color. 

Mr. Dymond— That is the color — that is your 
determining test? Now, then, the experts in 
su^ar manufactures use color, but they take the 
color of cane juice without chemical modifica- 
tion, and they think, with their long experi- 
ence in that direction, that they have an appre- 
ciation of the delicacy of the color that enables 
them to determine the lime point as well as by 
any other process. It is color, after all. 

Professor Blouin— That we have not found 
practicable at the Experiment Station. To 
tell, or to distinguish, the change in color of 
cane juice between one cubic centimeter acid- 
ity and one cubic centimeter of alkalinity, or 
one cubic centimeter by color, is entirely im- 
possible with us. By running in the acid here 
you neutralize the alkali and destroy that color 
immediately ; and then another objection, Mr. 
Dymond, to that point would be to determine 
the acidity here. We can determine exactly 
the amount of lime to add to this juice, and it 
Is only a question of a few seconds. We would 
not have to guess at the amount of lime, but 
know exactly the amount to add. 

Mr. Dymond — But it is done by the color. 
You know some people are color blind and 
their perception is not keen. You see I am a 
little old-fashioned, or rather may believe in 
old-fashioned su^ar manufacture. 

Professor Blouin — The color here is so dis- 
tinct that almost the blind could see it. Ilere 
I have a little lime paste — here is some lime 
water on the surface; that color can be very 
readily brought back with lime water alone. 

Captain Pharr- Let me ask you a question 
there to see if I exactly understand your prop- 
osition. You add the alkali there until you 
give it the color. Then you add the acid to 
restore it to the color of cane juice. 

Professor Blouin — We do that in case we run 
in an excess of alkali. If we did not know 
the point where the acid was neutralized. 

Captain Pharr— Then you add the other in- 
gredients to bring it back to the point? ' 



Professor Blouin — Yes, sir. 

Captain Pharr — And from that you calculate 
lust the amount of lime that is necessary to 
bring it to the proper point? Is that your 
sum? 

Professor Blouin — Yes, sir. 

Captain Pharr — I think I understand it that 
way. 

Dr. Stubbs— In our sugar house we sulphur 
and then measure the amount of that acid 
added by process. Suppose we sulphur to 5 
cc. We know exactly how much lime to add 
to each clarifier. It is determined by that 
process there. 

Professor Blouin— By adding this amount of 
lime you will see the change. 

Captain Pharr— That is exactly the same 
thing; I understand it. 

The Chair— You stated something about 
milk of lime. You don't say whether, by this 
experiment, milk of lime had the same effect 
upon this alkali matter that the alkali had in 
this burette. Is that the same juice you used a 
few moments ago? 

Professor Blouin — Yes, sir; by applying an 
excess of lime you get this color. If I run an 
acid in there to neutralize this alkalinity, the 
color will be destroyed. 

Member— That process there is to take the 
place of litmus paper? 

Professor Blouin— Yes, sir; it is a more del- 
icate test. 

Captain Pharr— That process is to take the 
place of guessing? 

Professor Blouin — Yes, sir. 

Captain Pharr— That is what I thought. 

Mr. Dymond — Is it practically any better? 

Professor Blouin — Bv this means you put in 
the exact quantity of lime necessary. Fre- 
quently the sulphuring has been carried to 
7 per cent, instead of carrying to 5 per cent., 
and the same amount of lime is used in each 
case. This detects in a moment how much 
sulphur you add, and .the variation carried in 
there is never more than, say, 13^ to 2>^. 
Frequently we encounter this variation during 
the day, and the same amount of lime is added 
to each clarifier, and the result is we have the 
juice over-acid or over-limed. 

Professor Stubbs— This is a very simple 
operation ; there is nothing new about it. It 
is just the application of an old principle to 
sugar manufacture. Every chemist in a sugar 
house knows this; and as Mr. Dymond re- 
marked here, this is a most excellent way of 
letting your sugar maker know if there is too 
much or too litfle lime; but the difference be- 
tween over-liming and underliming requires 
an expert eye to tell exactly. 

Captain Pharr — Is Baum^ a correct measure 
of lime? 

Professor Stubbs— Yes, sir, for lime, if you 
keep it well stirred. 

Mr. Crozier — Some lime takes a great deal 
more water. 

Professor Stubbs— Not if it is pure lime, 
Mr, Crozier. If you mix slacked lime (that is, 
Ca O -f Hj O, one part of lime and one part 
of water, or what we call hydrate of lime) 
with water you will obtain what you call milk 
of lime; then the Baume spindle comes in to 
tell the strength of this mixture. 

Mr. Churchill — I am glad the sugar experi- 
ment station has taken up this matter of liming 
and sulphuring cane juices by actual chemical 
test in the sugar houses. It is of great import- 
ance to know just how much sulphur we have 
added or ought to add, and just how much 
lime we should use to neutralize this sulphur. 
By the method which Professor Blouin has 
just described, we can do this to a nicety 
without any particularly skilled labor in the 
sugar house. While in Nebraska last summer, 
at both Norfolk and Grand Island, I saw this 
testing being done by the ordinary workmen of 
the sugar houses. At each liming tank, the 
workmen had a set of burettes and testing 
glasses by which they gradually gauged the 
amounJt of lime that was added, and then at 
each c^f^^^^^^^S^ ^^^^ ^^^ workman there had 



similar glasses and apparatus by which he 
tested the amount of carbonic acid gas added. 
This was the case for both the first liming and 
the second liming, the first carbonatating and 
the second carbonating. About five years ago, 
if I rememl>er right, relatives of mine in Eng- 
land, among other books, sent me a small 
volume entiued *'Dr. Shier's Method of Accu- 
rately Testing Cane Juice for Clarification." 
In this book the exact method that Professor 
Blouin has just spoken of is described as hav- 
ing been practised in the English provinces at 
that time — about 1875— when the book was 
published. I will say further, that in my 
travels throughout Louisiana, in the interest 
of the Provident Chemical Works of St. Louis, 
I have found two or three houses where this 
method is in daily practical use. In one of 
them they employ two boys on a watch. By 
means of the burette, and a standard alkali so- 
lution, they determine the exact amount of 
lime that must be added. These boys know 
absolutely nothing of what they are doing. 
They find out how many cubic centimeters of 
alkali it takes to neutralize a certain specified 
amount of the cane juice, and then from tables 
already prepared direct the clarifier attend- 
ant to put in so many cups of lime. In this 
manner every clarifiation of juice is brought to 
the same identical acidity or alkalinity. The 
sugars produced by this method are absolutely 
uniform. They have no trouble in making 
sugars to sample. By the old method all un- 
certainties of *' gauging by the eye " are done 
away with. There can be no" uncertainty 
about it. If this method is uniformly adopted, 
I hope to see our ** sugar makers '' done away 
with. Gentlemen, it is surprising to me, the 
ignorance of these men. I might mention here 
that one of them last year told me that he 
would prefer to use litmus paper to clariphos, 
but, as a matter of fact, he said he did not 
think much of either one. Another one told 
me that when he got ready to use an acid to 
clarify with, he would use alcohol; that of all 
acids he thought this was the best. I have an 
idea that he thought It was best internally ; 
and this man was in absolute charge of a sugar 
house belonging to a progressive firm. 

Mr. Dymond— Since the introduction of the 
Cambray process at Governor Warmoth's, and 
the manufacture of white sugars thereby, and 
the introduction of the Drost & Shultz process 
at Evan Hall and Belle Alliance, both of which 
make white granulated su^ar, where sulphur 
is largely used, we are takmg a very keen in- 
terest in sulphur; and we learn. there is a dis- 
position in this State to use sulphur in large 
quantities; and it is said the results are satisfac- 
tory, or, in fact, are more than satisfactory. The 
results are desirable, and those who are 
adopting these methods are disposed to con- 
tinue. J^ow, if that be the case, if we ought 
to use these larger quantities of sulphur— if we 
ought to use larger quantities than we have 
been using, if we want to reach the maxi- 
mum limit reached by plantations, we should 
like to be told that in some forcible sort of 
way so we will be able to do it. Mr. Deming 
spoke about the practical impossibility ot get- 
ting too large an amount of sulphur in the 
cane juice, and we are told in one of these 
papers that one gallon of cane iulce, I believe, 
will take some thirty-five gallons of sulphur 
dioxide gas. 

I remember that Mr. Communy, the intro- 
ducer hereof the Communy sulphur apparatus, 
held that one gallon would take sixty gallons 
of sulphurous acid; so it seems to have a won- 
derful power. How far shall we go with that? 
Shall we go much farther than in the past? Near- 
ly every sugar planter goes by a process of dead 
reckoning. From any established point he en- 
deavors to do that which is a little better; he 
strives to do better until he arrives at a decree 
of excellence that bears a favorable comparison 
with the work done by his neighbor. Progress 
has resulted throughout the whole State, 
which, without the use of a large quantity of 
sulphur, would have been less apparent than 
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now. A distinguiehed gentleman ten years 
ago was advising us not to use sulphur at all, 
and now we have learned to bridle this in- 
jurious agent; we hold him down and make 
him very useful to us. We have learned to 
use sulphur in moderate cjuanlities. With ref- 
erence to the Oambray or the Drost & Schultze 
process, these processes recommend them- 
selves to us, and we are led to inquire now as 
to what we shall do. Shall we all force the 
fumes of sulphur through the juice by atmos- 
pheric pressure? 1 believe, generally, that in 
the beet sugar countries they use sulphur in 
that way. We generally secure a current by a 
vacuum at the other end of the line, whereas 
the Germans force the sulphur with a current of 
atmospheric air. Now, it would seem to me 
wise to bring out these points in full and learn 
the latest ideas on the subject; we shall make 
in Louisiana a very centre of observation. 
There are many who are now waiting for this 
data, awaiting for the results of this discussion 
this evening. They are anxious to know what 
to do about sulphuring. 

The Chairman— There is doubt about the 
importance of this subject, and I think that it 
would be only proper, in view of the number 
of scientists present this evening, that they 
should give their views ^n the subject. Among 
the scieniists present 1 would call on Profes- 
sor Wilkinson. 

Professor Wilkinson — I would say that as a re- 
sult of my experiments 1 found that the larger 
the quantity of sulphur used the better the clari- 
fication obtained. I have forced it underpressure 
and 1 have continued its use until I would get as 
perfect coagulation with the sulphur as with 
lime and sulphur together. I have had asso- 
ciated with me as a student Mr. H. E. Trea- 
deaux, who is a practical sugar maker, and he 
tells me his best success has always been to 
sulphur if possible until he sees this coagula- 
tion take place. In turn we have found similar 
results through heavy sulphuring on a small 
scale in our laboratory at Tulane. [ am of 
the opinion that the effect obtained by re- 
peated sulphuring at some of our sugar houses 
could be largely reached by allowing the juice 
thoroughly saturated with sulphur dioxide to 
remain for a longer time before liming. 

Professor Stubbs— I know, in bis remarks 
just now. Mr. Dymond alluded to me. Now, 
I have visited a large number of sugar houses, 
and in many I found they worked exceedingly 
acid juice — in many instances almost as acid 
as the juice Is now made In sugar houses. I 
condemned then the use of sulphur, on ac- 
count of the large inversion caused, and I 
have always advocated, and do to-day, the 
working of all juices neutral. 1 suppose in the 
last two or three years we have performed 
over a thousand experiments; not, as Dr. Wil- 
kinson says, in the laboratory alone, but in 
sugar house work. Before proceeding let us 
stop and inquire what sulphur docs for us. I 
think I can explain what sulphur d«es for our 
juice. It has three effects. First, it bleaches; 
it bleaches by taking away the oxygen from 
organic matter. Second, it unites with water, 
and forms sulphurous acid, which, when 
mingled with the juice, suspends the active ac- 
tivities of the ferments. It is therefore an 
antiseptic. Third, as Mr. Blouin brought out 
to-night, it partially precipitates the albumin- 
olds; it also has a slight effect on the gums. 

These results are frequently obtained by the 
4i5e of only one cc. of sulphur dioxide to ten cc. 
of juice, and two to three cc. accomplishes all 
the chemical changes which can be induced 
by use of sulphur. But the etticacy of heavy 
sulphuring can be found in the immense pre- 
cipitate which Is formed by the large quantity 
of lime added to neutralize the excess of acid. 
This precipitate introduces a mechanical 
effect, and in its subsidence carries a large 
quantity of impurities suspended in the juice. 
Similar results accrue from heavy carbonata- 
tion. 

Experiments conducted with the uucroscope, 
with graduated lines, capable of counting 



approximately the number of particles of sedi- 
ment in a drop of juice, have shown that after 
a moderate use of sulphur and lime, sufficient 
to perform the necessary chemical changes, 
that after clariiication, especially when white 
sugar be desired, depends upon the removal of 
the very minute particles of impurities (dirt, 
etc.) which remain suspended in the juice. 

These experiments have shown that several 
flltratlons— long settling in specially designed 
settling tanks, or a heavy precipitate of any 
character, all aid in removing these suspended 
impurities from the juice. Many of the so- 
called improved processes of working juices 
tlnd their largest efficacy in the numerous ni- 
trations required rather than chemical action 
on the juices. Settling tanks and filter presses 
will frequently accomplish similar results. 
Heavy precipitates by changing the suspended 
impurities aid greatly in clarifying juices, and 
to this quality may be assigned the largest 
benefit from the use of excessive sulphur. 
This excess of sulphur requires an excess of 
lime to neutralize, and the precipitate pro- 
duced is a costly one. Several inventions have 
proposed preparations of sand, earth, etc., 
as substitutes. We have given you chemically 
all the reactions that take place through the 
use of sulphur and lime. The remainder of 
benefits by using them in excess is a forma- 
tion of a heavy precipitate which goes to the 
bottom, carrying with It suspended matter. 
There Is another way of illustrating this ; Mr. 
Demlng remarked in his paper, that it was a 
well-known fact that all our canes carried 
with them a large quantity of our soil, espec- 
ially In wet weather, and your microscope will 
show ihat it is present in particles which are 
intlnltely small. That stuff becomes sus- 
pended, and It \s with great trouble that we 
get It removed. As soon as we add this excessive 
amount of sulphur, followed by an excessive 
quantity of lime, a precipitate is formed which 
will entangle many of these fine particles of 
earth and remove them. Our soils contain a 
large proportion of particles whose sizes vary 
between. 005 to .0001 of a millimeter and are in- 
visible when in suspension in the juice, unless 
viewed through a good microscope. In con- 
centration many of these particles fiocculate, 
and by settling or filtering the syrup, may be 
removed. 

We have used extensively the microscope in 
testing these questions and beg to say, in pass- 
ing, that settling in proper settling tanks from 
one to one and one-half hours has secured 
cleaner juice than was secured by any of the 
numerous filter processes, or by using any 
amount of sulphur and lime. Sulphuring so 
that juice will show 5 cc. of acidity to every 
10 cc. of juice and neutralizing with lime has 

given in practical sugar house work all the 
enetits that could be secured by using double 
or triple these quantities. In fact less quanti- 
ties of these substances can be used with great 
efficacy provided the juice is thoroughly 
cleansed afterward either by settling or filtra- 
tion. 

If we can adopt a policy by which we can 
get our juice to settle and not filter, because 
we have demonstrated the difficulties of re- 
moving the very small particles by filtration, 
the results obtained would be more satisfac- 
tory. 

In a filter press we always find some very 
small particles that pass through (he pores of 
the cloth, but when we settle, thoroughly set- 
tle, we elimmate them. 

Mr. Churchill — I believe sulphur is a very 
good thing in its place, and sulphur has cer- 
tainly made great strides in the sugar industry, 
though In one house where It was used ex- 
tensively year before last it was not used at all 
during the past year, and in another house 
where it was used extensively last year it will 
not be used this year; but there Is something 
which Dr. Maxwell has proven by his work at 
the experiment stations in Louisiana and 
Hawaiian Islands that Is much superior to sul- 
phur in any form. I refer to acid phosphate. 



or clarlphos, as it is known in the trade. It 
may appear a little alien to the subject to men- 
tion the matter here, but inasmuch as the 
question of clarification of juice has come up 
I believe It Is entirely In place. Listen to these 
comparative results obtained by Dr. Maxwell 
In his work in Louisiana, which Is described 
In the paper he read before the Louisiana 
Sugar Planters^ Association some few yearf 
ago. Experiment No. 1 : When using sulphur 
and lime there was precipitated 2.6 grammes, 
of which 1 per cent, was organic matter, the 
balance, 1 6-10 per cent, was mineral 
matter. Experiment No. 3: With lime 
and clarlphos, the total precipitate was 
5.2 grammes, of which 2.48 was organic mat- 
ter and 2.72 was mineral matter. Now, gentle- 
men, the main point of clarification is to re- 
move the organic matter. Which of these 
would you prefer? Sulphur, which removes 
1 per cent., or acid phosphate, which removes 
two and forty-eight hundredths? It is a well- 
known fact that by removing all organic mat- 
ter we obtain a greater yield of sugar, inas- 
much^ as organic matter retards crystallization. 
In summing up his work he says about as fol^ 
lows: Sulphur does not appear to improve the 
purity of juice, which is due to the fact that 
sulphur as generally used In Louisiana does 
not remove anything, but as a matter of fact 
forms soluble compounds which remain in the 
juice, and accumulating in the after products 
retard crystallization and increase the 
yield of molasses—sulphur, as a general 
thing, forming soluble salts. On the other 
hand the use of clarlphos with lime, 
according to all these experiments, yields 
the best results. The improvement is 
caused by the actual removal of a large 
amount of organic matter, and also by the 
clarifying agents mutually removing each 
other in the juice as an insoluble phosphate of 
lime. Another advantage that he points out 
is that the precipitate In the form of a filter- 
press cake, or sediment, by the amount of 
phosphate it contains, is a very valuable fer- 
tilizer. Another item that he brings out is 
that the brightness of the juice is greatly lost 
when brought back to neutrality, and thecolor 
required when making white sugar can only 
be maintained with a degree of acidity which 
is liable to cause a great loss of sugar by in- 
version. Clarlphos, or acid phosphate, on the 
other hand, he points out, acts with great 
benefit on the coloring matter, more thor- 
oughly precipitating these l)odies than any 
other Itnown acid, and causes less loss by in- 
version. 

Professor Stubbs — In reference to what Mr. 
Churchill has said, I would say that the most 
perfect clarification, in fact the ideal clarifica- 
tion, is produced by acid phospate— the only 
disadvantage being in regard to the cost of the 
stuff. We found, too, that in order to operate 
it successfully it was best to use two sets 
of clarifiers, one for liming and one for adding 
the acid phosphates. 

Mr. Churchill — 1 would say, gentlemen, that 
undoubtedly the best way to use acid phos- 
phate would be like Dr. Stubbs has just said— 
by means of two sets of clarifiers, but I have 
seen It used, and successfully used in dozens 
of sugar houses in Louisiana, in the same 
clarifier that the lime had been added in. The 
method of using it is about as follows : The 
juice was limed to the alkalinity that was de- 
sired, and heated, and brushed of scums. The 
acid phosphate was then added in quantities 
found most suitable. Steam was turned on, 
and the whole thing brought just to the point 
of boiling — just enough to mix it thoroughly. 
The clarifier was then brushed again and 
allowed to settle. The settlement was very 
rapid, and a much more brilliantly clarified 
juice was obtained. Of course, as Dr. Stubbs 
has just said, two sets of clarifiers are the best, 
but, from a number of years' experience in the 
matter, I do not consider it necessary. 

The Chairman— It would seem, perhaps, 
that the increased use of sulphur might also 
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depend on the various processes which have 
been adopted. We have the Cambray process, 
also another process— the Drost & Schultze— 
with both of which white sugar is made. Now 
the chair is under the impression that double 
sulpharation is used in one of these processes. 
The ch^r understands that Mr. Jesserun is 
here this eveninjjj, who has charge of the 
Magnolia plantation and is familiar with the 
Cambray process. The chair would call on 
him to tell the association what he knows 
about the Cambray process. 

Mr. Jesserun— The Cambray process, as 
used on Governor Warmoth's plantation, is as 
follows: Lime is brought into the juice in an 
excess, then sulphur is introduced— this lime 
being precipitated to a certain akalinity. Heat 
Is turned on about 180 deg. Fahr., and the en- 
tire contents of this clarifler is sent through a 
mud press. The filtered juice coming from 
the mud press is again treated with sulphur in 
another tank, where the entire alkaliaity is 
reduced and brought to a slight acidity. This 
juice again passes through a gravity press, 
and from there it goes to the . evaporators, 
where it is concentrated into syrup. The syrup 
from the evaporators, before going to the 
syrup tanks, is again filtered. 

The advantage of the Cambray process lies 
in the large amount of lime and sulphur used, 
for it is a known fact that sulphur and lime 
both are the only clarifying agents used so far 
with success in the manufacture of sugar. The 
use of a large amount of sulphur has a triple 
effect. It bleaches the juice, it clarifies the 
juice to a certain extent and it breaks up the 
ferments contained in the juice — hence, pre- 
vents fermentation in the after products. The 
action of sulphur is not as much beneficial to 
the first products as it is to the after products. 
It makes the first product, while boiling in the 
vacuum pan, a short, nervous and energetic 
boiling, giving a better class of sugar than so 
far obtained with any other process, the after 
products yielding more sugar and running 
freer in the centrifugals, being of a better color 
than any other after products. The advantage 
of the Cambray process also lies in the triple 
filtriition enabled. Formerly we could not 
filter our syrups, but with this process syrup is 
filtered at 30 deg. Baum^. We obtained 200 
pounds of total sugars, the after products 
yielding from our cars for seconds 955 |>ounds 
and for thirds 755 pounds; a full charge in the 
centrifugal being used. 

Mr. Soniat — How low did you reduce your 
molasses? 

Mr. Jesserun—Our molasses was reduced to 
28 sucrose. 

Mr. Dymond — I would ask Mr. Jesserun 
whether the pounds obtained was due to better 
clarification? 

Mr. Jesserun— If the better clarification would 
not count it would be just as well for the sugar 
planter to take a raw juice from the millor 
battery and concentrate it immediately into 
syrup, granulating it into the pan. 

Mr. Dymond^Are you still using the pro- 
cess? 

Mr. Jesserun — We used it until the latter part 
of the season. I am sorry to say that there 
exists in some Louisiana sugar houses condi- 
tions which ought not to exist— so-called sugar 
makers and engineers, who impose on the pro- 
prietor by giving their views about things of 
which they have not the least idea, causing 
him to make changes accordingly. We made 
155 pounds of first sugar to the ton of cane at 
the end of the season, which I attributed to the 
bad clarification: bad boiling in the vacuum 
pan. 

Mr. Dymond— -What extraction did you get? 

Mr. Jesserun — We got 'o8 per cent, of the 
sucrose, being equal to about 88 per cent, ex- 
traction. 

Mr. Dymond — In Demerara some twenty 
years ago they made a dark sugar for the 
American market, and with a large crystal. I 
remember this sugar coming to this country. 
Mr. Sherman was Secretary of the Treasury at 



the time, and he condemned this sugar as 
fraudulent, while they there held that the 
sugar was made in the ordinary way, by heavy 
liming. I heard at the time that they returned 
the skimmings, but it was done in such a way 
as to give the sugar a very dark color. They 
callea it black sugar for the American mar- 
ket. It tested 96 or 98, but not above 13 in 
color. Now the inquiry that I raised a mo- 
ment ago as to whether or not we could pro- 
duce 98 test sugar that way— if we can get an 
increased yield, why then had we not better 
do it? If this white sugar is going to cost us 
more than any possible gain therefrom, then we 
had better apply a process that is not quite so 
refined as this. Shall we make 98 test, whether 
it be orange c >lor or would it be better for us 
to strive for white sugars. If these gentlemen 
who have studied this would inform us, would 
give us their conclusions, I am sure they 
would be considered with great respect. 

Mr. Kirchoff— I believe Mr. Dymond has 
reference to the trials of the Demerara case in 
Baltimore. I believe at that time a brother of 
our late Mr. Wallis, Mr. T. Wallla, had charge 
of the investigations. Some 800 bags were 
shipped from Demerara to Baltimore. The 
government would not pass on the sugar on 
account of it being, as they claimed, artific- 
ially colored. The point brought out by the 
experts from Demerara, as well as by Mr. 
Gamet, was that the sugars were artificially 
colored, but not with a view of defrauding the 
government; that this coloring was done in 
the pan after the sugars had been thoroughly 

grained. Mr. was called in the case to 

testify in reference to ihe sugar. Well, the 
point was this : the juices were perfectly clari- 
fied ; the coeflflcient of purity was got as for 
perfect clarification, and the color ofthe sugar 
was got by introducing sulphuric acid into the 
vacuum pan. On this point I would say that we 
should endeavor in the sugar house to clarify 
our juices as nicely as possible ; in other words, 
as high as we can get, and then give the color 
afterward, in the centrifugal, by washing. 

In the vacuum pan this can not be well done. 
Secure the highest possible coefficient purity, 
and then give it the color, make the color 
yourself; not depending upon coloring all 
sugars in the vacuum pan. Color is secured 
with the removal of the impurities. Remove 
all impurities, as every per cent, of impurities 
in the juice will prevent an equal per cent, of 
sugar from crystallizing. 

Captain Pharr— I think the question raised 
by Mr. Dymond is very pertinent. You gen- 
tlemen here, I think, have answered it, and 
Dr. Slubbs, I think, has corroborated him. 
With the better clarification is the l>etter yield. 
I have understood that always. That has been 
my understanding of the matter, to get perfect 
clarification you would get a good crystalliza- 
tion, and that the impurities prevented the 
crystallization. I do not consider a large use 
of sulphur as detrimental. I am glad to so un- 
derstand it. I have so understood it in the 
past. I am using the Cambray process this last 
year, and in the main it has been satisfactory 
In that this last year I have made sugar which 
I was not ashamed to put my name on. For 
years past I followed my friend Dymond's 
advice, I used the lime process, and I made 
such an ugly sugar that I was absolutely 
ashamed of it; my second products I could 
not work, and my thirds I threw away. 

Mr. Kirchoff -I would like to ask von what 
the difference in coefllcient was between ordi- 
nary clarification and the Cambray? 

Captain Pharr— Well, sir, I don't carry my 
sugar house in my head, so I can not give 
them to you. Possibly my son, who is here, 
might give them to you. They were very 
much better, sir, and my yield was better. 

Mr. Crozier— By increasing the quantity of 
lime on Mr. Kock's place, he Increased his 
sugar 12>^ pounds. 

Captain Pharr— Let me ask you a question, 
sir. Are you not In the lime business? 
[Laughter.] 



The Chairman— If there be no further dis- 
cussion on the subject, the next thing in order 
would be the selection of a topic for discussion 
at the next meeting— the July meeting— which 
will be the last during the summer season; 
and I hope, gentlemen, that there will be as 
good attendance at that meeting as there is 
present here this evening. 

Mr. Dymond — I would propose as the sub- 
ject for the next meeting *• The Best Method, 
or the Best Type of Boiler Setting for the 
Economical Burning of Bituminous Coal.'' 1 
merely offer I hat as a suggestion; perhaps 
some other subject might be offered by some 
of the members present, 

[No different subject being suggested, it wag 
the sense of the meeting that the above be the 
subject for the July meeting.] 

Tbe Chairman— The next thing in order, 
then. Is a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. Churchill— Before adjourning, Mr.Chair- 
man, I would like to request that thi8^ method 
of clarifying cane juice, as described by Pro- 
fessor Blouin, be published in detail in The 
l^LANTER. I consider it one of the most valu- 
able suggestions ever brought out by the Lou- 
isiana Sugar Experiment Station, and I hope 
to see it generally adopted In Louisiana sugar 
houses. By this method, as stated before,^ 
there can be no uncertainty about what yo» 
are doing or about the kind of sugar you want 
to make. The cost of it would hardly be 
missed. Any intelligent boy 12 to 16 years 
old can operate it. 

Dr. Stubbs — I would state that the method 
described will shortly be published in bulletin 
form. It is the intention of the station to issue 
it shortly, and it will show the cuts of the in- 
struments given, and all details of operation 
shown in order to make it interesting to 
planters. 

Mr. Churchill — Could not this article, with 
a cut of the apparatus, be copied from the bul- 
letin and published in The Planter? I know 
it would be of immense advantage. 

Mr. Dymond— This could be done, just as it 
has been done heretofore for a number of 
other planters. 

There being no further discussion, the meet- 
ing adjourned. 

The Future of Cuba. 

When a gentleman possessing large prop- 
erty interest in Cuba sought an interview with 
the president the other day for the purpose of 
submitting to him certain considerations 
touching the policy to be adopted in re-estab- 
lishing peace and order on the island, he was 
informed that It was time enough to talk about 
crossing a bridge when it was reached. As a 
a matter of fact we are at the bridge already. 
The question of whether we shall provide 
arms and ammunition for the Cuban insur- 
gents is one on whose answer must depend the 
whole future of the relations of the United 
States to the people of the island. The signifi- 
cance of that fact has already been recognized 
by the leaders in both branches of Congress, 
and it Is beginning to be appreciated by those 
in administration circles who have time to 
devote serious thought to the march of events. 
The comparative uselessness of the insurgenli 
as military allies has been pretty clearly 
demonstrated; but it is not so generally recog- 
nized that it might prove a great folly to take 
any step likely to lead, by a process of natural 
gradation, to the placing of the control of the 
future destiny In their hands. The final 
redemption of Cuba from its chronic condition 
of civil war is not to be accomplished by 
making the success of our arms appear as the 
victory of a faction, or by inaugurating the 
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reign of pe^ce under conditions ripe with the 
possibility of interminable strife. The first 
body of United States troops to plant our flag 
on Cuban soil will carry with them the poten- 
tiality and the promise of such regeneration 
for all the institutions and activities of the 
island as can be accomplished by no other 
agency or influence save our own. To restore 
peace in Cuba means a good deal more than 
to compel Spain to haul down her flag. It 
should mean the immediate disarmament of 
every combatant on the island, whether insur- 
gent, Spanish regular, volunteer or guerilla, 
excepting only those of the army of the United 
States. 

In the highest interests of peace, it means 
the relegation of the machete to its legitimate 
purpose as an agricultural implement, and the 
final and absolute abandonment of the trade of 
brigandage by all who have lived on its fruits 
before or during the rebellion. It means the 
exercise by the victors of the same noble 
clemency as followed the surrender at Appo- 
mattox— a clemency which shall give to the 
peasants who have been fighting the battles of 
Spain free opportunity to follow on the island, 
if they so desire, the peaceful pursuits from 
which they were taken at home, and which 
shall respect the property rights of the land- 
owners who have been avowed Spanish parti- 
sans, as scrupulously as those of American 
citizens who have invested their money in the 
raising of sugar or the mining of iron ore in 
Cuba. 

It will save future disappointment to have 
the fact clearly apprehended now that the 
Roman peace which should attend the victory 
of our arms in Cuba is something which the 
of our arms in Cuba is Something which the 
insurgent leaders can but imperfectly under- 
stand, and for which they may have but scant 
respect. It may save much future wrangling 
and recrimination, if the admission is franltly 
made that, for all practical purposes, the Tel- 
ler amendment which was embodied in the 
joint resolution approved April 20, must be in- 
terpreted in a sense somewhat different from 
that which its author intended it to bear. The 
joint resolution authorizes and directs the 
President of the United States to intervene to 
stop the war in Cuba, and for the purpose of 
establishing a stable and independent govern- 
ment of the people therein. The self-denying 
ordinance which forms a part of it reads as 
follows : '• That the United States hereby dis- 
claims any disposition or intention to exercise 
sovereignty, jurisdiction, or control over said 
island, except for the pacitication thereof, and 
asserts its determination, when that is accom- 
plished, to leave the government and control 
of the island to its people.-' 

It will tal£e the people of Cuba, as we under- 
stand the phrase, some time to find out what 
they want. We have made ourselves the 
judges of what they need, and have accepted 
the responsibility of guaranteeing for them the 
blessings of civil order and equal rights. These 
are things which, according to the meaning 
that we attach to them, the people of Cuba 
have never enjoyed, and which there is every 
evidence that, left to itself, the insurgent gov- 
ernment could not or would not immediately 



establish. With any obligations, financial or 
otherwise, which that government may have 
contracted during the progress of its straggle 
with Spain, the United States can have nothing 
to do. The people of Cuba may assume these 
if they like, but we must give the people of 
Cuba time to understand, first that they are 
perfectly free to choose their own form of 
government, with all its contingent obligations, 
and next, that they can have all needed oppor- 
tunity for mature deliberation and discussion 
of what may be best for their future. The 
machinery for the ordinary functions of civil 
government still exists on the island, and there 
is no possible reason why we should instantly 
disturb it. With the restoration of peace, the 
familiar agencies of that government should 
be permitted to resume their course, with a 
change of masters, indeed, but with no univer- 
sal change of personnel. The corps of Span- 
ish officials In high places would, of course, be 
disbanded; the local civil guards, firemen, 
petty justices, and the like, are all the neces- 
sary adjuncts of city and village government, 
in short, need not be disturbed if they loyally 
accept the new regime. We know little of the 
people of Cuba, and they know still less about 
us. It will take time for both of us to under- 
stand each other, and until we do the fiag of 
the United States should continue to be the 
emblem of sovereignty on the island, exercis- 
ing a provisional protectorate. 

But if that is to be the line and scope of our 
policy in Cuba, and it is difficult to conceive of 
any other, it is plain that the fact can not too 
soon be made known. We certainly can not 
afford to substitute one reign of terror for 
another, or to leave the people of Cuba to re- 
construct, under the most adverse conditions, 
the shattered fabric of civil society. It is 
needless to disguise the fact that the ranks of 
the insurgents were largely reinforced by 
bands of simple banditti, who will return to 
the practice of systematic plunder and black- 
mail, unless restrained by a power strong 
enough to command their respect. One of the 
first steps which our government must take to 
perform the work awaiting it in Cuba will be 
to protect the fruits of our intervention against 
the children of the revolution. It is an open 
secret that the power of resistance of the insur- 
gents Was well-nigh exhausted when we de- 
cided to intervene. It is obvious that we can 
not count on them as allies in striking the 
death-blow of Spanish rule, and the United 
States can recognize no further obligation to 
them than that of securing the freedom for 
which they fought against such tremendous 
odds as to involve certainty of failure. The 
people of Cuba who have the best claim on our 
sympathies are those who have been ground 
between the upper millstone of insurgent pill- 
age and the nether millstone of Spanish •• con- 
centration.'' They are a gentle, industrious and 
law-abiding race, but they are absolutely desti- 
tute of education and ignorant of the very 
rudiments of our system of self-government. 

In what passes for the upper ranks of Cuban 
society there is a large admixture of the im- 
mediate descendants of the sugar planters, 
who, under the system of slavery which finally 
disappeared only twelve years ago, lived in a 



style of reckless extravagance in the capitals 
of the old and new world. All the demorali- 
zation that attends the ownership of men and 
women as chattels was exemplified to the full 
in Cuba, and has hopelessly infected the class 
from which the island might be expected to 
draw its statesmen and legislators. What 
latent possibilities of self-rule there may be 
among the million odd souls constituting all 
that remains of the people of Cuba can be but 
vaguely conjectured. It is certain that these 
will have a chance to assert themselves only 
after we have established some provisional 
form of just, liberal and severely impartial 
rule. There will be no resumption of the 
wealth-producing activities of the island till 
it has been made perfectly plain that the se- 
curity of life and property rests on the most 
substantial guarantees — that proscription or 
reprisal is as little to be tolerated as the re- 
imposition of the fiscal duties of Spain. There 
will be no new birth of energy and enterprise 
in Cuba till there is a perfectly well assured 
prospect of its affairs being administered with 
as much regard to law as if it formed a part of 
this Union. To attain that consummation 
may take a longer time than we dream of, but 
it ought to be clearly understood that our flag 
must float over Cuba until it has been attained. 
The right which we asserted to expel Spain 
for maintaining an insufferable nuisance at 
our doors carries with it the responsibility to 
see to it that another Guatemala or Nicaragua 
is not substituted for the hopeless misgovem- 
ment and corruption of the "ever-faithful 
isle." — N, Y. Journal of Commerce, 



Susar at the Florida Experiment 
Station. 

Although the making of syrup was the 
chief experimental work undertaken, inci- 
dentally some attention was given to the pro- 
cess of sugar- making with the object of further 
developing this domestic industry in the State. 
It is not to be expected that the home manu- 
facture of sugar can take its place as an im- 
portant commercial undertaking upon many 
Florida farms, the capital and acreage required 
making sugar production essentially a manu- 
facturing rather than an agricultural enter- 
prise. It is believed, however, that conditions 
of climate and soil, if properly uUlized, would 
naturally place Florida in the lead as a com- 
mercial sugar-producing State, and that 
capital invested in this business in Florida 
would certainly be more remunerative than is 
possible in any other part of our country. As 
bearing on this point, a comparison of the 
sugar content of Florida cane with the average 
for the State of Louisiana is important. Dr. 
Stubbs, director of the Louisiana Experiment 
Station, places the average for his State at 12 
per cent. This amount is somewhat above the 
average of available analyses, but is adopted 
as sutticiently high. 

Our analyses of Florida cane from eighteen 
different localities covering the entire State 
the present season show an average of 15.69 
per cent, of sugar, and an average coeflicient 
of purity for the juice of 86.30 per cent. The 
I Louisiana comparison is 12 per cent, of sugar 
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and a coefficient of purity of 80.50 per cent. 
A difference of 3.69 per cent of sugar and 5.80 
per cent, of purity in favor of the Florida 
product. There is no question of equally 
heavy crops in our State, so the superiority of 
Florida sugar production can hardly l>e longer 
questioned. 

This huUetin, however, is devoted essentially 
to the interests of the average farmer of Florida 
rather than to the consideration of exceptional 
conditions. So far, therefore, as it can touch 
upon the question of sugar production it will 
deal solely with the domestic phase of the in- 
dustry in the hope of enahling intelligent 
growers of sugar cane in our State to utilize a 
portion of the same for more economically and 
satisfactorily supplying their own home and 
local requirements. It must be borne in mind 
that all that has thus far been recorded per- 
taining to the growing of cane and the making 
of syrup is equally applicable when the ulti- 
mate end in view is sugar rather than syrup, 
the essential difference being that the process 
is continued further. 

The Spanish moss, double-pan method 
recommended for syrup is also equally appli- 
cable and commendable for sugar. 

Boiling for Sugar.— After the syrup stage 
has been reached, if sugar is desired, great 
care should be exercised that all danger from 
scorching or overheating may be avoided. 
Indeed, the lower the temperature, the less 
the actual amount of boiling till the density 
neces^ry for sugar forming is reached, the 
better. High temperature and vigorous boil- 
ing having a tendency to invert the sugar, and 
thus prevent crystallization, should be care- 
fully guarded against. Indeed, so important 
is this fact that the crude iron Isettle, with all 
its faults, possesses some advantage as the 
finishing receptacle in sugar boiling because 
of the less surface exposed to direct heat and 
consequently the diminished danger from 
over-boiling. After the syrup stage has been 
reached, as determined by our improvised 
*' syrup-tester,'' the process should be con- 
tinued according to temperature for twenty or 
. thirty minutes, at which time the density should 
have proceeded about one-tenth and the 
volume of the syrup should have been dimin- 
ished about one-tenth. 

The final test for determining when the 
proper consistency has arrived does not rest 
entirely upon density or thicknes?, and there- 
fore the saccharometer is useless. The test 
must be the actual crystallization of the sugar. 
If however a sample of syrup is found to grain 
and it then be tested with the *' syrup tester,'' 
and an additional or lower mark be placed 
upon the stem of the same, this will serve as 
the safest indicator of the proper time to stop 
boiling for future runs. 

When the syrup has been condensed, as 
mentioned, it should be removed to a barrel, 
tub or trough, or where a kettle is used it may 
be allowed to remain in the same after with- 
drawal of the fire. 

Graining. — The condensed syrup is now 
ready for graining or crystallization, which 
process will inevitably take place in it, but may 
be advantageously hastened by stirring the 
mass while cooling with a stick or wooden 



paddle. Not only is the process of crystalliza- 
tion or sugar formation thus hastened, but the 
quality of the product, particularly . Its degree 
of whiteness. Is very materially improved 
thereby. The time which will be required for 
completing this graining process ■ will depend 
upon density, amount of impurities present 
and the relative sucrose or sugar content of the 
syrup. With reasonable success in quality, 
the period, however, should rarely continue 
over one hour, and may be completed in a 
very few minutes. When the graining or crys- 
tallizing has been thus effected the process is, 
for the time being, at an end. 

Purging.— The soft sugar thus formed is a 
mixture of sugar and molasses, and the next 
step in the process is the separation of these 
two constituents. This is the best and most 
simply effected by turning the soft mass, the 
so-called masse culte, into flour barrels, 
through the boitom of each of which three 
or four one- inch auger holes have been bored. 
The barrels filled with masse culte should 
then be placed on blocks, benches or tables, 
so that they are raised sufficiently from the 
floor or ground to allow the placing of a 
pan, tub, or crock under eaeh barrel for 
catching the molasses as it runs off. Time 
alone will now complete the process, the 
purging going on by gravity without hu- 
man assistance. It is complete when the 
molasses has so drained off as to leave the 
sugar reasonably dry and free from all sticky 
tendency. 

If the process is successful such sugar will 
be of a light brown or yellowish color, and 
thoroughly adapted to most domestic uses, and 
will flnd ready sale for local consumption, or 
for refining. 

Whitening the Sugar.— The demand of 
the market and perhaps, unfortunately, of most 
consumers Is for sugar entirely free from all 
natural cane flavor or taste and perfectly white 
in color— In other words, the ** granulated" 
form of commerce. This product, however, 
is the result of the refining process Involving 
the use of complicated machinery and great 
capital. There are, however, simpler means 
by which, on a small scale with a moderate 
expense, the sugar may be so materially 
whitened as to approach the character of 
granulated sugar and find more ready sale. 
The simplest of these methods is one devised 
by us, but based on a modification of an old 
process used in the days when loaf sugar was 
a standard article of commerce. It consists 
simply in removing the sugar from the purg- 
ing barrel and placing it in a tub or half- 
barrel with an outlet at the bottom. The 
sugar is then covered by a single thickness of 
common cheese cloth, on top of which is 
placed a water bucketful of moist clay stirred 
to a thick paste. The result will be that the 
sugar will absorb the moisture from the clay 
and become washed thereby ; in a few days' 
time the sugar will have become so materially 
whitened as to better meet the popular de- 
mands ; Indeed, will approach In character and 
appearance the very best product of commer- 
cial sviorar below the grade of '* granulated.'' 

A xj.0dlficatlon of this method may be ad- 
van^^ ^jjsly used, based on the practice in 

C9 



many sugar refineries and In all laundries, viz. : 
Blue is optically complimentary to yellow and, 
consequently, where blue and yellow are brought 
together In opposition, the neutral or white 
optical effect follows. Consequently, the laun- 
dress uses bluing with yellow clothing to make 
it appear white, and the sugar refiner uses 
ultramarine upon his yellow sugar, whereby it 
appears white. Ultramarine Is wholly harm- 
less and Inexpensive, and can be secured of 
most druggists. If the water, therefore, that 
is used for mixing with the clay is very slightly 
blued by the introduction of a little powdered 
ultramarine the effect Is an apparently white 
sugar really no purer or whiter than the yel- 
low article, but which meets the public de- 
mand and sells for a better price. 

Yield and Returns from Syrup and 
Sugar. — The final value of any crop must rest 
upon its commercial returns, whether the same 
is actually placed upon the market or is used 
for home consumption, since in the latter case, 
expenditure Is prevented and ^^ a penny saved 
Is a penny earned." In the particular case of 
sugar cane, however, It has been, as already 
expressed, my desire to show that the growing 
of cane for the manufacture of sugar offered a 
remunerative crop thoroughly adapted to 
Florida conditions, and therefore a most 
valuable substitute In regular farm practice for * 
other staple crops which have been unremu- 
nerative. The yields and value of the returns 
from a crop of cane, therefore, are of particular 
interest. My own experience and the various 
replies received from the letters sent to many 
cane growers in the State indicate that 500 
gallons of syrup per acre is a reasonable prod- 
uct which may, with intelligent management, 
be counted on as almost certain, while excep- 
tional crops are known to sometimes return 
fully twice this quantity of syrup. Such syrup 
as I have described and have shown can be 
easily made with certainty, finds constant and 
ready demand in the market at a net return of 
25 cents per gallon, or a gross return of $125 
per acre of cane. I believe that this acre of 
cane can be grown, and its product can be 
manufactured Into syrup at an average cost of 
$76 per acre, leaving a net profit on a very 
moderate basis of $^ per acre from the crop. 
The same syrup, if marketed in the condition 
I suggest, will easily double the returns. 

If sugar Is the product In which the crop Is 
finally marketed, an estimate made on the 
same' basis and from the same data leads me 
to place the reasonable yield at 3000 pounds 
of sugar per acre with the simple domestic 
methods described. The sugar finds ready sale 
At 4}4 cents per pound net, or a gross return 
of $135 per acre. In addition to this, the 
molasses obtained must be taken into consid- 
eration, although its quality does not give It a 
fixed commercial status. The expense of pro- 
ducing sugar is nearly one- tenth greater than 
that of making syrup, or $82 per acre, leavinsp 
a net profit per acre of cane manufactured 
into sugar of $42. Although it, therefore, ap- 
pears that the crop is more profitable when 
manufactured Into syrup than when manu- 
factured into sugar, still the combination of 
the two is commendable, at least to the extent 
of supplying home demand. It will, therefore, 
be seen that the sugar cane crop on a purely 
commercial basis can be made one of the most 
profitable resources of the Florida farmer, aside 
from the mere advantage of domestic Inde- 
pendence. 

In conclusion, I desire to express sincere 
thanks to the many citizens of the State who 
have kindly assisted me in procuring the data 
used in this bulletin, and particularly to Pro- 
fessor Persons and Mr, Davles of the Chemical 
Department, for the courtesies and assistance 
rendered.— -ET. E, Stockbridge, Bulletin 44 ^ 
Florida Experiment Station. 
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Sacks Rough. 
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^ 876,810 
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5iis:ar. 

The local sugar market was quiet and 
steady at the end of the week, with re- 
ceipts very fair for this season of the 
year. 

Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals easy. 



Rice. 

,The rice market was quiet at the end 
of the week owing to lack of offerings. 
Prices ruled steady. 

5us:ar in London. 

Renewed buying of beet by the American 
refiners has produced a very firm tone here, 
and although the actual demand just now !s 
only moderate, prices show a decided ten- 
dency to rise. Considering the heaviness of 
the visible supplies, there is remarkable dlffl- 
colty in getting hold of actual sugar, both cane 
and beet. Indeed, it is questionable whether 
the relative values of the former were ever so 
disproportionate as they are now. In the last 
three months the prices of low brown sugars, 
such as jaggery, Penang, Egyptian and Maur- 
itius, have advanced no less tban Is. 6d. to 2s. 
per cwt., wbile the improvement in beet is 
represented by only 4>^d. per cwt. The great 
advance in cane sugar is, of course, partly due 
to the disturbance in Cuba, to the partial fail- 
ure of the jaggery crop in India, and perhaps 
to the blockade of Manila, but the diversion 
of cane sugar to other countries rather than to 
England has, perhaps, never been so marked 
as now. After the many years of depression, 
however, which have at times threatened to 
imperil the cane industry, no one will be- 
grudge the return of prices, which are once 
again remunerative, and which are the out- 
come of an improved demand and shortened 
supply. As regards grocery kinds, the late 
substantial advance in value is fully main- 
tained, and, although the present compara- 
tively high prices of crystallized raws are 
having the effect of checking the consumption 



of this sugar, there seems little chance of any 
important alteration in value, as fresh sup- 
plies are light and likely to be so. There 
were no imports of this sugar for the week 
ending 2(jth inst., the total for this year remain- 
ing 12,931 tons, against 16,120 tons in 1897.— 
Produce Markets R'^vieic^ May 2S. 



Talmas:e on the Rice ilarket. 

While the volume of business is of pretty 
ample proportions, the demand of the week 
showed a lulling down, being less than that of 
any equal period since the middle of March. 
Values are, however, without change as prices 
at this point are relatively lower than those 
prevailing abroad. Another feature which is 
tending to sustain prices is a knowledge of the 
fact that some considerable amounts will be 
required to fill contracts already made with 
the government for army and navy supplies 
and also to meet governmental requirements 
for similar uses, as proposed in bids just closed 
but not yet awarded. Advices from the South 
note a gendal quieting down of demand but 
with light stocks ; at all points former prices are 
firmly maintained. Cables and correspondence 
from abroad give no promise as yet of any 
recession in values; in fact, the best selections, 
such as are demanded by the United States, 
are higher than at any previous period this 
season. The confidence of buyers and sellers 
as to the outlook is alike evinced by bids for 
large blocks within two or three pence per cwt. 
of asking prices and the refusal to accept same 
by holders. 

Talmage, Xew Orleans, telegraphs Louisiana 
crop movement to date : Receipts, rough, in- 
clusive of amount carried over, 543,325 sacks ; 
last year, 570,520 sacks. Sales, cleaned (esti- 
mated), 122,765 barrels: last year, 111,200 
barrels. Limited demand, mainly local. Stocks 
first and second hands, light and firmly held. 

Talmage, Charleston, telegraphs Carolina 
crop movement to date: Receipts, cleaned, 
59,500 barrels. Sales, 59,425 barrels. Market 
quiet at firm quotations. 



Demerara. 

The ^^^^ ^° prices for all grades of cane 
su&a,. Is a very gratifying circumstance, and to 
^^k Advantage of the increase the planters 



propose to make a big effort to cut as much 
cane as possible. On many estates grinding is 
expected to begin this week, and should the 
present favorable weather continue, the cam- 
paign promises to prove very successful. One 
estate on the east coast has already sent to 
town its first instalment. The change that has 
taken place in the weather within the past few 
days is gladly welcomed by the planters. A 
continuance of the sunshine for three weeks or 
so is now all that is wanted. 

The favorable reply of Sir Walter Sendall to 
the deputation of planters which waited on 
His Excellency last Wednesday, on the subject 
of immigration will be received with gratifica- 
tion by the planting community. Mr. R. G. 
Duncan, who spoke on behalf of the deputa- 
tion, in stating the planter's case, referred to 
the fact that the cost per head of introducing 
say 2400 coolies would be considerably more 
than the cost of the number the estates applied 
for, 3600 or a still greater number. Mr. Duncan 
said even the number applied for was insufifl- 
cient for the needs of the estates, and if the 
planters had the opportunity they would ma- 
terially increase their requisitions. His Ex- 
cellency before the deputation withdrew ob- 
served that the case of the planters had been 
excellently and temperately stated. The sub- 
ject, he said, would have his early attention, 
as he recognized how important it was to the 
colony that an adequate labor supply should 
be maintained. Sir Cavendish Boyle was also 
present during the conversation and advised 
His Excellency on certain statistical matters 
bearing on the case. — Chronicle, May 11. 



Mr. G. E. Gillis, manager of the large place 
of the Poydras P. and M. Company, Limited, 
on the Lower Coast, was in the city on Thurs- 
day. 

Hon. Andrtw I'. Gay, of the Union and St. 
Louis plantations, in lue paristi of Iberville, 
was in Xew Orleans during the early part of 
the week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Edson, of Patterson- 
ville, were guests of the St. Charles on Thurs- 
day. Mr. Edson, as is well known, is the 
chemist at the Calumet factory of Mr. Daniel 
Thompson, and he has established for himself 
an international reputation. 

Mr. John Eager, the well-known sugar 
engineer, who has a high reputation in Cuba, 
Mexico, and many other places, and who has 
been in the city for some weeks on business 
connected with the Mexican sugar industry, 
will leave in a few days for the City of Mex- 
ico. 
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WANTS. 



We wlU publish in this column, fne of chaxge until 
I vrtiMT notice, the appUcntiont of All m'ana|ren, orer- 
tttn, enffineen and sugar makers, and others who may 
ht seeking positions in the countrr* end also the wants 
of planters desiring t9 employ any of these. 



WANTBD-A POSITION A8 ASSISTANT VAC. 
uum pan sugar boiler for next season, by a sober, 
settled man; has a great deal of experience in a sugar 
house, having been an overseer for sugar planiation tor 
a number of years. Address L. J. 0., Sllendale,La. 
6-1398 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A YOUNG LADY 
as goveroerS during the summer for young chiN 
dren in the counlry. near the city ; good references, easy 
terms. Address BOX 613, Station E, New Orleans. 



rXTANTED— A POSITION BY AN BXPBRI- 

W enced sugar maker for the coming crop; many 
years' experience; best of references given, itddress 
ALBERT PEYRONNET, 1933 DumaTne street. New 
Orleans, La. 6-s 98 



WANTED— A POSITION FOE COMING SUGAR 
crop as cane weigher, juice keeper or water teoder, 
by a married roan ; best ot references. Address GEO. 
TAbSIN, New Orleans, La. 5-a8-<)8 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacuum-pan sugar maker to tske n£f the crop dur- 
ing the next reason; I can do my own clarifving; 
strictly temperate and reliable; references furnished on 
application ; would accept an assistancy in a large crop. 
Address SUGAR MAKER, Lock Box 20, Eagle Lake, 
Texas 6-3-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
superintendent or cheuiist, by a man of long ex- 
perience, with good references. Address D. J., uoO 
Valmont street, city. 6 14 98 

WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUU.Vf PAN 
sugar maker; ample references given. Address 
J.G., thlsoScc. 6.13 98 



WANTED— SITUATION AS SUGAR BARREL 
cooper. Address A. CHAMETT, 3714 Second 
street. New Orleanf, 6- 1 5 9S 



WANTED— A TRUSTWORTHY, COMPETENT 
man to take charge of boarding house under 
salary ; must have experience and satisfactory references. 
Address C. P., this office. 6-X5-9S 



WANTED— \EMRICAN CHEMIST. 25 YEARS 
of age, graduate of Heidelberg University, Ger- 
many, thoroughi}^ acquainted with the sugar industry, is 
looking for a position as sugar chemi<;t. tiest reference*. 
Address B. G. HARTMAN, 118 S. Charles street, Belle- 
ville, Illinois. 6- .6^8. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO DO 
repairs and take off the crop ; am strictly sober, a 
man ot family, and have had long experience; good 
references. Address P. H. ELLIOTT, 734 Fern street, 
New Orleans, La. 6 9-^ 

WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMIST IN BEET 
or cane sugar house ; am 28 years of age, temper- 
ate and a hard worker: am competent lor the work; 
modest pay; can furni»n Schcbidt & Harusch polari- 
scope, if wanted; good reference. Address CHEMIST' 
Box 175, Medicine Lodge, Kas. 6-8-9S. 



W1 



rANTED— BY GENTLEMAN WITH SMALL 
' family, a position as book-keeper snd manager in 
town or country stote; thoroughly experienced in office 
work and general business : best o'f references, and bond 
furnished, If required. Address MORTIMER, care 
TMe Chief y Donaldsonville, La. 6 10 98 

■WTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER ON 
~^ a plantation for the coming scsson; have had long 
experience with vacuum pan and open kettle sugar; can 
furnish best references. Address A. FREDERIC, 3^113 



North Rsmpart street. New Orleans, La, 



6-9 



•r 



WANTED-A COMPETENT, SOBER MAN DE- 
sires a position a4 sugar boiler; uoderstaods his 
business; will give fir«t- class reference '. Address G., 
1137 Dauphine street, New Otlesns. 6-7-98 



WANTED-A POSITION AS STORE KEEPER, 
time keeper, or any clerical capacity, by a man of 
experience, who can furnish both country and city refer- 
ences. Address C. J. A., 1015 Race street. New Orleans. 
6-7-^^ 

WANTED— A POSITION AS ASSISTANT 
engineer, and to do repairing on a sugar 
plantation, by a man of experience in sugar house 
and foundry work. Address F. H. P., General De- 
livery, New Orleans, La. 6 S 98 



WANTED- AT ONCE, TWO EXPERIENCED 
refinery sui^ar boilers for a refinery in this country. 
Only those with first-class leferences will apply to H. P., 
care Louisiana i'lantbr. 6-6 98 

WANTED— POSITION BY A YOUNG FRENCH 
engineer (civil graduate), twelve years' experi- 
ence in machinery, electricity, buildings; wanu any kind 
of situation or job. Address H. B., Louisiana Planter. 

66-98 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A GRADUATE OF 
polytechnic academy* fourteen years' experience 
in beet sugar factories; well versed in practical sugar 
manufacturing; chemical control; arrangement of sugar 
house; beet culture, etc. ; best of testimonials and leter- 
ences given. Address C. D., 147 Green street. Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 63-98 

WANTED— A GOOD MECHANIC TO RSPRB- 
sent me in each sugar parish In the State for the 
sale and construction of iny new automatic cane trans- 
fer. Address E. \V. WILEY, Jr., Lecompte, La, 
fr-3.98 



WANTED— BY A MAN OF MANY TEARS' 
experience, a situation as clarifier for vacuum 
pan, or sugar boiler and clarifier on open kettles, or 
open steam train : the best of refrrenccs given. Apply 
to E. MEYNARD, Charenton P. O., SL Mary parish. 
La. 6 I 98 



W^ 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A YOUNG MAN 
with experience as clerk in a country or planta- 
tion store; has knowledge of book-keeping; good refer- 
ences. Address C. P. A., this office. 5'3i'9^ 



WANTED — POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar chemist of long experience, competent to 
take charge of any department of sugar manufacture; 
excellent recommendations. Address CLEMENS 
DOMES, 147 Green street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 5-19-9S 



WANTED— POSITION ON A SUGAR PLANTA- 
tion as manager or assistant for winter; also 
next year if everything proves satisf4ctoTy; can come 
October 1 and bring 50 or 100 hands for grinding if 
wtnted; have had much experience in planting and 
managing labor. Address K., Greensburg, St. Helena 
parish. La. 5-36-98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY AN EXPERI- 
enced engineer and machinist, thoroughly Is- 
miliar with all classes of sugar house and refinery 
machinerr, and can furnish first-class references from 
employers for the past fifteen ye4rs. Address J. E., 5151 
Magazine street. New Orleans. 5-34-98 



\;irANTED— A SUGAR OR MOLASSES BARREL 
^" maker would like a position on a plantation, or in 
the city; can furnish references. Address LOUIS 
ROGERS, 3901 Bienville street, c.ty. 5-3 1-^ 



WANTED — A FIRST - CLASS ASSISTANT 
vacuum pan sugar maker; give references 
Address, Lock Box 193, Patterson, La. 5 19 98 



WANTED— A TECHNICAL, EDUCATED MAN, 
with three years' experience ia Europe, and com- 
petent to conduct a beet sugar factory, wants any posi- 
tion where he can make himself useful. Address 
HOBROC, 46 Cabot street, Boston, Mass. 5 •30-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS TRAMWAY EN- 
gineer. Address A. E. HUTCHINSON, 740 
NashvilTe avenue, New Orleans. 5-3GH98 

ilTANTED- A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
W engineer, for construction, repairs and general 
work. Satisfactory references as to ability and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, 1036 Jena street, 
New Orleans. 5-10 98. 



WANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHER OR SIM- 
ilar for coming season, by experienced man of 35: 
first-class recommendation; well posted on general 
office work; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address £., care L. Scnuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solms P. O., Ascension parish. La. 5 3.98 



WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop ; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dress D. W. B., No. 730 Valmont street, New -Orleans, 
\;2i S-3-9S 

WANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
^' and engineer, filteen years* experience in refineries 
and suffer houses; can give first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WESTON, 740 Poydras street. New 
Orleans, La. 4-36-98 

ANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KET- 

tle, open pan and vacuum pan sugar maker, a 
position for this coming grindingseason; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX bERPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4-37-98 

WANTED— POSITION ON A PLANTATION AS 
^^ assistant mansger, time or book-keeper; could 
take charge of a stable; I am a married man, 30 years 
old ; have good references as to habits and capability ; 
all letters w(ll receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DBETRICH, Hammond, La. 4-33-98 

ANTED — A POSITION AS RAILROAD 
trackman on some plantation. Address E., St. 
Bernard P. O., La, s-io-9"^. 

ANTED— ONE DOUBLE -EFFECT MAN, 
having experience. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
fi'm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am single and have good morals. 
Address Box 3, Natchitoches, La. 4-30-9S 



WANTED— ONE OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is now open 



for an engagement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street. New Orleans, 



4-6s>8 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantation ; can give 
best of references as to ability and character. Address 
500, care Planter. 



Wi! 



WANTED- A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 
man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
youltry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
. S. DARRAGH, Centerville, La. 4-5^ 

ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 

for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
ployers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
}. K. C, 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
icferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
ferred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 



W^ 



ANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
Painter; can give good references. Address 300, 
this office. 4-9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has had many years' experience. Aduress 
GEO. CODE, Sr.,No. 4730 Tchoupltoulas street. 
3-29^. 



TXTANTED-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^^ perience in heavy framing and sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work in build- 
ing, altering or repairing sug^r houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any carpenter in the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



WANTED— POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
competent sugar boiler, who has had many years' 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling; understands clarification; strictly 
temperate and reliable: At reference. Address S. flU 
MOORE, 385 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

3.35.98 

WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loss of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson, La. 3*16-98 

WANTED— SUGAR EXPERT, 35 YEARS' EX- 
perienct in beet sugar and five In cane factories, 
desires position as manager or his assistant; best off 
testimonials Address SUCCESS, Produce Exchange, 
E 15, New York. 3-i7*95 

W A N T B D— STABLEMAN AND HOSTLER 
wants a situation on a plantation ; understands 
his business thoroughly; sober and reliable; can furnish 
first-class recommendations. Address STABLEMAN, 
care this office. 3-17-9S 

rXTANTED — PARTIES OWNING A VERY 
W large and commodious manufacturing plants well 
suited for the manufacture of sugar machinery, are de- 
sirous of communicsting with an experienced mechani- 
cal sugar engineer, speaallv familiar with designing and 
constructing the most mooern mschinery for beet sugar 

Slants. Give age, experience and salary expected. Ad- 
ress, C. F., 1304 N. Delaware street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

3-^6-98. 



ANTED— A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 

W vacuum pan sugar boiler, five years' experience, 
for 1898 crop ;be*t of reference and satisfaction guaran- 
teed. H. J.&AVOY, Palncourtville, La. 318^ 



W^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CHIEF BNGI- 
neer and machinist, to do repairs and take off 
crop for coming season ; can furnish the b^t of refer- 
ences. Address A. B. W., 866 Camp street. New Orleans, 

i±: 3998 

WANTED— SUGAR CHEMIST DESIRES PO- 
sition at once ; has new process of cultivation and 
clarification ; write for further particulars, W. J. Z., 411 
Wharton street, Philadelphia, Pa. 3-9-9& 

TX7ANTED— A POSITION AS ELECTRICIAN OR 
^ ' ice-house work ; also a good mechanic or sugar- 
house engineer ; can furuish good references. Address 
F. G. LciRENZ, 435 Chartres street, city. 3-4-08 
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The 5usar Beet in Pennsylvania. 

The Agricultural Experiment Station 
of the Pennsylvania State College has 
issued its bulletin No. 40 under the 
above title, by Dr. Henry Prentiss 
Armsby, the director of the station. 
It is a handsome bulletin, the subject 
matter taking up first the great sugar 
consuming capacity of the United States, 
which exceeds by 500,000 tons that of 
any European country, aggregating about 
two millions of tons. It alludes to the 
general revival of interest in the sugar 
question in this country and the desire 
to make it produce its own sugar, look- 
ing to the sugar beet as a large source 
of this supply. Professor Armsby ad- 
verts to the fact that the sugar beet is 
now producing about two-thirds of the 
world's sugar. 

He discusses the problem of success- 
ful beet sugar manufacture, dividing it 
into two parts, first, the production of 
beets, and, second, the manufacture of 
sugar therefrom. The second part of 
this problem has already been very 
thoroughly worked out in European 
countries, and does not require much 
investigation in this country, as the 
technology of sugar matter has been 
perfected by years of study and experi- 
ence and is now very thoroughly under- 
stood. He refers to the popular esti- 
mate of 300 tons as the minimum size of 
a successful beet sugar factory and its 
cost to be not much less than $200,000. 
All hope on the part of the farmers that 
they can manufacture beet sugar with 
simple and inexpensive apparatus should 
be given up at once, as the industry re- 
quires such expensive apparatus and 
to be carried on on a very large scale to 
insure the very best results. 

It is held that the farmer should con 
fine his attention strictly td the agricult- 
ural side of the question and produce 
beets of the best possible quality and at 
the lowest possible cost. If the beets 
are too small the yield per acre is likely 
to be light and the profits to the grower 



little or nothing. If the beets are too 
large they ar^ apt to be poor in sugai* 
and general experience has fixed upon 
the weight of about 1 to 1 1-3 pounds as 
the size best adapted to the interests of 
both farmer and manufacturer. It has 
not usually been found practicable to 
profitably manufacture sugar from beets 
containing less than 12 per cent, of 
sugar. 

The bulletin contains a series of tabu^ 
lated statistics, after which the question 
is discussed as to whether or not it will 
pay the farmer to raise beets for sale to 
the factories at prices assuring to the 
factories a reasonable profit. Professor 
Armsby assumes $4 as an approximate 
average price for beets in this country 
and believes that notwithstanding the 
considerable amount of work necessary 
to produce the beet crops that the indus^ 
try can be made profitable on that basis. 
Ten tons per acre seem to be generally 
recorded as a fair crop, although good 
land and careful cultivation should pro- 
duce 12 to 15 tqils. 

He suggests that wherever there is a 
general interest in this matter that a 
sugar beet association should be formed 
and through it an earnest endeavor 
should be made to secure the active co- 
operation of as many farmers as pos^ 
sible. These farmers should be induced 
to inform themselves thoroughly con* 
cerning the industry and then to engage 
in it, securing first-class sugar beet seed 
and raising a limited quantity of beets 
the first year in order to acquire famili* 
arity with the work, having their work 
tested at the experiment station. The 
whole bulletin is an excellent one and is 
applicable to a score of other States in 
the Union as it is to Pennsylvania and 
we trust that good results will follow its 
publication. __.^.^ 

Tlie Louisiana Cane Crop. 

A sufficiency of rain seems to have 
fallen everywhere throughout the sugar 
district, with the exception of a few 
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spots which the showers seem to have 
passed over. Good weather to permit 
o£ the canes receiving the laying-by 
working is now desired, and' in the 
meantime both crops and weeds are 
shooting up with remarkable vigor and 
rapidity, the cane rapidly retrieving the 
backwardness which it formerly exhib- 
ited. 



June Weather of Other Years. 

Prom the diaries of Mr. Valcour Aime 
and Mr. H. Octave Colomb we have se- 
cured some interesting data concerning 
June days in ante-bellum times, and we 
shall see that the questions of rainfall 
and drought were as important then as 
now. Prom Mr. Valcour Aime's diary 
we take the following : 

1861. 
June 1. Throfigb ploughing and hoeing for 
fourth time; river rises a little on 6th; plongh- 
ing in pease. During several days a great 
number of dead fish are seen drifting down 
the river. Weeding and hilling up pease. 

1862. 
June 1. Weeded pease. Worlsed centrif- 
ugal machine on 2d and subsequent days and 
obtained as follows : 12,000 pounds of saccha- 
rine matter, the value or equivalent of 100 
moulds of sugar passed through the centrifu- 
gals, gave 4754 pounds dry sugar, sold at 6>^ 
cents. Begun working plant cane on 8th for 
the eighth time; canes do not quite screen the 
plowmen. Wind uncomfortably cool on the 
9th in the evening at 9. 

1853. 
June 1. Begun ploughing plant cane for 
seventh time, and begun hoeing them for 
seventh time on 2d; 15th. Drought 3ti 11 pre- 
vailing; rained a little on 21st 

1864. 
June 2. Light rain; through ploughing 
stubbles for third time on 3d, and begun 
ploughing in the pease. 9th. Worked plant 
cane for the sixth time. Weather very warm ; 
sun's heat intense on the 28th and 29th partic- 
ularly; thermometer 98 deg. F. 

1855. 
June 1. Light rain ; harrows working stub- 
bles; 4th. ^arrowing plant cane. Very heavy 
shower on 20th in the evening, being the 
heaviest since October last. 

Air. Colomb's diary reads as follows: 
1851. 

June 1. Clear, warm. River rising slowly. 
Lime ninety cents per barrel. 2d. Twenty ne- 
groes died of cholera on Dr.^icholas' planta- 
tion. Sugar worth 5>i to 6^. 8th. Want 
rain very much, corn especially . 10th. Roast* 
ing ears in the field. Tallest cane 7>^ feet. 
Com 3 to 4 feet high. 13th. River water not 
At to drln]( on account of dead fish in it. 18th. 
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Some ratoons have joints. Eight feet to end 
of leaves. 

1862. 

June 1. Clear and warm. Three-horse plows 
breaking up oat patch. Some cholera in parts 
of country. River on a stand at about 3 feet 
below high water. 4th. Cane four feet high. 
9th. Plows finished old ground ratoons at 
noon. 19th. River rising slowly. Is two feet 
below last yearns high-water mark. 23d. 
Plant cane 5 feet high. Figs and peaches 
ripe. 

1863. 

Jane 1. Clear, warm. Plows in pasture, 
plant and ratoons. Hoes following plows. 
6th. Plows in ratoons opening middles. Cane 
growing well. 18th. Roasting ears in corn 
since a week. Tallest cane 6 feet. 

1854. 

June 1. Cloudy. Plows in latoons laying 
by. Some cholera on coast. 2d. Cane has a 
good color. Ratoons very good. Pease come 
up very well. 14th. Field getting grassy. Too 
much rain. 21st. Ten two-horse plows in 
plant laying by, hoes following. Plows go 
over 30 arpents a day. Some cholera in neigh- 
borhood. Tallest ratoons 6 feet. Plant 6 feet. 
River falling. 

1855. 

June 1. Clear, dry. River falling. Cotton 
gone up. Sugar and molasses fa len. Two 
hundred and eighty deaths from cholera in 
New Orleans. 8th. Cane very backward and 
yellow. Com all tasseled. Ears forming^ 
Want rain. 26th. Rain enough for crop. 

1866. 
June 1. Cloudy and light showers. 2d. 
Eleven two-horse plows in young com* 5th. 
Plows in plant putting dirt. Want rain. River 
falling. 10th. First rain since twenty-four 
days. Cane small, but green. 21st River 
fallen ten feet since fifteen days. 

1867. 
June 1. All hands In new ground com thin- 
ning. Worked in ratoons after dinner. Cane 
good but small. 11th. Fields grassy; canH 
get it cleaner. Want rain. Cane not growing 
for want of rain. Pork, $24.50. Sugar, 11 to 
12 cents. Molasses, 67 cents. 

1858. 

June 1. Plows in plants opening middles. 
7th. River on a stand. Ratoons very fine. 
Some 5 feet high. Best plant, 4 feet; 7X feet 
to end of leaves. Very warm weather. Cre- 
vasse water coming in oa back lands of plan- 
tations in St. James. Tomatoes ripening. 
Found a cane on 13th 8 feet 4 inches to end of 
leaves. Floods in upper rivers. Cane inun- 
dated. 22d. Ratoons all laid by and part of 
plant. Want rain. 

1869. 

June 1. Very warm. Hoes in old ratoons and 
corn. River 3 /eet below high -water mark. 
11th. Good rains. Cane turned green by rain. 
14th. Roasting ears in field. 22d. Crop im- 
proved wonderfully* Com very fine. 
1860. 

June 1. Plows in ratoons laying by. Hoes 
in plant weeding Crop wants rain. 



Political Science Quarterly. 

No. 2 of Volume 13 of this excellent quarterly 
has just come to hand and includes a number 
of essays of exceptional merit, among which 
we note: Corporations and Political Science, 
bv Prof. J. W. Burgess. The Continental Sys- 
tem, by Prof. W. M. Sloane. The Local Gov- 
ernment Board, by Milo R. Maltbie. Zola, 
Dreyfus and the Republic, by F. W. Whit- 
ridge. Official Tariff Comparisons, by Worth- 
Ington C. Ford. The German Exchange Act, 
by Prof. H. C. Emery. Levasseur^s American 
Worklngmen, by S. N. D. North. 

The Reviews maintain their high standard of 
excellence and Include Flske^s Old Virginia, 
Smith's Liberty and Free Soil Parties, Per- 
kins' France under Louis XV, Schelle's Vin- 
cent de Goumay, Saint Leon's Hlstolre des 
corporations de metiers, Howe's Studies In the 
Civil Law, Godkln's Unforeseen Tendencies of 
Democracy, Morselll's Questlone del negrl, 
Weber's Zug nach de Stadt, Evan's Evolu- 
tional Ethics and Sidis' Psychology of Sug- 
gestion, Clamitgerau*s Lutte centre le mal, 
Brentano's Agrapolitlk. 

The record of political events by Prof. Wm. 
A. Dunning gives the usual comprehensive 
view of the political world In this country and 
abroad. 

The Quarterly Is edited by the Faculty of 
Political Science of Columbia University and 
Is published by Qlnn A Co., Boston. Yearly 
subscription, $8. 



Mr. 0. B. Maglnnls and Mrs. Maglnnls, of 
Woodlawn plantation, In the parish of Terre- 
bonne, were Sunday visitors at the St. C&arles. 

Mr. W. E. Howell, of Lafourche parish, was 
In the city on a visit during the past week. 

Mr. R. G. Bush, the prominent sugar dealer 
and manufacturer, left during the week with 
his family for the North, where they will 
spend a portion of the heated term. 

Mr. P. J. Casey, of the Casey & Hedges Com- 
pany, Chattanooga, Tenn., was In the city dur- 
ing the past week and registered at the Grune- 
wald. 

Mr. A. R. Vlguerie, of Houma, La., was In 
the city during the past week mingling with 
his friends. He put up at the Commercial 
Hotel. 

Mr. J. W. Bamett, the proprietor of the 
splendid Shadyside place on Bayou Teche, and 
Mrs. Barnett, were at the St. Charles Botel on 
Tuesday. 

Hon. Walter A. O'Neill and Mrs. O'NeUl, ol 
Lin wood plantation, St. Mary parish, were 
guests of the Royal on Wednesday. 

Mr. August Levert, one of the leading sugar 
planters of West Baton Rouge parish, was a 
visitor to the city during the past week. He 
was accompanied by several members of his 
family. 

Mr. B. A. Oxnard, of Adeline central fac- 
tory, was in the city on Wednesday. 

Mr. Walter I. Barton, of Ascension parish^ 
where he has extensive sugar Interests, waa at 
the St. Charles Hotel during the past week« 

Mr. Carroll Barton, of Assumption parish, 
and several members of his family were regis- 
tered at the St. CharieslHotel a few days ago« 
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LOCAL LETTERS. 



Iberville. 

[Special Ck>rre8pondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather has 
'.been most excellent since last report— warm, 
with- a sufficiency of moisture, and the color of 
l>olh the com and ea'ne is rich, and shows 
these plants to be growing vigorously. There 
.is no doubt that the size of the crop is below 
the average, and our planters, while realizing 
•that the time for laying by has come, are re*- 
luctant to let it go. We learn that one of the 
most successful planters of the Teche begins 
laying by as early as April; that is, he lays by 
his plows in April, and thereafter uses only 
the disk cultivators, with small disks to stir up 
the surface of the row and draw a little dirt to 
the cane, and then applies the advance plow, 
with a fluke arrangement, to break the crust 
• of the rows and cover up the young grass, 
which otherwise would ti^ke possession of the 
.row, to the great injury of the cane. The 
roots of the cane are not cut by this method. 

Mr. Joseph D. Berret, of Soulouque, finished 
grassing his rice crop on Acadia last Friday, 
and says it is the finest crop be has ever raised. 
Mr. Berret says the quality of rice is made in 
the field, not on the market, and he works with 
•this object in view, and the fancy price ob- 
tained by him last year shows that he under- 
stands his business. 

From Messrs. LeBlanc & Nadier, of Plaque- 
mine, we learn that they have lately entered 
into contracts with the following parties for 
transfers : Terrebonne parish, F. A. Bon villain, 
agent, Argyle plantation. Southdown planta- 
tion, and John T. Moore, Schriever; Iberia, 
Shelby Sanders; St. Charles, Ashton Planting 
Company; St. James, Feliclen Waguespack, 
Sport plantation; Iberville, Hon. James A. 
Ware, Belle Grove; Lafourche, Kent & Weil; 
Assumption, Lawrence Pugh ; Orleans, Rut- 
ledge & Milliken : and with the following for 
feeders : St. James, Oneida Planting Company, 
and Terrebonne, McCullogh Bros. 

Mr. Ben C. LeBlanc, who has been traveling 
over the sugar section, says the spirit of 
progress which has swept over south Louisiana 
is perfectly marvelous, and factories heretofore 
considered first-class in every respect are being 
torn all to pieces, preparatory to having newer 
and larger machinery installed, sometimes at a 
cost approaching $100,000. The finest and 
most regular crop of cane Mr. LeBlanc saw 
was at the plantation of Messrs. Rutledge & 
Milliken, and he thinks the estimate of twenty- 
eight tons average conservative. 

Mrs. J. S. Tuttle, of Whitecastle, owner of 
the Laurel Ridge plantation, h^ lately aug- 
mented its acreage by the addition of a forty- 
five-acre tract purchased from Hon. James A. 
Ware. Mrs. Tuttle, as usual, has a good crop, 
and sufficient rain having fallen, hopes the 
showers will hold up till the work of laying by 
can be completed. Last year Mrs. Tuttle 
added a fine mill to her plant and is contem- 
plating increasing its steam capacity the pres- 
^ent season. 

Mr. Amedee Levert, of Qolden Ridge, is 
v^making some changes in his bagasse burner 



this year and will use the Dutch ovens in con- 
nection with hollow bars put in by the Burt 
Company. 

Mr. Robert Beltran, of New Orleans, son of 
Mr. Raphael Beltran, was in the parish this 
week looking after his father^s Olivia planta- 
tion near Plaquemine. 

The uneasiness about the supply of coal 
still exists and every now and then you will 
see a barge unloading coal and carts hauling 
it in, when the manager would much prefer to 
delay this work till the crop is laid by. 

Ibbkville. 



West Baton Rouse. * 

tSpeolal Oorrespondenoe. I 
Editor Louisiana Planter: If there has been 
any change In the crop situation in this parish 
since my last report, that change has been for 
the better. Under the influence of the copious 
rains of the past few weeks, followed by high 
temperature between showers, cane, cotton 
and com are simply booming. It is beginning 
to be feared, however, that from the drought 
which prevailed some weeks ago, we are rap- 
idly going to the other extreme. Complaints 
are being heard, here and there, particularly 
from the cotton planters, that too much rain is 
falling. Then, too, some cane planters are 
protesting that the wet weather now prevailing 
has given the growth of grass such an im- 
petus that they flnd some difficulty in keeping 
it down. Over and above all other conditions, 
however, the fact stands out in bold relief that 
there has been a most gratifying improvement 
in crops all along the line. The condition of 
the com crop, which at one time seemed des- 
perate, has become vastly improved as a result 
of the timely rains. Cane, too, has improved 
wonderfully, and several planters are quoted 
as saying that their crops are more promising 
than they have been for several years. In- 
deed, the weather is now conducive to the 
rapid growth of the plant. Planters will, 
however, be unusually late 'Maying by" in 
West Baton Rouge. 



Assumption. 



[Speoial Correspondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The rains still con- 
tinue, although in some localities a day or two 
of field work was obtained last week. The 
crops look healthy, have improved rapidly, 
but the grass and weeds are an eyesore to the 
planter. True a few days of wbrk will get rid 
of the weeds, but the question is when will we 
get the few days? I believe as a general thing 
the crops now will compare favorably with 
those of last year. The com crops are excep- 
tionally handsome, and unless some untoward 
event happens there is every prospect for full 
barns another year. 

Messrs. E. P. Munson, Albert O. Folse and 
S. Mills Malhiot are named as commissioners 
by Judge Guion to assess the amount that Mr. 
Barton is entitled to for the land expropriated 
by the railroad. These gentlemen are all ex- 
perienced planters, and the general public 
^ Waits with interest the verdict, or judgment. 
^0 fo.r ^^* ^^ witnesses have been beard and 
Ui altti^K ^*® adjourned over to a day the 



latter part of this week. The value of sugar 
lands is difficult to approximate. There have 
been some sales made here where the price 
obtained was upward of $140 per arpent, and 
on the other hand there are other transactions 
at much lower figure^ 

The situation of the land seems to be the 
potent factor in fixing the price, and as a rule 
the proximity to a large refinery seems to boom 
the price of real estate. Sugar property 
sold under the hammer has frequently failed 
to sell for the cost of the machinery in the 
sugar house, and as a rule the smaller proper- 
ties command a higher value in proportion 
than the larger places. It has been a matter 
of remark that in Assumption the price of 
augar lands exceeds that of similar property 
on the Mississippi river, although it is diffi- 
cult to understand why this should be the case, 
unless fear of crevasses is a controlling factor. 
However, the gentlemen named should be 
fully competent to appraise the value of the 
land, iind the result will probably be a matter 
of interest to all interested in sugar lands. 

Just at present there seems to be great con- 
fidence in the future of the sugar industry, and 
the desire to go into the raising of cane seems 
to be widespread. 

The building of this branch road will stim- 
ulate this tendency, and if fair freight rates are 
given, as they doubtless will be, there will be 
an enormous Increase in the acreage of land 
in Assumption devoted to the culture of cane. 

Some weeks of good weather are needed to 
enable the cane to be properly laid by, as on 
many places this important work has been 
barely started. One of the prettiest crops on 
the Lafourche is that of Mr. Ulysses Bergeron, 
on the Attakapas Canal. Last year he aver- 
aged over twenty-six tons to the acre, and this 
year I leam that he will reach or exceed thirty 
tons. This is a remarkably fine average, but I 
do not doubt from all I hear of the stand and 
size that he will reach it. Some of the most 
productive land in Assumption is found along 
the Attakapas Canal, much of the land being 
virgin soil. The freedom from overflow that 
this section has enjoyed for several years has 
greatly encouraged the people, and the area 
that is being planted in cane Increases rapidly 
annually. 

Sunday and Monday there was no rain in 
Napoleonvllle and vicinity, and tomorrow will 
see raanv teams hUched up that have been 
waiting for better weather. To-day on some 
places dry spots were found, and the planter 
took advantage of them. The weather has 
been very hot and sultry, just the sort conduc- 
ive to the growth of cane. It is to be hoped 
that when we do get better weather we will 
not have another drought, as rain In July 
and August, after the cane is laid by, is always 
an important matter, as it insures a rapid 
growth during these months. The size of the 
cane is not as great as it frequently is at this 
season, and yet if it can be properly laid by 
and then get plenty of heat and moisture it 
will undoubtedly fully make up for any lost 
time. 

The reports from the rice fields are fiatter- 
ing, and the daily rains are of great service. 
Large yields are expected, and with the present 
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prospects for prices the fatare of the rice 
planter is ijideed roseate. This means the 
prosperity of the small planter and more 
money in the country, a condition that is 
bound in the end to help all. Morb Anon. 



Terrebonne. 



LSpecIal CorrespoDdenoe.1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: Climatic condi- 
tions have recently been extremely favorable 
for the growth of x^rops; but i^ localities the 
showers have been so frequent as to interfere 
with and retard the laying by working of the 
canes. The fields of cane and corn have im- 
proved materially in size and color, and all 
that is required to virtually insure good crops 
is favorable weather for the next two weeks. 
The rainfall in the upper part of the parish 
for the month up to and including last Sun- 
day has been 7.85 inches, ample for the entire 
month. The lower portions of the parish 
n^rest the gulf seem to have less rain than in 
otiier sections. All over the parish the crops 
are being laid by as rapidly as circumstances 
will permit, and with a cessation of showers 
numbers of planters will finish ploughing be- 
fore the end of the month. The fields on dif- 
ferent places recently seen are cleaner and the 
land in better condition than was anticipated. 
Except for some fields of indifferent second- 
year ratoons the crops on the following places 
promise well, viz. : the Argyle, of the Messrs. 
Bonvillain Bros. ; Concord, of Col. Wm. Minor; 
Southdown, of the estate of the late Mr. H. C. 
Minor; Honduras, of Mr. Thomas Shaffer; 
Woodlawn, of Messrs. Maginnls & Caillouet 
(where they were able to plough every day 
last week and the crop consequently in fine 
condition); Presqu'Ile, of the Messrs. Gueno 
Bros., and Myrtle Grove, of Mesers. Brown & 
Duplantis. On the latter place the two-roller 
mill erected last year is being replaced by one 
of three rolls, and alterations are being made 
in the boiler plant. At St. Eloise, on Bayou 
Dularge— the Marmande estate, the vacuum 
pan process is to supersede the open kettles. 

Since the war with Spain began writers here 
have expatiated on the wonderful possibilities 
of Cuba, and some have gone so far as to pre- 
dict the utter ruin of the tobacco and sugar 
industries in this country under certain con- 
tingencies which may never arise. Our cane 
sugar producers have enough to discourage 
them at times without being informed that 
sugar can be produced on the island at a cent a 
pound, and that Cuba can furnish sugar for twice 
the present population of the United States and 
the entire Western hemisphere. Possibilities, 
but when will such become accomplished 
facts? Such statements are on a par with tell- 
ing foreign cotton growers that the cotton belt 
of the United States can clothe the world, as 
we have now only about 20,000,000 acres in 
cultivation (can increase the area immensely), 
and some one has produced over two bales per 
acre, at a cost of four cents per pound, conse- 
quently the United States can furnish easily 
thirty or forty million bales at the above figure. 
Cuba has soils of great fertility and a fine 
climate for cane sugar production, yet the 
writer has seen thousands of Jacres of cane east 



of Havana which would not have yielded three 
thousand pounds. of sugar per acre with com- 
pound crushing plants. From twelve to four- 
teen thousand pounds of sugar can possibly be 
produced per acre, but the average output has 
not been half that amount. Small areas in the 
Sandwich Islands have produced 20,000 
pounds, yet Dr. Maxwell states that the aver- 
age yield is less than 6500 pounds per acre. 

On Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sat- 
urday of last week local showers. Sunday par- 
tially cloudy, Monday and Tuesdav local rains 
and Wednesday evening indications of rain. 

The weekly ofllcial weather report from 
Schriever is as follows : 

Temperature. Snnshlii^. Rainfall. 

June 18 90 71 50 .50 

** 14 92 71 50 .03 

*» 16 90 69 75 1.66 

** 16 92 71 50 .02 

'♦ 17 90 70 75 .60 

" 18^ 92 71 100 

** 19 98 67 100 Trace 

91 70 71 2.81 

Terrebonne. 



St. Mary. 



The sugar cane crop now has a showing of 
reaching its full size, since a propitious grow- 
ing season has opened under favorable aus- 
pices. 

Charbon is playing havoc with the stock, 
especially in lower St. Mary. We are informed 
that many head of valuable mules and horses 
have died with the disease near Patterson and 
below, chiefiy those belonging to small owners. 
Veterinary surgeons have been there trying to 
stamp out the disease. As we go to press, we 
learn that it has not reached Bayou Sale yet, 
and that the planters there are using every 
possible precaution to prevent its appearance. 
And the Cypremort country is yet free 
from its ravages. The work of vaccinating 
animals as a preventive is being prosecuted 
with great diligence. 

Numerous important repairs are being added 
to the Caffrey rsjfinery. The whole house is 
being overhauled; every piece of machinery 
is being taken down^ examined and tested, 
and will be put back if its condition is found 
safe, besides the installation of a quantity of 
new machinery. The management of this 
great concern seems never to be satisfied 
unless the place is absolutely first-class in its 
every detail. Besides other improvements 
and changes, an enormous Krajewski & Pesant 
crusher is being placed ahead of one of the 
mills. All the machinery, in fact, except that 
part necessary to dry out the seconds, has 
been taken down for inspecdon. Ko device 
for the economic or rapid manufacture of 
sugar has been looked over in the make-up of 
this great concern. Contracts, too, have been 
made for large quantities of cane, and the 
Oaffrey expects to surpass all former records. 
— Franklin iVctoa, June 1 6, 



Iberia. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Copious rains hav- 
ing fallen throughout this district, the pros- 
pect is much improved, and ^^ laying by ^Ms 



the order of the day. It is a fine object lesson 
to look at some of the fields comparatively. 
One field was ready for the rains and ia now 
leaping to the front, the other was neglected 
because it was ^^ too dry,'' and even the blessed 
rain has not had a chance to perform its 
heaven-born mission, and the cry from the 
owner of such is '^ too wet.'^ The former field 
was cultivated by a man having *^ foresight,^' 
and the other field by one having " hindsight.^^ 
On the whole, the outlook is very encouraging, 
with 25 per cent, increased acreage, and the 
condition about up to the average. Iberians 
crop will be a record breaker. Owners of cen- 
tral factories are abroad in the land looking 
for cane. Hope central, Messrs. B innings Si 
Maurin, secured recently the product of 1600 
acres, the price being 85 cents per ton for each 
cent of pi ice prime yellow brings in the mar* 
ket. Other centrals are doing the same; ^me 
even better. These are good prices for canCi 
and will gladden the hearts of the cane pro- 
ducers, many of whom hold the plow and 
drive also in this parish— sturdy sons of toil, of 
pure Caucasian blood. 

While at Jeanerette recently your cor- 
respondent met that genial up-to-date man- 
ager, Capt. Alex. Allain, under whose able 
management Albania has evoluted from an 
O. K. sugar house, with all its wastes and per- 
plexities, to the mammoth modem centfiU 
factory, where a daily grist of 800 tons of 
cane is converted into first-class centrifugal 
sugar. Albania has 927 acres of good cane, 
and will buy some 10,000 tons outside* 

Dr. S. R. Gay, of the great Segura central, 
was in town, Saturday, on business connected 
with the big factory. The government has 
recognized Segura's importance and estab- 
lished a postofl^ce there, much to the satisfac- 
tion of that neighborhood. Captain Clem Bin- 
nings, of Hope, was also a visitor to the 
'* Queen of the Teche.'^ 

Your scribe can not refrain from mentioning 
the enjoyable and patriotic fiag raising here 
recently. It is a memorial fiag to the boys 
who have gone from our parish to brave Span* 
ish barbarity and Yellow Jack. The proceed- 
ings were lengthy and varied, and calculated 
to inspire lofty sentiments of duty and patri- 
otism. The beautiful fiag, 12x20 feet, was 
run up to the top of a pole 100 feet high, where 
it will remain till ^* Johnny comes marching 
home.'^ God grant the fiag may never be low- 
ered to half mast. Noi>B. 



Vermilion. 

rspeoial Correspondence. 1 
Editor Louisiana Planter: We have had 
magnificent growing weather throughout the 
entire paristi for the past week and the effeota 
of it can readily be seen on the crops. Very 
slight showers fall daily, but not enough to da 
any harm. The weather is very warm, bat 
^hat serves only as a stimulus to com and cane. 
The com crop, which was thought a few weeks 
ago to be an entire failure, promises now to be 
one of the finest ever produced in the parish. 
Cane is growing as nicely as could be asked 
for; it has scalded slightly in low places where 
drainage was not very good, but aside from that 
nothing detrimental can be said of it. Cotleift 
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is not doing very well. Ttiig crop bag been 
neglected from tbe beginning of tbe season and 
tbe effects of the slight can easily be detected 
in the plant, which is small and not healthy 
looking. Bice is booming; both irrigated and 
providence rice has now plenty of water. The 
crop will be a ver/ large one and will be on 
the market early. 

Oharbon that was reported last week to exist 
in this parish has become almost an epidemic 
in the southern portions. A number of the 
large cattle raisers have suffered large losses 
from the ravages of this disease for the past 
few days and the prospects for future develop- 
ments in the immediate future are very appall- 
ing. A few men on Pecan Island are reported 
to have lost from 200 to 300 head of cattle and 
they continue to die like flies. It has shown 
itself among the mules and horses in the south 
central part of the parish, and already many 
have died. A great many small farmers have 
lost their work stock, which does not 
only work a hardship on them in the loss 
which they can ill afford to stand, but deprives 
them of stock to finish their crops. Pas- 
teur's Anthrax treatment is being tried, 
but with what shccess can not be told yet 
Mr. B. H. Mills, of Abbeville, who has a large 
stock ranch on lower Vermilion river, took 
several hundred doses of this treatment to his 
place on the 21st instant, and will have it used 
at once. He has supplied his stock tenders 
with coal oil to be used to burn the stock that 
dies, and left instructions to use the Anthrax 
serum on all the cattle on his ranch, both gen- 
tle and wild. Mr. Mills will give the treat- 
ment a thorough trial, and will be able to re- 
port shortly if it is effective in Vermilion. It 
is being tried by a number of others also. 

The leading farmers of the parish will me et 
at tbe court house here Saturday, the 25th, to 
arrange for the holding oi a Farmers' Institute 
some time during the month of July. Major 
J. G. Lee, Commissioner of Agriculture, has 
offered to conduct the institute, which is for 
the sole benefit of farmers and which our more 
progrepsive tillers of the soil will pull through 
to success. A slinilar institute was held here 
last year by Major Lee, but as it was the first 
attempt the general results were not very en- 
couraging. 

Mr. W. S. Nilson, of the Perry plantation, 
who was thrown from his buggy several 
months ago and painfully hurt, has quite re- 
covered. 

Mr. J. B. Maxwell, one of the cotton kings 
of Vermilion, left a few days ago for a short 
trip to his old home at Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

P. C. M. 



Avoyelles. 

[Special Correspondence.] 
Editor Louisiana Planter: In regard to the 
season with its rain and hot sunshine, I find 
not a few farmers who are willing and anxious 
to see for the present a short period of drier 
weather. It seems there is a surplus of moist- 
ure to spare, for the present at any rate. The 
past week may truly be classed as a wet one, 
for there was not a day but rain fell or could 
be seen falling on and over some part of the 
country. 



At Barbreck and locality, the rainfall was 
during the past week much in excess of the 
wants of the planters and I found some of 
them growing anxious for a clearing off of the 
clouds and rain so as to enable them to start 
men and teams to ploughing. 

It is wonderful to see how fast the weeds 
and grass have grown since it has commenced 
to rain. 

Fields which I looked over two weeks past 
showing no appearance whatever of tie vines, 
crab grabs, nor obnoxious weeds, to-day pre- 
sent a strong healthy growth of deleterious 
vegetation which the farmers will be com- 
pelled to remove before they can be assured of 
perfect success. 

The late rains have been a decided benefit to 
the com crops of this and neighboring par- 
ishes. But with all the rain which has fallen 
or may continue to fall from this date forward, 
I am satisfied that there is not going to be 
anything like enough com made to supply the 
demands placed upon its use by the people 
who cultivate the soil. 

The pea crop is now beginning to show 
above the surface in a manner to please those 
who plant the pea to keep up the fertility of 
their holdings. 

Mr. B. L. Foster, of the firm of J. U. Payne & 
Co., New Orleans, proprietors of Barbreck 
plantation, has in contemplation establishing 
an irrigation plant with a sufiScient capacity to 
fully water all the cane lands included in Bar- 
breck and Cumberland plantations. With 
Bayou Bceuf the dividing line between the two 
plantations, there is no reason why the water 
can not be lifted from the bayou and poured 
out upon the growing cane and com crops as 
often as the requirements may demand it. 

It is hardly to be doubted that had there 
been a greater precipitation as early as the 
12th or 15th of May over this entire section of 
the country the cane crops would have been 
fully 30 per cent, better than they are now. 

For this reason, if no other, the planter who 
expects to come to the front and stay there 
must be prepared to irrigate his fields of grow- 
ing cane through long periods of extreme dry 
weather to which we are more less subject 
during each occurring spring season. 

The cotton planters are beginning to feel a 
little uneasy over getting so much rain at this 
season of the year. At present the weed is 
growing and developing (fruit) forms and 
fiowers to the entire satisfaction of the farmers. 
But the land on which the cotton plants are 
growing is fast becoming grassy, and now 
needs to be ploughed and cultivated to destroy 
the growth of all objectionable matter which 
may interfere with the growth' and maturity 
of the cotton plant. 

Ill regard to the cane crops of our parishes, 
Avoyelles, St. Landry and Bapldes, it may be 
said that the drought which prevailed may 
cause a loss in growth, setting the cane back 
from three to four weeks. 

I am glad to say that the late rains have 
brought about a most decided improvement to 
cane on all places where planted. 

If our industrious, alert planters can get a 
good rain, say once a week or every two weeks, 
during thlB and the following three months, it 



is expected by. those who are more familiar 
with the entire business of cane growing that 
there will be made a tonnage of cane per acre 
satisfactory to the cane growers. 

Ebin. 



St. James. 



[Special Oorrespondenoe.] 

Editor Louisiana Planter: With but limited 
local exceptions sufficient rain has fallen dur- 
ing the last month. Every day we have fear- 
ful electrical disturbances in the atmosphere, 
which for a time seem the signal for a first- 
rate downpour, but the alarm is all illusory. 
A pleasant feature of the existent rainy season 
we are having is that the precipitation is de- 
void of that weight which packs the soil and 
consequently beats down the tender plants. 
There is something refreshing and invigorat- 
ing in the showers which produce immediate 
effect. Then there is time between each visi- 
tiation to go over a patch of cane with the hoe 
gang, where it has a tendency to go ^*to 
grass. ^' The moisture has not yet interfered 
^ith ploughing, although cane is considered 
dwarfish for this period of the campaign, ow- 
ing to the dry spring we had. Laying by is 
the order of the day on many places. Stubble 
holds Its own. Is suckerlng and looks vigorous; 
in fact it should yield extra well with a favor- 
able season from now on, both in^nnage and 
sucrose. Plant cane is doing all In Its power 
to compensate for its defectiveness in stand. 
The process of distributing pease has been ex- 
ecuted under the most anspicious circum- 
stances; scarcely have they been sowh when 
a welcome rain would follow the distributor, 
and like magic a green carpet greeted the eye 
the time a round was made. 

Constant and thorough cultivation is no 
doubt the foundation, upon which to build a 
crop and is the main point to be observed in 
the agricultural department, but after many ' 
weary weeks of interminable clod rolling, I 
have often mused, There's a Providence 
which shapes our crops, rough plough them 
as we may. We have remarked how Im- 
pervious to persuasion of plow or harrow 
were these obstinate boulders, but how by the 
action of a few rains they are effectively pul- 
verized. How complacently we* sometimes 
talk about the art of man, but how puerile it is 
when contrasted with nature's operations. 

The improvements and repairs in operation 
on the many plantations we are aware of 
would fill a volume If given in detail. Where 
alteration was required, no delay was mani- 
fested In giving the order for same, conse- 
quently work In that line is well advanced. 
Larger mills and double mills are the articles 
most in vogue now. Most planters have finally 
realized that in adopting an improvement, the 
best theory is to get the best, cost what it 
must. Second-hand machinery has seen its 
better days, as all the material used in that 
line is direct from the foundry. 

Messrs. Gaskins & Boiling, of Pike's Peak, 
have certainly put "a move" on their property. 
The building of a formidable levee necessitated 
many alterations in the house-moving line, 
yvith a veiy satisfactory result In the general 
appearance of the old place. The erection of 
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a new stable, with an immense capacity, is one 
of the .principal achievements. As the pros- 
pects of a mammoth crop are very promising, 
a new mill will be erected to insare the safe 
and quick manufacture 6f same. 

The Armant factory of the Miles Planting 
Company impresses one as having been the 
victim of an eruption of some kind. In one 
sense it has. The whole mill department has 
been entirely torn down, and in its stead en- 
tirely new machinery of greater power than 
the old is now in course of erection. To cor- 
respond with the milling capacity, three Mur- 
phy burners will be adopted. Other improve- 
ments are also being put up. 

Mr. Lebermuth, of the renowned Sals- 
burg plantation, visited Mr. J. K. Tucker, 
manager of the Miles places in St. James, re- 
cently. He honored Oak Alley with his pres- 
ence during his visit, and pronounced the crop 
on it, and its neighborhood, as good as any he 
had seen. 

Miss E. Tucker and Messrs. A. and C. 
Tucker have returned home for vacation from 
their respective schools, to the delight of their, 
numerous friends in St. James. 



5t. James, Left Bank. 

[Special Oorrespondence.! 

Editor Louisiana Planter: As everywhere 
else, our vicinity has at last been visited quite 
frequently by good and beneficial showers, 
and they have not been so frequent as bounti- 
ful. Tuesday a week ago we had one of those 
regular flood rains, accompanied by a heavy 
thunder storm and wind which uprooted 
several trees, and to-day (Wednesday) as we 
are writing, we are having a hard rain and 
thunder peals are heard far and near. 

The crops in general have been greatly im- 
proved by these long looked for June showers, 
as their- condition prior to these rains which 
we had at the beginning of the month was 
actually deplorable; in fact, the planters were 
sad and gloomy about the existing circum- 
stances, but the improvement is so marked 
that not even a shadow of the crops' de- 
ficiency is left. A green glow is reign- 
ing and one can hardly any longer 
distinguish the mark in the rows, so 
profuse is their growth. All are now busy 
at work "laying byV and trust with favorable 
weather soon to be done. The com and pea 
crops are as ever promising, and notwithstand- 
ing the many complaints we hear of the bad 
state of the com in its early stage it always 
turns out for the best afterward. 

The view of the rice crops in general is very 
pleasing; on some places the crop is neces- 
sarily better than on others, but with the 
present state of affairs all are highly satisfied 
and from their own calculations expect to 
almost surpass their own realizations of the 
previous year. 

The remarkable fall of the river has caused 
them all to start pumping, some being well 
provided and merely having to light the fire 
at its first necessity,'while others had to prepare 
within the past week, and thus have added a 
large expense which they must exclude from 
the profits. 

The improvements in the sugar factories 



of Uncle Sam and Wilton plantations are 
progressing rapidly, the exterior of the 
buildings having been adorned by little towers 
which present quite a novel appearance. Your 
scribe has not yet had any exact news of the 
repairs that are taking place, but hopes soon 
to have a full and dettailed description about 
them. 

Since last I wrote an event of sadness has 
cast a gloom all over the parish, the death of 
Mrs. J. B. Mire, of Bon Secours plantation, 
which occurred on the 4th instant. She was 
the eldest daughter of Mr. Emile Bourgeois^ 
of Rapidan plantation, and leaves three chil- 
dren, her husband and a host of relatives and 
friends with broken hearts to mourn her un- 
timely loss. 

Miss Bertha Tremoulet and little sister have 
been guests at the Helvetia home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oherbonnier for a week. 

Convent. 

Trade Note5. 
LIdgerwood Safety Derrick Eogine.— 

The LIdgerwood Manufacturing Company, 
New York, has now in preparation a pamph- 
let describing the LIdgerwood Safety Derrick 
Engine. Their ordinary standard double-drum 
hoisting engine will operate a derrick safely, 
one drum hoisting the load and the other the 
boom. To obtain, however, the maximum 
capacity out of the derrick the changes of mo- 
tion are so rapid that accidents frequently 
occur, hence the demand for a safe and rapid 
derrick engine which it is claimed is fully 
met in the LIdgerwood Safety Derrick Engine, 
patented February 9, 1897. 

Louisiana Produce for Dulutli. 

DuLUTU, Minn., June 10, 1898. 
Editor Louisiana Planter: After an absence of 
several years, Mr. P. Beneteau, formerly pres- 
ident of the Duluth Produce Exchange here, 
a few months ago returned to this city to take 
charge of the Duluth Warehouse and Storage 
Company ^s business, and now proposes to add 
to the concern by adding a brokerage depart- 
ment for the handling of sugar, syrups, mo- 
lisses, rice, glucose, honey, etc. Owing to 
the fact that this city^s wholesale business is 
assuming great importance in connection with 
the development of the iron, lumber and wheat 
industries, necessitating great shipping facili- 
ties, both by rail and water, we think we can 
safely predict a successful enterprise on his 
part in the outset, an4 possibly the future es- 
tablishment of glucose works in connection 
with a syrup refinery. In the meantime Lou- 
isiana products will be a specialty. 

North Stab. 

Raising Cane in Florida. 

It is useless to longer discuss the advantages 
of sugar cane over beets for the production of 
sugar. Observation and experience have al- 
ready demonstrated the superior value of the 
sugar cane for the latitude of Florida. 

The saying goes without contradiction that 
this State alone can produce enough sugar to 
supply the entire population of the United 
States. Whether or not this is an extravagant 
assertion it is not now necessary to discuss. 



From the large amounts actually produced from 
small areas in the State it may be admitted 
that the State can supply the demand, and it i» 
further demonstrated that the production, with 
anything like fairly good management, will be 
profitable from a pecuniary point of view. 

Then the question comes up: Why do not 
more people engage in sugar cane culture? 

Here's the problem : Given an almost indi- 
genous plant; soil and climate eminently 
adapted to its perfection in growth and matur- 
ity; its product a valuable food element; the 
demand for it universal ; its cultivation^ and 
production not extra-expensive, but more cer- 
tainly remunerative than most leading crops ; 
millions of acres of land adapted to Its success- 
ful culture; the best market on earth, and 
good money in it all the time. Now, why are 
not more people raising cane? 

Why do capitalists pass sugar cane by and 
embark in sugar beet culture? 

Why this seeming hesitancy to embark in an 
enterprise that has been demonstrated time and 
again to be safe, and a corresponding willing- 
ness to rush into sugar beet raising that has a 
thousand soore failures laid up against it? 

The case is clearly made; there is no use 
arguing the point; sugar cane is the sugar crop 
for Florida. 

How to get more people to raising cane is 
the problem — Cocoa News, 



Mr. E. F. Dickinson, who is connected with 
the large Georgia plantation of Mr. C. S. 
Mathews, in Lafourche paristi, came down to 
the city on a visit during the past week and 
stopped at the Hotel Grunewald. 

Mr. E. P. Munson and his estimable wife 
were guests of the St. Charles on Monday, 
having deserted their beautiful home in As- 
sumption parish for a brief period. 

Mr. J. B. Churchill, prominently identified 
with the sugar planting interests of Point 
Coupee parish, was in the city on a visit a few 
days ago. Mr. Churchill stopped at the St. 
Charles. 

The Enterprise Refinery, of Messrs. Pi^tont 
& Son, had for its able manager during the re- 
cent campaign, that well-known gentleman, 
Mr. George J. LeBa^i. Cash Pulliam,Esq., the 
old reliable, liad charge of the vacuum pan, 
and was assisted by Mr. C. S. Meyers. Under 
these circumstances excellent results were ob- 
tained at the Enterprise, as a matter of course. 

Maj. G. L. Hall, the distinguished attorney, 
writing to The Planter from Week's Island, 
reports an exceptionally fine crop of oane 
there this season and everything in good 
shape. We congratulate the Major upon his 
good fortune. 

Mr. Benjamin H. Pnng, of the Oneida plan- 
tation, in St. James parish, was in the city on 
a visit last Monday. 

Mr. E. A. Sammons was registered at the St. 
Charles Hotel on Sunday. Mr. Sammons is 
the distinguished engineer who had charge of 
the recent improvements in construction and 
of the operation of the splendid Cinclare 
factory, belonging to Mr. Harry L. Laws, In 
West Baton Rouge parish. Cinclare is justly 
rated as one of the most up-to-date and finely 
arranged central factories in Louisiana. 
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KOREION LETTERS. 



Berlin. 

[Special Correspondence. | 

Berlin, June 4, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The weather of the 
week just ended was very variable; there was 
rain and sunshine, warm and oold tempera- 
ture, wind, and hail, but unfortunately those 
meteorological conditions as are now particu- 
larly needed by beet growers, viz., drought 
and warmth, were of the shortest, or, rather, 
no duration at all, and from this it may be 
readily inferred that the weather was again 
predominantly cold and . wet, but the former 
more than the latter; and in the western 
provinces inore than in the east. However, gen- 
erally speaking, the crop is distinctly suffer- 
ing, and, instead of retrieving the backward- 
ness caused by the abnormal spring weather, 
it mubt be feared that it will rather increase if 
an early change does not set in. As to the 
field work, such as hoeing, thinning out and 
weeding, satisfactory progress has been 
achieved in most districts; but, partly in con- 
sequence of the unfavorable climatic circum- 
stances, and partly owing to the ravages of 
insects, many fields must be resown, which is 
another great disadvantage, because of its be- 
ing by experience suflSciently demonstrated 
that late sowings seldom result in a good crop. 
Any way, the situation is far from being brill- 
iant and promising, and such is also the tenor 
of the reports from abroad. Austria, France 
and Holland complain likewise of moist and 
cold weather and its injurious action on the 
young plants. Belgium seems to be somewhat 
better off, whilst Russia enjoys nice weather; 
but a great many fields (in some sections the 
half of the entire area) are teeming with ver- 
min, which have done already great harm and 
caused resowings on an unusually large scale, 
although Russia is always more subject to this 
plague than any other country. 

The sugar factory started some time ago in 
Bulgaria does not seem to meet with much 
Willingness on the part of the farmers to grow 
beets. The prospects of the establishment, 
vrhich this fall is to have its first campaign, 
are therefore not the brightest. It is feared 
that there will not be sufficient raw material 
for the regular working of the factory, and this 
even caused the government of the principality 
to step in and use its infiuence with the farm- 
ers to induce them to fi:row more beets than 
they are engaged for at present. The Bulga- 
rian ministry of agriculture, to achieve this 
purpose, will send emissaries into the country, 
whose task it shall be to make beet growing 
more popular. So far the country has drawn 
its supply of sugar principally from Austria, 
which is the nearest sugar-producing neighbor 
to Bulgaria, which even in the case that the 
above factory should ultimately prove a suc- 
cess, will remain a customer of the former em- 
pire for some further length of time, the pro- 
duction of one factory, as a matter of course, 
being not adequate to the requirements of con- 
sumption. 

Day after to-morrow the much-spoken-of 
bounty conference will be opened at Brussels. 
The deliberations, it is said, will be kept secret, 



but I hope that now and then a piece of news 
will leak out so that I might be able to keep 
you, to a certain degree, au courant des affaires. 
The United States is said to have expressed 
the desire to assist the conference without 
taking part in its action and wi^thout any 
obligation to darry out the resolutions of the 
conference, which, however, has been refused 
by the other powers. The prospects as to 
whether the conference will prove a success 
are, by the way, not at all satisfactory. Quite 
apart from France, whose position with regard 
to the so-called indirect bounties is sufficiently 
known, the other countries, more particularly 
Germany and Austria, will hardly resign their 
bounties when the system is not abolished in 
all countries concerned; such at least is the 
almost unanimous opinion of the fabricants 
of the two empires enunciated in meetings 
and by the special press, and Jbo fulfil this 
condition appear? from the outset hopeless, 
as a great many bounty-paying countries will 
not participate in the discussion to be opened 
in the capital of Belgium. 

The Austrian government has on the Ist 
inst. submitted a bill to the parliament pur- 
porting to lay a tax on the sale of sugar. This 
tax has a new name, but it is only an addition 
of 6.6 fl. to the already existing tax of 6.13 i[. 
In one of my former letters I alluded already 
to the then proposed measure, which is to 
come into force on August 1, provided the 
two houses of the parliament adopt it. 

The liberal mood of the English govern- 
ment, after benefiting the West Indies, is now 
also extending to Mauritius. To this island a 
loan has been granted amounting to £200,000, 
to be reimbursed after one year; but it is be- 
lieved that only the estates not heavily mort- 
gaged will have their share in this loan. 
But there lis still another plan in the field, 
which, for the moment Is under consid- 
eration in the ministry of colonies. The 
planters of Mauritius petition for a credit 
of £500,000 to be repaid in twenty years. Of 
this sum £400,000 shall be employed for the 
support of the sugar factories, whilst £100,000 
shall be used for irrigation and the planting of 
forests. Of the first named amount part shall 
be applied to the construction of an experi- 
mental central factory, by means of which the 
advantages shall be demonstrated arising from 
a complete extraction of the juice, no matter 
whether by pressure or by diffusion ; further- 
more, the purification of the juice by electro - 
lytlcal or other processes shall be the object 
of special researches, and besides the concen- 
tration of work shall be thoroughly studied 
in order to lower the cost of production. It is 
certainly not to be wondered at that after the 
long protracted depression in the sugar trade 
the sugar countries cry for help ; but strange 
it is that England, who so boisterously agi- 
tates for the abolition of bounties, in the very 
same moment is granting subsidies to her colo- 
nies which are as similar to bounties as one 
egg to another. 

The tone of the markets at the reopening 
after the holidays was quiet, but betrayed a 
firm unde^*^"'''^®'^*' inasmuch as the volume of 
busiftj^j^ bW ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ much amount, whilst 
pri(5ft .gf e fully maintained andj even gained 



some slight advances, which also augurs well 
for the further course of the article now rising 
in the favor of both speculative and bona fide 
buyers. In Germany prices close about on a 
par with those of last week, viz. : 10.55 to 10.80 
marks for actual 88 per cent., and 9.80 marks 
f . o. b. for delivery June at Hamburg. Refined 
were more active and in some eases 25 
pfennigs higher. Robert Hbnnig. 



British Honduras. 

[Special Correspondence.] 

Toledo, B. H., June 13, 1898. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: The rainy season 
has stopped grinding operations, although all 
the plantations did not finish. As soon as the 
rainy weather begins it doesn't pay to try to 
make sugar; in fact there is but little it does 
pay to do. Cultivation is done under diffi-' 
culty, as cloudy weather keeps the grass alive 
even after it is hoed, and as a matter of fact 
our seasons are not much longer here than the 
grinding season of Louisiana, and more money 
should be invested in machinery to take off 
the crop in a shorter tlme^ so as to get all the 
sugar hauled to the market as well as to get 
other work done up while the weather is good. 
The yield of sugar this season was good, better 
than was expected, and the young cane that is 
springing up is very fine. Sugar is dull in the 
market and it is only that the planters hold 
back their supply that prevents the market 
being glutted and the price fall below cost of 
production. 

Dr. Pearce. who was making white vacuum 
pan sugar, has been compelled to take 4>^ and 
5 cents for it, and even then the natives will 
take the common muscovado sugar in prefer- 
ence to it in many cases at the same price. It 
is evident it will have to be pioneered perhaps 
for years before it will be used in preference to 
the low grade sugar. 

In the island of Jamaica, where vacuum pans 
have been in use for years, the product of this 
apparatus does not seem to be popular. The 
better grades of sugar are in more general use 
on the Spanish coa^t, and probably there will 
be a demand for sugar of that quality produced 
in this colony. 

Sugar planters were In hopes the war would 
improve the price of sugar, but while it has 
caused a rise in all Imported provisions, sugar 
has not felt the effect of it, here at least. The 
labor system in the colony is very unsatisfac- 
tory and discouraging to planters. That is 
another reason why crops should be taken off 
in a shorter time. When a planter engages a 
gang of men at the beginning of the season 
they get their advances and spend it and be- 
gin work in debt, and they generally work 
well for six weeks or two months, and if the 
proprietor could finish his crop in that time 
he would get good service out of his men. 

Tropic. 



Mr. Charles E. Grace, of Plaquemine, was in 
the city on Wednesday and put up at the Hotel 
Gmnewald. 

Mr. A. A. Bonvillain, a prominent sugar 
planter from Glencoe, La., was in the city re- 
cently on a short visit. He registered at the 
Commercial. 
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BEET SUGAR. 



Instructions for Beet Culture. 

The Af2:ricultural Experiment Station 
of the University of Nebraska has just 
published a bulletin giving instructions 
for beet culture, which will be very val- 
uable to the thousands of farmers in the 
West who are now experimenting in this 
important culture. We note that it is 
said that the beet requires about four 
and one-half to five months after plant- 
ing to reach maturity, and that this point 
should be indicated by the outer leaves 
turning yellow and drying up. To har- 
vest the crop a beet-loosener is recom- 
mended, which breaks the tap root and 
lifts the beet slightly out of its bed, 
whence it can be easily lifted by hand. 

In order to secure accurate informa- 
tion in regard to the industry ten points 
are given on which the director asks for 
information from all those who will ex- 
periment under his instructions. ,The 
points are as follows : 

1. Character of the 80il. 

2. Actual value of the land per acre. 

3. Cost of ploughing and subsoiling. 

4. CoBt of preparation for planting. 

5. Cost of planting. 

6. Cost of thinning and cultivating. 

7. Cost of harvesting and topping. 

8. Approximate cost of deliverin^!^ at a dis- 
tance of, say, six miles. 

9. Exact area cultivated. 

10. Exact weight of beets harvested. 

11. Exact weight of beets after topping. 



Lehi, Utah. 

Joseph Geoghegan, of the Lehi Sugar Com- 
pany, said yesterday that, with recent rains, 
the success of the beet crop was assured, and 
that he expected to see 10,000,000 pounds Of 
sugar turned out of the Lehi plant this year. 

The output of the same plant in 1897 was 
3,500,000 pounds, the beet crops having fallen 
short during that year. Mr. Geoghegan, who 
recently visited an'd inspected the plant which 
is under construction at Ogden. says the ma- 
chinery is now being put in, and that the plant 
will turn out at least 4,000,000 pounds of sugar 
this year. The intention at present is to start 
up the Lehi plant early in September, and to 
run it at full capacity from the start. — Banner, 
June 7. 

Eddy, New Mexico. 

The long-desired rains have materialized; 
^d they are rains of a character to do the 
most good — both gentle and dashing. Gentle, 
that soak slowly to the grass roots, and dash- 
ing that flow rapidly to the dry depressions of 
the prairies and filling them furnish abundant 
stock water, thus permitting stockmen to move 
their cattle and sheep away from the river to 
the back ranges. Sunday night was the date 
of the first good rain. Another followed Mon- 
day night, and the weather has been cloudy 
»nd slight rain falling intermittently almost 



every since. It is very welcome and computed 
on a monetary basis is very valuable, as it 
guarantees plenty of water for irrigation, good 
range and plenty of stock water. 

William Bardenhener, head draughtsman for 
Fred. W. Wolfe Co., of Chicago, arrived from 
that city with Manager Goetz, Tuesday, and 
will make drawings and plans for placing new 
centrifugals, mixers and the Bock system of 
crystallization and motion in the local factory. 
The actual work of putting the new improve- 
ments in place will commence alK>nt August 1, 
and will be completed by September 15. 

Asked as to the present condition of the beet 
crop throughout the valley and what effect the 
recent rains had upon the plants, Manager 
Goetz stated that the showers had proven most 
beneficial. Regarding the crop situation as a 
whole, he said that the management was well 
satisfied. The germination was all that could 
be desired or asked for. Failures this year 
Will be due only to neglect upon the part of 
growers who fail to properly cultivate their 
ground and carefully keep down weeds. Too 
much stress can not be put upon the latter 
point, for where weeds are permitted to grow 
a poor crop is sure to result. They draw 
largely upon the soil to the detriment of the 
beets, both as regards size, purity and sugar 
content. 

A sufficient acreage is already assured to 
guarantee the factory a run of sufficient length. 
The stands of beets are good, and they are 
making a healthy ipid vigorous growth. In 
fact they are growing so rapidly that it is dif- 
ficult to care for them properly. Thinners are 
needed. Quite a number of tracts have been 
thinned, but there are many more now needing 
that attention. The factory management states 
that it could use 200 men and children for that 
purpose if they could be secured. There is no 
excuse for idle people in Eddy while beet fields 
are unthinned. 

Planting Is still continuing and will not be 
stopped, in all probability, untilJuly 1,— Pecos 
Valley Argus, June 10, 



La Qrande's Sugar Factory. 

, A more accurate conception of the propor- 
tions of the main sugar factory building is be- 
ing furnished as the big sections of the steel 
framework are going into place, says the 
Chronicle. The work was necessarily sus- 
pended during the past few days on account 
of rain. This part of the work is not more 
than one-fourth completed, and after the big 
pieces are put in place they will be securely 
bound together by thousands of rivets. The 
riveters have just about finished their work at 
the Ogden (Utah) factory, and in a short time 
begin on the factory here. 

The tracklaying at the factory grounds is 
practically finished, and there is almost dally 
accumulations of material and machinery. All 
the structural steel has arrived and several 
cars of machinery, the latest Invoice in the 
machinery line t>eing four cars which arrived 
this momiog. 

Messrs. Eccles and If ibley and other factory 
people are well pleased with the general situa- 
tion of things. The buildings are being put 
up in the most substantial maimer; the outlook 



for the beet crop is most encoaraging and 
everything promises suocess. It is very evi- 
dent that the factory constmction will require 
steady work with a big force from this time 
forward in order to have the same in readiness 
to handle the beet crop. Superintendent 
Granger anticipates that work in double time 
and possibly with disregard to Sunday and 
holida3r8 will be necessary during the summer 
months.— Baker City Democrat. 



Raising Beets for Sugar. 

All the sugar beets planted in this State are 
for experimental purposes, the object being to 
learn whether beets of satisfactory quality can 
be grown, and whether, from the results of 
experience with the crop on a limited scale, 
farmers may consider it advisable to grow 
beets on a larger scale in case a factory should 
be built and furnish a market for the crop. 

In conducting experimental work of this 
kind, it is of the utmost importance that the 
work be properly done. Every case where the 
work is improperly conducted, and beets of 
poor quality are therefore produced, is not 
simply so much labor lost, but, since all re- 
sults must be taken Into consideration, It is a 
positive Injury to the locality where the bad 
work Is done. 

The thinning of the beet fields is one of the 
most expensive and important^ parts of the 
work. No absolute rule for thinning can be 
given, since all lands do not require the same 
sort of work. For loams that will produce 
fifty bushels of com per acre in a favorable 
season, the beets should average eight inches 
apart in the rows when the rows are twenty to 
twenty-four inches apart. For stronger lands 
the beets may be allowed to stand somewhat 
closer, say six inches. For poorer lands the 
beets may be ten inches apart. The purpose 
is to raise beets weighing between one and two 
pounds each. 

The beets are ready to thin when the plants 
have produced four leaves. It Is not necessary 
'that plants should be exactly six, eight or ten 
inches apart, but that this should be the aver- • 
age distance. If two strong plants are four 
inches apart, it is better to leave these two 
strong plants than to have one strong and one 
weak plant. When the plants are thinned, 
care should be taken to remove all weeds from 
the rows. If this Is done thoroughly, the plants 
will afterward only need cultivation to keep 
down weeds between the rows and to keep the 
soil loose on the surface. It is not necessary to 
ridge the earth up along the rows unless the 
roots show a tendency to project above the 
ground. 

During July and August the leaf -spot dis- 
ease sometimes appears on the leaves in the 
form of small brown spots. If this should 
make Its appearance, the tweets should be 
sprayed with Bordeaux mixture. — ff. A. Hum" 
ton, Chemist, Purdue University Experiment Sta^ 
tion. 



Beet Sugar Manufacture in Victoria, 
New South Wales. 

A special reporter of the Argus, sent to in- 
vestigate the circumstances of a labor dlffloolty 
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which had arisen at the Maffra sngar factory, 
Qippsland, gives some interesting particulars 
of the works. We take the following : The 
brick buildings, with water scheme aind oUier 
equipment, cost £25,000, and inside there is a 
plant massive in every detail, the very latest 
and best that was to be had for money, and 
which cost about £40,000* to place in position. 
The only hitch so far has been with a compli- 
cated Belgian machine, which at one opera- 
tion was to have done the work of lifting 
cleaning, and topping the beets in the field 
ready for the mill. It seems to work all right, 
but as the manager, Mr. J. Salatney, remarks, 
the chief defect is that the machine can not be 
made to think. Consequently, the beet-dig- 
ging will be done by a couple of simple Ger- 
man machines, which can each get over from 
three to four acres per day, and the topping 
will be performed by hand. As the mill stands 
ready for use, its equipment is most thorough. 
There is a reservoir, filled by pumping from 
the Macalister river, 9000 tons of firewood 
stacked ready for the boilers, and 2000 tons of 
limestone, one of the great essentials in sugar 
making. This is brought by rail from beyond 
Sale, the quarries being at Armadale and But- 
ton. Lime is required in the proportion of 
about 7 per cent, of the bulk of beet treated. 

The first sugar beete wil probably be put 
through the mill about the 23d or 24th inst., 
but this year*s campaign — as the sugar makers 
call their working season— will be a short one. 
It will not last longer probably than two and 
a half months, though later on the regular 
campaign will be about double that period. 
It was expected that this yearns beet crop 
around Maffra would have beep 1700 acres, 
with a yield of twenty tons per acre, but the 
late sowings in this exceptionally dry season 
were a failure, much of the seed not germinat- 
ing until too late to be of use for sugar making. 
Therefore, the crop will be limited to about 
1800 acres, with a yield of perhaps twelve or 
thirteen tons per acre. The first failure of the 
crop naturally suggests the question as to 
whether the mill may in future command the 
raw material it requires, and Mr. Salatney 
has no doubt whatever about it. Within a 
radius of ten miles of the mill there are 80,000 
acres of some of the finest beet- growing land 
in the world, and if success justifies it, lesser 
working plants may in time be put down to 
evaporate the bulk to one-eighth its weight, 
thus greatly lessening the cost of carriage to 
tibie central mill. The area being prepared 
for next yearns crop already promises work for 
the full campaign. 

MANUFACTURING OPERATIONS. 

Some vague idea of the operation may be 
given by following roughly the beet from the 
field to the sugar bag. Brought to the mill by 
road or railway siding, it is tipped into a huge 
bin, underneath which a channel of water 
runs. The trap-door flooring can be with- 
drawn, so that the beets dropping through are 
A^arried by the running stream into the mill, 
where they are picked up by a rotary elevator, 
in the form of a huge iron wheel, with scoops 
Attached, and so lifted into an iron cleansing 
troug'h. In this a spindle^ with a number of 



attachments exactly resembling the propeller 
of a steamship, revolves, and the beet is not 
kept in motion in the water, but, owing to the 
shape of the iron fianges, is moved along, the 
trough getting gradually cleaner in its prog- 
ress. Even with the cleanest looking beets 
there is a 6 per cent, allowance for dirt, and 
test washings at the outset decide whether any 
greater deduction is necessary. At the end of 
the trough the beets are caught In another 
elevator, consisting of an endless chain with 
barred rakes— so that the water escapes—and 
before entering the slicer they are automati- 
cally weighed by a most ingenious system. 
The vessel holds just half a ton, and when ex- 
actly that weight has been received it tips 
over, empties the load into the slicer, and 
drops back into place again. The slicer re- 
duces the beet into small chips, and passes 
them to the diffusion battery. There are four- 
teen of these dlffusers, and as the liquid passes 
from one to the other it is reduced, so that 
with each successive stage It contains more 
syrup and less water, while undesirable cpn- 
stituents, such as the gummy matter, natural 
salts, and other chemical ingredients, are also 
extracted. From this process it issues, a thin 
wine- colored liquid, to another stage in the 
working, where milk of lime is mixed with 
the syrup, all nitrogenous substances precipi- 
tated with the lime, and the poisonous carbonic 
add gas carried off by special valves to an es- 
cape outside the roof. This is known as satu- 
ration, and followed by filtration, it is twice 
repeated, the syrup being forced through a set 
of sixteen filtering chaipbers; and from these 
It Issues a sweet, palatable liquid. In color very 
much like a light chablls. What has "been 
taken from it in this process is known as 
'^ scum-cake,^^ and as it contains lime, phos- 
phoric acid and nitrogen (three important ele- 
ments in plant food), it can be returned to the 
land as a valuable manure. The next stage is 
scientifically known as '^ the quadruple effect 
evaporating apparatus, ^^ and finally to the 
centrifugals. 

Each successive stage in the manufacture is 
the up-to-date consummation of years of study 
snd experiment by the best scientists of G^er- 
many — science, Indeed, dominates the process 
from beginning to end, and makes it wonder- 
fully fascinating as a study. From the time 
the beets enter the mill until they leave It as 
sugar nothing has to be handled. Everything 
passes mechanically from one stage to the 
other — entering the factory at one end and 
leaving It at the other. There is a fine labora- 
tory In the institution, where Dr. H. Riesen, a 
German chemist, and Mr. H. Easterby, son of 
the journalist of that name, well known in 
Melbourne and Sale, watch every operation, 
and analyze the sugar at every stage of its 
manufacture. Nothing is left to hazard or 
conjecture in sugar making. 

The contract for the building of the mill was 
let to Messrs. Waring & Rowden, of Melbourne, 
and as the foundation-stone was laid on the 
19th of June, no time has been lost over it. In 
addition to the members of the stafi already 
me^i;] ^^, there is an assistant manager in 
Mr. (N^^ftTt^ch, a secretary in Mr. F. C. Bar- 
lev' ^. ^ M^nt German experts, each of them 



skilled in particular stages of the manufacture. 
One can not help being impressed with the 
very deep interest everywhere displayed in the 
enterprise, and in the town of Muffra a grow- 
ers^ syndicate was formed, ^ that the factory 
should be sure of a fair bulk for treatment In 
Its first season.— 3facikay Mercury^ April 1 6, 



Cane vs. Beet Sugar. 

Editor Louisiana Planter: Edward F. 
Atkins has lately published the following in- 
teresting figures of the sugar crop of the 
world for the past year: 

CANE SUGAR PRODUCTION IN TONS. 

West India Islands and South 

America 1,189,000 

United States 275,000 

Europe and Hawaiian Islands 1,482,000 

Total cane sugar 2,846,000 

BEET SUGAR PRODUCTION IN TONS. 

Europe 4,951,000 

United States 40,000 

Total beet sugar 4,991,000 

Total sugar production of the world 7,887,- 
000 tons, which was an Increase over the year 
before of 582,760 tons. That Is a large amount 
of sugar, but there are many millions of peo- 
ple to consume it. It is an Interesting exam- 
ple in mathematics to figure out how much 
per capita that is to the world^s production. 

The above figures are Of great Interest, when 
one considers the vast area of sugar cane land 
idle in the United States, that is now an orig- 
inal forest which might be utilized. It is no 
more trouble to produce a crop of sugar than 
a crop of com, and more money in it. 

In South Florida the cost may be figured 
out as follows: Cost of *cane, $1.50 an acre; 
clearing the land, $15 an acre; total cost of 
land, $16.50 an acre. Now if you charge the 
interest at the legal rate, which Is $1.32, mak- 
ing a grand full total of the cost of the land 
the Qrst year $17.82. But It is better to charge 
the interest as a part of the crop. The aver- 
age cost of a ton of cane grown and delivered 
to the mill is $1.60. The average hi South 
Florida Is thirty tons to the acre. Thus the 
average cost of an acre of cane delivered to the 
mill Is $49.32, which Includes Interest on cost 
of land and clearing It. 

In New York State I doubt if good sugar 
beet land can be purchased for less than $50 
an acre. The legal Interest is $3. Average cost 
of a ton of beets grown and delivered at the 
factory Is $3.05. Average yield Is 13.6 per 
acre, including the interest. An acre of sugar 
beets would cost $41.98 to grow and deliver to 
the factory. 

The average yield of an acre of cane Is 3600 
pounds of sugar. In South Florida It is 4000 
pounds at least. At an average price of five 
cents a pound and 3600 per acre, we have a 
gross return of $180, or net $130.68 per acre for 
cane sugar. This is quite good for land cost- 
ing $16.50 per acre. 

The average yield of beets is 2130 pounds of 
sugar per acre, or gross $106.50, or $64.52 net 
per acre, which is also quite good for a parcel 
of land costing $50. 

Cane once planted will make four crops from 
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the same plafating. BeeU must be planted 
each year. Perhaps in the north part of the 
cane section where there are heavy frosts and 
occasional freezes ^ach winter, cane must be 
replanted each year. That is not the rule in 
South Florida. It has been proven that if the 
cane juice can be Altered through Spanish 
moss it will mak« white syrups or sugar, even 
if boiled in an open kettle. That fact gives 
every grower a chance to have his own sugar 
or syrup factory at his plantation ; so to an 
extent he can dispense with the delivery of his 
cane to the big but somewhat distant sugkr 
factory. The grower of the sugar beet has not 
that advantage. 

In 1897 the people of the United States con- 
sumed 1,960,000 tons of sugar, of which they 
produced 315,000 tons. It is said that this coun- 
try pays $100,000,000 per year on the average to 
Europe for sugar. The 1,645,000 tons of sugar 
produced in 1897 abroad cost at least that 
amount. There are certain politicians who 
want free silver coinage, but none have pro- 
posed the coinage of more than $100,000,000. 
All know that every dollar sent abroad is just 
that much taken from the home circulation. 
If this country produced all of its own sugar 
there would be at least $100,000,000 more in 
circulation. That fact ought to be sufficient 
incentive to increase the sugar industry equal 
to the home demand. Lately Congress ap- 
propriated $50,000,000 to increase the United 
States navy. That is one- half what is annu- 
ally paid foreign countries for sugar. If for 
the past ten years we had grown and made 
our own sugar, and had used one-fourih of 
what has been sent abroad for the increase of 
our navy and fortifications, our people would 
not be worrying as to what nation is the best 
equipped for war. No power would have 
dared to make an attack upon this on either 
land or sea. 

I do not wish to belittle the beet sugar Indus* 
try, but to call to the attention of those farm- 
ers who are struggling on mortgaged farms, 
each year growing crops of which the world 
has a surplus, that the farmers of the United 
States can supply the people of the nation with 
sugar and keep $100,000,000 of hard-earned 
money at home. I also wish to wake up the 
Southern people to the fact that they are neg- 
lecting a great industry ; that less cotton and 
more sugar cane should be the rule. Sugar 
cane being as easily grown as corn, the South, 
with its cane fields, can be far more thrifty and 
prosperous in the sugar industry than if busy 
in making crops of which the world has an 
overplus, and usually producing those crops 
upon mortgaged farms. 

Florida can produce cane sugar; its mort- 
gaged indebtedness is $40 per capita, New 
York State can raise beet sugar; it is the 
great Empire State ; it is an empire of mort- 
gages, having a mortgage indebtedness of 
$268 per capita^ or 42 per cent, of its assess- 
ment. The least mortgages are in the South. 

In cane versus beet sugar the verdict must 
be for cane, as any one who is a grower of 
cane, on either a mortgaged or an unmortgaged 
soil, can grow and manufacture sugar on un- 
mortgaged land in Dixie. 

The industry should be encouraged both 



North and South, as the thrifty farmer will 
find it a mortgage lifter and a maker of home 
comfort. Peter Frindle. 

Avon Park, Fla, 

We think our correBpondent is a little 
off in his estimates' as to Florida cane 
culture in particular, and as to the 
sugar industry generally. While we 
believe Florida can make an immense 
amount of cane sugar and will do it in 
the course of time, still she has not 
developed the industry as we had hoped 
when the Disston Company began its 
8Ufz:ar work at St. Cloud. The sugar 
industry, cane or beet, offers no royal 
road to wealth, but demands plain hard 
worli: and lots of it, to make it a success. 
American pluck, skill and ingenuity 
seem now to be solving the American 
home-grown sugar problem, in which the 
cane and the beet will be the chief fac- 
tors, and Louisiana, Texas and Florida 
the chief cane sugar producers. We 
shall welcome Florida into our trinity 
of cane producers, but she must not 
deceive herself with expectations of 
thirty-ton average crops of sugar cane 
from Florida soils. — Editor Louisiana 
Planter. 

The British West Indies 160 Years 
Ago. 

There has been recently found in the 
correspondence of the Travers family, 
the members of which have been mer- 
chandising in London for some two 
centuries, a quaint letter describing life 
in Antigua in 1738. Antigua had long 
been noted as a sugar producing island , 
and quite a fraction of our sugar litera- 
ture had its origin there. About a half 
a century ago Mr. Thomas Kerr, a sugar 
planter of Antigua, wrote ** A Practical 
Treatise on the Cultivation of the Sugar 
Cane and the Manufacture of Sugar. ^' 
It was an excellent little handbook, and 
will be found in many sugar plantation 
libraries now. It is only five years since 
Professor Francis Watts, government 
chemist of Antigua, wrote** An Intro- 
ductory Manual for Sugar Growers,'^ 
in which he discusses the sugar industry 
along modern lines. One hundred and 
sixty years ago sugar was produced in 
Antigua under the old slave regime. 
The following letter, taken from the 
Ixyiidon Produce Markets Review , gives an 
account of Antigua and of the sugar in- 
dustry under conditions that seem very 
singular in these modern days. Mr. 
Wm. Smith, the writer, says: 



Mt Dear Sister-— I am obliged with your 
favor of the 18th May, for which return my 
thanks. As yon hope, bo I can say by this 
time I am pretty well reconciled to the heat of 
the climate, for nature has been kind in the 
forming of a temper disposed to suit Itself to 
any clime or state in life, and that which at 
first entrance is tedious and irksome by little 
use often becomes agreeable, and as this dis- 
position of body is equally favorable to a good 
or evil habit; (give me leave to infer that) 
herein lies the great work of reason to direct 
us in the choice of, and here is required our 
strictest good. For one step beyond the 
boimds of right and the fitness of things is 
one step down a precipice, which must require 
some pains to. recover, if we escape without 
injury. So much for moralizing. 

I don^t wonder, sister, at your imagining 
that each dny here affords some pleasing va- 
riety. I expected myself much more than I 
have found, and this error must proceed from 
a want of knowledge of the world, of which 
though the different parts are by nature 
formed to yield more or less pleasure and 
satisfaction to the inhabitants, yet every 
person by considering the state of his own 
country, and the accounts given of others, 
may form a good judgment how far they 
abound or are wanting in the common pleas- 
ures of life, and on comparison believe few 
will be found to exceed or equal England 
or the Isle of Wight duly weighing all the 
good and evil circumstances on both sides. 
Consider; the far greater number of people 
in any country, have fixed habitations; 
of all ranks and degrees. As to our 
nobles, what subjects in the world can 
support a greater grandeur and the magni- 
ficence from their own private estates; who 
can compare with our commons for abundant 
possessions and privileges, and where are 
the poor and disabled better provided for and 
taken care of. No country in the world enjoys 
such extensive liberty ; and whose property is 
so secure. Our clime Is a happy temperature 
of warm and cold without extremity; and la 
not without most agreeable variety of seasons. 
To Its fertility many parts of Europe are 
obliged for their daity bread; nor is there a 
thing wanting In it necessary to health or rec- 
reation; and to crown all Provldenoe has 
divided us far off from our enemies, and bid 
the raging sea to be oiu* sure defence. But 
still you fancy there must arise a continued 
scene of pleasing variety from the sight of 
foreign countries and people. Yet It is ac- 
knowledged by all who have experienced that 
^tis a pleasure which soon palls on the appe- 
tite and grows Insipid, ^ mixed with many 
troubles and Inconveniences and often dearly 
purchased. 

I shall now proceed to give you a short de- 
scription of this Island and Its inhabitants, by 
which jou may partly judge what manner of 
life we lead here. The situation of Antigua, 
distance from the continent and the other isl- 
ands you will find by the map. It is from east to 
west about twenty miles, aud about twelve from 
north to south ; very mountainous and rocky^ 
On the mountains are several sorts of woods, 
very serviceable In building; they are In many 
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parts cleared for large spaces of ground ; and 
there are many on whose tops never any white 
people were, being covered with woods, briars 
and rocks, and in these the runaway negroes 
chiefly inhabit. The soil is partly clay, black 
loose earth and some chalk hills, of which but 
few, the whole island almost planted with 
sugar cane, and very little pasture. On the 
the west end is the harbor of St. John and the 
town at the bottom of the harbor. It stands 
on as much ground as Newport, very regularly 
laid out, but not so closely built; the houses 
(except a very few new ones) built of all wood 
covered with shingles, and in general only one 
floor and no chimney ; from January to August 
there are many ships here which animates the 
country, but at other times believe it must be 
very dull. They reckon on the island about 1200 
men able to bear arms, and the negroes in all 
about 27,000; so you may imagine iiow many 
black people are seen to one white. The black 
men and women go almost naked and the 
young children quite so. In every family there 
are more black servants than white people; 
and in the plantations of hundreds of negroes 
there is not generally more than two white 
men — the master and the overseer. 

You will therefore think it necessary that 
the strictest discipline should be kept over the 
negroes for security of the whites, who indeed 
seldom excuse any faults in their slaves. I 
can not give you now. a particular account of 
the manner of life and the business of a slave 
here; twill take up too much room. Perhaps 
I may at another time; but must say I think 
they are the most miserable people on earth, 
and that to be a freebom subject is the greatest 
blessing in this life. But to proceed, there 
are besides St. Johns, two or three small towns 
in different parts of the island which I have 
never yet seen. The inhabitants consist chiefly 
of planters, who live in the country ; the town 
is inhabited by some resident merchants, 
shopkeepers and handicraft people, and many 
* taverns or eating houses for the entertainment 
of transient people who come hither with 
cargoes of goods from Great Britain, Ireland 
and the northern colonies in the crop time, 
and return home with sugars, rum, cotton and 
ginger, which are the only produce of this 
island. From these the people are supplied 
with all necessaries. The northern colonies 
furnish them with timber and boards for 
building; staves and hoops to make their 
casks for the sugar and rum ; flour for bread, 
and some provisions, such as beef, pork and 
herrings and salt flsh, and also horses for 
their works. From Ireland they receive large 
quantities of provisions, butter and some Irish 
linens, and from Great Britain all sorts of dry 
goods. The island itself produces more fresh 
provisions than the others near it, and suffi- 
cient to supply the better sort of people very 
well; the beef is but indifferent; veal, mutton 
and lamb very good; kid is so common here; 
the poultry in every kind very flne, and plenty 
of flne flsh. The common produce of the 
kitchen garden, salleting and cucumber, very 
good, and at all times of the year. Plenty of 
flne roots, and potatoes of many different 
sorts. Sundry pretty fruits, besides muskmel- 
on, oranges, lemons, limes ; and that excellent 



fruit, the pineapple, which is very rich and 
delicious. Madeira wine and water the com- 
mon drink, though many, especially the mid- 
dling people, use punch. 

After this account you will say we have no 
reason to complain for want of good eating 
and drinking. Perhaps you may expect I 
should say something of the water, therefore 
shall conflrm the common opinion that this is 
an island without water— that is, without 
water fit to drink; there are some small 
springs, which are all, more or less, brackish ; 
though the negroes in great droughts have 
been obliged to drink some of them, and others 
have been forced to distill the water to make 
it drinkable for their negroes. There is not 
properly, a river in the island, but some small 
gutts, supplied by a few springs and the rain 
washing from the mountains. Several large 
ponds are made at the public expense to re- 
ceive the rain water, and most gentlemen have 
cisterns, which water run through a stone is 
very flne and pleasant, and what alone we 
have to drink. But all our care and art will 
not make the climate so agreeable, nor remove 
several inconveniences attending it. The length 
of days throughout the year differ not much ; 
the sun rises soon after daybreak, and night 
comes on as soon after its setting, so 'that we 
are scorching all day; and was it not, indeed, 
for the fresh breezes we have constantly, from 
about 9 o^clock to 4 or 5 o^clock in the after- 
noon, it would be impossible to live here long. 
The evenings are frequently cool, and would 
be pleasant were it not infested with numbers 
of mosquitoes and merrywings, which are an 
inveterate enemy to any ease or peace; their 
sting is very troublesome and teasing, as well 
as painful ; with strangers^ blood they make 
great havoc, but after two or three months, 
they are more tolerable ; we sleep under pa- 
vilions, for no place is free from them, but in 
the morning, after the sun rises, they retire to 
holes in the earth and the wobds, near the 
water and lowlands. Great numbers of lizards 
and snakes in all parts, whose singing with the 
crickets and grasshoppers sounds in the night 
like the bells of a large string of pack- 
horses. Her^ are spiders of a very large 
size, and 10,000 other disagreeable Insects. 
Land crabs in great numbers, which burrow 
in the earth ; of these the negroes eat plenti- 
fully ; and the black crat>s, a particular sort, 
are accounted a dainty dish among the whites. 

Thus I have given you a rude and imperfect 
description of the Island of Antigua, and what 
is here said may be generally applied to the 
other islands. It may afford you conversation 
for half an hour and be some little amusement. 
I have already spun this to an immoderate 
length, and can only tell you I am much 
mended in my health, and to hear of all your 
welfare is the great desire and the greatest 
pleasure to be communicated to your affec- 
tionate Wm. Smith. 



The Philippine Islands. 

Tlj^fg Is probably no better informed man in 
the |, ued States about the condition and 
re^Q fl of the Philippine Islands than Mr. 
^» lis^^ld©'' ^® secretary of the National 
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Geographic Society. And, by the way, there 
is more than the customary amount of mis- 
information 'current on this subject. For in- 
stance, our consul at Manila, in a recent report 
to the State Department, is quoted as saying 
that ^^ the Island of Luzon, on which the eity 
of Manila is situated, is larger than New York 
or Massachusetts; ^^ and that ^*an idea df the 
extent of the I^hilippines tnay be formed when 
it is stated that the six New England States, 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland and Dela- 
ware, have 10 per cent, less area." In point 
of fact, the island of Luzon has an area of less 
than 41,000 square miles, or 7,000 square miles 
under the area of New York, and so far from 
the combined area of the islands being in ex- 
cess of that of the six New England States, 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland and Dela- 
ware, it is in reality 12,544 square miles less. 
In Mr. John Foreman*6 book on the Philippine 
Islands, their total area is given at 62,600 
square miles. To be accurate, the combined 
land area of these islands is at least 114,366 
square miles, or about equal to the combined 
area of New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. Again, there 
comes from San Francisco a statement from a 
gentleman just returned from a residence in 
the Philippines to the effect that the poll tax 
annually levied by Spain on the natives is 
equal to $18 on each male and $14 on each 
female Inhabitant. As the average earnings 
of these people do not exceed 5 cents per day, 
and as holidays are numerous, the impossi- 
bility of pajring such an impost is sufficiently 
obvious. As a matter of fact the Philippine 
head tax does not exceed $2 of our money, 
though, considering the ability of the people to 
pay it, the statement may safely be hazarded 
that it is quite as oppressive as one of $80 a 
head would be here. 

Mr. Hilder is diecidedly of the opinion that 
no such prize as the Philippine Archipelago 
has fallen Into the hands of any nation since 
England acquired Bnrmah. He thinks that to 
Sell it with all its vast opportunities and in- 
comparable location for commerce to any other 
nation, or even to release it for a cash indem- 
nity, would be an act of gross folly. He points 
out that a glance at the map of Asia will con- 
vince any intelligent observer of the wonder- 
ful natural position of these islands for,attract- 
ing and controlling a large share of the com- 
merce of the East. A few hundred miles to 
the north are the ports of China, with all the 
possibilities opening up of the enormous mar- 
ket of that ancient empire; still nearer is the 
Island of Formosa, now in possession of the 
progressive Japanese, and to the northwest i» 
the island empire of these Yankees of the 
East. To the southwest lie the British settle- 
ment on the island of Borneo, the great com- 
mercial city of Singapore, and the Dutch 
islands of Sumatra and Java; while to the 
southwest and south lie the islands of the 
Eastern Archipelago— New Guinea and the 
continental island of Australia. What better 
centre and emporium, asks Mr. Hilder, could 
be desired as a point of distribution for our 
manufactures and for the assemblage and re- 
turn of the products of the East? He regards 
Manila as holding from its position the key to 
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the EaBtem ocean as eofiphatically as Havana 
does the key to Uie Carlbhean sea. 

As a resident of several years in the Phillip- 
pine Arcbipelago, engai^^d in a business which 
required frequent journeys into the interior, 
Mr. Hilder is a competent witness as to the 
latent wealth of the mines and forests of these 
Islands. He enumerates ebony, cedar and log- 
wood all existing in profuse abundance, in 
addition to the ever-present cocoanut palm, 
which supplies &o many of the natives' wants, 
and he insists that camphor can be had in the 
Philippines as readily as in Formosa. All the 
tropical fruits flourish there— the orange, the 
mango, tamarind and guava. Mr. Hilder 
points out that the most important vegetable 
product of the Philippines, which is known as 
Manila hemp (native Abaca), has really no 
relation to the hemp plant, but is the fibre of 
the stalk of a species of banana or plantain 
(musa textilis) . Gold unquestionably exists in 
the Philippines, but the search for it has been 
discouraged by the Spaniards, who were de- 
cidedly adverse to having the secrets of the 
mosthighlv prized of their possessions laid 
bare through the rush that would attend the 
discovery of gold mines. There is no question 
of the existence of large deposits of copper, 
and equally none as to the presence of iron ore 
and bituminous coal beds, extending, in two 
oa^es at least, from island to island under the 
sea^ The methods employed, to extract sugar 
in the Philippines are of the most primitive 
character, the pressing being done by hand, or 
at most by the aid of a mule, and the synip 
boiled in an open pot. Of the centrifugal pro- 
cess of refining the Manila planter knows or at 
least practises nothing. The value <^f 3}^ 
cents per pound placed by Consul Williams on 
Manila sugars, as the average value of the last 
ten years, is therefore absurdly in excess of the 
true range of price for this kind of product. 
But even more than in Cuba has nature been 
bountiful in the Philippines to the sugar 
planter. Mr. Hilder says that he has seen 
fields of sugar cane which had not been re- 
planted in twenty years still yielding a product 
of satisfactory sacchaarine richness. The 
coffee of the Philippines, though hardly 
known outside of Spain, occupies a very high 
place, and the socalled Manila tobacco has the 
same vogue east of the Gape of Good Hope 
that the Havana product has west of it. The 
manufacture of cigars in the islands is a gov- 
ernment monopoly, the chief factory being in 
Binondo, the commercial suburb of Manila, in 
which 9000 young 'women and girls are em- 
ployed. ^ 

The two special advantages which give 
Manila its commercial importance are its 
magnificent bay in front — an expanse of deep 
water 120 miles in circumference— and the 
lake of the bay (Laguna de Bayo) behind it— 
a shallow lagoon navigable by small vessels 
which, through the river Pasig, renders easily 
accessible a considerable stretch of the interior 
of the Island of Luzon. When it is remem- 
bered that there are absolutely no roads in the 
interior of these islands, and that railways are 
practically non-existent, the importance of 
such a water highway in contributing to the 
commerce of Manila will be readily under- 



stood. Though Spain has had the islands for 
800 years, no accurate survey has ever been 
made of any of them, and the interior of the 
largest of them is still unexplored. The pos- 
sibilities open to American enterprise here are 
thus almost indetinite. The commercial class 
is at present largely composed of Chinese and 
Chinese half-breeds. Throughout the islands, 
or at least in all the larger towns and cities, 
the bulk of the retail trade, as well as banking 
and money-lending, is in Chinese hands, and 
there are in the Philippines many Chinamen 
of considerable wealth. The islands are di- 
vided into provinces subject either to politico- 
military governors or alcades mayores, who 
are generally civilians. Spanish ingenuity has 
been chiefly exercised in the imposition and 
collection of taxes, and woe be to thef unhappy 
native who fails to meet the demands of the 
tax-gatherer. He is arrested and imprisoned 
or deported to a penal settlement, and his 
family, if he has one, is left to shift for 
itself. In Mr. Hilder 's opinion, we shall have 
no dif^culty in giving the Philippines a good, 
just and strong government, and in securing 
the peaceful submission of the people. He 
maintains that under the Stars and Stripes 
Manila will become one of the greatest empor- 
iums of the world's commerce^— i^. T. Journal 
Commerced 



The Philippfne Ulands. 

During the last few days attention has been 
directed toward the Philippine islands, the 
objective point of the United States Asiatic 
squadron, which sailed from Hong Kong on 
April 27, to engage the Spanish fleet. The 
Philippine islands are an archipelago south- 
east of Asia. They extend almost due north 
from Formosa to Borneo, and they separate 
the South China Sea from the Pacific Ocean. 
The number of islands in the Philippines is var- 
iously estimated from 1200 to 1400, and it was 
not until the last few years that some of the 
larger islands were explored sufiiciently 
to enable their areas to be accurately com- 
puted. According to Domanns^ map (1882) 
the area of the Islands was 111,356 square miles. 
The two largest islands are Luzon (area 40,- 
024) and Mindanao. Their aggregate area is 
62,650 square miles. 

The islands were discovered by Magellan in 
1521, and Manila, the capital, was founded by 
Legaspi in 1571, and since that time they have 
been under the dominion of Spain. Their 
conquest and retention was in marked con- 
trast to the usual Spanish methods of deal- 
ing with conquered people— methods of which 
Cortez and Pizarro are the chief exponents. 
Legaspi with six Augustinians and a handful 
of soldiers accomplished the wonderful work of 
conquest. Without greed for gold and with- 
out any exhibition of cruelty or persecution, 
these devoted men labored among the docile 
people until they won their confidence, so that 
the islands were seized with little bloodshed 
and no massacre or depopulation. The name 
*'Iles Filipas" was given by Legaspi in 1567. 
Contests with frontier rebellious tribes, attacks 
by pirates, earthquakes, and typhoons serve to 
break up the monotony of an otherwise un- 
eventful history. 



Manila was Captured by the English under 
Draper and Cornish in 1762, and ransomed for 
$5,000,000, but was restored in 1764. The pres- 
ent insurrections in the islands were put down 
with an iron hand and many atrocities were 
committed, so that it is little wonder that 
many of the inhabitants look upon the arrival 
of the Americans as a deliverance. 

While none of the islands have very high 
mountains (the highest, Apo, in Mindanao, 
being over 9000 feet) still all the islands may 
be described in general as mountainous and 
hilly. Volcanic forces have had a large share 
in shaping the archipelago, but few of the 
peaks are now volcanic. In 1814 a terrible 
eruption destroyed 12,000 people at Camalig, 
Budiao, Albay, Guinobotan and Daraga. In 
1867 the same district was visited with another 
eruption. The Philippines are also notorious 
for terrible typhoons. In 1876 one of the 
storms burst over Luzon, pouring down the 
sides of the motintain May on, bringing de- 
struction to a number of cities, completely 
ruining 6000 houses. Typhoons on the coast 
are also common. The third grjeat evil to 
which the islands are treated are the earth- 
quakes, which visit them so frequently that 
they affect the style adopted in the erection of 
buildings. The most violent earthquake oc- 
curred in 1880, destroying an immense amount 
of property, including the cathedral. 

The Philippine Islands are peculiar in hav- 
ing three seasons— a cold, a hot and a wet. 
The first extends from November to February 
or March. The winds are northerly, and 
woolen clothing and a fire are desirable; the 
sky is clear and the air bracing, and Europeans 
in this strange clime consider it the pleasantest 
time of the year. The hot season lasts from 
March to June, and the heat becomes oppressive 
and thunder storms of terrific violence are fre- 
quent. During July, August, September and 
October the rain comes down in torrents and 
large tracts of the lower country are fiooded« 
The population of the Philippines is 7,670,000, 
the capital, Manila, having 154,062 inhabit- 
ants. There is a small Spanish resident pop- 
ulation and about 100,000 ' Chinese, in whose 
hands are the principal industries. The na- 
tive inhabitants are mostly of the Malayan 
race. The government is administered by a 
governor general and a captain general, and 
the forty -three provinces are ruled by govern- 
ors, alcades or commandants, according to 
their importance or position. The estimated 
revenue of the islands in ^894-95 was $13,500,- 
000 and the expediture $13,200,000. There is 
an export duty on tobacco, and nearly every 
article imported is taxed. The chief products 
are sugar, hemp, coffee and indigo, and there 
are large coal fields which are now opened, so 
that it is expected that 5000 tons of coal per 
month may be mmed. The imports in 1896 
were about $12,000,000 and the exports $20,- 
500,000. There are 70 miles of railway on the 
Islands and 720 miles of telegraph. 

Manila lies on the western side of the island 
of Luzon, and is about 500 miles from Hong- 
Kong. It has one of the most spacious and 
beautiful harbors in the world. The shores 
are low and inland can be seen the outline of 
mountains. The city of Manila resembles a 
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dilapidated fortress surrounded by stone walls 
800 years old. There is also a wide, shallow 
moat. The gates are never closed, and it is 
doubtful if the city could make any defense. 
There is also an old fort. Several creeks 
branch off from the landlocked bay and afford 
a means of communication with the suburbs. 

These creeks are crossed by innumerable 
bridges, and canoes thread their way through 
these narrow waterways which sooiewhat re- 
semble a tropical Venice. Around the walls 
and the edge of the bay is a fashionable drive, 
lined with almond trees. It is here that the 
well-to-do inhabitants walk, drive and meet 
their friends. Of nearly 300,000 people in the 
province there are not more than 5,000 Span- 
iards. One of the most curious sights to the 
traveler who comes from China are the large 
two- wheel drays drawn, by so-called .water 
buffaloes. They are guided by a ring through 
their nose to which is attached a cord leading 
back to the driver, who either mounts on his 
back or rides on the shafts. The weight of the 
load is borne on the neck by means of a yoke. 
The t>easts are docile, and their chief delight 
seems to be to wallow in the mud or to sub- 
merge themselves so that only the nose is out 
of the water. The water buffalo U particularly 
valuable to the inhabitants as a beast of bur- 
den, as it can drag a plow and can walk while 
knee deep in mud. The milk of the female is 
very generally used instead of cow^s milk, but 
its meat is unfit for food. 

In the two best streets of Manila there are 
excellent stores in which goods of all kinds 
can be purchased at moderate prices, many of 
the merchants beipg Chinese. The churches 
must have been imposing buildings years ago 
before they were shaken and In some cases 
wrecked by earthquakes. They contain no 
works of art of any value. The inhabitants are 
very faithful to their church and the archbishop 
possesses almost unlimited influence with the 
inhabitants. It had often been said, if the 
priests were taken away, the natives would be 
ungovernable. The dwelling houses in Manila 
are constructed with a view of shutting out the 
intense heat of the summer. The houses are 
rarely more than two stories in height, owing 
to the ravages of earthquakes. Glass is of 
course unknown, as the earthquakes would 
shiver every pane. There is coal in abundance 
in the Philippine Islands, as already stated, 
and the streets of Manila would undoubtedly 
be lighted with coal gas if it were not for the 
fact that gas pipes would be destroyed in the 
unstable soil. Of course, accidents are of fre- 
quent occurrence with kerosene, but as the 
natives^ houses are very inexpensive, their loss 
by fire is very easily made good. 

Strange to say, life in the old city does not 
present many points of interest to the traveler, 
for the streets are narrow and the houses solid 
and gloomy. It is a marked contrast to the 
business-like cities of South America. The 
Spaniards bom in the Iberian peninsula look 
down upon those bom in the islands, so that 
class distinctions are very closely drawn. 

This has resulted in the failure to make 
political combinations. Hatred and jealousy 
of the foreigners are carried to extreme limits, 
the Chinese coming in for a large share of 



their disfavor. The theatres are poor, con- 
certs are rare, and there is no library, and 
their amusements are mostly limited to hear- 
ing the bands play, attending balls on Sun- 
days and cock fights. The cockpits are 
licensed by the government, and though the 
betting is limited by law, the citizens will not 
hold it. The revenues of the island are fur- 
nished by direct taxes on every Indian, half- 
breed and Chinese, and the export duties have 
already been referred to. 

The dress of the natives is exceedingly pic- 
turesque, and is never adopted by the Spanish. 
Cigar makers in and around the city of Manila 
number 22,000, and they are all girls and 
women, with the exception of 1506 men. They 
present a picturesque appearance with their 
native costume and huge hats, intended to 
protect them from the rays of the sun. They 
make their cigars squatting on their heels or 
sitting on bamboo stools two Inches high. 
They frequently come from considerable dis- 
tances, go back and forth in boats. Tobacco 
has always been and probably will continue to 
be the most important product of the Philip- 
pines; and, according to the old laws, the 
Indians were compelled to raise tobacco in 
certain refi:ions which were not adapted to 
growing it, even to the exclusion of other 
crops, but in 1883 the laws were repealed and 
the result was the securing of finer tobacco 
and better cigars, for they are now made at a 
high rate. The wants of the natives are few 
and are easily supplied. They live along the 
banks of the rivers in huts made of bamboo 
and cane, thatched with palm leaves. Some 
of the views in the suburbs of Manila are 
enchanting.— iS^cienr(/fc American. 



The Situation in Sulphur. 

Perhaps no article of commerce is being 
affected more by the present war than sulphur. 
As is well known this commodity has been 
made contraband, and as almost the entire 
supply used in this country comes from abroad 
it will be readily seen that placing an embargo 
upon it not only affects the importers and re- 
finers of sulphur, but the paper, match and 
other trades using the article in their manu- 
factures. 

Stocks of best seconds are now practically 
out of the importers^ hands. Crude seconds 
were quoted on April 1 at $22 to $22 50 per ton, 
and on April 30 they were quoted at $38 nom- 
inal. The price to the newspaper mills was 
$1.60 per cwt. last March, and last Saturday it 
was quoted at $2.25 per cwt. These figures 
give some idea of the rapid rise in price of 
this article caused by the prospect of the sup- 
ply being cut off. 

An importer, when questioned as to the situ- 
ation, said : " Italy enjoys a large income from 
the export duty on sulphur. The Italian gov- 
ernment made an effort to have sulphur taken 
off the contraband list, the argument to be 
used for such action that where about 100,000 
tons are imported by the United States yearly, 
not more than 3000 tons are used in the manu- 
facture of gunpowder. 

** Sulphur comes from Sicily and Japan, 
principally from Sicily. It is loaded there in 
British ships and is bought by Importers here 



through a British syndicate in London, ^ich 
syndicate will also use its influence to have 
the embargo against the article raised. Three 
ships have recently arrived with consignments 
to local Importers. They are the March, with 
1050 tons ; the Hesperia, with 1000 tons; and 
the Istria, with 1500 tons. The Italian govern- 
ment enjoys a practical monopoly of the trade. 
The Standard Oil Company obtains some from 
its borings in Louisiana, and there was at one 
time an effort to obtain sulphur from pyrites 
by a redemption process. A company was or- 
ganized to carry on operations in the nortliem 
part of this Stote, but 1 liave not heard much 
about it of late.^' 

The paper trade is considerably agitated over 
the situation, as it is estimated ihat at the 
most the mills have not more than two months' 
supply ahead, and while the demand for paper, 
particularly news, has largely increased witliin 
the past few months paper manufactturers see 
the possibility ahead of their being obliged to 
close their mills for lack of sulphur with 
which to make sulphite fibre. 

Mr. C. U. Ballard, repVesentlng S. Walton A 
Co., paper manufacturers, when questioned as 
to the outlook, said: ^' The consumption of 
sulphur in the United States for making sul- 
phite fibre is about 225 tons per day, or nearly 
70,000 tons yearly, out of the total imports re- 
ported as 108,000 for the year 1897. Three 
hundred to four hundred tons of sulphur is re- 
quired to manufacture each ton of sulphite 
fibre. Of the latter the daily production of 
this country is about 1500 tons, all of which is 
used in manufacturing paper. For some years 
past it has largely superseded every other fibre 
for making printing and wrat^plng papers. 
The latter are colored yellow and are known 
as manlla paper, taking the place of paper 
formerly made of jute. . 

'' Ordinary news paper has about 20 per 
cent, of sulphite fibre, and wrapping papers 
from 10 to 100 per cent. What Ls known com- 
mercially as wood pulp has no fibre and is 
merely a filler. It is made by grinding logB 
of wood on grindstones and is then ready for 
the paper machine. 

'*• A certain amount of fibre manufactured by 
the eoda process is made In this country, but 
not enough is obtainable to provide a substi- 
tute in case a large part of the sulphite fibre 
production was suspended. The principal 
soda fibre plant is in Johnsonbnrg, Pa. Sul- 
phite fibre is produced most extensively in an 
enormous plant at Piedmont, W. Ya., and is 
also one of the principal industries of the State 
of Maine. There are many such plants in the 
Adirondack region of this State, and at othpr 
points where wood is cheap and transporta- 
tion facilities provided to make the fibre. < ' - 

" Cables received yesterday contained the 
information that two steamers about to leave 
Sicily with cargoes of sulphur have just been 
unloaded by order of the Italian government. 
The arrivals here are usually heaviest In the 
spring months. Since the destruction of the 
Maine the demand for news paper has in^ 
creased until it is now about slx^ tons per 
day more than the utmost capacity of the 
mills, and the latter are said to be running 
Sundays as well as twenty-four hodrs per day 
during the we6k."— i^T. T, Journal of Con^x- 
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Sugar. 

The local sugar market was steady at 
the close of the week. A fair demand 
prevailed and receipts from plantations 
were good for this season of the year. 



Molasses. 

No open kettle goods in first hands. 
Centrifugals easy. 



Rice. 

The rice market was dull at the end of 
the week, with practically no arrivals of 
rough and but small offerings of clean 
rice. 



Glucose Rebates Abolished. 

Advices have been received in ttiis city from 
the head office of the Glucose Sugar Refining 
Company at Chicago that the rebate system 
will be abolished and that sales of glucose 
will hereafter be made at net prices. Follow- 
ing is an exact copy of the notice : 

" Taking effect Monday, June 6, the rebate 
system will be abolished. All goods will be 
gold without rebate. All rebates will be re- 
funded to those who are entitled to them at 
once." 

At the New York office of the company no 
explanation could be obtained regarding the 
reasons for the change. Mr. £. C. Wemple, 
the company ^s representative here, stated that 
all the information he had received was that 
the rebate system had been abolished and that 
glucose would hereafter be sold at net prices. 

The announcement by the trust marks the 
end of a movement to force all buyers to agree 
not to purchase from outsiders. Following is 
the text of the agreement that the trust's cus- 
tomers were asked to sign : 

'^Subject to the conditions named herein 
and for the' purpose of securing the continuous 
patronage of the withln-named purchaser and 
successors and assigns of the same for its 
product the Glucose Sugar Refining Company 
az months from the date of this purchase 
voucher will pay to Blank Brothers of Chicago 
$150, beln|^ a r^dbato of ^^c. per pound on 



60,000 pounds of the Glucose Sugar Refining 
Company *6 product purchased this day. 

'* This voucher will be valid and payable 
only on condition that the above-named pur- 
chaser, the succesKors and assigns of the same, 
from the date of the voucher to the time of its 
payment, shall have bought their supply of 
such kinds of goods as are produced by the 
Glucose Sugar Refining Company from said 
company exclusively, and shall haye also sub- 
scribed to the certificate on the back hereof.'^ 

The rebate system went into operation on 
September 27 last, and caused much feeling 
among the local mixers. Several of the largest 
mixers in the city promptly announced that 
they would refuse to sign, and as a matter of 
fact, they maintained this position, although 
some of them were compelled to purchase 
from the trust through third parties, as the 
outside manufacturers could not produce suf- 
ficient to supply the demand from this source. 
This situation will soon be changed, as a large 
rival— the American Glucose Company— will, 
it is expected, open its first plant, at Waukegan, 
111., in August. Mr. Thos. A. Mclntyre, who 
is a director in the new company, said yester- 
day that the plant would be in operatiom 
within three months. This plant will have a 
capacity of 16,000 to 17,000 bushels com daily. 
Aside from this the only opposition that the 
trust has in sight is the Chas. Pope Company, 
with factories at Geneva and Venice, III., and 
the National Starch Company, at Glen Cove, 
L. I. As a rule, the idea of the trade in regard 
to the removal of the restriction in regard to 
buying Is, that the ^^ trust desires to get the 
trade in good humor in view of the approach- 
ing competition.^^ 

THE TRUST INCREASING ITS SYRUP MIXING 
BUSINESS. 

There are, however, members of the trade 
who regard the trust's action in a much more 
serious light. The trust, they assert, has re- 
cently converted one of its Chicago plants into 
a mixing establishment, and proposes a large 
increase in its system of mixing syrup and dis- 
tributing it on a comprehensive scale by means 
of tank cars. The mixers in question claim 
that this plan of distribution means, sooner or 
later, the absolute control of the domestic 
syrup business. Agents, they claim, will be 
appointed to represent the trust at large and 



small centres, and grocers and others will be 
appointed to purchase their syrup in bulk. 
For instance, several grocers of Utica will send 
orders ; these orders will be combined by the 
local ag^nt, and when the tank car arrives the 
mixed syrup will be delivered into the grocers^ 
own casks or other receptacles that they may 
desire to use. By such a method of distribu- 
tion the freight on the barrels or casks is saved 
in both directions. There is also an important 
item of saving in leakage account, which buy- 
ers at present have to pay. 

There has been a feeling among the local 
mixers that the rebate system has not been 
maintained and that favorites have been able 
at all times to purchase at net prices when 
they desired. 

The current net prices quoted by the trust 
and also by the. independent concerns are on 
the basis of $1.40 per 100 pounds for 41 deg. 
test. This represents no change from the re* 
bate price of $1.65, which was quoted last 
week. 

The capitalizatiou of the trust is $40,000,000, 
of which $26,000,000 is common and $14,000,000 
preferred stock. The companies included are 
the Chicago Sugar Refining Company, of 
Chicajfo; the Davenport Refining Company, 
of Davenport la.; the Flrmenich Glucose 
Company, of Chicago; the Peoria Glu- 
cose Company; the American Glucose Com- 
pany, of Peoria, 111., and the Rockford 
Glucose Company, of Rockford, El. The 
trust is incorporated under the laws of 
the State of New Jersey The certificate 
of organization says the object of the com"* 
pany is to manufacture and deal in com and 
all of its products and by-products, together 
with all preparations and mixtures made 
directly or Indirectly from com. 

The Glucose Sugar Refining Company hat 
given notice to lis customers that beginning to- 
day it will give up the rebate system, by 
which its customers^ money, to the ex* 
tent of twenty- five cents a hundred pounds, 
was held by the company six months to ensure 
compliance with the trust^s requirements. The 
amount thus held was enormous, reaching at 
some times $1,000,000. Hereafter a flat price 
is to be quoted to the jobbers.— iV. T, Journal 
of Cammerce. 



Digitized by 



Google 



416 



THE LOOISIANA PLANTER AND SUGAB MANUFACTUEEE- 



fVol. XX No. 26. 



WANTS. 



W9 wtll pubttsh la thte oolomn, lr«e ot duuie niitll 
vfthcr notice, the eppUcatioiit of aU maaagen, over- 
oefB, engtoeen and ragar makera, and otheit who may 
be teeklm poeitlone in the conntrv. and also tlM wants 
<ti planters desiring to employ any of these. 



WANTED — POSITION AS PLANTATION 
cook. Address JAMBS WALDRON, ias7 De- 
catur street. New Orleans. 6-ai^ 



WANTBD— A SITUATION BY A COMPETENT 
man as darifler on some large plantation for sea- 
son of iS^; csn famish good references as to ability; 
would also accept oosition as cane shed boss or cane 
weigher. Address L. H. HINCKLEY, Charenton, La. 

6*aoQ8 



WANTBD-BY A YOUNG MARRIED MAN. A 
position as hostler on a sugar plantation; under- 
stands the care of horses and tn«ir sickness; best of 
references furnished. Address EX, 1301 Cambronne 
street, oeventh District, New Orleans, La. 7-33-98 



house, having been an overveer for sugar planiationlor 
a nuraber of years. Address L. J. B„ Bllendale,La. 
6.I3-98 



"WANTED— A POSITION BY A YOUNG LADY 
W ng governeis during the summer for young chil- 
dren in the country* near the city ; good references, easy 
terms. Address BOX 613, Station B, New Orleans. 



WANTED^A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
superintendent or chemist, by a man of long ex^ 
perieoce, with good references. Address D. * 
Valmont street, city. 



6iVj6 



WANTED-A POSITION AS VACUUM PAN 
sugar maker; ample references given. Address 
J. G., this office. 6-I3-98 



WANTED— SITUATION AS SUGAR BARREL 
cooper. Address A. CHAMETT, 3714 Second 
street. New Orleans. 6-15-98 



WANTED— A TRUSTWORTHY, COMPETENT 
man to take charge of boArding house under 
salary; must have experience and satisfactory relerences. 
Address C. P., this office. 6-15-98 



WANTED— AEMRICAN CHEMIST, as YEARS 
of age, graduate of Heidelberg University, Ger- 
many, thoroughly acquainted with the sugar industry, is 



looking for a position as sugar chemist. Uest reference*. 
Address B. G. HARTMAN, 118 S. Charles street. Belle- 
vUle, lUinois. 6-16^8. 



TirANTED— A POSITION AS ENGINEER TO DO 
^ * repsirs and take off the crop ; am strictly sober, a 
man ot family, and have had long experience; good 
references. Address P. H. ELLIOTT, 7a4 Fern street, 
New Orleans, La. 6 9*98 

WANTED— POSITION AS CHEMIST IN BEET 
or cane sugar house ; am 28 years of age, temper- 
ate and a bard worker: am competent lor the work; 
modest pay; can fumiih Schmidt & Harusch polari* 
scope, it wanted; good reference. Address CHEMI^sT* 
Box 175, Medicine Lodge, Kas. 6>8-9S. 



WANTED— BY GENTLEMAN WITH SMALL 
family, a position as book-keeper and manager in 
town or country store ; thoroughly experienced in office 
work and general business : best of references, and bond 
furnished, if required. Address MORTIMjBR, care 
Tk€ Ckuft Donaldsonville, La. 6 io>98 

TITANTED-A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER ON 
^ * a plantation for the coming season ; have had long 
experience with vacuum pan and open kettle sugar; can 
furnish best references. Address A. FREDERIC, ^it 
North Rampart street, New Orleans, La. 6-9-96 



WANTED-A COMPETENT. SOBER MAN DE- 
sires s position as sugar boiler ; understands his 
business; will give first-class references. AddreM G., 
1 137 Dauphine street, New Orleens. 6-7-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS STORE KEEPER, 
time keeper, or any clerical capacity, by a man of 
experience, who can furnish both country and city refer- 
ences. Address C. J. A., 1015 Race street. New Orleans. 

6.7-98 



ASSISTANT 
on a sugar 



WA N T E D— A POSITION AS 
engineer, and to do repairing 
plantation, by a man of experience in sugar house 
and foundry work. Address F. U. P., General De- 
livery, New Orleans, La. 6 S 9S 



WANTED— SITUATION BY A GRADUATE OF 
polytechnic academy: fourteen years' experience 
in beet sugar factories ; well versed in practical sugar 
manufacturing ; chemical control ; arrangement of sugar 
house ; beet culture, etc. : best of testimonials and re^r- 
ences given. Address C. D., 147 Green street, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 6-a-98 



WANTED— AT ONOE, TWO EXPERIENCED 
refinery sugar boilers for a refinery in this counUj. 
Only those with first-clsss references win apply to H. P., 
care Louisiana FLANTaa. 6-6 98 



WANTED— POSITION BY A YOUNG FRENCH 
engineer (civil graduate), twelve years' experi* 
ence in machinery, electricity, buildings; wants any kind 
of situation or job. Address H. B., Louisiana Planter. 

66-^ 



\V^ 



ANTED— A IX>OD MECHANIC TO REPRB- 
sent me In each sugar parish in the State for the 
sale and construction of my new automatic cane trans- 
fer. Address E. W. WILEY, Ja., Lecompte, La. 
6-e-98 



WANTED — A POSITION BY AN EXPERI- 
enced stigar maker for the coming crop; many 
years* experience; best of references given. Address 
ALBERT PBYRONNET, 1933 DnmsTne street. New 
Orleans, La. 6-a 98 



WANTED— A POSITION FOR COMING SUGAR 
crop as cane weigher, juice keeper or water tender, 
by a married man : best ot references. Address GEO. 
TASSIN, New Orleans, La. 5*38-98 



WANTBD-^A POSITION BY A COMPETENT 
vacuum-pan sugar maker to take off the crop dur- 
ing the next season; I can do my own claritvlng; 
•trictly temperate and reliable ; references furnished on 
application : would accept an assistsncy in a large crop. 
Address SUGAR MAKER, Lock Box so. Eagle Lake, 
Texas. 6-3-98 



WANTED— BY A MAN OF MANY TEARS* 
enerience. a situation as clarifier for vacuum 
pan, or sugar boiler and clarifier on open kettles, or 
open steam train ; the best of refwrencee given. Apply 
to B. MEYNARD, Chatenton P. O., St. Mary parUh, 
La. 6-(-98 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A YOUNG MAN 
with experience as clerk In a country or planu- 
tion store; has knowledge of book-keeping; good refer- 
ences. Address C. P. A., this office. 5-31 '98 



tlTANTED — POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
^^ sugar chemist of long experience, competent to 
take charge of aiiy department of sugar manufacture; 
excellent recommendations. Address CLEMENS 
DOMBS, 147 Green street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 5- 19-98 



WANTED— POSITION ON A SUGAR PL ANTA- 
tion as manager or assistant for winter; also 
next year if everything proves satisfactory; can come 
October 1 and bring 50 or too hands for grinding if 
wanted; have had much experience in planting and 
managing labor. Address K., Greensburg, St. Helena 
parish. La. 5-36-^ 



WANTED— A POSITION BY AN EX PERI - 
enced engineer and machinist, thoroughly la- 
miliar with all classes of sugar house and refinery 
machinery, and can furnish first-class references from 
employers for the past fifteen ye^rs. Address J. E., 5351 
Msgazine street. New Orleans. 5-04-95 



T17ANTED— A SUGAR OR MOLASSES BARREL 
v^ maker would like a position on a plantation, or In 
the city: can furnish references. Address LOUIS 
ROGERS, 3901 Bienville street, city. 5-31-98 



ANTED — A FIRST • CLASS ASSISTANT 
vacuum pan sugar maker: give references. 
Address, Lock Box 193, Patterson, La. 5-19-98 



W^ 



WANTED— A TECHNICAL, EDUCATED MAN, 
with three years' experience in Europe, and com- 
petent to conduct a beet sugar factory, wants any posi- 
tion where he can make himself useful. Address 
HOBROC, 46 Cabot street, BostoiT, Mass. 5-30-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS TRAMWAY EN- 
gineer. Address A. E. HUTCHINSON, 740 
Nashville avenue. New Orleans. 5-3CH98 

ANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR HOUSE 
engineer, for construction, repairs and general 
work. Satisfactory references as to ability and charac- 
ter. Address A. S. ARMSTRONG, loaO Jena street. 
New Orleans. 5.10 98. 

WANTED— A POSITION BY A FIRST-CLASS 
sugar-house and refinery engineer to do repairs 
and take off crop ; has fifteen years' experience. Ad- 
dress D. W. B.,No. 7S0 Valmont street. New Orleans, 
La. 5.3.98 



WANTED— BY A FIRST-CLASS MACHINIST 
^ * and engineer, fifteen years* experience in refineries 
and suaar houses; can give first-class reference. Ad- 
dress HENRY WESTON, 740 Poydras street. New 
Orleans, La. 4-26-98 



WANTED-BY A FIRST-CLASS OPEN KKT- 
tie, open pan and vacuum pan sugar maker, a 
position for this coming grindiiigseason; best of refer- 
ences can be given. Apply to FELIX SERPASSE, St. 
Bernard P. O., La. 4-37-98 



WANTED-ONE DOUBLE-EFFECT MAN, 
having ezperienee. Address SUGAR MAKER, 
care this office 4-16-98 



WANTED— POSITION AS WEIGHEK OR SIM- 
liar for coming season, by experienced man of 35I 
first-class recommendation; well posted on general 
office work ; also open for any kind of employment at 
once. Address B., care L. Schuster, merchant, Hohen 
Solms P. O., Ascension parish, La. 5 3-98 




sll letters will receive prompt attention. Address 
WILLIAM DBBTRICH, Hammond, La. 4-33-4B 

ANTED — A POSITION AS RAILROAD 
trackman on some plantation. Address E., St 
Bernard P. O., La. 5-10-9'^. 



W 



ANTED— A POSITION WITH A LARGE 
firm as assistant overseer or salesman. Good 
references furnished. Am sins^eand have good morals. 
Address Box s, Natchitoches, La. 4*30-q8 



V7> 



WANTED-dNB OF THE BEST REFINERY 
and sugar house engineers in the State is now open 
for an engajgement as chief engineer to construct, repair 
or run any large house in the United States or elsewhere. 
Address C. H. B., 1937 Cleveland street. New Orieans, 
La. 4-6^ 



WANTED— A POSITION AS CLERK OR As- 
sistant overseer, on sugar plantation; can give 
best of references as to ability and character. Address 
500, care PLANraa. 



W 



ANTED— A GOOD GARDENER AND YARD 

man. Must be sober, understand the raising of 
poultry and hogs and be a good milker. Address Mrs. 
). S. DARRAGH, Centerville, La. 4-5-98 

-fXTANTBD-^A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER 

^ ^ for the coming crop, by a man of long experience. I 
can furnish the best of references from my former em- 
ployers and will guarantee perfect satisfaction. Address 
i. R. 0., 1319 Magazine Street, New Orleans, La. 4-4-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS GOVERNESS IN 
the country near the city by a young lady ; good 
leferences and reasonable terms; small children pre- 
ferred. Address GOVERNESS, this office. 4-8-98. 



WANTED — A POSITION AS FIRST-CLASS 
^^ Painter; can give good references. Address soo, 
this office. 4.9 98. 



WANTED— A POSITION AS SUGAR MAKER: 
would like to take off a crop ; can furnish good 
reference; has had msny years' experience. Adoress 
GEO. CODE, Sr., No. 4730 Tchoupttoulas street. 

339^. 



IXTANTBD-A CARPENTER, WITH LARGE EX 
^* periencein heavy frsmlng snd sugar house work, 
and who can work from drawings, desires work In build- 
ing, altering or repairing sugar houses, or in erecting 
cane sheds, carriers and conveyors; did more heavy 
framing than any caipenterln the State. Best of refer- 
ences from architects, builders and planters. C A. 
O'KEEFFE, 1617 Euterpe street. New Orleans. 



TT^TANTED- POSITION BY A THOROUGHLY 
VY competent sugar boiler, who has had many yesrs* 
experience in refineries, as well as seven seasons of 
plantation boiling: understands clarification; stricOy 
temperate and reliable: Ai reference. Address S. S. 
MOORE, 385 South Fifth street, Brooklyn, New York. 

3-35-98 



WANTED— A POSITION AS BLACKSMITH, BY 
a man with eighteen years' experience on sugar 
plantations; reasonable wages expected; satisfactory 
reason given for loes of last position ; reference first-class. 
Address T. P. DAKIN, Gibson. La. 3-16-98 



SALMEN BRICK and LUMBER CO., Ltd 

BBICKS and BINE LUMBEB. 

Ceiling and Flooring, 
At loweat prires, dellverod to any point on 8. P. 
and T. di P. Bailroads, alao on Mississippi Blver 

aadBayov Lafonrebe. 
BOOH 911 ffBNKBlf BUILDlXe, N^w Orlean9, La. 

To buy 2600 ft., 2% inch Galvanized 
Iron Pipe. Address, 

BKRTIC P. O. LA. 



■ 



CYPRESS WATER TANKS 

Best in the World. Send for Cafalofoa. 
Writtusfor Delivered prices. ^ p ^EWIStCO. Ltd. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 316 Baronne St 
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